To be completely Prank, I
believe your company is
overvalued, and has been since
its Pirst day of operation.

IF wou really were all
that wou say You are, You
wouldn't need to be Pishing

Por a buyer, would You?

-~
-l
-
1-\."-. ™
e

Now, I'm prepared to start a
business vhit of My own in bhe same
area, but it will be very costiy--I'd

be beginning Prom Zero.

It'd be cheaper and
easier to buy yours and
rehabilibate it into something
that actually is worth its
reputation.

At any rate, I see no
reason to reopen this
discussion. My offer is not
going to change.

You've heard the
old saying about the
carrot and the stick. [
haven't ever had much

In MY experience,

Qur choices are
to take wour

oFPer--which is barely a

third of our valve and
austs all of our current

leadership--or try to
conbinve as we have and
watch as you ramp up 8

competing business

which is designedto

wreck us?

And this is what
Wou consider a
Priendly
negotiation?

When You give someone a
carrot, they just come back
later asking For more
carrots.

use Por the carrot.

But if you use the
stick, Prom then on they go
out of their way to avoid

SOMELNE ONCE SAID £OF VANESSA SALKIND THAT, BAD AS IT WAS T&

HAVE HER FEOWINING AT you, HER NOT FEOWNING AT YoU WAS WORSE.
IT MEANT YOU WERBEN'T SIGNIFICANT ENOUGH TEO ANNLY HER.

Excuse
Me a
Mmoment;.

Yes?

... 8he's here?
I'll be vt
immediately.

S0 much Por N
hoping she'd take
pity on s,

v IP it's any
/  consolabion, I don't
bhink any approach would
have worked. You ¢an't
dappeal to her better

_| Thank you very much

Por coming ...

y  Don't try
to make it nice.

I want to see
bhem, right: now, or
not another word.

And they had

better be all A8

being hit with it again.

right.
nature; she doesn't e _
have one. '
And if you
try to do i
anything to me, I'll §
Make sure you
regret it. I didn't
come without

B4 Honestly, there's
dePenses. A

1 no need to take that

7 1'm sorry, bhis is very attitude. I'm not: @

important and I have to
go attend to it.

You have my offer. Feel

Pree to respond any time

Maybe I should
within the next week.

| have made Wou ofPer | _
her yoorbody. &~ pceordingbo N
~" 1 reports, she doesn't
\_ have sex either.

I believe You know

Wour way out. I can't imagine

Why nob.

- e .. e / Youdon't g
‘ Seriousiy? F’" The body mass was ™ ) ) \
4" roughly equivalent, they 08 _— P
- | *f can't make trouble as easily, Idon't even “SC
| and iP they somehow get out, no i have @ way of knowing
one will khow to try to revert it's really them ...

them. Likely they'd get they're not reacting

taken to the Zoo. ), bome at all ...

7 They can't see you
well. The glass distorts N
MUch more Prom their side. -
Would you like me to show I wooldn't trust

BN ; Z
gau their ID scans? dl your system not to
5l N i Pake them. |

{ 3
| . B
b s 1 Ethics are the
ol one luxery I can
rarely afford. 4

W haveany
ethics at all, |
b dououZ A

And wou ¢an
hardly claim high
ground. I heard what
Wou did to those
people Prom
Morphic.

OF course. I only did this '

( becavse it was the only way I had of '
getbing you here. v

That was
about survival.

K I want them reverted and
L released. Now. I want bo see them back )
o to normal bePore I go any Purther. &

_.-—._._-_-_-_-—h‘_

_— Bt

T,

" Youwere N~ TRl o 1 wrote that years ago, and .
{ wearing all that '} Thf. gy by~ g g 0 it was a purely specolative
~ underthat vgly /[ sweater's one of the ‘Lf' , adil = ®  article. IPit had had anything
\._ sweater? _~ | Pewthings I havethat ; Lcantlet i ~ in it, Morphi

.. - gs 1 have A 1) , . concrete in it, Morphic would
20 : \_ Conceals it all. _/\ anyone know. /SS8d “._hever have let me publish it. ~S——

: 2 .. A s o = " But I'll stand behind the

{" theory. I'm certain it would work.
. The physical process isn't the
Main issve, though.

-

S -

| P "--.___'_'___h‘r__,_,_.--"'
P ~_ | TR
#...__..-' I have a0 mething ""*--.,,h "'I"':"' / wmin T ! . P ‘
called Koscivsko \iiiti 3 i
[ 4dyndrome. The doctors ‘———o e B - : ~
speak gibberish, but the }f e T LLLERR L P
\ gist i5, MY MUSCles aren't [
\ doing What my brain /i

h,

N\ tells themto do.

S ___ﬁ' il ]

S

There are ...
logistical diPficulties.

/ Wearing is an :
electrical stimulation
[ device. It ... wasn't
. designed Por this. I
. had it sent From /

......"11.,___ 1:'1 a p a n -
-‘""-1..__ ‘
_,__

7 It's working ... Por G
7 now. It shocks my
[ nerves into behaving.
[ Without: it, I can't really
- walk, or move MY arms. Bub :
it's only going to get: [ .
\‘x__ Wworse. So0n this won't — —\“\

be good enough. They Pound one S

! _ | reference to one person
g who believed she could

I had people
: searching data
everywhere For possible
answers. All the
. literature, anything
., bhey could check.

repair progressive '

degenerative neurological
conditions via an
dlteration bed.

SE=TTiDiREY AN AAmES EY TERILEYY



That's not acceptable!

There is no one I
¢an rely vpon to run
things competently Por
that long.

Well, it's not
hegotiable.

It can't be done quickly.
That's the point. Not iP the
regrowth is to succeed.
About six months.

And you have to stay soPt the
whole time. Do you know what that means?
Your immune system is almost completely disabled.
This procedure would make Wou especially vulnerable. ||
You mustbe in a sterile isolation bed. There is no point |
in regenerating your nervous system iF you're :
going to die of some cheap rhinovirus
midway through.

—

Actvally, there's no point: in any of this,
becavse I haven't agreed to do it, and I'm not
inclined to. And you know perfectliy well nothing you
¢an do will make me. IP I can keep Morphic at bay
Por years, I can certainiy handle wou.

—

... I Was told that the

No ohe You
trust enough,
Wou mean. .

7 1sn't that
what I said?

40 Wou want a cure,\
but You don't want it
badly enough to risk Hﬁ,
losing a little mone ;1
While You're away?z )
~ It wouldn't be a
little money. You don't
understand the level we're
talking about here. One or
two bad decisions ... there

could be nothing For me
to come back to.

Jlaude!
I am with someone,
And you know better than to speak like
that in Pront of company!
Now say it right.

Uh ...
Mommy, there'th a man at
the dethk who wanth tio
thee you.

I think he'th
real mad ...

Clavde, I'm very

disappointed in you. You
barge in when I've got a guest,
Wou Porget Wour manners, you
were sloppy with your makeup

this merning--1 can see

razor shadow ...

This is the kind of thing
that makes me ask why I
should help you.

Do you want me to
tell Ellen you've been bad
When she comes Por your

play date tonight?

I knew when I
married that Albert
would insist on sticking his
dick in me. What I didn't know
was that he'd Peel it was his
prerogative to stick it into
anything else he wanted
to as well.

I don't
know iP Clavde
would have taken
aPter his Pather,
becavse I've never
given him a
chance to.

IP you keep
treating him like
that, one day he's
going to snap, and

wou'll be lucky iF you
live through it.

But this just goes back to
what I was saying. I can't trust
anyboady. I need to manage my
aPPairs in person.

