MY NAME S RANDA AND I'M A

QUITCLAN

I'M NOT SURE HOW MANY
SITUATIONS I'VE BEEN IN,
LIFETIME, WHERE I'VE THOUEHT
TO MYSELF "WHAT AM I DOING
HERE?P HOW DIP I GET CAUSHT
UP IN THIS?"

BUT THIS was DPEFINITELY ONE
OF THEM: DIVING THROUGSH
COLD AND PARKNESS LOOKING
FOR SOMETHING THAT MIGHT
NOT EVEN BE THERE, WITH
SOMETHING VERY LARGE AND
UNFRIENPLY RIGHT BEHIND ME.

Whis doesn't
this thing have a

aPt cameraz

...;ll"“'.‘li..,-
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I can't tell
iF I'm outrunning
it ... I don't think

trying to evade is
going to do any
good, and ...

I'D LEARNED A LOT OF THINGS
ABOUT PDEEF CCEAN SINCE
ARRIVING ON BTHERIA. SUNLIGHT
ONLY MANAGSES TO FENETRATE
TC ABOUT 200 METERS.

BELCW THAT IT'S FITCH DPaARK
AND FREEZING.

EVERY 100 METERS YOU PROF
INCREASES FRESSURE,
BECAUSE OF THE WEIGHT ©OF
ALL THAT WATER, BY TEN
ATMOSFPHERES.

I Was SOMEWHERE AROUND
H4O00 METERS. THAT Was
MORE THAN TWO TONS OF
FRESSURE. EVERYWHERE.

AT STEnE

-
dRREN

» gEREA
pEREN
IF IT MANAGED TO BREACH MY
HULL, THAT WoULD BE THE END.
I'D HAVE LESS TIME TO SURVIVE
IT THAN I WoOULDP A HULL BREACZCH
IN SPACE.
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ﬂ' : I think it ...
. just tried to
bite me?
Jan it bite
through? The hull's
very strong ... but that
thing has reaiiy big
teeth ... __ |
This ship
doesn't just
need an akt
camera, it needs
a weapon.
I./
‘. |
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obviously not
outronning it ... I've
got: to Pigure out some
way to discourage it

.. bePore it tries Por

another chomp.
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TORY AND IMAGES BY TRILBY

Wow. =1 e |

0 twins, or were JESSS TR Oh.

rownin a '-"EJEE;'r y XAl You couvld have just

3 sent me 3 messdge
asking to meet.

" Come Wibh us,
please.

I HAD JUST COME OFF TWO CONSECUTIVE
JOBS. BOTH WERE HORRIBLE AND NEITHER FAIP
WELL. T PECIPEDP I NEEPEDP A FEW DPaYS (N A
PLACE WITH A POOL, A SHOWER, A BETTER BED,
AND FOOD I PIPN'T HAVE TO REHYDPRATE.

FOR MY MENTAL HEALTH.

I didn't think you'd

SoMmeone important

be responsive.
§ wants to balk to yov. pons




SELA TrREELL. HEIR TO THE TrRELL
COMFANIES. RICH, FOWERFUL, FRASMATIC,
AND FPROBABLY ONLY SITUATIONALLY ETHICAL.

I HAD WORKED FOR HER ONCE BEFORE.

SHE WAS FOUR RINGS FROM HER
HEAPQUARTERS, 2O IF SHE'D? COME OUT
JUST TO FIND ME, THAT FELT FRETTY
IMFORTANT.

... and why would §
Wou think that? )

.
-

Becauvse of the
[ast bime.

IP I went back to that pretty ™~
plaret in the middle of nowhere, and °
searched it top to bottom ... would I )

Pind Merion Mkenzie?

Maybe.
I mean, I can't
ruole it oub. 4

The ahpesh said
they'd killed him when
they cut him out of the deal.
IP they were telling the
truth--and they were scared
enough to--then they could
have dumped his body
anywhere. They could
have spaced him.

> But iP they were [yin :
¥ and he's hiding on the planet, T8
we might still never Pind him.
It's a big planet. '

: = E_‘

I did what I was

contracted Por. You got [ g
the answers. ;

I didn't say
Wou hadn't.

7 And I know you were
 telling the truth about the
rest of it. I sent someone to
check. Found the mine with the
burned Pungus beds, the remains
of the Cleit camp ... It's only
what you told me about
Mkenzie I doubt.

BANDA KNOWS PERFECTLY WELL WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED T& o

Alive?

You khow I can make life
very diPPicult Por wou.

... And that didn't
work eibher.

I admit, I'm always pleased
to Pind someone who
doesn't intimidate. Bub
now I have no lever.

Wait.

Is all this about 8 jobF1
mean, a difPerent job?
Why not just ask me?

Because I don't
imagine I can get wou to
take ib. You were notably

reluctant about the other one.

Let's sit down.

You khew exactiy
" where Mkenzie had to be.
You directed me there. Why not
send Your own team? Becauvse
Wou suspected there was
danger, and you preferred

risking My neck.
: ]
: ‘ - sibuations than anyone
l ‘ N else I can get. You're
| | more likely bo come
' ' . back alive.

You know, You
weren't honest with
Mme about this on the

other job eibher. 4

To be Pair, I ask
You becavse wou're
MUch better at those

; You think it's -
S unreasonable that someone
¥ Mmight object: to your mining the
B8 shit out of their planet and just
=, leaving a lot of toxic waste
S to show Por itZ

Turell mines do not pollube! .
A mine that pollutes is one that's been
operated shoddily. We don't leave toxic
waste, becavse we try not to have any
kind of waste. Everything has a use.
: Everything.

And meanwhile
Btheria is trying to
scavenge an economy Prom
Pisheries, luxury homes, and
Lourism. They could vse
some industry.

Maube ... but iF it came to that,
there's no question which side I'd be on ...
Which means this time You've got the
wrong person Por the job.

A

& Maybe,
- ¥ but that's not
the point. I'm
P much ess likely bo
come back alive
when I Ply in
blind.

You wouldn't
bhink there was
danger Por no reason.
You're not the skittish
tupe. You think someone
deliberately vanished wour
crew, and that means
Wou ¢an think of a
reason why.

MEENZIE. IF yoU'D LIKE T& KNOW ToL, BEAD "THE HABD way."

| = Did you wonder why
there was no setblement on

[ that planet I sent you to, even l
\ though it's beautiPul, temperate
b, climate, no nasty surprises,

Doubt all you like.
I can't stop you.

I sent @ team to a planet " | [

called Btheria to do a complete ! .
geological survey. o
A

# T-_" [
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- " The job would have baken : ﬁ
' many months, and I didn't expect to gt

hear much Prom them while they were in g :
progress. But it develops that my agent
tbhere has had noreports Prom them atb all.
They went: out and never came back,
- apparentliy. A message From her @

- Week ago 5aid she Pears the &
"'lll---__,i-.-ll by worst,

This is the part
where I ask why you
don't send some of your
own people. Or get wour
agent there to scrape

% Up asearch team.

My people are always
competent ... but there's
su¢ch a thing as a situation
that they're not trained For.

I need someone who
Lnderstands--——— :
Ve Risk.
¢ dust come out and say it.
There's some danger inveolved
and you don't want to risk
Your own.

There are small
groups of people who
settle planets just to have a
place to live ... but you don't
do large-scale settlement
just to Parm. Nobody
invests in it.

not disputed, so on?

= You can F—’ar\;lni'
Pood and biopower
anywhere. It's not

compelling. What actvaiy

compels settlement is scarce
resources. Things we can't grow
or make. We thought that planet

had some, once. MkenZie

convinced me with difPerent
Mining methods he could still

Pind some. OP course it
turned oub he was
IWing. o

Btheria may have |
resources like that. That's

what we were survewing to Pind

out. But Btheria already has

people living on it. Some of those

people ... would not have liked

the idea of the surveu.
There's alwaws some.

We Pind that
extractive work is oPten
unpopular with a certain

segment: that has ideas about
keeping a planet "unspoiled"
somehow, even iP it means
hindering their own
growth.

