PESPITE THE IMPORTANCE OF MY POSITION,
ABOUT HALF THE PEOPLE IN COLDPOINT DON'T
KNOW I EXIST. THEY MIGHT BE VAGLIELY
AWARE THAT THERE'S SLICH A THING AS THE
OFPERATIONS MANABER -- SOMEONE'S 0T
TO BE THE BOSS -- BUT THEY DON'T KNOW
MY NAME, MUCH LESS MY FACE.

THIS MEANS I'M NOT USUALLY THE FERSON
WHO HEARS ABOLUT A SITUATION FIRST. THE
HUMANS AND MOST OF THE ROBOTS WILL

TAKE IT TO GLORIA BANTAM, MY DOMESTIC
DIRECTOR. THEY KNOW HER; SHE PROBAELY
FOLUND THEM A FLACE TO LIVE, MIGHT WELL
HAVE FOLUND THEM A JOB ... AND ALSO SHE
SOCIALIZES A LOT MORE THAN I DO. THEY

TELL HER ABOUT PROBLEMS, AND IF SHE FEELS
IT'S APPROPRIATE, SHE PASSES THEM TO ME.

THE M-FRAMES, HOWEVER, WOLLDN'T PO
THAT. THEY'D TAKE THEIR PROBLEMS TO FLIRST
DEEPSTONE, DIRECTOR OF EXCAVATION (MORE
MAJOR THAN IT SOUNDS, BECAUSE MOST OF
COLDPOINT IS LUNDERGROUND). FLIRST ISN'T
JUST HEAD OF PEEPSTONE CLAN; HE'S THE PE
FACTO LEADER OF ALL THE M-FRAMES. THE
M'S DON'T HAVE MANY PROBLEMS THEY CAN'T
FIX ON THEIR OWN, BUT IF THEY DO, THEY
FPREFER TCO BRING THEM TO HIM.

AND [F HE FEELS IT'S APPROFPRIATE ...
HE PASSES THEM TO ME.

Sall HERE FOUND
HEE. FOR VARICOUS
REASONS, SHE DOESN'T
THINK IT COULD HAVE
HAFFENED MORE THAN TWO
HOUES BEFORE SHE

CALLED ME.

FARTLY, BUT MOSTLY
BECAUSE THE WASHER
WaASN'T WORKING MORE
THAN TWO HOURS AGO.

SHE'LL EXFLAIN.

I can't say I was e3gerto
know what happens when Wou put
a huoman in one of these ...

M'S-GET INTO A LOT OF DIRT
SITUATIONS THAT CAN'T EASILY BE
WASHED OFF IN A NORMAL SHOWER.
HIGH-FRESSLRE 150°C WATER/ALKALS

MIX

IS GREAT FOR THAT.

IT'S NOT SO 800D IF YOLR SKIN ISN'T
HIGH-PURABILITY POLYFPLASTIC.

..'l'r

Sall, TELL
HER WHAT You
TOLD ME.

SHE WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN
ABLE TC LET HERSELF IN.
YOU'LL NOTICE THERE ISN'T A

HANDLE. WE ACTIVATE THOSE /4

DOORS Via SIGNAL.

P g en

SO THAT
THIS EXACT
THING WON'T

HAFFEN.

.1 i

)

.

. YOU PROBABLY CAN'T

T READ M COLORS. SAL!
IS BLULWARK CLAN.

THEY BUILD FACILITIES.

BUT THIS WASHER
DIDN'T HAVE POWER
LAST NIGHT. WE'RE
DOING SCHEPULED POWER
CUTS IN THIS SECTION,

BECAUSE

oOF THE

CONVERSIONS. IT WAS
TURNED BACK ON
THIS MORNING. _ N

And she
could have gotten
in While the power

was offZ

—

YES. THE DOOR
wouLD HaAVE BEEN
SLIGHTLY OFEN. IN FACT IT
WOULDN'T HAVE FULLY
CLOSED. ANOTHER SAFETY
FEATURE. BUT IF SHE wWaAS IN IT
WHEN THE FOWER CAME ON,
THE WASHER WOULD HAVE
ASSUMED AN INTERRUFTED
CYCLE AND WOULD HAVE

SEALED AND
RESTARTEDP.

Ok, 1 admit ™S

that doesn't
sound like a
suicide.

words and image

I SHCOULD
WaRN YOU THAT
THIS ISN'T
PLEASANT.

I'm assuming this was a suvicide ... and,
¥ damn it, we're not going tio be able to identify
her in this condition. We're going to have to wait
Por someone to notice she's missing.

FOSSELY NOT TRUE ON
THE FIRST FPART, PEFINITELY
NOT ON THE SECOND. SHE
HaD A TAS. HEE NAME 1S

FARADAY EDELIN.

No, I meant ib's
interesting she was
wearing her tag. You

know how it is.

\ EVERYONE IN THE SETTLEMENT IS [SSLED
v A GUERYABLE [P, BUT WE CAN'T GET MOST
\ OF THE HUMANS TO WEAR THEM.
\ THE ROBOTS HAVE THEIRS BUILT IN.

A,
....,.

Furst, I'm
going to need wou
two bo take the
body to medical. |
Discreetly. 4

SHE'LL HAVE
TO &GO IN A BAG
ANYWaAY. T'LL
SEE To IT.

Thank you.

And I'd like bo ask both of
Wou to keep this strictly to
Wourselves. Tell Zusy-@
that too.

Oh, interesting.

A

What was
that about the
Pirst part?

IP it isn't svicide, then it's
murder ... and if it's morder,
I'M going to need any
advantage I can get.

s by trilby

-,

i

)




GLORIA, ,qs I EA!D GETS Mr::E. OF THE ‘
PROBLEMS FIRST. SHE ALSO GETS MOST OF i
THE 6OSSIP. I'M NOT SLIRE HOW SHE DOES ’ 1 d> ¢
IT, BUT WHEN I WANT TO FIND OUT ABOUT systems monitor in
SOMEONE, SHE'S THE FIRST PERSON I A-:k. — geothermal. Probably
o R : : _Wasn't robot- hostile,

i R - Y then.

Haww. Worked as a %

Wendy, I don't know everybody.
Probably not even half of ewruﬂma. X
i /7 Tguessed ™
* that when she

was wearing her
. tag. Why do you /&

You say that. ; think s07

;& OK. Have Wou got anything in wour : : )~ _ 4 _
. amstﬂm that Mlght. help? 4 i - - i . ',

-|_

_.-"':-f

WE HAD A NEW BROLUF OF ARRIVALS IN.
e ; A VERY SMALL ONE: WE WOLLDN'TBE
UncomPortable condibions rF’} ! ABLE TO ACCEPT A Big BATCH AGAIN
Wou don't want tobe ! : i ; UNTIL WE FINISHED CONVERTING THE
aravnd robots. ;,..r"' . _ y . COMPLEX A INDUSTRIAL SPACES TO
. ‘-.' - ' . r RESIPENTIAL.

IFEC?FLE COME TO COLDPOINT TO

TRANSFER INTO ROBOT BODIES AND
LIVE THE REST OF THEIR LIVES THAT
WAY. THAT'S THE CHARTER. HOWEVER,
THE CHARTER DOESN'T SAY YOU HAVE

TO TRANSFER, AND COLPPOINT HAS A
SIGNIFICANT HUMAN POPLILATION.
SOME ARE JUST TAKING THEIR TIME
TRANSFEREING. SOME JUST LIKE
LIVING HERE THE WAY THEY ARE.
OTHERS ARE ACTIVELY HOSTILE.

CLA/RE PARSONS BEGAN AS "YoU
PON'T HAVE TO TRANSFER IF YOU
PON'T WANT.,” BUT HAS GOTTEN
STEALILY MORE HARDLINE OVER THE
YEARS. NOW SHE'S A ROBOT-HATER,
FLAIN AND SIMFLE.

She'd have been one
" of the only humans there.

/S lebmemakea
[ couple of calls. I know
Who might know.

_a it

In the meantime, would
\ You do me a Pavor? /

BECALISE HELEN ORRIS —- "HELLO" -~ IS RESPONSIBLE FOR GREETING AND GLIDING NEW ARRIVALS, SHE |
AND PARSONS CLASH A LOT. HELLO MAY BE THE ONLY FERSON MORE SICK OF PARSONS THAN I AM.

=

I

You have no
: Leh Ghing.
We are the Joalition For
Local Human Justice/We are a

I've warned you

before! You don't

get to give them
Wour indoctrination

registered interest grovp! We
are allowed to provide our
material to new arrivals!

I'm warning wou,
Paraons, I am at my limit. I'm
this close to Pinding out just
how strong the mental block is.
You want to test it?

Without me giving

~bhem the truth’ Becavse I'm dying to.

go set Lp a booth,
Parsons. It doesn's R 4 ’“
mean ambush my =
orientation.

And I've told

Hou -- this
orientation is an

ofPicial Punction. It's
part of the basic

services. You and wour

people don't get to

interfere with it.

That means uou

Who knows? Maybe
I don't think busting Lp
your Pace counts as "harm."
Maybe I think it would
improve it.

We have a right tio
make sure your
orientation doesn't--

... all right, i
Wou'll Pollow me, I'll show
Wou Wour temporary
gquarters ...

23y, what was
Ehat about a
mental block?

I'll explain
on the Wau.
Parsons, she's
right. You're out of line. IP
Wou want to be an oPPicial
inberest group, go talk to Ms.
Bantam about setting up in
the info corridor.

Both of
Wou stop it
right Row.

Hello, get on
with your
orientation.

That's Por hobby
grouvps and dating pools!
The CLHJ is Por ideological
action! We pave to have
equal bime with your
propaganda’

Onedayl \J
am going to Pind
a way to get that
want You or your people Wwoman what she ,I
interPering wibh Ms. Orris deserves. /| Lol
ever again, do You _ g was ib?
Lhderstand? You can make & 4 :
Wour ¢ase to new arrivals,
wes, but separately,
aPter she's done.

Wendy, wou can't
let: her be an oPFicial
interest grovp! She gets
way too much space to
make trouble with her
_garbage as it is!

We are official,
We did the paperwork.
We met the
requirements.

"

Those don't
apply to hate
grovps!

Parsons, I don't

Make sure your
people get this. Anybody
who breaks this rule will

answer to me.

GLORIA REPORTED THAT WHILE ELPELIN SEEMEL TO HAVE A LARGE SOCIAL CIRCLE, SHE WAS UNABLE TO GET ANY NAMES ... EXCEPT FOR ONE:

EDPELIN FJ".'?EA{EE' LOVER, ALE! HESTER. THE "FGE&EP" PART ALSO MAPE HES TEE" AN ALTOMATIC SUSPECT, AT LEAST AS FAR AS I WAS CONCERNED.
| LAY ~ !

I

monbhs back,
. sounds like. I
“couldn't get an answer
on Who broke Up with
whom, but I did Find out
that Hester Found
somebody else prebby
quickly. Maube even
Pound them before
the breakup, iF
Wou get me

"

" Un-hoh,
And did Edelin Pind
somebody else?