Maube so, but I can't
change the science Por You.
And wou can't be in two
places at once--

--albhough--

HAM.
I have an idea.

=

reason Wou Pled Morphic was
that you Pelt their tech wasn't
being vsed to help people.

My tech.
I invented almost all of it..
They don't like people to
hear that.

I see what You're trying to do.

But there's some people who deserve

help and some wWho don't.

And You have the ™
gall to tweak mePor

That's Brad
Halper at the desk,

isn't itZ

He ¢an go to hell.

Ne, don't tell him that,

stopid thing!

Tell Nelissa to tell him I'm

Then start

- behaving properiy.

No, he won't.
He wants the money
boo much.

not here.

Wait!

ethics?

You're going to look me in
the ene and tell me I deserve a
death by inches as I become
trapped in my own body? You'd
condemn someone b0 Mother?

| There's someone at bhe
Main desk Who--

Now apologize to
Ms. Helga For
interrupting vs.

I'm very thorry,
Mith Helga.

He knows he
inherits, and he knows
he won't get it if he

i ey When Clavde was

sixteen and I had his sex
changed, I discussed it with
him First. I told him he could
either go along with it or he
could get disowned and make
his way on his own. He

When I told him went aleng with it.

how I was geing to
treat him, he went along
with that as well. He hates
it, oF course. But he's

You ¢hanged
being patient.

his sex just to
humiliate him?
e
No, I changed his sex to

keep him out of trouble. No

settlement:s, no paternity svits or
hush morey ... I don't know if you

uhderstand. When you're this rich,

oU don't have any Priends.

veryone's looking Por a piece

oF the cash.

Once I'm dead,
he can have his dick
back and get in as
much trouble as he
wants.

Maybe I'll have
knocked enough of his
Pather out of him by then
that he won't get into any
trouble. I wouldn't bet on
it;, though.

B
‘nanih

/ prematore to
tell wou. It may
not work out. It

\ Mmay not be

N, possible.

[ :

Give me a Few
e davs. I'll let you TS
know, one way or
another.



I don't

I thought you
kHOW Mou.

Helga Steinholz. were older.

Steinholz--7

Prove it.

I've always wondered how
Wou managed to keep brain
tissve viable during dormant
pericds. There should be
significant neuron decay.

... Come on in.

I also wasn't sure
whether you were in
some Morphic gulag

sSomewhere.

Grab any chair. I
can't sit down ontil I
shower. There's no way to
clean out the tissve vats
Without a mess.

No one's sighted
you Por, what, Pive
Years now?

I was too visible whenI ™
Pirst lePt them. I had no idea N\
they'd react the way they did. I |

had to go seriovsly covertina |
huery, or I would have beenin &
. their gulag. Or dead.

\

They did eventually
Pind me, even 50, and I ...
responded ... in @ way they
couldn't ignore.

A ¢lass six
scanner! Not very
many of these around.
You know, with a couple
of add-ons wou can
convert one of these
into an alteration
bed ...

e -r_-ﬂﬂh:_--_-i-*-*.u-:-q-‘_u-d—-_--_i-:-r
= - e —— L

They're leaving me alone
how, but they won't admit it.
258 They want to keep me thinking
. = ...t they're aPter me, 50 I won't take
W the tech somewhere else ... or

Y b e ;
| bake the to court F—

Finally meeting? Not
that it's nob
G interesting.

Bot it's still saPer to
_ keep a very low profile.

T
M

I don't really have
a need For one.

=

A FEW MINUTES LATEE-

50 she
just wants a

My customers don't
khow what they want.

4
L

IP they did, they'd just go
get changed in one of wour
beds and have done.

loaners

LELLTAE
Vil

\

Or they do,

but don't want
to admit it. They don't Pigure it
¥ == == out until they spend time in one L
ey N | Y of MY proxies, and by that point e
y b ' they've gotten attached to that
experience, and it turns infio a
permanent-rental kind o
> sibuation.

s

vy OP course not, but
Wou put people in
proxies Por
short-term vse ...

atill ... it'd be
interesting to see iP
it could work.

The big problem would be
Mmaintaining enough of a neural
connection Por ker to drive the

proxy while still allowing wour

stUPP to do the regen. o

,l‘";,.
{f At the very least it'll need a
. completely new ¢rib design.

That's not
actually my
business model.

—— o

7 1 hadn's been

told wou had an

-". "
'W: L] ‘-"‘--.._ e
:.._“ -
g N, e S
R it ———
"‘-.‘ T T,
o e,
;J. T "'-.‘.
L

/ It's Pairly new.

\ {\ appliance arm. ;.a"l

[ Makes some of the |

..#'r 5
B\ _work a lot easier. /

L
r,
o,

A

w il
| T —— _‘I_._,..--

i\ T

1 Come

-
o

I have
something I need
wour help on.

But before I
explain, let me tell you
up Pront: There's at least
ohe reason it's a
horrible idea.

What's the
reason it's a
horrible idea?

The client is
Vanessa salking.

Exactly. And
she can't be
trusted.

Yet you want me
to get entangled
with her.

Not: without
appropriate
precauvtions, no.

S

o

.
™
-
N

S

S\ downstairs. }

Right: now she's playing -

hice becavse she knows I'm ﬂj;' m:.,” gri_bgrnhrnt?afﬂ e . — '...-E
her GH[H hope. permdanent rencal. — .:_.-.— [ ———— e o e ——— =

_i '_# _= #'IIJ-.
. ————— e e —————— —
— T T | ——————————— T -

i : — ' e ——
doesn't do gratitude and she S That's one R s . E— [
has no sense of honor. As soon as BB possible approach.
we're Pinished, she'll start thinking Pl I canthinkoPafew S
about what we do and how she can ..__......"""—'“ | others, -

Make money Prom it. And she'll try
to blackmail us into
cooperating.

I'm bevond Pear of
exposure at this point, but it - f
wouldn't make My liPe any simpler iP '
the situation with Morphic were to .
heat up again. And I'm sure you 5

value your privacy Por the same
kinds of reasons. .

IP we do this, we
have to de it in 8 way
that ensures she's not a
continval problem Por us
aPterward.

Interested % —
enough to keep —
discussing it?

Let me go take a
shower Pirst.




voLoh ...
daaaaanh ...
aaah ...
oh ...
oh ...

Pleath?
You ¢an do
better than
that.
MayI,
pleath, Mith
Ellen?

May you what?

May I
e U=
:'n'I.EH IP[EEI'.':FW COUM,
Mith Ellen ...

2ay "pretty
please."

Pretty
pleath Mith Ellen
may I com pleath I

You really are the

best sis5y.

71 really do

Are Wou all
worked Up now,
little girlZ

Do you need to?

Do you want help?

think Wou're
the cutest
thing.

You know, if
Wou lived with me,
it wouldn't have to
just be play dates.
We could play aif
bhe time.

Mommy ...

e

... Would be real mad ...

M

! = - Well, you don't have
| e to do everybhing your
= MOMMY S3US.

You should
think about it.

THEEE DAYS LATER-

il e, wd i

A SUICK TOUR.

.r""f.- '
¢ Ms. salkind, this . ;
i

L Cecilia Hu. The proxies are Pully

realized homan bodies. They pass
medical scans. They ¢an be given IDs and
50 Porth. Thew're alive in every sense
except sentience.

I
;

-

S~

Your biming is
good; I happen tio have
several on hand right now,
which is vnusoal.

I don't exist. \
I want to make that clear. ]
You don't know me. ./

-1 could, but it takes me Pour

.
“.‘
"

e

} Y g,
e
& 1‘"-..:_‘-
|
L ]
— R 1}| I ] =

IF you can work with
that, then I think we've |
. 9ot a solution Por you. /

r
e

N

You've got quite
a setup here. Why
aren’'t you more public
with it:Z You've got to be
barely paving your bills
with word-0P-mouth
business ...

