. he told Banker, "Who do SRS
4 g:lau think You're Pucking with? I N !
( don't, rent Prom you, and T'm damned| o

~ iPI'mpaying twice.IPIgoto [
\. Brendan with this, how hard do - don't want to do ﬁhﬂi‘a, The last
: person who did that is having

S WoU think he'll kick wour ass?" 4
“l'i’,. [ ek <\ trouble making words of more than
~ & one syllable now. Have you met
MY partnerz"

ASSIFIED
G

INCIDENT REPORT
10

S\

sequence #

Title:

Changes in Upper Management

Submitted by:
Trilby (Words and images)

Thing is, Bill had ™
heard rumors
already ... /

Description of Incident:

S0 b burns ovt, actual debective work is
pretty dull, especially the part where wou do
nothing but eavesdrop For hours in hope of
overhearing somebhing you actually wank.

I was helping Leyna, despite My ongoing

i550es With dtrdnjgﬁﬁ becavse I agreed
getting the dirt on Claybon Barker was in the
general good. But aPter & long day lurking, I

was regretting that decision a little bit.

_— The sbory is this new
7 partner of his is some kind of, I
don't know, wit:ch or something. she
Mmesses with people. I know, it sounds |
ridiculovs. But Jimmy Grand rolled over
\ and started paying Barker without a
‘x sound, and You kHow how much
‘x_ Jivmy hated his gut‘-a

"'|-|_

waﬁ all I got all dag Ithmh
pecple are scared to

Siaiias it Definitely.

Otherwise I'd be trying

- What did you
think of your Pirst
time in the outlit,

though?

You know, I Pigured S
it was geoing to be like
being invisible. But no,
bhey seeyou, bhey just
ignore Wou completeln.
What are they
seeing?

They're seeing
Wou. But the suit
sends a message that
Wou're somecne they
don't need to pay any
attention to.
Unimportant.

Well,it's a
neat trick,

.. because neither your <
resources nor Mine have come bp
with a damned thing that's solid, and \
Wet we have romors all over the place |
that a malicious actor is helping £
him do dirty work.

IP it's true, I don't need
to tell wou how dangerous
\ that makes him.

I think we're
going to need to
recruit someone else
inside the Pamily. I'm
thinking Pavline.

" Well, the partner
wasn't actually with '\
[ Barker that aPternoon. It
was like, Wou know, a

P ' happened with

BillZ

e

r

| warning shot. Bill saus he's|

~ \probably going to have to

He's

\ pay. Or close uvp. i @IS |
‘ " . ‘.I_F_ = : .- : .' )
4 ‘ £

A\ shitless. / |

""--..

!' * ! Epeahmg of that: ..
7 1 looked vp While I was ‘x

and I was being watiched. I

7 listening to that cnnver*sabian'?")

S\ mean, she was watching all o

ib,

but I Pelt lilkke me /
especially.

_~"But here's bhe thing:

she saw me. I mean, she O\

dePinit:ely noticed me. And
what's more, when she realized I)
saw her, she was surprised. |
She ran off as soon as she /

Pale skin?

caughton. "

.

e

___“h“‘
n E d .x'h,_

enes? Wears a svit
that looks kind of |

like ours? -
Uh ... yes '

/" now that A
Iu\ mention ib. Flend ) —
N oPYoursT 7 No.Bub I've TN
T~/—"/ Seenher Pour

times. I don't know iP
we're the only thing
\ she's watching, but
\, We're definitely on
"'--\_‘H her list.

...r-"'"_'_"' o—
I think her ™
*"" ﬁunt May Work the
l:f:-am-ﬂ way. Did you geb 3
read with the goggles,
\ or did she vanish too /

“'1.

"Llrlhnawn " J - .
~_ "~ Yeah, that's what I geb

.,.f too.

( We'll just have to keep an eye out.
nraht now I'm more worried about
Clayton ..

-~

o
You sure? Putting aside "‘--‘_
Whether she has the same, ah,
biases as some of the other rl'amng:

Mmembers ..

. you realize hat iP we dcn'

that we'll be exposing our  /
relationship to her. -~

-

A

e
e

I mean, Idon't

t care, but it sure seemed )

\'1.

g

Jou khow, N\
Pavline has never
Porgotten when
Prentiss tried Lo insist |
she couldn't take control
of Buth's shares just
becauvse Buth had
conceived her with

; H another woman.
Ah, god, Prentias. I'm

50 glad he assigned Josiah \—
his shares and went off to

N

growl at the sky or

x.\whatever' he does now. /

" 1
"-\‘_ o

v

i -""'f_-.—._._.

-— L

/ Anyway, I
think Pavline's
pretty good both
k with this Pamily's
 Weindnesses and
its biases.