IP she did,
nebody I talked to
krows about it. I
know that kind of

bakes Wou in the
wrong direction ...

I'mvery N\
interested in
hearing what you
have to say.

IT OCCLURRED TC ME, TOO LATE OF COLURSE, THAT I HAPN'T
ASKED GLORIA TC FIND OUT WHAT THEIR PRONOLNS WERE.

My name's sile  * : Yeah.
Perlit. I'll come Pind o Bot I need to talk to
Wou once I get Heaber anyway. Might be
settled in. the only source I have

to get any Purther. I'M Wendy

Barlowe, the

operations
manager. =

There are a couple of things I
heed to talk to you about.




Faraday's dead? We think early this She didn't

morning. sorry You had to Pind out take it well? She didn't take it at all!

How # this way. We're keeping it secret ' Complete denial.
When did it happen? ~Por bhe MGMEEH%, ’a She rePuF?:d bo admit it was
. ppening.

M i Did ...

- i
i

was it ... i
A\l E she didn't kill herselP, . You know, I didn't want to shut
did she? 2 Z her out. There was still room Por
. _ S— ; - her, you vnderstand? But with her
l . N\ e're not sure yet. being like that, it wasn't going to
: work, 5o I stopped trying.
-J ' J Do you have reason bo
= think she Might have 1:/ ,
Tp— ] N =
- - We have a lot: of the
S same Priends, and I kept
' Uh ... well. T hearing From them about how she
vicdld Hc',pe nob was acting, and [ told them I
wasn't sure what I could do
J I still love Faraday,
OKZ It's just ... I met
somebody and it was totally
diPPerent. Like, I never knewl
could Peel that way about
R = someone. But I wouldn't have
) , = thought she'd ...

7 I tried to be as
f gentile about it to Faraday
as I covld. I didn't want to
\hur'b her. I didn't want her
_ Lo hate me.

heréé]ﬂﬁc%ﬂ of | Well, she knew all —
e, didn't she? . kinds of people .. I heard bhat in the ™
— [ast month or so she'd even ™,
We don't know that., < made Priends with one of the |
We don't know iP it was \‘m M-Prames, and wou know J/
sLicide at all. how they are.

e

Frankly, there's agood S e L
chance it might have been , e '
Mmurder. r : Bot the thing is, she
4 Mmade Priends so easily
because everybody liked her.
' She could get along with
anyone.

I just can't see angbc-dl_D

Y wanting to kill her. It'd be
N like killing @ puppy.

"

e,

Which is why I need your ~ 3
help Pinding connections.
People who might have
L\ wanted her dead. £

T,
1“""‘-_

Well ... iP you can
Lhink of anyone who
Might have had a
reason, come tell me.

I PIPDN'T GET TO CHASE THE SITUATION ANY FLRTHER JUST THEN,
BECAUSE I HAD A FRIOR APPOINTMENT .

.-"'"H-r._-___-_-‘-
- — We haveto dq?“\
3+ it them that wau! We
\ " have a horrible time J
keeping people. As soon as | |

their year's up, they

leave. We have no 4 '
b b Continvity. . 5,.%
: A | . T '!l_., - “ i 4 ;
—_— L H - - - e
§ : /" Exceptfor ‘ - 7 I'msureFildie ™
— | m— <M £/ You. And you don’t IS o/ thinksthisisa  \
— / ) s M Wonder Why they Y ~[ deliberate ePPort to
— leave? Why wou're the A bleed him dry. He's right.
- s T ~ | 0Ny person Who You ¢an tell him that. No
’ lg_ . ' B, Pinds the iob . \  Mmore workers Por the |
oy , bolerable? \, RedY.Nobonthose /
: .. - . RN terms, S/
i ':I i \“-“-“- -F--’ ‘_."'
W yg :?:rar:r'ig Ebcr e
maybe ['d do . actually abusing your ™,

i better. He says Wou ) WY people, Idon't havea
fgfcﬁaﬂﬁdggi don't like him. | | basis to break your |
AGITATOR, HAD - remaining contracts -- I
BEEN FILING | - have to wait Por them to
555%?5 };ﬁjrf . . Ma,hE-l.'rariawe;“ e:-:pére. But whgn they do, iP |

L wou're killing us! Ms. o _ ildie doesn't do @ lot \
R | , Bantam said we can't have ~ better, the Bed Xis /.
NOT TO FALLT S . SN any more hire contracts Pinished.
GLORIA'S SPEED, | sy - - 1 unressbv; I'Ewrfbe bhe . .
BUT I WAS 18 W §s ;
STARTING TO

! o)
AGREE WITH 1 . - &y
- b 2 ; N e :

e T B oo contracts are ¥ Teza D STAR
FAST ENOLIGH. = | ) S A\ S rotten. IP I could void all of RED X (FOR WANT OF | IP we 50Pten

: ’ 3 " them, I would. You can't make %

o ; : ! A TERM), AND THE our contracts

?ﬁ;ﬁéﬂﬂﬁ EEst -: \ }~ Eﬂmiﬂhe CGTMIE t&a agegrﬁwntg ACTUAL MANAGER OF we'll do bro ‘

P L - ho chances to get out of it an THE CLLUB, IN - hakatig: Y
ARIN-A WAS . 1. A ho negotiation of any kind. . PRACTICAL TERMS.
el e o, e
THE OWNER OF b A that's servitude. . P . e e

) N _ ACCOUNTS, THE ever let You see his

THE RED X, 2 R 1 : ~ , . REGLILAR LOVER OF ledgers?  /

Well, it was
worth a try.

- was really hoping we '
~ could Pind some
N accommodation. .

=
N
2

; _ 1 No, it wasn't.
I realize wou're not

intberested in Money, but
I ¢an offer you a lot of
other things.

You want to keep

| operating? Then

I just want to ¢onvince Fildie to

Find some way Por o clean up his act!
Wou to let us keep i |

operating. Can't we
work it out#

Well, iP he doesn't;
listen to you, then he
probably won't listen to
anybody, and you'd better
start looking Por
ancther job.



TREYING TO
SLEEF YOURE
waY¥ TO THE
TOP, TEZAT

BETH VIGILANCE IS SORT OF
THE OPPOSITE OF CLAIRE
FARSONS. JUST AS
ANNOYING AND JUST AS
LUNREASONABLE, BUT ON
THE ROBOT SIPE. SHE
WANTS ANY HUMANS WHO
DON'T TRANSFER FAST
ENOUBH THROWN OFF
COLPPOINT.

SHE LIKES ME ABOUT AS
MUCH AS I LIKE HER, 50
IT'S ALWAYS A SURPRISE
TO SEE HER COME TO MY
OFFICE VOLLUNTARILY ...
ESPECIALLY ACCOMFPANIED
BY FLURST, WHOM SHE
THINKS SHOULD BE FAR
MORE MILITANT.

WENDY, SOREY
TO COME

ABOUT THE EPELIN
BUSINESS.

You have new
information®

ANANRRNNY,
=\ )=t || ———

about Edelin?
How'd she get
the info?

ONCE aAaGAlN
YOU'RE LETTING
FECFLE WaALK
ARCUND
SFPREEADPING
LIESS

LIES THAT ARE
EGOING TO GET
SOME ROBOTS
DaMasSED OR
DESTROYED, IF
YOU LET THEM!

UNEXPECTEDLY, BUT WE |
NEED TO TALK TO You |

NOT EXACTLY.

PARSONS |=
WANDERING
AROUND TELLING
EVERYBODY THAT
ROBOTS KILLED A
HuMaN! IF SHE'S
LOOKING FOR A
WAk, THEN I'M
GOING TO &IVE
HER ONE.

I DON'T KNOW. I
¢ CERTAINLY DIDN'T TELL
HEE. AND I'D BE WILLING
TO SWEARE SALl PIPN'T

EITHERE.

NEVER MIND
HOW SHE &OT IT!
YOUWVE &OT TO &0
SHUT HER DOWN,
RIGHT Now!

SHE'S TELLING
FEOFLE THAT AN
M DID THIS!

... This time of day s, ;
they'll be on-site. I can also give \ j

Wou their home ... .V
- T ’f \<.
7 No, T'll \ 3
get that later d—
iPIneedit. 4~ Howdidibgo ~
with Parsons and the \
arrivals? How bad
- Wwasit?
7 1 had to make a ™\
" new rule. She and
her people are
banned From
orientations,

RN

day, this
new thing of

Well, an M almost
certainly did, you know.

BETH, FLEASE.

Not on purpose, V
obviously. But that
area is all M's right
now, either Bulwarks
doing the renovations or
Fullwrenches working,
and one of them

turned the power
back on.

THAT's THE
LINE YOU FPLAN
TO TAKE? DO YOU
HAVE ANY IDEA WHAT
FPARSONS WILL DO WITH
THAT? SHE'S ALEEADY
IGNORING THE MENTAL
BLOCK, AND ANY
OTHER
INCONVENIENT
FACTS -—-

It's the truth, Beth.
Sorry Yoo don't like iti.

e
-

4/ THE THING [S,
/{ THIS = A SITUATION
[ THAT COULD BE VEEY
. DAMAGING UNLESS
YOU KEEF CONTEQL— .

OVER 1T 2> Yes, which T was
/ tryingto do.

Remember I told you to keep it to
yourselP? Did Wou think I just said
that: Por Pun? Why did you tell
Beth, of all people, one of the
worst you could have

[y chosen?

I'M GOING TO T
IGNORE THAT.

You
shovldn't.

I DON'T
EELIEVE
THIS.

I'LL SEE IF I CAN
Calm HER DOWN.

I SUGGEST YOU &0
TaLK TO MARSO

FULLWRENCH. THEY may &
HAVE SOMETHING. ."'i

| vp her oPPices -- covldn't

IP you want to dePang Parsons on this,
then help me Pind out what actually
happened, because that's the only
Lhing that'll do it..

R
N b S, o "-L-*ft.':‘ff
i

A
S

_."_:'!':_ e . =
< el -'-J;'-!‘fsjll:

v Well, I don't have to be

r .,l"!"‘.‘.l‘:'

T g d 1-“

polite about it with Hou. i, (JMPSER el | -

W' . m‘.“ - -5peahiﬂg ﬂlp "'.-...-rl‘l_l

Ever since Parsons lost people who are
e past being polite,
REP-DANEET, the 8o Hello threatened
e \ ' Parsons with
ib. . hysical
Wells stopped ™, Eialence. &
Punding her? > ik

HelloZ
Seriousiy?
The woman who's
never had an vnkind
thought about

ﬁj Fafior + b anybody?

¥ Anyway,
/ 5he's been Pishing
/around Por some way %
to keep going. She gave

A while back.
I thought you'd
heard!

The woman who
had vs both mad at her
when she leaked
information? Because she
thought that leaking it

would help get: rid of

au Por them -- now she's
i Parsons?#

operating out of her
home. No staPp.
Volunteers. Who
dondte.

