B (-
MY NAME 1S RANDA AND I'M A TN

ADPMIRAL HALFERN HAD ToLD ME
A FEW THINGS TOO, IN THE DPATA
! FPACKET I'D RECEIVED THREE
] - DaAYS EARLIER.

SHE'D SAID THAT HEGRID SYM
é%ﬁ;ﬂ"é ﬁﬁg‘éﬁi@; _ l SHOULD HAVE BEEN ADMIRAL
AND 20 ON T SEE IF | NOW TOO, BUT HAD LEFT THE
THEY'RE REALLY DERELICT. . NAVY WHEN THEY INSISTED ON
THERE ARE SOME OTHER | TRYING TO PROMOTE HER. SAID
WRINKLES, BUT THAT'S MY - SHE WAS THERE TO COMMAND A

JOB IN A NUTSHELL. ‘ VESSEL, NOT A DESK.

[T

| include looking AGE AS HALPERN, WHICH MEANT
» 1 Por missing SHE wWAS CARRYING IT WELL.
; \  persons, THEN AGAIN, SO WAS HALPERN,
ol N . LAST TIME I SAW HER IN PERSON.

...
Mind, I don't have

|
r o an [
It doesn't SYM WOoULD BE ABOUT THE SaME l

iy

I | B |
bhe same priorities TS 1
as New Horizons or -

that lot.

But you Pind -

ships sometimes, oz ' ~ Lllpayyouten g
. don't you? / thousand wu Por returning '\

( the pilot to me in any

condition. An additional
twenty thousand iP she's
You're looking Por I - alive. J
a ship, too. That o -
could make it a — | a

guitclaim job.

4 " Anobher ten
| thousand iP you can also
N recover the ship.

person to bother
asking.

: oy OF course not.
wgﬂfoIr: LF;E:H?UF‘ This is her. Grethuk
es ... - Herzig. That's her
co-pilot, Beryl Zeed.

I ¢an replace

e
'f”' 4“ (e L

|

Il:m:_hl. TR

WHICH was R
PROBABLY TRUE. SYM R oy
Was REUNNING A - ades W
SFECULATIVE CARECO J i e g ,a &
LINE NOow. TINY (WORD ¥y - : -
Was, THREE SHIPS), - SYM'S TONE MADE IT ; =

BUT I[F YoU DID SPEC | CLEAR THERE wWoULD | - .
CARGC RIGHT, YouU BE NO EXTRA FEE - r

COULD RUN ONLY FOR RETURNING ZEED.
THREE SHIFS AND r- .
STILL MAKE A LOT :
OF MONEY. I
FIGURED SHE WaS
DPOING IT RIGHT.
WHICH was wHY I
HAD TO ASkK ...

Their Plight plan - -
o was to deadhead to e =5
w‘;gﬁf&ﬂ“:g :2?; Zeric 5 to pick up the [0 I have confirmation
= : ] \ » \ cargo, then take it to 9;3." that they made it to Zeric 5 Y I have nothing beyond that.
Y Fusia 2. 2  andloaded cargo. I have J
i . = conPirmation that they left

leric 5.

|

I have to ask ... I know
' bhat sometimes spec cargo I'm going to have
canbe, ah ... ¥ to trace them Prom
w/ Zeric Porward. That's a
| haul, and we don't know
how Far. Lots of rings,
Maube some punch
\ Perries ... I oPten have
to pay Por
infFormation ...

Irunaclean .
business! 3

No contraband, and we don't |
break embargoes. Apart Prom |
|

the ethics, it's too damned
dangerous.

< M

looking Por ! b

possible reasons ; ,

they might have What I'm saying is,
vanished. ¥ eveniPI get the whole

Porty k-wu, that may
barely cover My
expenses,

Oh, I didn't mean the Pee
was supposed to also pay
Wour expenses, Those are
I hate to say it, . B separate. I'll reimburse you
because, like I said, I like ._ For those.
Wour priorities ... but the / '
price is not right. -

Bub you willneed to
ibemize them and give me an
invoice. I like to know exactiy

what I'm paying Por.

I WasSN'T THRILLED ABCUT THAT, BUT IF SHE WANTED
ME TO ITEMIZE, THEN, PDAMN [T, I'D ITEMIZE.

Rineg transit fee to Yrell: 2 k-wu
Rine transit fee to Isolde: 2 k-wu
iIsolde 3 port fee: 500 wu

Ship power refill: 1 k-wu

STARTING WITH WHAT I'D SFENT TC &ET OUT TO
1ISOLPE 3 TO MEET WITH HER IN THE FIRST PLACE.

-

I DIPN'T CHARGE HER FOR MY NIGHT'S STAaY ON
1SOLDE 3 BECAUSE I SLEFT ABOCARD BOSIE.
FAIR'S FAIR.

l STORY ANED IMAGES £V TRILEY




B N = 1
Ring transit fee to Yrgll: 2 k-wu : ol o & 1
Ring transit fee to Derecho: 2 k-wu hey, laay! ("  Neh! B L .

- ) » Look Por [ Bub know Pella | 578" Back here, huh?
: I'II'III:; I'd!_l..“! WaRting IO I somebody, huh? \_know all that.

See You ask.

I WASN'T SLEEFING IN BOSIE TWO NIGHTS IN A EOW.

Punch ferry to Zeric: 3 k-wu
Zeric 5 port fee: 50 wu
Ship power refill: 500 wu

!

e
-

—

NOBODPY ARCUND THE FORT KNEW A
THING. NOBODPY IN THE BARS AROUND THE
= FORT KNEW A THING EITHER, WHICH MEANT
. SOMEBCOPY WASN'T TELLING. THIS TOWN
Was TOC sMALL FOR HER NCOT To HAVE
BEEN NCOTICED. BESIPES, SOMEONE
HERE HAD TOLD SYM SHE'D LEFT.

sUppose You \ g
know Where to f5

, s AR -~ 44
Pind her:*-"ffi'} ﬁ}'

PECFLE DPON'T
TRAVEL ENOUGSH TO

FHYSICAL CURRENCY,
THAT MEANS WATCH
YOUR STEF.

A NEW SETTLEMENT
WILL UsUALLY &C
STRAIGHT FROM A
BASICALLY
PRE-CURRENCY
ECONOMY TC A
CASHLESS ONE AS
IT GROWS. THEY'LL
JUST SKIF THE
NOTES AND COINS
ENTIRELY. BUT
PHYSICAL MONEY
DPOESN'T LEAVE A
BOOKKEEFING TRAIL.
S0 IT's USEFUL FOR
FEOCPLE WHC PON'T
WANT ANYONE
KNOWING WHAT
THEY'RE DPCOING.

EREC, A PLANET

LIKE ZERIC 5 — OR

COWLEY &6, WHERE

SEVERAL OF MY

FAVORITE LOWLIFES

,IEIE'L’E' -; E%EEETFLL Look like might
LS A & . i

CEED AASLT APOUND have scup, liFter.

& ONE WHERE YoUu

HAaVE A LOT OF

SMUSELERS AND

HACKERS AND

FAYOFFS AND Hand over.

BRIBES.

AND OF COURSE THE
OCCASIONAL
ROBEBERY.

ATTEMFTED ROCBBERY, THAT IS.

[ What's your name? p

. Thing is, I
don't care about
the shakedown, but
You promised to do
something I needed -
deliver. 2 -

I bet you know who
to ask, though.
Or who tio spy on.

Grethyk Herzig. There's 8
silent H in there.
G-R-E-T-H-Y-K.

-

OK, Clet, lisken. ™\ -
\,,I.,.[iia. e

She came in a month ago,
” ; \ lled cargo, and hauvled. /8
" I'M SUPe 3 “ y Indy registry. G5409. 2 =

T i

Wou like being } e T | F AN
allowed to rope For s : . N | o

those older boys. What _ i : T 1want to know
do You think bhgg'u doiPI o \ : % g A 7 what she was hauling. You

; , =~ \ e Ly J / get meareallead on that --
ZE'LEQEQEES%EE,E?.‘;E‘E -' U SR A ) — I'm not talking rumors or another
B victing ofP the B oo A R RO B X LB el ambush -- and Wou ¢an have

p (s ' 3 e A il another PiPty wu. And wour
buddies don't have to know
about ib. Gob it?

by

t‘ :'_:'*_ i ‘?- - L " _I. :
K *&-f-‘:’iitfﬁ?"rjﬂr"‘r : ‘:-E.'l‘l‘l-*; . M-}}A

THE KIP CAME THROUSH IN LESS THAN TWO HOURS.
Additional payment for information: 50 wu

No way.
I do business in confidence.
That's why I get business.

Now wait a
Mminvte --

.-""f )
I[" We tialking hand
Weapons or --

For whatz
I'm not leaving without '\
There is . : B what I need, and I can't

nothing you covld \ A think of a third option.

'

pay me to get me to _ Can you? .. .
tell you anybhing _ H@:f;ﬁawer-
about My artillery.
customers, — \ Field weapons.
LR T e, The kind that need a
¢rew bo run.

B 200 units. That's

Lt

here, or do you want to '\

I hadbeen planning to oPPer Wou a Move Somewhere it'll be |
pretty good amount, but since you easier Por You to get bo
made that clear, I guess now Il Mmedical care P
have to beat it out of You. afterward? I don't want your
i P WY money, but you'd
better make damned
sure none of this ever
get:s back to me.



Transport to Fysia: 6 k-wu

I &OT LUCKY. A CARGC
CAPITAL THAT HAD Bi&z
ENOUGH BAYS TO
SOMETIMES TAKE FERRY
TRAFFIC wWas IN ZERIC
THAT SAME AFTERNOON.
FYslaA Was ON THEIR
ROUTE, TWO PUNCHESZ
AWAY. SFARED ME TWO
FERRIES AND 4 RING,
AND WITH THE walTs I'D
HAVE HAD FOR BOTH OF
THOSE FERRIES,
FROBABLY SaAVED ME
FOUR OR FIVE DAYS.

Jou khow, Ehere

are rules about this

kind of thing. Last I

heard, there wasn't any
interdiction in this
system. Whose . - The
aubhority is this? government of
; Fysia 4.

THAT EXHAUSTED MY
LUCK SUFPFLY.

Unidentified
vessel: destinabion

and cargo?

Indy
EO4.
No cargo,
destination is
. Fuysia 2.

B4, we're
doing to need You
to berth for
inspection. Bay 3.

FRC TIP: YOU PON'T S4Y "WHC WaANTS To KNow?"
TO A CARRIER/CRUISER WITH A HIGH-WATT DUAL Yes. that's
BEAM CLEARLY VISIBLE ON THEIR FROW AND - kgl
THREE FIGHTERS IN ESCORT. L] _ bhe point.
NC MATTER HOW MUCH YOU'RE TEMFTED TO. :

IT ©NLY TOOK —
THREE MINUTES.
Conditions between the BOS(E ISN'T Bl&.
two planets are ... well, we're
not quite at war yet, but ask
again tomoerrow. You're clean.
That Bralo's a little e
sketchy, bub that's " WS logr. 10
We're not Piring on hot My watch. ; i
outside vessels without
a good reason, but we
rePuse to let certain
cargoes pass.

