BUT ANSWEE COMES THERE NONE. THE BEES
HAVE ALL FLOWN OFF, AND THE PATESOLLEES |
SLEAVE N2 TEACES WHEN DESTELYED.-

,* d \"' . f’
6\/ i.'ﬁ)#‘&g J"!'r}.!

.E'UEF HAS BEEN AWAY ON AN
INVOLUNTARY ADVENTURE THAT TURBNED

1? OUT T& BE ENTIRELY INSIDE HER OWIN
HEAD.

BUBY CONTINUES TO THE CIRQUE

UPON RETURNING, SHE GOES TO LOOK
) DIABOLIRUE TO FIND ORCHID-

FOR ORCHID, WHO GAVE HER THE "Focus i
¥'CRYSTAL' THAT SENT HER ON THAT TRIP, ¢ }, -. i\ )\ | 4 "
' JTO GET SOME ANSWERS.- g2 A / | P I Ny . "All
¥ EN ROUTE, SHE ENCOUNTERS A PACK OF A2 # 'S iy —— [ Weis it ot
% ANOMALY PATROLLERS, WHO FIRE ON ¥ i r® P ] it

F§ HER WITHOUT PROVOCATION == A NEW | - X A N '
_, BEHAVIOR, FOR THEM.

'THEEE IN TUEN, ABRE AMBUSHED BY ...
1"'HE.EE FLYING BEE-WEOMENT WHS SEEM
g TO HAVE SOME WAY OF DISEUPTING THE

l. FPATROLLEESYT

ALL OF WHICH LEADS EUBY T2 ASK THE
s VERY BEASONABLE RUESTION:

AT, |
Fo |,. 1 .|I'

What the

hell o4 B
=aanaene - . Still, April or
| soMeone might be in
there. I'll try around
L back. I don't think April
o7 ever turned off my
dccess *

# FROM WHEN BUBY WORBKED WITH THE cIBZUS IN 5SS #8. -T

Uh Now there's nothing human lePt
8660006 anvbodu in You. You're not Pit to be a human.
- - homeZ You're an animal now, nothing but a dog ..
22 Your mind is clouded, nothing but
instincts lePt. Food. Sleep. Running
around. Finding a bitch to hump.

They're out there, Wou
know. Watching wou become a

dog. Laughing at You. They bhink
you're ridiculous. Not good enough
Eo be a person! Trapped as a dog! e

And they know you deserve it. i Eguet

They think that's the Punniest JFE'EEng POOM.

part of all.

Can wou hear them
laughing? How does that
Mmake You Peel, bo be 50

ridiculons? lknowing you can't
escape? That wou'll be a dog

Porever and ever?

Does that upset Wou?
Do wou want to say
something about it 7 Go on,
tell me what you bhink.

I'm sorry, I
don't o
understand. [guessI ™
thought: there
Was more human

Jortitioo. But I see

Wou're
completely a

NIy P3N F F FV Iy ™ y dog now

I saw you, | 40 I guess ip
You know. _ the ¢ircus is dark,
~ gorry. I ; Orchid wouldn't have
backed out as : any reason to be
soonasl , Ib's Ok here ...
caught on. ( The client didn't

notice.
- I have a
With the circus couple of things I
vnable to operate, I've need to talk to

had to Pall back on my old her about. Do You know a

*SS #ld -T

career as a hypnodom
Por a bit.

I don't
Pigure Wou're
too shocked.

Actually, I was
thinking I shovld have
got Wou When I needed
someone to dom a
customer and turn
them into a cow.*

April, I've ... ah
... been away Por a
while. Why can't the
circus aperatm Ia it
the patrols?

Yeah. They cange <@
into any accessible space.
A lot oP clubs and such have %
gone private so the patrols can't |
raid. They give out access points §
50 You ¢an just jump there, and 4
Wou have tio get them to =i
admit you. Thab approach won's
work Por the circus,
though. IP I have to be
appointment-oniy I might
as well just dom.

place called "Hive,"
over in the shibuya
district?

Orchid
was spending a lot
of her time there
even before we
went dark.

IF she's
not abt home, I'm
willing to bet
that's where
she is.

Be careful. I had
/" alook at the place and
didn't like it. It could just
be me, Orchid thinks it's
great ... bub something
" about it just doesn't
b e Peel right.

™




I'm positive there
used to be an access
point just vp the street
Prom "Hive" ... Did they -
close it down?