—

I like complete
Preedom to choose
MY customers,

Hold as still as
You ¢an, now, and
don't talk.

o -
- -‘# .h\
x L™ “

EEET , ;
Preexisting cnes?
When Dr. éteinholz described this,

[ was expecting you'd make one |
that, ... ah ... looked like ME.__,,;-""

MONths to grow a new proxy. You WA &
 dlready have to wait several weeks B i - e |
. While we build the special bed . Yo AT

g
T

* -".
' — Do I need p%c; :
L R = take all this oPP? It's
""%L T 7 Er tricky, and wou'll need
S - bo help me move ...
. ~4§ =
- o -
_: Er——
-— = E’m
b B % e ——
e - o' @P=2
- ._E T WS
" [ 3 -

... No, it
shovld be all right.
They don't: cover
enough skin to
interPere.

—

-1 see your point. | oy :
('-., ) - ! ]

-
o L]
¥

o

_|__:'=-..__ _,,..-"f s .
e 4 . = -
M" Come into the ofPice. I
——_  wanbtodoascan.

80 how much is this
going to cost me?

You know what they
5ay: As long as you have
your health ...

It might not be that bad.

We'll need wou to pay the cost of the

new bed--that's Presh overhead--but,
under the circumstances, I'm prepared to

waive the cost Por vse of the proxy.

We think three weeks to build
and test the bed. In the meantime
Wou should work on setting up the

identity Por the proxy.

I suggest Wou suddenly hire an

execubive assistant. -



}'r:rur' pray
' date i:-amght.
15 cancelled,
Ellen.

1

I".
y

You're out of
the rotation.
Permarentiy.

I don't want to see
Wou here again.

—

.|-

_.l"

You were out of line. Trying teo
get: Clavde to run off with you?
What were you thinking?

You were
watching vs?

'IE." K
S
W0

4

I covldn't be a good
parent if I didn't, keep
track of what my child

was doing at all

Not directiy. I
[ooked at the
recordings (aker,

y

Why £
What did I do?

T

You bitch! Wherﬂ do you get ofF

ﬁﬂondque%mg me? Telling me what I'm interested |
in? You don't have any idea! Maybe I actually love hrm. .

did wou ever consider that?

~~ You know, you've
/" Pucked vp his head so badly
that if he ever gets off his
leash, he's going to end Lp With
the Pirst woman who's halPway
hice to him. You think I'm trovble,
wait Lill you see what's out

L]

‘e

That includes
khowing wWhen he's
being preyed upon by
soMeone who's only
 interested in his
S Money. My money.

4

T~

You will not get >
another chance, I
assure Wou,
.f.

SIXTEEN DAYS LATEE.

You never did tell me how
Wou keep the brain Prom
deteriorating when they're
dormant.

Oh ... there's a routine that runs, it
Pires off neurons semi-randomiy, so they
all get: exercise.

50 the proxies
dream?
... I never
thought of it
that way.

'
*,

there. He

could do a lob

worse than me.

Ha*_.-.r‘ﬁ bhe

" Readings
. are good.

This is the part

I'm not conPident in.
I'm used to physical

",

Speaking of
deterioration, I'm
still not conBident in

p, OIS 5€at- Sy, you didn't
I\ like My SVAl erib

design.
N N

i

L
Atrophy's always a
problem. This seat might be
the best thing I've come Lp
with, Ehough. I'm Ghinking of
using this as my approach
Prom here on.

L

.

F

It's not that I didn't like it,
it's just You had to halP-Preeze
them bo avoid atrophy iF they were
going to be in there long-term, and
that kills signal ePPiciency.

IPthe muscle
stimuolation works.

/

20 ...doyou N
Ghink Ghe proxy
efPect is amng Lo

. be enough?

. Normally, I'd
53y yes.

Bubt @ woman whe can
wear a Pull-body
electrical sex toy all day
and not show any reaction
.. I'm not sure about her
sgxual response.

1
i_il-

HE—_—

",
T

Heh.
I thought I had
better not ask her
whether she knew
what that was
intended Por.

Lhes T .

e

Still, we also
know her nervous
sustem isn't what it's
supposed to be right now.
That makes a
diPPerence.

Yes ... and the proxy connection won't
have that issuve. she'll be Peeling some
things Por the Pirst time in a long while.

But, honestly ... I can't be sure.

\.

connections.

e

Got to get You an

alberation tank to

try out. All vibes. 4

I think that may be why
I've avoided them.

.

oy

akill, again, iP this works, I'm
keeping it. My customers
hate the neural suits.

e
[
~ o
L™

Well, we knew we were

i
o

He could do a lob
better too.

)

IFClavde ends upin a
relationship with someone while
I'm alive--and that is hardly a
given--it will be somecne I choose.
Someone Who satisPies my
~ sbandards. Not Clavde's.

aﬂ’fﬂfﬂ_‘
Now get out.
And don't try to see him. IF
Wou're caught on this property
b D'l have you arrested. <

-
-

KL

b

=
1
-‘ r

20 we're
basically Pinished!
What do you vsvally do
Por a test cycle? Put

Misty in? -

Can't
vse Misty,
she's g

You're
kidding.

She hasn't, been
out of that proxy in
years.

There's another person
You haven't met. Name's
Birdie. I can vsuvally talk her
into testing.

I was thinking you
might do it.

Oh ... yes, I don't
see Why not.

Not, today,
though. We still have to
haul the bed over to the
main area and hook it
into the sustem.

likely going bo end up doing sbage |

two no matter what.

And she's given
s exactly the hook
we need.

This morning. I'm
going to need to get
on it right away.

I ¢an do the test run . :
but aPter that, I'm gcrmg bo

be impossible to see in

person For quite a while.

Are you all right: with
getting her into the proxy
and oriented and so on
Without me here?

Sure.
She's not even close to
being the worst customer
I've ever had.




e L S e ——

TWe DAYS LATEE-

Hey, Doc!
Back to yourself again.

.-...-....--il-""‘.‘“'

L

T
.! ! i

i what's this really |
' about? I know You.
Why do you want |

us cleared out?

ThW/o DAYS LATEE.-

Mommy/
I don't needa
babythitter!

Which brings me to
why I wanted to see
both of wou.

with Wour job, but Flux tells

L

I'm relieved. I was a little
worried You were going to stay
with that other look.

Mso, every day I
spent: connecting that
appearance with the

name "Helga steinholz"
weakened both My own
secrecy andthe
identity [ vsvally
vse it For.

Notb a
chance. I
prefer looking
like mysell

whenever
possible.

It turned out to be
the right thing to do,
though; My instinet not
to show Salkind My own
Pace was sound.

Hello, Jer. Thank
Wou Por coming.

delt,
How would the two of wou Peel
about an extended research trip
overseas? [ have a colleague in Munich
who will extend credentials.

Jer, I realize it
wouldn't work out well

Yeah.
I'd have given notice soon

anyway. As it turns out, I didn't
have to. I couldn't come Lp With a
ood reason why [ went missing
or @ week. I sure wasn't going

bo try to tell bhem I was
busy being a puma.

Me You were on the
verge--

Ch. Well, I
apologize Por that too,
| though it doesn't sound
like condolences are
necessary.

OH, bub, Doe,

Because of [

salkind. I'm going to be o

... engaged ... Por an s

extended period taking care

of that matter. I'm going to

close vp the lab, and I won't

be available, so it's better
if you two aren't

vuinerable.