" someboay else, becavse
it's looking like the only
\  workable course of
. actionis ...

like you did. -~

_._.-l"-




... ConPronting
Clauton directily. Which
would be unpleasant even if he
didn't have help From this
manipulator. Now it'll be
dangerous.,

But I can't see any
other way to --

But, no, she Gook it like
that and Eh-ﬂﬂ she didn't
spedk to me Por two weeks,
and when she Pinally did call it
was like she pretended none
of it had happened ...

Seeing a
lot of that
kind of thing 1 think

latety. there should be
more of it. Makes the
place more
interesting.

Aw, you don't
like it 7 It's
harmless,

I didn't
say that!

I'm just wondering
Why there seems
to be a lot more
of it all of 8
shdden.

On'I
Lhink I can explain
that. Or, better yet: I

... 80 she said, well, iF "\
Wou F"v:l that way, than you
don't have 60 show p ab all, and \
I'm like, damn, no need to get all
snotty about it, people have
COMMIEMeEntS sonmetinmes, it
: HEEEEHE-, it's not @ personal

Nope,
one hundred
percent serious.

I don't think they spent

a ot of time on the
name.

¢an show You.

But we probably want to
change clothes Pirst, so
they don't just
ighore s,

mm— : Oh! Well,

., : - . _— — -
Good aPternoon! “Uh ... o, we " > T i 7" you have great ‘“ " _‘a -
Welcome to Morphic gl ,. biming. AZu is ] e ﬁ'
Labs. Are You here Por ) ‘\,;,,-f"_ B "R\ proceeding witha | _——- gy -

) a consolbation? 4 My Priend here is customer r':ghb Vi 4 T's ?OH bo ™\

- / ﬂansraermg vsing your OW. ( watch? It seems )

services and would like to 1 .private.

know more about the mutera?ﬁ—_-ﬁﬂ“fi‘:u

C -
pﬂ%ﬁiﬁabﬁgg.?;ﬁ'_e 4 IP the customer were ™\

concerned, Azu would have )
closed the e:ur*taini._r .

(7

Some of our customers
choose stock modifications; obhers ™
want custom work. This one is custom \
work. she's already had a couple of /
canﬁulfsamona with Azu. Now they're

.||'

Ty ready to proceed. =
S =

e

_—The
" completed look i5 ™
retdined in the "‘a,
' customenr's '5"13'[:-'-'5' MPMGF'HI"I
| 50 that the customer can 1
\sWitch to that appearance/
easily whenever she /
~ likes. _/

A %a what da
/" You think? Is there

o/ iy : ; - L a new look we can )
provide Por you

- The order of
" alterations depends on what's
being done. Here, the appliances and
obher add-ons the customer has

requested are all such that it's better L~ ' . - | ' \
; to adjust bhe skin and body ,( You'linoe bhat I : : 1 ‘

& todaw? '

e Ehis is @ non-invasive
%5, Markinga plrak. process, completely M
painless.

B

— T

/Uh ... thank you,™,

([ that was very ‘1

\ inPormative. I'll .. £
ret You know. =




Meanwhile, in 8 clvb that vsed o be ruon
by Bianca Zildan ... until she vanished ... *

Bot I know
the souk! I know all the
dirt; who's dealing with
whom, who's got
grudges ...

You could use the help
of somebody Who knows
that kind of thing.

ol
—-—_-—l""-:-—-
I don't want help.
I don't need whatever
inPormation wou think You ¢an offer
me. And I don't, take on
lievbenants.

Ear!atta and
Patrick came to me

Ch, Percy.

You know, getting Wour memory
back aPter Zildan vanished
did Wou no Pavors,

£ 3 4 .
by by Ty, ]
S - N F
§ i -
T 1= i |

]

Prom what was lePt of
atrunk's business* with

the same idea.

#* SLE EFEE SGUAD #&, WHICH Yol SHOULD ALSE SEE IF -
YE DON'T KNCW HEOW FPERCY &2T N THIS CONDITICN. =T E‘H_"

I covld ofPer Wou the
same position, but you don't
[ook inberested in that.

improved Wou

I did Pind them
posibions in my
organization, though,
ds You can see,

# _WOE STRUNK HAS AL-S2 VANISHED

MYSTERICUSL Y. YES, ALSED 55 #5.- —T

Ch, see. S0
cooperative! They tell
me Zildan's changes really
. Apparentiy

Wou were a huge asshole
bePore. Now wou're nice
and timid.

Just as well.
Two dogs is enough.
And I have something
else in mind Por you,
anyway.

mistake

personality

Her only

was not

being good enough to
have Your new

stick after

she Was gone.