This one's
a lot Purther
away ... I hope I
¢an get there
without ronning
into --

That's 8
good trick.

Porever to Pigure
out what would

( Where the hell \
\_have you been? -’

T -
.'. .if#j

k

J:_'ILJ.U 2
.

I, ah, got
stk in
sgmething I
couldn't get outs

That's itZ
That's all you
have to say?

What's wrong? 1
mean, I see a lot has . ; . -
happened over the last Y . Z - Aon Jumpnens ¥
" Couple of days -- T | . | a'n GH"L_UITE s, ) 7

Eubh‘r if
I d realized it
. By : [ was you we were
You've been gone Por over a : = e o helping, I'd have let f=

F.

month. You didn't answer your ! = A them zap you. £

phone, Your personal space i B i
el wouldn't let anyone in ... and A7k JR B/ i? —\ _._!___:5_
B You turn up now like "ﬂh 4 : =/ v )
hi, what'd I mias?" ' . hy : - - / -~ -
You ¢an just
take care of
wourself.
It seems to be
> what you do.

r
. ﬁ"—‘-"

Everything
completely Palling
apart. That's what
Wou Missed. Thanks /

For the help. ./




AND WHERE IS SERENE? SHE AND PAULINE BARKER ARE IN THE BOARDROOM,

Ok, ' - i b
never mind Orchid { have gt bo i QI hope she's r??tga oo ) HAVING AN ARGUMENT WITH JOSIAH, THE SENIOR SHAREHOLDING BARKER.
oy, balk bo Serene. her door, under the ' = B —

circomstances. HalP of Ad is shut down!
L o e People are scared to reavre- bheir
= o —r ersonal spaces ... or they re havin
SERENE BARKER, FOR THOSE JUST JOINING ¢ ¢ to trave?under armed guard ... ;
IS THE PERSON WHO SOMETIMES &IVES E YN And the worst part is --
ASSIGNMENTS. NORMALLY, T AVD 3
2UT THAT A BABKER IS DOING THIS,
WITH THEM STRICTLY USING HER "M
]

SERENE IS ALSO LEYNA'S MOTHER- THATIS A SE
. “ gy

WHETHER SERENE &
WoULD HAVE BEE
ANNOYED BY RUBY'S
BREACH OF PROTOCOL .
15 MOOT.- ;
SERBENE IS NOT HOME. \
-- gveryone
assomes it's s,
That we're doing it on
purpase Por some
vnPathomable reason. I
haven't been asleep,

Somebody is going to have to Pauline.
give Me SoMe answers e 2 R

sooner or later. - | I'M not sure
£ ' = N pggﬁi’giﬁ: Eé}f” what you'd like me tio

Ina: . do. I don't know what's
‘;%ﬁ,'g:; E‘é ﬁ;ﬁﬂg going on either. I asked Lucivs
bePore the board. ko Pind out, and I haven't Why don't you and
heard a word Prom hiM  ggpepe use your private
since. "investigators® to get to the
bottom of this? You're apparentiy
going to keep them around
despite me, 50 make bhem
be useful.

HMmph.

oK, Mag‘be back to looking
Por Orchid aPter all.

T il She's @
| / Ihateto ™ block vp the

[ admit it;, but he | ;i e . street.
\_has a point. / W Oh. 15 bhis ™\ .

o S TR o the part where \
T R We conPess to each)
other that we've |
\ set upp that sort /
-..h-.,__. o tlhfng? . ‘,.-.";:.._ 1 e
il I didn't realize ™

';Ti-.‘
-

g Lfg; ﬂgatir:-‘yaff;ﬁm b o door...I'm a libtle
worried now. I didn’t know
he'd asked Lucius to
investigate, and I haven't

, "\ nervous about going
_ . anywhere overland
\ > L . right now.
heard Prom Lucius in il . T
weeks. i \>| - °
The problem is, I | ; : .. Then Yov
also haven't heard Prom i | probably don't WEIHE‘J

MY pecple in weeks. One of B ko know what's
them seems to have gone | behind vs. .~
into retireat, and the : e

other is never home.

access point at her

”mi-=x.‘ | R i & Y Wou didn't have an
v

.

And with bhe
phones oLk, S0 are my
psval means of I have

reaching them. o i -
the same . 5
problem ...bus T TR ¥ ybes > "I I“'

haven't tried going i 2%
to her personal A=
space.