. — o
\ i Ah, but even iP you don't T
Y sumpathize, surely You agree that ™
killing @ Pour-person crew just to
prevent the possibility of mining is y
... Unreasonable? .

LV 7 You don't
- | { know they're
1 N, dead ...

\

You're right, I don't.
That's why I need you to Pind out.

Look, you can't aPPect
the outcome here. I'm going
to end up sending another crew
ho matter what you Pind. But I
would like to know what I'm
sending them into. As Wou
say, Plving blind is bad.

[ trust you to get to
the bottom of this. It
seemMs to be what you do. I
heard you also rescued a Navy
squad during the Mkenzie :
business. dust Por the Pun
of it, apparentiy.

And I don't have anyone
else I trust to do it, or I'd
send them instead.
That's the truth.

it o .




—————— IT TURNS OUT BTHERIA DOESN'T HAVE ANY LANPMASSES.
~ e ACTUALLY, IT HAS THEM, THEY'RE JUST UNDERWATER.

YOU MAY THINK THATS ME HAVING A JGFE', BUT H_:ﬁ__IIMF'ﬂETANT.

-

Hey, be
careful! You're
real close to the
edge there.

— A -~

B IPI'd known
You were coming,
I'd have moved the
Colo 0 you had a

. proper place to
land.

\ ,_x"'! gorry about

that. I realizedon %
bhe way here that the
packet with the _
message probably Hﬁ.
arrived in my ship. 4
Not: moch help. 4

W 1didn't realize \
- | Btheria was getbing
"\ 50 libtle traPPic. /

Tyrell suspects

-+ 20 ot Poul play.

don't really have |
any information,
b, SoUNds like.

Yeah, that
could be. The
rollers probably
wouldn't care, as long
as they got a cut, bub
the backshop Polks
Might ... and who
knows what: the
Pathoms think

Nope. I had to
arrange a couple
of things before
their arrival, and

that's the only

reason I knew
they were
coming at all. 7 1 don's
( know what a
Y lot of that
. Means.

I‘H explain on
S the way. I'll take
o Wou back to the
resort islands ... I
can't put You Lp here,
there's no space and
I have to keep it
Showroom
ready.

They showed vp,
they went out, I didn't
hear anuthing else Prom
them, and aPter a while

I got worried.

WHAT I MEANT ABOUT LANDPMASSES [& THAT THE SEA FLOOR ON BTHERIA [SN'T
ALL THE saAME DPEFTH. IF IT WERE, FROEBAEBLY NC ONE WOULD BE LIVING THERE.
SOME FARTS, THE WATER'S ONLY A COUFPLE OF METERS PDEEF. ON SOME OF
THOSE FARTS, FECFLE HAD BUILT UP LAND OR DIKED OUT WATER OR BOTH, AND
MADPE [SLANDPS. THESE WERE WHERE THE TOURIEM WasS.

SUCH AS |T Was, ANYWAY. THEY HaD AN ENCRMOUS, ALMOST BRANDP-NEW
AIR/SPACE FPORT. IT WAS SITTING EMFTY. MY ARRIVAL HAD BEEN THE ONLY
UTSIPE SHIFP IN FIVE DPAYS.

; . and they threw in the Jalg s
/ b.:.,auhe athemrue I couldn't show
people around. 5o I sit in a Hpacen
hoLse and PV in 8@ Spacel ship and
everything's white and red, and one
day I'm gm‘ng to splash purple paint
. 3ll over everything and quit.

o Wouldn's N
blame you.

I didn't know
AN Spacel was
. 7

—

HalF of it.
It's kind of 3 secret.
I think they're
embarrassed.

E.’!c? SPACEA HAE‘ AN INTEREST IN THE '—'ln.,(
cee PLAEE' TYRELL HAD AN INTEREST ... _
J,t MADE ME WONDER WHAT OTHER BI& :'"

SRR MONEY WAS LURKING AROUND. ==
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don't tell anyone I'm
-\ Working Por Tyrell. h

7 Ohbut N\
( we're building

\steadf!:j! )
y “ And there é’

are 5o many
liPestyle
opportunities here
right how at
reasonable rates!
Best tio get in
& bePore the rush,
Wou know.

Ah ... I think
You've got the

; rong idea.
I'm pleased to wrong idea

f" show You around
| the Blue Horizons
properties, but if
you'd like to see &
Purnished unit, we can
\ just go downstairs;
\  Mine has the /
\ bypical setup ... |

I'mnot a
buwer. My name's
Banda Guerrero. I'm
here on behalf of
cela Tyrell.

I was
told you were her
agent? TeviToren?
Did I make a
Mistake?

Oh!

No, that's me.
Come on inside.

El_e; the way, pleaﬁe ‘-l-=

Iwa-s goi Ig bo ask You the ™~
{ same thing. I don't think O1GPT
.\ cares iPI moonlight Por her, but I
‘\ - don't want to risk it.

' '-'h'-'- h. e

—

A~
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Oh, is this one of
bheir projects? How
are sales going?

P . >
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it - Badly. Mine's the
| only occupied vnit. S
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You're the one who

arranged it ...

I know, but
could You go
over it: Por my
Priend?

Well, let's see.
Best we had
available was a
seahorse that we
refitted. The Seahorse
can't go as deep as they
needed, so they got three
BOVs and equipped
those. They could run
two at a time; third
one was g spare.

"hqm*\ﬁﬁ
ﬂ

They provisioned Por
three months, and the idea
was they'd come back every
two to restock. They weren't
sure how long the job would
take overall, but best guess
was close to a year.
X —
© And they
hever came back
Por restock.

E

EVERY FPORT Has O ‘F’E‘E‘EG’H WHG" : ;'HE'HG"W KNOWS
ABOUT EVERY SHIF, EVERY CREW, E 3

USUALLY END UP BEING THE STATION &t
ONCE EVERYONE ELSE CATCHES ON.

No. Out Pour
Mmonths now, so if
they're alive, I don't
know what they're

I'D HAVE FOUND HIM EVEN IF TEVI DIDN'T KNOW.-WHS To. eating.
ASK. HE WAS ALMOST THE ONLY PERSON IH fHE Fﬂﬂﬂ_ '

OTUS HE! RaAN CUSTOMS. SAME KIND ©F THING.



Hey!

. You're very
interested, huh?
Know anything I

should know?

Could they have made
port somewhere else?

Sed Monsters
got them!

Shoun't go out in

dan't rule it out ...
the deeps.

but there's only one place '\,
I ¢an think of where I
wouldn't have heard about it,
and I don't think that'd be
too likely. Not a Priendly
port, let's say.

Did they File ...
whatever ocean craft have
instead of a Plight plan?

~ Great circles,
in offset loops,
starting at the

equator. The idea was to
cover the whole planet.
But I don't know how

Par they got.

ASIDE FROM THE FATHOMS, WHO KEFT ToO
THEMSELVES, THE FOFULATION Wae DIVIPED INTO
ROLLERS AND BACKSHOFP. THE ROLLERS WERE

' Chary, that's
Hot=-

Otus don't
believe us, but he
don't go out none.

Deeps're bad.

Sed monsters,
Seriousiy?

Ask the
hunter, don't
believe me!

He knows!
Fishes the deeps
dlone. Seen

o\ Whene do I Pind him?

Isn't this one of
the ones that corp
throws in as a Preebie Por

THE RICH PEOPLE AND TOURISTS; THE BACKSHOP
Was EVERYBODPY ELSE, THE FISHERMEN AND people who E'Ul_d Eheir
_ AND WORKERS WHC KEFPT THE RCOLLERS iant uachtsz
PAMPERED AND FED. BACKSHOFP PARTS OF THE giant Yachos:
1= WERE NOT NEARLY AS SHINY AS THE
Yeah. That's

TOURIST PARTS.

THE SEAPCORT was DEFINITELY BACKSHCOF
TERRITCORY. AFFARENTLY, AFART FRCOM
RECREATION, THE MONEY FREFERRELD TC HOF

ARCUNP THE FLANET BY AIR.

&

This is the best I can
give You right now.

You can see MY
Scorpion's on the hoist. Waibfng
on parts. Got that whole pile ¢

Tiburons behind me, but Yyour ass'll
hate Wou Por it, iF You don't
break wour neck ...