I won't make that

Look at my
pendant,
please.

mistake.

That's right,, keep
looking. Focus on the

pendant. It'

5 50 bright.

You can't look at
anything else.

We're going
to empty that

head For

good and

put something a lot

more Pun

in there

instead.

S0 You're
hot going to be
getbing a pair of =
antlers anytime /-~ Not even Por shock valve.

Soon< How about beeP &tir-Pry Por
dinner? I think I want something
with meat. .

o

i

",
T

Chef's choice. I'll U8

eat anything. &

1 {.‘v"'}‘.-—._-_-_-‘hh"“'-..

/80 ... 1 don't bhink
* You've ever really
explained Claytion's deal.
Is he just an asshole? Or
does he have a legitimate

gripe against the other

- gl Oof. sure
sdMkers £

¥ Wouwant to
know?Z This is deep
Barker lore. I
wouldn't know it
mysell if Midnight
hadn't Porced
me to.

e,

~  OMW.First oPP, ~
/ Clayton's the same generation ™
/ as Hamilton, Ezekiel, Monica, and
| Nathaniel ... but he's a Pair bit older |
\  than them. The problem starts
. With his gr-andi?ather
. Josiah's generation. .

L
_._,_ﬂ e __‘_

His maternal .
grandfather. I want to
say "Jacob"7 Hard to
remember the names. He never
married, but he Fooled around
\ With a lot of women, and Prom /
s those ligisons he ended up &
> with bwo davghters.

e

ey
"1““.

-~
.r'!

- ,..-'..-"

People don't use hotels in Sleep Por sleeping. They vse Lhem
Por Punctions--sometimes, very privabe Punctions. The little
rooMs in bhe so-called capsule hotels, Por example, have only
one purpose ... and in this one, a guest is getting impatient.

Twenty minvtes
[ate. I'll definitely be
making a complaint.

P
T ——

. _Hj.ln'ﬁ.

| § ."'lll
el |\ 3it, whatZ |y

- 4

=

7

The Barkers theoretically

¢an pass their shares to
whomever they please. In practice,
apparently,
an unoPPicial veto.

et
",

Jacob wanted his shares split
between his two davghters when he -
died, and Jdosiah and his brother Prentiss
threw a Pit. Said you can't inherit if you're
illegitimate. They won. The dauvghters got
soMe cash, but not: the shares, which is 4
where the recurring money is. &

Ehere is somebimes

___..-'d:":-

50 ho shares
~_ | passed to Clayton, )
Yes, but he's also an asshole. ™\ and he resents
N that. =
He did inherit; enough cash to makea N\ T
legitimate stake somewhere, but he got inte
rotten stUPF instead. He pretty much invented the
protection racket in A4, Not something I'd want
, Lo be known Por. And now he's apparentiy
b taking over the loansharking, with strunk
and the others gone.

e

i‘ i‘
lri ﬂi
s

——

What =

did happen

. boJdacob's
N\ shares? /

e

-,

"1.._‘

7 I'mnot sure. I'd have s,
to ask Midnight. she
rebains an amazin

amount of this stuPF.

Not what wou
were expecting,
perhaps?

Is this a joke? I
didn't order a
Prealk--

|

1

|
)




/ Relax, honey.
" You're going to
have the best
\ time. You won't |

L believe it.

Now, hold on--

I just want to give
Wou a kiss Pirst.

AMM de MM
da dee

—l-'_._._.___-_‘_-_hl—

: - .Buby tells me
e there's never all that much
I demand Por that kind of thing in |

scenarios. Is that your
experience also? - -

.-f.

_|-

| E——— Uepﬂﬂdﬁ on Who's Writing ™~
bhe scene. Ruby gets bored, 50 ~
( 5he tries to sell the customer on the
,  More unusval stuPP whenever she ,al
M\ can.She'sbegunto havea /
—T, reputation Porit. 7

T 2

e,
e =
- e
_—

S,
-

= 4.—_.-—'_:_____

il "Bt lePt to their own ~
” devices, the customer oPten has ™,
*.rem_q conservative tastes, yes. IP Ruby'
were here she'd say "if they just wanb)
. bo gointo a room and Puck, bhey
. dan t need me to--"

][

Good heavens.

- ""___'___‘_'_"‘-"--..

-“-
"

,,-* Well, they're alive. ™

And thea don't look like
\anyone's Used that carpet)
"x\ beater on them. ¢

S "
_I_,:":',-r"" e I
e —

~

e

7/ Arethey ‘u L

/ eonscious? Theg e\

' hot Moving or making
any noise. I guess we ,
. should try to ,.a' \
urlcham bhem. f, —

T e ",.f
&

( Yes, I suppose so.