Come with me _
and we'll see iP we
¢an Pind her.

C¥, calm down,
Pauline ... keep Wour
breathing quiet ....

Why is mYy heart
beating so hard? It's
not that bad. IF it zaps me,
I inberrupt, I wake up, I
come right back in again ...
No big deal ...

I Peel ...
really strange all of
a sudden ...

Pavline?
They've gf! given vp.
They're gone. There wou are!

Are you
OK7 You made a
weird noise.

Where are you?

... I'm Pine.
Just a little
hoarse.

All that, and
she's not here.

LI'mnot s
sure what to do
. hext, then. Any

THE BACKSTORY BEHIND PAULINE'S HOBSE ISSUES J By ideas?
15 SCATTEEED THEDUGH ISSUES #1v—#17 —T K E




MEANWHILE |,

t||+

= -..1..

e g | _ 0065,
.__LH— K '.. ..'_ I' : ]

Uh-huh. 3 ' '

b . fl-|-|lil
ot % ll‘itll:i.r
Hi there, ~ ;
dssholes.

1Illlln.

da@addam e s

EHEM!}H

Sure are a lot
IONS, BUT of wou on this little
THEY'BE ALL IN back street. I think
that's another notch

For my theory.

Jilllliiiii!i‘llil

THERE'S ONLY ONE
oomse
Be oo
PARTICULAR
STREET: MONICA

BAEKEE Lﬂi"ﬁ&ﬂ
HEF&J—"‘ ' e !H-'—

--.
l-i-"“..l.

_‘_-l

l.l'liiﬂ;iii"""ﬁ

T

BUT BRENDAN AND . oy Thought: s0.
MONICA AREN'T oon _ ; e I don't khow what
BEALLY ON " : "y : e algorithm brings Wou to
FRIENDLY TERMS, P - ' 5 ises a location, but your
S2 WHAT'S THE o R I have & L Y targeting's visuval.
PURPOSET surprise Por you. e

... And
as soon as they
bhink there's
hothing to attack, §
they vanish. o

Called
that one
~ right, too.
-

T
£

-

A Pora mﬁg
S talk wibh --

APter' prf‘hmg ;

a diPPerent jump L\
point and PiPteen
minvtes of walking, I'm at
the spot Where the

access point I'd like to
have vsed once _
was, Ei 1+ T

should be Je-:*:a than
a block down the

street, and so Par I
haven't run into a

whers l""'l_.l ‘_H'

Ll come meets Hou!




80 You've
gone all the
way?

It seems to be
vaePul. My Pire
doesn't take them apart
like Leyna's guns, but
they don't like it and it
keeps them busy.

Leyna oPfered
Me 3 gun but I was
seared I'd melt it.

I've gotiten
better at
controlling it.
Here, et me turn
it down & bit.

There, that's
probably easier
on You.

Glad I came by when
I did. Usvally I don't
bother with that stretich
because the bees take
care of it.

I've ... been out of
it Por @ while, and I
seem bo have missed a
whole lot.. The bees
come Prom "Hive"?

Yes. And the
patrol knows it. They
keep truing hard to get in
there. It's not a locked space!
Bot whatever the bees Use on
bhem, bhey also have inside.
IF they get in, they come

Hwm, 50 P I can
Mmake it in ... good
to know. Also, Ehank
Wou Por saving my
butt, I --

Po Wou have
d name?
I don't think wou
want me to keep
calling wou "Ghe

phantom."

— R

-~

; 7 I'm not sure
I don't . about this ...
know, I kind of . _ - P,
like "Phantom." L ; . J
Leyna didn't tell That's why I don't --
WoL? My name
is Naomi. Uh-oh.

I, ah, haven't
managed to Pind
Leyna get- I guess
she's Moving
around a lot.

A little too
much. Between B /
vs, I think Leyna is R S
3 ¢ made it this Par. \

"Hive" should be just

taking this all
personally. she's
running herself and around the corner. |
her team Vi %\ Close enough to run /
ragged. : - e N Porit. <

e

Trovble. And
it looks like she
has a target.
Quick!

o _'_'__l—'_‘—|_|_|_|__

e
L -“""‘1.‘_

y it .
/ Pamn it \
And she's gone. Probably '———
\ ported out. I didn't see her /e
\_anywhere Prom above. / = - ~
" WhoissheZls ™\ o 4 wpiﬁgié‘;i“? se ;'H
[ she with the patrols? o
| “Uas ehe been doin going on, the more I
gt O hink I was taken out
r : of circulation '
deliberately. 4

i

2o they'll
just wander the
streetbs like
that?

