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... she 5aid g
: . il she wasn't "
P b ﬂ;“'.; E"""- interested in him,
... AN o —— — - | but then two night.s s
e thab was = [TTRg1 later 1 saw thew [ have been “’*"‘“9
totally a lie, that's

il ; & the troth, Wknow. & | " dion't hurk me,
just something that "'p‘ﬁ'f'; b"ﬁ?ﬁ;é’é%ﬁfaﬂ“ “J There's a difberence |

gl Al but I don't ~ant "
: - b l between being W her thi king she e /RightZ I M an, -e's
e }'”abﬁ hellng 8 e d " BN interested in somebody) SRR \ ca getaay w ﬂ'egi"ft‘-ﬂ so-ethon
B PEope becuse S pemrat i il and just being i JElds \ With tht ... bt i g
oaty st e d ], | = interested in their 4 f 2 =)
body! : R B
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Anyway, it's
probably best iP
she--

; / I;u&t get

su tiredof it ..
R ..
=

SLEEPLESS

ELUBY STOFPS BY MOBFHIC
LABS, WHERBE SHE HAS ASKED
AZU T CBEATE A SPECIAL
MALGORITHMIC APPLIANCE"——AN
ITEM OF ELOTHING THAT HAS
ALTERING EFFECTS ON THE
WEARER (AND SOMETIMES THE
ENVIRONMENT ARDUND THE
WEARER) WHEN WORBN.

“.',.,._._Fl—._-_-_‘—h‘_‘_-‘-‘-
f’ T have to tell You, <
(-' 1 have some

Misgivings. IP it wasn't
Wou, I'm not: sure I
\Qrmuld have done :t-

...-r"""I'L'_""'--

—f I mean, your ‘“-
/explanation was valid ..
( but I'm not sure I'd have
\: believed it coming Prom

\.  dnyone else. 5

b A > Yeah,

/7 It'svery N\

"\

I'm having some
(, iMportant that you'

- e

e

“trouble with it myselP.
remember to take it

I don't like turning down
oFF her When Wou're

a client, and it's not even
done. There's no

\

} close to the weirdest
\ CULoPP trigger Por / _———_

,

Skill, I Peel like I'm
thing I've done ... bub Al
- / . \ Maybe I should have camwnbad noy.
\_the e ecu N hidhpe son

7~ @Got it.. Thank ‘H

',f gaurﬁzu Pon't

Porget; to bill me! T .

e o

lll.ll'r- '\._

/ Well, keep me m b
the loop. IF there's
anything I can do or
Mmake that will help

\_bring her dawnw—

"‘*-._‘

,. -|.

I mean, I
No danger of f don't want o
that. Believe it or aound overl
not, this was Pour 0

\
‘\; daws’ work. H‘HEMUE- buf:.j
“

"1.._‘_‘_._._..1-"

<l
.-"r

(' No,Iunderstand.
ey, any '-
progress on

Finding
Melinda? Aetoally--if it's nob ™
too personal--1 notice
that you haven't worn
Wour robot ouLPiL 5igr:e all
, N that happened. Bad
No. Leyna's been ™ aiaapc?atiana?
working on it with our
Priends. I've been unable
to help much the [ast Pew
weeks. But if they've had a
breakthrough, I haven't
h, heard about it.

"..r‘"

Yeah. I can't bring
MmyselP to do it.

I'd had that look Por too
long anyway. I need '
something new, but I'm still
trying to Pigure out what. ,




"Believe me, we'd like nothing more than
to bring Melinda dewn.

I don't even want to think about what " ERE

trovble she Might be cauvsing right now." icd
Alicia!

80 good to see Wou.
xrb'a been ages.

Uh ...
Po I khow you?

S

OP course, silly! H:_} | b s

N ThenI gaveyoua H"\.
"_ﬁﬁ_ perPectly lovely job ! \
First I ™~ ' decorating my rooms, unkil ; .

gave you a really™, | that woman came through - c{rveuiepir;-igﬂumﬁe

good role on that — and you helped her wreck , Y .
superhero passive, b . bhe whole bhing again. .~ oamiigl y
! UnLil You met that ?{x,(\ e | 5 -
S\ woman and helped her) - :

wreck the whole
thing.

