A SMALL COLLEGE SOMEWHERE IN THE U.5. ...
a

The Pirst
thing wou need to
khow about st.
Valentine is that there
Mmay have been two of
them. There are all kinds
oF legends Ploating around,
and it's impossible to tell
which ones apply to which
real people. This was

The second
thing Wou need to
khnow is that, no matber
how many there were,
they were all mostiy
notable Por their

/ﬁ.\ :
- |

‘ w

Jf f

around 300 CE, aPter Marturdom
all. Pacumentation = :
15 thin.

J o=

There's nothing in
any of the Yalentine

e an e par L UnPartiunately Por the

: i Christians, who were prudes,
anything to do with love, the Lupercalia had the same
courtship, romance, problem Por them as the pagan
sex ... | antecedents of Easter did:
Too Filbhy!

For example, there was a
Lupercalia custom Where the
hames of young women were put in a
box, and the young men would draw names,
and that was how they picked who'd be
coupled Por the next year. Somewhere
between a handPasting and a key
party. Obviousiy they couldn’t let
Ehat sort of thing go on.

4t. Valentine's
Peast day got hooked
to all that becavse it
happened around the same
time as the Roman Lupercalia,

i
= 5p bhat gradually got toned
down by the Christians until it
became the practice of giving people
“valentines," which is completely  [B5%

and the Christians had a bad innocoous unless you're in /LTS N
habit; of Piling the serial numbers elementary school. X NEENEEE
oFF any pagan observances, T = R \
changing the names, EIH-:'.' S
trying to claim them. It . : Eut 1P Mol KnENY WhePe £0
Made;:;;ﬂztment look, Wou can still Find some
T oP the pagan Pun lurking
Uhder the prudery.

OF course, no one
really believes that ... you
always have to be careful
with Polklore, a lot of it is

putright Piction ...

8kill, it's
interesting to
contemplate.

For example, there's an
artiPact in our own college's
Mmuseum which is labeled as a

relic of St. Valentine, but is
& clearly a Lupercalia wand.

The legend is that whoever Wou
touch with one of these wands not
only will transform into your ideal
partner, bot will become infatvated
With Wou, more or less, and will be

your lover Por the year.

And iP it isn't, it
isn't. Big deal. Bub what iP it is7
Valentine's Day is
coming Lp. Do you want
to spend it with
hobody? Again?
Keep
our voice
down/!

.. Jonna have
to drag it away
From Bhe wall just
to open it ...

And st.ay alert. I
don't trust the othenr
two 6o do a good job
watching the doors. John
has the attention span
of a gnat.

: = We'll take turns, All
It can't possibly Pour of us will get a

be real ... chance to vse it.

I guess you'll want
to go Pirst, huh?

“Relie of &t.
Valentinez"

I'm going last.

Someone's
obviously having a
There's not little joke.
7 J sppposed to be a
Cmon, let's clear display case there I'll have to get Facilities
out bePore the guard o Pemove bhis in the

comes in. Morning.

Crilby’s Cruc* Cales of Cransformatiog

oA

story and images by trilby

“,:a_. !!: VYA Y

il

—
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People are
going to see me
carrying this
, :
aruIE;daa:E aghmh [ But .fr? it does
pervert ... Work, it works on
anyboay, right?

And I'm sure
that was all total _ e . B
bullshit: and it S, P Je. -
doesn't do S P "
anuthing .. =z

o ey 40 I could
And even if it . S just pick somebody
does, Who am I P at random ... I mean,
going to use it on? 71 _ I I'll end vp with My
don't go anywhere 4 R i dream woman no
there's a lot of - e e G e matter what ...
opportunities.