1
%

where I got it.. Guy
bought a wacht, didn't
heed the bike.

But it's betber than it
looks. Fast, stable--not like
those damned Tiburons--and

reliable. And it's got a nav setup,
so I can put coords For the
Pishery in Por you.

I'll let it out
cheap. It's just
gathering dust right now
anyway. Nobody rents
around here.

.
"

WHEN THE LocALs salD "THE FISHERY," THEY MEANT THIS PROCESSING PLANT. THE FISHERS HADP MOSTLY TAKEN TO
BRINGING THEIR CATCH HERE INSTEAD OF TRYING TO SELL IT IN PORT, WHERE BUYERS WERE MUCH LESS RELIABLE.

%7 sture durgen. o
They call him "the >
hunter" becavse he

htﬁ achs like one.

He's not @ net or
=~ long-lines Pisher. He's
AN 3 harpooner. Enormous
| speargun on the bow of =

el his ship. Goes out to the S5
B, deeps and looks Por S

big prey.

Most of the
otihers think he's
¢razy. They may be
right. No one else goes
b oub there unless

they have to.

Becavse of "sea
monsters'?

Been talking
to some oF them, I see.

It's not as ridiculovs as all that.
I don't think there are sea
monsters as such, but Jurgen
has brought in Pish big enough
that he had trouble
havling them.

—
—

something that
size could stave in the hull
of a ship, easily, unless it was
armored. Or take a bite out of
it. The teeth on some of these
things have to be seen to
be believed.

| |
|
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I Fﬂ ! {
Ican't <@
tell you

where to look Por

him. I don't know.

I'm not sure anyone

knows. Word is the

man's also a hermit.

Shows Up in Backtown [

-—

——
—
—

to get drunk
somebimes, shows !'i',
vp here to sell his 4
cateh, and
that's it.

7 He only comes

WY in here every three

or Pour daus, so I

S ‘ don't think Wou want |

... L definitely
need to talk to
Jurgen.

to sband around
waiting Por him to
7 Unlessyouwant to %
hire oLEZ You look like Wou
could stevedore all right. I
have a lot: of ¢rates and
not encugh help--

How should I
know? He don't
tell anybody a
thing.

Ask at the
Pishery.

All right, T will.

Randa, is
this a good
idea?

It looks like
it's in decent
shape ..

I don't
mean the
bike.

Oh.
Well, this is the only
thing I have to chase
right now, o0 I don't
have a choice.

(' on, not again/

",

(" You jakazes aren’t getting
away wibh it: this Limel!
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[sa, haoi!
He's armed!

I ADPMIT IT Was A LITTLE BIT ©OF A LEAF. SOMETIMES MY BRAIN DOES THAT AND I &O ALONE WITH IT AND
FIGURE IT QUT LATER. IN THIS CASE THE THINKING WaAS: FEOFLE WHC WOULD TRY TO BLOW UF AN INDUSTRIAL
FISHERY WERE EXACTLY THE SaME KIND OF PEOFLE WHO MIGHT TRY TO FREVENT A MINING OFERATION.
AND IT WaAS A BETTER LEADP THAN THE HUNTER.

I RECOGNIZEDP THE PLACE THEY LED ME FRCOM TEWI'S PESCRIFTION. IT WaAS CALLED BACKTOWN.
TEVI HAD ALSO WARNED ME NOT T &C THERE, &€ IT SOUNPELD INTERESTING ALREADY.

Damn, she
walks even Faster Pon't know who
than I do. Almost lost Wou're working Por, but
her around that it doesn't matter.
corner ...

happened to the
other two?

THEY MAY HAVE BEEN THE MUSCLE, AMATEURS USUALLY DON'T PAY ENOUGH WHICH MEANS THE PRC WILL
BUT THEY WEREN'T PROS. ATTENTION DURING A FIGHT. HAVE THEM TRIPPING OVER
EACH OTHER IN NO TIME.

‘.‘. ).T 2l 1
%




BUT THEY DID wHAT
THEY WERE SUPPOSED
TO DO: THEY LET

THEIR LEADER GET'

AWAY FROM ME.. "'

EVEN NOT KNOWING
ANYTHING ABOUT
BACKTOWN I COULD
TELL THERE WERE A
THOUSAND PLACES T

2 mmam

[ e S R

HIDE IN HERE. |, | .

MY FIRST FATHOM SIGHTING.
MAYBE MY ONLY ONE. TEVI
SA[D THEY DPIPN'T MINGLE.

Here Por
something in
particular?

Backtown's no place
Por tourists.
- Did you happen to
see a tall woman in a
black cloak and hood?

IT WASN'T HARD TO FIGURE oUT WHICH ONE
wWas JURGEN. THERE WERE ONLY THEEE

CUSTOMERS IN THE BAR, AND HE Was THE
ONE WITH FlIeH SUTS ON HIS CLOTHES.

I WAITED THIRTY SECONDPS TOOC LONE
To PECIPE I'D BETTER FOLLOW HiM.
WHEN I &OT OUT ©F THE BAR HE WaS
ALREADPY NOWHERE IN SIi&HT.

I ALeo LET HER &ET THE
DPROFP ON ME, &C I THINK T
JUeT MUST NOT HAVE BEEN
HAVING A &oop PAY.

I'm looking Por Jurgen.
Really. But also anybody else
Who can give me inPormation.

Maybe you.

I'm trying tio Pind out
what happened to a crew
that have gone missing--

“The survey
team?

Don't look
surprised. Not a lot of
choices there, And
everybody on this planet
knows everything that
happens. All the backshop
anyway. Rollers couldn't
care [ess.

My name's Isa.
I5a Chandri. Who are you?

Banda Guerrero.

Look, I don't: give @ damn
what's between you and the
Pishery, I just want--

- J_.l-'-
-

—

- 1 -‘--"‘1..
7 ...lPyou're N

" Prom the Pishery,

Wou cango get L — B
scvlled. g

e

e
y

 No, I'm lookin

" Por a Pisher. Sture

Jurgen. I was hoping
. She could tell me

N Where he was. £
& e

M

NO, I HADN'T MADPE
B ANOTHER BRAIN
LEAP. T NEEDED
SOME EXCUSE WHY
I WasS LOOKING FOR
. HER AND THAT wAS
THE FIRST THING I
\\THOUSHT OF.

Hunter's around the
corner in Selly's.

P A o

I just want to ask
You about deep marine
life here. They tell me

Wou know a lok--

We saw you
Follow us Prom the
Pishery, you know.

Yes, you do.
Whether you
know it or not.

L-"tr Wwou want to

talk to Jurgen, I'll
take Wou to durgen.

He'll talk to wou
if I'm there,

Come on. IE'll take a while. He
lives out in the midPlats.

¥ 1don't believe

b

b

“‘"‘H__-_._..r"

Pon't care who
You are. "

@et sculled.

e e =

Yol were looking Por
me to point you to
Jurgen.

Bub Shokla says

\( Good luck
with that.

.

-

Wou ¢laim you're not 3
corp gun, s¢ what do

Wou want?




IT TURNED oUT JURGEN LIVEDP A HUNPRED
KILOMETERS AWAY FROM ANYTHING, IN A
FLOATING SsHACK BARELY Ble ENOUGSH
T MOOR His BOAT To.

Hope we're not
waking him up ...

Ayo?
Jurgen?

That's
justi--
Nobody here
would do that!
Why would
SOMEoNne
kill--

.

Yeah. I wouldn't be
dole to stand it.

=/

Y Tell me this

. You're not
waking him vp.

He had to have
Followed durgen
here, right¥

Was a heart
attack or
somebhing.

Sorry.

That hole in his shirt

i5 @ beam burn.

yaaaaaal

Jurgen lived--and not too many people

Yes. Even iP he knew where -

did--those Tiburons don't have nav.

He's going the wrong way. Hope he runs /
out of power and drowns.

He was
wearing a hood.

What do we do
about Jurgen? Is

there a morgue? _

[ can't
believe he's dead
... Who'd have had
any reason to kill
| Jurgen? He was just §
| an old crazy \
Pisher.

