You are talking to
me. I'm sorry. I,vh...1
don't vsvally do that
kind of thing ...

Lone out, or
have sex?

Er ... the
second one.

» Imean Ido I
guess, but not vsoally
\ with, ah ...

.Iilll"lrr I".“J"u'l-l.'-'ﬂ. X
8 Idon't bite and I
b don't overcharge.

I'm clean.
Wanna see my
certificate?

Hey, sugar,
I'm Birdie.

Anybody
home?

I know something
that's good Por a bad
J'n"-l:-'ﬂ'd i




I don't think I've
ever seen someone look
that down after sex.
You didn't like itZ

"It was Pine ...
Hou looked like You
had a lot of Pun ...

Lhless you were

Paking ...

Y'know, no ofPense,

It wasn't you. that couldjust be you.

It's like everything
else, is all. Women
have it better.

I talk to a lok of men
and I've never heard any of
them say something like that. I
Mean, some of them are just as
down as Wou, but they don't

Boy, have I got
news Por you,
spgar. You haven't
seen what we have

claim alf men are.
to deal with.

Oh, yeah, I khow ...

I don't mean that stufF ...
I Mmean, Weah, men are jerks,
For sure ... what I meanis, I

bhink women enjoy things

more. Not just sex.
Everything.

Look at me. I'm as
tupical as wou get. Not :
attractive, not a genius, not: a big \
sUccess ... average, right? And
there's not a bhing in mY liPe I can
Yeah, that was

Oh, well ... mawbe
50. Bub that doesn't

really matter. All men or

just me ... still works out
the same Por me

personally. Anyway, like I said,
not your Pavlt.
You tried.

point to and say,

great, that was really an
experience."

Hey, sugar?

I'M gonna give you
an address. Check it
out, or don't, that's woor
business. But I think you'll
be interested in what
Wou get there.

Might: even be
exciting.

But: don't tell
anybody else. This
is just Por Wou.

o S,

Who are — ———
Wou? I don't 7 B
“know l-‘I-; 0. / From the look on \
T { your Pace, I'm thinking }

f

. Birdie didn't tell you &

x damned thing.

"'|.‘_

y.

-
s

oty ™
g
o

s\
- — '_‘—'——-_____L
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/" I'mCecilia.
{.k_{:‘r:-me on downstairs

i
; .
. ‘_,.-"'

Uh ...
Birdie sent
Me.

Give me a
|'l'||'§ H ':.:I t"E "

\

CREEE!

il




That's, vh, a
little hard to
believe ... why haven't
I heard about this

before?

Ever
wanted to be
sgmecne else? .,
OF course you have,
or Birdie wouldn't
have sent you.

She's a good o
judge. bt - ~  Becauvse Idon't
./ want anybody to know. [
don't want rich assholes
pounding down my door ... or
Finding waus to steal it. They
¢an go Puck themselves
without my help.

"HILAT 21 BE.

sLUPP" i5 the
equipment Por
letting people
be somebody
glse.

Hell, no. VR's
bullshit. I'm talking
about really being

SoMEOne glse.

I grow people.
Artificial people.
They're just like
everybody else except they
don't have working brains,
On purpose, "This space
intentionally left
blank."
You can drive one.
It's like driving a car.
Except wou don't have to
think about how,
bhe car. way. You look like you qualiPy, TR
though. IP you're inberested. LN
Five hundred dollars a night.

Five
hundred--
That's an awful
lot, isn't ibZ

Anyway, it's not;
negotiable. Five hundred a
night.. No exceptions and no
excuses. Pon't like it, no
one's making wou play.

And it's
really like being a
difPerent person? Does
it have to be a
person--UM--a person
Gp EHE 'E‘EHI-E 591'{ Itlll's' H:G"G Jlrl'kell

as-- being another person.
It /s being another
person. You heed to get
that clear, becauvse it's
important.

Uh ...
What just
happened?

You blacked

oub. Like I said

1o Might.

e
-

You'd think. But all
this stuPP costs a
shitload. Not to mention my
power bills, not to mention
the amount of data
service ...

I'm not
sauving I'm going
broke, but I'm not
rolling in it either,
You get me?

And of course I gan put
Wou in @ woman. Actoally, all
the proxies I have available

right now are women.
Are you in?

That's good. Be
as still as possible. B
You want to close yours
eyes, too, it's going B
to be bright. £

Don't worry. It
doesn't hurt and it
doesn't take long.

Take ofP all

your clothes
and lie on the
scanner bed.

Face up.