SLEEFER SQUADS #5 AND #11l, RESPESTIVELY. MELINDA'S VERSION OF EVENTS IS A BIT WARFPED ... JUST LIKE MELINDA. =T

MEANWHILE, ELSEWHEEE ---

My son lives in
a duomp of an
apartment that he keeps
connected to an alley in the
worst part of town. My brother
lives in a cabin in the middle of
ten acres of trash Porest. I
can't decide which one
Mmakes less sense.

I should have worn
hiking clothes.

How'd you know
it was me?

You're the
ﬂ"\‘ﬁ' one I let in.
hat do Wou
want?

I was
just hoping to
talk Por 8
Mminvte,

T

: ; " consolabion
betiter be something EhenZ

pretty damned - ’
important. I don't Sympathy?

khow iP it is. -~ -
Bub-- : o7 You thought; = ; Josiah,
maybe you could ; Wou're too old to
Unburdens? ~ = be indulging in
: . sentimentality.

IP Judith's
y Gy ghost really was
_F.'r ' Ploating around, she
' q probably wovld be
Look, I've been > N e - disappointed in you. I'm
having ... nightmares. A lot . ‘ - disappointed in you.
oF them. And bhey alwaus end N . I'm disappointed in
the same way. Judith is there. : everyboay.
She never says anything, but

she alwaus looks like she's
H - “ﬂhq

upset with me. I was
Disappointed. L4 disappointed in
3t o Judith when she picked
" You instead. The world is

M. And hothing but disappointment.
; Eﬁg gftﬁﬁ: ;Eﬁ's _ I Pigured you'd learned
= z [ that by now. Maybe

becauvse you think I e i
¢an do anything b 2o Wou re&gﬁ:ﬂr_ than I

about itZ

No, oP course not. I
just ... needed to tell
spmebody about i,

I gave you
access Por
emergencies, not to
come tell me about
your dreams. Get
out of here.
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Ut Ghis.

distortion?

),

What isthat?
Some kind of ...

be possible. Mawbe it

Porced her tio recall? I
hope? And it just looked an

i
F

something? /
r
Leyna a

Pighting with
. I think we need to go
bo

tell

hould we do
.

each other,

I\K
III"'.

but they're

el

W 1 don't know,
No way. That shouldn
awpul lot like it was
disintegrating her?

They're
shooting ail of
Lihem

just "\
IIII

. Kill her?

e a cloe.
/ Did that bhing

chingit and I

You tell me.
t hay

I'm W

|:I__
rat
don’

-""\,_——_
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bhis place. They cook \
the noodles right at |

You'll really like
the table ...
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OVER IN THE "suisuya" SEATION &F TEOWN ...
Now, what on earth
are those?




EUBY HAS HERE FINAL FERE-SZLENAEIL CONSULTATIEN
WITH HER CLIENT, PAULINE "HiLL.."

I apologize Por going

over it again, but it's
hecessary. InPormed consent
is very important, and once the

scenario progresses past a point,
you won't be in a position to give
it. Or stop the scenario, Uniess

wou recall. 8o I need tio be
absolutely sure you want
to proceed.

... Tes,
OF course.

Is that ...
healthy? I mean,
should You stop it,
now that you
know?

It shovld be
okay. People don't pay
Por this kind of thing to
torture themselves, unless
they think it's cathartic. And
she commented today that
she was eager. That
doesn't sound like
catharsis.

I think she Pound a
kitk, and now she's
trying to Pigure out

the extents of it.

z ﬂ

¢ n

gr _,_,..--"'_'_""--..__“____
w1 don't know T

that there's " 1 asked arovnd and nobody who

knows anything about how manipulation ™,
works thinks she could have erased Clavton
unless she'd spent a lot of time around him.

anything wou could be
doing, to be honest.
We're stuck.

I suppose I'm
putting a lot of trust
inh you, aren't IZ Does

that make You
nervous?

MeZ No. I
know there won't
be any actual harm
done. But iP it makes
Hou nervous, then we
shovuld get that in
the open.

I understand.
Well, perhaps it
should, but it doesn't.
Actoally, all I Peel is
eagerness, [ wonder iP
that's wrong of me.

EI:{IT Ht | '
N

.

