MY NAME & RANDA AND I'M A

AUITCLATIN

NP 4 LOT OF TIME TRAVELING ARCUNE
THE &ALAXY, AND WHAT I'VE LEARNED &
THAT WHEN '.I“'C-"U TRAVEER THE &ALAXY, YOU
Do A LOT OF WAITING.
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Indy BOT4, Wou're cleared
bo depart. Thanks Por
travelling with us.

S4Y YOU &0 THROUGH 4 RING. BUT THERE'S NO OTHER RING IN THAT SYSTEM, SO
YOU'RE WAITING FOR A FUNCH FERRY TC GET YOU AND TAKE YoOU SOMEWHERE
ELSE. OR SAY YOU'RE ON A FERRY BUT ITS NEXT PUNCH IS IN A PIRECTION YoU
DON'T WaNT TO &0. & YOU LEAVE AND WAIT FOR A PIFFERENT FERREY.

ONLY CERTAIN KINDS OF REALLY Bie SHIPS HAVE PUNCH DPRIVES. THE REST OF Us
ARE AT THE MERCY OF THE RINGS ANDP FERRIES. &C A WHOLE INPUSTRY OF
SERVICES TENDPS TO SFPFRING UP NEAR RINGS AND THE REGULAR FERRY PROF
FPOINTS. HOTELS. SHIF REFAIRS AND RECHARGE. ENTERTAINMENT. WAREHCOUSING.
SOME RINGS FRACTICALLY HAVE WHOLE TOWNS FLOATING AROCUND NEARBY.
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YOU CAN TELL HOW BUSY A PARTICULAR
SPACESTOFP |2 BY THE NUMBER CF PECFPLE IN
THE BAR. UNLESS YOU WANT TO WATCH
SOMETHING IN YOUR ROCM, THERE'S NOTHING
ELSE TC DO ON ONE BUT DRINK.

THIS ONE WaAS PEAD. THERE WERE ONLY THREE
OTHER CUSTOMERS. TWO WERE CHATTING WITH
EACH CTHER. THE THIRD WAS AT THE ENDP CF

THE BAR BY HIMSELF. THAT WaAS BAD FOR ME,

BUT MAYBE HE Was THE TYFE WHO LIKES BEING

ALONE SILENTLY WITH HIS THOUSHTS.

Ah, now, I always
thought that socunded

like an interesting job.

Guerrers ... hm.

You aren't the one who discovered
what happened to the Ardent Colony,
are you? I recall the name was
something like that ..

’-2‘ L.
Hey, Leah, do me a Pavor and go \
talk o your other customenrs Por |8
a Pew minutes? I'll put some
extra appreciation on the bill.

NC SUCH LUCK.

"Jurden. Kyl
Jurden. I do

EVEN WHEN THERE'S NOTHING ELSE, YOU'LL USUALLY FIND A KB SFPACESTOF. KB
LINES IS THE BIGGEST FASSENGER TRANSFORT COMFANY IN HUMAN SFACE AND
THEY DON'T LEAVE MONEY ON THE TABLE. THEY ALSCO OFERATE FLANETARY
SHUTTLES; THEY LOVE TO RUN FEOFPLE UF FROM THE FLANETS IN A SYSTEM TO THE
SPACESTOF, WHERE THEY'RE TRAFFED UNTIL THE NEXT FASSENGER LINER COMES.
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Indy BO4, wou're
clear Por unit 3, berth 2,
Enjoy Wour stauy.

¢ 0 0 0

I HATE THE SFPACESTOFPS. THEY'RE EXFENSIVE, AND THE BEDPS ARE NO BETTER
THAaN BOSIE'S, &0 I'M FAYING A LOT FOR A LANDPING BERTH AND A PECENT
SHOWER. I HAVE ALLL¥, S0 I'DP RATHER LOOK FOR A PLANETARY PORT ANDP &O
FIND A4 REAL HOTEL. .
BUT THIS TIME I'DC BEEN PROFFEDP SOMEFLACE SO BACKWATER THAT THERE WASN'T
A REAL FORT ANYWHERE IN THE SYSTEM. IT WAS THE SFACESTOF OR NOTHING. AND
I REALLY DPIP NEED A &GooP SHOWER. (IF THE SFACESTOPS HAD SWIMMING POOLS,
OR EVEN BATHTUBS, I'D HATE THEM A LOT LESS.)

Welcome to the
ass end of the
galaxy. Got a8
name?

trade
outreach.
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NOT ONE PERSON IN FIFTY I
MEET KNOWS WHAT THAT (2.

Uh ... yes, that was me.

\ That was a while back. Most people
. have Porgobten about it.

AND EVEN THE PECFLE WHCO REMEMBER
IT SURE DON'T REMEMBER MY NAME.

POh, I don't know. It
was a big story,
wasn't it?

23y, speaking of
stories, as long as we
have nothing better to
do, I have one You Might
like tio hear. It's in your
line, in @ way.

othing against her, I'm jus
kind of carefPul who hears this
particular story.

I didn't always wander around trying to
talk people into buking things. Until last
year I was an indy doing ﬂupplm PUNS. .ﬂ'ﬁ'lﬁg
to places some of the big oULRILS Weren't
interested in bothering with.

A couple of those jobs were "no
questions asked." I admit it. I
wasn't picky, and you can
psually charge maore P:ﬂr' those,

«.. And then he said, "wWe
giready repaired thab
twice " ...

Toward the end, I got &
job that was probably

about as "no questions
asked" as Wou ¢an get.

I 53id "I don’t care iP You
repdired it eleven bimes, I'M nat
aying until You actually Pix it.
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"They vettea :;’ ';_; h i ; ho interviewed me, made
I 2erely Dong .. ing after I did all that."
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ic passing through the system just looped around bhe ovtside of the debris Pield, to
one Ring to the other. No one ever Flew into the Mess. So it wWas the perfect place bo hide
ion -~ and even knowing its orbital data, I had a hard time Finding the thing.

L L1

"The stabion was in the Hogshead system. I hate to even call it a ‘system.’ No
planets, but the star had accumuiated a huge debris Field, aust, crap, rocks of all
sizes ... Funny thing is, it's on @ Major punch pabh! It has two Rings. But no one
actually does anything in-system; they just pass through. Once you try to navigate "It had @ Massive deflector to keep its orbit clear. It would have vehad bo, right: 7 But that's
in that mess, You see why. I was starting to understand why the pay was so good. expensive tech. S0 soMeone With serious Money Was behind thite g

- ‘ - — —————
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“The stabion people
were polite enough.