You bhink I'm halP-assed
about this? I only look like a
mad scientist. I have saPety
rules, and one of them is I need to
know all about Wou medically in
case there's anything that
could cavse problems.

L]

FEVERRERR L

. x
o Al
sz

y b T/ 1
: While wou were
happing, I got out a
neural svit. It's next to
Wou on the scanner bed.
Pot it on.

This is really kind
oP--ah--ridiculous,

isn't b7

.
" il ™

N
W Though you N
¥ may Pind that you

black out Bor a

L Minute or two.
& That's normal. 4

~
o

You're not

going to be
walking the
streets in ib.

It picks vp all wour
nervous-sustem
impuises so they ¢an be
transmitted to the proxy.
Without this, the whole
thing wouldn't work.

There's a Pace part,
koo, but Wou can wait to
put: that on until we get

Lo your ¢rib.




‘1

Be carePul not i)
to trip over any of . Iﬁ Vi
the cables. | : - fiie

.. how many of ™
| these ... proxies ... |

do You have? /

LELELALLLE

v e

L

"

~ Not as many as I need. <
I'M hoping to make a Pew )
More Sooh, 4

It bakes a little
bit. to connect and
sunchronize. Don't

‘J#'IS'J"FI._-.-'I_ : ; ! 1 . a = g '-.. .
o --tu-g-:.'. .

In you go. . LA "AIso, when You enter g | _ .
Face outward. Get Sy _ the proxy, You're going to . | '
| comPortable. I'll put the ) SN B be Ploating in liquid. Don'
b Maskoninasecond. £ | BN panic. It's draining, and your
o A hE‘EId will be Ewp.ﬂg.ad in a
econd, iP it isn't already. The
tank will open when it's
Pully drained. -

E e e s
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[ like my balance B
iSoPP... 4

= — !
That's no %
sprprise. &l
--r't-ﬂ.l':'.'

\ay
-

huhZ

: { Y, S i -1"“'-..,
E% Ooh, Pirst time, \
:'Ill I ;] e

-;' ¢ i - ] 'II |
%1:‘1: . | - l...__________.-. F
b ,.-.-p I hﬂ'lul’EH't w.\."l" 5
ixed vp @ new |
| one in @ while. J -
0\ This'll be Pun! / :

=i —
f 1]

e,
g

O¥, Pirst bhing, N
we need to get HG'UJ
SoMe hair.

\‘:‘::::I __..-"".
- I =

/s I've got
sgmebhing in mind I
think'll look really
good on you.

great timing. Will
1 Wou get Raeann
together?

Raeann ... wait,
I'M Raeann.
Right# T GBS
I'M Raeann? o
the chair while I go
dig it out.

[ LS R ol
—— e it 1 &

~ Oh,yeah. ol | " ;
| 1 e \ . Pon't guess wou
| Thﬂaﬂt d[g“;"‘f‘ éE;‘S E;i 3 | really know Wour colors et
o woa .. thab's OK, I'M pretty sure
e il I know what I'm going to
dress youin ... I'll just do
Wou to match that.

Well, yeah,
silly. You don't want
to go out oh the
street in the buPP, ,
) right? .~

'

Bl sl -G'H-L‘E the hair
Pgr? Q%Eﬁgtf: :;bxipgn 4 —:i. sets, we'll go to the
put some Pixative on, — N, obher table.
then I'll put it back
on You again.

Yeah, Uou know,
like glue? So it won'tt (I S ! | o e
come oPF. Wouldn't want - . >, Now, when I'm done S
that. We've got a solvent [ # : with the nails, just W
bo take it oFF when Wou 4 i keep your hands still, §&
come back. AR RS ' - and while they dry, I'll &
<o N _ ' do your Pace. :

=
-

_’..l'-

o= 7 Now, let me see ... ™ - ' ( wazingrve \

7 1 think we want to keep \__E—= Vi B amazing'We're
going to have

;i it simple this bime ... good | | LR Lt 3/
' ‘* (bhfng we're all pretty Much] 1 - . e L

the same size ... though |
% You've got a litble more /
S inbhe butt ... 4

=
P\
b

- ¥

/7 Yep!Been in
| this proxy Por a
B [ong time now.
s Ok, here we
go. You get into
this. I'm going tio '
get dressed and T guess we're
made vp while you / S | going !
dothat. / i _Somewhere? /

—_—

e

- Ty

/" 1didthink N\
bhis was kind of | . |I
muchtojust /4 ..

AT T L] A o s
P)\Year hoke - JERE come on, why
( wouldwoupayPor \ —————
\ bhisjustbogo B 1ynow all the
';-}__:-"‘*.;deﬂEf " goodplaces. The ones '\
~ mmmr | Where You can have Pun
il witihout worrying about,
Y'know, horrible stuPP /

happening.