Anything wou want.

sure. You kow,
people get hot Prom some -
really horrible things W
sometimes. Things that no one
would want to go near unless it
was a saPe situation. A Pantasy.
Get it? It doesn't mean she liked

what: Melinda did.

It means 5h-r=

realizes she wouldhave liked /
it, iP it had been a game

instead. -

Intimate time. It's a deep trigger that would J

A

L

And now she
wants to try out |

.-"I" £
.-'Il.

A AN

~ Ok, Pine, she
was sleeping with

At any rate, wou
continue to have my
Pull consent.. Don't
worry about that.

... I8 it boo late
to make a request,
though? I think it's B
probably pretty £
small ...

. That's a picture ori
Pauline Barker.

{ Ah, damn.

- - = -'-'1'1:.%:.-
"/ Becavse she's\
My client.

She's not calling
herself "Barker” around
me, of course, I would never
have guessed, iP she hadn't
made a very specific

request today

t‘\\\_._‘_-_-___-_“_‘-‘r’/ﬁ"

; I've told wou
/" about the scenario I
Pound Pavline in, in
Melinda's |air*,
I think ..

I think she's trying
to reproduce it. No, that's
hot right. I think she's

trying bo bake it past bhat.

Way past that. As Par as
She can take it.

# S5 41l -T

/1 do Peel guilty about
[ not, being able to tell her

I know who she is. It
Peels unPair. -

Frars =1 . Illi"
7~ Bub Midnight is N
/ still insisting that we
try to keep Barkers
Prom khowing our Paces
more than they do
diready.

80 go havl in \§ :
Lucy, then. /~  Well, we don't ™
</ have any proof. We
can't put her in an )
isolation hood or

\\whatevﬂmust becavse /

The other
person ... may I
speciPy what
she's, ah,
wearing?

Is that
ridiculous?

No.
sometimes it's
very important.
What would you
like?

s APl skintight
bodysuit. Hood, hands,
Peet, all of it.. Eve and

mouth holes, and a
Zipper at the crotch.

... Latex.
Bright blue.

Anyway, thank
Wou Por the
confirmation.

How's the
Melinda hunt
going® AzZv was
asking about it.

I'm sorry I
haven't been more
available to help.

have required trust, and constant 0F’ atheory.

reinforcement. Over and over. Cobermayer, 50 Whyj not with

Clawton? Except Claybon was in a
long-term relationship and he was
apparentiy very monogamous. He Y  Jumpers¥ sayshe'd N\
had many vices but that wasn't st.arted up her secret ¢lub |
. one. It was well-known. again? Track her, wait Por
LV Almost a joke. \. her to go there. Then Wou

: have evidence.

Didn't the

<00
S0 Melinda ™
had to be J 5
impersonating Luey, P .1
is What you're saying. B ight:/ -
[_ Thege was ﬂﬂyl ¢ And that's the problem. \
e _other way. <0 We've been tracking her.

i
~ Not just
/7 impersonating.
/£ Assuming her entire
[ existence. Full-time. And,
most likely, she still is. That's
probably where she's hiding ...
we khow we can't Pind her as

40 either
the theory is
wrong, or she's
Found some new
tirick which
shouldn't be
pua‘ﬁrhfe Va

_.--"‘"" I'. —
her, and thab's becavse i

bhe system bhinks | ; =4 o
~_  she's Lucy. ‘ Y =
4 e ,..--"" .ﬂtﬁd that's “""-\

4 | - 4 " Where we are. He%
) i3 o

| You wanb to stay
Bemember when S\ dinner? I'm making ;]

Nathaniel said it was . . : 2
easy, you just had to | 3 e CHONGRE,
convinee the system you were — B - i
someone else? She might have o s A
been exaggerating ... but we - - Lt T , RCL I
know she could do it, and iP } v .. Bt I can't. I have a date with

she could, someone else 7 Doreen. Part business.
could. ¥ BUBY MEANS GINA AND ESPERANZA, WHOM I hope it's only part business,

Lucy has not lePt her personal
space since Clayton got
erased. Not once. Not 50

much as a Poot across
the threshold.

YEU JUST SAW &N THE FEREVICUS FASE. -T
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What are wou
doing here? You
must want
sgMmebhing.

When you refused to
have anything to do with my
WiPe, that would have been a
good tme to be sorry.