They were Willing to help
fead ovt carge, which
was nice, becavse I
was crewing solo. But I
covldn’t shake the idea |
that the Main reason
they were helping carry
was so they had an
excuse ko

every step oF the Way

| "They didn't let me see anything Much -- but there were a
= — S | covple of rooms Ehat made me bhink it had to be Some kind
- “OP course, with an unregist ation. oF scientific Pacility. One roomM had a8 whole bunch oFf big
 they'd have to stupid not ﬁg} expect me to tanks Pull of soMe strange-looking liquid. I don't kno W wﬁas ,/ '
S ﬂﬁp;gm And curiovs.” B it was; I'd never seen anything that looked like that."
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"Well, I did the run,
and it went Ok, and
they scheduled me
Por regular service
-- PUNS every bhree
Months. I was doing
MY PiPth When it got
weird, so that would
have been a year
aPter I started.

"It was Pine until I
redched Ehe station.
No one answered my
sighals. Al I got was
an automatic beacon
that repeated the
same thing over and
over.”
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STATION 15
"They weren't kidding, eibher. Only reason I didn't catch a plasma beam was I was already

puliing away. My old havler didn't have an armored hull. That would have probably breached one
side and gone right out the other.

T lePt the system and didn't try 6o go back again. I got ovt of the cargo business a Pew mMonths
later anyway, Por obher reasons, so bhere wouldn't have been a point.

Could just be their
research got be a point
where they didn't want

anybody coming in ...

' THE NEXT DAY A PUNCH FERRY CAME
u"'u't':Jf.‘IF"I [ RLCLLEVCR AL A LR THROUGH. [T WASN'T THE ONE I'D

run? It wouldn't have been suspicious; I'd have PLANNED ON CATCHING, BUT IT WAS ONE
assumed thew decided Lo vae somenne else., THAT WOoOULD TAKE ME ToO A RING THAT

= Was ON THE SsAME PFUNCH ROUTE AS THE

HOGSHEAD SYSTEM.

Indy BO4, cleared Lo depart. |

.

Azimuth .u'f-.f:.*:ﬂ ;-
lali} .d .5 ear Pon
times I went out,
they had a ship
docked. Same one.
Didn't look like a
cargo vessel. I was
Lhinking it was Por
emergency evac.

Er-.j'.:-“ 11 w -5!: an

LN
on that last
run, the ship
wasn't
there.
Look, at this point I don't
have a stake, 1'd just like to
khow what happerned. I'll
aive you the orbital data. You But iP Hou do go and I DIDN'T SEE ANY REASON TO NOT
[ ' 5-:3.'.HE'I'.‘|HEHQ.- send me HAVE aANY OTHER WORK ON TAF, ANDP T
word, all rightZ WASN'T &0 HARD UF FOR MONEY THAT I
. COULDN'T ePARE THE TIME.
L BESIPES, CATCHING THIS FERRY INSTEAD

OF THE ONE I'D INTENPED ALLOWEDP ME
TC GET OUT OF THE DAMNED SFACESTOF
A DAY EARLIER.



THE STATION HAD ATMOSPHERE, BUT I

T8 NOT ACTUALLY HARD T GET PAST WORE MY SUIT ANYWAY. ILLICIT RESEARCH
AUTOMATIC DEFENSES. FIRST YOU FIND SOMETIMES MEANS BIOWEAFONS, AND 1
WHERE THE GUNS ARE. THEN YOU FIND gﬁ;;fgfﬁ&%’””ﬂLE e L=y, e — Uh-huh. Almost out of power. They have a
THE SPOTS THEY CAN'T REACH. ; anﬂtﬁn ag:n ;ﬂﬂ; B solar array, but Hogshead's too tiny and dim
THE STATION ONLY HAD ONE GUN, AND IT ~ radar. ko get Much Prom that ... and the Pusion coil
COULDN'T SHOOT ANYTHING ON THE urgently needs new material ...
VENTRAL SIDE. INADERUATE, BUT \SOLARIS -
STATIONS AREN'T REALLY BUILT WITH / gﬂ ‘Q
DEFENSE IN MIND.
And no ohe's kept this
place maintained in a ; ) .
B ™ while. Air circulation's s : > That boosts Jurden's
& dead, and most of the . ot theory. Even if they'd just
: lights are eibher dead or 7 . gone into lockdown, they'd
| : ~ Pading out. o absolutely have resupplied
\ S B that. This is looking more

_and more like an evac --

Q)

\. [ Whea. That was
| hot @ good sound.

I may need to
make this a real

IT WAS A MUCH HARDER CHALLENGE
TRYING TC FIND A PLACE T CcoULD “_ 56 Visi
ATTACH BOSIE TO THE UNDERSIDE OF Past visit.
THE STATION, ESFECIALLY SINCE BOSIE
DOESN'T HAVE A BELLY HATCH.

Aaaahhhhh!

Hoh. This most be the room
with the tanks Jurden
mentioned ... but ...

Broken glass.
Lots of it.

Everything down here looks ...
corroded. Came Prom above --
what was in those tanks?

And what's that
over there?

his whole place is coming
apart. I don't know why that
tank hadn't gone through the
Ploor aiready. Waiting Por me, I
guess,

It's a miracle the holl hasn't
breached. I dePinitely
shouldn't stay long.

I wonder how
many did.

Only three people o
bhis list would have
- — g ee - h
Whatever: r*ee':ejar-:h they — ghfpﬂa?ﬂt?erﬁll %?*Erithgr-g?
were doing, it's all been You can't Py a ship out
wiped. Someone was real . oP a debris belt on
carePul bePore they lePt. . . automatic, and no one

Not even any log Files. bl ' else had pilot training.

LAY
JumE s w e
S LIERERT )

4o let's assume at
least one of those
pilots survived long

... Perspnnel JT._:___—S 3| enhough to do the evac.

|05

roster ... thab
could be vseful,

IF I Pollow vp,
that's where to
start.

_____-___—-_-_-—___————___:______,_:'“—Hh_._..

("Bub now I better )

¢ grab this data and>
: get out. \

CLLRRREE



THERE WAaAS NO &Oo0D REASON TO KEEF CHASING THIS.

THE STATION WaAS WORTH NOTHING TC 4 SALVAGER; IT Was COMING
AFPART, AND EVEN [F I &OT T IT IN TIME, ITD COST MORE TC &GET
A TEAM IN THERE SAFELY THAN THE VALUE OF THE SCRAF.