; Please bring the
i outPit back intact,
Raeann. Sur wardrobe
i5 limited.

Misty, I Peel 3 That;

really ... I don't N
... 1 passes pretty
khow ... exposed. quick. Come on,

let's dance a 4
i, little. o

O T T AL LT W R o

i i o T T . A
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BT, B B R
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It Peels like
everybody's
staring at vs ... /

e
¥ &

I;'.l-;-'-- i P

Like I said, this
place is one of the safe
ones. You don't have to worry
much about attracting the wrong
people in here. 5o if someone's
giving Wou the eye, and Wou think
they're cute, give it right
back to Ehem. ,
Like that one

S They're busy.

fN ah. Most of them

don't even notice.

There's a Pew who are,
sure. Why wouldn't they
be? We look hot.

e

Idon't ... I
mean, I'm not
inberested in

~ Men. I don't
I"'h,ﬁ__. f.:,"'l,l'ﬂil-. I a.l‘ill..."‘?'I _II,.-"'.

>

Well, you can try Por just ™
women ... nothing wrong with
that. Me, I don't like to cub J
anybody out. I like as big a TJ'I'J-:II#_,.

to Pish in as I can get! .«

o

Men are easier a lot of the
time, anyway. DePinitely in here.
You're not going to have much luck
Pishing Por women in this place ... it's
redl straight; all the men are looking Por
somebody to Pool around with and all
the women are trying to decide
which men they'll say OK to.

[eaning on the pillar
over there. Been
locked on Wou since

You came in. You don't think

he's cute? You
could at least go
'EEH h| tl':' hL‘-'l..

S

S

He wants me
to go to a captel
Witih hiwm!

507 You looked
like You were into it.
Are you worried about
him? 'Cavse I heard you
talking with him and I think
he's harmless. Besides,
the captels are
JII'LL:'”ft-I:'r"Ed L

¥ No, no, that's
not the problem
... bhe captels all
check
certilicates!

On/
Don't worry,
Wou've got one.
You'll pass the 48

[ need a
sec, love. My
Priend's got a

bug vp her
ass.

5 You can't get
pregnhant--wou don't have the
equipment--and Cecilia pavys a
: doctor to come do the
Pon't go inoculations and the
anywhere. L'l be certification on the sly.
right: back. o




\ calling you? ~

N

L

You hear me

>~ - 5
4 Hey--didn't

r

s
“"!.
o

/. Comeinto My \
oPPice. I want to ]
talk to You about |

\  Some things. /

'\.‘_ -

""-.“__‘_‘_ _r.__l_,.rl"

» ' v o BN P

believe I'm doing
this again.

Hew!
( I'msoglad |
\ Wou're here! J

i

e

£ e

/ We gotta get
[ ready. We are going
1 to party tonight like
\. Wou would not,
N believe. A

"1.“_-‘-

ﬁ: T -
7 Please try

Sl not to get
\har'r'eﬁt-ed-

—

Misty, they scanned vs
Por certis at the door ... is
this a sex party?

Not yet!

But give it a couple of hours!
Heh.

Especially after people drink
a lot of that stuPP they've
got on tap. I'm not real
s0re What'sin it.

~ This party's by
/ invibation only.
Everybody here knows that
everybody else here's
reliable, get itZ S0 don't be
horrible; you're my guest.

But it also means Wou ¢an have all y
kinds of Pun without worrying.
Let [pose!

Last time I went to one
of these I lost
count.

V«E"’i Y

/ Would you like
[ some more

\ CoPPee, sir?

o

/__\[h'- o 1 - '- '- | =
-! e i Bl ks -
r _— ..

/7 ...butit's excellent N We should have just
\ [ timing. Misby's going to be \[ enough time to proxy
here in a Pew minutes. she n You into Raeann before
\ Was saying something about / % she shows up.
N\, Somekind of party. /T

Unless you N
want someone |
_ difPerent ... 4

: 7 oh...
1"‘|-|._|_‘_‘_-___._._._._,..r'

| no, that's

b

\ Pine ...

Misty, isn't
Lhis makeup kind
of...alot7 :

-- giggle -- '-

Yeah, it's a little like a

clown Pace in this light.

But trust me, when we

get: where we're going,
it'll look awesome.

Wou ¢an Pix your
wig right by
yourselP. I'll talk
4 Wou through it
, while I dress.