]

. N Youknow, I'm O\
hey! strangely atbr*ar:i:-er:f []
. You did something, | , ko You.
1 didn't youZ I know You t e H,_
did something! 1 = 'T =
. - —
” =\ 7 Bub I'm <
going to walk \
out of here right |
now unless You

tell me the
truth.  /

% o

S
,

b

Ibet you
don't want
\ bhat, do a-ou?’;g____

You're the
only other
:"u per‘ﬂah here .
and you ﬁaﬂmed
me With
something!

o > 50 You bumped
b -. N Lp MY tits and ass,
Y What is that 8 — gave me an eyebrow
thing in your | , i wax and a Pu”far:# of
= : It's . . ib's — Makeup, and let my  /
'EUPPDSEH fJn.'? bUFH Wou into ' " hair down.
... MY dream woman.

1_i, |

a- Don't know !: .
I didn't Ghink it Whether to be '\
would work! e FlatteredIwas |\
% ' already pretty close,
or concerned about
Wour lack of
imagination

i ...-".;
e = 2 'f..'.
... and I didn't know - |
e ‘ ‘ Jrov« 1]
' [

You look really N
b good though ...

| wgve got @ lot
. . ' oF work to do.
o Thank you. At f \
least I can tell . Yy

You're trying. AN

7 Tmway
overdressed For
l[aundry now, You

Hey, you're not,
like, a Nazior |
anything, are you? /A

f"’"’ We need to
 lose that beard,
Oh, ; ; - Por starters. And
Then we can probably | . B \\th?ﬂ do something
work with this. - a

bout the hair. 4 3 é
Let me pot MY

= And we really \
: -8 T r should look into
lavndry in the dryer and ta ko E : getting You to the
then we'll go see how You,

clean vp.

B\ gym, but we can't do
: that tonight.

e ——————
e

I don't know .. ri:-
LATEE. (doesn't Peel like Me ... and it' 4 )

a lot of MEIIH’GFHEIHL.E

-

Now come over
here and let's see
what else wou need

P i .
Hey, Upkeep cuts . Dofenon Aot

both waus. I haven't
pot on makevp For
anybody in wears.

Pon't think of it as
maintenance, think of it
as "making my giriPriend

hot: Por my body."




NEXT DAY-

Dude!
I almost didn't
recognize You.

"She"?
You're telling
Mme this Pucking | : ;
bhing actually Sy Y Listen, vh ... it
= ‘ .| doesn’t exactly |
work the way--
£ Yeah, yeah.
I'll Pigure it out.
Gotta go!

[

] .'q'-'jlll 1L e N ; )
L ._ - YRRy Veah, it
i h' ’""ﬂl}!{ \‘?” | \ e works. Trust
. SRR . 1 inow, .,__ me, aPter last
P but she likes it
W this way.

I just came
: home to change @
clothes. I'm going back
m;;n to her place later. We're
W Joing shopping. She, uh,
she thinks I shovld
buy a suits ... —

" 1 can's believe it
works/ shit!

- )

._\I
This is gonna be
50 awWesome!

i
ol

OHK.,
APter she closes
Lp the bakery Por the
night;, she always takes
out the garbage in the
back alley beFore she

That's when
I ¢an sneak vp
on her.

What have we here?

Nasty perverted little boy
who bhinks he's clever, hmm?
Thinks he's a big man?

On your
knees, beta boy!

How dare you touch me?

@et on your knees
and apclogize!

I think you're
going to need to
kiss sometbhing else
Lo show me Wou're
realfy sorry.

That's rigt, little " — Maybe
boy, kiss it! - ’ , - W several
' times.

I don't hear you
apologizing!

==MMh--
I'm sorry!
I'm sorry!

"T'm sorry,
Mistress!”

P Take me to
your place.

And no talking on the
way. I don't need to
hear your whining

Hwmw. I don't think noises.

Wou're trying neariy
hard enough.




