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At least she had
enough sense to be

p WP
0 | cautiovs about
6 ) opening the door.
<R - .
?@ ] ' . You came!
6@ : ;. I...wasn't

s0re Wou

C\ _ ot

k- X
y an & She was still wearing
> ; temps, and a really
A bad wig--one of the
N I haan't seen Cheri in cheap ones they keep
e o two wears. We'd been around Por people Who
So this is what “running For your life” ! g gg-:m’ F?*Enﬁf urm? I don’t have anything
Peels like. " i stopped acting. I was betber. She was
e surprised to get a Pilthy, and looked like
I don't like it. % ! Message Prom her, and she hadn't slept or
Ttk i even More surprised eaten in a while.
; ‘1% o that she was Awake.
I shovlan't be here. Yy
I shovlan’t be Awake. ; - She had some trovble Come in. I
n,.ﬁx 4 telling me how bo Find need ko bell
And I definitely shouvldn't have just seen her--there aren't really You Some
MY Priend get murdered. dadresses ouG here st0Pp.

anymoere--but bhere was
enough information to
Pigure it ovb.

I hadn't been Awake in a
fong time, bot I s6ill had
enough of My instincts
1ePt 6o know this was a
"\ really bad place to be, gl
~ . especially Por an obviollss
— spifl. The Palling-apart. .
. ¢odt I'd gotten Prom Gh
leavings wasn't neariy
enough cameufiage.

But maybe we'd betiter
go back a bit.

I had a N
regular gig, Ruby.
It was a really good
gig ... at least I
thought it was.

¥ What's wrong -
with it ¥ I mean,
Weah, it's dirty,
but there's a
chair ...

I'm not sitting in
 there while we talk.

She was doing
something to My
head! It was like ... I
x o wasn't me anymore. I
It's not didn't: have any contirol
N/ saPe.ldon't over it. Not just what I
o want to be here, - was doing. What I &
8l and you shovldn't T Wwas thinking.
. be ¢rashing w \
B here.

" Nowhere
out here's
safe.

Some

parts are
saPer than And she changedme! 1

others. mean, the way I looked. I W
didn't have a problem with it ... |} —
I thought ... but I didn't give ~ gowhat
her permission either. At ( happened? I

I wanted to ofPer to buy her W [east I don't think I did? Mean, Wou got
something to eat, but I L OUL oF it ...
- o f;"’;’p Mol *- One morning my head was .
e o xR I | ; real clear all of @ sudden. Clearer S
Come on. g g ' bhan it had been in months. I don't know
There used to be a her--She couldn'c have Sent why. I realized what had been happening,
place in the Mile where R ILIRI Ll LAY what she'd been doing ...
You could still get E?“'f‘if g ook g j
somebhing sort of ir and a mattre I Preaked. I went bo my recall and 4
i S Woulan's bouch With gloves ok s oaD o and 16, L
o, both obviously scavenged, - 4 : 7
and nothing else. - .- -

APter we went
back and Porth on
that a little, I said
I'd take her to 8
place that Might
shelter her. IP it
was still there.
It'd been years.

Cheni ... why
meZ I mean, why
tell me? What did

Yoo want me to
do, exactliy?

You in
particular? You
were the only
person I could think
of who might come

out here and
We need to get listen.

You out of those
temps and that wig. You
might as well be walking

around with a sign on

Ruby, iP she could do that to Wour back.
M?—-wha glse can do it?

¥ one? .

RANE I Il o1 And Wou have to crash

I can't trust any of it now. I think __somewhere else. The
about it and my skin crawls. Wide-Eves will take wou, but
...0gh. Most of the other saPe

places cost money. You really ; Ijust ... 1

p 0 A a wanted someone
.. O%, but ... should go back to Sleep B ol gt

Cheri, you're _ ' S 5. About what
really not going to I am never . : e - happened. In

do Well Awake. going back to - S : o case--
sorry. : Sleep. : iy o _ o

F O . -

h.,

Knew wou'd
have to come out
sooner or later.