Lost coont?
Lost count of--

COh!



|H!"I:'||!Ii|.ﬂ_i:||ll “I'I'”'-I'iillil |

a AN m ‘w
AdiV9 A

.-.t :

e AT
T el
P bt k.

How d he Fit that

Under those little
bitty vnderwear?

Wait.. What am I doing

This is like a super-bad idea,
PightZ
I shovldn't be doing this!



i 36 Lovis woman with her Hey. . J 4
'\ digmond |f'3‘|l=|"f_§";.' ¥ Iﬁl Evepﬂbhiﬂg SH? I .
Puils that man round by her i . | !

1 [ : | ﬁ(e__

v

_ a0rrH ...
30ron Strings ' hAYINA
prof S6ring I'm having trouble

Pocusing lately.

Lot on My mind, I
guess.

Well, it's just--
We haven't been able to
get: together Por over a
Month, I Figured you'd be
more enthusiastic ...

Ok ...UM ...
all right ...

.. &

... hothing really
important,.

AFTER DPRINKSG AND DINNER . ..

OH!
Oh, god--that's ...
ooh--

Something ,L
really is wrong, ———
isn't it? :

- e
o - S
et o -

-~
."

y [5 it me? )
(... We don't have to do j
b

\anybhing iP You don't wan
\ 0, You know that.

e

“ No, no--oP course it's not
You. I'm just--I don't know
what's wrong with me.

Look, lie back. 1
| have an idea. Let me
\ see what I can do.




—
—— --,q__,_,_.—._.__“..

/ Iean'tdoit  —
again. I can't goback. )
~ It's doing something to My
\  brain, Iknow it ... [ have to _/

7 just sbop thinking about it.

j
&l Jusb. 8bop--

7 H-ﬂ'!j the boss ]
| wants to see You.,

_..l"

-

L~

-
-

/ ...thought it was just
something temporary at Pirse,
mavbe you were having a rough

time at home or whatever ...
B but it's been months.,

-
v

I can't keep someone
around whose mind is never on
the job. Not only are you not doing
Wour work, but someone else ends up
Pixing the things wou mess vp
because wour brain isn't here.
You're costing us twice. You were a aood
employee once, and 1
hate to let wou go, but I
¢an't carry wou any
longer. I'm sorry.

Hardly any wonder
someone's in a bad place
when they're getiting
rained on all the
goddamned time!

S PR /" Don't leave N /ou should be able to
In early today ... ok i, bhe city, no get data signal
- # 7 .y . — O\ watten what. A €verywhere, except maybe
£y 3 £ T . | —_ o | somebody's private vault
s L 4 N A et o - : 3 or Something.

e

IP Wou start to
I bnexpectediy gat e % '
L-\_ the aPternoon off. Peel dizzy, navseous, that's

Ty \ | ¥ \ ' | Wour brain telling you it's losing
R . T signal. Transmission lag aPPects
N L= 1 = r o ol the inner ear. Get out of
Wherever you are

immediately.

Well, Misty .
isn't around, - : N\ T e
but I think Wou AR B 1p Yo drop

¢an probably | \ 188 | "_.;,F signal the body
u\ handle soloing ; i AR | S goes comatose and I
ab this point. , | _ o have to sneak into the
Lanaer | . ' 1' med Pacility and pay off
A somebody 50 I can steal
S\ it back, and I get
pissed When that

happens.

Al

Leave your
clothes out S0 j

mbhey ¢an dry. Have Fun.

& e

l'- i nh.r\

The world is my
goddamned oyster.




It'd look

awesome on you,

That isnice ...

But I don't need a bikini
... ho place to wear it
around here, and I, uh, can't
make any long trips
r'lg htl Hlﬂ"u'u"-

I'm gonna go in
and see what else
they've got.

Y,

|
—
They'd be
staring at me
Palling out oP it! I
don't think I could
even get it on.
Anyway, I'm just

looking ...

L | o g |
nase Heg!

I aot too distracted
=

to ask ...

Hi, Raeann. My name's
Sawyer. Candi and I are going Por
a long weekend at my beach hovse,
Would you like to join ST You look like
you'd be good company, and
there's plenty of room ...

Where's
all the good
SEOPP like in the

window#

:
T " 3

LY

Candi, are you s&ill
trying to Pind a
bikiniZ

I'll just by You both of
them. Problem solved! I'll see
how Ghey look on Wou later.

Oh, that's a
tough choice. I
don't know
githenr!
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You paid Por one
hight and you were
out Por Pour.