I ALSO PIPN'T THINK THERE Was ANYTHING TO FIND OUT THAT Was
VALUABLE TO ANYONE; WHATEVER RESEARCH HADP BEEN &OINE ON,
THAT INFORMATION WasS IN THE HaNPs OF THE EVACUEES, WHCO
FRESUMABLY HAD REVEALED CR SOLD IT BY NOW.

ALL T AN 24Y IS, SOMETIMES MY CURICSITY HAS MORE
INFLUENCE OVER ME THAN IT FROBABLY SHOULD HAVE.

IT'S NOT VERY HARD TCO TRACK FPECOFPLE -- LESS DIFFICULT THAN
MOST FECOFLE ARE COMFORTABLE APMITTING. WE ALL LEAVE A
MASSIVE PATA TRAIL, ANP WHEN SHIFPs &0 SOMEFLACE IT'S HARD
FOR THEM NOT TCO LEAVE ANY KIND OF RECORDP THEY WENT THERE.

I ONLY NEEDPED ABCOUT A WEEK, ANDP A LOT OF THAT TIME was
SFPENT WAITING FOR TRANSIT AND BUREAUCRACY.

THE FIRST FILOT WAS NAMED BO SFENCER AND HE was CURRENTLY
LIVING ON FILCHARD 4. THERE ARE SOME FAIRLY ADPVANCED CITIES
IN THE PILCHARD SYSTEM, BUT NOT ON THAT PLANET; HE WaS IN A
P'I'}A?UE' THAT Was JUST BARELY FPAST FIRST-SETILEMENT FRONTIER
STATUS.

THE SECOND FPILOT, ROEN ALPER, HAD GONE TO ASTRA. IN CASE
YOU'VE BEEN IN SUSFENDPED ANIMATION, THAT'S ONE OF THE
Bic&EST CITIES IN THE &ALAXY, SC WELL-KNOWN THAT WHEN You
SAY YOU'RE GOING TO ASTRA, FECFPLE ASSUME YOU MEAN THE
CITY, NOT THE PLANET OF THE SaAME NaME IT'S ON.

I PON'T CARE FOR ASTREA MUCH, AND SINCE I REFUSE TO TAKE
JOBS FROM THE TAURAN GOVERNMENT (I PON'T LIKE SOME OF
THEIR POSITIONS), I'P MANAGED TO MOSTLY AVvOID IT. THE THIRD
FPILOT, MaY LITI, was LasT SIGHTEDP waY CUT IN THE EXTREMITIES,
AT THE FAR SFINWARD ELPGE OF HUMANSFACE, AND EVEN THAT wWas
JUST A RUMOR THAT COULD TAKE A LONE TIME TO CHASE.

GIVEN THE CHOICES, I WENT TC PILCHARD 4 FIRST.

R - OK, Pirst,, T have no

idea what you're
talking about.

Second, iF I did know

what you were talking

about, I wouldn't tell

Wou, becavse wou're a
liar.

IP that station had
ever existed, and iP I

knew about it, I'd know ’ ,
there was no way I'm not: @ pilot anymore. I

anybody'd ever be carry heavy things around all §
making a disaster day. The work's hell, the pay's |
claim on it. ] shit, this planet stinks, and

My name's Randa | : ) mavbe gc}q rfﬁ];z *.;Eﬂder Wh

Guerrere. I'm
investigating a disaster . :
clain ) Stabion in the = CoNS I here Por™y, i
Hogshead sustem that : A Slan: That's all you
was evacvated. ok | - B get. Idon't
N 7 . : S\ everwantto S
& 522 You again. 40

SPENCER WAS wi W =5 g i - e
CURIOSITY, BUT HAD

=

= BiSlE
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Look, I'll be honest
with you. I'm not
representing
anybody. I
encountered the
station, I saw there'd
been an evace, I just
want to Pind out wha

' happened.

oL went aboard?

Was it ... I mean, did Qan
2 wou at least tell me
Wou see ...+ whi it: isn't saPe? Has
s : someone threatened you?

Oh, damn.,
N-no ... ib's just ...

There are people who don't
want anyone to know that
station existed, Ok?

And you really shovldn't be
asking questions about it.

Look, I'm not: Especially in Astra.

supposed to talk
about it. Any of it.

It's not safe.




THE FUNCH FERRY THAT WOULD TAKE ME IN THE ;
DPIRECTION ©F MAaY LITI. T COULD JUMF THROUSH ’
THREE RINGS ANDP WAIT FOR IT IN A SFACESTOF,
OR I COULD KILL TWO NIGHTS IN ASTRA BEFORE

‘E‘IH&-‘HE?PF}'NE. NO CONTEST.

‘I HAD TWO DAYS' WaAIT BEFORE I COULD GET ON

Hey, are wou onliy
interested in Ntn?

SHE FRONOUNCED IT CORRECTLY.
L ————— [ | [

E
Well, I ...
I'm open to
spggestions.
';:"‘Ihr gﬂ"ﬂd.
I have one. ’
NO MATTER WHAT ANYONE MAY TELL YOU, NTN ARE &00
PEOPLE, AND THEY ENJOY WHAT THEY DO. I LIKE THEM. I My name's Glor
HADN'T DECIDED WHETHER I WANTED TO PAY FOR NIGHT Glor Robay.
SERVICE, BUT I DID KNOW &OING TCO BED WITH AN NTN WasS &lor kobay.
A LOT MORE RELIABLE BET THAN WITH A RANDOM HUMAN. .. ’
e P | ) | T
= 1w — | Ji
Ny 314} -
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UNEGIIN N  workER, OR SHE'D HAVE
. SETTLED PRICE BEFORE
WE LEFT THE CLUB.
Is this ... ah ...
vsval Por Yyou?
L]
Not really. Bot I'm
bored to tears and
Wou were the most
interesting thing in
there. ot
I don't bite. You
don't look like you
do either.

Thanks. [ didn't pay
Por it. MY job makes me
travel so much the
least they can do is
put me in good hotels.

r

\
I mﬂ?kﬂr TRUST HER A BIT, BUT I PIDN'T SEE
Hif M; out of ANY REASON THAT SHOULD &ET IN THE wAay.
15 dress,
please?




7 You were
Al supposed to be §
A asleep! 4

¥ Look, don't get
B any ideas, I'll --
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You're no pro. And
Your gun has the
saPety on.

What's your
problem?
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/" What aboub \ I.
\ Rim 2

T don’t know anything about that."