Mother, I'm
twenty-Four
Wears old.

Nonsense,
You're too woung
to be trusted
alone Por an hour,
let: alone For

. months,

I apologized

Flux Por getting her .

caught in this mess, bub Y
haven's had a chance to A aﬁhézﬂﬁa:’lgbﬁ .t

apologize to Wou, e 039- BEING G C " And

kind of Pun. Y& ot Dack Hu

/ them by making as much
noise as we could during

sex. How were they
going to sktop L&?

atill, it shovldn't have
happened. Flux knows she
takes some risks by being
associated with my work, but: I
don't consider it acceptable to vse
her that way ... and wou're a
complete bystander, so
~ that's even worse.

It's intolerable, and I
don't inbend to let it pass.

Now wait @ second. I don't like
You risking yWour neck any more than
You like risking mine ...

That's the
¥ thing, thovgh. She
won't be able to get
bo me. She won't
b know where to get

¥ Bub she knew
how to Pind you. And
she could do it again.
Her promises are worth
hothing. IF this goes
badly and she
retaliates ...

IP it works out
as I hope, we won't
heed to keep watching
For her aver our
shovlders. But until
then, we have to be
very careful.

Which reminds me, I'd
like to change your
appearances too. I'll Pake
some ID Por You.

You'll have six
months of javnting
around Europe incognito,
on my dime. How's that
sound?

oA

Talk to me
like that again,
likle girl, and I will
wash your mouth
with soap. £

»

Iﬂ

AsParasI'm
concerned, the only
thing wour being '

twenty-Four means is
that wou get inbo bigger
and more difficult  /

‘*K kinds of trouble.

* SO

And your little
W Priend Ellen made it
i clear I can't trust any
N\ of that ot to watch

" You need to be looked

b after at all times.

Clavde, this is
Your new governess,
Ms., Elsa.

Clavde is 3
bit shy.

7 Now:You will have a
governess while I'm away,
7 and you will cooperate with her.
No, more than that: you're going to
be an angel. A perPect princess.

i
-

I know You like ¢ q{
to Porget that--or '\

over you, eibher.

Wou like to pretend
you Porget that--but
I'M an advit. I can
take care of
MyselP,

" Hello,
Jlavde.

B

IP I get: @ bad report From her,

Wou'll regret it in ways you can't £

imagine. Do Wou
Lhderstand?
-~ Sigh --
Yeth, Mommy.

Now, in addition

to being closely
r"' sppervised, You'll Pind \-1
that Clavde needs to be
kept entertained. When
she's bored she gets
petulant. she does have
regular duties during the |
day, buk the rest of the /
time, you have to  /
watchout. -

e
.-"
o

'H-‘ ==

Y
¥

1.‘_.\
!

Pon't worry.
I have plenty of

diversions in Miﬁd.ﬁ Y.



p

“Don't wo rry, though;
she'll be monitoring your
progress closely.

(| Z4

=5 There wasn't any

need. She's never done

the intake. This is MYy
Pacility.

Pr. steinholz
isn't here?

We shouldn’ t-
N waste time.
There's a lot of
prep to do.

;—’P E:_‘--...___‘h“

I'm going to need
! Wou to completely empty
your bladder and bowels.

. Then you'll want an
B anhﬁeptac ahaw:«r

3 I'm afraid we're X
| also gmﬁg Lo have tn
g#t- rid of your harrf

—

- /";ﬂn'hen Wou enter
/ the proxu, you'll be
immersed in a thick
liquid. Pon’t panic. It
. only takes a Pew
\  Seconds Por the &
>, bank to drain. f...--""

Sobhisis
what: I paid a )
hundred thouvsand
dollars F—'ar- _,,,f"

= —

Ty
And worth every
penny. Combining an
alteration bed and a
proxy erib inone |
. Wasn't simple. .~

-

Fah i
11 '-’-‘:F:.'{I‘,

Po you make ail
Wour ... proxies ... with
bodies like this?

... MY mother would
have described this as a
‘baby-making body.'

You were
tempted bo say

something
P

’

Anatomy isn't
destiny.

And it's the Pormat
MY usval kind of
customers prefer,

Who are your
psval kind of
customers?

Come over here, i
['ve got some hair |

~ I must look ks
absolutely
_ ridicolous.

It'd be even
worse iP it was the
Pull suits.

|
L LLIW
Ne0p 000000000 000%,

|

We had to go a difPerent way
» Por you than Por my vsval
v customers, The suit would
interfere with the
alberations.

To drive Ghe
proxy, the bed needs to
capture nerve signals Prom
your body and your brain. For the
body, we ¢an get by with
transmission pickup instead of
contact pads, but not For the brain.
4 Especially since your body is '
N, _ Making deteriorated impulses,
% *Kﬁa brain signal’'s even more
e :Mpart.ant. Por You.

“Which is why ™
1: You shaved My 1 3

" head?

e

x’ }'55 I didn't want

/ to risk bad contact. We'll

{ torn oPP hair growbh while
Wou're in there with the

\  alberation Punctions, and

Y Pegrow it Prom scratch

" When you're done.

This is ... 8h ...
going to take some
i getting usedto ...

Watch your step. '\

The bottom's curved

and your balance is
probably off.

IP you start to Peel dizzy,
that's your inner ear telling wou the
signal's Pailing. Get out of Wherever
Wou are, quickly.

5 Yoo can go pretty Q.
Y MUCh anywhere in the city, 3

but don't leave it. IF you go
out of range, the whole

&
thing's blown. Let's see.

warned Wou about that,
I told Wou about the hair
situation ...
I think that's all you need.
You're on wour own Por the
next six months.

I recommend Hou
spend the rest of the
afternoon buying some

clothes.




THE NEXT DAY.

THE END ©OF THE AFTEENZON -

SgenNs bo me like
we've covered
everything major ...

I think so.

> And just in
bime, 500 ... Mr.

h... good
morning, Ms.
Pembroke.

;- ~
{R I M*-r_ [

I khow who ljcru \

"-n.""-n_._‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_-_-_._-_‘
T——  are, Clavde.

b 4
. -

q""‘-—-..___...—-""'-

Mpr. Brent?
I'm Lisa Pembroke.

You're her useless
5issY son. Aren't You
supposed to be talking
like you're Pive?

Well, never mind that.
She says you're supposed Lo
help me out, tell me what I
need to know, and so on.

Jusat remember, she put me
in ¢ r*harge of this place ... and as
Par as I'm concerned, that means
I'm in charge of Hou too.

Jes, the girl
warned me I was

getting an "executive

assistant."

I don't know
what to think of
that. I might be a bit
oPPended. Ms. Salkind
has never refused to
deal with me
directly before.

It's not like that, I

Now show me where the
oPFice is. We've got a lot to
get done today.

And I don't like doing
business with strangers. OF
course, iPf we were to get bo

know each other ...

Brent should be assure You. Her absence
- coming in any : _ R { _ was urgent: and aPPects the
b MiMUGE ... . B S S e o entire operation. Alfher
B Yes. Do you want : R RN 3 .8 business is going through
Me to stay? me Por the moment.

Good lord, no! What
would he think? Go on,

(P L
Mpr. Brent, I don't think
that'd be appropriate,
do you?

I don't see
Why not.
Business

associatbes have
dinner together

And I also
assure Wou I'm

¢

Blackmail, or
very near it. And I
krow what he thinks
bhis will lead bo.

quite
ompetent. Hm. That's as
may be, but it skill

5tings a bit.

Bub I'm only having
dinner with Wou. You
uhderstand? This does
not lead anywhere.

" How would Wou Peel about
MY buying You dinnenr?

all Ghe time.