B
No idea, we think % *
probably not, and as
Par as I can tell, she | '
does this several  / \ 43y !
bimes aday. s\ Actvally, I'm ot sure

b anyone's tried yet.  / -
y . We've all been busy. R

7 Naomi, does bhis
| Peel at all Pamiliar |

completely
UAresponsive, 50 no
'recall, and ne one's Pigured
out how Go restore them.

Not here, but
that doesn't prove
anything. Maybe she
came back here and lePt
again. Mavbe she
jumped somewhere
else instead.

5 i e oP the Woan in the
‘one with the X across her Pace?"

"Exactly. 4ame methods and same sort of result."

"She turned out to be a Priend of yours, didn't
she? Do I remember that right 7"

“She is, and I have access to her personal space

... or at least I did. She and I hadn't spoken For a

while even bePore I got taken out of the action,

and I was already worried about her. -

I think we should go take a look."

_I'

“Or maybe it isn't her. Yes."

“You don't sound like Wou
want to believe that."

"Ch, no. I definitely want
to believe that. I'm just
having trouble bringing
Myself to do it."

THE FEIEND IN QUESTIEON 1S DOEEEN DEAKE, AND HER FOEM AND EXFPLLOITS IN

THE DISCONTINUITY (A5 WELL AS NAOMI'S) MAY BE SEEN IN 55 #15-#i&. -T




a a1
ESCORTED.
ceoup
MAKES ITS
WAY
THROUGH
THE BACK
ALLEYS OF
THE
"SHiBUYA"
DISTRICT-

=
Ok, they
oPten spawn : 7
around the next ; : .
corner, 50 -\ ey
remember the S e S r
roles. IP we're i
attacked, get | —
somewhere they d-uﬁ't\_ " s 7 _ ' "y
have a line of sight: bo
Yyou as Past as you A5 Maire and
can. Any place you "

: I will well Por wou
can Pind. 7

when it's clear. IF we W
don't: do that in FiPbeen L And try not to
Minutes, we've been o | get between our
zapped, you're on 48 quns ang --
ng UF I:IIIHH- "'%’l’ : i & = -“__,.i"-... o
— e b s~ il THIS IS MILLIE. WE DIDN'T LEARN HER NAME AT THE TIME,
BUT SHE WAS BESCUED BY LEYNA I[N THE DISCSNTIMUITY,
AKD LATER RETURKED THE FAVOR. SEE 55 #15-#1&6. -7

- UhhA! -

this is bad ... this
is bhe worst it's
been ...

... What the
hell is wrong

with me? It's like it was

\ Eﬁ that place! I
o Feel s0...50 ...
weird bloating
again ... this is
not a good bime,
stomach ... ... 80 hard to
Lhink ... like my head's
just Pull of ...

This Whole
phone thing is
really a problem. §

IP I need Naomi
again, I can't call her, I
Might not be able to Pind her
... L can go inko my recall space
and leave her a message, but
Y she'll have to recall to even
see she has one ...

" Idon't bhinkI |
redlized before
how mueh we
depend on --

-- What is
bhat sound? 4

Ii.Iil',l'llul'll_,l

= . e T e S S

=

%

‘_‘.-: : ; Bt _' } . " S -{r" E -G;-E -ﬁ_--E -Lr.- E -‘;—-—
. [}
LT i1
'l‘ .

R |,__-':-| ., !

-




ais i Bl o : — Let's get out _
700 o Lhal Lo 7 : of here bePore ¥ ey, Ash, did
-Or" d Few , : anything else we lose
seconds and they JUSG IS ol ' happens. somebody?
me apart! Isn't i % s
that cool?

orchid ...
we need to
tallk.

archid?z
Is that really EI-GL"? / -= giggle --

I'. "
-3 < it's hard te
! I E'I'H |_ T InI L‘lHI‘]a Halﬂr'j = ! a.r I-”-P' HL-]E

nh r bee =] fnl:.h

‘QI_, hURZ -_:"r"":.. it on.