NEXT MOPENING ---

, What the N
i Puck does it

‘ ‘ ook like I'M
"You've

doing?
= \‘w ~_8
Damn it, don't '
startle me like that!
o
got a great

[ place," she said,
"50 Why do You
keep it such 8

i pfg'ﬁt‘h‘?" i i

I...-'..,..\..ll.l:l‘.i.. dniten i b b i s

sorry! -
I thought o0 SaW Me. [ Iguessit
I didknock ... ) \_ Worked, then? /

e e

S e
e

= --h
_.‘_..-l""r S

. It's Pucked up!'I L Don't lie to
don't know what happened. your Priend,
She's, like, taking control and : Especially since
making me do stuPP, and = he's right.
b humiliate myselP ... I didn't
; want: this!

Tell him how
many times you
came |ast night.

Y Well...uvh...
L are Wou sure?

" It's supposed to : A
Y make your dream - Wyt oo 7
WoMan, right 7 40 seems = he doesn't need 6o-~_3
to me like Wou did want o - ~- T
B this. Must have. Tell him

Eight,
So I don't want to
hear anuthing else
about wou not getting

exactiy what you . -I P
asked Por. . { Goodluck. )

e

Uh ...
bhanks.

Now get:
back to those
dishes.

CarePul with that
thing, now. You never
know what You might
learn about yourselp.

No, I can't.
[ can't doit.

_ There ' : — o
: SONHE Y we go. And r R SN doesn't Peel )

I Peel like Bt AN she's nob X T Sl i - right ... I
B\ apervert Al - paving any : mean, it's not ¢
walking around : attention. k TS - Pair to her J
With this ‘ 1 ; . T

bhing.

s Lt
el

Won't need to
very long, though. -
This time of day, she's il Easy to Fp;ﬂ;bg?ﬁfpa
got to be in here . sneak up > -

| | _ , Prom the
somewhere ... behind her ... - beginning.




Oh, hi, George!
Were you looking Por
something? I'm not
actually on duty right
how, but [ can--

Oh, ¢'mon. Leb
me see!

She
knows my
name??

Uh, no ... just,
Lh, passing

through ... , I5 it some kind of

Loy It looks kind of
like somebody was
trying to make a

You can't Lupercalia wand

“pass through"
here, it doesn't
connect to
anything.

What's that you've ¥ @ A : How did yov -2/
got in Your hand? . _ .. I mean ... it does?

Oh MY gosh, it is/ l ) OK, but why
@eorge! Where did you get this? i \ uaerii; oqétﬂe?’
on
These things are > uhderstand.
dangerovs! IP wou touch
somebody--

I mean, yeah,
oK, that's what 1
was going to do, but I
decided it'd be really
bad and I changed
Wait. MY mind.
Were you geing to touch
meZ Were you going b0 I was about
Use it on Me 72 Lo leave When
You saw me.
I'M sorry.

Well ... it didn't seem
like there was any other
r way I could get you to, Uh,
.. T'll go now. i | notice Me ...

s BEDERE.

Your dream womanis a
short, antisocial, gothy
witch ith bad hair?

First oPP, iP you want
someone to notice Wwou, it
helps if Wou ever actually

talk to them.

Second, that
didn't answer my
question. Why me as
our dream woman?
What were you hoping
I'd change into?

... I didn't
expect you to
change. You were
dlready pretty
Mmuch there.

Uh ... Yeah.
WhyZ Is that weird?

80, Uh ...
Are you reaily a witch?

Y'krnow, we need to
go somewhere and
talk about this.
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That's your Pirst
guestion?




A LITTLE To2 EARLY THE NEXT MOENING-

. |.! - - .
Iii;;;;* Richie! = ‘ ! -
| w2 EEEEE Nice!

... Uh, heys .
* -3 Guess it worked. &
@George,

I'm not
dressedl!

: 71 didn't realize Wou
liked Ghem short.

Good ass, though.

Her name's
Gladys.

And I didn't
vse it.

WhatZ ! - 20 .
g 5 : Well, it's tioo [abe to gg :ﬂ:&% rt:'lag —
‘7-1% | o ¢hange Your Mind now. __ really horrible with
: i+ You've lost your turn. : i that, isn't he?