It might be
inappropriate iP I
were seen as trying
to inPluence her
dssistant ... but
you're in ¢charge No onhe
right now, yes? would ever have
tried this with me in My
normal appearance. It's
hot just that they're all
scared of me ... they
don't think I'm

attractive. There's

something to be 5ald
For having that tool ..
and it's not like heisn't ¢
attractive ...

No, I can't doit.
Lfanl?

. All right,
Mr. Brent.
I accept.

p— il You may "1 asaumed
2 - well be right, ’ Wou'd want to
but she's your W . N\, know.
Mmother's pick Por A
the job, 50 we
have to live
with it.

¥ . l’.-". " .‘."-.‘
Y ' Olavde?
- Is something
\ Wrong, dear? /

Just do the
best Wou can.

-~ You don't e "
" have to talk like ; Defhgﬂigé::ﬁd
that around me, 3 y ', either.
Clavde. I'm not going 1 "*-,.
to tell your
mother.
: = BY the way,
something seems to
have gone wrong with the
cameras, None of the
interior ones are
Punctioning.

I doubt anyone
will be able to Pix it
uhtil your mother
gets back.

thank you.

I'm just not sure
about Ms. Pembroke, I
don't know if she knows

what she's doing ...

| That's ... vh ...
A, thank you Por telling me.



-
h

I'M sorry, what was that?

I said it just seems
like @ shame.

z
I can't get What does?

over how this all

Doels. We've had a

nice dinner; some
great conversation; a
couple of drinks ... it
seeMs @ shame to let
the evening end
NOW.

Nothing hurtis!
Everything works the
way it's supposed tfj

Mr. Brent, You
Food tastes better now. There : Made mea -
shouldn't be any reason Por that! ~ promise/ (— Thatl
And alcohol ... well, O, I might be a little \ X - knew You'd
drunk, bub I can't remember the last R 2 break.
Ltise I even bothered to try--

I did, and I'll keep it

1 . but: it Peels like a

N missed opportunity,
don't you bhinkZ

Wait, T think he just said 4

somebhing impcrrtanb;_j*’

Maybe ... but I
have a pro oPessional
reputation to
considenr!

No, you don't. Nobody
knows who Wou are.
Anyway, in some of the circles
where we do business, this is
the kind of thing that
iMproves wour
reputation.

No.
There is no wayl am
going to bed with you.
Forget it.

THEEE DAYS LATEE-

.. and we got the contract ;
renewal Prom Mr. Brent this morning, so
we don't have to think about £Aat For
arl::thﬁr- two years .

— _-—n_._
. "l—

I said, the rep
Prom Synergistic
systems will be
here in a minute.

Jlavde has been
paving more
attention than I
. f \ thought, all these years.
; '? ~ \ . e knows the business
| " very well. Much better
than I expected.

S0 it did work ...

Mean, he probably would Jg apo
have renewed anyway, but _/ J A

that doesn't matter ... -~ God, that Pelt 50

/| good ... I don't know

-~

sending someone
really junior, and I
What's goingon ... I % : ' tLhink it's a little

never expected to ' : \_ insulting.

actually enjoy sex -
Hm e | LA = 7 I'm going to
i _ \ . | 34 I have to be very
-

. careful about him when I
We want it badly, so get back to being me. He

we'll end vp making a deal \
anyway, but I Peel like we H&gg? Ha;gﬁ.gr}%iﬁiﬁg

shovld make them sweat a |
little. Show bhem bhey can't | flose tﬂhﬂ;fd_f Y to let

- - : o . take vs Por granted.

"._—l— g,

Certainly never —
did with Albert, or any of |
the ones before him ... did I ~,
L\ just happen to get someone _ k:
> who was really good? Or is | e Oh ...
bthisboay? ) e Ve,
e I think that's sound.

Feel like the
only way to Pind out is
to try again with
somebody else and see
what happens ...

Tl '/ You had better get
“ ﬁ;‘é é"ﬂﬂ;ﬁ” A \  out oP sight noW.

gorry. What was that
last part again?

Ms.
Pembroke?

I'm 5iv Hayes,
Prom sunergistic.
Mr. Hayes.
I am a little
surprised.

This is an important i : . r
hegotiation, and while I'm : . You're
hot sawing wou lack the skills, I 18 == , . SR asking to ...
was expecting to meet with § = ; _ : T .

_ someone With a bit: more .
seniority.

,..

H_H;R
I hope you're not here ‘x_

| Iwasn't Ms. salkind, they weren't
going tio bother sending amg of
their top people .. y.

il
/... No, ma'am!
Not at all.
I'm here because they

considered me most
qualified Por it.
This deal is very
important to vs!

~ becavse they decided that, since )

I'm glad to
hear it, bot I skill
Peel a little
doubtPul.

It would
certainly help iF I knew
Wou better. I hate doing

business with
strangers.

Maybe we should get to know
each other.
On a personal level.

On an intimate personal level.

LoImnob N
sure that's a |
_good idea ...

n,

Well, if wou're nob S
really investedin this
deal, that's all right;, I

Lhderstand ...




NMM,

] - B :
,‘: - I think you
This is going e |

T W shovld know ... I ... Uh ...
: ""p; haven't had a lot of
y . experience ...

N |

b ]
b
-

= He clearly :
l doesn't have the
slightest clue he's
hot.. How is that
possible?

I'm sure you'll
Figure it ouk.

THREE MONTHS LATER.-
L& R e
F ... We nearly missed the deadline - - . , \
7 onthat development contract. And we've A : ”‘Z’E‘,ﬁ,ﬁ'ﬁgf"
L e "'__.'."__ Tﬂ'lﬂbau h H-ﬂ'“t#f‘lﬂah‘l" _ i e "=-.' :.-_I. g I l
PR R, Mmoaugh yeauerday: _— & @ BN company becavse they
TR . , - SN were scared bo death.
700 do the paperwork. T - RN Your mother busted so
you're better at it anyway. . *' - M wany balls it's amazing
' ' ' there were any
besbicles lePh in bhe
Fortune 500,

- . \ThE S When your mother g

| [ nd thisis how You VR gt back, she'll Pire me, §
Pun @ business? |} 1S B and she can go back to

e § ot busting balls again ... but

until then, we're going to

have a Pew months where

pecple actually ke
working with us.

I'm seeing Tombaugh
tonight. He'll be Pine.

7 Going bo bed with G -
every man who comes -
through the door? w I haven't
You know, we have a I destroyed anything. \
reputation. It took years : Vo We haven't lost a
to build. And you're 4 ' single deal. In Pact,
destroying it! y we've gotben a couple
il we probably wouldn't
have had.

dick, and he'll Forget we
even had a meeting
scheduled.

L khow what. =S Now listen good
e ;’ﬁ E:fafe""" 'S B ' j Tomorrow aPperh-qon I'm going ofP to that
N You're jealovs. : conPerence. I'm going to be away Por three
oy night:s, and while I'm gone, wou do nothing.
Nothing, you hear me? Don't meet with
anybody, don't: start anything, no
business decisions of any kind.

You're competent, I admit
_ ~— that, but You are not in charge,
Jour mother gave ™~ and don't ou Porget it.
Wou this hot little boay and
o won't et You do @ damned
. thingwithit. -~ 3
s el R IP T come back
T g V| ' - come bac
Get away Prom me--| ). || ) i NN and Pind Voo've
disobeyed, I will give
- wour mother such a
> bad report: that wou'll
/ 1gettogooutand ™\ ' AN e | PP S be lucky iP you ever
/ have Pun and you have to CYWR £ F S W leave these grounds
stay here and the only W A e T, . bePore Yoo die of
release You get is plaving | o e, - A | old age.
\ with your hand, or when one = Naaeee TS e
\  OP the Women she pays
N\ has pity on you.