You wri:;e the |35t person 6o see hiM
ﬂfﬂ"'&"r E 5Efd ﬂME 5#Fﬂﬂ§§.f" ﬁ-'ﬂﬂ"l-ﬁ -ﬂﬂ 'I_Il"‘" r ar ? 'ﬁ'h '5 FETR
talk to hiM, and then right aPter wou left, DU (A LI RRRNIRA | 1 nn:?wis ; Fi?:ﬁﬂ 5"5_ HEEI'_ET-" E;hi.rr.?
they Pound him. His throat had been cut." (G 1 ¢ VRS R SR O I =

You traced me all the way to

".... None of your
business!

"

Anyway, I didn't kill him, and I°
don't know whe did. He was alive
when I leBt him.

fou ¢an have Your gun
back when I go. Thanks Por

SEE et o ¥R vy A " TR the sex, it was Pun.
b S - - ] L e ; . S : : ' Ve
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I SHOULD HAVE KEFT THE TONBO A LITTLE
LONGER. YOU CAN GET ANYWHERE IN ASTRA ON
FCOCT, BUT BETWEEN ALL THE LIFT TUBES AND
DPROF TUBES AND RAMFS AND SLIDEWALKS, IT
TAKES FOREVER. AND I DIPN'T HAVE FOREVER.

SOMETHING HAD OCCURRED TC ME, AND I WaS
HOFPING I WOULD BE ABLE T GET THERE
BEFORE IT HAFFENEDP. HOFING, BUT NOT HOFPEFRUL.

T i T7
i




Roen. Hold on. stay
with me. I'll get Wou
to a hospital.

What's no gaad? Roen, no!
You'll be OK!
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COWLEY 6. COWLEY [2 IN TAURAN SFACE, BUT JUST BARELY.

THE FPLANET HAS A NUMBER OF FUNCTIONAL NAMES, BUT THE TAURAN
SEOVERNMENT REFUSES TO RECOGNIZE ANY OF THEM. ALL ©OF THEM ARE RUPE.

' _;tt'_-‘:,.x"u"k
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COWLEY 6 SEEMS TO
BE HOME TO EVERY
SMUGGLER, HACKER, |
AND PIRATE IN THE c
TALRAN SYSTEMS.

I'M ASSUMING
GLUERRERC IS HERE TO
TRY TO GET
INFORMATION ON

MAY. SHE'S BEEN

HERE TWQO DAYS.

I DON'T THINK SHE'S
LIKELY TO LEARN
ANYTHING, BUT I'M
WORRIED ABOUT WHAT
HAPPENS [F SHE
DPOES. I'M FRETTY
SURE SHE KILLED BO
AND ROEN, AND SHE
ABSOLUTELY CAN'T BE
ALLOWED TO FIND THE
HAVEN.

I'M 6OING TO

{5

Then don't talk! You've got to hang on ...

boo 1ate ...

have to tell you ...

g P

SJoMe down ... lose ...
hardg Lo Lalk ...

T HIT THE RING
SEVENTY-THREE
MINUTES LATER,
WHICH WAS
EXACTLY AS ~
\ LONG AS [T TOOK
TO CLEAR MY
HOTEL, GET
BOSIE OUT OF
Docik AND FLY
ouT TO THE
EDGE OF THE
SYSTEM.

I PIPN'T FEEL
LIKE STAYING IN
ASTREA ANY
LONGEKE.

I'm Gold you do
traceless
messages?

Nothing's
traceless.

Sure. Twenty wo. IE'
take three times as
long to get there.

Yes, I know. Do
Wou have a station

4 \‘,.,_ I can use?

Over on your
lePt.

How much extra
do I pay to make
Wou traceless?

oU KNOW No one
gives a shit, right?
No one ever bothers

SHiPFing comms

packets. Enter your destination and hit

send when you're done. The routing
dlgoribhm picks it up and I never
even see where Wou sent it.

I don't keep
logs.

— T
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Hours of asking and nobody's seen '
verrero ... and this place Peels reallf~, -
small Por a city this big ... everybody /1
kHOWS everybody else's business ... o She wouldn't have been

Sitting in her ship bhe RIS <
i Ay Whole time, would she? A HE _,_‘J N
. -y .
'. 4
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I 2an't beligve
What KB charged
For that shubble
brip.

Told wou we
Sshovld have
kired an indy.

CONFRONT HER. I % T

MAY HAVE TO KILL
HER. I DON'T WANT
7O, BUT I CAN'T
THINK OF ANY OTHER
WAY TO GLUARANTEE
SHE STOPS LOOKING.

THIS MESSAGE WILL
TAKE FOREVER TO GET
TO YOU BECALSE OF ‘

THE ROUTING ... BY
THE TIME YOU READ

IT, I'LL ALREADPY HAVE
A RESOLUTION FOR
THIS, ONE WAY OR
ANOTHER. IF I DON'T
REPORT AGAIN, IT .
ENPED BADLY, AND |
YOU AND THE HAVEN
ARE ON YOLUR OWN. ‘

Ail That's not
Wours, 5o havl oPP,
now!

[ was just wondering iP
Banda was in there. she
didn't: show Up When she wa
sppposed to bhis morning,

She havled Por Shela Charters
s00n's she touched down. You clear
out and go look Por her there.




'Don't worry, Berto,
there won't be any
customers” ... right

S,
PDon't know. Customer's an old Priend of éhefa'ﬁ.‘)

could be anything ... Marduk's six rings ofF but ...
sorry, I mean, I don't have any idea.

?.-G'FJ"%. What.
canldoPo

P You#

Mardvk?? )

W
St

( That's right ... )

"

This is Shela
Charters?®

ight. But if wou're looking Por a run,
can't help you. We only have one ship
and it's out.. Unscheduled trip.

Ch. Well, that's a
R e shame. Is it going to
e N g SR be out very long?

EVY SHELA, AN OLD FRIEND.

' IF JOL HAVE ANY
CHARACTERISTIC IN COMMON
AS A SPECIES, IT'S THAT THEY
FEAR ABSOLUTELY NOTHING ...
EXCEPT BOREDOM. A JO WILL
awiteh o . ) Do ANYTHING IF THEY THINK
orbitals? - o [T'LL BE AN INTERESTING RIPE.

Approaching

Marduk Z. ; "Look, I don't mind, wou
~ know how I am ...

But I do have tio charge wou Por
this run, and even if Wou do Pind e
somebhing down there, it doesn’t
sound like there's any money in it.