I think that's

7 the real point. She's
= o living oPP whatever dves \
L/ ortithes she can convince
L | the "coalition" membens to

~ 1\ pay. It can't be much.
Must keep her Ped,

-

hers -- the | _— =
Coalibion Por S The CLHJ.
whatsis ... They met all the

requirements, so I
. couldn't turn them /
5 down.

I'd say there's at
least one person she
has a lot of unkind
thoughts about.

It's a scam,
thovugh. ]
g And honestly, iP
she'd tried to get past
the block and knocked
Parsons into next week, I
don't know that I'd have
tried to stop her.

Why, Ms. Bantam! \
That's very unlike wou, |
to say such a thing. /

TO GET TO THE INPUSTRIAL ZONE WHERE MARSO WOLILLD BE WORKING, I HAD TO PASS THROLUGH SOME OF THE MOST HEAVILY USEDP CORRIPORS OF
COMPLEX A, INCLLIDING THE PART WE CALL CHROME CROSSING. ALL THE BUSINESSES ADJOINING IT ARE SEX CLLIBS (THE RED X IS THERE, FOR EXAMPLE),
AND FOR REASONS TOO LONG TO 60 INTO RIGHT NOW, THAT MEANT MOST OF THE FOOT TRAFFIC AT THAT HOLIR WOLLD BE HUMANS, NOT ROBOTS.

- = WHICH WAS SURELY WHAT FARSONS WAS COLNTING ON. - ~

We have to stop
it bePore it goes any
Purther!

They'll eliminate vs
all if we let them!

ISADOKH BRASS,
CO, 'S ONLY
ROVING RE TER.

The protections we've
been assured of are fies!

Oh. bhis We can't trust thew!

shovld be good.

ZIZ FLYN,
PARSONS’ MOST |
LOYAL ACOLYTE.

We can't trust any of the
robots, and we certainly can't

We need wour help Por ,
h_trust the operations manager!

immediate action!
None of us are safe!




This is a
high-traPPic area, and
Wou're creating a
hazard.

As a registered
interest group, You
should be even mMore

responsible about
Pollowing the rules.

IP this is a protest, wou
are required to keep moving
and not block traPfic. IP it's an
assembly, this is the wrong
space For that.

IP it's an
infFormaction session, do
as Wou were told earlier

today and

get a bookh.

Ican't
speak to your
imaginary
problems, Parsons, |
becavse they don't
Make a single
\ damned bit of
sense.

Your latest idea --
) how, let me know if I've got
it wrong -- is that there's
some kind of conspiracy of the
robots to ... do what? Kill
oFF the humans?

Is that the best
excuse Wou can come up

Just like Wou!
To come aPter s Por something
like that, and not address the
actual problem --

[ ]

witih Por your Kludge people?
Are wou really expecting to
keep them paying your bills
With that =

Parsons,
sometimes I really do
wonder what's wrong

with You. 4

-~ Let's suppose
. Por just a moment
that I wanted to
entertain your
paranoia.

Give me a
Motive.
Qive me even @
shredof a
plavsible
motive.

There are robots
who want Fair

treatment. There are robobs
who want the humans to hurry

up and transPer. There are
robots who want to throw out

the humans who don't
transfer.

There are norobots
who want to kill ofF all the
humans.,

WhyZ Because there is
absolubely no reason 6o
want that.

. You recording?

R —
O
F

> Good. This is El
an oPPicial ‘?

-
( statement:

)

P
1
=

.~ First, the opinion of
. the operations manager is
that the stated policies and
principles of the Kludge are toxic and
have no connection to reality
whatsoever. They can spout them all
they like, but I advise the
coMMUNiItY hot o take them
T seriously.

N

- n|.-
~ N
X

v Second, it's also My
opinion that the human and robot
populations of Coldpoint would get
along just Fine iF various parties didn't
keep trying to stir up trouble Por
their own benefit, most notably
Claire Parsons, 1.

Third, and most .
importantly: I will not tolerate any @
gt attempts to incite violence in any
Lk segment: of the commonity. IP I Pind someone
Erying to start riots, at the very least

they're going to be thrown out, and that's 4

-

iP I can't think of something else to
do to them Pirst. -

R 1

THE FLULLWRENCH CLAN OPERATES OLUR INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES —- MANUFACTURING, POWER AND WATER,
THINGS LIKE THAT. ESPECIALLY THINGS THAT'D BE HAZARDPOUS FOR ANYBOLY WHO WASN'T AN M-FRAME.

MARSO FLILLWEENCH
WASN'T THE LEAST
BIT UPSET AT MY
ASSERTION THAT AN
M HAD PROBABLY
LUNWITTINGLY BEEN
THE MURDERER.

No, I didn't
bhink You did.

Why is the powenr
being turned on and

OH, YES. I wAS THE ONE
WHO TURNED THE FPOWEE ON THIS
MORENING, IN FACT. OF COURSE I

HaD NO IDEA ...

THE RENOVATIONS TO
CHANGE THIS AREA TO
RESIDENTIAL USE HAVE
REACHED A FPOINT WHERE
THEY'RE ADJACENT TO US. WE
CAN'T LET THEM CONVERT THIS
SPACE YET, THOUGH. WE NEED
TO BE ABLE TO EUN THIS
EQUIFPMENT FOR A WHILE
LONGER, UNTIL CUR NEW
FACILITY IS BUILT ©OUT IN
B COMFPLEX C.

THEY CAN'T PO THEIR
WORK WHEN THE FOWER'S
ON. IT'S UNSAFE. WE CAN'T
OFPERATE WHEN THE FOWER'S
OFF, OBVICUSLY. SO WE TAKE

056147 Not
on a set,
* schedule?

NOT REALLY.
SOMETIMES WE NEED
EXTRA TIME TO FINISH

SOMETHING, SCMETIMES THEY DO
... THERE'S A SCHEDPULE, BUT IT'S
NOT FIXED. WE FOST A TIMETABLE
oOF WHEN THE FPOWEERE WILL BE
ON, & FEW DAYS IN

PP like this?

ADVANCE.

Couldyou ™~
assemble a list of
everyone working in this
Pacilitu? I'll have to get a list
Prom the Bulwarks of the ones
working in this renp area
as well ...

I HAVE THAT TOO.
I CaN GIVE YOU
BOTH LISTS RIGHT
NOW AND SAVE YOU
SOME TROUBLE. Oh, thank you. That'd

be very helpful.

You
UNPERSTAND, I
FIND IT PIFFICULT
TO BELIEVE THAT
ANY FULLWRENCH
ORE BULWARK HaD
ANYTHING TO DO
WITH MURDERING
A HUMAN.

| M

i The point is that

/" they've Pigured out that iP
| they work as groups, then the
mental block doesn’'t mean
anything!

b "Ch, I didn't harm
S @ human, I just put her
| ih @ washer that wasn't
i working!"

W’ "Oh, I didn't harm a
human, I just turned on
the power!™

And now they can do
anything to vs thely want!

"BARLOWE SAYS:
TOYIC KLUDGE."
Beauvtiful.

And, Qlaire,
I'm serious.

I don't Ghink
You know how close
Wou are to the end
of My rope.

You den’t want
to reach it.

20 only
Someone who
could get at that
timetable would
know when the
power was going
bo come on?

YES, BUT IT'S PAET OF
THE RENOVATION PEOJECT

DPOCUMENTS, AND THOSE AERE

FaAIRLY PUBLIC. ANYONE WHO
KNOWS WHERE TO FIND THEM
COULD SET THE
INFORMATION.

THOUGH I CaN'T
IMASINE THAT ANYONE WHO
ISN'T WORKING IN THE
IMMEDIATE AREA WOULD
EVER &GO LOOK.

But we're not
anuwhere ¢lose to that
Yet. I haven't even decided
For certain that it's
murder.

Right now I'm still
trying to Pind anyone who
knows anything. About Ehe

victim, about the
circomstances ...

I mean, if it was
murder, there's no
question about method ... the
guestion is how she got into
that washer, and who put
her there.



II"HE LISTS WEEE LONE EN%/J%_THET I PIPN'T

.I-"I"'AN - Tﬂ START ON THEM TOMORROW.

IHJEA DATE.

¥ Treac? I'mon
MY Way.

I'm not there.
Come Lo Bula's,

T SPENT A LOT OF

s TIME WITH TREAC |

GLADSTONE, AND
A LOT OF TIME
WITH BYLA
TARNE, AND
OMETIMES AL
THREE OF LS DID
THINGS TOGETHER

. BUT THIS WAS
"'THE FIRST I'D
HEAR THEM
SEEING EACH
OTHER WITHOLT

You're
leaving?

EVEN THOLIGH TREAC RUNS THE
THEATRE TROLIPE NOW, THEY
STILL CAN ONLY DO A FEW
FPRODUCTIONS A YEAR, AND SHE
STILL NEEDS OTHER WORK TO
FPAY THE BILLS WHEN THE
THEATRE'S PARK.

SHE WAS SLIRPRISED METRI CALL
WOULD WANT HER BACK AFTER
WHAT HAPPENED*, BUT TO NO
ONE'S SLIRPRISE BUT TREAC'S,

SHE WAS EXTREMELY
COMPETENT. SHE'S EVEN
LEARNED TO TELL BEERS AFART.

I'm sorry, love.
Metri just called and
begged me to come in. Two
people haven't showed and
he's trging Lo run bar by
himselF. And he's a good
brewer, but a horrible
bartender.

Pon't worry,

Honestly,
it's more aboub
Mmaking it vp to Treac.
She's been running
ragged and could vse

some relief. OB SWORLK)

she gob some! That
wasn't why she came
over, but when I asked i
she wanted to Fool
around, she didn't
531 no.

Glad to hear it.
... Why did she come?
I5 everything OK?

She wanted My
advice about
picking a Prame.

ME. ._ Treac, I'll make it

NOT THAT I Up Lo her!
MINDED -- OR |
THAT IT WAS ANY | Oh. Wes
OF MY BLISINESS il

—— T JUST :
CALIBHT ME BY worrying about
that a lot. Maybe

SURPRISE.

] -’ too much.
' * SEE "PROCF OF DEATH".

Well, maybe not.
I don't know.
Maybe it's just me.

I don't know
about that. It's a big The L's and D's bhink the
deal. There shoviané be M's go too Par to dehumanize
political baggage attached g themselves and don't know joy; the
to your choice, but M's think the D's are timid and
there is. human-appeasers ...
You know how it goes.

And of course N Y. ‘
beinganMis |~ |/
completely out, » Spedking of, it "
"¢ sounds like you're
going to be pretity deep
in M territory Por this
Edelin thing ...

I mean, I admit
M's make me jumpy.

I don't think I could ever
really trust anvbody
who doesn't like
SeX.

f Sometimes
I hate how

nothing around
here staws
secreb.

And what
do the L's
bhink?