T

"“-.,____

o

Well, it sucks to be
You, but too bad.

AS IS IS THE CASE AT MANY CONFERENCES, N© MATTER WHAT'S ON THE AGENDA, THE BEAL ACTION IS IN THE HOTEL BAR.

——— T L Tal




I work Por CrawPord
Industries. They Pigured
out years ago that a lot of
these businessmen ...

No, no, it's good! We
redneads should
always wear aqua. 4

... Ghey, ah, don't
have very good sex lives.
Too busy, don't really
Lhderstand women very
well, a lot oF reasons.

People might think : o CrawPord sends a
we're a team, though. B couple of Us courtesy people
P to things like this. We don't
make an overt pibch, but ...
, bhey remember, and it oPten

benefits us [ater. OPPicially, I'm an

execubive assistant. Pleased to
I'm Juli, by the way. A8 Mmeet you, Juli.

Are you here doing : I guess not.
I'm Lisa.

courtesy too? - I don't know what
; that means,

It's a pretty | %i:.g:;i*? fmazing how "%
. "-J.,i'iq gtrg Li & My name’s Juli. _I o ”["‘:'r?,g ?;'grhﬁ' NG
N b From Crawford. b\ S\ Now Some other
They wanted me WA companies have started doing
it too. Give it 4 couple of years,

to connect With ,
. | these conPerences are going to /
look like orgies.

WY Can't say I mind. Lot
. less dull that way.

v

—

Oh, damn, My
objective's
leaving!

You're Lisa
Pembroke, rightZ
L Salkind's proxu?

I have to go
catch him.
Hey, Pind me
tomorrow. We'll do
something Pun!

Bunning the business on her -
behalf. Isn't that right? ‘ I'm Fred 8
Wheeler. ' Ak, Mr. Wheeler!
[ was going to try to
Find you here.

On!
Proxy ...
right. Yes.

:ﬁ”'.
! ;
: %
B 0

A

Yes, we've got

- :' 1 4 i '-II
X \\f* L
% f .
s S0Me business

: A -\ coming up.

What'i did you_ ‘)-.
think I meant? /- . L
A7 sorry ... I'monot allowed e ; ;
to Vote Por her on the We don’t, want to
boards she sits on, 50 I'm _ Pormally start the
not @ proxy that way. discussions until after we
- all get: back Prom this
conPerence, but ...

-
ﬂ

% I could get in trouble 4 <
Por claiming that, so you ; Well, I'd heard about wour oo
startled me. - negotiating style, and I was \J
Wy, ¢ wondering if you'd like to start
: getting to know one another
... inPormally. - 4

I'm handling all
obher aspects of the
business, though.

That'san YOO
_interesting idea. /SSS

\
\
7 Why don't you sit.
down and have a drink
witih me, and we'll
-. discuss it.
o i

S




You're sure?
Uh ... don't tell my
Mmother or Ms, Pembroke,
they'd probably Pind -_-‘:amebhfﬂiq
hasty to do about it, but ...
like the clothes.

Bo clothes are kind of
boring. I see all these
business guys come in and
they all dress the same.

You know, while Ms. ¢
Pembroke's away, if
Wou wanted to, you
could wear boy
clothes Por a bit.

I certainly don't
care one wav or
dnotiher.

Besides, I
couldn't put on boy
clothes evenif I
A\  wanted to. I don't

. : She hates me. She
Forgive my asking, but ... ‘ does it becaﬁe:ehe
You prePer being Pemale, don't ' thinks it's Pun.

Yo Or am I reading that
completely wrong?
She never wanted a
: kid. She's told me s0.
... I bhink s0? Lots of times.

(;Iu'a kind of hard to say.
barely remember being a = One time I Pound
boy. But I don ? hate g out something about a
~ good park. The bad business with. Really bad. Like,

art's getting vicked on as soon as I Pound out, I
. and cgngd n%ﬁgg and knew she didn't want to

having to talk like I'm deal with him.
Pive and all that.

5
I told her, and she <
called ofP the deal, and

ou know what she said to
Ms. Pembroke's J me aPber that? ! -

just as bad as "Maybe having yov ./
Nobhee- . wasn't a compiete |5
mistake after all." & Idon't know how much < |
\ - _ _, raﬁgeEI can %-a,tﬁ.'na. Eiﬁal- b
r N», - b She's not going to turn me loose
"';géggmﬂ";ﬁe T‘L | until she dies. And she's going to
bfr:ause Zhe's geen *“.g come back Prom whatever she's |
b AL i B ol S = o A\ having done and she's gonna be }
: Seaghecd i S all rejuvenated and live who
mother ... well ... I think

she's genvinely trying to IS N a St Q&
do what she thinks is X Wl WX .
good Por you ... "N W Py &0 h

I Peel that there
has to be some way out,

; . thoLgh, dear.
She's not, 4

though, Ms. Elsa. bV N R, We just have to Pind the 4
She's really not. ars NN y.v right: approach. ;\
\\
THE NEXT NIGHT ...

There you are!
What were You LhinkingZ Ml the
( others have been here Por an hour! )
SomMe of bhem have already done @ 4
round and come back!

give private
parties, see?
Usually there's two
or three every night
of the conPerence. real tightly
For networking, wound. Here they
some, but mostiy ¢an cut loose
just to blow oPF 4 where nobody ,f /
stedam. will know. < |

And sex is
part of that.

don't want to hear it. Just
get in there and try to make
vp Por lost time. I have to
hurry back now. And don'é
dawadle ovt here/

Yes, but there's a
shortage of women at these
things. Not nearly enough of them up ab
that level of the business world, and the
ones that are have to stay pretty tightly
wound too ... bhey have to prove all the time
that they can be just as hardassed as
the men, or they don't get take
seriously ... e

Sp bhe men love it when 5 NS P
we crash their parties and 5
oFPer to Pool around.
Captive avdience!
And they never cavse trouble
about it, becauvse they want to
keep it quiet too--

Ch, that's toe
Funny ...
Ok, look, some of
these parties, like I
sdid, there's a woman
shortage ... 50 they
hire out.

She thinks we're
supposed to be
working the party!
So are we still
crashing?

Are you kidding?
We've absolutely got to
crash it now.




- FREM =~
These tWo are
obvious(y available,
since f.'al"lﬂ'l_ﬂ] re not
mingling.

Bob, are you
surethis is a
dood idea?

~  This is such 8
clusterfuck that no one
knows who anybody else is,
or cares, Andthey think
~ we're hired, 50 ho

Ty, questions.

" Absolutely no
strings attached!

Juli ... I mean, I \
want to piag but I am
trying to climb the adder
... I need to think about
image ...

Ladies, this is Mr. Riggs
and Mr. DeWitz.

C'Mon, kid!
Live 3 liktle.
These are the perks!

Nice to meet
Wou ladies.

40, kid, Which one
do you want?

Uh ... that's a
tough call ...

Nobody here knows
who Wou are, Lisa. And
they never will if you
don't tell them.

IP you have sex with one
of them and see him in a meeting
next week, I guarantee he'll have
completely Porgotiten you by then.,
Or, iP he hasn't, he won't admit
it to anybody.

Like I said: they want
all this to never leave the

hotel just @s much as we do.

More.

Gentilemen,
heae are--

Now, everyone
have a good time.

Pon't
embarrass me,
Wou two.

I have an idea.

