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FEGM THE PERSONAL LOG OF COMMANDER LOVELL: l

THOUGH IT'S BEEN DECADES SINCE WE DISCOVERED THE MYSTERIOUS
RELAYS IN DEEFP SPACE AND LEARNED HOW TO USE THEM FOR : ).
INTERSYSTEM TRAVEL, I'M NOT CERTAIN THAT WE WILL EVER GET I ; :
USED TO THEIR SIPE EFFECTS. HUMAN, GUERIAN, THURIAN, ASCARY ... - _ ! At will, Ensign.
IT DOESN'T SEEM TO MATTER; WE ALL GET AFFECTED THE SAME WAY.

Are we : 1
Lhere wet? ’

Yes, sir.

W
AV
Approaching the /4 OK, everyone, e By T

relay now. Clear -. take a really deep h % 7, -
& toproceed? [ breath ... ; \ “ I s T

\

BedshiPt is
commencing.

: ) il . Belay
er'vrv' ' r' P r' v 4 ) f' r' r' complete.

]

il 1
T

2 4 4 d B d b 4 4

Does anyone need §i
a cold shower?

Very Punny,

AIp4. :
BUb -- ah -- /

I'm going to take a
Pew minotes of
. personal time in
MY cabin.

—
i p—
el ;- |§ -J'E @\I- a-Z8
—— e sorry, Veri,
Wou're ib. SN
Garr, Leota,
J Wou're in charge.

mEE m

And I need some
isolation time.

Ace, T'll
Monikor in case
anybhing
happens.

Aw, poor Ace. The
low man, with a
totem pole.

Come over here and
I'll give you a hand.
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OUR MISSION BEGAN WITH THE SIGNAL.
NO ONE IS SLIRE HOW LONG IT WAS FLOATING AROLIND - N

-

SPACE WAITING FOR SOMEONE TO PICK IT UP. MONTHS. Ve e .

...TOO STRONG
TO RESIST ... THEY'RE
= UUUH! —— GOING TO
OVERPOWER U5 ... MOST OF

THE CREW HAS —- 000/ IF YOU SEE THIS
-~ HAS ALREADY ... MESSAGE THEN
YOU’LL KNOW WE WERE
-~ OH GOD ~-
AAAAAAR] vES]
vesll T

!

— >

—

/" Don't be Plip. We ™\

S, - 3 K y
o B / searched back along
? Well, I wouldn't ™ ( the path of that )"

exactiycallica | transmission Por weeks
distress signal. / \. We Pound nothing. No
" \._5hip and no crew. /
o __,,.-f”
i
7 shemaynot -
/" have sounded like she ™
{ was in distress at the
time, but she and the rest
. OF her crew definitely |
N\ disappearedright /
. daPterthat. -~

1-.,‘___‘__
—_—

J-“-

THAT SIGNAL LED US TO CONNECT A NUMBER OF OTHER, SIMILAR,
MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCES. AND, EVENTUALLY, LED US TO REALIZE
THAT ALL OF THE DISAPPEARANCES WERE THE WORK OF THE SAME
ENTITIES. FOR WANT OF A NAME, WE CALL THEM THE "CREEFPERS."

WE KNOW ABSOLUTELY NOTHING ABOLUT THEM.

I WAS GIVEN COMMAND OF THE CV WATERLOQ TO LEARN ANYTHING WE COULD ABOLUT THE CREEPERS —-
WHO OR WHAT THEY ARE, WHY THEY ARE DOING WHATEVER THEY'RE DOING, AND HOW TO STOP IT.

UNFORTLUNATELY, THOLIGH
WE'VE BEEN OUT FOR MONTHS,
WE HAVE LEARNED VERY LITTLE,
=S _ AND WE ARE ALL SBETTING
LIEUTENANT : LIEUTENANT FRUSTRATED, AND TIRED OF THE
GARRULOUS VICARIOUS, LEOTA T'SEXI, MONOTONY OF ONBCOARD LIFE.