——
_— ———

_ ! 7 see, the thmﬁ ; =
¥ Why did you " s, Wou didn't know \ T
N want: me ovt of the what it would do, but]

way? Was it . Whoever gave it to / .
becauvse of *- Wou did. o S A
"Hive?" > F Thab was somebody at = RN
"Hive," rightZ What if they 4
( wanted me out of the way so
\ they could do ... somebhing, I

¥ e don't know what? =

“‘*———- — _r’ And then wou turn up in ,
: , el -7 _“‘:‘ bhis bee suit, like You've gone
L)/ - Ldon't know o o e W S g Qau the way over ... what am I B 4
A What you mean. Out 2\ A i ot N 5Upposed to bhinkZ AN A
of the waw? You did - d I\ e - Z -‘,\ [
disappear when Wou ey g i6'5 Mot =
tried the Pocus - L\ _’5\ i:-haf-f t
crystal, but .. =% o Nl

-—-\

[ disappeared For RN T B e it P ;,*' They gave me ‘c.i-w:‘“"~ :
More than 8 month. 7 e PRI LT N S SR e o cruatalﬂecauaeItmd*_
That's why Wou T o R e el them I was worried
I didn't know that “\ haven't Seen me. . L WA G e\ e about You. They
was going to happen/I = T ETIAGEL L - AR wanted to help you:
didn't even know you'd ; o g ' T R
vanish. I just wanted to help| = R TR : —
Wou sort out your head! ol Sl TR L e - i And they're
¥ : RS B s s great! Ruby, they've
.Didit help?Z 4 . T o W= H Pigured out telepathy!
N : . L We can talk to each
obiher with just our
 Minds! It's amazing!
And we ¢an do all
kinds of stupPP!

... Actoally, yeah, 3
it did. But -~
_.,.a-'"’+ 4

& -
il
Faeli)
3
oo &

X

I know what you're
Lhinking, but it's not
some kind of cult. No one
there's ever made me do
anything I didn't want to
do. They've never pushed
me, hever told me I
couldn't leave ...

I like it,, Ruby. You
should have a look. You
Might like it too. A lot of
people are joining uUs now,
especially since they know
we're the only ones who
aren't scared of the
patrols.

I have to go
catich up with the
others. I'll see wou
around, I hope.




Well, she Sy R .
may be pissed at L b gorry to do this,
Mme, but she didn't e Leyna, bub I know
cut oPP my access tio e Wou've got access to
her personal people’s locations, at

space. : least iP thew're not
someplace private.

I have to
You here? Find you. And
when I do, we're

going to talk about
. this, whether you

It doesn't ook like it: or not.
like she's been here
in weeks, actually.

I wonder
where she's
sleeping. Lov's,
maybe.

IP she's
sleeping.

/" Didn't you get \
. bhe hint before? ,

q

You khow ... Al ad ‘HH‘ ‘
we're probably not; TR

S

" Leyna, listen tome. I X,
/ didn't inbend to disappear.
| Someone tricked me intoit. I |

| 2

Juung ] l ~ [LILL

\ Was sbuck. It book me that / ;e;-

hy
LS i
"
&

-

AN { F M
l l [T:\ N | TS 4" ok
""-w._ <4 " r If_ 1] N

: ]

taking the right T
approach. .l |

” /I think they ™~
Sl gt o A /

v =
AP did it: on
. T
1 [ me out of the /
'!
S
Y : 2
Y can't think of any e

WA | purpose, to get |
other way to do it. I e W —— N \ - 1" ‘

_ | realize we're just, |
T b breating sumpboms 5%
: B .

== GNEM - [Ermmerait s, w0~ =

: -";1::{;:' ":‘ ‘l-' :;.; ] ey,
IR ST

.l'i._' L. = 5
ik T
z " r'._-.:_i'*. ':.f;l 1 &

] =1

™

/ Right.. Becavse ™ - | - 4

/' When you're not . 5 g

here, the rest of vs 7 T going to bake a Nl =
f = \ .

can't Pind our asses | & ' Il ( 4
e ; ; 4 ; ittle walk over on the

Wit gﬁg& *?E;" ds, is 4447 71 | ‘ _ i other side of the roof.
LA ey o _ - \ S0 I can calm down. {

"—

/" Don't be here
[ when I come back'
| or I might throw

N, WouoPPit. 4

-
-

You're so
goddamned capable that

' all you have to do is _d
disappear Por a month and the - - -

-~

place goes completely to hell . = e
and the rest of vs just have ¥ q” bh"iﬁ Ea:'r. You
to sit and watch it . ink you're going
i ¥ to ride in to the
| : rescve? 4