Yeah, I °
Are you sure You didn't make @ R know.
misbake? I'm telling you, Marduk 3 is ' wl
the only habitable planet: in the
system. There's nothing down there et's assume she didn' .-
but a lot: oF volcanoes. Tl get ib wrong. You said =4
- the atmosphere's pretty
poisonous,

]
b's got air, but also a lot of nasth
sulphur compounds. Nob corrosive, S0 T , g \
I'm not worried about landing, but Yo ] ] :
don't want to breathe them. ' ]

PZ0o anybody who's living down
there would need an enclosed
Pacility with air Pilkration and so
on. And i they didn't want to be
She was very - -y _ Pound ...
distinct. "Two" and -
"three" don't sound Hama!
anything alike.
" She was auing’ Turp on the SUFFE!-EE scans.
Maybe she gob it I'm going to bring vs in
wrong. close,

e

y “Be ready to go out 9
here was one thing. I didn' ——  (ereatoga ,I :

/remember it until Wou Said that. : " B e breathe much of that. 4
They tried to build a geothermal I fhey couldn's get the plant to ' o _ .
plant here. They were going to comel¥ run on @ Pully aubomatic basis, T N

hfp the power to Marduk 3, and I guegg tth covldn't paﬂ & : - i
Didn't \  people enough to live in a hot
work? dark hole with stale air tending

the thing. surprise. /I thought: you

[ were going to
| convert these =
"-_\I':uﬂ airlocks. /

‘_.-"' ""-.,_.\
Y Haven't had \¢
enough r*eaaoﬂ]
toyet.

on't go too Par
You can always
come back and we
¢an try @ new
l[ocation.

The plant's vp ahead. Most o _ L e o e - I'll keep the comms
it's underground, but I can see e Vil hot. IF wou Pind
signs of it on the scans. What I M (W somebhing wou can't |

don't see is how You get in. : . . handle, shovt. /

: ra -

="
ou Want to investigate it, _ I,,-f’ﬁaﬂ‘qddﬁeéﬂﬁ? This\
Wou're going to have to look [ ship's just about |

Por an entrance on Poot. impossible to Ply
. \ dlone.

THE FIRST THING YOU LEARN WHEN YOU DO AP.E. SUIT PRILL IS THAT A
TWO-HOUR AIR SUFPFPLY DOESN'T MEAN YOU CAN &0 TWO HOURS FROM
BASE. IT MEANS ONE HOUR OUT AND ONE HOUR BACK.

I'DC BEEN ©OUT FOR FIFTY-2iIX MINUTES WHEN I FOUNP IT.

uhd a door. Workt
dirlock, looks like. I'm
going in. IP there's
not enough good air in
there to resupply, I'm
coming right back out.

_ Rather keep you
. ' in reserve. Sorry
- it's boring.

gl
serials to watch.

i
o

o

—

Heh. }'
Give me anhour. IPI
don't check in by then,
assume I stubbed My

Z\ boe. )\(




Power station or
demonic dungeon?
Hard to say.

et's let bhis
barrel fross
First,

I don't know why, but I
don't like Ghis bridge.

Ledge isn't even all that
HArrow ... just making me
bake a longer walk ...

One of those power
tanks over there is
about to overload.

HER NAME WAS PIRA JOHANNES. IT'MT'TAEH%H 7%\(4.'_ KING TO &GET HER To TELL
THE STORY. I &OT THE fmpggsszaﬂ_‘s‘y?esﬂ BNTING TE TELL IT FOR A WHILE.

.. and You really went
in? I'm amazed it didn't
Pall apart around Wou.
Actoally, I'm amazed it's
still there.

It tried to. And it won't be
there much longer. It's

PUnhing out of power. When

the dePlector Pails, the debris
e, Field will tear it apart.

o
e

o

=5

Good. Can't happen too
SO0N ... WOU sUre You g
don't: want a chair? CrEae . g

I'm Pine. It's hard to
L sit: down in this svib.

There were twenty of us.
Twelve scientists and eight
sppport crew, including me. I

Was the atation's doctor. he two scientists in charge were

Burn Taler and stel Qorish. 8tel was
a geneticist, and Taler ... Wou know,
I'm not sure. I never asked.

Do I need to prescribe
soMebhing Por stress? ,

gixtu milliliters of ethanol It's not Punny, Pira. I
don't: know what he's up

Lo, but he's making it

impossible to operate.

Might: work. I have some
in MY locker.

Y

Y ——

| P5 We're going to be ready w

) | W tal subjects Wibhin @ W
: Fexperimental subjects within a
4 -2 month. You're in charge of the
- clinical side. Can you do that in
good conscience when You don't
have the slightest idea what /
b You're giving them?

§

. ﬁflgﬁ o

But if you're oPPering

stress relief, I know

another preseription
that might help.

T am not fir‘&ifﬂﬂ 5

to usurp your e
o On the contrary, I think Qe

authority, stell

that wour part of the
project is much [ess

s0sceptible to bias if yov ES

Y operate in 8 black box.
As it were.

71 am going to have to do
something about this. Not onli
are conditions intolerable ...

B just don't trust him anymore,

iy =

3

Which is why I can't

get caught. Do you
have any ideas? 4

al

I'd rather not
shoot anybody.

I just want to
khow what the
hell is going on.

can't work like this, Taler!
You can't expect My team to
give You what Wou need when

b 1ou keep us all in the dark!

” And I'd like to remind
Wou, we're supposed to
be ronning this together!

. fou're not king here ...

. B

I am atbempting to preserve ""‘x\
experimental inbegrity. I'd have
thought you'd have realized that. /

——

v I want to get inbo

his team's locked !11

Piles.

... He won't take
that well.

You need to talk @lor around.
She's the best with the systems. IP
You convince her, she'll keep it
secret. But wou'll have to convince
her. You can't Porce her into it.

e B e




‘”ﬁaéé‘ﬂﬁ e Here, you try to read it e s e e
s ERS, HoU LT} Ik lying bo me Prom I recruited My beam bo do
}'au;éargc-n IP-S completely the start! _°  peneficial MUEEQEH research. We
diFferent From mine. thought We wWere Working on selective
Mutations to cure things.

Nhat: he's talking about here ...
he's using our targeted hose tanks Pull of what he
mutations bo make ... and his team have been
brewing? That's a chemical
weapon. And a biological
weapon.
Either. Both.

wepcertafnlg can't let it
get as Far as an experimental itic to 4
study. It looks like he was Specific ko darue:

And the government I , €5 and those angﬂnr?::gg E"ééﬁéﬁﬁt
planning on rying to make it sponsored this? 4 (ockers havebeen oo e bhinks what
specific to Serae ... in round - ' lying about it the " he's doing i

two. What's in those tanks Whole way. justiPiable. That was
right: now, though ... 1!
< clear Prom his logs.
And his people only

listen to him.
You're thinking
motiny, then.