...--'""_'_._-_-_'_'_"""'--..,_
- S
... When we took them ™
/ down, we realized they
weren't reacting becavse they
couldn't move. They were
appar*entrl_q too out of it tu

N recallas wert

Each one
had a bite mark.
Human-sized mouth, but
with Fangs.

| Now, iP that bite made the
| victim react as if they'd been
given a paralytic, that's an
algorithmic Punction. That's
pretty tricky Por
someone bo devise
. themselves.

A Pew hours
[ater, one of the three
Finally recovered enough
to epeadk. He said it was a
woman with a lower body
like @ snake and a
cobra hood.

o

> ~ You say the =
Venom is wearing off. ™~
80 no permanent damage ‘
was done, as if that really }'
\as any meaning in Gleep /
anyway.

?:;-.::'—:x\-\.
s t“

~"Did You bother 6o~ H,:,_:

/" look into the identities H\

/ 0P the three men? They're \
( horrible people. They trap )

4

people inko hasty
| arrangements, abuse their |
\ employees, extort sex 4
HKPFQM them ... the sign /
. Was accurate.

7 IPT gave someone the .
ability to inPlict even a biny
bit: oF what those creeps )
deserve, I don't consider

.  that a bad thing. P £

T

——
‘r.l"

y And given what

/ ou've told me aboub
wour role and why you Peel
entitled to inberrogate me
at all, I don't: think you're in

~ Christ, Barker.
What part of "go to
hell" didn't wou
understand From
[ast time?

You don't
control my space or
MY Connections. You're
just trying to shake me
down, and I'm not

going £o PlayY. i ot scared

of wou or that
demented cuont you're
rURning with now, so
Puck oPP.

a position to complain
b\ about Prontier justice.
X

i
",

o

Get away
From me,
bitich--

Pennis! I don't
think you
pnderstand. I'm
trying o make this
easier Por you.

We couvld take you
/7 soMewhere and beat you
{ 'senseless Por as man Y times as)
it took Por You to catch on, but
% rearru Wou don't want that,

arld neither do we. _ *:‘;

o

-‘-‘__—— ——'__-.-

,
&,
Y

Much, much
simpler to just look into
MY eyes and let me empty
out your head, don't you
_ think? No Puss. No pain. /
~~._ Nice and gentle. -~

) You want to
krow iF this was one
oF my customenrs,

Bot even iP it was, I have
Lheir privacy to
consider. Why should I
tell you? p

What: a nasty thing
to call me!

Why, we've never even met
before now.

~ Well, if she
f;” managed to come vp
with it: on her own, then we
(prababm have to go learn her
:r:ientitg,! and Pind out how
.. dangerous she is.

:' IP it was you, though,

don't you think it's a little |
irresponsible giving people
abilities like that? £

Yeah, but
she's right.

s

1 didlook up the
'I{ vickims, and they did \
\{ deserve what: they got. |

. Andmore. A

f e wiil

~"To be honest, I -
f”f on't know why I ewen\x
wanted to talk to her
about it. Hell, if Lov and I
hadn't decided to walk that
: way this morning, I'd
e . hever have known or /
- "-‘;:;, cared. 4
~ Maybe you X
just don't like a
Mmystery.
Maybe. But ... <
I don't know. There's A
something that bothers me about
all this. I know you're going tio
say it's just me being Pusty,
but there's something else
setking ofF alarms.
Well, if you
Pigure out what it
is, tell me.

f




I wish he'd give
Mmore warning ... A6 2
least I trained him 6o
call Pirst aPter that ¢
little incident.®

NI

Getting
Pennis under
control is a big deal.
With him in, most of the
others who haven't
cooperated will Pall
into line.

Damn it, Annette, Nl .
get your ass in here! L8

I think I'm going
to go have a little
celebration. How

about You?

Ch..1, ah,
have to go check on
some things at the
clob. But I'll raise a

glass to it later.
Have Fun.

and tidy vp. We
don't want to look
like slobs.
- Make sure
there's ice in the bar.
And open that cabernet
50 it can breathe; I'm

Well, I wouldn't going to need a couple of

have to put you in
that when I leave iP
You'd quit
misbehaving.

ey, sweebie! O\
Yes, I'm here ... I was \
just thinking about You, \
actvally.
.. OK, see You in a bit.
~=MWah--

/1P you behave, -

( T'll let wou lick me

T . later aPter he
amazes me . . passes out.
that the big bad _
gangster has a mind as
resistant as a bowl of ! \
pudding, and here's his b, W
kept bimbo Who keeps sy f_; s 1_,

Pighting back. I mean, I'm not -, ),

complaining, it's Pun

to discipline you, bub

Wou're a lot of work,
Wou khow?