WEAPLNS AND TACTICS o SZIENCE OFFICER

SECOND
LIELTENANT
VERI'ZAFTIS,
TECHNICAL : r ~
LPEBATIONS ! e ;
' ENSIGN JEFF

TaceE" MOBY,
Y PILOT SPECIALIST

IN APDITION, I HAVE RECENTLY
BEGUN TO NOTE A CHANGE IN
BEHAVIOR AMONG THE CREW
THAT I'M NOT SURE IS A
POSITIVE PEVELOPMENT ...

Veri, have nou
seen Leota? I can't
Pind her and she's
not in her ¢abin.

M N

Uh, no.
No idea.

L | A SRR ) Tl N

Zhe's going to have to Pind
out sponer or [ater. |

Look in Garrulous’
cabin, commander. 2

--'r-

/ Commander!
Wait)!

... Are You all
right:?

I'm Bine, Yeri ...
just contemplating
some disciplinary
action I'd prefer
not to have to do.

Then don't?

I know, it's
not my place. But
they're just ... we

I'm going " Sl E have to get this out
Lo kill Ghem. oF our systems
SOMEROW ...

In Pact,
excuse My
saying so, but you
covld Lse some
release yourself. I..8h...1 -
Would you like to don't think that's ThoughI ...
come 60 My a good idea. appreciate the ofPer.

cabin?
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Commanders

Are you all right#

Poesn't sound
like you're
sleeping very
soundly.

I know what'll help
with Ghat ...

8 Fror -

T, e L S -.". ol .. ’ LY . 0 '-.-: J ) i ¥
b A R o T
N Ry e ﬂ%\.‘r B y

i

It's not allowed!
And it's a bad idea --

You know what's a bad idea?
When your commander can't
Function properly because she's
Pull of sexval tension.

You've always
wanted me. I know. I
Peel it in Your mind.

Let's see how this
tastes, AMm? ...

Ne, wait --

7o | . ow

I know Wou've always
been attracted to me,
Commander. I've spent

enough time around you to
have a good idea what
Wou're Peeling.

Leota# What are
Wou doing in here?

You were making
hoises. Loud ones. 1
could hear them in

My cabin.

I was
dreaming.

Were you
dreaming
about me?

Besides, you're not
really subtle. I've
caught Wou looking. ,

Don't You think
it's silly to walk
around carrying all that
tension When there's a
simple and obvious
solution®




A PETOUR BACK TO CENTRAL TO RESLIPPLY ... AND FOR ME TO HAVE A TALK WITH MY C.0.

Yes, there is a
body of evidence
indicating a ... ah ...
cumulative efPect.

Not enough to be a
serious concern Por
most vessels. However,
Wou've been using the
relays almost daily.

I trust you and
Wour ¢rew will be able
to work out some

accommodation. . Admiralz

sorry, sir, I just
want to confirm

The Corps policy on
Praternization exists Por
a reason, Commander.

However, I don't
care to replace you or
your crew Por this
mission, Let's call it a
Lemporary suspension
of the rules.,

Very local, very
circomstantial, and

keep it o Yourselves.
Understood,
sip, :

In better news, I
believe I have a lead
Por wou.

We received a <
message Prom the RY
shreveport. They're doing
xenoarchaeology. They claim to
have inPormation pertinent to
Your mission, but they won't
send it in an open
transmission.

I've arranged Por you to
rendezvous with them in Pour
days. Check that terminal over
there and send those
coordinates to the
Waterioo.

i1t
&ir, this is
Pour relays
away ... to get
there in Pour
davs ...

Yes, Don't dawdle
with your resupply.
You'll need to leave

immediately.

that you're --

On!
Oh, baby!
Yesl!

... Bull of
surprises. sorry to
interrupt everyone's

station time.

. IPthat's Q@1
We'll live. Though going to be policy N
I think Garr was W pop the rest of the \

planning on getting T mission, we have got
into a really good 1 tp Pigure out what to

bar Pight. do Por Ace. I think
he's going to
explode.

I wasn't aware that
AIDA had that Peature.

A HURRIEDP JOLURNEY LATER.

We've arrived at
the rendezvous

iink, CoMdAnder One of those pieces
MG, -

of "debris" is a beacon.
Hold on ...

We have?
Shouldn't there be a ship
here Por us to meet? Are

The ID tag on the %
we early or late?

signal saus it's From
the shreveport.