It's not muting.
What do we do

He's not the only
one in charge.
It's a
now? management
dispute.

... I'm not: sure,
I need to go talk

We're going to nee
to Pira.

ko be very carefPul
about who to trust ¥ aron, where do you
think the pilots stand?
It would be good to
have complete control
of the ship.

May and Roen will be on
our side, no question.
gpencer ... well, he's

hard to read, but I don't

think he's that crazy. .
I'll sbart talking
Lo people
discreetly.
"Co that. Pira, I think You'd better start preparing in case we need to leave in a hurry."
"All right. What abovt wou "

"T'M going to see what I ¢

an do about a little harm redvction.”

Although ... huh. That
won't help, but it'd be
pseful to set vp, just in
case ...

Damn it, there isn't really
anything I can do. At least
hot without cavsing a big

Mess ...

What I need is a way to drain these '
tanks into space where they can't
hurt anything, but the inPrastructure
isn't there ... I'd have to run hoses,
and this stLPP would probably eat
right: through them.

She was ab
Lhis one?

-
Pivell, nothing's been touched. ¢
It'd be hard to sabotage  §
anyway. she could blow them
up, I suppose, but she's not 8
that stupid. 7

hd You say she was at
bhe consoples in the chem
l[ab ofPice?

With Glor Robay. T ,
bhink they wene

ooking at your logs,/

Y I think we Might as k-
= o well change the access |
S £o Ghis room. Members |
. P My teamonly. S

-.._““_--

¢ I'll take a Pew obher
steps as well,



""J,_, 2 DAYS L.-.ﬁ!"":E- :

conPront them and Pigure out o | prn— » MiA o
lock bhem up ... 7 | —a Rl libtle Pink! No
' . ' ; T wonder Taler's
caught wind.

. don't work Por
L Wenb to the\gs wou! Burn hired
y drMs locker likeg . me, hot You!
Wou asked. It | / B
Was already
eleaned out. I
think Taler has
Figured out
'55-'.'I.Etnﬁfﬂg"5
_ going on.

—T ™,
=y g

e

OK, that leaves vs f
with plan B ..

o

Ly |
s |

.. hang en a | = | .
second. : And Wou just do what,
. = i you're paid to do, huh?

“ : - = Jou know, I wondered why Taler ordered 50
Fell down an open ¥ | many of these post-mortem crates. I didn't

hatch. Such @ shame. ' o redlize he was planning on mordering test

She really shovld have apbjects wholesale ...

paid more attention to .

what she was doing.”

Oh, shut vp. I'll bring You
Food and water
IP I remember.

e._t-,lerr come on. | L
.’ve;l?: EF_IU'EEI & N | What? I opened
ill her. . — ) one of the vents.
she'll be Pine.

Glor, wWe 've go t less bime
o - - o than I thought. I need Yo to
= Sigh -- i L do the thing.

Fine.

¥ f! /

' ,fi?ff/ /]

I suppose it was as hame we can' ,

MOch Stel's Pavlc as U CANAE MRS

Taler's, the Way things Lee and Roen worked
worked out ... | S i really hard on it.

But, you know, I ge over all
the waws it covld have gone,
in MY head, and none of them
are much better, and some of
them are a lot worse,

It was another day or
k: two after that ...

F 1 erased my team's as well, Taler.
This "project” is over. I don't think
Wou uhderstand. This isn't "not
happy." This is unconscionable.

ven iP that were tirue, You
had ne right to decide that
uhilaterally!

{

,..x-';r:ruu gone too Par. Wiping out atl
" ourre sed reh? All our notes? I

, readlize Y :'L re not happy about the .. ; :
: direction of this Eewe ,5“ 5 - ; And you haven't stopped this
. project. You've merely caused us

- __ an enormous delay.
ot least of which will be®
the bime it takes bo Pind a ! ""E
new geneticist. 4 A

4 A
;‘1 \._[‘"P. 'L-lr_E
@rab her! X
'LI-'L = —

A




PN
“Can't take risks. =18
Someone who'd destroy
( two wears of work [
\  could be capable of
: anything. :

L "-.\‘
Honestly, right now s,
I'd love nothing more
Lhan Lo give Wou some
of it undiluted and
watch it dissolve Wou
y  From tihe inside.

|5

el
r:—-u il i"""

1
i

i'/
g -

..-"'"- -“H""\. e YA
/gince we can't resume - Y e
fresearch until we get a new\ o i
[ genetics team, we might as T .
¢ | well proceed with some of H
\ the Pirst-round testing, / —
don't wou think?

-

=

) -_.:.:":..

el

But we're trying to @
test a mutagen, not a
molecular acid. We
already know what
that does to
. SO0Meohne.
"M Ot 501y ooml
L about this.

P Taler ... you're’
even more of 8
monster than I
L e i;':’
_: T
i‘-"h R

thought.

Nait: ... how did she blow vp the
tanks? Didn't wou say they'd locked
her out of there?

t's been a long time since chemistry
... a big reaction, Por sure ... I'd need
rying o Pigure out if you
can make the station
selP-destruct?
The night before that, I went

looking Por her. I wanted tio
Make sure she got some
sleep. I Pound her vp in the
a  Main control room.

to see the actual Pormulae ...

L

This particular reaction emits a lot of gas ™,
very quickly. Carbon dioxide mostly. Harmless
in open space. In a closed vessel ...
Not: exactiy. You o=
know the hazard )
cleanup? The
alkalis®

h. Vaguely. something i
the tank room in case of

leaks?

he tanks woul,
s explode Prom the
’ pressure.
es. IP any of that stuPP gets out of
the tanks, the idea is bo spray it with
alkaline solution bo nevtralize it before
%\ anyone can breathe the Pumes, and
& before it can eat through a deck.

ast. And you ¢an do the valve
rerouting Prom just about
4 anywhere if you know what
Wou're looking For.
' ou could even put it on
. « an aubomated sequence
il-li I",r R
Did You know the hazard system vse
the same pipes as the tank PillZ You
could spray acid onto the Ploor through
the sprinklers, if Wou wanted. Or pump
alkali right: into the tanks.