Josiah,
Wou haven't: seen
Me since I
transPerred my
shares.

And in case you've lost
track, that was more than
Pift.een years ago.

Neither you nor

Prentiss said one '5I'P'IQEE

gaddamned word to me
when Rachel died.

When you
tried to prevent
Pauline Prom getting
MY shares becauvse Wou

didn't consider her
legitimate, Ghat would
have been a damned
Pine place to be a

little sorry.

4

It might be a bit too late to
be sorry, Josiah.

-

HAM.

I keep having
nightmares with
Judith in them.

She was the only thing
that ever really made you
happy, wasn't she? Like

RBachel was Por me.

We're not a But the thing
very happy i5, aPter Judith
Pamily, as a died--especially aPter you

started letting Prentiss
poison You--I think maybe
Wou stiarted making her into
something she wasn's.
In your head.

role, are we?

I knew her even
Y better than pou did,

Josiah. IF she'd lived to
see the way wou treated
Me, You'd never have
heard the end of it.

vpset With me, W
RButh. She never W
| says anything in S
4 Ghem, but she I8
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DINNER AT THE REGULAR PLACE- DOREEN WAS RECRUITED FOR PAULINE'S
SCENARIZC WEEKS AL, BUT HAD NOT YET BEEN TOLD ANY ©F THE DETAILS-

You khow, I
haven't dommed in a long
time ... and I wasn't very good
at it even when I was in
practice.

Maube it
would be better bo
get somebody else? Hell,
why don't You do itZ You're

... Wow.

Now I know why Wou
wanted to sit inside
Where no one could
overhear.

a much betiter dom
than I am.

I need someone I
trust completely. I'm a little
low on doms musell, and all the
people I covld have called on
are ... well, I just don't
want them Por this.

Yeah. I Peel bad
Por making shan do
the extra walking.

But I'll give her 8
huge tip.

And I can't do it
becauvse I absolutely
need to be able to
supervise, I don't want to

40 do You want
me to try to act

like bhis Melinda , risk getting distracted & I know this
person? crcsa;h:; ‘iﬁg; rf af don't P g apprﬂgjjtg E:Lirf help
. . 1 d r
bhink You need to imibate more than I ¢can

important that you act as iP
you're enjouing putting
the client in this
situation.

Melinda

dePinitely get
ofF on it.

HURZ
What's going on
outside?




It's some kind of
distortion. It's altering
everybody in the area. We
wenre right ouvtside the
ePPect, I guess.

Shan, hold on! It's
not reall You can
resist it! You're
still yourselp!

A=Saas s ghnl

o P A W |

What: are wou
doing?

Stop!

ABAAAAL

R-“ubs gl

““SHespll

shan!

Whatever's going
on, Pight it!

/ What are
thew? what's
happened to

them?

Wait,, that's
ShanZDamn ...

Wait, you mean me?

This isn't
maliciovs--I'm
trying to help her,
You idiot!




=T was able

A FEW DAYS LATEE- EUBY, LEYNA, AND THE e
to get permission to

JUMPERS HAVE ASSEMBLED TO COMPARE NOTES. Nasion .
.. difess sghe 0 e geegper
e "ég‘:piggei%%” Ehf' ang 7 | records. That's a privacy

IHESEES... WOTLAE UL L EVE ) -, breach, but this is starting to

now EHﬂﬁ'UHﬁEFEHQ at least one : :
event a day, and bhat's just the """"”E:{ﬁjﬁﬁgﬁg:ﬂgaghjgudﬁg"j"dﬁ

, Ohes Where we happen to b Point is, this part's
nearby. . . conPidential. =
T hat happens is

somebhing passes through
the area of ePPect, and the
alterations happen in a spreading

but weakening wave after the
whatever-it-is passes through.
Like a boat leaving a trail

of ripples.

— But the

records don't tell us :
Y Who or what the initial vector §

5. 5Ure, We can see wWho was in
the area just before it started to

happen, but we don't khow Which

oF them--if any--was the .

- catalyst. :

“I'mtrying to go
through the events
looking For common
threads. It's slow

work--there's a lot of

data to siPt. '

The good news
is, the data

alberations are brief and
selP-correcting. Mavbe not
pleasant to experience, but
they seem to pass quickly
and leave no l[asting 4

ePPects. o

I sort of
Peel like we have b0 N
change priorities ... of
course, I'm not sure what
we can do. We don't even S
khow what these
events are.