... I Ghink so,
maybe.

Are you stupid or
something? You
could have ha_g_;:_

7 Iwasn't !
comPortable with ' I've got plansPor this
using it. | thing, and I'm not delaying
them just so you can get
your shit: bogether,

And it tuorned out I
didn't. even need to.

Should we
See You later. | try to do
: somebhin

about it? 4

Al rights,
here we go ...
round one ... §

N

For her to
start
walking ...

{

S’

... I should
have plenty of
bime to get away
before she thinks
to look around ...

| Y Y

_ A little tirickier.
" Good thing there aren't
Y Many people here ...

-
J

b
a
<
)

0000000000000 T

IF I wait
until she's
passing that
classroom door up
\ there, I can duck
Z into it a5 so0on as
e I tovch her ...




Here's your
order. Have a

great day! ' Two down,

one to go. ‘ ;

9 I can get
her as she
Movestoad %

o =t & hLable ...
o

r.ulHFI”“",.
et LR T L

e o~

Pt

Richie!
He !;I.'".

' 50 1 know ib's like S0
all of a sudden and allbut
... Wou want to do |
something? TonightZ Now? A8
Maybe? y

You must be
kidding.

Richie!
Wwaitsf

I've been looking \
( all over Por you. ! ¥ .
Want to come to MY | - Y How leave }

\._ place tonight? A me alone. |

r
> - _,-""I

-"‘"-|.|_|_‘__._,.|-""- " e i

.

e You think I'd

N want to hang out

N with someone like
WouZ C'mon.

I'd be embarrassed to be
seen with you. I mean, take a).
look at yourself, huh?

.-""-.-'_._._._-_‘_‘_H-""H.

e

‘ - 1 don't know what
| / We do next, though ... I

*“LL . Y 30 he gets them "
e I do. ) : hopelessly in love wibh him |
r: JHEHI re | and then rejects them? "":3'" - [ mean, can what he did to
- all women | : AT . them be undone? I don't
q é F‘-‘T:L‘ FieH vegid. \_ know enough about how /
—l a lover. He wants \ / S

who turned J
—— “ "\.\.I <
\."% -  revenge. : Ei—— - F
| = - e PG

- -
'
[
.

‘r.l"

him -ﬂE"'HF"I. /

i/ Andthisguyisa \a BT — o

\._the thing works ...
" He doesn't want : ' : = S

¥ e
& o
.

u
I

Not anymonre,

he's not. But I know

who to ask.




Lore is all
we have tio go
by, you
vhderstand ... but
I've never heard any
tales of the efPec
of a Lupercalia
wand being
reversed, or
OVErcome.

Cbviously that
proves nothing, but it
Mmeans iP there is a way
to reverse it, I don't
know it.

40 they're
stk like that
Por a year?

b 3 : OK, I khow
Yes ... although, if There's nothing that "\ - what to do.

Wou're inclined, I ¢an think 5ays the wand can only be |
of awayto ... ah ... vsed by Men, You know. &
nmitigate the damage.

I thought you
would.

——

LATER THAT AFTEENCON: ,-*"{,;.h at I'.‘uhE*

[ hell do you | [ 1 |
"‘k.\‘ want? Vi '
“H—— N W I didn't go ouvb [ was ceei X

- _ : was seeing
\ with Wou becavse g

" ierk o I ‘ i asked me, but You never
dgghaaatiy P gave me a chance to
explain that.

I need to ﬁ Richie, you Y L/ How could '\
talk bo you. A= asshole!! Yo, like, do | |
A this? /&

7 Acbvally, Tdon't No| [N - e & it - e
need to talk boyov, o] [ : . Ve & \_ dombass
| but we brought: some f=| R 7 Bag:wa kbl X RS - e 3
h} peap[& Whﬂ? d’ﬂr ; . ._‘;-'- . .. ; _ . - EHEM WHE] HG‘U dlrd 1 L Jrps , r-"l ’
—— ' e what you did ...

a ,-*"".

s
= -
=

Bub don't : o /o
' B worry, Richie! We '8 ' 7 Don't look 50 surprised, Richie. e
M love You! You made | (i IF AW I told you I only like women. ' I didn't expect my
A sune of that. o \ ™ : . dream woman to be so
i .. excitable.