IF you're clean,
Wou'll be out of here
in ten minutes.

Anyway, you're
cleared to proceed
to Fysia 2.

I'm not going to
Fysia 2. I'm going to Fysia
4.1 just changed Plight plan.
Tell your deck, would Wou, so
- . they don't think I'm up to
N * something?

We impound
Wou and your ship,
and hold Wou
planetside until we
N Pigure out what to
h  do With You.

All of this is news to me.

Are you up to I don't intend to land
something? somewhere that's under
blockade until I get more

intel on whifthey are.

You're not going
Lo make this
diPficult, are you?

HAM.

Well, I can't think of any
reason why You shouldn't be
allowed to land on Fysia 4.
Haul bePore I come vp
With one.

Nah.
I'm just inquisitive.
¢arry on.

SHE MIGHT NOT HaAvE BEEN ABLE T COME UF WITH ONE, BUT THE I ASSUME YOU CAUSHT THAT SYM NEVER ACTUALLY TOLD ME WHAT CAREO THEY
CUSTOMS OFFICER AT THE FORT Was ABLE TO INVENT A FEW. WERE RUNNING. IT WAS FRETTY CLEAR SHE DPIPN'T WANT TO S4aY, WHICH COUNTED
ASAINST HER ... BUT SHE ALSC SCOUNPED SINCERE ABOUT NOT RUNNING

Fysia 4 port fee: 1 k-wu CONTRABAND. WHICH MEANT SHE AND HER PILOT HAD NO IDEA CONDITIONS HAD

S0: THE SHIF HAD BEEN TAKEN COMPLETELY BY SURFRISE BY THE BLOCKAPE, HAD
BEEN IMFOUNDPED, AND THE CREW WERE SITTING SOMEWHERE ON FYSlA 4 WONDPERING
HOW THEY WERE &OING TO GET OUT OF THIS. WHICH MEANT THERE Was NC POINT IN
MY POKING ARCUND ON FYslA 2. THE ACTION was HERE.

;Eﬁ:‘ \ \ 8

FYsla 4 DIPN'T SEEM TO BE A »
WELCOMING PLACE TO

STRANGERS JUST THEN. IT WaAS
UNPERSTANDPABLE IF THEY

WERE ON THE BRINK OF WAk,

BUT IT Was &OING TC MAKE MY

WORK A LOT HARDPER.

-
THE REALLY ROTTEN THING WA
THAT NORMALLY HE'DP HAVE -
BEEN ONE OF THE FIRST
FECPLE I'DP HaAVE ASKEDP FOR
INFORMATION, BUT SEEING AS
How I HapP To PAY HIM FOUR
TIMES THE NORMAL FORT FEE
JUST TO BE ALLOWED TC STAY,
I FELT I Was UNLIKELY T &ET
ANYTHING ELSE FROM HIiM.

sl aad

. -
- _—_— /
. -
—

| ' Alcohol: 10 wu '
‘ Alcohol: 20 wu I ' [ L
Alcohol: 10 wu

I COULDPN'T GET ANY ACTUAL LEADS, BUT IN
THE FOURTH PLACE I WENT, I FOUNDP A
BARTENPER WHCO Was BORELD AND CHATTY.

l I mean, if
somebody did get
impounded, nobody With
any sense would say
anuthing about it.
. You get me?

Yeah, I'd
suspected.

IF a ship got
impounded, what
would happen to the
crew? Would tbhey be
being held
soMeWhere? -~

- THE WOMAN IN THE BLACK
Oh, I doubt it. ™ ! : HooDP HAD BEEN IN THREE

sl OF THE FOUR BARS I'D

¥y Theywoldnt be VISITED. SHE WAS CLEARLY BUT T MAY NOT HAVE BEEN GIVING HER

/ dllowed tio [eave the A PROV, AND LIKE ALL ENOUGH CREDIT, BECAUSE IT WaASN®
planet vntil it got PROVS, WASN'T NEARLY AS ACTUALLY ME SHE WAS INTERESTE
settled. 4o there GOOD AS SHE THOUGHT SURE, SHE CLOCKED ME, BUT

. wouldn't be Mmuch SHE WAS. THAT'S ASSUMING WANTED THE TWS SITTING IN THE

AND THEY DPIPN'T NOTICE H
WHEN THEY LEFT, SHE FOL

\ reason to keep them b =1 S ]
N locked up. WASN'T BOTHERING, BUT I
WAS PRETTY SURE SHE WAS.

I PECIPED IT MIGHT BE WORTH MY
TIME T JOIN THIS CARAVAN AND
SEE HCOW IT PLAYED OUT.




See? Told wou
there was
somebody.

SHE'D BEEN

SEARCHING HIM

FOR SOMETHING

SHE DPIPN'T FIND,

ANDP IT DIPN'T TAKE
MORE THAN A FEW b
SECONDS OF

LOCKING ARCUND

TS FIND IT.

IT MUST HavE
FLOWN OUT OF His
FPOCKET WHEN I
FUNCHED HiM.

You're
welcome!

‘nger!‘ié g-!ﬁ?f- ;-rﬁﬁ THIS S WHAT I MEAN

eruainy a -- ABOUT PROVS. THEY THINK
. THEY'RE REALLY &GOOD AT
& 3 WHAT THEY Do, BUT THEY

e HARDPLY EVER ARE.
B 2
o LL ME WHA w T
IT'S UP T, BUT I THINK You kiow, 1 M not
MY IDEA IN FOLLOWING : F :
HER WAS "MAYBE IF I R these Por anybody except

HELF HER oUT, I AN ||- =
&ET HER TO &IVE ME 3
INFORMATION."

bhe owner.

......::::'~:;.~.,_ | What iP I am
- : the owner?

Il B

AS I 24D, THIS
Was ME FISHING
AROUND FOR A
LEVER, 8O I
DIPN'T EXFECT T
FINDG ANYTHING
PERSONALLY
USEFUL. BUT I

I might not GOT A SURFPRISE.

believe you.
Will wou
believe me if I -

pay You dovble?

OBVIOUSLY THAT DIDN'T

WORK, BUT IF THERE WAS ; Absolutely.
SOMETHING ON THIS

DATAPAD SHE WANTED,

, ' THE ONLY DATA
THEN MAYBE T COULD USE . ON THE PAD OF
THAT AS COIN INSTEAD. Data services: 600 wu ANY INTEREST TO
ANYONE WAS 4
I'D HAVE TO GET INTO IT - LIST OF NAMES
IRST, THOUGH. .

AND APDPRESSES.

AND BERYL ZEED
Was ON THE LiST.



L

Transportation rental: 20 wu

-

I'D HAVE
FREFERRED TO
RENT SOME REAL
FERSONAL &
TRANSPORT. (MY """-'"'

CWN BIKE WOULD I TOOK TO BE A
ATTRACT TCC MUCH p‘ y GREAT PART OF
UNWANTED - THE CITY.
ATTENTION.) BUT
THIS CITY THEN ASAIN, T
APPARENTLY DIPN'T THOUSHT THE

BELIEVE IN THAT
_ KIND OF THING. OR

IN TAXIS. INSTEAD

THEY HaDP THESE

/ ﬁ ‘_— ZEED'S PLACE

~ WASN'T IN WHAT

WHOLE CITY
LOCKEDP KIND
OF RUN DOWN.

RACKS OF .
MONOWHEELS

- EVERYWHERE.

l IT WAS A
SURPRISINGLY Jeed?

. BMOOTH RIDE, FOR
, SOMETHING THAT |
" ACTUALLY HAD TO
ECLL ALONGE THE
_ GROUND LIKE IT
/ was THE 22ND
CENTURY.

A

SHE'D BEEN PEAD FOR
SEVERAL DAYS AT LEAST.
MY FORENSIC FATHOLOGY
ISN'T GREAT, BUT I COULD
TELL THAT MUCH. I CoOULD

ALsSC TELL SHE'D BEEN

STRANGLED. BY SOMEBCODY
WITH Ble HANDS.

I.l."

Are Wou in
here?

e
~F

Fe

Legal fees: 3 k-wu .

Z THAT WASN'T THE COST. JAIL. NO
' o FEE FCR 1 EEDP THERE WASN'T
THE. THING WAS, NOW SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE T LD ME. T CLEARLY HADN'T
THAT I REALIZED wWHAT E.".LLED N WH N DEAD FOR DPAYS. —

I Was CHASING AND |
WHAT SHE Was o P : |
CHASING SOMEHOW - '
L INTERSECTELD, IT MADPE
T EVEN MORE
IMFORTANT THAT I TRY
TS SET INFOCRMATION
FREOM HEE. SHE
MIGHT HAVE BEEN THE
ONLY FERSON ON THE
| PLANET WHO HADP ANY

WORTH HAVING.

\}

SHE TOOK THE DPATAPAD.
SHE WOULDPN'T LISTEN TC
ANYTHING I HAD TO SA4AY.
WHEN I KEFT TRYING, SHE
THREEATENED TO FUT A
SILENCER ON ME.

I Was LONGE FAST THE
FOINT IN MY LIFE WHERE T
TREATEDP BEIN&E FUT IN
JAIL AS A FERSONAL
AFFRONT, BUT SHE WASN'T
MAKING IT EASY TO BE
NICE ABCUT IT.

I MEAN, IT WASN'T MY
FAULT SHE COMPLETELY
BLEW HER FURSUIT AND
DIDN'T BOTHER TO LOOCK
HARD ENOUSH FOoR THE
DATA BEFORE RUNNING
OFF. BUT I DIDN'T TELL

HER THAT. T WAS THINKING
IT Was TIME FOR A
DIFFERENT APPROACH.

‘B .
E Transportation rental:

THERE MIGHT ALSO HAVE
BEEN A GENERAL FEELING
THAT SINCE SHE WAS THE
ONE WHO HAZZED ME, I
WaAS HER PROBLEM NOW.

IT'S POSSIBLE SHE DPIPN'T
INSPIRE MUCH LOYALTY
FROM HER CO-WORKERS.

B ey
. ;.j.l i"-"'-.q_.\_,,____""" T "*-.\,_

Sl g ——— e S r
LS B -2 i

HER NAME waS TRIT HELEE.

I CAN'T CRACK A DATAFAD, BUT
I'M FRETTY D WITH DOORS.

b

BUT IT WAS ALSCO NOW
CLEAR THAT PLAYING
NICE WASN'T GOING TO
Do IT. STUBBORN
LITTLE PROV HADP HER
LITTLE FEELINGS HURT
SO BAD BY SOMEONE
ELSE SHOWING HER UP
THAT ==

OK, MAaYBE I WAS
TAKING IT AS 4
FERSONAL AFFREONT.
JUST A BIT.