Or at least ™
TRT . they'd pass quickly
e T i . ' without ePPect iP those
“ That's not ) L damned robots or
( completely tirve. | whatever they are
e ~ didn't show vp ...

Are the two
related? I mean, the
robot things never
appeared bePore these
. ripples started
~ ». happening, right#

Not recalling. Only
Wou ¢an do Wour recall. No
one else, no matter how

powerful. This was an
interrupt. Woke me all
the way vp.

But, yeah,

that just makes your

point even stronger.
Barkers have to avthorize

interropts, and these whatsits
are deing something that
crosses their property
lines ... that's like
pulling teeth.

_ f" Robots that can
/ appear anywhere, smell
anomalies, and zap people into
recalling--that sounds like
something that takes real juice
y Lo make. Some big shot's
"\ behind that Por sure.
Problem is, we've
asked all pur vsal
soUrces wWho know what's
going on in high places.
Nebody will admit to knowing
anything about the
Anomaly Patrol.

50 even iF they
are connected, that
just means we have

one mystery
instead of bwo.

THE MEETING BREAKS UP
WATHOUT A SATISFACTEOEY PLAN - ;
Ch, by the way ... I
had a thought aPter we
|\ talked the obher day.

|_.

=
Melinda
replaced Lucy, right?
What happened to the
original Lucy? I mean, we
y khow Lucy existed long
i before that.

i
- =
5L - .

Good luck S0
at your thing ‘ o
tonight. Please Hwm. I guess she
don't murder hid the original Lucy 3
Lou. : somewhere ...
— somewhere we still
haven't Pound.

r

Ha! I wouldn't ™~
"/ do that to you.
b Though I won't say I

wasn't tempted when
: they insisted we |

attend ... 3
- _

I mean, I see
Lou's point ... when Wou
have an vnexpected
specess, Wou don't hide
under a rock.

Right ...
but is that
dllowed? I mean,
wouldn't having two
people with the same
identity conPuse
the system?

I was
wondering if mavbe
she had to come vp

with some other
identity to drop the
real Lucy into.
SoMehow.

But I have a suspicion
they're going to try to push me
into deoing more passives now that
this one's done well*®. That's not
really what I want to do, at
least not regulariy.

PAPPARENTLY "THE FISHER cASE,"
SEEN LAST ISSUE, WAS A HIT! =T -

LATER THAT NIGHT ---

Serene Barker, Ruby Martinez.
Low, Serene, I don't think I've met your Priend?

the deal was you
would do all the
talking and I would
just: smile and
look cute.
>
I'm about 6o hit my
quota on inane banter
Por the night.

No, I don't
believe Wou have.
Corazon Estilo,
Lou Laurence.

Lou is responsible Por
most of Serene
Entertainment's biggest
slccesses, Corazon. 4

Not my Pavlt
iP they want to
talk to you
instead of me.

They know me

already. You're
the novelty of
the moment.

Come on.
Over there's the

person I really
brought You here
to meet.

And Ms.
Martinez has just
added another to the list.
I hope you're planning
more in the Puture!

Ak ... well, T'l
do My best.

Oh, I am auing to
hear what: Leyna
knows about this.




Hew!

I didn't expect wou to be
here ... I certainly don't mind,
but I hope You remembered
I'd be in [ate!

Yeah.

I was hoping if I
sat somewhere
diPPerent: Por a while
it Might help.
S0rrY.

No need to be
sorry. Is this the
Melinda problem, the
anomaly problem, or
something else?

Mostiy Melinda.

I Peel like people are
waibing on me o come up
with something, and I don't
have it. Worae, I Peel like
I'm missing something
obvious,

... Would
talking through
it help?

> Melinda comes along.
( Clayton's already got a steady lover,
\_and she needs to replace that lover so

>._She can get into Clayton's head.