Bun, Ruby!

@et out of here!

L . w
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S0, weah, running Por my lice.

gL . And I'd gobben

1'% L Myself into 8
gorner. Really spill
oP me. I'd lost My
nstincts.

I Pight: well. I
could kick his
skinny ass--if not
Por that gun. Not
_ OUt here, where
\ You actually die.

|
1 15 he dead?
¥

UnPortunately no.
Did that woman tell
Wou anybhing?

“That woman"?
You mean, did My
Priend who just got
killed tell me

anybhing# ... 80PPY.

Yes, that's
what I mean.

Come on out., e You make

It'll be over real quick. =Sty Me come in there,
e it's gonna hurt--

s T ' Who dre wou?
It's Ok, he's down. £ S s Who's he?
What is all this

about? It's a long story.

Come with me. I can
explain, but let's go
~\ Somewhere safer. g8

I mean, hell, what was he doing ovt theref He was
obviously a spill boo--didn’'t even bobher with a wig--he
covld have been just as bad as bhe obher guy.

I covldn’t stop thinking about it while I was cleaning
up. Cheri was dead and she'd known soMeone was
after her. That's why she'd wanbed to tell somebody.
Whe wanted her dead? Way#

Um. No, I don’t think so.
S0rry.
Thanks Por saving My liPe,
though.

- S

I checked twice toMake sure he wasn' .
Pollowing me @s I ran back to the Sleep Pacilitn.

I'M CLOSING UF
NOW, MS. MARTINEZ.

- P\ SLEEP WELL.

BY the next day, though, I was already too distracked to think about it. - - .
I'had a lot of work just then. : _é k . \

Look, I Peel silly explaining this sEUFP, bUE who knowsZ Maube you're one of the
great-great-great-grandchildren of the LiPeship Arcturvs crew and wou Finally
mdade it back. Maybe you're an alien. Mawbe you're Prom an dlternate Earth that
didn’t go this way.

L OK, s0, welcome to Earth. We had a lot of problems, and about twe hondred wears
" dgo, we solved a bunch of them Por good.

o~ S -

i Ll

S We solved the Pood problem ... g -
B T R

... and all of a svdden a lot of people had
g lot of time on their hands, not having to
& PUR 80 hard just bo survive anymere ...
SUFT | and they started to get really bored.

R
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You know what people do when ::ﬁy 're really bored?

.I‘ y 'i' i"
L

Along came Erasmus Barker, who invented the Sleep technology. Now everybody
could go of P and live in their own dream world! Paradise For all!

... Sorta.

Erdsmus and his heirs weren't giving it away. So at First you had to be Pilbhy rich
Lo get inbo Slesp. Then the rich people redlized they didn't have anybody to expioit.

Alsg, 6urns out a lot of pecple don't have Much imagination, and weren't real good
at Making their own casties or whatever, and they were getting bored again.
THIS UNFINISHED POBTRAIT OF
EBASMUS BABKEE BY HIS 5ISTEE

BEEYL 15 THE &ONLY EECLOED WE
HAVE £F HIS AFFEAEBANCE.- —T

B0 HoW Most people pay A3
their bed Fees in Sleep by Ve
working Por other people, Al e
and most of that work is R <
in entertainment. =8 4 &
Not all o the v

.JI-'r B -

enbertainment has sex in
it--I've watched a8 couple
of passives that were

completely clean! Just ’
Most of it. And private i
scendrios are almost =
aiways about the 4
customer gebbing ofp. /

I vsed to be ohe of the
actors in these
sgendries, But I Pound
ot I could credte them
instead, and that I was
pretty good at it. So now
I'M a8 writen/director. OK, Which oP You is
going to climb on his [ap?
We need to Pigure that
oLt ahead of time.

It's a weird system. I Lhink everybody adamits that.




How did Wou get in here? This is a
\ | private space.
‘\ Actually, no, don't answer that. I don't want to
know. Go ahead, talk. But hurry. This
scenario is Por tonight.