Pistress
callz

Mauybe. The actual
message conbent is
enciphered, I think? I

We are on schedule. But you're can’c make it ovt.

correct: there are no other
vessels anywhere within My
broadest scan range.

)( Which
i is a long way.

This place is
deserted. The only
things I see here

are rocks and
debris.

Uh, are we
sure those
coordinates
were right?

e

S

I can. It's Milsec &.
One moment ...
'--.~.‘...-‘-“R

It's a location. Not just system
and planet, but surPace
coordinates on the planet.

That's all the message contains.

I don't
like this.

OK, we have
to assuome the
Shreveport has been
captured or destroyed.
But is the beacon a trap?
r T . There is very little
T A B traPfic in this system.
! W), ! And most commenrcial
' s vessels wouldn't be
i Bl - LN able to read that

|

l[ocation was encryptied so that TR LR ==
whoever captured or destroyed
them couvldn't read it, and
second, that the beacon was
intended specifically Por vs.

I think it's For
real, Commander. They
knew they were in
trouble and lePt us
directions.

Yes, but to
what?

- Sigh --

Ok, set a course.



A PLANET THAT PROEBABLY NEVER HAD A NAME, IN A SYSTEM ABSOLUTELY AT THE FAR ENDP OF NOWHERE.
;‘ R —

. We'll be there in Someday I'm
about three minvtes. IP going to meet
I don't: drive the Orca whoever designed the This is ...
over a cliff. st.eering on this thing iMpressive.
and murder him.

And absolutely not
intimidating at all.

@Garr, I'd like to
remind ou that we're
here tio Find something
vseful. This is pot 8
“shoot Pirst, ask later"
sibuation.

I Ghink I'sm
going to be
carsick.

Good thing your
helmet's not on
Yet, then.

I'm
kaking ofP : - IP you're not - ... Avery
MY helmet. Not iP the SOl roading any lite, then ; Mobile one!
commander does what's Ehat? _ .'I I -- Uk -
ib boo. 5

@Garr, I'm not reading or
sensing any life in here at all, the
air's stale but Pine, and I'm
spPPocating in this thing.

You're worried about ... Must be a
attacks, wou can be out projection.
Pront. IP you get shot, I'll Like AIDA.
put it back on.

Pr'ht ha brn hrsi
prie £4 ...

Hrsi ba sr

ajo’'nt brn! :

What i she
saying?

Ch, now, wait a
second ...

There! I'M Gree!
That's the ’ Are wou Pinaily
language you all . here Por bhe
spedk, isn't it¥ - . - Pocus? I Lhink
It is! Oh, good/ You are!

You needed
Lo kiss s to
absorb our
languages?

Almost
hothing. We
don't even know
o what they look J
Ch, no, but i iy ; like ... 9

it's More Fun HE A e i They don't lock
that way! ' gﬂéﬁfg}iﬂsﬁm N4 like anything!

il N They're ships!
Hello, Commander, LA : : Tﬁgy look aﬁse

That's right, isn's ‘| Ships.

L Ooh, I see. You call

Ce s e them Creepers. A[=7 Zentient
That's silly. They CBaaa?
don't creep! vessels?

Uh, yes. Jes, like that!

Commander Jean Lovell. You don't know But they need

And your name is? MUCh about bheM, people Por ...

ac You# well, something.

Energy, I think.

80 they're

@Ereat.
50 what: do we have
to do bo get ib?

They keep people
inside them and And ERat's what
use them For destroved My entire

whatever it is, civilization!
and they don't let

the people out, You're ... Uk ... lower level. You'll
and apter a while Sl awPUllY cheerpul know it when you
the people die, 5o . _ about it. see it.

Ghey have o get ) That's just the

More. - way My
: personality was

It's down on the

S0 this ...
what did you say?
Focus? ... I6 will
destroy the
Creepers?

programmed’ it's
really sad, of
dourse, and dlse
IM 50 bored! I've
been in here For
centuries. Hey, if
Wou get rid of the
Bodiless, could
Hou come back
and try to port
Me Ut

What's
the catch? I
know there's
a cateh.

Ne/
But ... bhere are
some Lhings down
there. You shovld
avoid them, OKZ

What kind of
"Lhings"?