Here, take Ghis.

vhne Por Wou and one Por me
I'm going to vse it right
bePore we leave.
You know what would |
happen if you did that?
i

LUt Why give me
one?

... Just in case.

"It wasn't vntil much later I realized that by then she was
already sure she wasn't going to make it o

the station.”



2 Pedlized not enough of the sEUPP would be nevtralized, or did it on purpose. We were hours from feawﬂg Ghe M.-gh:: have wanted bo let the station come apart and Eake Taler's Eéam Witk i&."

t o
- ¥ ; "'.’"

| | : It's drippin 7 aplashed o

h | everywhere g" \ nhth?a ce ...ib
f \h _ L burns .,

= | |

/7 Ithink maybe two

— [ more tl“i]:"'- —‘:lﬂd that' ” '

= ',t'r: everything we should)

% bother to load ...

' Ej.aer'gﬁn:u ‘“’_"""_
ights? What '"'. \
happemed to the /%
, powenr? _',"',

13 it __ Ch, hell.

coming through the

deck? e ' \
v

‘ % rﬁﬁf ok alor, go get anything < -
Ak -- \ (] | ’ i o - . \
L) else You absolubely need | "'f soen ; g0 get bhe H‘x;
and get everyone we care jf  hgpirators and hana et
about to the ship. then o0t Pt e on |. |
gg  yourselP Pirst. Glor, make S HuPrY. We just
g \\ sure You get one. A SO ran out of time.

oo

= : II I- "
-.r’?' - At |
; y it
{ [
LE

ﬂ"E“:Ht-CL‘JME on |
P the ship, k“-.
can't juat -
leave her in
o that box ...

Wwait/
Luce, don't
ron away/’

Luce, it's not saPe!

Pamn it.

hdlie v - "r| : 5_"..-1 rll'
This is going to hurt even Pira, stop

more than the acid ...

can't walkin
here! There's still
EOO MUCH ...

Should keep it Prom eating my
Pace, though.
Now Por some masks ...
o -w Geb evergbadg
B Lhem out ... Past ...

Already doing that.
Right now I need to
g""u Hou oub.

Pira ... they'll
try to bury it. -
fou all need ... don't
let: them Pind you ...

Get out now




We very nearly didn't get the ship
away. The dock was collapsing. Lee didn't
Make it out; @ beam Pell on her. That's

why I was surprised the station was
intact enough Por wou to enter ...

Don't tell her where

make it? A

Eleven. MyselP, Glor, Pive
support, Pour of stel's beam
... but Pive of Ghem are --

anyboady is! She killed [ ﬁf}f’ -

Bo and Roen!!

Did you Pollow
me all the way

Prom tihe
spacestop?

... Unkil you lost
me with the ship
change. But by
then I'd seen
Robay, so 1

. Pollowed her.

/ " e sayshis name's NG
/Kyl Jurden. But that could W
be a lie. He claimed he \
once did resupply runs to
the station, and I knew
that was a lie Prom the

beginning.

How many dlig

The hell you did.

I didn't kill either of them.

Come on. IP you didn't, who did*
You skart asking around and
suddenly two of our people are
dead -- Wou expect me to think
that's a coincidence®

Pamn it! IF you'd just come
back to me with what you Pound
out aPter visiting the station,

that wouldn't have had tio

happen.

You could have walked away.

And iP Wou were
competent, you'd
have realized your
gun was never even
going to dent this

_ armor.

My carbine, on the
other hand, is set
right now to roast
Your ass. 50 Move
carefully.

... sorry I had to knock
Wou into a wall, Glor. Get
his gun, would you?

First, you recognized my name:
No amall indy havler or traveliing
salesman would ever know my
name. some gov and corp tkpes do.
Maybe some Navy, but you weren't
Navy. I'd khnow.

Second, nobody havls alone
unless they're desperate or a
Pool. Ever. It's too risky. And
they definitely don't go into a
tricky place, like a debris Pield,
by themselves.,

50. Are you Tauran

government, or are

Wou just working Por
bhem?



\ ‘m sorry, Randa,

I was paying e can't be trying
attention to you to make it outside? He could make i, iP
- elmet!

gubside the airlock ...

P he reaches it, I'm going
to have to call Evy and
have her shoot hiv down.

&
#

i gg =

g

e

ey eep

@
et =

o

. ; g I still can't believe ™%, gy - ;
i they'd really send [ AT
el someone 6o kill us., : .

=
id he ... just run 1
straight into the
magmaz
No, the bridge
trap was up.
When I came in, I
saw someone had
set it oPP, s0 I
raised it again. BUb ... he hadto have
Just in case. o known o go around. Either
he saw me do it: or Pigured
it ot himselP. Or he never ,
would have gotten in! ! 1
Incidentally, ' : '
Maybe he was in such : don't recall saving
a hurry he Porgot. : which government:
8 sponsored the : oy
: You didn't
propect. need to. %
One of the conditions of the :
! rLf‘aE jgﬁ;;fg”?g?ggeﬂa ceasefire is a ban on chemical
: ' gely jological w 5. Usi
Incompetent; o I s erophobic. They argoed X ' thow making trem o
S g/ 50 hard against the researching them.
ceasefire that it nearly > _
cost them their \
Federation seat. o

P it got out that they were
sponsoring Serae-targeted
biowarfare ... [osing their
Federation presence might be
the least of their worries.

Listen. durden
really was
incompetent.

I'M ot SUPe iP he NG I
never actoally went
into the system
becavse he didn't
want to risk the
debris Pield, or
whether he made a
trip in and couldn't get
past the avtomatic
defenses.

Either way, it's
wandering around Por a while tryin
ko Pigure out who he could get to do
his dirty work Por him, instead of
going back to his employer and
getting some better resources.
That was just domb.

Four of vs who escaped were
already not well enough to go out on
Lheir own when we hid here.

. : --‘.
My point is, bhe next May Liti Perried the others to ™%,
one Might not be dumb. various places ... I staved here
You probably shouldn't witih the sick ones ... May sold the ) 3
stay here. Better to ship 50 it covldn't be traced. £ &
wander. No Pixed ;
[pcation.

couple of months ago, May got in touch
with Glor, who'd gotten pilot training since
then. Glor brought her back here.
She came back here to die.