__._-r"

But they're S
hot: entities.
They're some kind of
algoribhm themselves.
You zap them, all you
buy is a Pew minubes.
ﬁﬁnd there's arlp
inite A
it Sore o 48 W e rorirg
. ourselves ragged,
and Leyna's
Prustrated that she
| ¢an't get anywhere on
Pinding their source ... you
just happened to come at
- s, O, the right time to et off
& | go aPter everything, we bhe Ekpe T 5;’&'&"3
Pigure, not long after ! probably would have
You disappeared. been one oP s,

: - She'll come bo
= _ L 8 her senses,
[-E!']Ha was FEE”!_-'] %, ki promise.
brilliant. Figured out \
what would zap them, got
an algorithmist to make the
guns and her jump armer,
distributed the gun
method as much as I3
she could ... 4 <

/ 1 appreciate \
i A

that, @ina. A =T .
\ i - -~ But iP we are going to .
b Tk g /' Pind the source, g.’e ht'?ave to j : s
5 : ' be a team. All of vs. And I W #5 ~—
\ don't want to wait Por her A b
to get a grip. -

.||I

et



e
" pamnit, ~ LB BT

[ how'dthe gray\ o o N
\ ladygetop ) Prapaoly N
. TerEr | old-Pashioned |
\ way, like me.
"-...n.____._. Etﬂ ir'E'- _.____.-"".

Gina!
Esperanzal

"

=S S Never mind that ... N
=== she's gone anyway.
But Leyna's going bo )

wander right ofF the |

, roof iF we don't corral f

S\ her somehow ... A

by y

S, E
-

b iy
-“‘-“-—-—._.—-""F!

You're kidding.

They love to
do this shit.

Ne've goti to
i get back to the
A '
-}:.

.

I have had

-

Uh, I hope you
aren't hoping I
can repeat that
trick, becavse I
don’'t know how.

¥ Look, without the
f phones ... can we set
place and time to |
rendezvous . '
tomorrow? hr:-}':fi gfr;igg?ap
2 T
spot. Morphic Labs ;" | Eragi.ié‘i?“gﬂé%’;?” 2

escort

No, I'm going Awake Por
a bit: bo check on Leyna.
I'm hoping that her getting
inberrupted cured her
getting graved.

»  IPit didn't --

well, let's not worry §

about that until we S8
have to.




"EUBY HAS A SHORT CHAT W
HER BEDDER 5U3 (AKA SLIE

/) I'M SORRY I
Y/ DIDN'T COME
SOONER. THERE
| ARE 20O MANY
| INTERRUPTS NOW,
AND MOSTLY WHEN
THEY WAKE THEY
JuaT &GO RIGHT
BACK IN.

It's OK. 1
came out bo check
on Leyna. She got
interrupted a short
while ago, and she ...
well, she wasn't
herself at the
bime.

) YES, I
/' TRACKED IT. &HE
{ RETURNED TO
& EEP

W IMMEDIATELY.

Oh, good. I
don't Ghink she'd
have been able to
if she'd still been

graged ...

SsHALL I
RESET YOUR
BED, THEN?

No, I'm not
going back in
right away. I have
someone else to
check on out here
Pirsat,.

i

There is a crisis, which
I guess you've missed
completely. You haven't been
in Sleep at all?

I've only gone in
leng enough to sleep and
maintain digestive cycle. I
don't care to wear a waste
Lhit while I work.,
They're bulky.

Among other
things.

OWK. You didn't notice When
the "anomaly patrol" started
dppearing becavse Wou were

_ stuck at the bobtom of the
At Birat: discontinvity.*

they seemed to be
looking Por unavtherized
manipulation. Mess with
someone without their
permission, bhey show up,
Zap, you get
interrupted.

: Then they

started going after

any manipulation in
public. Even if wou
were just Pixing

Not long aPter I % Y07 Mmakeuvp.

was sidelined, they
started Firing without
provocation on everyone they
could get to -- Which is
pretby much any public
space in Ad.

They're not
entities; they're
barely simulations. No one
knows where they're
coming From or how 6o
shut it down.

Have you
checked the phone

T i : o ; , sHstem?
* S5 #1s, THOUSH WE DIDN'T ENOW WHERBE cHAPMAN WAS AT THE TIME. -T

MEANWHILE ...