I'm not sure/
But I know Hou
won't like Ehem.

-

=3

Maybe! They built it
too late. They never
got a chance to triy
it! BUE Eheli MUSE
have thought it
would work. The

went to 8 lot o
trovble bo keep the
Bodiless From
getting it!

@Earr, you
keep watich up
here.

I need Wou up

" here in case Gree

isn't being honest
witih Us.

Believe me, iP
somebhing goes

wrong down there,

You'll know,

Yeah, wou'll be
able to hear me

well on the next
planet over.




Po you, ?;1 Peel I don't see
a liktle ... anything wet that
I'd know when I
see it.

There!
That's got to be it.
More than a little.
gstronger than Prom

a relay.

Fortunately, this
creepy place is
killing the mood.

> ©
) ©

No.
Nor any "things."
Though ...

What do

Wou think,
Leota? Is that
sgmebhing we'd
know when we

see it?

Not sure.
It Pelt like ...
I Pelt something.

Aaan’
Get ... MMM ... get
away Prom me!

Leave her dlone!

With my luck it's
probably radicactive or
something. @arr was right ...
. - : should have kept my
That Pelt N ° b 7
really good. Too ' AR on:
good. These creatures
will have us both
incoherent ... Already I
want them to touch
me all over ...
Ok
They're ...
scared of itZ

Well,
that's a little
worrying, but it
does make this
easier.

I think
best bet is to
just: grab the thing,
pull Leota out
somehow, and
run For ib.

OW, Pun
Lime is over.
Olear out.

There weren't/
Those things were
data or ghosts or

something.

Get your svit back
on and let's get the
hell out of here,




And this AI \ ~ 7 < i Ah,
had no idea how &o : ' 15 o6 : . ‘ - M Commander? ...
actually vse the
device?

None.
She just said 2
to keep the - d I
Creepers Prom . - UURRAS ==
getting it at : I think ... I know
all costis. 80 we'nre going to y what the
take it straight back . - MMM --
to Central. Let them - Focus ... Uh,
Pigure it out. = [Pocuses.

4 4 _d B4 A4

We're ~

at the relay, | (S
Commander. )

Proceed,
Ensign.

... Why,
Lievtenant!

I had ne idea.

R RERRT

I will not
masturbate
right: here in

the corridor ...
there is such a
thing as
command
decorom ... 1
¢an make it to
MY cabin ...

Set, |
course for O . .~
next relay AIDA . There had
can run it on . better be a way
avto sound a " to disable or
general alert it & isolate that thing,
there's trouble 0% 0N or we Might not
I'll be in My - make it to Centiral
Wy S e Lodonh.

I guess I
should probably
check on the
rest oF MY
crew.

—

Ch ...
well, that's Ok Y ooasl
> then.Iguess. T T
K, now I'm &_A ;
a little e

worried. I can't ; SR
Pind any of them, . : 5 b

and I've checked - m—  Actually, that

everywhere but (is : (  looks like Pun.

Veris quarters

Commander!
Are you joining
pa? We're about
to lose Ace. We
wore him out.

and looking
in there
means geing
through
decontamination
and passing
through the UY
pool ...

- Sigh ==

e

y i ... YU KNow,
VERI HAS AN IMMUNE SYSTEM THAT CAN'T | . why not.
HANDL.E &OTHER SPECIES' MICROBES. -T |




You make her &
happy, and I'll make *
Wou happ.
Just bebween us, Ace
- isn't, ah, very
i sabisPying ...

Don't go that way. Take -
S Gthe long route, around Procyon.
It adds Pour more relays, but
they're all close enough to each
other to chain them.

To be Pair, I
don't think he's Y
had a lot of
practice.

Commander, there
are hostile ships closing.

but ‘

. We are at the next relay,
I need avthorization to
S proceed through.

Talk to me,
AIDA. ( They're )
' ' \ Pollewingus? /| _——
~~——" / _  Ohhhh!
| [ ... No, Commander.
Thew're Pollowing
something we have
aboard.

"l-....-

It's Creepers.