" Ghe can't put LucyY in some
oubliette somewhere; she hasn't
got a pied-a-terre again yet. she's
rebuilding at that point, after

Cobermauer. 5o she has to
temporarily make Lucy be

___ S0Meone

Who would she
pick? It'd be an identity

else.
f

~

sy that wouldn't raise ewebrows iP
she were around them all the time.
Someone she could keep a constant
eue on. She'd have to; obherwise

she'd worry they might
break out. "

Oh. OK/

Lucy has a maid. Her
name is Annette.

OK! 2o Melinda
drops Lucy into
“"Annette"” so she can
become Lucy.

Then the bust
happens. Melinda has to
hide. But she doesn't want to
stay Lucy; she knows Lucy
will be watched like a
hawk ...

LEYNA BECAFS THE
MELINDA SITUATION -

.. And T just
don't see how we
proceed Prom here. IP she's
not Lucy, and she's not
herself, she could be
anybody. She could be
anywhere.

Ruby had this idea that
she might have needed
another identity to put the real
Lucy in, in arder to replace her.
It's an interesting idea but I
don't think it helps much.

You know, I
think part of the
problem is you've just got
too many plates in the air
right: now. Between this and
the anomalies and the robot
things, wou're having Y
trouble Pocusing on = :
anything. Let's tiry to

' isolate one part of it and see

what we ¢an Pigure out.

... Actually, let's consider RubY's idea Por

a second, because something just
occurred to me.

... 50 she swibches! )

Lucy becomes Lucy again, Melinda becomes
Annette, and she cuts big holes in Lucy's

marg 50 Lugy doesn't remember being .

Annette --

WITH BUBY AS BACKUF, LEYNA
PAYS LUZY A VISIT THE NEXT DAY.-

; I don't think I
should talk o wou ...

aren't you with the Lrying to Pind the person Who

erased Clawton. 50 we can

pecple Who erased /
- punish her.

Clawton?

Oh!
Well, that's good &
... I like that ...
What did you say S

u.._' -
L Wou wanbed? }Ff i
Wi é
: r .. ...I._ :

Actoally, we
were hoping to
talk to your

TwWio DAYS LATEE:

Hey, Leyna,
what's up?

No, you're noti ... I'm
just doing a Pinal
walkbhrough of the set.

You did?

.. That was Paster than I
expected. You've got
dePinite data?

-y

Oh, that's Punny.

That's a block down the
stireet Prom this scenario space
... I mean, I know connection
locations probably don't have
anything to do with where
they really are ...

My ...7
Oh, wait, I remember ...

But she's not here anumore. I guess
she quit 7 MaybeZ? She lePt right
. aPter ... after .... c

_"|-|__|__-‘-
g S
.

You khow, it's Funny, I don't »s.*\\ns=.-‘r':"“'---~~~
remember hiring her ... but I must
have ... there's a lot of things I have |

"|I

trouble remembering ... ol

e,

You know, I
think we need to get
. her some help.

I was just

thinking the same

thing. There were an
A\ awrFul lot of empty

- 50
7 "Annette" punted

[ @s s00n @5 no one was
\ [poking, hoh? Does that
S pub s back to
start?

i,
-
o
.

40 what's the next step?

bottles.

R 16 ™

N

No. I take it as
conPirmation. We know what
we're looking Por now, and
Midnight's told me "to hell with
privacy, Pind her," as Par as

4V T

|

access policy goes. Shovldn't £

take long.

Try to raid the place?

Leyna, [ cantdo it
tonight. I absolutely
can't. Tonight is Pauline’s
scenario. This is Months
of planning.

Well, that's your
decision. With Gina and
Esperanza it should be OK.
Just ... shay saPe, all rightZ IP
I get done with Pauline and I
ind out Yoo gat trapped in
something, I'm gonna come
interrupt You with My

bare hands.

Yup. Good luck to
wou too. Wish them
ek as well.




| NIGHT FALLS IN |
\ ONE OF THE
| SEEDIER PARTS |
| OF sHiBurA -
l .
' |
|
!

ﬂ

Ooh!

I'll catich Op,

OKkZ MlofFa § —
suddenI'm ~ foure
starved. / gonna eat

that? Well, don't. |8

die. See you
there.

—

" Good evening,

i
‘I

. Welcome back.

Ma'am.