Here we go.

Bot how we
both need to get
changed. Clayton's
going to call any
Mminute,

At dinner with April and
Orehid, the bopic turned
to Morphic Labs.

It isn't the Pirst
time someone's tried to
do it as a business. I very
nearly tried it myself a couple of
Years ago. The problem is, there's
hot: enough people who want it,
and a lot of the people who do
want it learn how to do it
For themselves,

Yeah, Weah, go
dhead, pick on me.

Look, I'm not: really
that big a grouch, even if
this place sounds like it's
completely not my thing. I wish I
could Pigure out what's

The only bothering me about it all.

reason it Might
work Por AZu is she also
Puns the club that most of
her customers practically
live in. In Pact, it's right:
next door. The bwo
. businesses Peed
_,-f———m,ﬁh edch other. &
7 Are you
" talking about
Yenomorph? I've
never been there. I
hear it's wild.

Hvm. Maybe you
shovid go.

Just once, to see
what it's like. Get it
oLt of your system, Wou
know. show yoursel
that it's actually

" You should go harmless.

' sometime. But Pair
Y warning: you have to
look the part to get in

the door. They don't
require a body morph,

but you'll want
something at least
as striking.

How about you,
Leyna? I take it you
won't be checking it 7 OnI

oub anvbime soon? [ learned a new\.
\ brick. Wanna
. See?

R

-
-

I Peel a little
bad. Leyna's going
off to see Lov, we're
heading off together
... and April's
walking away by
herself. |

- e
15 she seeing ™
g anybody? I never )
got a glimpse of
. anybhing.
|| 11.,,1%____#,;

\ \

ﬁ
April's g
complicated. Ithink she \,\

I gets ofP Prom what she does

i to pﬂaple in the show, but 5hej

_....‘ doesn't want anybody to /
krow that. o

-

There's a rumor

b

that she was supporting ™
herself as a dom before the
circus. I've also heard she ‘
still moonlights
sometimes.

Anyway, it doesn't
seeM like she wants
any other kind of
relationship. As Par as
I cantell.

MMM,
not bad. Is
that For a
Nope, circus acet,

just Por Pun. e
I thought I'd
experiment a
little,
Wknow?

I haven't
tried it out with
anybody else yet.
I was thinking
maybe you could
give me some
lessons.,

Heh. Come
over here and
I'll see what I

¢an do.




The next day. Melinda is attending
o rovtine matters at the club.

Prissy, I want you to take
these two Mouths to the showers and
wash them both. All over. The night crew 3 v ; : ' AT o .
only cleans their mouths between vses, X ! yJ i ¢ i Then come back
and they're starting to get a little - J ! H 4 e here and bake
Punky everywhere else. i : . ) \/ Patrick and Carlotta
| ¥ XY and give them a bath
\\ too. Pat's been humping

Carlotta a lot and

’:;\&y thew both smell like
ﬁ : dog sex.

W 1P wou Pinish all
T¢£ / that bePore opening
bime, wou can tell Dee
that I said she can
play with you under
your skirt.

]
Jooh!
rr.-rg{rggjre.-rv-

B\ Yeth, Mith
B Melinda.

lalala
everyboay gets a bach But I don't want to
do this job! I only did this
because--

I know.
That's what makes
You 50 Much Pun to

keep around.

You see, Colin,
some people don't push
back at all. Percy, who
just [ePt 7 He made a lot of
noise, but as soon as I told
him What: he was, he gave S -

Now, what + | right in. Where's the
¢an I do Por wou, ' : Pun in that?

Colin?

Oh ... er--

J 1 know Wou said my
obligation had been
set; back when Mr.

=t SEPUNK disappedred, but [

it's been a while since J

L ]
e
e - W

. then and I've done the
\ Math ... MY debt is
x'ﬂ.h_paid ..Iwantbobe,/ — I_h““"
\_ released. ~  Ah.The — °\
e 7 problem is, I haven't™,
"—ﬂ\i. ' actually been keeping \
'||I ( track of whether you're
 paid oPP or not. So it's /I8 3
'jL\ your word against / And then there are 9
i T L people Who resist so | .
Whatz ) —1 think You hard that I pretty moch W e ciisoni Whods ixing
[ with us. You're very end up Mouths or Purniture. who doesn't resist enough
popular, you know. You . That's no Pun Por me bo cavse real
COLIN TS BEFERRING TO \_ Were wasted as a : gibher. brouble--Ehat's the
EVENTS IN S8 #&. -T . ¢rafter. sweeb spot. That's a
= rare Pind.