FRCTRET

You owe me
PiPteen hundred -
dollars, °

I'm not sure I When you were in the - . ™~
shovld pay it. ) scanner, I did give Wou some
E suggestions. Little things, meant to
I mean, I wouldn't help. Housekeeping. Like responding ==
even be here iP you to @ new hame, and having less L85 .
hadn't been messing . brouble walking in heels. e 1 neyer altered your oo
witih My mind. g drives or your mindset. I N\
i s don't have the ability eveniP I
: | ; S wanted to. That's a lob
It's a scam. : — S — -+ deeper than My

AT

”“ihud-n- {u onlt

spggestions can go. —
That's what you . e =
bhink, eh? o ;
Every time I'm in this —_—
body, all of a sudden I'm LS . e=Tr—
interested in men. ['ve never been AT - ' POP—

Entere&tied in men. Every time I'm in
bhis body I get all excitable and start he
trying o Puck anybhing that'll hold sill - Wl o

nowhere. What other | how Wou talk--all of that
explanation is there? : r:amgé Prom inside wou.

Nowhere else.

something happens to
MY mind every bime I'm
Eaeann, and you know it,
and you're exploiting it
Lo keep me pawing you.

Now, you
khow what
happens if you
don't pay me?

gee, the thing is, you're
hot completely wrong. We only 5§
pick people like wou. Ones who have
these really weird ideas about Who they W
¢an and ¢an't be, should or shouldn't be.
We give you what Wou need so badly, |
somebhing wou've told yourself you
can't get any other way ... and
suddenly you're addicted. 48]

Bot you're having a
great time, right? So pay
Up and keep going.

Except that I
disconnect you,
throw You out, and
hever, never let you
Use a proxy again.
Never.

You QK with
that?

s W That might be N\
hF hard ... I got P’ir'e-d.)

Just bePore I came |

inIask bine, I oot vt oo

don't Figure you'll deo
any better at another
job now becauvse your
brain's in your pants
these days. R o —

This i6 @ common
I have a Priend. Her Uh ... problem. I have ﬁ)
nhame's Lorena. You can go
work Por her. She treats people
well and makes sure they're
decently paid. OF course, I'm
going to arrange with her to
take a large part of your

A, earnings oPP the b -

"What ... kind of

solution.

J'f-

g

B 1 think you've already ‘ 1

guessed. She sends oLt | |
people to engage in public
social Punctions, vsvally
Pollowed by intimate  /
private ones.

Jouwant ¥
me tio go be a R
hooler.

(gaubabea\rer‘u -

" - 2 i -‘-.‘.‘;\. v
. 1!{3“‘_hrgh end call girl. What's wour '\ .
. s objection® You've - i
' established you L 7 EEEHEFJ given the
have an aptitude way you ve behaved,
Por the work. / I think it's clear I'm
y giving you a rare

- y  opportunity to do
what you love.
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e, r
L
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i,

... Hew!
Raeann!

Been a while,

hasn't it¥

-
e

-
il .
Iﬂr Uh ... sorry, but ...
. do I know Wou?
.

Y,
T,

They Preak me
oUt a littke wWhen
Ehey're like this.

gtill, it's just a8 N
" well. I need the space up
r here. I'll move the crib
\ below aPter I Pinish this
%, heurological series.

1 £ Ty

g —

Understandable. Finally making a
hew one, huh? Good.

I have prospects.

-\
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Hey, I ran into
Baeann.

You can move the ¢rib
to the archive. He's :
gone over. Might have set a
new speed record
witih that one. Was it

as much as Pour

AR . Months start to
e o \_ Pinishz 4
el e T o W0 e
A T e I'm not surprised.

A i, T S I mean, they all have the same
R syndrome, and some of them know they B
DR, have it, but he's bhe only one who's S
R e N R ever Plat-out told me he did.
e S e

_'_au.-.......i'_ "--.:_1':::' .-:.:_:' ) b ‘:‘, b
[ X2y i it a e oy

e A Wil ta Ll o i

WhyZ Do you?
Sometimes. A little.

I don't think Wou should. Look: Lorend gets
employees she knows are reliable, we get paid, and
the customer getis what they always wanted.
Everuboady wins.

It's not our Pavit iF sometimes it takes them @ while
to redlize that's what they always wanted. Anyway,
they can always change their Minds and come back.

But none of them ever have, have they?
No. None of them ever have.

%TEQ
€

T &
o

Another one S g
with a doll Face.
Are you ever going to
Make one with a
sharp angle
soMewhere?

Just giving the
customers what
they wanb.

Yeah.
{'U-ﬂ Wou ever Peel ... I don't:)
L khow ... a libtle guilty

about all this?

Fr—