We think we made v -
the best choice and Well, with

: " \W Parsons running
everybody else is " nning

t...Ijust wanted to
tell wou to watch your

I think Treac's _ step. The A's

actoally mostly concerned L
with genitals right now, L
though. I mean, she knows she | Yogﬁbﬁg&; ‘“
has supportive Priends who X
won't care which Prame
she picks.

No. But I think a lot of
them would put clan
bePore anything else.

She's trying to
decide Whether she wants
the swappable genitals more
than she wants a set that
Peels like what she's
accustomed Lo.

NEXT MORNING. I HAD ONLY COME HOME TO CHANGE ELGTHES AND WASN'T EXPECTING A VISITOR.
ESPECIALLY NOT ONE WHO'D NEVER COME

TO MY HOME BEFORE. .
: Furst!
F . Is something
f wrong? I was ;uat

about to go start :

Wb
\ doing Some _ \\\\ \

b interviews .. . SR

Wl

Well, the thing
=4
YES, I 19, Pl .
ASSUMED.
I'M COMING ... I think

L, everybody I'm
going to be talking
to boday is an M. .
THAT'S EXACTLY WHY

SOMEEBOLY IT HAS TO BE ME.

NEEDS TO. AND

MIN 1= OUT.

\ MENICA SCOTT, HEAD OF
ENGINEERING, HAD INSISTED
ON MY TAKING SOMEONE
ELSE ON THIS KIND OF
INTERVIEW EVER SINCE
SOMEONE TRIED TO THROW

- ME OVER A BALCONY AND

| NEARLY KILLED ME.

i

|| SHE'S USUALLY THE ONE WHO

' GOES WITH ME, BUT TWELVE
DAYS AGO SHE'D GONE ON
MEDICAL LEAVE AND HAD NOT
SAID WHY.

I don't want to
get You ... bh ..

-t

YOoU DOUBT MY
FRICEITIES?

No ... bub that
doesn't mean we have ° )
to go out of our way to

test them. 4

YOU'RE TRYING TO
FIND oUT ABOUT
FarRaDaY EPELIN,
RIGHT? THAT'S WHAT
EVERYBODY SAYS.

DON'T WASTE YOUR
TIME FISHING AROUND.
JUST &GO TALK TO MERIS

FULLWEENCH.

THAT'S ALL
YOoU NEED.

Uh-hUh.

IF THERE /& A
CONFLICT OF
INTEREST, I WANT IT
ABSOLUTELY CLEAE TO
THEM WHICH SIDE 1I'M
STANDING ON.

And what's your
interest in this?

Who are you?

I shovuld warn
You, this is likely to
turn out to be the
biggest waste of a day
Wou ever spent.

I'M PEEFARED
FOR THAT.

I WAS A
FRIEND OF
FARADAY'S,

i 3

/ THAT'S ALL I
SHOULD SAY.
JUST &GO TALK

TO MEEIS.




Any leads I get
Prom Vigilance are
aubomatically
SUSPIcious ...

Do you know her?
Did Wou get her tag?

THEY PON'T
TEND TO LIE,
~. THOUGH.

NO, YES, AND IT Wil o
WAS HARDLY ARl

NECESSARY. THERE'S ONLY
ONE FERSON WHO
COULD POSSIBLY HAVE A
VERY HASTY VIGILANCE
FAINT JOB OVERE
FULLWRENCH

] =
EITHER SHE oA

was IN sUCH A HURRY
TO CHANGE TO THAT
CLaN THAT SHE DIDN'T
WANT TO WAIT FOR NEW
FLATES, O SHE
COULDN'T AFFORD
THE M.

ALEEADY WEARING
OFF, ToO. sHABEY. No, but they sure

+¥ Pal’ ¢an be selective abovt RS
: - bhe Groth. A

7 Anyway, what I
{  was about to say is
that Meris Fullwrench is
on one of my lists.

ANYWAY, HER NAME'S CULDA.
CULDA VIGILANCE, NOW.

How long ago did she
change clans? 7
' - I d-ﬂ'ﬁ t see ang
.y . reason why we couldn't
NOT PARTICULARLY RECENTLY. Mmake that our Pirst
ﬂ interview.
-"'-

I

AT LEAST A YEAR AGO.

This had better l
\ be redily -- Furst Deepstone?

AND THIZ |1

N WENDY BARLOWE,

\ THE COFERATICONS
MaNAGER.

Uh.

You're Meris
Fullwrench? You're
\ not an M ...

I saw You, Hester. No §
point in trying to hide.
FULLWRENCH v
DOESN'T INSIST §
ON M'S IN THE
CLAN, WENDY.
THEY'LL ACCEPT
ANYONE WHO
DOES THOSE |
: JOBS.

I wasn't hiding.
I was putting on pants. 4

Not until
Westerday, when Ms.
Earlowe told me.

. g YRR talk about it, Meris.
' E@;ﬂ: e . I'msorry. |

' Why would I
be hiding?

T | C— 1 dian't want bo

COME TO THAT,
i SO WOULD WE .
| WE'VE JUST NEVER
| HAD ANYONE BUT
NS WHO Do. 4

I DON'T KNOW
ABOUT BULWAREK. L
Yeah, what's 7 You also didn't want
bhis about? You're ( b0 tell me that You and

awPully ’fts about ‘ \ Meris were lovers.

Faraday Edelin's 1 M - i = !

death. corry, I @assumed you X : 9
knew that. Everybody else fn) Though, to be Pair,
s ; I didn't ask.

I was an M-Prame until
a Pew months ago.

S ——

- . Coldpoint seems to.

-~

dey! : | S, Neibher of
_ That's not even Wou do Eﬁ?thfﬂg

.1 ;r
;ggfjﬁ?ﬂ;ﬁ-ﬁ “T'm ot accusing anybody of anything. i r\ ridicolous. That' 51”"3‘ J dumb while T work on
. stupid. this. In Pact, you

I'm nowhere close to that yet.
probably want to

‘ﬁf‘:' L] ’-" w‘ e — keep @ very low 4
TS Y 1pIwere. it'd be _ 1‘5"‘-" { x : profile. o

just as likely I'd be ) - . \ g
- *.)__8 ‘& ! ; - ,--""

ar:r‘Ung Hf:ru y
. / [ tend to agree S

7 but there are )

people shovting in the

.. That's ridic ukm:‘r'f
corridors Por an answer,
‘5 1!":'" L
e ‘E

and right: now I don't have
Probably

pJ i better one. Do you?

: hybody else you ¢an

] r'l -

ootide Por & Second, OK? Suggest iny helppol
Woman dies badly, probably inPormation? £

murdered, and it turns out one of .

the people who could have done it

-- Who had access and ability -- . No!

i5 the new lover ofthe &
victim's ex. iy
=

Now, cbjectively, if that
person were Wou, wouldn't
Wou say that kind of put a
. target on your back?

Bt ... Ghe
mental block! ,

7
t"'-—-..._‘_‘_‘
Some people think this :
sibuation was set up 40 i:.hai:- N M
the block could be bypassed. gam#) : _‘:
people are Welling that this is a

conspiracy of robots to Mur*dw, §
SO0Meshe.,

I don't have
any idea.

Me neither. )

.
o

Yy  Well, then, we \§
{ Mmight have a problem.
Becauvse I can't let
this drop.

By the wau,
why did you change
Prames? I'm just
curious,

S,
T

Uh .. -y
when I came to
Coldpoint I bhought I )
wasn't interested 4
in sex,

Albi I realized I

But when I met )
was wrong.
i




IS IT WISE TO
MAKE IT SO OBVIOUS
YOU DON'T ACTUALLY
SUSPECT EITHER OF

- THEM?

~ Iseeyoudon't T
have Meris Fullwrench with ™
wou. I was expecting Wou to :
take her into custody. Have you [

detained her? Are you going tio?

Well, I don't
spspect either of them.
At least not at the moment.
And I think they're more
likely to cooperate iF
they know that.

We've got an
inPormation problem, and

I'm not sure wasting the day
with the rest of the list is going
to help it ... we need to attack

mobive here, not opportonity,

and right now I'm still
MISSING e ~~

- Ms. Barlowe!

Are Wou going to do
anything#

There's not
enough inPormation

l_-,"l-Et- to i o
! PARSONS.

And wou! N,
I this what you
do now, Pollow
Parsons around

waiting Por her 6o
make more

trovble? ’k \t >
\ '." \ k =

You do realize ™\

Y

improving the
sibuation by giving
her an outlet Por

! |

ou're nob \eril

-
=

her raving?

You know, I don't have a
problem with Wou exploiting that
L she's scared to death of you. I wish
. I could shut her Lp that easily.

~ BUL as soon as she puts on dry

Lhderwear she's going to come back

and start yelling that you've proved

there's a cover-up. You can't win with
a conspiracist.

b

Furst ... just about
everybody else here seems to
think M's don't believe in sex.
15 that really true?

e

been told
that since day
one, but I've
never asked an
M about it
directly. &

YOoU MaY BE
ASKING THE WRONG ONE.
I was NEVER INTEEESTED IN
SEX. NOT BEFORE
TRANSFERREING, NOT

T
&

AFTER.

\ SOME OF THE M'S wWHO
ARE VERY CLOSE TO CONE
ANCOTHER DO DIRECT CONJUNCTION .
SOMETIMES —- I'M TOLD IT'S NOT
REALLY THE SAME, BUT THE POINT
IS, THEY Po IT, SO0 THEY MUST
Do You think it's FEEL SOME NEED.

Y selP-selecting? I mean,
that people who aren't very a
interested in sex to begin
with are more likely to

k. I COULDN'T SAY.
_ choose M Prames? b

' THERE ARE OTHER
 FACTORS THAT MIGHT BE

MORE IMPORTANT. OR
MIGHT NOT. -

I DO THINK THAT IF You
ARFE INTERESTED IN SEX,
THERE ARE STRONG REASCONS
NOT TO PICK AN M FRAME. WE'RE
NOT SUITED FOR [T, aAND
GENITALS WOULD AFFECT CUrR [/
ABILITY TO WORK WITHOUT 4
FPROTECTIVE CLOTHING.

_._._'_,..-—"'_'_._._-_-_-_h-_"‘—-hh__‘_‘-
il B ~~  WE DON'T HAVE &  ~
RENOVATION BEIEF FOR THIS
AREA. IT'S UNSOUND, AND
REINFORCING [T I OUT OF
SCOFE FOR NOW.

BUT WE ENCOUNTERED
THAT SHAFT YOU SEE BACK
THEEE, AND SALl THOUGHT WE
SHOULD SEE WHAT IT LED
DOWN TO.

_ "‘1

> THE TAG'S
BEEN REMOVED,
BUT, &H ... IT'S
DEEPSTONE
COLORS. _g»
=1} SO WE WERE Ul
e | HOPING YOU MIGHT [
i BE ABLE TO --

It's news, Ms.
Barlowe. Whether
You like it or nob.

7 Myjobis to
[/ report what's
[ happening in Coldpoint.
| That: doesn’t mean just
\  the things you

N, approve of.

=,
.
.

WHAT'S
WRONG,
CHARL?