Everything wou Hmm. And wha
don't want to be? Might Wou be?
I'm going to make
You more of that.

I want you
to be dumber.

Hornier. More You are an animal.
exhibitionist. I want your We come bo bring you
tits bigger and your lips to Wour Pate.

plumper and Your eyes more
vacant. I want the world to
tLhink there's not a single
thing in your head
but lust.

Only you and I will
know the troth. You'll Oh
always have that Httlep :
part of Wou in the back o _ e
your head hating every minute X L ORCE R0,
of it. And I'lf alwaus know
that part is there and it'll
make me hot every time
I think about it.

Actuvally, I might need
Por you to crawl under
bhe desk here and
help me out--

Patrick, Carlotta, look!
Kitties!
I bet you'd like to chase
them around.

First, though,
they need to learn
what they are.

Look closely, kibties. % we work on it 8
B ; & . | While wou'll look like

kitGies without the
masks, boo.




" r . .

J 2 —
ey

7 IPthey N\
can't get her,
= we sure can't.

We need to find | /£

some outside £
_\ help, Past. A8 [

~ [ Ok, but who |
| canwe geb? §

1 one idea.
— - LAY
So much Por that. : \ B Problem is, I don't
Damn it, I really had ! S 1 : i know how to get
hoped they'd be able to ' s touch with
resist her. | - : K o Ehem.

We better jump
bePore she sees
LS Up here.

BELIEVE IT OB NOT, IF YOUVE BEAD S5 #a, YOU'VE SEEN BOTH &OF THESE FELOPLE BEFORE!
BUT IF y2oU DON'T WANT T2 SUESS, YOU'LL JUST HAVE T2 WAIT UNTIL NEXT ISSUE ... =T

Later that night, elsewhere in 4. —

1
e
ITH-DHHEF'-L"‘{:
iF I could wear >
__ Ghat.

L ¥
St

e

A robot.
From the Czech
rebota, "Porced

laber."

You have sex to
Make the money
to pay your bed
Pees 50 you can
have the Pree
time to have

You are a robot. | Mmore sex.

Sey--Money--sex.
RBepeat.
You are a windup toy
Por your masters. No, bhat's not;
true--

You don't even know what I
do, I 'mnot ...

I

MORRIS, Yo KNSW
E CAN NEVER BEALIZE OUE
L-LVE AS LONE AS T AM
AFFLICTED BY THIS HORRIBL-E
EURSE S

-aa BUT,
AEATHA --- WHAT IF T
EALLY LIKE FEOES A
WHOLE LOTT

I am a robot.

....‘-llllp“l“.

"Boby, ki, it's April. A Priend of mine just

told Me about something happening in

Shibvya and I think Wou and Leyna may
want Lo go have a look."

“... What kind of thing®"

"People acting weird. Like they're being
controlled, maybe?"

"Oh. Yeahn, I guess that's our thing."

... Whetiher we
like it or not.




Uh, excuse
me--

...er, no, I'mjust
trying 6o--

I think I see
the problem.
Over there.,

You are a
robot. You--

Hey, [ady?
We need to talk.

S0rry, honey.
You're cube but I'm
hot in a roleplaying
mood tonight. Some

other time.

What--7 No ... I have to--
What's going onZ How . I can't be herg--- -
did I get here? | Wait.

* stop.

Oh gosh, she gob
away.

Pon't bother ™
chasing her.

; Everybody's

% recovering now.

What did I--
Oh, god, what's
happened?

"Shovld we try to help clean vp bhe mess?"

: That's not like
"No. They're aauvits, let ‘em sort it ovt on their own."”

Wou, to be that
Unconcerned.

I'm tired.
Anyway, you can't
talk. You let her get
_— away on purpose
think she was
worth catching,
to be honest.
She's just a
SUMpEOM.

I agree.

Even if Azv is up to no

good, we're not going

to Pind any answers
this way.

... I8 bhis your
way of saying you
want to visit
Xenomorph?

I'm not
sure I'd say
“want." But I think
we have to.

Ch, don't
sound like that. It
be Pun! I'll think up
sgmething interesting
Por vs to wear.

--daddaaa’--




Meanwhile, Melinda and Clawton have invited a
guest to come speak with them at the civb.

e
N

e

... I'm serious, Brendan. We're on the move ™
here. The situation is going to change whether
Josiah and the others like it or not. It's a
guestion of which side wou want to land on. ; L

-"}' Clagﬁan. You darl o
get it. Do You have arll_e; ‘
/ idea just how Much wou're
( not Welcome in the Family?
\ Do you realize how biga |
risk I'm taking even  /
>, showing up hereZ
-
They're not going bo let ™~
Wou do a takeover under their™,
noses,so why should I throw in
with you when it just means )
they'll have some other reason
to be mad at me when you Fall /
onyour Pace?