——
7 i -- - -3
--_-_-_----_'_"-—-—-_

IF yoU CAN'T SUESS WHERE THIS IS, YoU MAY NEED TS HAVE A Lok
AT S5 #11l. THOUSH IT'S CHANGED QUITE A BIT SINCE THEN .- =T
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here we go!
—
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Still glued to the
screen, hh?

Must be
pretty good.

akill, wou've seen
that one ten thousand
bimes; it's got bo be
getbingold.  /

I think enough of
Your brain is mush by
now. Let's get Wou out

of that box.

Careful!

You've been in
there a long time,
Your legs aren't
going to like this.

Alsp--heh--you're a
lot more top-heavy
than you vsed to be.

Pon't try to
talk, sweetie,
Wour brain's not
built Por it now.

God, those tits! ™
I'm not surprised
You're having trouble
standing. Do you like [
when I touch them? [ £
- bet you d

7 You know, You can't go

back now. IP anyone saw ]im”"-3 S e
[ they'd say "what isthat?" You | o s
i

: _y el S S probably don't even remember
b;hﬂ:g:;ttg wou e e N SV A Who You were anyway. Poor LSS
make bhose noises. NS Non N litble dummy. :
It's almost like Wou B 2N -

think You ¢an

irk Yo < | L e (. ISR Does it Peel good, N
communicate. | R G s SN having all that empty g
in your head?



I know
what to do,
though. I can
solve
everything.

Let's get bhis
OFPF, Pirst.

5
L I-;.‘

4 ""-..‘.. —
I."hf_‘i
= Tagmr i &

-

Mas, T bhought yoo N
Might get a little back B .
when I did that.

e, ey -
e 3
— T
-~

... but ... I don'tiy ] |

Wa3 e EI'I
F o -

" Hope Yoo like ib; bhis is
where you live now.

1 I bet you can't

[ even understand what

\ I'm saying anymore, You
B stupid thing.

I have one more
sprprise Por you!

I don't have a
| bull--at least, not
[ veb--but I'm looking Porward
A Go using this on Wou. More
than you can imagine.

Now, be a good cow and
wait: there while I go get
bhe vetierinary ube.

I have a
new mask For
Wou. A better

Mask,

Aw. Wheo's a pretity
COW, huh?

See? No more
problem. Nice and simple.
Nothing in your head but
Pood, sex, and "My bits
are Poll, milk me."




Lot of people Por such a
grubby area. Is this all trafPic
Por the club, you Ghink?

Y. dpeaking of
7 Whatever she's that, how gre we
doing in there, it's getting in?
_ super-popular.

I'm 3 liktle Brute Force.
/ embarrassed we didn't For once. Don't
connect the dots sooner. She tell Buby.
hasn't tried to keep it much of § T N B
a secret--probably doesn't
care, since she has to —
personally approve you £ = b/ backing oPthe N\,
before You get in. ‘ S Barkers on this. They
want her caught. We're | e g e, T o pivple!
e bgﬂﬁ: Mthe . o (i, Dack awal, quick!

Where the hell did that

come Prom? The source

must have been right in
Pront of vs and we--

Huh. Are they
getting Paster on the
draw or is it just my

imagination?

Do we Pollow them?
Yeah. I
bhink so.

e

It's no good
pretending. You
love this. You want
to be captured o
your Priend can
CoMe Pescue Wou.

~~  Except she's not
/ going to this time. I'm
' going to bury wour mind so
deep she'll never Pind you.
She'll walk right: past you and
\ Wwon't know it.

-
LY

But youllknow.

.
",

e
| I really love )
_ ‘that part.

. e
i, —

YEEARRRGH!

" You're horrible! And —

Wou're wrong. OK, I'm 8 7~ Youknow N

s0b, I never said I wasn't. | what she said, )

But I don't like bhis! And N lasttime? L
Wou don't get: to tell '-——___ﬁﬁ;?ﬁa,d otk b
Wourself I do! Id RLhing

Wou do is real! |

She said I don't

have to believe
any of it.

And that means I can--




Can wou
see What
they're Piring
at?

“ e ... What
just happened?
i

r L b T8 There's
;m'iréi? T | soMeone ...

™

L

Doreen?
N Carly?

|
- 'Z-'._

St

Pavline?

Hello over there!




I sure hope they
can't run very Past, or
they've got short
attention spans or --

aaaaal

I don't know
what's down there,
but: I'm pretty sure
that's not the way I

want to Pind out.