They all breathed a little too much of the . : . i
mutagen. That's what's killing them, not the acid. I o
I got an acid splash, but I guess [ nevtralized it b3 m ﬂu need o Blow \
before the mutagen could do anuthing. B Ghe whistle. : ,
TR Take this Whole thing to the
Mg 7T M eder-abi.nﬁ- Tell the story. Get
them out of here, get them
Or who knows? Maybe I'll wake up in another someplace Where they might
Pew months and Pind out I'm coming apart. May have medical options.
was perfectly Pine when we Pirst arrived here. ;
Now she can barely move. | ... I know someone Wou can

talk to. A Navy contact. High

Onl .
And become a barget? e "p?-f,-ff ;{]5 E;-E? doors

Ay

I don't have any real I mean, I guess a Past death might be better

diagnostic equipment; I don't than a slow one, but that's what I'd be doing , ;
have a treatment, not that I to them. The Tauran government -- : 'd trust her with my liPe.

think anything would work. The Beuond that, I trust her ebhics.
only reason I can give them ) And she has a fot of

anybhing For pain is that Glor resources to call on to keep
keeps risking supply runs, You safe,

Look, I'm not: going to step
on your toes. You want to
keep quiet, it's your
decision. I won't tell.

LUt I don't think you really want those
assholes to get away with the coverup.
Which is what'll happen iP you -- and Glor

-- don't come Porwanrd.



h

THEY PECIPED TO TRUST ME. ONE THING FOLLOWED ANOTHER, AS IT

DOES, AND NONE OF IT CROSSEDP MY MIND

THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS WERE A LONGE BLUR OF SETTING UFP CLANDESTINE AGAIN UNTIL FIVE OR SiX MONTHS AFTER

MEETINGS AND GETTING FECFLE TO THEM SAFELY, URGENT HIGH-FRIORITY WE'D SOTTEN EVERYONE RELOCATED OFF

COMMUNICATIONS, EVACUATING FIVE FEOFPLE IN VERY BADR CONDPITION ... £ MARDUK 2. THAT'S WHEN A MESSAGE FROM

THINGS LIKE THAT. ONCE EVERYONE SEEMED TO BE IN GOODP HANDS, T GLOR ROBAY REACHED ME. SHE WANTED TO

WENT CFF TC DO SOME FPAYING WORK. SEE ME. IN ASTRA. SOC[AL, NOT TROUBLE.
SHE WAS CLEAR ABCOUT THAT.

4

!.'I
)
!

- <o ey
= Ay

AS THAT JOB Was ENDPING, I
CAUGHT A MEDPLA FACKET THAT
INFORMED ME THAT THE LEAPER
OF THE TAURAN WORLDS HAD
BEEN REMOVED FROM CFFICE.
THE HARD waY.

NG, I PON'T THINK THE
FEDPERATION DPID IT. NOT THEIR
STYLE. BUT THEY MaY HaVE
THREATENED ACTION THAT
INSPIRED SOMEONE ELSE TO.

I BORROWED MY FRIENDP'S OLD TONBC AGSAIN.
IF I STARTED VISITING ASTEA ON A RESULAR
Basie I MIGHT NEEDP TO BUY A REAL FLYER OF
MY OWN, BUT EVEN WITH A CHANGE COF REGIME
THAT DIPN'T SEEM LIKELY. IT'S STILL NOT 4
PLACE I LIKE FOR MCORE THAN SHORT VISITS.

g Ve Ve

- Bike clothes.
Randa!
A’ Hang on, let me 1
I almost didn't ’ =1
recognize You - Show my Pace. SR
with all that e
sLOPF on, = Who's your
Priend?

You've seen her, but
I wouldn't say wou'd
actually met. This is
May Liti. May, this is
Randa Guerrero,

You're dePinitely
looking, Uh, in better
condibion than when I

[ast saw You.

s g

R o > = LR S L T I e e T ;.'.-wra-.::-.
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r _ r . " -_ - - o s 5-__-._;__“ _',. - _-—-‘;-'ﬁ':_:‘-;:-"f‘:;;" -; __ 1 _-..-' ?.‘-‘ : - ‘_,_._.—-—-—'___‘—'—-...__‘_‘H‘_
RightZ I still look like B | N30 Qc‘ﬁs p"’r"""e,ﬁ,”' oo St =ult g et e Top e {Wﬁ r“""'_'_'_'"“"w:x_
the walking dead, with B The other day I was O ko A R L she OKZ
tlhe graptﬁ and 5‘:3[15 5 ] tlhmh[l"lg H':"'Ini nice 't! WE'E . T e e N _: s e f P “-.,_‘_‘__________._,...a-"’ 3
and all. but I'm alive - e SN nob to have o look over B - liaa 2y RN L

' ' - MY shovlder =i e s EEaEETRrE I NS, _
everywhere I went. 1 A s SN 7 1 asked her to™
= . . e DidanyoPthe (. /' come join us. She
Thau Ball e bHak ' T e . others .., make iH7 SN sends her good
2 e . v e Wishes instead ...
bfqgn?ﬁr:*;;ﬁeﬁgai?gn in - Mayand! are SERE: | and a story.

R e going to start a

‘ihﬁ'ﬁ;gpgp ;:g”:;‘}:é charter business,
2 = we bhink.
things they can do Por : W Lhirlk
MY skin. Anyway, I
wautdg’t be here
liP it weren' -
e %a{f‘ cho bl : I think she bold
whit T w3 y . Wou about Luce,
“ZEEE,;”E?;?&?S&““ ] \ Stel's assistant?
thank you. : : '

~ Iwasway less
Purther along than |
they were. (O 1'm sorry to
| kil Locked in @ box?
Ran off when Wou
let her out? Didn't
make it out on the
ship -- or at least
Pira didn't say so

"You do pay attention. S0, the Navy sent a crew into the system once this all came out. ;,_,;&ﬁﬁ i
They wanbed bo make sure all of bhe Mutagen was destroyed, I guess. . : FEne? 1 ) M
The station hadn't Palien apart wet! o they went in ... I'M Ehinking really carefully ..." '

"You're not going to tell Me they Pound Luce alive, are you ="

T know, it's ridiculovs. One part of bhe stabion was still structurally sound, I guess, and
we'd left a Fair bit of Pood ... and somehow she managed to not breathe any of the junk ..."

"800 she came out oF all bhis completely vndamagedz"”

"Well ... no, I wouldn't say that. " ' Y i -l

' _ NOoO000000000!

Ho Ao Rong RONoRonang
Ho ha Ao Re Ro e no

z " 3 not: OK not; OK
< . — it's everywhere!
(Luce, ib's me,Pira. ) '

-
... L
— .
|
=
i

5y

- i —_|__
L -,
b}
1

( You know me, Luce. )

k7