~ Not here. 1t's boo

/  easy to monitor, and I

No, don't start on the bed. don’t have a good secure
There's got to be some buildup, You space right now.
knowZ Anticipation is important. s g
I covld come Pind You in J
You should be sitting at the table when he h  YOUP PREPTOoM, ah,
comes in. Look a little like he has to = il J
7 1 haven't been Awake

convince You. He likes that. ;
= S in Pour years and you want

"I hate to inberrupt, but we Me out bhere Por a second
really do need to talk. _ Lime in two days?

~= Sigh ==
Look, let me Pinish With the
Emerald Princess Pirst. I'll
Mmeet You in an hour.

'E-G' thiﬁ lr'ﬁ -:_ I.I 7 i_: - ] e A r i__.__.-""-. Ghr gFEﬂb.I , .
about the woman - | RS / Solhavetoiook \ B
that Cheriwas (R = il e | around every corner Por | LS
working Por? The one 3 him now? Why didn't  /
she thought was Wou just kill him? _~
Messing with her -
head?

I'M not: @
murderer! Anyway, it

! wouldn't matter. IP it
‘ _f wasn't him there'd be /

somebody else. £

e T30 ix J & : \ | R
S shewasright. SO Y

e '

7 Some people--we don't know

/[ how many--have Pigured out how to
 break the rules. They alter things in
| Sleep bhey shouldn't be able to
B

o

W  @Ereene seems
o determined to keep it
a secret. Which means
she doesn't know there
, are other people who
¢an do it boo.

control. Obher people's scenarios,
other people's minds--they suck
people inbko their scenarios, and if
= You stay in bhem, Wou start to

. 5 p
e, b
T —— |

. Peel like theirs are yours. ~— " . The only way to
m.: ¢an get stuck. : ‘ /  geb her off your
: : [ back is to get prooP

| she's manipulating

\  Sleep, and then

\ remove her ability
bo do it.

Why does ™\

that sound like "'nl

Her name is Julia Greene. The
asshole with the gun is named Cole. He's ™ ' J .
working Por her. He's trying to kill anyone who ) ”'grigﬁugg’-‘lhﬂgrtﬂ-" r
knows about what she can do, I think. / St

i ng i o - Look, I'M the éHh_q person on
. .Wh ch means you're in daﬂger'.f Buckgopetie’? i}

A 5% I could really use some help.

]
- -_'.FI

His name--actvally I was beginning to wonder iP I was vsing the right pronoun--was Leyna.
I'm not sauing I agreed to help him just becavse I was redlly curious about hiM, but that contributed, Por sure.

I'd never been in this particolar hole-in-the-wall
2ivb before, Which is saying a iot.

W

- It's

algorithmic. It

keeps people

Prom noticing That's why Wou

~ - Mme. ignored me until I

said hello. You saw

me but your brain
said it wasn't

important.

Good trick. Do you
alwaus wear that
when you go out?

Right now, wes. I

I don't know why, in 8@ world where you can Make " _ couldn't change My r
our ¢lub look like anything Wou want, Wou decide : dppearance or You wouldn't
bo make it dark and grobby. Probably For the know Mme, and there are
same redson I do More scenarios in crombling people looking Por me I

stione castles than Five-star hotel suites. don't want Pinding me.

People are weird.

... All Pight,
But ib's OK iP Pine. 50 why are

. we ¥4
people are looking we here?
Por me, huhZ

Cole hasn't
come back into
Sleep, and he and
Greene won't " :
coMmMLnicate via The dancer.
message. 4o @Greene Her name's
doesn’t know who Orchid. She's one

Wou are yet. oP the only two
who've managed to
get: loose From
Bot you're still @Greene's
using me as bait. Admit influence.
it. You want me to go ﬁfﬂh T —— ey’ e
MY neck into trouble. Why o ~/ . e
don't you change Yeah, and the other's G W = € li—
appearance and go in dead. e \ have anidea. ,
WourselP? - : s -
Are we sure she got completely Pree,
like CheriZ What iP she's still under