— 53
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(FORMERLY
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THE SLEEP LAB WHEREE DE. CHAPMAN IS ATTEMFPTING TL
BEFAIR THE VARIOUS BRESIDENTS OF THE "coma wAeD."

Has there
been a
erisis?®

Neither you
nor Leyna has
checked on me in
over a month.

Leyna's been
distracked, and I

I'd tell you more
about Claybon Barker,

was ... taken out of
circulation all that
Lime.
HAAM,.
e Looped?
Not exactly. —
I'd love to tell you
about it ... [ater.

The phones aren't
working, 5o your
messages didn't pass
through. I didn't see
them ontil just now
when I recalled.

Pleased to
hear about the
progress,
though.

-~
-

/" "telephone conversation” N

| Mean

L e

\ ",,..;-f"f'tr“ﬁ a secondary sustem which

¥

A\ i4 dlready happening inside £ g

e,

]
A\ Mmechanisms of sleep. No need Por
=% visvalization, Por simulation ... it pipes
its signal straight From person to

but he's on his own
schedule right now. His
brain is sorting things out
‘t} internally, and it'll take
N, 85 long as it takes.

Meanwhile, I
Lhink I may have a
breakbhrough with one
| of the Euphorics. IP it
L works, I can apply the
same method to all
the obhers.

... But I get the
impression you're
hot terribly
interested right
this moment.

We've discussed this
bePore . ® \
Though, to be Pair, I didn't spell |

it all the way ovt bhen,

What does 3

in Sleep, where evergbhiﬁghﬁ - L

~ Your head? |

bypasses most of the other

person, Prom mind to mind.

That makes it
incredibly dangerouvs. And
also ideal Por a8 networked
Virus.

But the phones
are down ...

Whit are they
down? Does anyone
know?

7 Uh ... You know, N

I haven't had a What iP they're down

because all their
bandwidth is being eaten
by something else?

That looks good
... Maybe a little
more up top ...

¥ and dark hair.




Look at me ... that's right ...
look at My eyes.

-

Maam ... Bou don't
know it Wet, but this
i5 Your [ucky night; ...

Keep looking ... it'll make

. 30 good.
You got the special doll. You Peel 50 good

I I‘III/I .
/ »

J LS TN

g u I -_ The Peeling's building inside you ...
RS | and as you get closer and closer,
SN our head gets empbier and emptier.

x
% ) !

f ere—————
NS /[ Emptier and emptier. No thoughts.
R Nothing but the wonderful, s
S wonderfPul Peeling. -'

" £ @
In a second you're going to come, and
Wwhen you do, anything that's still in your
head will just: vanish, pooP. There'll be
hothing lePt in there at all.

B

And it'll Peel Pantastic.

Good boy.

Now, while Wou're nice and empty, I'm
going to tell you some bhings I want
Wou to do Por me, CKZ

LEYNA CALLS IT A NIGHT AND &0ES TO LoU's.

" R

This
has not been
MY best day
ever.

You know, when I Pirst got Jong o May I join this

7" you involved in all this, I Pels conversation?
L guilty. It seemed like something
. You didn't want to do ... _ Midnight!

e

I was L
wondering if my

changed, and it started to ""‘EF?;_%EH":S —
Peel like ... not just that Wou A
were the main one doing this,
but that: I was ...
Lhnecessary.

" BUb then something

And this has
never been as
important to wou
asibistome ... 1
guess I just got
resentPul.

I've been
checking in recall
spdace regularly, once
[ remembered I could

Leyna, there's no do it the
way I could do this by old-Pashioned
myselP, Yeah, I have abilities. way.
20 do Wou. You do things I can't We've
do. Hell, halP the time I wovldn't become PFar too
even know what to do iP it dependent on the
wasn't Por your And this is important phone network. As
inPormation. to me. It's just ... there are should now be obvious
a lot of other things that are ko everyone.
important to me oo that I won't
give vp. This is not going to be my
entire existence. That doesn't Though,

Me on' ' honestly, I should
meanﬁéﬁ:u;&a e have realized Leyna

would show Up here
sgponer or later.