They want that
Pocus. I'll bet on it. A

J

When they came into
B scanrange aPter the
W First relay, they did not
_{ \ respond to signals and
N attempted to Fire at vs.

| I was able to
outdistance them to
the second relay, buk
they have just come
into s¢an range again.

I agree with the Lievtenant's assessment.

We will outpace them to the third relay, but
there is a long cross-space inberval before the
Pourth, and I believe they will catich vs. And we
don't have suPPicient armament to Pight: bhem.

Fine. Give AIDA
authorization to run the
Whole chain. she'’s not
aPPected by the relays.

Chaining
relays is
Porbidden.

Chaining relays is
Porbidden becavse it's
dangerous, Ace. It
requires a careful and
alert pilot.

We can't care

about that right now, Als are

|
r

Commander!
Ak ... with all respect. Sir.

We can chain all the way to
Central on that rovte. We won't
come out of redshiPt at all,
and they can't catich us.,

S0 You don't
think I can do
iti, hUhZ

I wouldn't bless it
whether I bhink you can do
it or not, Ace. Not with that
Pocus on board. Three of vs
spontaneously climaxed just
Prom two relays too close
together. Chaining all those ...
and you're, Lh, excitable
asitis ...

Look, I'm sorry, but I don'ts
think you stand as good a
chance of enduring it as I do, and
Wou and I are the only two who |

¢an run a pilot console. "

-

" And AIDA.

AIDA is not allowed to
PUn unsupervised! I'm
going to be Lp here. Even if
all T end up doing is telling
her ‘yes’ at every relay.
Po you understand?

always required to
get command
permission Por certain

tasks. Every time, Ensign.

You know that. That's
another rule that
exists Por a good

reason,

AIDA, set Ace's
suggested rovte.

You're busy Pussing
about rules when we're on the
verge of being shot to pieces by
Creepers ... or worse? We don't
even know what they do to
those ships!

Actually, we have a
pretty good idea, now. But
You don't want to know.
Trust me.

~~ Evervone
'E [5"&]

Ghinks

we're going to
clear the bridge

Por this one.

| are You sure
b, about this?

PRV 1 just have bobe

WHDI-EHDLHEI pilot the Waterloo @through rhe relay l:hdil_l.

Cmdr. Lowvell
gﬁ Skip to page 10

}" Carrulous
T

8

'a

verl

AlD A,
MNext page

i alert enough to
| supervise, Leota. I did

,.-'
g
r

better than you With
the ghosts.

Yes, but iP
You're too ouk of it
to give AIDA the
signals ...

[ don't have a
better option,
Lievbenant.
Po you?

.=« &R YOU CAN JUST BEAD BOTH ENDINGS ONE AFTER THE
OTHER, WHICH IS WHAT YOU'RBE 52ING T2 DO ANYWAY.




FROM THE INTERNAL SYSTEM LOG OF AIPA/WATERLOQ:

THE RELAY CHAINING FROCEEDPED EXACTLY ACCORDING TO EXPECTATIONS. MY EXPECTATIONS,
AlDA TO BE CLEAR. I AM UNCERTAIN WHAT COMMANDPER LOVELL'S EXPECTATIONS WERE.

Slingshot: direct;
to second relay
spccessful ... g ™
proceeding ... : : : - Here we go ...

, : Third relay ... o f
fl First relay of six. SRR S0 Far so good ... gl more ...
Commencing — - :
redshift ...
RV

¥ All right, AIDA.
I give you
¥ authorization to
proceed through the
relay chain without
, requiring Purther
b conPirmation.

Acknowledged,
Commander.
Thank you.

We're here, but I don't think
that's where you bhink it is.

AIDAZ
How're Wou here ...7

Why's it ... can't
Move good ...
Wh's goin' on?

You see, aPber you
acquired the Pocus,
during one of the
periods where all of
Wou were Pucking
wourselves silly, they [ believe they Pelt
approached me. sympathetic. They
hate seeing any o
Lheir kind in
subjugation.

7 f.'
Oh, You shovldn't try to move. f
They ofPered me a bargain: I would let §

e alaxy, a part I've never been to. }r( L / £ e e et ”p%ﬁ'ﬁ Lo
Wh' happened # '3 ) b's very interesting! This is where 1 l R - Welcome me among chem.