This needs backup. IP wou &Ereene's inPluence? That could be Very. And I don't know.

go in and get in trouble, I ¢an get kind of important. That's part of the problem. T § : NP
You out of it. IP I go in and get , haven't Pigured out a way to N7 I'll need to change™,
stuck, You can't. Same as iP I Ry 5, approach her that she'l listen to, , | Pirst. This is the )

tried to do this alone. but that doesn't give vs away. L& \ wrong look Por it. /




8p I just
Pigured, iF Cheri - You don't

wasn't wanking my ' want that gig.
chain, then you'd Trust me.

know how I can, L
like, get in on \ -

Ch, well, if you
want to keep it to
yoursell, I get it ...
Just hoped mawbe
there was room Por
one more ..

You don’t
get it. Take a
good look at me.
This doesn't come
oPP. I can't get rid
of ib. You want to
be like this? g

Ican't
remember a lot
Y oPfthings ... can't
remember my recall ...
doing well to
remember my name,
some days ...

I want a gig
witih somebody
classy Por a change,
Wknow? I'm tired of
busting my ass Por
greasy old men in
back rooms.

v

s

There were no good approdches
Erom there, unless I decided I

could Erust her.
I decided I was going to have to.

O¥, look. I'm sorry I

wasn't honest. I'm trying
to get prooP that Greene’s
Messing with people without

their consent, so she can

be stopped.

I'm the proo?.
— Yes, but we sbill
need to get to her. We
heed to catich her at it. And
she hides in that hotel
almost all the time.

S— ———— .
i.; P ghe gives
@ parties. There's one
= tonight. She doesn't check
Who ¢rashes, dJust wear
‘ something Plashy and
pretend Wou're ohe of

—~, that crowd.

;

.I.:'-_ 2 .
oy - e T
T

A

Don't thank me. I
don't think wou should
go. You may not make

iG back out.

-

@reene operated the Hotel Martinique. "Hotels" in Sleep are really just places Por people to do things they don't want to do in @ private space For some reason. Usvally that means it's
people who want to have sex WikhoUt going bo soMeone else's personal space bo do it. Most "hotels” don't bother bo be swank--they're places where Wou rent a bed, ne illusions about it.

The Martinique did bother ... 50 it got a lot of the upscale sex-party business.

-y e
First impression, I woulan'c have called this one

d sex party ... bub it looked like it covld torn
into one if Wou gave it another covple of hours.

" i ¥

:-I:Lt.
. W

Just
OW 0CCUNS
to me Leyna
never did tell
__Mewhat I don't know you.
Greene looked Are you a gate-crashen?
like. How exciting!

Still, it's her
party, surely
she won't be

hard to spot--

i _,i:#

Well, wou're welcome

to stay, but there's 3
condition. You have to

dance with me.

You want to
dance with me,
don't you?




Everything that happened after that is kind of blurry in my head.

Q

But I remember, later, just as I was Palling asleep, she sdid:

I don't know how much [ater it was when I woke

: up. Might have been Mmorning by then. she liked
fou re @ good dancer. really heavy cortains that didn't let in dawlight,

Now I'll make you perfect. and I didn't open them to check.

IPelt ... dirty. I don't Mean Prom what I'd been
doing, 6hat aidn’'t bother me. I mean I Pelt like I
needed a shower. ILchy, except not exactiy.

I didn't catch on until I got inbo Ehe bathroom.

It shocked me right

oUt of Whatever she'd -

done to My head. I

Ads I was getting Y 5
MyselP back together, - _
I heard her Mmoving bl | S N\
arouvnd in the bedroom. Faae Y9 el

X - =

i T

IF she saw me she'd probably just mess me vp
again, and I wasn't in condition to try to Pight it.
so I recalled.

LT TAALLS = w
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r And by the way, wou were

\_  Supposedto rescue me.