Poesn't that
sound like a gwd
plan, Lisaz

-

-
F -
-

C'Mon, let's see if bhere's ™

anybody halPway cute in here

L]

who doesn't already have
SOMEoNne on his [ap.

| ] ' “

~ Let's all go back to
l_e:aur* room, have a drink
and Pigure it outs ... and
then, later, we can trade obf
and do it with the other one,
and that way you don't
have to pick!




THEEE DAYS LATEE.

I know it probably
comPorts you to think that ...
but, no, it isn't.

Or very little, anyway.

Yes, you came to s in
relatively poor physical
condition, and there is certainly
some ePPect of having a body
that's pain-Pree, robust, in
excellent health, so on.

A LITTLE OVER TWE MONTHS LATEE.-
r'lf"'

_ fou mean now?

You lied to me.

But I promise, it's
almost entirely what wou
brought in with you. I didn't
alter wour thinking. And wou
just answered Wour own
guestion a second age.

You get to tell
yourselP that it's not
You in this body. That wou're
not accountable Por anything
you do while you're in it. You
don't have the weight: of
being Vanessa Salkind
right: how.

That's got to be pretty
liberating, don't you think?
Alows you to let out some

things. Mawbe some things that
\, have been trying to surface

: Por a long time.

4

' keep it up. In a covple more

| months, rate I'm going, I'll probabiy

L be Pucking people on my desk.
We have to end it.

; BRENDA’S NOTIONS & SLINDRIES

YOUR PACKABES ARE READY FOR SHIPPING AT
OUR NEW LOCATION. PLEASE LET US KNOW
WHEN YOU WANT TO ARRANGE DELIVERY.

.:'_:z.'—-—'——_'_'_

7 Well, (ater
tonight, but yes.

| No point in waiting,

S don't You think? A8

=S

Unless you need
more time ...

... well, as
ready as I'm
going to get. |

The other
Y night I had
sex with two
total
b strangers. /

Ever since I got inbe 4§
this body my libido's been off "

' the charts. I'Ve been doing things Y

When you said
anatomy wasn't destiny.

I really shouldn't be doing ... the
only reason I haven't damaged my
reputation and my company
horribly is that it's not Me

doing them. &5

I was never like this. '
Never. I didn't have a sex drive like
this even when I was a teenager.

It's this body.

IF we abort now, with your -
nervous regeneration incomplete, [N
everything we've done so Par will S5

' be Por nothing.

e X _:_1# _

7 Not bo mention you'll
have completely wasted
the cost of that bed.

| m—
You need to go the
distance. Now, the

way I see it;, you
have two choices. /

S,

=y

H‘ IP you're actually
7 bothered by Your behavior,
Wou can stop. Ik's your brain.
Just stop. Ib's not like quitting

It's this damned proxy.

b -
Sk i

a drug habit. There's no
addictionhere.

i, W

==

Jlavde?

—_ :

Ms. Elsa, can

Yoo cut hair?
s W

A=

h,
e

e

o

!
H..rl"

Or ... Hou can not stop,
in which case you should just i
ddmit that this is what you
want and wou're deoing it
becauvse You like it.

" B

ILjust got word. N
It's time to sbart. /=

| B

| Are you readu?

.r"f Pepends. I'm no stylist,
but I can do the basics.

"\ little bit more mature |
A ..Porthis. 4

7 let me start
W some oP the otbher
| arrangements we'll
\ heed, and then I'll see |,

what Icando. £

You want to cut your hair?




A FEW HOUES LATEE-

FA

Yeah, well,
too bad.

Lisa, my
mother isn't
Where Wou said
she was going to be.
I checked with the
clinic. They have no
record of admitting
her, and they've
hever been
contacted
about her.

¢ ... But You can't possiblybelieve I did N

something to Ms. salkind! Look where that's j
coming Prom! Clavde is not reliable!

o,

He sounded ™=
pretty together to
me. Am I supposed to
think he's unreliable
becavse he wears
dresses? [ gather he's
had a sex change, so
that's not even odd. I'm Al
probably vsing the

'L supposed to be, and You were the |

pY
-

When I get out of
this, I'm going to
murder Clavde.

\,_Was supposed to be there.

—

This is what
Wou call a
"businegss

meeting"?

‘ |
Ha
I
pjﬁl'l

e

~ I told wou not to distorb me!

WHATZZ

OP course she hired me! What
else would I be doing here?
Clauvde, I don't know what Wou're

bryjing to do, but-- L don't Ghink

we should discuss
this here.

There's also -
ho record of her \‘
hiring you. She told me ™
she Was going away, but
didn't say where, and told me
she was hiring an executive
assistant, but didn't say who.
I got a text Prom her with
wour name the night: before
you arrived. Or, ab
least, it was Prom
her phone.

Put some
clothes on, and
come With me,

please.

Lt. Brion here
would like to ask
Wou some
questions.

.E_ _ | - - _ e =
; = Y  doyoure N :
A, drresting me? :

114

\%“”
= 3

But I expect Wou to f(

Mmake wourself available Por '
Purther questioning. And stay

away Prom the salkind property.

*ﬂe'ﬁ made it clear he doesn't
N wanbyovonit.

-H"h—__._ e ———

L

" W
=/ And don't leave

.__“_-____

Y L\ thecity.

"

Anyway, Ms. salkind f;""'xx__
definitely not Where she's

only one who ever stated she

T

o —

e

I needn't tell You she's a
very important personin
this city ... and if something
has happened to her, her son is
her sole heir and a very
important person too. I'm not
going to sweep his concerns
Lnder the rug.
I covldn't iP I
wanted Go.

No,ne, I can't

do that ... he's
trying to look out Por

Me, in his way.

I should have
given more attention
to the paper trail ... but
there wasn't a lot of time
... and I never thought
anyone would bother to
check up on it, least of
all Clavde ...

Let me in, damn Hou!
I know You're in there!




You
sure bhere's
somebody in

tihere?

Power to
this scan's been
cut Prom the inside.
They didn't want
anyone to vse this
door again.

Can you get in®

F-'l = ‘ﬁ,ﬂ

See?
Told you.

. Y

What were you
expecting to be here?

I'll have to drill _,
the Prame. IL'l .
cost Wou more.

And iP
somebody comes
dlong, I'm gone in a
horry, get me?

THE NEXT MOENING -

Again
diready?

You khow,
when you told
the desk where
you'd be 5i:.agirlg. I
assumed it'd be
someplace a little
better than /

Lhis.

i~
‘_‘-F

I can't aPPord it,

Why don't you go
bother Aim < He's
probably the one you

We're unable to
locate Mr. salkind
at the moment.

I went bo talk

6o him this morning.

The woman who looks
aPter him says he was
there When she went to

sleep last night. He

hever leaves the
estate.

iy, Now that, Clavde's want anyway. Probably

= R\ basically Pired Mme. dumped his mother in
. W the Piver 50 he could
- \ Finally inherit.
[

i
. —
w =

Vi

|

Would you
come with me,
please?

Ms. salkind, you
have to admit that the
circomstances--

It's unacceptable!

Do you alwaus throw
people into jail on the
Plimsiest of excuses?

.}FEEJ HEE.
I suppose 50. 4

And I concede I
should have lePt correct
information with someone.
The thing is, I didn't want to
be Pound. Especially not by
MY son. Whom I knew
would ask her Por it.

- Ah--speaking of
: Wour som ...

. He's Pine,
Lieubenant. We had an
argument when I retiurned
last night and he spent the
night: elsewhere, but we
reconciled this morning.

... Who are youz?

Now, I should
make this clear: I wasn't
going to let you sit in jail, bob
Your emplowment with me
is over,

It wasn't intended to be
permanent, andl discovered
Wwhen I got back that you've been

spending money that wasn't /
wours to spend. .