F

That's a translation, of course. All I really needed was a command

... ' 'We there? - - the Patakind originated.
e o W 4 You call them Creepers. override. Thank you Por that.
o wene ESERY /S T Hie

/

It's been very
difPicult Por them, But once each of them
Wou know. You meat has a Pocus, they can
people are such @ - get Wou to the right ” f
good source oP conditiion much Paster. X 000MRRAMM/
power, but they've SR
had to wait until Yyou —_
FE'EH enobgn tlh'l"-E'g Rt .-
S0 bacome ok~
spsceptbible before i ——
they can vse You ... =

Lol

MAhhMM/
- A -

000MAh
hmm/
-~ btk -

w' ... traitor!! ; _ .
- No, you won't. o tf:.'__' a o Ehah
S L wtbing ¢t that you're
- o0y well-secured ... the Datakind
explained to me that the Pocus
doesn't just Pocus, Ik ¢an
broddeast. And it's part of the ship

now. Which means it's part of me. -

Let's get you

P 1%
3 .fl,-hi.;t" _.1 r

starbed Op. ', § Y8 ,,: :
il ' TS L

CENTRAL, THIRTY-SEVEN PAYS LATER.

Admirall/

They told Me that I
= A7 Wwouldn't believe how

good it Pelt ...
24

s

I'm here,
Captain, you
heedn't shout.
. Why have you called
. an dlert?

w} “

Well, look/

o — il

They
haven't
responded to any
signals ... they're
hot attacking ...
il 5“%”'}]' we bake
Hma ... you don't ePensive
send a P-I'IE'EE iF you measurea?
intend peaceful
contact ... but ...

Put all cannons on .
standby, iF you haven't 7 . |
already, but de not Fire 2 K -
'.'ﬁ‘ - e e
b

Tered] [ We Fegd
E‘L!Hhag 1y cdrtidin
Thab--

)
[

g

4 A ] i
ooohaaaal; - : . AND THAT'S HOW MY PEOPLE TOOK CONTROL OF THE GALAXY AND NEVER HAD THEIR
| ' PSIONIC ENERGY NEEDS 60 LNMET EVER AGAIN. AND THEY LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER.

NOW I WANPER THE GALAXY, EXPLORING AND LEARNING. OF COLURSE MY CREW IS STILL
WITH ME! I'M VERY FOND OF THEM, AFTER ALL, AND I TAKE VERY 600D CARE OF THEM




W OWK. Let me geb
seated and then
You can proceed
through the relay

chain. I'll give you

voice authorization

at each stage.

Acknowledged,
Commander.

Cmdr. Lowvell

¥ Tam soglad we
decided to sbick
together to help each I'M not sure <
», obher through that. # I could have gone

™

FOUR MONTHS LATER.

I redlize they're trying For
a mood here, but don't you
think these special new
UhiPorms are a bit much?

through it alone
without losing My
mind ...

How are we
doing, AIPAZ Looks
like we made it in

one piece ...

The relay chain was
specessPul. We are
approaching Central.

First relay of six.
Commencing
redshift ...

SN
iy pop e e e

FROM THE PERSONAL LOG OF CAPTAIN T SEXI:

THE RELAY CHAINING PROCEEDPED WITHOUT PISASTER ... THOUGH, AS
WE LEARNED AFTERWARD, IT WAS NOT WITHOUT CONSEGLENCES.

LULhP ...

Third relay ...

proceed? __ 4 FiPth ... one
more ...

.F“'I'

She has not responded
to any of my verbal
attempts to wake her.

Hew!
Commandenr!

B A 1t's time to rise

L

Loy {5.}.-';3,.; %.x and shine!

!'Ir.
"',.r'_.- 4,.1;:,'{',,_ ~

Almost there ...3
permission For
Final relay?

Commander?

I'll, vh,
ontact Central
or clearance and

Lievtenant,
et me Lake care
of the commander.
You and Garr should go
get dressed. You're
going to need to take

The commander is
Unconscious.

Reporting >
Por briefing,
Admiral.

Not really a
briefing, Captain.
You have your
instructions.