How do you
sleep with glowy
' hair? I'd lose My mind.

It'd be like having a
night light I covldn't
Lurn oPP.

"

A & i

NG, THE THREE K Was WHAT IT TOCOK Te &ET
ONE OF THEM TC TELL ME THE NAME OF THE
FEELINGS-HURT FROV AND WHERE SHE LIVED.
CHEAF, REALLY, ALL THINGS CONSIPERED.
I PROBABLY WOULDPN'T HAVE BEEN ABLE To
GET IT AT ANY PRICE [F THEY HADN'T BEEN
SCARED I WaAS SOING TC CAUSE LEGAL
TROUBLE FOR WRONGFUL PETENTION.
IF YOU HALF-A25 ME, I WILL USE [T.

since Wou wasted 50 Much of
MY bime today, you're going to make
up Por it by telling me who the goons
were, why You were tailing them, and
) Whf 1 you wanted that list.

‘
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I WOKE UP THE NEXT MORNINGE AND HADN'T BEEN THROWN OUT AND HADPN'T BEEN PRAGEED BACZK To JAIL.
WHERE TRIT WaAS CONCERNED, THOSE WERE THE ONLY TWO THINGS I WAaAS CERTAIN ABOUT.
: .-.'-_.'_--.-"' = it e

o

2 e, |
. £
You talk about Me e i o
fing lights on my head, ¥ . e ) SR '
hgg;”ﬁﬂ&?ﬁpg;;; r?';ﬁfﬁff Yeah. Those Me You don't . 2T I've never been to
b GoDp aee - i never mess With My know? F Fysia bePore. I know nothing
s 2l - sleep. They re not Or I'm just : .. oo about the system at all, except
. . bright enovgh. Ml oo b : | what I researched on the way
- % [.- - d tl-.- t' --I"'II- H L™ H
£ i \ . here, which was Jgﬁt basic
e oo geopol stuFF. Wy
. . _ ~.%'=:,,';.._g,-;.

s < ;._a,:?.:___:,'. e

J % b & 1 did see that your "fﬁ{i;‘.'j
> il leader died a little |8

while back. Is that 8

causing the mess? y e

f =

i

-
s

You know, I couvld
have taken those two

On MY OWN. Never said you

couldn't have.

»

~  ...1 can’ttell you A\
/  What you want to know. [,
- It's all tied vp in the political _ 'ﬁx %ﬂ -,
| mess, and You're an outsider. A | “% v |

 sUspicious outsider. They'd s e

., have my head iP I told you

B anybhing. She didn't just die.
She was murdered.

- - There's a
- 4 olitical mess?
- P




"When we searched the

;'CEFFHEEJ:J’E; the gafﬁéﬁegeheﬁéﬁ =

good person. Everybody loved her.” | /=~ - a;ﬁ:;;:,? g:gpi:rgegpd
things when bhey ran.
One of Lheir weapons --
: the kind vsed by the Fysia
== " J i Z military. A helmet, alse
; x | 2 —— Fysia 2. Ours don't look
Qe | o X ; ' ; £ anything like that."
WS - .
o T i
—\ ' 47 i
\ - — / “5'-"‘(" ;
: j A O k,
o 45 _I r / . y* i i
1 ..,-". .".'f .
| g/ 2 ¢
‘ 28 7.
g / & 'The two shooters opened Pire Por FiPteen
SN _ A seconds and ran as soon as they were sure
- > S —— F : 1 she was down. There was no chance to save
. ; o v - : e : her. Her consort survived with seriovs
- 5;;9 was leaving a social Punction. She had her majordomo and injories. fler majordomo had been wearing
er consort With her. Her majordomo was aiso her closest iiaht d bareiy hort. 2he
| g advisor and, at times like this, her bodyguard.” G TR Ol IR DS WS
; . ] : 2 dbie to chase bhe shooters, but lost Ghem.
) We've never had anbhing like this happen bePore. There hasn't wirs ;
{J ever been a need Por any more elaborate public security."” wﬁg:;- iﬁiﬁ;ﬂ%ﬁﬂ ﬁr;ﬁg

the bwo planets nob
getting along? I mean,
before that happened.”

J

"Wo, it was Fine! Just
... FE i pUShY
sometimes. Wants to
get inbo F4 things that
aren't any of their
business. We don't ron
our planet their way.

iy -
=

I

obligation to
respond to
these

I

The bheory is that the
FZ gov arranged the ——-%
Murder becavse they .. §
knew sul Verbein would =
replace Rede, and —— . _
they thought Verbein —— ' g
wovld be easier to  ———
push arovnd.”

I
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7 Thisis
vhacceptable,

and must be .
considered an —

attack on Fysia 4 '

e\ and it people. We
will not stand S

Por it. ' N TN
N % N
/ " > Unless the
r e r ‘\ / g

M

i

L

®
-

-~

/" And, Prankiy, we "\
refuse to give any
credence to this '

nidiculous conspiracy
Verbein and their |

people have  /
invented. ./

I th

~~ IP Fysia 4 is looking

( Por an excuse Por war, |

then they can have war. |
We're ready.  /

. -

-"""--._._______________._.--"""

"That was about six weeks ago. Verbein's only asked —=%

Por one thing bo resolve this -- Ehey want Herso i

-

Edwick, the ledder of FZ, brought to F4 to be tried and ==
punished, along with anyone else involved.” -~

overnment of Fysia
\ Z Meets our demands
- 'h-.\ Por justice, we must
assuUMe that we are in a
hostile state of
h relations and act
L accordingly.

" \\Hﬁmn e

"EVeruone assumes Eawick ordered the murder?”

“Well, Ehere was enough planning that had to be
invelved ... ne one here Lhinks it could have come From
anywhere but the top. I mean, this doesn't Peel like
twe soldiers going rogue. And EAWick resigning didn't

help change our mings.”

“IP that was bheir reason,
it didn’t work ovt Ghe way
they wanted.”

"Resigned?® Are we sure that's what happened?”

.,....llilllig--l-ll'lllll'll

‘Aetvally ... no. We just know he's not running F2
anymore. His brother shore is."

Er——a—y

> With Shore OW, Pine, I don’t think
Edwick saying things ou're here Por that, and I
like that, it's just a S know Yoo didn't kill Zeed. <

And those two
goons are involved in
all this somehow?

the real Pighting
starts.

See, that's the
B kind of thing I can't tell T
S WoL! You could be anybodyy! PSS
L You could be sent by FZ2 & o
S 0 make trovble!

Why are you
locking Por that |
impounded ship? 4=

But you obviousiy
don't want to tell me your

- : : i/ id redl business here, and if I
A a0 j ’
Come on. You gob your ‘ | \ bold You anything my chief

hands on that list Pull of = \ : 1
dirt;, and the person you go - Would kill me ...
For is one of its crew. What s % . -
else would Wou be aPter? Are 2 4

Wou here to try to QFEE "' - ;
those weapons to FZ27 | . L

=4

IP You thought b .. 50 I'M thinking "\
that, I wouldn't be Iying that's about as Par |
here right now. aswecango. /

-

I'C BEEN ON THE MOVE EVER SINCE I LANDPED -- STRAIGHT TC INTERVIEWS, THEN THE
FIGHT, THEN DPETAINED, THEN TC FIND TRIT ... I'D? NEVER CHECKED INTC ANY LODGING,
NOR BROUGHT SFARE CLOTHES FROM BOSIE.

| i . | :
cosmnareLy - _—
THE PORT | . 1/‘

iﬂg’gﬁ é‘ﬁ?ﬂ% | : DID HERZIG KNOW ZEED WAS DEADF
e EVEN IF SHE DIDN'T, SHE SURELY HAD TO KNOW
Pyt AL iy 1 THAT IT MISHT NOT BE A GOOD IDEA TO STAY
AR ~ r ANYWHERE SHE COULD BE FOUND EASILY. THE
- Y GOONS MIGHT BE LOOKING FOR HER, OR THE
J PROVS. IT WASN'T EVEN TC HER ADVANTAGE TC BE
/ AVAILABLE FOR WHEN THE GOVERNMENT EINALLY
, 7 DECIDED HOW TO DEAL WITH HER. IT DIDN'T FEEL
s LIKE THEY'D DECIDE To JUST LET HER &o.

Port services: 50 wu s
Transportation rental: 20 wu
BoOsSIE'S WATER _ e Wi

SYSTEM IS v A IF SHE H.

HORRIBLE AND . SENSE SHE'D BE
You CAN'T ' ; HIDING -- S8ME
REALLY TAKE A " PLACE WHERE SHE
SHOWER \ - COULD GET A ROOM

WITHOUT AN - g o . AND NOBODPY wWoULD
RNAL o ASK QUESTIONS, OR .
SUFPFLY. TELL THE FPRCVS
WHERE SHE WAasS.

I LIKE PECFPLE WHCO

WON'T TELL FPROVS ¥
THINGS ... THINGS .
THEY'LL UsUALLY

IF I WASN'T GETTING ANYTHING ELSE TELL ME, ONCE I .
oOUT OF TRIT, THEN IT Was BaACK TO CONVINCE THEM I'M
WANDERING ARCUND ASKING PECOPLE. NOT TRYING TO &ET
I WasS PRETTY SURE I'D &OTTEN ANYBODY INTCO J:'ah,
EVERYTHING OUT OF THE BARS IN TROUBLE. haven's had any
THE PORT AREA I WaAS &SOINGE TO like that.
GET. IT WaAS TIME T SWITCH To
LODEING — ANYWHERE I THOUSHT Wight £
HERZIE MIGHT BE STAYING. g Gy

7 Sego's place down
— THIS DIDN'T THRILL ME. IT COULD bhe street.
TAKE WEEKS, AND THERE WASN'T
MUCH PROMISE. THAT IT WOULD LEAD
ANYWHERE. y
7 EXCEPT ...

|

&
BUT NOBODY HAD ANYTHING To TELL.
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Ok, IF I Was ON A PLANET
I COULDPN'T LEAVE, AND T
NEEDPED TCO HIPE UNTIL T
HADP A CHANCE TO GET

OUT OF THE SYSTEM, WHAT

wouLl I Dor 1
WELL ... IT'D FRCBABLY
SNEAK BACK INTO THE - i I
PORT AND HIDE IN BOSIE, f - ,
EVEN [F BoOsSIE Was N

IMPOUND. HARD FOoR ;
ANYBODY ELSE TO &ET v
INTO THE SHIP AND NOT

LIKELY THEY'D LOOK FOR
ME THERE. ASSUMING T
WaAS WELL STOCKED AND
FOWERED, T CoOULD LIVE IN
BOSIE FOR WEEKS. I'VE . . -
DONE [T, THOUSH T DIDN'T
ENJOY IT MUCH.

il

]
|

I'VE NEVER SEEN A PRIVATE SHIFP THAT HaAD A
DPOCOR BUZZER. NAVAL AND SCIENCE VESSELS
OFTEN HAVE THEM AT THE OUTER POORS OF
ARLOCKS, BUT MOST OF THE SMALL COMMERCIAL
STOCK POESN'T COME ERQUIFFED WITH AIRLOCKS.