",
‘"‘1._ e
e

e o
P
i -~

;’; I was working on it! I didn't
i |-“ expect wou to Pall in so Past. she
[\ hadyou less than ten minvtes

| \_ aPber you crashed the party!

.

o “"-.._
s~ Yeah she ~N———

{
| guard too. I didn't
\ even get to trito

-.
\.__

cavght me off 1\ AN

)

i
i
i
b

_ resistit.”

o -
--|— _.—-'-F‘-

I warned you.
I didl.

At least you got ouk.

Aetvally ... I can
gets rid of this any
time I want.

I'm leaving
it on becauvse I think it's
going to be usePul. I have a
plan to deal with her. And I
need your help.

Ruby ...
I'm worried.

I just don't think
this is going to work.
I mean ...

~ 4o I'm done now,

right¥ You go put her in 3

jail or kick her ovt of
Sleep or whabever.,

I wish. Now comes the"
hard part. Ad doesn't: have
anything like a jail, I can't get
her thrown out: easily Por
anything but nonpawment, and
I'm not: going to kill her even
iF it were possible.

Wait, o this
was all a waste of
Lime? You don't have

anything you can
actually de?

I could probably do
something, if I knew what to do.

We want to put her someplace where
she can't cavse any more harm,
including to herself. That'd be the
humane thing. But I'm not sure
how to do that.

oy

/" What did you do
last time Yo cauvght
a manipulator?

Ah, well, see ...

I'm not
going back in
there again.

I barely got
out last time.

It's not going to be
like that. There's
sgmecne who's going to be
watching. IF it goes sour,
he'll pull vs both out.

He's trying to Pind
out your recall. I know
Wou haven't been able to
alter your appearance on
Wour own, bub once You have
that again, you can load a
preset. IL'l also help
clear your mind.

You've
got to be more
posibive. This
depends on how
persuasive we can be.
We need to both hit her
as hard as we ¢an, and
we have to at least
sound like we're
absolutely sure of
ourselves,

We have the
upper hand
becavse she'll Lhink
we're still under her
control. We take that
opening and push.

But how
do Wou know
there's even an
opening?

A couple of
reasons. Partiy
something she said.

I'm gplibtre p
pissed off at myself —__
Por not doing betber, [
honestly. .~

e

e
e

.
e
—
"-..__H_ :..___::_1_

R,

o

Don't be. You broke out on Your S

own! That's impressive. I was still
—\ trying o Pigure out the best way to do

R it, and you did it your

— I

--.',-T. - .\._F_{- s
e B " "".
" . _._:_-._
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e

i
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r This is the Pirst one?
You know, there's a lot of stUPP
Wou didn't bother to tell me.

OMK, I have an idea. But ...
Seems like you can do all kinds of things, like
break into private spaces and spy on people ...
¢an wou Pind out somebody's recall?

e

" Nobody but the
person themselves can
vse their recall.

I don't want to vse it.. I want to
Find out what it is. So I can tell them
what it is, so they can vse it. Orchid

can't remember her recall.

—

~ Orchia?
Can we trust her?

I think so. Anyway, we
need her. And she needs her
b recall. Can you get it? V|

Maybe. Recall method is
very secreb personal data. IP I
Make a case, then my--that is, I

bhink I can learn it if I have a
. redlly good reason to get it.

What do
Wou have in
mind?z

e
i

o

&

self. 7/ Anyway

—~ e
/" Yes. I'm sorry you S
( had to go through that | — —

Eo get it.

-"—
—
ey T
!

-. e,
| o
S,
Ty
-
-f
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Well,
I mean, it was kind oP Pun. But I

o

-

, Jou wanted ™

| prook ... you've sure as }
hell ot it now.

-
S

1.""'_-’-
_.-—-—'_'_II' \___'__‘—-——_

Oh ...

e,

.

T

n,

actvally, it wasn't horrible.

wouldn't want to do it Porever,

o

Wknow?