Did wou see
his Pace?

We bury at sea.
But I need help Por the
rites, and I won't get it

until morning.



I don't think I can make
bhat haol back to the resort
islands tonight. Is there some
place I can stay here? Where I
stand a chance of waking vp in

' the morning?

Watch your head.

I think that's
Mmore of 3 problem
Por You,

Spend the night
with me.

£0 You don't think
someone Prom Backtown
could have killed Jurgen.

I'm sorry, by the way.
I know it hurts to lose a
Priend like that.

Jurgen wasn't
exactly a Priend. He

We have some
things to talk about
anyway.

Not wet.

They don't take Us seriously.
Ferg taking a shot at us today
was the Pirst time they've
Fired back.

But I
expect they'll
send soMeone once
they realize we
Mean it.

¥ You've got
Backbown wrong, you
khow. It's completely
safe. Nobody even steals
anything. Not that any
of us have anything
Lo steal.

The money'’s
just scared of the
place becavse we don't
want them here and
they know it.

Yeah, you thought: I
was a hired gon ... why
destroy the Pishery?
Is it that bad?

didn't: have Priends. He
trusted me, I suppose,
which Por him was
~.  5auing a lob.

B ™

-

7~ 1P someone Prom
o Backbown killed him, I
{ have no idea why. It'd
have to be a serious
grudge, and he didn't
Ll ever do anybhing to
. piss anyone off.

I assume the
money killed him,
but: again, 'whrg?-* I ; - _ 5
hﬂgit'_bb;'r i.i”_"_i_m | It was one thing bo Pish ™S
= Por sustenance. It was still all 3
right to Pish Por the resorts. I'm not
some ecozealot. But this is an export §
operation. Most of the Fishers can't |
resist the money, and they're :
Pishing places bare, just to send &
it all oPF-planet. v

Have they tried
to kill You?

Though, honestly, I
bhink it's more likely that
someone sabotaged or
killed them.

A year ago, no. Now ...

Might be doing other
Wes, it's very possible.

damage as well. : :
Unless it was genvine
misadventure. Things do

happen. Equipment Fails.,

The big Pish--the top of
the Pood chain, the anes only
Jurgen ever tried to
catch--they've been acting
strange For months.

Angry.
Aggressive. And their
patterns--where they

wander, where they
hunt--are much more
random, unpredictable.

I can't say Por certain
yet that it's due tio them
having trouble Pinding Pood,
but it's a leading theory. AsParasl
can tell, the
planned well For
mishaps. I have to
lean toward the
idea that someone
wanted to get
rid of them.

" Well, I suppose if

Wou go down that road,

then I'm on your list of
spspects. They were

g0 You'd say it's
sprveying Por mining.

possible that one of those
big Pish attacked the

survel beam's ship? I...wasn't surel

shovld mention that.
Here and now.

You mean, while
we're [ying next tio
each other naked?

MTIcansayis
that isn't the way
I work. The main
reason we haven't
one Paster on the
ishery is we don't
want to get
anybody killed.

v 1hopethat's ™~
enough to at least
get Me an amnesty

. Por the night.




-

I was worried about you! —_ - Ohanadriz
- ' !

, > _ Randa, she's probably
I thought you'dbe @ - . yoor WA Sospect]

I WASN'T PEAD THE NEXT MORNING,
SO SCORE ONE FOR TRUST.

g a iy  couple of hours, and You
T — were gone all night ... and now e
[-*['I ] Yoo tell me You ended Lp in
i) BacktownZ I warned you 4

0 I [ .
about that place! _

) .

\

q )
’ ' '+ i@
. far

= ] . _.-‘. i

= \ A

/ y I don't think it's
\ — : as bad as all that. And

I got some usePul
information.

——

N The woman's nobs!
She Was a marine
biologist, spent all her time

SHE WASN'T THERE, WHICH MEANT g doing whatever they do, and
THAT SHE wasS TRUSTING ME TOO. then one day she just
decided to start
W cearcCH THROUGH HER STUFF named I4a Chandri, T no reason!
B ANYWAY. SHE WAS TOO CLEVER TO Who-- - . :
. 1 ﬂl. LEAVE ANYTHING INCRIMINATING. mi=
-

B I WENT BACK TO THE RESORT - ' At the port they call
ACTUAL SHOWER. HER WASH \,
\FACILITIES WERE A TAF, A BUCKET,

. AND A DRAIN HOLE IN THE FLOOR.

= : = T e

— —y—

{ --
Tevi, Wou've got to - 1 P’
learn to question whatever the g p” I thought of this i
Money tiells you. Especially if . 1 Westerday aPter Wou lePt
You're going tio keep working and I asked Otus about it. :
'- Por Tyrell. : ¥ The Seanorse was designed as It's reinforced, is
a pleasure ¢raPt, sure, but it's what I mean. It's got a
As Par as I know, Chandri only still @ submarine. It doesn't very strong hll. I covld see a
wants to attack one thing, and go as deep as bhe team big Pish being able to bite
that's because the Pishery is doing needed, but it still goes bhrough one of those Pishing
damage--overfishing like crazy and pretty deep. \ _ boats--halP of them are
sending it all oPP-planet. \Jesting aﬁgﬁﬁé’éﬂ way--bub

.,
™

She says she's not a
killer, and I believe her. A . - "
person wWho reacted the way she “ v 5

- i —

=

did to what happened yesterday
isn't: going to morder Four
people even Por a cavse.

~—
o

> Well ... iP we
/ dont like the sea
monster idea ... and 1
still just can't make
MuselP think that Chandri
did it ... where do we
go Prom here?

She also told me the The only person in
big Pish are acting strangely, | _ Lhis we knowis a
Mmaybe becauvse they're going murderer is the scut who
hungry, and it's much more likely _ killed Jurgen ... and we don't
than I thought that one of them know where he is, and we don't
could have atbacked the F - have any way or reason to
survel vessel, : ; connect him to the
> Missing crew ...

FOR WANT OF A BETTER IDEA&, I
SPENT THE DAY ASKING AROUND THE
M BACKSHOF FARTS OF THE ISLANDS, - ;
TO SEE IF I COULDP FINDP ANYONE T HAD STOPPED FOR A REFRESHING
ELSE WHO KNEW ANYTHING. BEVERAGE; ANP I ASSUME I HAD
: N + L MY BACK TURNEL. WATCHING THAT

#” BEVERAGE ARRIVE WHEN THE NOTE
’ Was PROFFED MY TABLE, irm
’ - BECAUSE I PIPN'T SEE A THING. | % I

&
I ' 3
-

F'.’. - -. . J ': !
S : - -2 '
= . [ - ¥, [ "It isin our mubval
) o : s y interest that I speak
> . - : ¢ || Wwith You about the matters
. — s ¥ el — _ . ) \ which have brought wou to
— _— -- p Btheria. At Framer's WharP you'll
. o~ : 8 | Pind a small skimmer waiting. It has )
‘r t}" — e iy ' | "* an auto-return Peature, Just

activate that and you'll be "l
 brought to My residence.
. - : --M. Brindarmer"
L ' NO ONE DID. AT LEAST, NO : \
= ONE WHO WOoULD ADMIT TO IT.
21 N SN e g

o -

o,
L o =

= 1:" .

'-.-;L-—-—..-""_" e

pr And I hat.reL'l
¢ boadmit, I'm
intrigued.

o'n the one
hand, this is

probably a
horrible idea.

" On the other,
| ibseemstoo g
elaborate just to be §
a way of getbing
rid of me.



I knew some of these rich
Polks used their wachts Por
round-the-clock parties, but I wasn't
really expecting that kind of party.

Fully
avtomated.

= -1"|,___|_

(" That's nice, but I
;:’ was hoping to be met
> by somebody ...

Hew!
There's a place to
change clothes one

deck down.

o e
" -
o

. '_____:::;1_ "I:ME:"_::.—

7 Uh.. N F
[ thanks, but \ ¥y
I'M sbickin f
\ Withwhat I /
~\_haveon. /

-

]

i 4

But nobody's .
going to want to %
prag with you if
Wou're dressed

S like bhat!