I CHARL BULWARK, HEAD

OF BLULWARK CLAN.

>

ONE OF THE
EENO TEAMS
FOUND
SOMETHING.

I THINK You
Hal» BETTER
COME SEE.

I'VE GROWN
USED TO You
WANDERING
ARODUND MAKING
BASELESS
ASSERTIONS.

BUT THIS TIME YOU'RE
SLANDERING & MEMBEE
OF FULLWRERENCH CLAN,
AND I aM INCLINED TO

TAKE IT FEESONALLY.

[--ah...1
wasn't .. I
mean, I didn't
mean --1 ...

THIZ 1 EXACTLY
wWHAT BETH AND I

- D

.

IP it were 3

human svspected of N
killing a robot, Beth would be'§
all over the place making as
much trouble as Parsons is.
Maybe more. she'd have all

of Vigilanze out in the

corridors.

Like I said,

You can't win with 5
either of those two, and
Beth doesn't get to take the
high ground this time just
becauvse she's not the
one shavting.

" YOU PROBABLY
WaANT TC COME TOO,
M. BARLOWE.

IT's GARE.

I CaN TELL FEOM
THE SCRATCHES.
EVEN WITH HaLF THE
FPLATES GONE.

CHAEL, SARE WaAS
LAST SEEN IN AN
EXCAVATION ON THE
FaAR SIDE OF COMPLEX
. THERE WaAS A CAVE-IN.
WE ASSUMED THEY'D ...
WE DU&S OUT FOR A&
WEEK. NOTHING.

HOWD THEY
SGET ALl THE
waAY OVER
HERE?

I DON'T
KNOW, BUT I
CaN TELL You
THEY WERE
DROFPPED DOWN
THAT SHAFT. WE HAD
TO Dia A LITTLE To
RECFEN THIS AREA,
S50 THERE'D HAVE
BEEN N OTHER
waY [IN. NOT
FOR YEARS.



You're sounding a IT'S AN INJUSTICE NO

TOOK THEIR MOBILITY lot like Beth, there 3 MATTER WHO DID IT.
... TOOK THEIR COMMS ... r WISy I'M FEELING A
THEIR SENSES ... RIFPED Furst. LOT LIKE BETH!
OUT THEIR ID ...

Well, maybe vou
shouldn't be.
Becavse this isn't the kind
of sibuation we were

talking about earlier. AND THIS

= THE
SECOND TIME
TODAY YOU'VE
DOUBTED MY
PRIORITIES.

A human didn't do this,
There's no sign of any weapon
like @ beamdrill being Used. They
. Might have used an incapacitor on
THEN THREW - @are Pirst, but that'd have to be
THEM DOWN A SHAET - clamped tio them. Do You see a WE'LL DIeClUsS
AND LEFT THEM THERE - human walking up and getting g LBk e

TO RUN ©UT OF POWER! . WA 7
CAN YOU IMAGINE? LYING away with that i TELL THE REST OF

THERE, UNABLE TO MOVE - 3 - THE CLAN.
OR HEAR OR SEE CE = y .

SFEAK, KNOWING THAT
N YOUR TIME wWaAS . %
RBUNNING oUT? And removing all those

vibal bits -- that was done by
Furst ... hand. They Were ripped ofF,
_ lagree, it's Furst. A human wouldn't have
\ horrible. But -- had the strength.

-

THERE'S NO 'BUT,’
WENDY!
rorms oZEA T ce wic
1 1S A J! I @Gare was killed by ™
T S et JriE another robo, Furst, and \

DESERVE! OR I WILL! ; 5
iP wou were thinking clearly |
Pight now, Wou'd have seen /

THIS & AN readi.
INJUSTICE TO EVERY | ababeal. .
ROBOT IN
COLDPOINT!

Yes, well, 50 has
Furst. And he'll realize
that, once he's vsing his
brain again.

I've never seen him that angry.
['ve never seen him have any emotions
at all, actually.

14 that why Wou didn't tell B —
him the rest of itZ Didn't want: him - And then the shit is
to explode? really going to start.

ZLISANA QUINCY, AKA ZLSY-8. NOT o -

MY EMPLOYEE; WE'RE AT THE SAME - g | Maube I just
LEVEL. IN CHARGE OF POING wanted to buy muself a
TRANSFERS; IN HER SPARE TIME, IS . < likkle time before that
COLDPOINT'S SOLE MEDICAL STAFF. - y =5 Yotana
INCLLIDING CORONER. OFTEN . ppens.

ANNOYING BUT SELPOM WRONG. /

Yes, you do. You're
Pright, but it goes Purther
than that. There was a Pight.
They never Used an incapacitor.
I'm not: sure there's more than
two of them in Coldpoint, and
wou and I both keep ours
locked Up.

I don't know
what You mean.

i

[ ‘jﬂ
- -
Disposition of . '._'
the body? Ask Furst,

The killer ambushed Gare But I wouldn't ask
) somewhere they wouldn't be him right: away.
overheard and carefully, methodically, et
tore Gare to preces.

i

L]

ADor an L couldn't do that. They're not '
strong enough. They might not even
_ know what to tear off.

@are was killed bgl
another M, and you've
known it: since the moment
You saw the body. 88

But it wasn't a .
contest. I would have been ™
prfrrrecmu iine with Albi Seeing botk b
q of 05, and Albi knew thab. Albi would )
Ms. Barlowe, You already know that N have been Pine with it too. The one
I'm working. I know. I'm sorry. everything wou're going to ask Wwho wasn't Pine with it was ¢
I told your supervisor, and I me about is garbage, 50 Why !

ge, £ Faraday. o
won't keep You long. waste my bime? 4\
o | Y Maybe I just ' " When A

ey

want to hear Mou RN started seeing me, ."H‘
sauit. e Faraday lost her shit. Albi
I wanted to - /i - didn't want to burn bridges,
ask You some : Tk , . but eventually she had to stop
More questions : Fine. speaking to Faraday becavse |
Without Rester A/ I hadnothing against '\ Yl Faraday was just 50/
around. ' Faraday. Albi had nothing \\ completely crazed A
against Faraday. Neither _ about all bhis.
oP us had any reason to /
want to kill her. -~ 8

I'm trying to
get @ handle on
Motive.

. I think

Faraday might even
P have been stalking Albi
And don't give me ' Por a while. I hope she
the jealovsy bit. Why \ didn't ever actually
would I be jealous of D “threaten her.
Faradaw? IF it was e
some kind of contest

Por Albi, T won.

=

" 1P she had, and
Wou khew ... what
would wou have done?

\What would you do to
. keep Albi saPe?

\""-.

O'mon,

You know, Wou ' Wendy. I turn m .
can't just walk ba.:haﬁor- g ii’E".'.rlf'1

around getting in A
people's Paces like you [ days ...
do. Murder or not!

Not ten seconds
after I get out of
medical, Gloria calls and

tells me Wou've gone ofF

determined to make gﬁtﬁ%tﬁﬁ ggﬂf

guess it doesn't matter )
what I do ... like knock
Hou into next week!

You're

Now, hold on!
I am not/
I don't think wou --

She doeshave a
sidearm, Min.

You wanna stand
down, big lady? Wendy's
got nerves of steel, but

I'm kinda jumpy.



THIS IS STEJ ORLO.
SHE DOES ASSAY
AND CHEMICAL
ANALYSIS. MIN MET \
HER ON A MURDPER © \
INVESTIGATION g
WITH ME ANP THEY

HIT IT OFF.
i putting

3;

l"

A

I'm sorry I didn't tell you I
was transPerring. I didn't tell
anuybody. I was worried that if I talked
about it with anyone, I'd lose the nerve
to Pinally go f:ahr'cru%h with it.. I've been

it oPF Por years.
~~  Iwasworried
something was actually
wrong ... but I understany. [
I think Gloria's got the
same problem.

” Jusk 50 long as you
weren't afraid I'd be
upset about it.

COh, no!
I know Wou better

than that. I

know Wou

wouldn't care one

way or another.

A QUICK SUMMARY LATER

The thing is, even though

It also wouldn't be
any of my business,

I wasa litkle worried
what stej would think ...

technically I only have to establish guilk
ko my satisPaction, in this case I've got

people screaming Por an outcome, and they

already have ideas about what that

outcome should be.

I'm just not sure it does

N

Fullwrenches and Bulwarks who
workin

any good to talk to dozens of

were

in that area, when at best I

Might: Pind a sliver of a motive that

isn't nearly as strong as Meri
or Hester's.

‘I

; "Oh, yeah, I heard that <
such-and-such was still mad at
Edelin Por something she said Pive
Years ago" isn't going to make
headway against Getbing Rid of

”‘\_ bhe Trovblesome ExaLwer

is’

I don’t think either Meris or

Hester did it ..

stick, I n

SEhn
.but to make that <O
eed to Pind a better candidate,

and I'm not sure how I'm going to do that.
There's nothing obvious. Next step is trying
to siPt through Edelin's social circle, and

that could Gake weeks.
I don't have weeks,

NO, I DIPN'T JUST RANCOMLY RUN INTO PARSONS. I COLLD HEAR HER
SHOUTING AT BETH TWO CORRIPORS AWAY, AND CAME TO CHECK.

I WONDPERED WHETHER BRASS HAD DONE THE SAME, OR IF SHE

REALLY WAS FOLLOWING

) .
headlight
cover it v

PARSONS AROLUND ALL PAY.

nit up to yoor
5! You're helping her
p becavse you don't

. want anyone to know a robot
murdered someone!

PARSONS, YOU HAVE

LOST WHATEVER MIND YOU

I"l‘m\\ MAY HAVE ONCE HAD.
\\

ITs A GOOD THING

BECAUSE YOU PROBABLY

-" [/ YOU'LL NEVER TRANSFER,

LDN'T PASS THE MENTAL
INTEGRITY CHECKS.

IT'S FLUNNY —-— PARSONS /S SCARED OF FLIRST, BT ONLY

FURST. NOT M'S IN GENERAL.

WELL, AT

SHE'S NOT SCARED OF BETH.
FEESDNAL.F £ TH."N.*. BETH'S MUCH Sﬁ*AE.u’EE

LEAST ONE OF
YOU STILL SEES

EEASON.

You're
welcome.

Pon't get too
thrilled about it.

Some daus you're the
one wWho's inches From

Yes, what were You
about to say?
Spunds mberestmg.

-= Sigh -~
I suppose it's
going to come out
so0h anyway, and I
think wou're ,
entitled to have
it;, Beth ...

being kicked out, and

Wou know it.

Especially .

once Wou --

Pelitical
sUppression,

Bub you, Ms. Brass,
I'm net sure about.

I could keep it
on hold until you
releaseit ... .
s PO T
appr#crate it, but I
don't think that'd make a
vsePul difPerence.
All right..

@are Peepstone's body

was Pound this morning.

that's what it is.

2 I'm not going to
b Porget this.

Which is silly, and
Wou know it. I like
Wou Por yov.