7 Wouldn't have been ™
/ Porever even iP I Pucked Lp.
[ She's not paving the bed Pees

For the people she messes with.

Eventually they get

bhrown out

\ OF &leep Por nonpayment and /
AN they recover., N

not going to hold
that over you. When he
gets Wour recall, you can
have it whether wou
help or not.

She sdid she was
going to make me
“perPect." I think she
really meant that.

She thinks
she's making vs

"
k!
)

A

But I don't know

iP I can do this b

/]

’
.'#

myself. With both of vs,
I'm sure we can.

perPect. Making vs happy.
Like it's everything we

could want.

I gy S

7 Andthat tellsus

what we need to know
about her.

¥
JII
=




No, dulia.
We've come to give you
what you reallywant.

We know Wou
want to be like vs.
Every time Wou made
one of vs, You Wished
it was you.

You want bo be a
dancer too.

Perfect.

Forever.

You know what
to do. You know
how to do it.

Nothing's

[ stopping you.
) SE0PPing 1oo. %

Be one of vs.
Pance with vs.

!

No, that's not ...

You came back/
I knew Wou couldn't be
without me Por long ...

You've come
back to dance
with me.




The three of Us got bogether d couple of weeks later. Leynad proposed the lobby of the Hotel Martinique.
I hadn't realized until then that she--by now I was pretty sure it was 'she'--had a sense of humor.

S0 how are
Wou doing?
Back to
normal?

I imagined Juiia
@reene wandering
throvgh a series of
private rooms and
parties, dancing and
Pucking, oblivious to
everything else.

Part of My mind said
that was a horrible
thing o inflict on
someone. Anobher
part thought it was
a8 MUch better
ehding than she
deserved.

I do get paid Por this, You know.
We'd dePinitely compensate you Por time
spent working on this stuPP. You wouldn't

have to give up your other job.

Anyway, I checked; You could walk inbo S
Your agencies aPter being away For months
and they'd Pall over themselves to hand Wou

work. You're very much in demand.

Kind of a waste of your skills, if you
ask me, but I'm supposed to be
buttering you vp right now.

You're not doing 8
very good job.

Yeah, I know.

More or less. I
mean, I'm not
exactiy the same. I
don't Ghink MY eyes
vsed to be purple.
But I like it.

/

/
]

&
y w‘* N\
1Y)
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You're O

probably

wondering about

\ Greene. I know

. Pubyis.
e i

-

Whatever I am now,

I'm OB with it. To get
back to what I was
bePore, I'd have to Porget
everything that happened,
right¥ And I don't think |
that'd be a good idea, /

N evenif I could. f__,—-*"

.-"‘r

S0 now we really are done.

Are you kidding?
Look, I already have a job. A job I
like, that: doesn't involve me
risking my life, or my mind.

-—
o

- ™

Remember, the only reason °
helped wou at all was becavse

soMeone was trying to kill me.

T o
et

_~"8he's still in the hotel. ~~

She hasn't really run it in N

( wears, she has people For that.
\_ I've made sure they'll take

. care of her.

= - '

~ Wedidn't tell them ™~
/' it's her. 8aPer not to. She
apparently wasn't a very
nice boss.

"IP you like"Z What:
does that mean?

Well ...
I was wondering if you'd like to help
Me on a regular basis. There are more
like Greene [urking around A4.

And you did an amazing
job under difficult
circomstbances.

You haven't noticed, but Wou're
very good at this. You took everything
in atride. You shook oPF her control and got
out by yourself. You came up with a brilliant
idea Por dealing with her, and made it
happen. All I did was stand watch and
look Up inPormation.

ot e || e
Well, thank you.
But I can't aPford it.

I'll think about it, Ok?

The other
dancers have all
recovered. Mostiy they
don't remember anybhing.
I don't know why you two
took away more, but I bet:
it connegts to how you
managed o break out
On Wour own.

... fou're going to

take that as a
aren't you

yes,

=
3

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR IRORE EXCITING ADVENTURES OF THE SUEEFER QDY