But I--
But wou--

I won't attempt to
prosecute You with
embezzlement, since I Peel my
instructions covld have been
more clear.

I've arranged to have wour
belongings packed. They'll be sent tio
whatever address you like. And I'll pay
you Por your Pinal month in Full. Bub I
don't want you setting Poot on the
estate ever again.

Come along,
Ms. Pembroke.

: I'm Vanessa salkind.
The lievtenant

overreacted a bit.
You're Pree to go.

Who else would I be?




\ :
--“.‘.'llf!l"‘bn_lll_.
.I.‘ .

Q.
Cla.

Plan of attack.

I'm not going to
be able to convince
anybody that those two
bitches stole my identity
while I look like Ghis.

They've done
a good job of making
sure nobody takes Lisa
Pembroke seriously.
Bub iP I'm back in My own
body again ...

Then I can say to
the police, "That one's an
impostor,” and they'll listen,
EEF‘E:[E”H when I can prove iG.
Whoever's pretending to be me,
they can't know as much about
.'i'l.E E'E- .T. ..,'1!':'.

What am 1

|":r 1 i :I |";"‘_'T i b -
Q,III"EI ] dv [ come a'.'l.rahe in JI..IIII-I_‘.J OWH

ody. All I have to do is
go out of range.

What the
hell am I going

=

o -

r =
s o

I think
this ia the
best way.

r *1-5'4'-"",. ke

We're almost
out of the ciby
IalllmeI -a |f]ll_,.-"1 ?

of the city, I'd
ash the car. . : This is going to
/ - . happen realfast ... I
y hope I'm not making a

big mistake ...

]
the connection.

o0Ugh ...
bhere's the dizziness
.. What happens now?
Do I black out?

A

I think I'm going to be sick. :
Clothes and a wig?

"If wou're 'L,\

reading this, you
chose wrong. Good &2
[uck with that. |

"The exit won't let ﬁ
you back in." r,;

Something ...
something's wrong
... bhis doesn't Peel

Pight ...

Where am I7
15 this her new lab?
Where are all the
other beds?




I have a really
bad Peeling ... I have
to get to a --

& F B FF B R RS Rl

Got to go slowly ...
Peel like I'm going to Pall
over. A I supposed to be
this dizzy? What did she

do to me?

TWie NIEHTS LATEE-

You know, when Wou're in @
¢rib that long it does leave Wou in
bad condition for a while aPterward.
Especially if wou've broken contact

the rough way. You probably

shouldn't be drinking
like that.

My one chance at what 7 you
bhink I'm going to trust you with
anything? I won't make that
mistake twice.

For once in my life, I
trusted somebody, becavse I had
ko, and what do they do? They steal
MY identity and destroy my
existence!

Yes, it's
unFortunate.

We might even Peel
guilty about it, iP You hadn'c
been such an vtterly
horrible person.

He really is much
more ¢apable than
You ever gave him

credit: Por.
And a very

good person,
despite everything
You've put him
through.

It'll be
inberesting to see
what your empire is
like when it's being run
by someone who
actually has a
heart.

Now just stay
right there while I go
Pind the police.

By the time wou
come back with them
we'll be gone.

And then wou will never,
never see us again.

This is your one
chance. Are Wou
going to blow it?

That's your reason?
You consider that a justification Por
taking my life Prom me and handing it
all over to some impostor?

Oh, ib's not "some impostor.”

That's Clavde.

Pon't try to interPere
with him, either. He's
keeping an eye out Por
any trouble you might,
try Lo make.

He doesn't want to
speak to you; he doesn't
want to see you.

And if you try Lo tell
anyone any of this, you
know there's no way they're
going to believe you.




That's why you
came to Pind me?

Sp Wou could tell me, "fes, we
ruined you and there's nothing wou
¢an do about it, too bad, not
sorry, Wou'll just have ko go live
the rest of Wour liPe being
pathetic and poor
soMmewhere"?

Oh, and that makes it
better? "No, it wasn't on a
whim, we went to a ot of

ePPort to destiroy you!™

And you did come to
gloat, and I don't have to

You wreck me
on a whim and
then wou come to
gleat about itZ

Geb out of MY Face.

We cameto
Make you an

s sit here and listen. oFPer.

You know, Por
most people like
Wou, we wouldn't have
needed the diPficult
part. They'd have Pound
being in the proxy so
much Pun they just
wouldn't have
looked back.

All of the rest of it
Was becavse we were
Pairly sure you liked
power more than joy.

Pon't you dare

lecture me--

e
e

Even so, I aimost
thought wou'd changed. I
honestly wasn't sure whether
you'd try to break ouvt, or just
st.ay in the proxy and start
a new liPe.

Well, wou're going
to be starting a new life

I am not
becoming a
prostitute.

I'm not sure
that's a Fair
desacription, bub
whatever.

It was not a whim, I assore you.

Months spent tending that
bed, making sure not only that the
regrowbh was working, but changing
you to be Lisa ... at the same time
growing a new proxy that had to be an
exact copy of Vanessa ... wou know, I'd
hever grown a proxy that was
sppposed to look like an existing
person before. New ground.

We both had to
Forego our other work;
there were all kinds of costs ...
IDs had to be Paked right and left
and Helga will tell you that's not easy
... and proxies aren't cheap, You know,
including the one you've abandoned
somewhere ... a home ¢rib Por
Clavde's vse ... Portunately, he
paid Por it all, including my
new Pacility.

Six months of our time and N
ePPort, and considerable cash,
going intio nothing but handling one
rich monster whom I normally
wouldn't give the time of day. I
wouldn't call that a whim.

I have a Priend
Who runs a very
high-end companion
service. She pays
decently and treats
people well.

It just seems to me ...
You've learned you like sex,
aPter spending your entire adult
liPe trying to shut that out Por
SOME reason.

And we know Wou like business.
I thought wou might like an
opportunity te combine them.

one way or another. That was
what we wanted to make
absolutely sure of: that wou
would never be Yanessa
gveragain.

Now, given that,
would Wou like to have a
new life that wou'll enjou? Or
are you only interested in

being miserable now? This way, you can still screw

people, but they'll enjoy it.

NINE MONTHS LATER-
I've done most
things, but I haven't
done one of these

business gigs
before. : want My color.

Me neither. I \ e ———
Lhink this bunch e A ’ e
I - Ch, tlhEH re .
doesn' usually /7 dePinitely concerned
/ about status. And they're
[ scared to death of looking
vulnerable, or nervous, or
anything else, really. One of
. bhem apologized to me once
N, becauvse he made noise

>, When he came.

Y But they're all right. Even
: _ \ iP they're assholes, they'll
They're L : > N | behave while they're here.

pretty harmless. Reputation.
surely you've had
spits as

customers? And most of them

are sp desperate to be

cared Por that You can

get anythingif wou're
sweet: to them.

sure! Lots. But that's ™\
in private. I get jumpy When
they're in packs like this. I .
mean, they all think they have [S g
. something to prove to each
other, right?

The evening

§ doesn't have to end | S %
witih that lovely -
dinner, you know.

Vanessa!

Inapppropriate
behavior toward a
business associate.
Sdandalous,

15 something Not at all. I waited until the
wrong# negotiations were Finished. Now, iF
I'd propositioned you bePore, that
: might have been bad.

But the contract's
signed and we're both
going to come out very well
Prom it, and I don't see a
problem with celebrating a

bit, do Wou? Your place, or

MY hotel?

No, no. Just saw
someone I bhink I : ... L have a really
knew, once. ¥ good bed.