T 4

=,

I guessiPl
wander long
enough, someone
will notice the
person walking
around looking - _ S ===
conPused, . - : R CEE i i e s - ... Do You know
- == - g e 5% where I can Pind
Brindarmer?

-= Sigh ==

Thanks anyway.

Mortz
Brindarmer.

4

4|
f IF Brindarmenr's : o ' :
~  one of the people . _ Don't mind the “SQNE
( who's ... oceupied, it = A | goings-on. I like my

{ could be a while. .. guests to enjoy
s e e themselves.

O R y distracting, though.
i R 10U MUSE be Leb's go sit Somewhere

Randa Guerrero. more quiet.

It can be a little

S

S




\ i
AL : _
The bridge? ) " Now, you're here
: % to Pind out what
e happened to that
7 1t's one of bhe Pew survey beam-- ¢
places guests can't gu,
and the others don't
have chairs,

" Isthat a
guestion? Doesn't
ﬁaund like one.

It's very hard to
keep secrets on Btheria.
Much smaller planet than it
looks. Anyway, I had mﬁrc:re
in r:rn'.'natmrt :

Turell has a charter to
mine if the survey's good. I
know. I'm one of the people

who signed off on it.

Now, what are you
deing tooling areund with
the number-one danger on
the planet,?

Just be carePul not
ko touch anybhing.

Shouldn't

Wou have a
. crew?

= I don't know

We're anchored. 1 what you mean.

barely ever move it; I just
Ferry people back and Porth.
My captain's not even on
board at the moment.

o -

I'm rePerring to I-.sa
Chandri, and I think You knew
perfectiy well what I meant.

pra

The woman's become a  —
Menace. She Was supposedto
be studying and cataloging marine "< 5
liPe, 50 we had some ided of what we ){ — .
had here. You know two-thirds of the & And now she's
¢ devoting her time to

5 sbi icalll
i trying to Shot down the one
: spccessPul industry

e
-t = we've had--

The Pishery is leading ™
people to overfish. It's = —
= 2
dispute her Pindings. \ Pmanc:al interest in _
We haven't seen any ﬂ. the Pishery, by any

cauvsing a lot of damage.
T — She says. I
decrease in catch ,ﬁ-‘- ﬂhaﬁcef

. R

S ——— i - —

Thais ‘s not the point/

&0 do a lot of other people here. Did
ahe make herself out to be some kind of
crusader? Becavse I guarantee the
Pishers aren't with her on this. They
like making a living.

The oniy people Who
support: her are the damned
Fathoms, and they'dbe happy iF we
all went away. They'd like bo see
everything we've built on this planet
washed into the ocean just so they can
Q keep Ghe place the way they want it.
&\

-
-

They have a story in their heads

i R ol Well, they're the original

T . . ]
- PrIned RReTiN. inhabitants, aren't they?
deems like they Mmight have
reason tLo--

You don't think
they're native, do
WoUZ They're not. They're
humans. Genners. They
dltered themselves to Pit the
habit:at. They covldn't have
gotten here more than FiPty
Wears before the rest of
us--they're only on their
cond generation

born here.

They came here to
setitle somewhere they
wouldn't have to be around
any other people, and started
Making up some kind of Pake
cultore Por themselves--living in
huts made of sticks and all that
, Shit--and they got really pissy
when the rest of us started
showing vp. Well, too
. damned bad.

7 They don't own the
pfanet and they don't
get to spoil it Por
everyone glse.

Inberesting 3
definition of
”‘E]ﬂﬂff- [l

Well, since %

IF you Peel like that, why are
Wou here? They don't want mining any
more than they want the tourism or the
Pishery or anything else, so You're just
helping exploit, to their eyes.

It also makes me

question your ability to
investigate, since they should
.. be Your main suspects.

~Have you even
talked to any of
Lhem yetz

I don't answer to
Wou Por how I conduct
MY business,

IP you've got @
complaint, take it up with
Tyrell. Thaugh she picked me
speciPically Por this, so I think
she has a lot of conPidence

in My work.

I'm here to Pind out what
happened to that team.
That's ail.

My personal Peelings about the
polibics and inhabitants of this
planet: are not germane.

Which is probably a
good thing Por you,
honestly, becavse MY
impression of wou isn's
great so I'—;ar'

L2 Don't Porget what
Hou're being blunt, I I've told you!
can say the Peeling's |

mutoal.

I hope You're
serious about leaving

Wour oWn positions B e
out oP it. | ,.-"

(" No danger of that. )

And iP I were you, I
would avoid Chandri in the
Future. she's about to become
someone it's dePinitely
uhsaPe to be around.

4iz will Ply you back. Tt was "
interesting meeting you. )




THE NEXT MORNING, I HEADED FOR BACKTOWN TO Lo

TRY TO TALK T© CHANDRI. I COULDPN'T FIND HER, 1T . _ Ranaa

S0 I PECIPED TO HUNT ARCUND FOR DIRT A BIT. , uue-r-;ero.
T = n = - | ! Fig t;"’

SUppose 50.
Who's asking?
Haven't I seen

Wou bePore?

Most likely. I've
sire ‘:EEH ou.

Name's Perdo.
Praz Perdo.
I've heard you're
looking Por that
SUrVel Crew.

I don't know
what happened to the

crew, but I can show You
I &OT A BETTER RECEPTION TO MY QUESTIONS THAN I | What happened to their
wAS EXPECTING, BUT IT DIDN'T MATTER. IT WAS THE SAME ship. I know where it
AS EVERYWHERE ELSE I HAD ASKED--EITHER NOBODPY i5. Inberested?
KNEW ANYTHING USEFUL, OR WASN'T ADMITTING IT.

= N | &8 - S Only about bwenty N 3 <0 7 Who would I talk bo
Y soem like we're | L =5 b Y metiers down. Might be able _ _ \ toarrange ad-- /
E I e bo see i, :P the light does | 5
A right. Look Por a long dark S
& spot on bhe bottom. :

It's not in the deeps.
Eaﬁ aground in the kelp Plats.

—_—

Pon't imagine i:-P-e H
crew was in it when it did. _

Like I said, no idea what 4 / A& . | | _ .
happened to them. . | - y | N -

% e _: . s 'f_I-ﬂa-ﬂ'P See it ﬂ \\

A I locking in the - . ] l
s e : right place? yliif ‘l
{ We're just about there. PR A WL } }
. ARECRELER h bl Ll 72 L

ol o



Yeah, I'd believe he
killed Jurgen, Por sure.,

L

ﬂ
11‘_.

No, you're not.

%

I'm going to go
catch some

He knocked wou on

the head, tied a weight

to Wou, and pushed Wou
overboard.

... How
were You
bhere?

Oh, good. I was
starting to worry a
little, even though I

checked Wou Por
concussion. You've

been asleep For
hours,

What:

happened ...7

Perdo does dirty work
Por one of the corp tupes
around here. I don't know whiy
they'd want Jurgen dead, but
give me a Pew minutes and I'll
think of a reason.

You're not?
Against everything, I
mean. The Pishery.
Mining.

We just want, Wknow,
moderation. Fish without

You don't
remember any of it?
You were awake when I
brought Wou here.
Well, kind of.

Why would you go anywhere
with Perdo? The guy is
nothing bot trovble!

I got Wou out pretty |
quick, though, and Wou ||
started breathing again on
your own once I got wour
head above water. 50 1

carried Wou back here.

COh, I Pollowed wou. I L=
knew he'd do something. E
:

Well, I didn't
know that.

Though I
probably should
have been more

suspicious.

Especially since I'm prebty
sure he's the guy I saw Pollow
Jurgen out of Selly's.

You know they're
trying to spread it as
hard as they can that

Wou Pathoms are<=—

The corps have decided
we're against everybhing, W
and they want to get rid oP vs
any way they ¢an. Perdo probably
dumped Wou in the kelp
Plats--right near us--s¢
people'd think we did it.

No!

stripping the place bare.
Mine withovt making a mess.
We know it can be done;
they just have to get
their shit together.

breakPast, and then

Wou can take our

Priend back.