THIS ONE DIDN'T EVEN LOCK LIKE IT HAD AN AFT
CAMERA T COULD WAVE To. AaNDP KENOCKINE ON
THE HULL WITH MY HAND WASN'T &CINGEG To Do IT.

i

L]

=
LT
"
WHAT I NEEDPED TC PO Was FIND SOMETHING LIKE A
‘ METAL BAE. IF I THUMFELD WITH THAT A FEW TIMES —-

-

You have
got to be just
about the luckiest
homan in the
galaxy.

/" Yeah. Why am I not.
in jailZ That'd be a
_ good thing to know.
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" BOTHER WITH THAT. &5403 WAS OFF IN A

I Was EXPECTING TO HAVE TC FPAY REALLY HORRIBLE
S AMOUNTS OF BRIBE ~—= NOT TC &ET IN, I'D HAVE TO BREAK IN
_F'E"E THAT, BUT TC FIND OUT WHERE THE SHIP wWas BEING KEFT.

BUT I'D BEEN ASSUMING THERE Was A SECURED
IMPOUNDP AREA, SOME LOCKEDP-OFF FPART OF
THE FORT. TURNS OUT THEY DPIPN'T SEE NEED TCO

CORNER OF THE FPORT THEY DPIPN'T USE MUCH,
BUT SHE Was RIGHT OUT IN THE OFEN.

I THINK HE'D PRCBABLY HAVE &IVEN ME THE

INFO FOR FREE. HE WaAS BORED AND REALLY
LIKED HAVING SOMEBODPY TCO TALK TO.

Payment for information: |? wu

I FAIDP HIM ANYWAY.

Becavse [ told them
that iP you'ablown vp the

ship, You wouldn't have been
aumb enough to stick around
and get cavght in your own

explosion.

Really, you
should be dead
right: now.

MMM
Thanks.

T D
. —— l.r--i
o Fa '
. L] e o -

Years of
: “dive Por cover" J.
! experience. |

o

You could
return the Favor by
giving Me an idea Who
1\ | did do it.. IP you've got
' \ v | one. There are people
i' ke ."\ screaming at me
. B about this at HQ@.

But that's --

Why would FZ ops
want to blow vp Lhat
c¢argo? They wanted it

back, not --

I bet.

Well, I'd sbart with your
two goons, who I saw

walking away From tihe
ship as I was getting
there.

Gotcha.



Don't 4 : 1k QR 2 e ve N
breathe a word My lips are | i LA .--""fha.::rwgf.-:;idé: through
oP that. sedled. (H R - | the wreckage. IP she'd

e I'M hot; - - ‘ \ been there we'd have [ :
g N, - 000g -- w A Pound ... traces. @ BUG ... U ...
R\ - ' "1 » Wy 1don't know where Herzig is.

g i S

e —

e i ahe and Zeed had been both been

ey ey, carePull N . . stauing at that address. We
shairate !.f Just because you're . '- n B thought she was still there,
1 not dead doesn't: mean - ' . ' B until you ...
=5 Wou aren't hurt. N - .

-- I'm just —
interested in the
pilot. Grethyk Herzig.
I don't care about the
ship, the cargo, the
political sitbuation,

b any of that.

W iy iy
,...-'.rl .“. q_l__“{

I know Wou were
worried I was trying to help \§
get those weapons to FZ. Well,
even if I had been, there's no
danger of that now. And no
reason Yoo can't tell me
where she is.

Unless she was on the
ship, in Which case my day
just got even worse.

I haven't been

THE HOSPITAL Pollowing Wou. Perhaps
BiLL WaAs ADPDING You've seen some oF My
INS TC INJURY. sisters? We oPten look

OF COURSE IT'D : ; imilar n ;
e o - similar to strangers

INVOICE ... IF g
THERE WAS SOING
TO BE ONE. I waAS
EOING TO FEEL A

" Luna Mobhs.
I know.

You've been
Pollowing me all
_. day. IF you've got:
S . : something Wou want,
\ get it over with,
becavse I am not - = -- aisters of the

in the mood. : i Society of Moon's
InPluence. Yes.

SRR S ESSry.

I only wanted to
know iP you were
interested in pursving
spiritLal enrichment.

Not: usvally.
And definitely not today.

YOU MAY NOT HAVE
EVER HEARD OF THE
:_um; HML rn-ara” . ﬂﬁ_grns FORTUNATELY, THERE WAS
gmrsms’, AT LEAST ‘ Awi’fmhggﬁgryémfr fou know, drinking alone is THEN SHE TOoOok OFF THE
S0 FAR. THEY'RE A I DIDN'T WANT TO BE bad Por wour health. VEIL AND I WAS CERTAIN.
CHURCH, BUT FROM AROUND PECPLE.
WHAT I HEAR, THEY'RE .
NOT ONE OF THE
TOXIC ONES. THEY'RE
A LITTLE WEIRD, BUT .
RELIGION ALWAYS |S. 1 =
NEVER HAVE Ry .
UNDERSTOCD THAT Y 4
KIND OF THING. : *

T DIDN'T WANT TO BITE
HER HEAD OFF JUST

BECAUSE THE JOB . 2
WASN'T GOING WELL, 2
BUT T DID WONDER IF /
SHE WaS TELLING ME -

THE TRUTH. IT TAKES :

MORE THAN PEOPLE 4,.
WEARING THE SAME
CLOTHES FOR ME TO

CONFUSE THEM WITH

ONE ANOTHER.

1 night's lodging: 200 wu

I WENT AHEAD AND
CHECKED INTC A
HOTEL. WELL, CALL IT
A HOTEL OUT OF
COURTESY. I DPIPN'T
CARE TO SFPENDP
MUCH ... T FELT LIKE
IT WaAS POINTLESS TO
FAY FOR SOMETHING
I WoULD BARELY BE

It's no worse Por
Wour health than drinking
with someone.

Sometimes it's

WANT TO SLEEFP IN I THOUGHT ABOUT LISTING THE DPRINK i ; healthier things
BOSIE THAT NIGHT. T IN MY EXPENSES AS MORE “MEDICAL we could do
DIDN'T WANT TC &O TREATMENT," OR MAYBE "SFIRITUAL ;
ANYWHERE NEAR THE ENRICHMENT.” BUT MY SENSE OF
PORT JUST THEN. HUMOR Was SERICUSLY PEFLETED
JUST THEN, &0 I DECIPED SYM DIDN'T T ALMOST COULDN'T BELIEVE IT. IE [T

THE HOTEL DIDN'T NEED TO BUY ME THIS ONE. b WAS TRUE, THEN MY LUCK HAD TAKEN
HAVE A BAR, AND T - -]l e 7 . PITY ON ME AND TURNED AROUND. Bot not: here.

Was Too TIRED ToO
DO MORE INTERVIEWS, I WASN'T COMPLETELY SURE, THOUSH.

BUT NOT TIRED
ENOUSH TO SLEEF.

—
w
ANYWAY, IT Was BREALLY
IMPORTANT FOR SEVERAL

REASONS NOT TO LET
THIS ONE FASS ME BY.

Ha.
You're kind of 8
mess, hoh?
Yeah, I got a
little banged vp.

Let's kiss it
and make it
better. / WANT TO BE ARCUND
ANYBODY, BUT MY MooD

CHANGED COMFLETELY THE I WAS DYING TO SEE WHAT
MOMENT SHE SHOWED UF. - SHE'D DO IN THE MORNING.

I ENOW I JUST Sall I PIPN'T




==
HOFPEFULLY NOT LITERALLY. |

.

i Why did you blow
4

Up MY ship?

That's

of your

business. 1t is ip I'm taking You to

FZ.I'd want to know what
I'm getbing into.

You will
take me?

I 1'1'Lightl :
Can you pay me?

Uh ...
what are we
talking#
Passenger
ratess

Hell, np!
You're not allowed
to leave the planet,
and F4's running a
blockade vp there ...
I'd consider it Por ...
let's see ... Pive 4
k-wu.,

I don't have that.
I ¢an get it, but not
pntil I ¢an ... ok ... not
unkil I'm done on F2.

HMM.

No, under the
circomstances, that
Wwouldn't be good
enough. I'd need it
Lp Pront.

Ok, great, you
got me. Hope Wou're
proud. What are you?
» F4 security?

No, I'm an indy like
Wou, ... but I'm getbing
tired of being jacked
around.

I'll take You Lo FZ.
No charge. You just
have to do one thing.

.-"'"F- 2 --"'-.
/. Aisiasawyov “S—
/ looking Por Beryl ... then '\ '1, i <
| later she saw you going to | ~ foud convicb on =&
\  the port, just before it 4 that? Even the provson
N\ blewop.. 4| thisplanet wovldn's. Ask )
<\ them.They've already
5, redlized I didn't do ib. 4

-'|-_ _—"’j
— e

-

o

7 Oh, sure, I'll just go right:
F,f" up to one and say awyo.

Fine, you didn't do it. But it would
, have been a lot easier to bring
S\ Myself to Porce You to take me

N, toFysia ziP you had ...

1 e

..-*"JLF_ -""'-,_

,~ fou'dtry to get a
[-' ride Prom the person =
. Who blew up your ship? [ >~
N Areyoucrazy? 4" No, just out of options.

. I couldn't manage to break oub

oP here when I had a ship, and
how I don't even have that.

Why do you want to go to F2
how anywaw? Thew're not going to be
thrilled when you come to them
empty-handed.

Damn it, you were
Just hazzing me!
You never were going to
take me!

" 1 should shoot
Your ass right now |
on principle --

Berthing fee for past two days Fysia 4: 500 wu
Ship power refill: 10 wu

ALWAYS TOF OFF THE TANK BEFCORE YOU LEAVE.

I'D KNOWN I Was SOING TO TAKE HER TO F2 AS SOON AS I REALIZED THAT
Was WHAT SHE Was TRYING FOR. A COUFLE OF THINGS WERE BECCMING
CLEAR, AND ONE OF THEM Was THAT I WASN'T &GOINE TO BE ABLE To &GET

HER SAFELY OUT OF THIS SYSTEM UNTIL SHE DPIP WHATEVER SHE WAS
REALLY HERE To Do, AND CAME OUT THE FAR ENDP OF IT, HOPEFULLY ALIVE.

IF I CAME ALONG FOR THE RIPE, MAYBE I COULD HELF HER STAY THAT way.