__,..--—'———---._,H\
}’our' turn. )
_ i
We just | : \
Figure, if you N ;
¢an change vsto
Wour tastes, the
three of us should
get to make some | i ! Oh, ; -
QUSIMSNES G0 § : ‘ shovld be  \J! Gonna take care of
yoo. | . interesting! I've . | ' that in a sec.
| & never thought '
about what I'd
like in a
WOoMan ..

ll"'l"

Y

—a a_a.,“

& " And I'm going
. \* First. Hold snm }"

I still can't
believe you did bhis.
Look at me! Listen how I
sound now! Like, I can't =5
even tdlk right
anymore!

Touch you with this?
Yeah, I'm gonna touch you B
with it. I'm gonna touch wou
with it in the place it'll do
the most good!

S,




EVERY YEAR AT THE COLLEGE THERE IS A VALENTINE'S DAY BALL FOR CHARITY. IT'S A BiG SOCIAL EVENT. OUR HEROES ARE ALL ATTENDING IT FOR THE FIRST TIME.

-~ e

Why don't Wou go /50, you got
get some drinks Por | cavght up in their
all oP vs? A\ Mischief too? 4

-
-‘-h_ _#-;

And you can go |

ahead and take | W
that mask off. ,] €
For a while. /| @

I tried to warn
Wou, dude ...

T'll come help |
You carry.

.-"'" f}_l’ don't h-""'--x
He's actually : L / seehim N\

very sweet ... and F - = ( anywhere ... do
attentive ... he just G % , You I':lhtlrrlh 2!’ 5 ,
| needed to lose a couple ) L\ going to show y
of bad ideas and S > L upr _ WE“a,E‘l’E did say
O\ clean vp a bit, ... A% I think mine is more ... | Ry — 2 gy Ghat iF the wand

- transactional. ' Ll ~ IR Wworked we were all
- _HW i ; ' R going to be here so J
] | . e
“1could see MyselP L | = 0 Yy ﬂen‘qﬁ:w 'fffi'dj‘iii
[: ‘really Palling in love with him. I don't know how he i . A \ A~
g T mean, on my own. Pound exactly the right ' . Wait.
What about wou? - person to pick on. I must have - - Look!
e > ..S.'f been the only working dom in | e
town, and there wasn't enough
business, so I haven't done
it in years.

—
-
%

charging him. But the \
bakery job barely paid my rent,
and he's got some money Prom

2o let's say
it's mutvally
beneficial.

e

-

Coh, everybody has
pretty clothes!

.. Why are
we here?

We're going tﬂ
dance, remember? |
And say hello to H
your Priends, / ‘}
- ""hhhh right. y
{ And then we're going to gr;r /
b home and Puck?

ﬁbﬂmuter Y. }

—

= -‘-H-_
- o

- : " Not bo worry, Gladys.
” Well, that worked / It's going back where it
- all right. : | o f belongs.

% I think we've had enough Pun /
.. I guess. With it Por this b year. ,5_.‘ -

—_—
——

-'|-|.__

. { :'."naube next year I'll Pi‘- H}
He's going bo have 8=, '-. ﬁe:rM#crrle borrow it again.

trouble With his
_ classes though.

-"‘1-.___

B Maybe
tY they'll do his
. papers Por

' _.-"-
oy

> Unless T comevp
| with something even |
\  better, thatis! /

LY F,
"

/ You know, we

[ didn't see what they
\ did with the wand ...
] aPterward.

That thing's still
kicking around
somewhere. I hope they
don't make more trovble
with it ...