.

%,

Do you know she got on @
boat alone with Perdo?

And we want to be
consulted! We get a say in
this. We were here Pirst.

I FELL BACK ASLEEF ASAIN AFTER THAT--I &lUESS
NEARLY DPYING IS EXHAUSTING--AND I PON'T KNOW IF SHE
WOKE Us UF A FEW MINUTES LATER, OR A FEW HOURS.

'n.‘
1 |I I
\

y)

Oh, Banda.
Really

= Pon’t call

_—

> vs that/!
We're Btherians. It's

our planet. They call vs
'Pathoms’ becavse they don't
want to admit that.

I'm sorey.

Really. I had no idea.

... Well, wou
wouldn't have had any
way of knowing.

I'm glad you
apologized, becavse I'm going
to take your clothes off now and
it's really better tio be Priends
with someone if wou're going to
have sex with them.
Don't you think?

Good morning!

Shokla, I thought T

was the only human you
ever slept with.

' Shokla, waibt!
| Ibrought breakPast. We
¢an eat on the way.

We've got something

important to do, and three
would be betiter than two.

|
|

Bring your headlight.



SIS

R e

s -

-"-_'_._,-l- : . 2
/60 did Wou just happen to
( notice Perdo coming to Pind me?
S Or were you Pollowing me?

Becavse now that I ~
bhink about it, you were
\ already in the bar when he
came in, weren't you?

-H-I;I:' o ——
HIﬁl
W

{

I wasn't | - Mostly the ; ' "&8Y Jurgen's
Pollowing wou, Pormer. > A place?
exactly. Isa asked L ek
that iPI saw you in e ~ AT
Backtown by yourself, ‘

ovld kee _ s Like I said,
: ﬁgig gnhggg.aﬁ : . Backbown can be
- : : ‘ really rough on people
o . they don't think
Hm. Worried S8 i belong there.
about me, or
worried I'd do

1 _ _ M.
somebhing without AEESEEE:  SHEEERES Ay

There's something

belling You? Ll A /" 1told as many vk s We need to Pind.
gt people as I covld that
Wou were all right, bUb R
Wou hever know. Not
everybody got the
word. Not everybody
believed it. (

i P All right.
¢ Here you go. This g - A dive suit? i When we Pound
i should Pit You, they're No, no. I just took the only Jurgen, Perdo was
i og pretty adaptable. dive I plan to take on this hiding on Jurgen's
R g planet and it didn’t go well, boat.
p—— 1%--; — remember?
- -:r.r_ e :.}' -
That was Right.
sgmebody trying He Pollowed Jurgen home,
bo kil You. ‘ but we were right: behind
them, and he didn't have
Lime Lo get away after
killing Jurgen.

Yes. Except ... I
think he was already on
the boat when we got here. I
didn't see him trying to run and
hide there as we came up. And
once we were in the house
there was no way For him
to get past us.,
\ And he wasn't trying to
153, I trust o8 vse the boat to get away,

the bwo of You or he would have.
or I wouldn't be

here, but ... I'm X ] HAM.
going to need a Did Jurgen keep a log?
lithle more than =

that.

Ooh, Wou're so0 quick!
I love that.

; And it would have sonk Past
encugh that it wouldn't have a chance to
driPt very Par. We stand a good chance of
Finding it. We'll start Prom a central :
point and spread out in circles.

Everybody who
7 operates avessel over a
certain size keeps a log. It's
required. The logbook's a special
device. It can survive just
about anuthing, including
very deep water.

It's not on the
boat. I came out
and looked Bor it

Westerday.

Perdo covldn't
destroy it in the time
he had, and I didn't see
him carry it away with him.
20 he threw it overboard
and hoped Por the
best. Gob ib.




That was a
big Pish you
pointed out.

And that one was
about midrange.
There's some outs in the
deeps who think that
one's snack-sized.

==

i ‘I_,..-r"

7 Oh, this is
| going to be less
work than I
thought.

Jurgen wasn't
wordy. Most of these
entries are just

positions and what he
caught that dauw.

We shovuldn't
see ones thab
[arge in these waters. §
I really do think it's a
shortage of Pood.
They're hunting in
places they never
would bePore.

& Bt he bhought this
Lucky Por s ; was important enough
T o . i ‘-"'x N, \dKeE (=8
he'd Pound some, or ‘ ' ~ This entry is '---.,:;;_‘__Em MR Aok
we'd have looked " nearly three months N\ ~——~— -
lilke lunch. i ago. He saw a ship on tihe
horizon with a profile he | 5
covldn't identiPy, and got =

oLt his binoculars instead [~ 2 o W
of going g;:gg.gp ko hail n That enabled him to

Yok guy. /| vp all Pour crew members |
& = I"-. ab QUHF‘NHL’» and pushed |

_!

=,
e

%, bhem overboard. Ugh?_..-"

.

i H'I‘-‘J-._._."_-‘-‘-‘-‘-'H
"~ Iguess - o] o
= that's " . % Do you bhink :
L conPirmation. '. | [ there'd be something
: . 'i. vsePul on the survey

f ‘) vesse|?
4 = =

It's - -
confirmation, but @ iy ' Uh ... maybe?
it's not proof. He | But we don't know where
doesn’'t 53y Who bhe - it i5. Or do wou?
murderer was. i )
Maube he didn't
B recognize him?

More likely he didn't e —~N
want to sau. I'm a little i [canPindit.
surprised he put down this &g " Jurgen noted its

MUCh. He'd have wanted to stay
out of it iP he Pigured out what it
was about, and he'd have
Figured it out pretbty Past.
Jurgen was no Pool,

Bob come on.

It's got to be Perdo.
Especially if Perdo saw
Jurgen watching. That's wour
mobive Por him to kill
Jurgen, right there.

estimated position,
based on his.

It's been adriPt
since then. surface
currents are very

predictable on Bbheria. I'll
just need to do a little
math with a map in

I mean, I agree, but it's not good 4 Pront of me.
enough. Not iP I'm going to do
anything about him.

... Ghree months |ater?

aure, I ¢an go back

e TS e el - It MaY 60PN OUE 60 be the

can't prove it" ... and then kind of trip we'll actually
he'll just try again with heed to provision For,
the next survey.
-

IT DIPN'T TURN ©OUT THAT waY. THE DPRIFT FATTERN WORKED IN OCUR FAVOR, AND THE TRIF WAS ONLY A FEW HOURS.

Perdo didn't turn anything ofP. S
He may have hoped it'd run out of T
power. Or he just didn't bother. ./ l|

e

~ Qtus said
Bhey had three
ROWS ...

¥ I'm surprised it
hasn't. Must have a

43 huge supply.
Well, things do ge supply

happen. Mavbe a
Pish ate one.

You're vsed to
spacecraPt, aren't you?
Those are a lot thirstier.

This ship probably had enough to
PUR SiX Months, including keeping
the ROYs charged. Longer,
Mmaybe, depending on how
they kitbed out.

Thew'd have needed to
resupply Poodlong bePore
that, Por @ crew of Pour.




- Yeah. The
This is avery %\ Sedhorses are luxury
Pancy ship. craft. For underwater
sightseeing tours. Or

underwater parties.

Were we just
hitZ Are we
breached?

The whole
bow's curtained
OFF. Looks like they
converted that to
sleeping space.

Wonder iP we
¢an get anything
vsebful oPP those

SUSLEMS--

Pon't know!
Get abovedeck, Past!

I_r—-""*""""' ] -

- Mov :':.-’ : M A

= Move : N

‘T—'jr__ — 1.—3- o
1 N Ha d T

enovghof =

—
e

Wou, scut! <

Who did thisZ
Where are they?

P
T“'-r“-'l ck L‘-IL——.'
Jou =% —

Migardie p . oo g
bag of chum/ { Go Pish Por it,
) \_ sculler!  J

T -
l._“'—-_ 'r_-.... = "
_.—.."..:"‘1 . -

o

—_—

You owe me .- T Yeow!
a ship! r

wuaaan’

' OK!
Break his Pucking neck! 8

4 -H_"‘r ————

e .J_ - *

e S

That's one thing I
really don't like about
beam weapons. They don't
have a "stun" mode.