%
1
)

/

I DIDN'T TELL HER WHY I WasS LOOKING FOR HER. IN
FACT, I PIPN'T TELL HER I WAS LOCKING FOR HER.
AS LONG A5 I COULPN'T GET HER T TELL ME
ANYTHING, I INTENPED TO RESFONDP IN KIND.

You can come oub
now. We just left
their patrol range.

I don't break a
promise, but I've got to
say, I think Wou're helping
the wrong side.

Listen, I really do ™~
tLhink the less I tell you
the better, but I can tell
Wou this:

That's a cute
little holdout. You rig
that yourself?

A

© Shore Edwick wants
war. He benefits Prom it

Who says
I'm helping
them?

I guess they Pigured if
they'd already checked me

before and the port said I
didn't take on any cargo,
that was good enough.

IP FZ did what: I'm told they
did, they sound like the
villains here.

Yes, but
there's less to it
than wou think.

It was a bad design --
pnmarked door no one can
tell is @ door. All T did was

put in some hidden
labches.

Pinancially, and he doesn't

think F4 has the ability to

damage FZ enough that the

blood would start to hurt

; him politicaliy.
N 7 Herso Edwick does

not want war. Neither

did Rede. And the two of

them got along very well.
socially as well as

politically. 4

e, S

hI
L

:'I
'
oy o

£ K.

IP they "

J  Were such 8
good Priends, |

, Whi'd he have S5
\ her killed?

e
n
{_‘.'x_‘.

That's the bi
question, isn't it7 See
what answers you ¢an

come up with.




rvsia 2 port fee: 250 \
Ship ppwer refill: 50 w

a .. 50 I don't 17 J

think we're going /
|

ko run into any
trouble getiting ovt

EJ

of the port.

T
- T
o

s
: =

Frsia 2
cusToMS PIPN'T
CARE WHETHER I

CAME FROM
FYSla 4, OR WHAT
I MIGHT OR
MIGHT NOT BE
CARRYING.

I'D SaY THAT WasS
FROOF GRETHYK
Was RIGHT, ANDP
THEY DIPN'T TAKE
F4d SERICUSLY IN

THIe MESS,
EXCEFT THAT
THE IMFRESSION
I &OT Wwas THAT
TF—!‘E F"G'EB ‘;TATE:'F

"'---—-._,.. ON FZ2 DIDN'
CARE MUCH
ABOUT ANYTHING,
NOT EVEN
COLLECTING
THEIR FEE.

r I HATE &ETTING STUNNELD. IT
TAKES HOURS AFTERWARD FOR

MY HEAD NOT TO FEEL. LIKE \ I
. IT'8 FULL OF TOXIC SLUDGE.

I MEAN, IF YOU'RE &OINE TO
GET SHOT, IT BEATS THE

ALTERNATIVE ... BUT THAT REALLY

HADPN'T BEEN NECESSARY.

UNFORTUNATELY,
SOMECNE ELSE &OT
TO HIM FIRST.

SLEEFING MY waY To
THE TOF ISN'T
SOMETHING THAT
S[TS WELL WITH ME,
OR THAT I Do WELL.
I HAVE TRCUBLE
FAKING THAT KIND OF
INTEREST IN
SOMEBOPY. 5O T
Was ALREADPY AT A
DISADPVANTAGE. T
CERTAINLY WASN'T
GOINGE TO BE ABLE
TO COMFPETE WITH A
NTN FOR HIS
ATTENTION.

I PECIPED TC TRY A
DIFFERENT FERSCON
THE NEXT NIGHT.

1 night's lodging: 200 wu

THE CTHER
Poses(BILITY I'D BEEN
ABLE TO &ATHER
SOSSIPF ON WaAS HY
STEVN, WHO DIPN'T
SEEM TO HAVE AN
OFFICIAL TITLE, BUT,
WORD was, DI HAVE
EDPWICK'S EAR.

2 nights' lodging: 400 wu

|d

r

\ . .

3 %
IT TOOK ME A COUPLE OF DAYS Tf.'-' ‘u
TRACK THEM. FINDING THEM WHEN
THEY WERE OUT IN THE CLUBS Was
EAsY, BUT I COULDPN'T HAVE THE KIND
OF CONVERSATION I NEEPED TO HAVE
WITH THEM IN THOSE.

e ——

IP someone is 4

[eoking Por you
here, though, they

wmay try to --

THE THING IS, I
COULDPN'T JUST S4aY
‘TO HELL WITH HER.'
SHE WAaAS ABOUT TO

SO OFF ANDP &GET

INTC SERICUS
TROUBLE, T H’A%m Y

OF IT, AND IF )
&SOT KILLEDP @N° i t"-'if‘
wgrcg, TT-JEHTHH%T == Y s
Was I &2 [ LL . it 'l | b
SYM?P -~ S ' Jr ks
= < N
BUT BECAUSE SHE'D — 14 ' 5ﬁ£
PULLED THAT STUPID s ; — 72) B
—— | ‘

TRICK, NOW I wWasS —_—
BACK TO ASKINGE
ARCUND LOCKING FOR
HER ... AND ON F4,
SHE'D BEEN THERE
FOR WEEKS, AND
STILL HADPN'T LEFT
MUCH OF A TRAIL.

FINDING HER HERE --
ESFECIALLY WHEN
SHE'D HIT THE

GEROUND RUNNIN
Via INTERVIEWS Was

;'Emﬁpﬁﬁgﬁ_gf‘: I MIGHT BE ABLE TO GET TO THE SAME
PLACE SHE Was TRYING TO &O.

HOWEVER, I HAD
HER COMMENT DURING THE TRIP -- PLUS
T SOME OTHER GUESSES I'D ALREADY MADE
;ﬁ"-‘ -~ HAD ME THINKING THAT WHATEVER SHE
=5 WAS DOING, SHE WAS GOING TO NEED TO
CLIMB PRETTY HIGH UP THE LADDER OF F2
GOVERNMENT. SHE NEEDED SOME BIGWIGS.
ACTUALLY, MY SUSPICION WAS THAT SHE
NEEDPED TO & T THE TOP.

I COULPN'T JUsT WALK UP TO SHORE EPWICK
AND 24y AYO. THE BEST WAY TO &SET To HiM
QUICKLY WaAs PROBABLY TC FIRST WIN CVER
SOMEONE WHO COULP. LIKE ZET COMC,
ONE OF HIS UNPERSECRETARIES. WORD
was, HE HAD SOME DECADPENT HABITS.

(vt
i

Door charge: 10 wu

BUT THE NEXT NIGHT, THE
NEXT &UY IN THE NEXT BAR
HAD BEEN FOUND BY ...
THE SaAME NTN.

I KNOW SOME PECFLE HaAVE
TROUBLE TELLING NTN AFART.
TRUST ME. IT Wwas THE saME
ONE. WHICH MEANT THIS was
DPELIBERATE.

BESIPES, UNLIKE MOST MEN,
I CaAN TELL WHEN SOMECNE'S
BEINGE PLAYED. THE LUST
MIGHT HAVE BEEN REAL --
BUT FOR NTN, LUST I A VERY
LOW BAR. THERE WasS NO
ACTUAL INTEREST. THE NTN
Was AFTER SOMETHING.

* \

THE THING Was, THAT COULD BE To MY
ADVANTAGE ... IF I COULD CONVINCE
THEM OUR INTERESTS ALIGNED.

So you were
following me.

L
I I: . . —_— e ——SEENEETT A

!I

I wonder what vou
think you might be
looking for.




B I'm trying to get
— to shore Edwick. 1
W T SRR think you are too.

Very much.
What's your name?

Mine is syeekwth.
Can vou spell that? :
__. "‘-..\.I

I don't enter into
arrangements with anyone until
I've decided [ trust them.

I know a little
about Ntn. IP you're
trying to sleep your way -
to him, I bet; You have a | don't trust anyone until
But does it bed good reason. \ ['ve learned about them.
well with yours?

: ~ Hmm. - . The best way | know to
You said that correctly. B & learn about someone is to
And you knew to not have sex with them.

wear clothes in here.

Mo, in Trade.
That would have

been rude. )
Several times,

ideally.

OF THE SEVEN \/
oAl N E R S
RACE E TS -
NYEEN) AREN'T THE IN/% '\/~ NS i .,..-—-J
ONES T'VE SEEN THE ’
LEAST OF (I'VE ONLY l\/\
EVER MET ONE ELO)w S 2l e
T LEasT aBouT = iy ~~ THERE 4R NDE
E LEAS R E ALL Kl
fF;-:T:"EPHE' EHf_g‘I’HEr E}ﬁ" T o~ .-gwr—r;.a ﬂﬂﬁp RUMORS
SHELA FOR YEARS, I ABOUT THE NTN. I
STILL CAN'T GET HER \ ' ~ GUESS THAT'S TO BE
TO TELL ME A THING f EXPECTED.
?Sﬂﬁr THE JOLY BUT = ». . - HEHMAEEE:?ﬁITFEQ WHO
EY'RE PRETTY e AL WA
MYSTERIOUE kg \ - BLINDFOLDED, WHO
_ et : : LIKE SEX AND DON'T
IN HUMANSE.A LIKE WEARING CLOTHES
TEND TO BE ... PEOPLE ARE GOING
WORKERS O TO BE CURIOUS ... AND
DANCERS ... | SOME WILL BE
OPLE ' HATEFUL. PEOPLE HAVE
THINK THEY' THE STRANGEST [DEAS
E;P%_ﬁ-n;;—*g .- SOMETIMES.
OF THAT. |
THEY LIKE THI Which d IT DOESN'T HELP THAT
BECAUSE IT &I At | 5 THE NTN DON'T TELL
THEM AND THE you like? i . }?;cju AHHHE NG &EC?U‘J;
. Y - EMSEL LES
THEY REALLY TRUST
YOU. T'VE SPENT SOME
YOU THINK . TIME WITH NTN AND T
YOURE IN C Or mavbe a ESET ALONE WITH THEM,
e N G Porre et
EXACTLY W . b RELATIONSHIP WITH
WANT YOU, A 4 i ONE. MAYBE ONE DAY.
How YoU GOT | | ACTUALLY, I THINK ONE
A OF THE REASCONS I

GET ALONE WITH THEM
IS THAT I PON'T ASK
THEM TOO MANY
GUESTIONS.

LATER ... QUITE A WHILE LATER ... T EXFLAINED THE
SITUATION WITH GRETHYK, A2 WELL A5 I COULD SIVEN THAT
I Was STILL IN THE PARK ABOUT &CME OF IT MYSELF.

I also want peace, though
that isn't my primary motive here.
No matter. [ believe the only person
who has a chance of preventing
war is Herso Edwick.

MMA ...
don't play with
that unless you

meanit ...

eui haven't But I do think her
recovered from the intentions are good. She
last round yet. was talking about not
) wanting war. I think she
has something she
thinks will stop it.
Do you feel her
intentions are good?