Pamnit,I'm a
director net an
ackion hero.

idaN'T
like it I thought
IT would be
DIFFerent

T

R

B ar]
w

i

" _.1.'._-.-.5
ks W

THERE -
too DARK why now it has COlor

ta 2F . e it's ALL shiny

Wb doN'T you think
I'l;'ﬂ' BE d rﬂi IT's shiny do
et nk YOU like it

N~ YOU don't LIKE ¥ g |
it 1 can tELL vou 4

you
should LEARN

DOn't you don't 1IKE :

“ any'THIng vou won't even 4

- how to pLAY
 FLAY it 1 think you 4 2
) doN't LIKE toplay
LA

S N

byre-byel

f-'

Uh, hang on ...
I didn't say I
didn't--




AN EMEREENCY MEETING 1S CONVENED.

. : . : Ms. Howard, Ms.
.. do Castillo, nice to
have to Pinally meet you.

watch my et gy
language or I'm Midnight.

anything? I
mean, is this a
kiss-ass
sitvation?

sorry te drag
Hou here, but we
have a mess.

PePinitely not.
Eibher one.

And a whole lot )
of unknowns, |

!

e,

Don't worry. She's
hard te win an
argument: with, but
other than that--

_—

What we think is that when \ I / /
the anomaly patrol--our irst \ \ / wﬁet':g?m

o r .
(o socsse s i et N, e v sre e g pi o

: complete data discontinvity was created. A
P . —
QU ey o) total breach. No connective services in Externally?
— there--no phone, Monitoring and integrity ‘We're trying to
tools don't work, ete. We have no idea Pigure that out. We

Wwhat's geing on inside it. may not be able to
Pigure it out Past

e ——
: enough.
' . Those damned
_—

robots took what
Was a Minor annouance )
and turned it into a
potential major
catastrophe.

But we think the
discontinvity is an active
ePPect. Whatever was making
the ripples is generating it, and
the theory is, iF we stop whatever
that is, at best we Pix the whole Bub whatever \
thing, and at worst we stop that is, it's inside |
the spread. the bad zone,

What we do know Por certain is "X, Pight % S0 ... ‘

that the discontinvity is spreading. =W,

It's now nearly twice as big as it was have to send

when you witnessed it being Pormed kit
twelve hours ago. b :

7 This is alarming, bo
| sy the least, )
How?

And, Uh, Who?

But we don't have any
idea what's in there, right.?
Could be a big void. Could be

random garbage.

You sure you want
to go into that?

I don't see as
there's a choice.

Among all the other
reasons, I'm sure Ruby is in
there. Her phone doesn't
respond at all, and she was in
a location with a r:annﬂr:f:.mn /
point nearty. 8

-

o

We have a setup
Por a continvity chain. '\

Like ... @ PorcePield around '\

me that hopefully can |
maintain data integrity.
Attached to a liPeline. A
connection to the area

oukside the zone.

Are you sure
about this?

Absolutely not.
T‘;"%:i . .-- .
“‘\. NEN 2

" Thereis

probably at least

one other ... Uh,
important person ...
stock in there, but

You'll have tio bake
b my word Por iti.

We should go
in with yov.

No. I need you
out here, to help me
deal with the ePPects of
the spread. We've got: 8
guarantine to run, and I
need people I can
trust.

And, also ... I need you
as plan B if Leyna ...
doesn't come out.

But then, I
seldom am.

Wish me luck.




Are those ...
gorillas? I'm not

B, sure gorillas actually,.g

B  look like that ...
< : . ¥ . = t B
- . = - "-'.l:-_..h .‘";n.- .
| = e A Tt |
—= ISR -‘ﬂ-"&" .”:t;"__' "

Oh.Huh.Iwas ) -
thinking there was ~y. 4 -
b about to be a Pight. ¢

[ M,

better not be seen. )

et Anything those ™~
% > gorilla-things would run 1
-~ Prom like that--

A
e gt
-"|—_|—-

-

pr—— — "

RAAAAAARY

OOFPS! GUESS THAT WAS WHY IT SAID "PART ONE"
BACK AT THE BE&INNING, HUHT

BE SUEBE NOT TO MISS SLEEFER S@UAD #15!