Yes, but they work
Lnderwater,




Not that I'll ™
lose any sleep over,
that one ... but he |
could have told us |
something vseful, /

maybe ... /

There's still
something big missing
here, and now we may

never know what.

o

i  his pissant little L-... =
A ChuMSCUtle. femmadbp

e

.. -—’-I. — .

I"-.. " --1'"1I
[ Ican't believe he 3
(L sankmy ship ...

¥ Aready almost under ... ho
chance to do andbhing ...

B

7 Imtaking o
the Seahorse.
It's derelict. I

claimit.

As someone
whose business is
derelicts, I say
she's on sound

Pooting, Shokla. 4

o

e
i,
'.,"-,‘

And if anybody gets
upset about it, they can

A bake it Up With Mme.

"

"What should we ¥&=

B do about AiMZ

r.lu
e
v

\

1

W

I DPIPN'T FEEL LIKE I WAS READY TO LEAVE BTHERIA YET. I WASN'T PONE. I COULD PROBABLY HAVE GONE
7O TYRELL WITH WHAT I HADP AND CALLED IT A DAY, BUT I KNEW I WASN'T DONE, AND IT WOULD BOTHER ME
UNTIL I FILLED IN WHATEVER BlI& CHUNK OCF IT Was MISSING FRCM THE MIPPLE ©OF THE FUZZLE.

BUT SINCE I HAD NCO [PEA HOW TC FILL THAT IN, T SPENT THE NEXT TWC DPaAYS LYING ARCUND IN THE SUN
DPOING NOTHING, ASKING IMFORTANT QUESTIONS LIKE "HOW CAN THERE BE BIRDPS ON BTHERIA ANYWAYP
SURE, I SUPFOSE THEY CAN SLEEF ON THE WATER, BUT WHERE DO THEY LAY Ecssrq "

e

V o, 3
Randa!

Good day

, Porit. ==
‘-..ﬁ_______,..-*-

[sa. ]
Got bored with the |5
\  bodypaint? 4

—

Ry 1 usually

Sy don't keep ib

e
o
- -

- on iP I'm doing a §

S (ot of dive work. ﬁ
v :ﬁ,fi Just makes a S

1 S Mess, _’

*

- o
A

— e e

'H,.--"' J-H--""-.
7 801 guess you've N
[ been salvaging Prom |
S Your ship? 4

- o
"1,1
\
\

(2

o ————

" Nunhm. Worked t:-tﬁf"’“‘wm~
/  allright. I saved pretity
( Much everything that wa-:a )
\ Worth saving. Took a lot o
N dives though. I_,_,r—'!‘“—}_l-b____
=" _— Fﬁ_ﬁ“‘m
7/ Andthenoncel
(‘ Finished that, I started )

L g-ﬂiﬂg bhmugh the 5UF'I|"EH; :
"'~....,_‘ ¢rew's data. v /
i ot P

_

/" Randa, there's a weird
thing in Gheir logs. You
remember Wou noticed

. bheylost 3 ROVZ  /

.
T,
S

By

-‘-|_|_|_‘-‘-

-,

B

I don't have inPormation on =

what happened to the A

ROV--there's nothing in the log, and
the only transmission to and Prom the
ROVs when they're underwater is sonar,

50 You
have

¢an't see what their cameras
recorded until they get back y
up to dump their data. .

f,f"' But whatever
happened, it spooked the
crew. They held position Por
the next two days. Doing
nothing. I think they were
trying to Pigure out what
to do next.

——
e ol

i

That's where they
were When Perdo
Pound them.

(

e

Come on, it's OK.
We'll take his boat.
You're entitled.

Toss him on his
boat and set it
adriPt. See which
rotis Pirst, him or
his holl.

I had Pour

wears' worth of
research on that ship. All
MY equipment. The diving
spits. I'm going to have to
try to borrow one just to
see What I ¢an
salvage.

Also, he killed a
Priend of mine.

> Ok, but we don't have
a way to investigate, unless
Wou want to risk losing

— another ROV ...

Ch, no, we do,
but it's ... ah ...
well, it's a
difPerent risk.

And it'll take a lob
of preparation.




o SHE TRAINED ME ON THE CONTROLS FOR HOURS-—I THINK MORE
OUT OF CONCERN FOR HER SHIF THAN ANYTHING ELSE. I CAN RUN

- JUST ABOUT ANY SMALL CRAFT IN THE &ALAXY AT THIS FOINT, AND

THIS ONE Was SC BASIC [T Was ALMOST DUMB. ACTUALLY, T HAD
TROUBLE BELIEVING SHE'D GONE TC THE DPEEFPS IN IT MaNY TIMES.

You've got a
secret lair! -

A Priend of mine was trying to
start a shipbuilding business in
here. It costs a Portune to hauvl ships
in as carge, Wou know. But he never
got Purther than making rowboats.
Which nobody wants.

... and no breach
remediation either?

There wouldn't be a point. This
isn't like an atmosphere or space craft.
When you breach there You lose pressure;
here you're letting it in. Sealants and patiches
wouldn't hold. And an integrity Pield would
heed 50 much power bo sustain it
wouldn't be workable.

I don't vse this
ship very much right
now, 50 I keep it here to
prevent people From
messing with it.

You know, that's

the second time I've T TSRS L
gobten the idea you've ’ﬂdﬁ F[r:rwn. like Plown =
Plown things that ﬁrpf it MyselP? No. Buk I was

= T E

4 E weren't in water. Xobio ¢rew on a couple of
: jobs Por several years.
Picked up some
knowledge.

Yeah, and here Wou have "

: a lot more knowledge than I
= do. It really shovid be you |
: s e, going down there.

: = My Dolphin had a rig to f
~ ' dock it underneath, and you *
could get: in through the keel
s hatch. --sigh-- We'll have to
o Pigure something else out
£ with the Seahorse.

It has to be you, though. ' Lt T
’ My reputation here is wrecked. IPI go
down and Pind something rotten, I likely
won't get anubody up here to believe it. You Besides, Wour
Mmight: be able to get it to stick, ¥ burden of proof is
stranger or not. . Mostly Por yourselP.

Ugh. : : : _ 7ou know, I
I'm dripping. =g gt G probably shovldn't be " : My loyalbies are with
It's molten in that You'll want that heat at B cnd helping Wou. As soon as you the Btherians. It's my planet
liktle cabin. B (ive thousand meters. = resolve this, you're going to : _ now too; I don't Pigure I'll ever
— report back, and you say she'll ' leave. And even i€ I did, I sbill
survey ... oSS wreck it.

" Well, I couldn't do
this without Yoo, se
I'm glad you are.

oy 0 Besides, I like
o | seeing you work in

:fﬂ‘f'b Your panties. I'm ot happy about

the mining either, but I think %
it's probably inevitable, and it
would be betber to have it go with
, Y someone Who at least has some
Lo/ Hanging around
Shokla has given me !
her attibude toward ;
clothing, I think.

sense of limits.

I don't picture Tyrell trashing /.
the place. she'd say it was 4 &

bad business practice. )
e e

|:. '_1
v L

g

:.ﬁ.-;l:'."; .h .-} e

THE NEXT DAY WE WENT BACK TO TOWN FOR SUFFLIES AND EGUIFMENT BEFORE HEADPING OUT. THE JOURNEY TOOK ANOTHER DAY AFTER THAT.

o :‘-:::"-.- — ._ ——I-h'_‘..-.
7 Now, Pemember s o
what T warned you o | ey
about the bottles ... AR IS T
: —_ PURKing out of 4
spnlight and I just .
started.

i -f“
o

0k

You'vegob a | By, TR “ ; & I don't — Also
distress ping on i, . know why Peels really
sonar, and I'll hear it, ull iy darkness Peels empty. Like,
| but once wou're below — more intimidating shovldn't I be Not that I can
"\ about 40001 can't _ - here than it does seeing more see anything
| get to Wou. . | ; in space ... Pish? unless it's right in
' - Pront of my--

-~




I'M SURE SOME OF YOU WERE WONDERING JUST HOW ,
LONG IT WOULD TAKE TO GET BACK TO WHERE WE What
WERE AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS STORY. she warned me

about witih the gas
botitiles. They've got two
valves, an avtomatic sensor
and a manuval saPety. But iP wou
disable the avtomatic Por
S0Me reason, You have to
also close oPf the
safety ...