Well, I aid
think 50 ... I just
got a little
hervous.

l, Actuvally, iP
anything, it makes it
a litble easier.
aocially.

Ch, I have
some Priends who
are suspiciouvs of
relationships between
humans and robots. They
don't Ehink we should do
it. It's very strange.

Not that it would
have mattered. IF any
of them had given me any
grief about Min, I'd have
told them to go jump in @
reclaim.

What iP it's a
different kind of
Mmotive?

~ Don't think you can
deflect this by insulting
Me!You want some insuits,
Wou cold hunk of machine?
12 aﬂ;_':_

Did you even
listen to what I told
Yol Westerday? Did

Yoo think I was
kidding?

Look, bePore Wou
go oPP, wou need ta
F‘-"-Hﬂw;_'__:!-"_

dlbernative Frame is
pretty bold Por someone
Who was nervous about

the whole thing. Pid

B\ 3tej balk You into

that?

S Iusy-Q@ did!

She thought I'd
be a good
candidate.

It may not be
dlbernative For long.
che's galling it an

Prame. she savsit's a
better version of the D.

b Ask her about ib, she's

N got @ whole spiel.

Mostly I like that T
don't have to wear an
p—. mFr:mﬁ::r anymeore. I can |

-';_ \ get al that dinectiy!

_J f%?ﬁ

e -;#‘ =

y.-r“}

S Now, tell Stej and Me
about this mess.

\ Maybe we can help.

Meris is sucha good
candidate Por it bhat it makes me
wonder iF someone's Praming her.

Whether the actual motive is ko get
Meris in trouble.

How would
someone even set

A bab Up. 6hough? 7 114 be more concerned

With why.

> But you're right, that'dbe a
very difPerent kind of grudge ..
does, I think, bring us back I:-a
Fullwrench agam Which is a problem
becavse I'm not: convinced they
won't put clan over justice.

Let me try. I
know some of them
pretty well and they like
me. They might give me
information they
wouldn't give You.

There are a Pew
who come to mind
right away. Let me go
talk to them, and I'll

A check back with Wou
. laber today. £

Thig is the Pourth
time I've had to
inbervene in your
— garlérage in twg days.
'm tired of it.
e
: Now here's :
What's going to happen.
You're going to be very
quiet; Por at least a week. No
shouking in the corridors. No
stirring vp trouble. No
interPerence with anything. In
Pact, it'd probably be best iP
Wou didn't: leave your
home.

I absolutely can.

And you're geing to
cooperate. know why?
Becauvse iP I have to deal with
You again it any way Por the
next several days, I am
throwing your ass out of

Coldpoint.
No discussion.

Now get out
of here.

BUT I HAVE TO
&0 TELL SOME
N PECPLE RIGHT AWAY.
& THEY'LL NEED TO
KNOW.

B g

CULDaA 1 NoT 9
&OING TO BE
HAPPY.

Ms. Brass, did
Eeth just actually
thank me Por
something?




Haro Bulwark?

I'm Wendy
Earl we. The -z

. OPERATIONS MANAGER.

YES.

I'VE HEARD YOUR NAME.
FLEASED TO MEET YOU.

wHAT CaN I DO
FOR Your

wE need to balk N

ba w:-u Por a8 F’e".r

- T

/ NEITHER OF US °
HAD EVER TRIED TO
HAVE THAT KIND OF
ARRANGEMENT WITH
SOMEONE OUTSIDE
~ OUR OWN CLAN
\  BEFORE.

e

R

I KNEW BEFORE HALFWAY THROUGH THE PAY
THAT IT WAS GOING TO BE THE KIND OF
NIGHT WHERE I REALLY NEEPEP SOMEEBOLRY
TO BE IN BED WITH ME.

UNFORTUNATELY, BYLA AND TREAC WERE
BOTH WORKING, AND I CERTAINLY WASN'T
GOING TO INTERFERE WITH THAT.

EVEN THOLGH IT MEANT I WAS FPROBAELY
GOING TO LIE AWAKE MOST OF THE NIGHT.

This area's a Pall
hazard, you know. Not a
good place Por humans.

At the very
least, you shovld be
wearing high-viz. Even
the M's turn on all their
lights When they're
Up here.

SOME FEOFLE IN THE
GL-:N'E: ARE VERY .

7 IT TURNS OUT THAT ‘)
g

w2 ~ \
"’:J "'tannr-’-'-h? )

INDEED. &

THET DIDN'T APPROVE,
. AND THEY DIDN'T
% HESITATE TO MAKE

s

> THAT KNOWN. _
e

"I DON'T SPEAK |
|/ FOR MERIS, BUT I
CERTAINLY DIDN'T
ANTICIPATE THAT
REACTION. IT WAS
VERY y
\D1Er¢._.GUF'..-=.ElH~._-.= y

.|"

“'-.. e

-

- T
/’ I CAN'T HELP \\

BUT WONDER IF
THAT'S ONE EE#-E:DN

SHE CHANGED

FRAMES. PERHAFS

SHE wWas AS §
‘\DE&UE‘:TED as T 4

WS, /
U‘ :

-

\

I'm not going
anywhere near the
edge. And You can
see Me just Fire.

Yeah.
Whether I want
Lo or not.

"l.

_/’

M’'S, EVEN MORE THAN
THE OTHER ROBOTS,
TEND TO HAVE VERY
MINIMAL HOME NEEDS.
A POWER SOLURCE AND
A BED, ANDP SOME OF
THEM WOLLP CGNE!EEE
THE BED OPTIONAL.

THERE WERE SOME
ELIRNISHINGS WHICH

MIGHT HAVE BEEN A

PLACE TO SIT, OR THEY
MIGHT HAVE BEEN LOW
SHELVES. I DECIDED
NOT TO RISK IT. l

{,- --- YES, WE WEEE ... WELL,
LET'S =AY WE WEEE IN A
RELATIONSHIF, I THINK THAT'S
FROBABLY THE BEST WORD. THAT
w:‘-\-.-.: BEFOEE SHE MET ... WHAT'S
-.. THE PERSON'S NAME? ALBI?P

T, THE CUREENT ONE.

T,

",

" 80 before
she changed
M Pr'a MES.

'*r‘EE- I saw HER A FEW
WEEKS AGO AND DIDN'T
RECOGNIZE HER. IN FACT, WE
WERE A FEW MINUTES INTO THE
CONVERSATION BEFORE I MADE
THE CONNECTION. NOT A
A CHANGE I WOULD HAVE MADE,
. BUT I THINKE IT WORKES WELL

b ON HER.

I'm sorry that didn't
come bo anybhing. Ik was
the only lead I Pound.

I can keep looking ...

)

i
.

= |
PA O 4

That doesn't
sound like there

was any bad blood

between you.

OH, NO, NOT AT ALL. SHE
SEEMS HAFFY WITH HEE NEW
FERSON. WE DIDN'T SEVEER OUE
RELATIONSHIF, YOU UNDEESTAND.
IT JUST CHANGED NATURE
SLOWLY. AND HONESTLY, IT'S
BETTER THIS WAY.

|
| e
I'd appreciate it, but I alse
don't want it to eat too moch of
wour time. I still think this kind of
ﬁmhm; isn't bhe way bo go. I just
don't have a bﬂtter' one yet.
E

You khow, I used to

bhink that the M's were
the stable ones, the ones
who didn't have any quirks

or nebroses ...

I don't know why
either of you would
think that. Look at

Beth Vigilance!

=

4

Meris, you don't
uhderstand. I'm not T
trying to get you Por Wi
murder. I'm trying to

get Wou out of it.

I had sort:
of hoped that
Beth was the
excepbion to
_ bhe rule. No, no, they're all just
as strange as the rest of
us. They just bury it a liktle

deeper, so it seeps out in
very weird waws.

MY JOE IS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS MY STAFF
CAN'T SOLVE. I'M THE SECOND LINE OF
DEFENSE. THAT AUTOMATICALLY INCLLIDES
CERTAIN KINDPS OF PROBLEMS —- LIKE MURDERS
-— WHERE ONLY SOMEONE WITH MY LEVEL OF
AUTHORITY CAN INVESTIGATE.

BUT THAT DIDN'T MEAN I WAS PARTICLILARLY
SUITED TO SOLVE THEM, NOR THAT I COLLE
JLST DROP EVERYTHING ELSE TO TO St

I COLLDN'T SPEND WEEKS | NE FOR
MOTIVES, KNOCKING ON m JD ASKING
ANYBODY WHO LOOKED PROMISING. I HAD

I don't think Wou did e
it. But a lot of people W
bhink Wou're nots just the 8
best candidate, you're
the oniy candidate.
I have to come up With
a murderer at least as
pfau-Sfb[e as you are, becavse [
don't just have to convince

} Mjﬁelp I have to convince
ﬁ & everyohe else.

OW. Great.

I appreciate your not
throwing me to the wolves,
I really do.

But I don't know what you
think you're going to get
Prom me,

We think it.'s possible
someone is trying to make you
ook like the murderer on purpose.
What I'm trying to Pigure out is who'd

want to set Wou up like that.
Someone With a serious grudge

against you.
S0ME Names.

I was hoping you
could come vp With



Throw
someone g/se to

the wolves, huh? All

.

ight.. Problem is, I
can't think of

anybody. I try to

avoid pissing
people ofF.

Well, since it

seems to be a theme

here ... what aboub
ex-lovers? Old
relationships?

There hasn't
been much. Haro
Bulwark and I had a
thing Por a while, or
we tried o ...

didn't

work oub.

But there
was no ... I mean,

we're still Priends and

everything. We both
knew it wasn'c
working --

Yeah, I know.I
talked to Haro already. )
Anybody else? /

|

50, STHL NOTHING USEFLL ... ALMOST.
ONE THING SHE'D SAIP STAYED IN MY MIND, LIKE AN ITCH.
WHEN I GAVE IN AND SCRATCHED IT, IT LED ME SOMEWHERE I'D NEVER BEEN.

Ziz, I toldyou
not to --

Putiting me under
house arrest isn't
enough? You have to
come Lo MY home to
harass me?

Go away’

=

o i

-9 {“’ I'm not here to harass

Yo

.\.‘

1“'\

G loria, I rle:*d a 2
ome rr::e:abmrl Por -5 N
-‘LH- e
WeMy!I was
[ just about bo call
You! Gloria wasn't
I, sUPe Where You
were ...

.I' T

-
i
|
!
L
]
i
1
i

g Hoh?Z

u, Parsons. I'm here to
ask You a question.

One question.

CIL MENARD.
RUNS
AGRICULTLRE.
USUALLY VERY

LEVEL-HEADED,
‘*ﬁ:ﬁﬂkEHWS.
]""G'U Ve Qﬂlt b ﬁﬁfh t.cr

S0 SEEING HER |
w AGITATED WAS
N, -.:"'-..,'__
Furst! he's making
everybody ¢ra sz

What's he
doing?

AT MOST AS
WORRYING AS

FURST BEING ON //4
A TEAR.