What do vou think she

wants from Shore?

I can't even say Por - Th.;? she'll have a

/ s0re she wants anubhing Prom problem, no matter SR R
him. T just hink she's trying to do hioy she goes to. A R eV
somebhing that needs high H

political access. has done with him.

1 night's |ﬂﬂ!ll‘l': 200 wu STRP'S PREVIOUS TWO PROSFELCTS -—- THE ONES I SAW THEM CHASE -- HADPN'T LED ANYWHERE, BUT THIS TIME, THEY 24AID, THEY
HAD A4 &SOCP ONE. HE WAaS TAKING STQD TC A FUNCTION THAT NIGHT WHERE THEY'DP HAVE A CHANCE TO &GET SHORE'S ATTENTION.
MEANWHILE, I SFPENT THE NEXT DAY TRYING TC FIND GRETHYK THE HARD WAY.

b - -
Transportation rental: zn'm'

: ; | A% sl  Oooookay.
famsm?g.s F'#.ED?EED | ! B/ What do You know,
| i L B and how do you
THEY AL - |l ! L know ibZ

Uhderstand what
Wou mean --

There's no such
' 1 | -, thing 5 abad |
look much like @ h. . CARIIANE.
candidate Por your RS T NG

> 1 at;pmaahei N
e - i - e o Wou becavse i
~ Areyov e You don't happen to e e f seemed bo me like you
Indpesrad o [ 8 kNOW Where 3 Woman (R . ), Were Seeking
pursving spiritua 5 L named Grethyk Herzig " , O >, Something.
enrichment? F el is. do Hauf N i ! ; s
- Lt - ¢ -

Bub I see now I
was mistaken about
Wwhat Wou were
sgeking.



en in here? Nl J L Good to see You!

lllr." o
That's allowed now? B - : . ! Please, call
A X X . e ""3 . \ Who is your Pascinating |

re.
companion? « g Share

000¢
0008
20 @: @O

( “ o

H..,

50 NOW We
have to go talk to N
him, and when we do,
he's going tio make a
MOVe on Wou.
And I'm going to
have to let him.
: 07 Now, don't
fret, Ordi.

e e
There'll be ] \

plenty of other

times for the
two of us.

' Yea

oty 1t

O,

st

r

V009006 04
*10.**/'*
=

Good evening, Mr.

secretary.

They couid at
least put on some
panties. Everything

showing ... This is sbqd.

h, hoW are we

sUpposed Lo compete

And think
of how it will
improve your
standing with

him.

ridiculous. All I'm
doing is wearing
myself out. I shovld
just go back to the
hotel.

[ hope Stqd is
having better luck
than I am --

-- Wait a
second.

Pamn it, I
think the skinny
one saw me.

These two must
have had pro training.
Thew're not as vseless

as they look.

Make yourselP
comPortable.
I know Ntn don't think moch of
clothing, so Peel Pree to
remove iti.

Heh.
Both, iP Wou like. ;

7 You know, I've N
hever been to bed with ™
a Ntn before. My brother
has, many times, bot Wou
can only learn so much
secondhand ...

with that?

I mean, there
can't be two other
people in this system
who look like that.

Yep.
Took oPP around
the corner.

setting up to
ambush whenI -- T

Well, now you
can find out
firsthand.

have to do to
et away Prom
47 I hope they
didn't do
anything to

L=

" Mbsolutely
Pascinating.

.. i,
would Wou mind
terribly if stad and I
spent: some time
getting better
acquainted?

I DECIDED I'D BETTER -

¥y THING, THERE WAS A FAIRLY

|
i ,'1'."' o
i - R r—.
oo - & a
N e

FOLLOW THEM. FOR ONE :

. HieH CHANCE, GIVEN SOME

OF MY GUESSES AND
THECRIES, THAT THEY WERE
LOOCKING FOR THE SAME

r PERSON I WAS.

| AND IF THAT WAS THE CASE, |
I NEEDED TO FIND HER
BEFORE THEY DID.

w

2l .
‘Hﬂ'“ =1 '
-‘E!

L 1

=% =8



LATER ...

I think just

after sex is the

best time to find . -
out things. - -

l:r-
=

What did vou
do with vour
brother?

People are always in

such a good mood then,
and they have such a
spirit of honesty and
cooperation ...

... 50 tell me ...

T }
%

- WHEW ~-
Alive.

e A A i W8 LB iy
.l_..l'.ll.l.|‘. |.:-_| RN .II 1 I-"':.".‘JI..

I got the ] happened? Did

appointment! The 4 ol R she just --
guy You suggested . a7,
came through! A=

=1
=

-

The undersecretary
will See me tomorrow, )
and then we can --

You've been a
real problem, and
we'll be glad to be

done with Wou.

Not done
with me yet! > U
You covldjust Ve
Mmake this easy.

Careful UGUH‘H : : e
b [ don't step on your M fj::':rf iﬂﬂf
B buddy, there. L pipe

_ Whoops!
A Try again.

Rip 3 ".-_ " A .f__..--"> -
S You're not that good, @
[ Wou know. Just took Me @ 1| .| E
While to Pigure out which | : I bet You don't
“N\_ stairs you went up. have a glass jaw
e 5 like he does.

And iP I hit you in
the belly you Mmight
hot even notice.




A FEW MINUTES LATER.

L ]

¥ 1 don't want to kil
them. I hate killing people.
\Even if they deserve it.

x\_/,;\
Bub we need to

4 take them out of
commission, and I mean
= long-term. IP they come back
i,  they'll just make more

W " trouble Porus.

This is Tuti.
She vsed to run cargo.

I used to
SMUggle cargo.
You ¢an Pight.

Ex-Navy?

I know somebody who
¢an send these two
somewhere that'll keep them
busy Por a real long time. Bub I
won't be able to talk her into
\, [e55 than Tk, and I don't have
: that Iying around.
I'll give her more
than that if she can
expedite. Like, immediately.
We need them gone, and then
@rethyk and I need to be
SoMewhere else.

I ¢an probably
arrange that. /

I'm sorry about

stunning you. | It wasn't that I

didn't trust you. I just ...
I didn't. want You to be
involved. I didn't want to
risk anybody else.

You're asking too
Much! This is --

Listen, the Luna
Moths on F4 took me
in and hid me! They
believed me, and they
had a lot [e55 to go
on than you do!

Andyou
were worried I
Might: try to keep
Wou Prom doing
W whatever stupid
A thing it is you're
; doing.

Look, I'm trying
to prevent a war.
_ Isn't that good
1 enough? Do you really
heed to khow more
than that?

IP this puts 8
target on my
back? Yes.

Nobody asked :
Wou to get
involved! ! IF they could
trust me, why
can't you?

Also, wou don't
trust me. I don't mind
that, I bhink Wou're right
ko be careful ... buk how
that I've saved your ass
Ewice, You might at least / //
get the idea that I'm /|
on your side. e

No, I do trust
Wou --

IF wou're tirying to
prevent war, then why
were Wyou bringing in

way bo do that.

/ weapons Por F27 Funny

Not enough to tell
Me wWhat you're
actually vp to.

Randa, I can’t --

Maybe I'm a lot
less Paith-based
than they are.

My mobher?
I --T1don't know
what you're --

The two of vs are
probably the oniy
people on this planet
right now you ¢an trust.

. | . Us, and maybe your

Oh, I'm sorm.
I should have
buzzed first.

Priend Tuti.

No, you're Pine.
That's why I gave
You access.

Shore? '
Shore EdwickZ Give med
But he's the -- break. I knew
Wou were her
daughter as soon as
she showed me a
picture. I just didn't
see any point in
J,, c¢alling her out
al on it.
{-"" How'd it goZ Dia?‘) A
Rt geb.Eg Shones | It is time to come clean. "that last name all
£ | 8o that we can get done with ; the time, or did Wou
whatever it is Wou're doing and B sea just make it up For
get ovt of here. : this job?

What are you two vp to?
is s 4 ' You yell at me about
i EF:EEEE& . trust and then come
An ally. ' y N | in With thisZ

B i

... Herzig's my
Middle name.

We think it's better not
to let the other cargo
crews know I'm the
boss' davghter.

I'll vse the same idea on
Yoo that you used on me: your
' mother sent me tE:r CoMe mHI{?J You
arethik. and get you out of trouble. IF she
Y trusts me to do that, then,
damn it, you £an too.

I don't khow what the
peint is in telling you
anything. It seems like Wou ;
already khow all of it. Why don't
Wou tell it, and I'll tell you iF 4

Knock it ofF.
5 Hou're wrong.

\

-~ Sigh -- OM. It sbarted making sense
when I realized that neither you
hor your mother actually cared
about wour carge.

@Erethyk, I hate
Por wou to Pind out
this way, but ... she
didn't get out.

I don't think Beryl
was looking Por money.
I hope she wasn't.

I trusted her ...

The weapons
weren't Wour real cargo.
/ Your real cargo is something a lot
{ smaller. You're probably carrying it
on Wou right now. The weapons were
just something that FZ bigwigs she wanted to know why
N\ wanted, and not publicly ... so you'd we didn't just try to
\ have to get access to them bo clear out.
make delivery. The weapons
Were Your way in.

She picked the
wrong people. She went
to those two FZ agents we
beat vp this evening. I don't
guess she knew that's
what: they were.

I think she just
couldn't stand sitting
there any longer. She

thought the job was a wash,

Bot you didn't know
that F4 had started its
blockade. That took you

completely by surprise, and
then you were stuck on the
wrong planet.

T

/" What happened ne:-:b?'""‘ll
Zeed sold you oub?

S

She told me she
had. She thought she
was doing the right bhing

Yes. They killed her.
Probably When she
couldn't produce you.

... but the job wasn't a
wash yet, and I had to
leave her there ... I

L had to run ...

Loose end.

And then they
started looking For
Wou, to kill you.

I suspect they
blew vp Wour ship
becavse they thovght,
| worth it to her. She'll like I did, that vou wenre
hever ship with vs hiding in it. They wanted
again. d those weapons For FZ,
A but what you have is
more important.

Anyway, she got
out, s0 I hope it was

Important enough
that more people are
going to die unless we

Finish this Past. o

let's hear it.