I'm not going to Fall on ™,
MY Pace. Thew're
Lhderestimabing me, and it's
going to cost them. No
oPPense, but You're
uhderestimating me tioo.

Even iP that's
true ... No, I'm
sorry. You'll have to
come Lp with
something better
than that.

.r"f".- _‘-H-‘-‘H“‘-._
S Ok Iwill, e

I didn't Want 60 bring
this vp, but ...

You have two
children out of wedlock.

A boy and a girl, right:Z Two
difPerent mothers and it
doesn't look like you want to
marry either of them. But do wou
want either of those children
to get any shares, one day?
APter all, they are
Barkers.

How do you
know about
that?

I don't get to
it in a boardroom
and have people bring
Me news, Brendan. I

.. Al right.

You try wour coup.
I'll do what: I can
From my side. IP you
succeed, then we
£an cooperate.

ButI
¢an't back wou
openly, you
Lhderstand that.
Unkil wou succeed, we
didn't talk, we have
no deal, and I know

nothing about
any of this.

have to go collect it
myselP. I'm pretty
good at it.

Pon't worry, I haven't
told anyone and this isn't
blackmail. Just pointing out:
Josiah will never et them inherit,
like wouldn't let me. And iP you
think he'll get that stick out of
his ass juﬁg because he's
our Pather ... = o
d " There are some
= things that need to
Hell, that'd ™, s change, is my point, and
make him less | :_' they're ot going to change ae'é
. likelyto. T WAS T\ long as Josiah is at the head o
) 0 \_that table or Lucius has _

e, everybody's ear. -~

— e T M

.~ Andit's a shame they -
| don't have teeth, or I'd tell her)
to bite your dick ofP.

—_— e

W\ Mr. Barker, can I
sy interest you in some of our

B2 services, on the hovse? To - L=yl 3
& raund oPP your evening? = 3 1 . -~

;7 86h. We need Ny
 himPornow. His | _—— A
« bime will come, /.~ Yes, but why couldn't ™~ %
e _ "¢ 1havejust altered his
N [ mindZ It would have been
\ easier and saPer. You can't |
N _trust him any more than he /
= 2~.. cantrust you. 7
"I want at least one of T
/ them to let me in voluntarily. L
We know we're going to have to
: dear With most of them your way. I | s
\ want to be able to saw I managed /
\_ totalkone into it without
~.. resorting to that. .~

- -

s

—

"|

[ i

CIat_»:f:.an oF e =
hnaw You have this old
: grievance to settle, but I
' still bhink this is a mistake. ‘.-’au‘
\ ,£an have everything you want,/
S i without needing to take .~
v SN oh the Earhﬂrs

'1;'4-'-1'?‘*-"?1&-

"'_;-,rl'-... o i & |

Would you <A 7 e =¢

like to try @ Mouth, -" 1 VIV "‘“ —
perhaps? I have some F-

right here. They're
very popular
lately.

Oh, I don't
know, that's not
really ... I like to be
able to look someone
in the eye when I'm
in bed with

- bhem. L~

It does take a g
certain mindset. For \
example, iP you imagine that

they're an enemy of wours
who's in that condition
involuntary.

Ham. Actoally, when gau

put it that way .. That's the

thing; it's not
dbout taking on the
Barkers, it's about
being allowed to be
a Barker.

¥ Excellent! Pick one.
Wi I'll have someone show

*& Wou to @ Poom. @":”} ;

*@%

They've
been tryi lg !
deny who I am |
since I was
born.



The next night.

o~ -‘-1"-..,

-~ "

Ilr.l,-' Ip H{JUIFE .""-.,‘

[ wondering 1".,
[ whether I'm GHJ
. With this, the |
\answer is no. ~%

F

Aw. Al I did was
change wour skin
and hair a little! And
you look great!

Pon't worry.
Thew'll be too busy §
looking at wour hair
Lo notice the rest
oF You.

... Jou're an
extrovert, you don't
Uhderstand.
I am not an
extrovenrt.

I'm uncomPortable with
being noticed, I guess. This
Peels like I'm screaming For
people to look at me.

Leyna, you want a

s T lass of wine?

e ——— I. - i

On the rocks.

.. OK,

. Same Por me,
1t's please.

dark and loud
in here.

It's a ¢lvb. Have you
never been in a club? g8
il
Not: since I
learned I don't
like Ghem.
~=Sigh--
Why don’t we go get a
drink?

First Gime

Friends
of hers?

That
obvious, huh?