4 “He's runnmg through all t.he
o Ms f-rwng to Pi

Culda Vigilance®

¢ Culda, I guess } o

.. but that was
ages ago. Nothing

bePore that.

You don't
need to be
dressed to
answer the

question.

=WHEN WE WERE FIRST
STARTING, OUT OF

OF PREFAB MODLILAR
HOUSING. LITTLE
ONE-ROOM SETLFPS
MEANT FOR SPACE
STATIONS AND SUCH.
EVEN HAD AIRLOCKS.
THESE SFACES ARE
ALMOST AS MINIMAL, IN
TERMS OF AMENITIES, AS
THE WAY M'S DO IT ... AND
NOT MANY PEOPLE WHO
AREN'T M'S STILL CHOOSE
TO LIVE IN THEM.

I APMIT I WAS A LITTLE
SURPRISED PARSONS DID.

I WAS ALSO SLIRPRISED
SHE LIKED THAT MOVIE.
MAYBE SHE WATCHED IT
FOR THE LOST CAUSE AND
NOT THE ROMANCE.

-.-: -

4

Culda, as in
wasn't Vigilance

Yes, but she

then.

She was still

Fullwrench.

Actually,

the reason we

her
going Vigilance was \IRth

broke ’

up. She started to get

- really into thab.

deing it, but she

me to do it boo,
wouldn't. I think

Vigilance are

of vaeless,

—
= s

\

I didn't

have a problem with her

wanted
and I

(4

.

-

4

kind

" But again, there was ™

¥ nothing .

.

M not saying we

stayed Priends, I've barely
seen her since, but there

wasn't any

... I don't think

she had a grudge.

And that's
really all you can
think of?

I'm not even
dressed ...

NECESSITY WE USED A LOT :

One question,
Parsons, but it's a very
important one, and it would
be very much to your benefit
to be honest and

Porthcoming with your _

answer. Don't you
threaten me.

I'f.'

IPI ever threaten
Wou, Wou'll know it.

: Cil, I hate to
53y it,, buk I can only
Work on one murder

at a time. 4

I've got to get
soMewhere with Faraday

Edelin bePore I can even

think about Gare ...
going to be a lot harder
to solve anyway.

Y Who knows?
./ Maybe Furst will Pind

who's

out something in the
meantime. M's are more

v

ind oub who killed N

lele 1\ likely bo balk to him than
' b0 Me.

= I canimagine.

They're not
going to talk to
him when he's like
this, Wendy. I've
hever seen him

bhis vpset.

7 OV, bub the |

.~ Ms. Barlowe, remember when

|
Wou asked whg I ¢changed Prames?
When I came to Coldpoint, Iwas sure I
wasn't inberested in sex, and not much
\ more interested in relationships. IP I had
. been, I probably wouldn't have baken

an M Prame to begin witih.

f"',,.---"'"_""‘---.___“
You were N
out throwing a

Fit. about Edelin’s

death before the

news of her death

was made ’g"

public.
/

Uh ... ng,
that can't be
right --

You got
that inPormation
From someone.
You may not even have
redlized that was
sspicious. You may
have assumed
everyone knew it.
“r': .

But whoever told
You ... either they
disobeyed my instructions
in order to leak it to You, in
which case I need to Pind out
WhY ... or they are someone
glse Who knew about the
murder. Someone I don't
know about. Someone I
need to know about.

I need @ name,
Jlaire.

.-.""...—ull-"
N

bhing is, it might "t
hot just be

. personal.

“.'h
—]
-——-ﬂ
—_
T

It might also be
political, and that
means it might
leave a big mess.

b

e BePore yesterday I
anything done ... T think he's decided didn't know he gob
R\ one oF them did it and he's not gamg

5-\ ba stop until he badgers one of

~i \ bhem into admrttmg it

7 I knew it was '
P gamg to be bar.t

“aare! He's keeping them Prom geﬂtmg

He Peels very
protective about the
M's and he's taking
this personally.

Sl !
“"’ﬁ:pmblem is
" that some of them Mrghﬂ
have had ... call them

:ﬂemagucai reasons Por
hating Gare.

V*——-ﬂ:&
(

gorry, I have to run,
And I do mean run.

-
# @loria, I need you to
send me best guess
where I ¢an Pind Culda
Vigilance.

Right: away.

- Lusy-@ never answers calls, and I've
\  got to get to her bePore she decides

Misguided to dispose oP that body.

reasons, You
_ Understand.

/
~3

Lﬂar'e
changed Prom N
Deepstone Lo

Vigilance ... and then,
. aPter a while,
\ changed backto ,

Deepstone. £ 2

Y some of the
more ... Pervent
Vigilance people

saw that as a
.. betrawal ...

It'll be OK, Cil. TP I'M.
right: about this, then
the end's in sight. 4

o

— - -:'|'. ——

= e
B,

... and some in
L‘es*pstr:rn# never
Porgave Gare For

changmg to Vigilance S
\, in the Pirst pfarz‘ﬂ r .

“IP I'm wrong, T'l
Find Furst and talk

(=5 him down.

=
-\_l"‘-‘

1 don't think he can
e biaw vp the place in the
: hext hour.

Bot I still can't.
We'll just have to try
to keep it under
control until I --




SOME M'S THINK THAT ANY
KIND OF HOME SFACE, EVEN
IFIT'S JUST A BED AND A
POWER HOOKLIP, IS MORE
THAN THEY NEED.

THEY HAVE SOME
COMMUNAL AREAS JUST FOR
THAT ... THEY CALL THEM
CHARGING ROOMS. OTHER
FRAMES CAN USE THEM
TOO, BUT I'VE NEVER SEEN
ANY BUT M'S DO 50. BUNKS
WITH POWER CONNECTIONS,
BUT ALSO ALCOVES WHERE
THEY SLEEF AND RECHARGE
STANDING UP.

I HAVEN'T BOTHERED TO
LEARN HOW THE FEOFPLE
WHO USE THESE ROOMS
SETTLE THE POWER BILL
BETWEEN THEM.

FOR A NUMBER OF
REASONS, THESE ROOMS
ARE ESPECIALLY POPLLAR
WITH VIGILANCE CLAN. ONE
OF THEM WAS THE CLOSEST WHO —-
THING CLULDA HAD TO A
HOME LOCATION.

WHAT I ITF
HUMANS DON'T LIKE TO 60
INTO THE CHARGING ROOMS.
NOT ONLY DO THEY FIND
THE LIPRIGHT SLEEPING
CREEPY, BUT IT'S USUALLY
DARK. M'S DON'T BOTHER
WITH A LOT OF LIGHTING IN
THEIR SPACES; THEY CAN
FPROVIPE THEIR OWN LIGHT IF
THEY NEED IT.

CLAIRE PARSONS, AMONG
Ayl o
i : \ a
HOTBEDS OF ROBOT Rarloa. Sorny, 1
SEDITION, OR SOMETHING

didn't mean to
LIKE THAT. HOWEVER, FOR
ONCE, SHE MAY NOT BE

startle you. But we need
ENTIRELY WRONG. -

to talk.

OH!
DID waﬁ% EA%:LGHE ON MERIS
..DDY OLLOW UP © 1 . - "
I DON'T LIKE YOUR YOUVE LOST
FULLWEENCH? . |IMPLICATION. YOUR MIND.
I knew that'd be / ri"‘;”igeﬁﬂgw?ég;
your Pirst question. k-l
Y q When I say it
outright.

I'M sure You'd like ) 4
people to Ghink that. A

i You and Gare
" awr;rfg ;;é"fffp lin went to Vigilance
into that washer, but . o R B
i dﬁ' %"‘d imwm:: Gare's death, her reaction
s e e "'"g e was thab You weren't going to
oot i take the news well. I asked
2ne Pkl Cwas her Por more a Pew
korned on. Minutes ago. She says
Wou were close.
) I ask again,
It's very Culda. Why do you A
iMpo ' You ' i want to Prame Meris But Beth isn't
Eﬁﬁéﬁiﬂgﬁ%ﬂggfﬁjﬁiﬂ Por murder? always a good judge of
bhis, ish't it7 First you told people's smobional reactions.
Claire Parsons about Edelin's aha honastil Gudn. 6 Wow How
. knew about at the bime JUSTICE? COMING AFTER ME Vigitance. Not only were they
except two M's and WITH A RIDICULOUS THE::JE‘.T??DLI walking away [-jr*r;r.l.!., wou, thew
T myselp ... GANT PORRIELY FROVE! were abandoning ideals you
... and When thought they shared.
Parsons didn't Deserting the cavse,
connect the dobs Past .
enough to SVit You, You Oh, I'M not, trying to prove 1 h;,::a?uﬂﬂéﬁ,a;
500ght, Me ot and that. I'm oy asking You about . R ey
implicated Meris that becavse I want to ff‘gﬁb-ft —Ffd,gﬂ%
directly. | uhderstand your mobives. Murdering Gare NOPE, BUG Bl AIdn
Why, Culda? Deepstone i bhe one Forget and you
That's my Pirst T prove. didn't Porgive.
question. _.

F

I'M WAITING TO HEAR
THE PART WHERE You
_ PROVE ANYTHING. 4

I DON'T Have To
LISTEN T ANY
MORE oF THIS!

YOU CAaN'T JUsST PUsSH
FECOFLE ARCUND! SOME
OF Us ARE TEYING TCO DO
WHAT'S (MPORETANT, AND
WE'RE NOT GOING TO STOF
JUST BECAUSE SOME
HUMAN THINKS --

There were
traces of paint on
Gare's body plates.

-= AHH, T DON'T
Paint that came ofP

KNOW WHY I'M EVEN
TEYING TO EXFLAIN.
While Wou wenre
subduing them.

3 Probably.
There are
several people in
Coldpoint wearing
Vigilance colors, buts
only one whose
colors rob oPP.

Certainly you've
It really is managed 6o chip away at
shoddy work, I MAY NOT BE ABLE TO GIVE Your block quite a bit, to
Wou know. YOU WHAT YOU DESERVE do what Yoo did.
& BECAUSE OF YOUR DAMNED
MENTAL BLOCK, BUT I THINK I
CAN MAKE YOU SORRY!

Which is why I had Min TgLE?r”GE jﬂEHT:_? paFrthar;gEf{a;::E%;iIng?e?ng
sneak in the other door. You &TILL DON'T "HL;L-'E called a tyrant by a murderer
ANY REAL PROOF. whe'd say anybhing to save
Lheir ass.
I thought if I came in : :
with a sidearm you'd be even
Mmore bncooperative than you
were. I was hoping to get
S0Me answWers, You know.

You're not
understanding the
program. This is not the
“guilt or innocence" phase.
We did that already. I was
mostly done with that
bePore I came into this
room, and then You
D\ made it certain.

T,

SO JUMF IN A
RECLAIM.

A LITTLE PAINT ISN'T
GOING TO DO IT. PEOPLE ,
WiLL SEE YOU FOUND AN M TO |
MAKE & SCAFESCOAT INSTEAD
OF DISPENSING JUSTICE.
THEY'LL KNOW.