—— - e s I

- -

\ N OK, 50 o there's this guy named Max Minwell. Mother's known W= 20 he starbed working his way through bhe [ick And Max knew wWho one of the people was. The
| him For ages. He'd been sitting on FZ For a monbh, waiting R checklist, you know, and somewhere in bhere he saw Uhdersecretary For the military. shore Eawick.
For a cargo contract Ghak nobody was bothering to tell him : N Lhere were some people standing right in Front of his
wasn't going bo happen, becavse then they'd have owed him starboard landing cameras. Max is a sheaky old mover -- probably done 8
8 defavit and they didn't want to pay it. \__ | lot: 0P SEUFP he doesn't want anybodyl to know
r ; = i "._ They didn't know the cameras were on. The ship was about -- and he's got some instincts. I guess
way out in the long-berthing area of the port, and Lhat's how we explain what he did nexe.
they hadn't seen Max go aboard. The dirlock's up high
¥ on the other side of the ship. They Lhought they'd
picked a good place Por a private conversation.

|
Then he lost his co-pilot, who announced he was going to be
staying on FZ Por @ while. Didn't say why. That was the (ast
straw Por Max. He decided he was going to have to Ply ovt B8
oF FZ solp, because damred iF anything good or vseful was B
going to happen there. To hell with the default. He was just /
going bo damit the whole trip was a dead loss, and go look J
Por Work and @ new crew somewhere glse. e :
; I know Wou've seen Bulldogs, Banda. The main
This i5 all important becavse Max dian't decide on any of | ' _ cdrge door S SMack in the middle of the
that in ddvance. He went to a cold ship, that hadn't moved bow, and Lhe [anding cameras are at each

Por 8 Month, and was going o lift on no notice. bow corner. The carge door has an inkercom
. = ; = - . S0 SomMeone can ask to be let in. It wasn't

Par Prom the cameras. Max turned its mic
on, 50 he could get some sound to go with

_-

== _ _ - = ~ the picture, and then he started recording.
f } Z J 1 L ———— =

- : -_ - s . = Yeah. And we're not _ — N

- LoOk, YouTe . G Wt e : worried about them doing the C - e ' 7 That's iPthey remember to -

asking Por two — R g T _ job all the way -- ' et dmp the equipment. Do not let

things bhat can't | DT o 3, ' e ) - = . s [ them Pa::r'ger; that. Ab least bwo
— WELLE — e o L £ - _

You'd betiber ot be. We | ' . - : ,;-

{ Pailed assassination. Rede has to heliet, or 5“""’““'"9
die. She can't escape. She can't be

saved in the hospital. ' = E

ey mantwanttc B = 7 -~ but we are N\ B rubody |

| actually worth & 2 - Ehem gettma ,.r
Q-. L . s . - . - e - Ever body has to be sure rel;'
A Something, becavse : ' ' e caught after. . it. L’.«Ir th% whole thing Palls

O e Pisk ... T j~ e | 4 apart. And I come Pind Wou
~ e . | tWo and break your necks.

& t;'uiug.ﬂ.f gnffugilwﬁgag:;; Yo e it.. Do vo 7 You haven's told them an Jthmg, have you? N N 30get it Pight.
| 128 e oo . L thei or notZ That's . They have no idea who's ordered the job. 1P they | =
T . .

all I care about. |, . iy ; QEB cavght, e F4 take thewm to pieces.
&y I6'Il still work oub.

Max havled as soon =SS You khow ... your mobher's a |
as the three of them r . Navy hardcase who went into spec cargo. = I mean, I'm sure
walked ofP, and he Pragmatic. I'm Pinding it a little hard to believe ﬁ she doesn't want a
didn't stop until he : [ she'd get involved in this -- and involve _war, but ..

was Ewo Bings away, _, ' : You! - just on principle. . ot her Pnghb
He was Hjafrfeﬁrﬁhey‘d 5 Yeah. There's more a E
see his leaving, At P g e i

Eﬁjﬁfﬁﬁﬁ;ﬂﬁg got promoted, he didn't take it
GO Rk Rt e well. I know the Navy's got a bias,
= : but: mother says he didn't rank
Once he redlized he because he was unfit Por

was clear, he went & S ; S
straight to mother ) e . ! =
With aﬂ ﬂ.{? it, and e = She became his OO, anda i - e Navi wag-"“m, |
dropped it in her lap. —_— Wear later she had to have him ( He got a DD desperate Por |
: - b court-martialed. She won't tell me \ during the warZ ¥ peonle then. You had \
what he did. He gﬂ'b d dishonorable ™ ko do 55‘M€thmg reaiiv
= _ "N discharge. I bhink she Pelt it horrible to get bhrown
\\ rePlected badly on her command. £ out. A lot of people got
So she's got a grudge. - |ij Yeah. Why? DDs ... afberthe
s ceasefire. _~

SR—

. \ = / ™ - i /.

N k _.- -‘nl = 8 E

i That . -
OK. S0 your plan - presents us a ::‘freg?ael]:rggg ihaaﬁtu l Miﬂ ! > '

is bo bake this boa W 0 bl " Ihad an

member of the : .
, ,_ encounter on the
secretariat -- _ _ 4 street today that
| . got me thinking ..

' ' a7 Do the Luna Moths on
FZ do things the same
way as the ones on F47 I
mean, do they have the
same principles?

More than one, @
iPIcan. Any I can : >
get a privabe talk with. \ Shore has no idea P Vet intch
I have one fmig.fi up Por © ' where Herso is. * > y v f They're the same
tomorrow, I'd just _ v i VR &
confirmed that when /- | had assumed he was holding  \ . - T??‘.:'iﬁﬁiﬁ :
those two goons - Herso captive, and he mlght well - E A constantly.
happened. < have tried if he could ... but he says | & - ! _ N
; . . : ot ;

I'm not sure that's going B accusations broke, and [ believe
to be good enough. I've been he's telling the truth.
poking around at the politics here
a little. I don't know if you ¢an sell
enpugh of them to conPront Edwick.
Thew're all either in his camp, or v _ ; -
they don't want to stick their A oy ' s - -
e , or : - 3 . T
nechs ook om otk _ - L ” 1 know someone H
B - . / among the Society
: \ Oh, great. o here whom | trust well.
. r] . ; : Shall we arr ge to
I think bhe person we need ™ g wanqtmﬁ-ﬂ?"ﬁ?;ﬂﬂ;e y ;;.-.;;i:ﬂ?ﬂg;:’
to Pind Pirst is Herso Eawick. o > can't find voursz -~: %
He still has Priends. He might 2 s " : . :
have a lever we don's. /£ S o i L {

You can :
relax for a {-’ Please excuse
while. We've i \.  bhe mess,
arrived. e

A “i""_-.ﬁq._ml: b=
Transportation rental: 20 wu

You keep
checking behind s, | . ;
You think there's e — A TN S
: _ N - Eame peap!a
9“'”? ko E?IE e : /" decided to express Wk
POk | ..r’ their dislike. I suppose \
¢ (| it's better than having
{ things thrown at vs. But this
Was Where we broadcast our
sessions Por those who
can'c attend in person. y@ ™
\ We've had to move t;?haﬁﬂ y
'EﬂMﬂWhEFE else Por
B\ the moment. ey

i L=

L
i Tguessl -'-*-hou[dn 't be

I think
nmore people
know you're on
this planet than g
either oP us is
comPortable The Society had to
witih. close this sanctuary until
they can clean up some No, you probably
vandalism. So no one will ' shouldn't.
be looking in here.

Maube I wasn't
mistaken about what
You were seeking.




lsee‘mrx TOLD THE STORY. |

Sherin. )= Sherin? )% (Bt think of the time saved by S Ll R ML
i A g \_ going straight to the top.

And I'm only the _
| tell us your ”Pﬁffend ir1"“-| senior sister of . ! sisters on F4 all this,
S\ the Society’ was | /.;“_ Fysia sustem. pami - we could have saved
o Cheir leader! o 05 0 £ 2 B Z | trouble. For you
: - ¥} ' »  MosboPall. <

You khow, iP .

- 7 stad, You didn't " you'd bold my

. it'shard A I
knowing whe to |
b trost. 4

,/f : B Trusting no one is
: ; ’ sometimes as bador
worse than trusting /—
f; . | everyone. -
-1.:'5-
[ ‘t J
? -4

R '}e th
o R 0 Wou're the
: :"*'* one our sisbers on F4
= gave shelter? They've
| communicated with me
about You. They said
You weren't very
Porthcoming.

Still, no matter.
I agree with your
Priends; this can't be |
resolved until we involve L
Herso Edwick.

IPI'm to help
you, I'll need the
whole story. /

Randa is
correct. F

3

“That'll take
a while.

Randa's got the
idea that you know
Where he is.

G i = - R S
L WE TOLDP THE STORY ALL OVER AGAIN FOR HERSO.
THIS TIME I INSISTELP ON SITTING DPOWN.

— It turned out he'd been investing

! in it Por years. He put a lot of money into ™,

[ Military buildup. I had no idea. I thought making ‘P

him undersecretary of the military was a nice y’
qunet job that would keep him Prom making

trouble. We've never had a war. <&

— *E : i;
" But he covldn't just o o a
W make some pretext For '

war, becavse I'd have shut
that down. He had to do it in a
way that'd get rid of me 8
at the same time.

#
lt,.__",fP__..

( S0 Wou knew .
STREE N

hedidit. A

There's one person Who S

-
k]

,n

5E“FEﬁEFiEIE would have

As spon as it
broke. But I didn't have

; options. IP 1 managed to geb

"'"!""11
to F4 -- and the port here's
watching Por me -- they :

probably wouldn't have
listened. é

surely some of the ™,

That wouldn't Matter g
They wouldn't do anything ™,
Lhless they Pelt there was
sUPPicient weight to conPront him.
IF they all agreed, maybe. But
that won's happen because
L\ halP of them are in his
.. pocket.
But what do we do? X =]
We were hoping that you still ) :
A}

carried EHL’JUQH wei Ighf-. Now i6
7
raute bo take that'll work, £
A

believed you ..

sounds like we don't have any

¢an expose Shore beyond

dispute. We just have to
geb him to talk. !

It'll bake a libtle
setup ... and,

Sherin, we'll need
help Prom Wou.

That'll mean that
the Society will be
taking a visible political
position on this, Is
that a problem?

IT TOOK U THE REST OF THE DAY TO SET EVERYTHING UP AND SEND EPWICK A MESSAGE.
IT WaS FAIRLY LATE THAT NIGHT WHEN HE SHOWED UFP, LATE ENOUGH THAT I was WQHD‘E'EIHE: IF' HE' WOoULD.

Patrol the area.
Keep anyone else From coming in
while I'm in there.

Sa Wou're the
prabtem ehZ I don't
sUppose Wou know where
MY two assistants have
gotten to? ,
Ha? An, well. -~

7 Ml right, \

IP by Y "political
position” Yyou mean "
sppport the one who daﬂsn’b
dssassinate people and start
. wars," I can saPely say we are }
. prepared to go on the £
record wibh that.

m 7 Our core ideal is achieving

serenity. War is not
_conducive bo serenity.