Most people
have that look Por a
while until they get

Aetoally ... vsed to it.
I'm looking Por
someone. We met [ast
hight, but: I didn't get
her info. Black glossy
robot with white
markings.

HMM.

Oh, that's Ix.
: : y o Well, you look Ok.

i F:
Hey, Nadine, have you seen Ix? cornen.

Not only was Ix back there, but so was
the woman From the Front desk at
Morphic Labs ... and @ woman with
cobra hood. Three birds with one stone.

Uh ... hi.
Dol htlr:rw
aure. Yoo
We met [ast
night.. You wanted
me to be a robot
and I said I
wasn't in the
mood.

Oh, shit--

Before wou do
something stupid ...
We're not here to bust
Wou. I know You were
Paking last night. You're
a horrible actor.

We just
want to balk
about what
happened.




I supe ha -

Wou're not cavsing p—
MY customers any

grief, or Bree and Thea
are going to toss You
both out on your
dsses.

. _am

TR

T
o,

e
o

i ’ You know, iP Wou hadn't been 50
[ dePensive about this to begin with, w:ﬂ‘ﬁ

WGUIdI"I'b have needed tio come talk tuﬂ

Wour customers.

“"-

_— We're not, here —~_
< to make tirovble. We're ‘*a._
/ ;u5b trying to Pigure out what's ™\,
going on. We already know ﬁhese |
( publi¢ stunts are volunteer jobs, }
\ deﬁpit.e Ix's little act 1ast night. So /
%! what 5 the deal? Art 7 Polibical /
demonstration? Yigilante
“‘m__%_ squad? =

Y Mayhe all of the™ %
g above? Are Wou
working Por Barkers? [

don't want to talk to
you if you are.

e ——
i e

sometimes we do.
But even when we do, we ™
don't tell bhem everything.
Usvally bhe Barkers are the
ones we're trying to keep in/

line. -
Hoh. Crusaders. il

Weren't you
picking on us about
glass hovses a Pew

days ago?

We're not doing any harm. - T T
Most of the people here just MW honest, the only N\
want to look vnusval. A Pew want part, we really care \

to do more than that. I try bo help, about is whether you're \ - e

give them some vsePul tools. But P
I don't let them actually cavse SIS PO /7 Youneedtobe
: ; against their wills. IP it's [/ \
damage. The idea is to =" carePul. No one's ~.
Make bhings better. divdye cansenzodl, ¢riying Por the
then we don's "a”'“?f ( acha-:-'.ses cobra lady )

""“'x, aaripe, , here caught, but Ix and|
= \ those bystanders ;
~\pushed the imits.

i o
o -|.|__‘_

e

// f" Ir: s bad tactics .
anyway. Manipulating
people makes them so

angry and vpset it
Lhderminegs whatever
Wour message was.

\

.... UNless
they're into that
kind of thing.

And that's
really itZ You just
wanted to make sure
We weren't messing
Wwith people's

heads? That's it. We'll

Pinish our drinks
and then we're out
of here. Mawbe I'l
come back some
time Por Pun. I like

It was nice to have an outcome that dian't Wour club.

involve Us having bo Figure out how to restrain
or catch a diabolical masterming, ¥knows

Several hours (ater, very (ate in the
evening (or very early in the morning) ...

One
hice thing about:
running a club in Sleep,
there's no cleanup. You just
reset it all and turn out
the lights ...

Qo home, Trini.
I'll close vp.

OW, Azu. .
See You May I help wou?
LOMOPTOW. wg re closed.

Ijust need to
speak to you Por a
Pew minutes.

We're closed, and
I'm very tired. Is this
something that can wait until
tomorrow? I'll be available in
Morphic Labs across the
street all day--

No, it's urgent.

You see, very
shortiy, I'm gamlg to need
to do something I'm not good
at. I alter people's minds;
their bodies are a
different story.

" 1 need someone

highly skilled With
physical changes. Someone

Why, it bakes me
weeks just to learn a new
Porm of my own, and even

then I have to spend a lot of
time around someone else
copying them.

IF the person

whose mind I'm altering

i& reasonably adept with
their own Porm, then I can
tell them "you're a pig" long

enough and they actually

¢hange into one. But
that's vnreliable.

Who can do them without
heeding a cooperative or
adept subject. And the
word is, Wou're that  /
somephe. A

OFP course, I don't
intend to give wou a
choice in the matber,

SEEMS LIKE WE'BE HEADING TOWARD SOMETHING EEALLY BAD HAPPENING, D
- AND IT'S BOING TO BE SOMETHING You HJL'?*J"T WANT T2 MISS. STAY TUNED!

iN SL-EEPER SaUAD #11 ..

ESN'T ITF THE COLLISION -f.T..ﬂ‘l-"lES