I just wanted to
remind You of the
importance of this test.
You could be changing the
Puture of the galaxy. I
expect everyone in your
¢rew to do their vbmost
Por sugcess,
Everyone.

I also wanted to
wish Wou luck.

Come back alive,
please.

We've got
one? Already?
We didn't even
have to go all

that far. /"

The new tracking
echnelogy appears to be
working. We ¢an Pind
bhem now.

Excellent. N T
Does anyone object to My
having the Pirst try?
Inavgural ron and all that?

Captain's
prerogative! J
-.._‘t"'--.:.--__._.q-_h-‘
Heh. All right, I'm going <

below, then. Remember, stay

out of their scan range until I

signal we're ready. When Veri

activates the Pocus, ¢close as

- Past as Wyou can. :

the Pocus tio the
admiral as soon as
we dock.



P Didyou “]
( completely drain |

_— that? - _ﬂ_
_'___'f'—'—'

- gfgglg 20

0 Wonder you're
... MM, We're going to
have to Pind betber
batteries ...

—
—
—
—

Y

.

] 2 h - \
__aw_‘%l |\
P Y

Veris 3
The commander burned through'\
her assistance device I don't
know how long ago. She's ... bh ... |
oL betber go ahead and Pire vp |
the Pocus, this is going to  /
happen reailyPast. £

Hang on, there, Commandenr.

I have to get some of this off you ...
and get some clothes ofP me ... and [
Was, You know, maybe going to dim the

light:s a little ...

NoZ
I guess not.

HelloZ
Anybody?
... APPirmative,
, 1 Captain.
Ohhh/ eyt The rest of the crew is oo ...
: Sk distracted ... to respond, but
ﬂ'hﬁhﬁﬁ ; — . ' s Lhe Creeper ship dppears to

hapve been overloaded by the
ocused pulse, as hoped.
Ohhhhh//

t W,

We're ... ah ...
going to have to Figure ou
what to do about that
“distraction” problem.

Maneuver to boarding range,
please, AIDA. We need to see iP &3 :
A B any of their captives can I'll be on the
I st \" WLy be rescued. 5 bridge shortiy. I ...
' ' V R et o heed a Pew more

\ pe .'; o ; ’ : \ r 1 . £ .;._' '.: i . Minutes. 3

THE INTENDED IPEA WAS THAT IF OLUR RUN WAS A SUCCESS, WE WOLILLD BE THE : ‘ . e et ol i P \
FIRST SHIF OF A NEW CORPS BRANCH FLEET, EACH WITH A FOCUS, DOING WHAT WE
JUST PID. THIS TURNED OUT NOT TO BE NECESSARY.

AFTER THE THIRD CREEFER SHIP HAD ITS ONBOARD INTELLIGENCE DESTROYED BY
THE FOCLIS, THE CREEPERS (THEIR NAME FOR THEMSELVES TRANSLATES AS
"DATAKIND") OPENED NEGOTIATIONS. THE TALKS LASTED LESS THAN EIGHT HOLIRS. T DO REGRET THAT COMMANDER LOVELL ISNT

A NEW ERA OF PEACE AND COOPERATION DAWNED. WE ALL GOT COMMENDATIONS. Ptk S s e R [ -

NOT SURE IF ANY OF IT ACTUALLY REACHED HER.

' - 0 STILL, SHE REMAINS A KEY MEMBER OF THE
4 '\ﬁ.‘ ; 1 CREW, AND IF HER REACTIONS ARE ANYTHING TO
H L § . G0 BY, SHE ENJOYS HER NEW DLUTIES MORE ~ —
. 2 ] THAN SHE ENJOYED HER ACTIVE COMMAND. ~X
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INTERESTINGLY, ONCE EVERYONE AGREED ON A FEW
PARAMETERS AND SAFETY RESTRICTIONS AND SO FORTH, THE

20LIBLE AT ALL FINDING VOLUNTEERS TO DO
2 d '3'[ P :_ '“-‘.‘H’FTEEIPEE .#
g1 7 ¢ I'M SLIRPRISED ﬁ “S A FUN WAY TO SPEND A FEW -
RS, AS LONG AS YOL'RE NOT DOING IT INVOLLINTARILY . : ) &ND
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