This is the "mitigating
- circumstances" phase. IF wou've
the record, I'm got anwthing you want to say or
already sorry. THEY'LL KNOW YOU FOR explain that you think might make me
THE TYRANT YOU ARE. -

Peel more [enient about what's
coming next, now is the time.




In that ? 7 BUL ... bhese
Really? things are

dangerous .. And when you

go, it'll be really
dark ...

THEY'RE %
DPANGEROUS WHEN 5
THEY'RE ON. BUT IT'S §
NOT, AND IT'S NOT LIKE
SOMEONE'S GOING TO
COME IN aND TEY TO
USE IT WITHOUT
NOTICING YOU IN

TOU WANT TO
CATCH THEM,
DON'T YOou?

LOOK! THE DOORE
DOESN'T LOCK OR
ANYTHING LIKE THAT.
IF YOU PANIC, JUST
FUsSH IT OFEN AND
GET OUT.

MERIS AND ALEBI

LIKE TO walLkK BAaCK
HEEE FORE SOME EEASCOHN.

I DON'T KNOW wiHY.
FROBAEBLY BECAUSE THEY

THINK IT'S FREIVATE. BUT
THEY'RE RE&GULAR
ABOUT IT.

IMAGSINE HOW
THEY'EE &OING TO REACT
WHEN YOU JUMF OUT aND
TELL THEM WHAT YOoU THINK
OF THEM. IMAGINE HOW
MUCH BETTER YOU'LL
FEEL.

AND THAT'S THE OHNLY
FPLACE IN THIS
CORREIDOR TO HIDE.

Yeah ...
that's true ... She was naive and
they've got this possibly heartbroken and
coming ... Wou exploited her.

but ... Lh ...

how long -- SHE wWaS AN [DioT!

LIKE T 4D, / ALL HER FRIENDS TRIED TO

THEY'EE VERY
RESULAR ABOUT IT.
I DON'T THINK YOU'LL
HAVE TO wWaIT MORE

THAN FIFTEEN,

TWENTY MINUTES
AT MOST.

MaKE HER SEE THE TRUTH.
FEOFLE SHE'D KNOWN A LOT
LONGERE THAN ME. SHE
REFUSED TO BELIEVE IT!

And Por that she

deserved to have ’ &

the Plesh boiled off
her bones? y X
- LI

SOMEONE HAD TO
DIE! THERE WaS NO
OTHER WaAY TO --

To do what ¥
To wreck Meris' [ife?
It was so important to You bo
destroy Meris that you'd kill g8
somebody bo do it? - k

L

L]

I don't know that I've

ever heard any good motives
Por murder, but I dePinitely think
jealousy has got tio be near the
bottom of the list. It's so pebiby/
What a complete waste -- of wou,

of Edelin, and if you had your

wau, Meris too!

AND DON'T
WORREY ABOUT
THE DARK. THE
FOWER COMES
ON [N EIGHT.

All that just
becavse Meris didn't
want to be with Wou

anymore ...

Ah. S0 it wasn't
jealousy, it was bigotry?
And you think that's better
somehow?

I COULDN'T HAVE
CARED LESS WHAT GRUBBY
LITTLE HUMAN MEREIS
WANTED TO BE WITH.

I DIDN'T EXFPECT YOU TO

BUT SHE STOFFED

UNDERSTAND. THOUGEH,
EEALLY, YOU s~5OULD, SINCE
YOU'RE SUFFOSED TO BE
LEADING THIS FLACE IN THE
RIGHT DIRECTION.

... Jou and I have very
difPerent ideas of what
progress looks like.

BEING AN M.
SHE ABANDONED US!
b= And since you already
think I'm a tyrant, I've got
nobhing to lose by telling you
bhis: Your ideas are wrong
and mine aren't.

THE OTHEERE FRAMES ARE A
STOP&AFP. THEY'RE FOR THE
TIMIP. FORE THE ONES WHO CaN'T OR
WON'T ADMIT THAT THE OHNLY waY
FORWARD |1 TO LEAVE BEHIND THE
IDEA OF BEING HUMAN.
COMFPLETELY.

SHE SET BACK THE
CAUSE OF FROGRESS
JUST &0 SHE COULD &O
RUB BITS OF SKIN WITH

SOMEBODY! WE'RE NOT HUMAN

ANTMORE. WE'RE BETTER
THAN THAT. ONLY THE
M-FRAMES SEEM TO REALIZE
THIS, AND WE WON'T TRULY
PROGREESS UNTIL
EVERYONE DOES.

And that's just how
it's going to be.

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT MAKES DEALING WITH M'S DIFFICULT FOR ... EVERYBODPY ELSE IN COLDPPOINT, I SUPPOSE ... IS THAT YOU CAN'T READ THEIR FACES AT ALL. NO CLUES. NO IPEA HOW THEY'RE REACTING.
FOR ONCE, THOUGH, I WAS IN NO MOOD TO CARE. IF EITHER BETH OR FLIRST WERE INCLINED TO REACT POORLY TO THE THINGS I WAS ABOUT TO TELL THEM, TOO BAD.

Furst, if you're going to
be the leader of the M's,
however tnofPicially, then you
have a responsibility to not
tolerate this, and discourage
it Wherever you Pind it.

BePore we go in
there, I want to
make this clear to

both of You: That just became policy.

Two seconds age.

IF you don't want to do that, then
the M's need a diPPerent leader and I
need a difFferent director of
excavation. But I don't think it'll
come to that, do you?

I am nob happy.

In the last two days
I've learned things about
the M's that put me in
Moods anywhere Prom The 2lan
bemused to horrified. structure is vseful
For M's in @ way it wouldn't
be Por anyone else. I don't
want to eliminate it. Bot it is
not a license Por bigotry! I'me
hearing about M's being horrible
not: just about humans or other
Prames, which would be bad
enough, but to other
gians. This is not
dcceptable!

Beth, I need You to become But we re
aware that Wour actions have going _ba_ggt to
consequences and -- I think -- Gt in Joo 8

thew're oPten consequences Wou don't second.

actvally want.

Becauvse I don't think you're a
monster, see.




She directly
murdered a robot, and
indirectiy murdered a | o]
homan. She did this
witihout the
slightest bit of
remorae, and she did it, :
Beth, largely becavse Sl
of things wou ’
~._ baught her.

Now, I'm not:
throwing all the blame at
Wou. For one thing, learning
L what I have about M's, I think
there were some obher bad 1
inPluences. Vigilance aren't the
" only M's with a superiority
0. complex. 1
She's not. No, don't 5ay anything right Also, I don't really
&he fan hear and see Us. b now. I don's want bo hear believe you ever intended

But her mobiliby and comms ' ib. Just lisben. anybody to take your ideas that
gircpits have been Eutj and PHF You've never preaﬂhed that

x : e B ' But still, this is the
theu're aoing to sbau cub unkil humans shouvld be killed if they don't : ol e
A it bt transfer, or that taking any Prame ' consequence. This is What
decigion. Or mavbe other than an M is bad E‘lﬂr happens wWhen your ideas gEt

. Ooldpoi e felai into the hands of a Zealot.
longer:. i ggﬁg}g ghfiziﬁmgﬁﬂﬂﬂ Someone who doesn't: know

limits, someone more than
a bit sociopathic.

i

B e
And the thing is, 2
this has done Vigilance
real harm.

You have twe murders
associated with Wou now.
With your beliefs. Justly or
.| unjustly, it's a stain on wour ¢lan.
. That's not going to help you bring
W people to your cavse. she's
- lePt You a big mess.

This isn't a Pree
pass. I don't want to
= iy _ You -- or anybagg -- to get
Which is why you're going to |5 = S iitio Ghe haoih of LAKING this iy
ide | E : S~ ¥ - kind of thing into your 4l
decide what to do with her. | own hands. g -
This is a cne-time special
dispensation. I Pound her
guilty of murder and remanded
her to her clan Por sentencing. £

The end. I'll accept any judgement
Vigiance, domt 4oo? 1t < @ except letting her of? without
Vigilance's mess. Vigilance T | e ~ : £ penalty. She doesn't get to just
" shouvld bear some — 1| b Bt " ok carry on like she did bePore.
responsibility Por Vo PR N A : . O Apart Prom that ... —

E r f
cleaning ko At L i Tt ¢ _ : : Want to leave her lWing around unable to
i dCL L, - ; move or talk? Fine with me. Expel her
' . - £ ¥ Prom ColdpointZ sure. Put herin @
matber reclaim? IP you think
that's what's best.

—_
-

Think about b, Y ()1 by
Beth. Deciding her 13 Pl
penalty is probably the '\
" best single thing you can do [ 8
Lo convince people Wou

... You doregret and ' : : _' | But I can't give you
disavow them, I hope? : e 1 long, I'm aPraid.

A FEQF‘Eﬁ andrdiﬁavow her / {
Sy actions. 8

-]

o

THERE —-- I TRUSTED FLIRST, AND EVEN BETH, ENOLIGH TO HANDLE THIS ==
: PRESENT. I THINK SHE WANTEDL MY IMPLIED ENPORSEMENT OF HER

I WOLLDPN'T BE ABLE TO SAY LATER I DIPN'T KNOW WHAT SHE'DP

WCLUEPN'T HAVE PONE, BUT IF IT MADPE HER FEEL BETTER FOR ME TO BE

STARTED TO REALIZE THAT BETH, LIKE FLURST, HAD EMOTIONS SHE PIPN'T

AND THEN I WENT HOME AND
SAT TREMELING AND NEARLY
CRYING FOR THREE HOLRS.

CLLDA HAD NO LAST WORPS, =
BECALISE WE NEVER RECONNECTED + =
HER COMMS CIRCLITS. -~ :

AND THERE WERE NO REMAINS, =
BECAUSE THAT'S THE WHOLE POINT =
OF A MATTER RECLAIM. -
WASTE NOT, WANT NOT.

- =

I heard about : © OPcourse it hurts.,
Culda and thought: You - I'd be worried if it didn't.

Might heed some And I, Por one, am

company. prepared to demonstrate my
; absolute conPidence in your
leadership.

... 1 can't do this
anymore,

I'm no good at it.

What are wou
talking about? You're
brilliant at running
this place.

It hurts
becauvse Wou care
about the people You're
judging. Even the nasty
ones, It hurts becauvse
you want tio be sure
That's not Wou're doing the
it. Bunning the : pres; right thing.
place ... that's "
what I was hired
For. I can do
that.

IF uapu Pind
; : yourselP becoming
i#gﬁ g ' y callous ... saying "I don't
J " But being ivstice \ Jv ) e { care about these people” ..
i oo & gt | P X then we can talk about
ponishing peapie ... deci m% ’ . whebher you can't or

who lives and dies ... I didn , : i
aion on Por that. shouldn't do this anymore. #,f |

I guess [ can
even solve crimes,

ndib horts. < \ B0t until then, you're /Il
. doing just Pine. - =9

i
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