I'm not
going to shake ib.
I've got to do
something to discourage
it,, bUt what? No
armament at all on
bhis thing ...

... or it builds vp
pressure, breaks
loose at the valve ...
and launches itself
Prom the ship.

Like an air
rocket.

x‘s \

The question is Wi U . b f .
Whether I can get D TWE ST S aa RSN %\,'f.: - > :
around to Pace it LR, e (NS N T ‘\‘
without getting i AR N TR A S

chomped ... A SRk N

— Ak r .
.
= [
[ ]
L
f e .
i ¥ L
... GOt i
p about three Bullseye!
seconds before
that botitile let:s
looze ...
Gave you '
indigestion, huh? .
Good. "
With any
[uck I won't run :
into any of your
Priends or Pamily the
rest of the way Hoh?Z
down ... There's light
COMiIng Prom
somebhing.
Should be almost there.
Whatever '‘there' is.
— -~ -
— ———— e
_-E_._'-——* R
o

Well, what do You know.




I see aPlex
hatchway over on this
side. I can vse it ... iFI
can get this ship to roll
hinety degrees and
st.ay that way ...

IP it weren't at
the bottom of the
ocean, I'd say this looked
like a refining plant.
Chemicals, or ...

I‘.-.'

Ch, no, hang on.
I know wWhat this is.
I bet.

.-.-,ﬂ',l_'j'lﬂ--- QH.- I:Tid Hﬂﬁ'
OHK, not by the book, have money on
but the seal's good. e "nobody here."

I don't imagine
they'd have a lock on
their hatch--it's not like
they'd get unexpected

lllllllll

visitors--bot there sure
could be someone waiting
For me on the other side.

It's not a Pully
automated
Pacility--this is good air,
hot even stale. They
wouldn't be bothering to
keep an atmosphere
circolating.

-
.
LA B I L

Too bad Por them.
I'm going to stun Pirst

Mavbe the
and ask questions later.

¢rew only needs
to check on it
every once in a
WwhileZ

And Isa thought I was
¢razy Por insisking on
bringing my carbine.

I CAME TO A ROOM THAT HAD BEEN SET UFP WITH A SOFA AND
SOME OTHER FURNITURE. SO0 PEOPLE DEFINITELY SPENT TIME L
Looking . HERE, THOUSH HOW OFTEN WAS UNCLEAR.
more and more \

like I was right ; /
every second.

YOU COULDPN'T PAY ME ENOUGH TO LIVE DOWN THERE.
NCOT EVEN FOR A DAY.

Oh, here we go.
Let's see what kind of
dirt I can get.

This is a
Mining-related Pacility,
or I'll eat my carbine.
Processing raw ore, or
something like that.

Looks like
whatever they do
outgasses a lot, too.

Well, I Ghink
that covers all my
questions.

... Now, the
problem is what to do
about ...

... A,

... I Ghink
destruction really is the
only answer here.



P :
ra-ché-g iﬁii the Mawbe more of a

console ... turn off hurry than I want!

these valves and the
gas buildup can't go
to overflow ...

... Which means

bhe primary gas

cateh bank will
explode.

That sounds
like something's
going to go any

second ...

And that'll
compromise the
station's inbegrity
enough that the pcean
will take the rest of it
apart in a hurry.

Why do I hear
something?

It's like ... vibrabions? Ib's
not the ship ... is something
vibrating the water?
I didn't hear the big Pish thing ...
lace collapses.

aPt camera

aPt camera
MY kingdom Por an

aft camera

- -i.-_ .

e
5 :';Fh.-'-iﬁ- '..'1
Jegeooow! =

Beam drill o 1 : i
Almost breached me. ]
Probably lePt @ scorch. TR ey .

Crew wasn't ~ ) e
in the station »
becauvse they were
out in their mining +
rig, dummy! . it

Gotta stay
ahead of that beam
... SOMEhoW,

Wait a minute.
Now I'm not hearing the

vibration as much. I can'tbe
outrunning them.

Did they stop?

\ Bub I'm not
sticking around to

pe ibs dessert.




- Haven't heard > )| ‘J
a damned thing
Prom who?

e —— :m--g. Where have n_qcru been?
o I don't pay You to hang e

Haven't heard a
damned thing From
Praz Perdo? That's
becavse he's dead.

heard a damned He got shot.

thing Prom-- 4

I sill haven's \._)_

Haven't heard a
damned thing Prom your
Mining crew? They're dead
too. A very big Pish bit
their ship in halP.

= :
Anyway, I just dropped

by to tell you that.
: And to tell you that I've
given all this inFormation to the ™,

Btherian Development Council, who ’*)

.r""" ... [ don't know what
\, You're talking about ...

Oh, stow that shit. .
|y Perdo you can pretend not to
know, but wour crew boss kept
very good records. Mawbe he
thought: he'd need them as
insurance one day.

have decided to cut you out. Your
Pellow plutocrats aren't any more

A\ ethical than you are, but you're 4 |
= now a liability.

‘1 ~~ Anybody who'd piss aF'P

— " Sela Tyrell is not someone bhey

/

Every meeting with you,

every check-in. That was your

operation down there, and you

could get in a lot of trouble Por
PUNRING it without bothering to get

of that, she's not going to be pleased

want to associate with. And speaking ]

with you, and Wou should pr'obamg
consider l_a]crurFapb:anﬁ real hard. |
ast

a charter. Lucky Por you, it's
destroyed now!

You destroyed it?
. Do you have any idea how much--

I didn't say I'd
done anything. I'm
just telling you what
happened.

By the way, i
that's all a done deal,

50 trying bo shut me op
aPter the Pact won't do you
any good. IF you send
someone to kill me, ib'll
just annﬂg me, and I'll
come Pind wou.

- Personally, I
thought what happened
to Your mining team was a
little harsh ... until I looked at
the data and learned about the
waste products your
refinery was putting in £
the water.

The big Pish in the
deeps weren't getting
3 dggressive because of lack of
ood; they were getting aggressive |
because your chemicals were 400 ﬂa'fggi ﬁgﬂﬁ; ﬁﬁgﬁhﬁ A
destroying their brains. _ Ny
A "J,.-:r
DR A G A et é

You can have
iz back aPter
she returns me

to bhe port.

P14,
o

50 Wou're leaving ... and
sgoh Tyrell will send someone and
we'll start over ...

Well ... it's my last
night here, and I thought
maybe we shovld have
sSoMeEWhere nice.

I don't think so.

I'm not saying Tyrell
doesn’t lie, but she's
too smart to tell a direct
lie about something I covld
50 easily check. IF she
says Plat-out that her
Mmines don't pollute, then
I have to assume
they don't
poliute.

And it's got a big
enough bed.

Besides, since I'm
recommending that she
hire gau as ecological
advisor For her operations on

20 Much Puss, IP
Wou want to Puck
underwater, why not just
Puck underwater?

work For
Tyrell!

What happens
when she does
something
horrible 2

Then Wou guit. And
Wou're no worse ofF than
Wou were before.

BLL iF she lisbens Lo
Wou, then maybe it'll
keep her From doing
something horrible. And if
Wou ask her to rein in the
Pishery, she'll have the
clout Lo do it.

And it'll restore

Btheria, and I think she'll do it

We don't all have
gills, you khow.

wour repukation with
the money, so Wou can
show your Pace without
being worried someone

will 6Py 60 Shoot it.

Plus the
arguments are going
to be a lot of Pun to

watch.

Ch, sure, l[dugh
now. Just wait Gill I
get Wou in as liaison

to the Btherians.

Hey, that's
not a bad
idea.

You betber come
back to check on us,
though.

I demand it.

. iIF I make the case strongly
_ enough, you'll be able to
; heep her honest.

I

-= MMMhb! -~

I don't think that'll
be a problem.

|"'-.

i |

&
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