— - - ~ how much go
ba ATR “Tabr 2 Wou wani::;
. i Y ‘E:_ i - N\
T i
. X E'an t you 1
LR want to have s
A\ \ - a look ab it
2 '.l‘I Pl’l"ﬁtz —
19 : \
2 i P
| ! L
& ]
2 ot/ . I'll signal wou —
® : when I need you. ﬂE
ba
. L “";i‘“:;;
L |
it
:'h:
[ ]
i -
F 4
A s,
-8 " *
e, :
My '\:'. ff | ‘_:..a
~ . Kr I
VN + That's all ™
Wou've got¥ A .
P o couple of minutes Ehfembﬂm—r has to
£ o, of Paked video? / know that F2 killed
= A o Rede. Everybody has to be

— T u o sure of it. Or the whole bhing

o . ~ A R, Palls apart. And I come Pind

1 R You two and break your
necks. o get it right.

(’ It's not Paked. ]

-“-|-

_._.____._.__f.._‘h

7 Titell N . G
L 1 : . . everg one it is. And 0 7 You've got nothing. G
n b " | \ they'll believe me, This was a waste of my
N not You. i time. I'm not payiﬁg Wou a
r

3 ' S o damned bhing. ~



I never mentioned
money. Youassomed it
was blackmail.

o
p—
st

o 3 :]..l. *i 2

‘ﬂ:r_t ; B

EY T just wanted You bo see it

S % before I send it to a bunch of
YAV)  people on both planets.

7~ Oh.You're that kind. -\
A Think you're entitled to piss ) % . - ~ |
in everybody's ﬁup,!,,f —— S ————
[ —_ q |
" Doesn't bother
You that you'd be
ruining a good leader /¢
and a good planet. ./

I'm not: N
> ruining bhis
\  planet!

And iP you mean
Hou -- real Modest,

there, by the way -- how § N g, o o g - e it o

¢an you call yourself a good ] B BN ey ST R it g iy e
\ leader when we just saw S . T T . el in. " Tl e e
-\ Wou arrange a murder to £ L R g e TR St ™ T R g e T g Sy T B
» - ‘Etnﬂl"ﬁ a warr?‘ A, Itlhf"k I_"]'I:'U e ad - ._-_ _'. . £ ® _-.. _- T - ! 4 oy .' - M . ¥ N : P

. don't have the | e L e gt e i e g
slightest ided R R £ sy 7 e SRR Non e Y ¥ ™
what agood /[ = EEETEE 0 e o - Y T TP L i
_leaderis. £ - s e A v A e A . L

You sound just like my idiot
brother. You know, Ehey only put him in
oPPice becavse he was Younger and better
looking? The people are idiots, just like him.
They wouldn't know good leadership iP it

Well, I didn't
Bl expect youto
q"*‘ Lnderstand.

@ bit: them in the Pace!

h'&.g ’ < me B And i doesn's N
B They don't know what 4 s ' A ' 4 matter anyway. youre

they Want! You can talk abovt & Nokigeing b2 2e Jedying
things like "peace" and "happiness" N ]
all you like and they'll buy it, but what
they want is prosperity! You know what
that means? It means they want money!
They want their businesses to do well!
They want tio be able to afPord luxuries! :
They want wealth, and they don't /ﬂ oL

\\rear!u cage what else happens (1258 . - — N % A
= iF they get it. - e T i Ve s R : T——
99 TS ad i d | ' : lot of trovble if §

! ' ﬂyjﬂ .I -. s ) A | .I You're dead.

.,

T
"1.

and some of the people here are ™,

A }’es there's going to be a war, ™ i - .- - : . o _— ,T ® I ?’
going to well about it Por a while, until - : _ > "

| !
| they See how good it is Por the economy. \
w They'll stop velling when they start raking
in the ¢cash. Especially since it's not going
to cost them any blood. We'll cut through |
b, any F4 resistance like nothing. The ~ /
\bricky part will be making the war /
last long enough.

~—

e,

.andwhat ™\ ~ That's what they

about the people of gﬂb Por buying into Hede R

Fysia 4 that wou'll be | C€rap. She was even worse than Do any of the people know

annihilating? Herso. She Wanted an alliance!/She that the main person who's

 planets could just sit there and rot Ling ric
\_bogether. But hey, at least there' d f the war is you:
. be peace, en? .
WL Pisgusting. B
_"‘-|-|__‘_-_‘_-_-—-_._'_'_._._,_.--"

L g+ A

i £ s = - :
1:-'"- 5 . : ¥ |
e *’ ,E‘ o : 7 Who the hell 2 I thought you and g -
-ﬂ.-?yr,l , are you supposed ' . e wour nutjobs had ~ Ohno, we're just
2z b s ey P tobed : == abandoned this place! waiting until we have Y [ B
SR You're going bo kill me YreR | aailiBER. .y —_— | . the money to clean and } B8
l ;rr__, =\ Promoverthere? L SR o~ : i el - N repairit. ;

N A TN ”___ 3 .oy J : Ao { - < o
What, with & | : : Al : [
_personality? |

"

i = ""

. *'-p"—i_ﬁr ?DU 3 = . . > : - I . —
don't think I'm ol . trying to cross the I : 5 ey Wr:a re not a rich 2%
going to bovuch | |- street. 7 organization, Wou know.
You, do YouZ I'm ol ;2 We can't just walk away
hot even here. T ) == — g Prom a good property. y .. A
This didn't 1 . b Especially not When it has a § : a
happen. . R i ) ' _ agaemes very expensive recording il

- and transmission
I brought: x
people Por [ _

I Pound some L
trash outside that
belongs to Wov. I left it ‘
. in an appropriate
don't k |
Whaugﬁ l:.;g;ﬁg ' receptacle.

-

" And speaking of which
.. it seems that
. equipment was left
LT, runrlirlg earlier today.
e e o areless.
... What do you two think this il
is going to get Wou? I'm the TR \ i —
damned secretary-general. ; ; v >~ I'm aPraid your 7
. Nobody is going to believe wou! ~ : | : ' conversation has been
, i) e - R bnoadﬂ?st af*r'lwertbhe”
i \ : " . planet. In an hour it will J
ﬁfﬂ%ﬂ? PR, also reach F4.

You Ghink You have me,
don't you?
Well, wou don't!

[

I'm not: letting a bunch of

b,
Women ruin me again/ %
4 o r
g N '

by 1
- ]
- [ Tl come back From this! Wait
, and see! And when I do --

“I'm not: letking a v > ,
bunch of women ruin - Mother didsay he S
Me againz" - hever got over the
i Navy thing.




night's lodging: 200 wu i N LERSO CAME ALONSE NOT JUsT
ansportation rental: 20 wu OUT OF HiS OWN NEED TO
¢ fee for t;IIi ) STICK THE LANPING, BUT To &o

el Fysia 2: 1.5 k-wu ON A BMALL GOODWILL TOUR.
ip power refill: 10 wu | | HIS FIRST PUBLIC APPEARANCE
o | WAS TO GIVE A PERSONAL
EULOGY FOR CORIN REDE.

EGRETHYK HAVING ALREADPY ARRANGED SAFE FASSAGE HOME, I HAD
SETTLED MY BILLS AND WAS LITERALLY MINUTES FROM LIFTING THE NEXT
DAY WHEN I &OT A CALL FROM HERSO EPWICK.

HE WANTED ME TC TAKE HIM AND HIS& BROTHER TC F4. HE S4all HE PIPN'T
COMPLETELY TRUST THE MILITARY TO &ET HIM THERE, NOT UNTIL HE HAaD A
CHANCE TO &ET RIP OF ALL THE ONES ON SHORE'S FERSONAL FAYROLL.

I COULPN'T TELL HIM NO. I FELT A CERTAIN OBLIGATION TO STICK THE
LANDPING. BESIPES, HE WAS FAYING -- WHICH |1& WHY NOTHING FRCM THERE
ON WENT ONTC MY EXFENSE REFORT FOR SYM.

WE GaVE SHORE TO THE Fd POLICE. I LEFT BEFCRE THE TRIAL, BUT TRIT IT Was WELL RECEIVELD.
THINKS HE'LL PROBABLY BE IN FRISON THERE FOR THE REST OF HIS LIFE.

STRP ALSO CAME ALONG.
AT HERSC'S RERUEST.

I HAD ALREADPY SUSPECTED. I MEAN, I BELIEVE &TQD
WOULD HAVE BEEN TRYING TO DO THE RIGHT THING >
ANYWAY, ON PRINCIPLE. BUT WHEN SHE TALKED ABOUT RS
LOCKING FOR HERSO, I HAD HEARD SOMETHING ELSE | 3y
THERE. SOMETHING PERSONAL. IT TURNEDP OUT THEY i
Hal? BEEN VERY CLOSE FOR YEARS. . ?
3 O R s " 20 WG . From: R Guerrero [roaming packet] UmFuZGEgR3Vien)lem8gNDgwMzo3NjQ100Q==

- 4 B L

iy b e
N S T T e ot

HERSO AND ST@EDP PLANNED TO SPEND SEVERAL DAYS ON Fi. - { ) i i
e OFFERED THE CPPORTUNITY. OB ME TO TAKS A Tn_:-. H Sym [Isolde 3] SGvnchleNShSAerT.QzMznlDDADDJMwMJU?
MINI-VACATION WITH THEM, ON THE HOUSE. T ACCEFPTED ONE

NIGHT, WHICH I SPENT WITH TRIT, AND THEN LIFTED. B

I HAD OTHER PLACES TO GO, AND INVOICES TO SEND.

. With job complete, attached is my invoice for 40000 wu fee, plus
. 38740 wu expenses, itemized in separate attachment. '

L

| am aware that by the terms of our agreement my fee should be
30 k-wu, since | was unable to retrieve your ship. However, | am
"~ submitting for the full fee, which | feel | have justification to do.

L
-

‘ \ i ; K | A .

ABDIBI .

e

B "You didn't give me
Y Pull disclosure about @

Y number of important details. Had N
Wou provided them, I'd have been
aware that this was not just a
Find-and-retrieve job, but actually an
intercession into a political situabion

.. One Which You already suspected 8
had gone badly, since your ;
daughter hadn't come back

or reported in. -"ﬁi.

o

o

"You also didn't tell me
she was your davghter, but
I'll excuse that.

. -
I e “

—

= . -, ' i : SHE PAIP THE FULL
Since I not only FEE WITHOUT A WORD
'.'Eaa dble to F_§|r'r.=.-"n'1g@ the . | _ OF OBJECTION.
s3aPe return of the part you 3 ! "
really cared about, but was % § > W mggﬂrﬁﬁ ‘;TSQ
# ¥ ¥

matter to the conclusion you ' - b S2oON THE PAYMENT
wanted, I Peel I can say I've e i REACHED ME.
delivered well beyond what I . -+ %4
thought T was being pai id Por, - - g
A5 gf"]e”mt'req el wrd | APPRECIATE VALUE
L-":"ilF"EﬂEatI“:'H . 4 RECEIVED.

I DO LIKE WORKING
FOR FECFLE WHC

"I await your
pawment. Give my best
Wishes to Grethyk.
"I'M 8 poor lonesome cowboy
And I'm @ long way Prom home ..."