You must be Lou.
I'm Midnight.. sorry to
barge into wour personal
space. Finding each other

b o ;

* Not really. The Jompers ™9

and I have been tryjing to keep N
the patrollers out oF the common

has been difPicult. spaces, but that's just becavse I
haven't Pigured out something
better to do, and it's not
¢ lishi :
No Hecd b accomplishing much
apologize. In this case I
think the general good . ,
' p.g.quipggga ggngﬁa! AT This is some kind of ‘
B meeting. networked program. It's

not a person, or people. It's a
chunk of soPtware that's
Mmonitoring and interPering with
everything. I can't tell who built
it, how they got it running in the
sustem ... and I sure don't
know how to turn it oPP.
Yes, that's well
put. First, I'd like to
know if you two have
any information or
progress. APter I went
Awake to check on
you, I also talked to
Dr. Chapman.

Her Pirst
response was that
we should look into
bhe situation with

the phones.,

Why are the
phones out, by the
way? Does anyone

know?

—

As T think you've ===

diready gathered, Monica
Was having ... issves ... well

No. And Dr.
Chapman isn't the
only one who's had o
that idea. ; , Rumor is that
: Brendan Barker

before this. I doubt anyone has
acbually seen her since the =
"Bliss" business,* and she's _— Barkers all have their

But
communications
have been 50 bad ..
ity 5 jU‘*b abﬂut

decided to go talk to
Monica*® about this on his
own. Brendan is an ass,
but: he can be very
clever.

barely communicated
since then.

of them would have cared
until she missed board /-
business repeatedly.

reclusive periods, and naﬁe'"'-)

] 1'-
11 "'l' "_j.l ,.
h -':‘

.l-'
r'
& b5
.".|I 1
o
LAl i |
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bl

doing in fifM‘?'h‘ ~ He hasn't been
way ... heard Prom since.

that Lucius Barker was asked , -
by dosiah to investigate the -

IF you go Pind
her -- and it looks

matter. That was apparentiy SR : like that's what you'll R
weeks ago. He also hasn't il = % heed to do -- I have
been heard Prom : X ho idea what: to tell

since. Wou to expect.

It doesn't mean
they ran into trouble -

Wwhen conPronting Monica, We should

or even that they got that arrange a
Far. The streets seem to R check-in First, so
be Pull of hazards these - I'll know if it goes

days, after all. badly.

I guess no one's
heard anwthing From =

Monica, good or bad? ... Please
; - also keep an
# MONICA BARKER CONTBOLS THE PHONE el R ayle ouk o
SYSTEM, AS WE ESTABLISHED BACZK IN 55 #7. =T % ”l I' - e i, ; Lugivs,

... 50 I got grayed,
and then I got
interrupted Goo# _-
" Yup! And the
interrupt ended the
gray ePPect. Which is
good, becavse Naomi
5aid no one's Pigured
out another way to
break it.

This was
definitely not
here last bime I

"x.\ visibed.

ot B ] T

-
o

L

. g
_ Ty
A=
;

—
—

[ wasn't even
spre the patrollers
would bother to Pire on
somebody who'd been
graved.

=i Ty

et TERES

Ah ... you don't
bhink that's

Doreen, do wou? I'd like to

say no, but I
can's.

T T think s0. IPT can
disable the maglock, N
- ! — — then it's just a question of |88
We'll have to e SO whebher we have enough S
deal with thab. " gy . brote Porce to pull the A
APter we Pigure - - % -l i, doors open. '
out how to deal " T p—
with Ghis.
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4 A -mm'-.mm
feah. sorry about

landing on you. &

L L didn's G
[ expect those
\ doors would open

. 50 easily. .

'ﬁﬂ\"iimnr”} e

o wouldn't be anything on '|' - f_.-"" L-‘-”'_‘,H"E I N

.I \ bhp obher side. At Jﬂaﬁt-' I 5 ; [ don't know iP I A

rt wasn't a bad FEHE Yy el B ! ,,r:an do amqt.hmq mj.l

) - '-..___._ J-| p
AFre— "

- ,
e .‘_

/" Where dowe \
| think we are? |
\ EIHEF‘L*EEH:T* /

> ﬂm.'ebhmﬂ 2 - . - T,
/ like that, yeah. I . =& ‘,.||.1E1H|iﬂ:1ﬁil,f}u
/' mean, all spaces are \
|r representations of data|
\ ... this place is just
N L'.'e-iﬂg very likeral /4 -

N abovbit.

-
o

I |."r Are we inside
\ Lhe Ell'ﬂﬂr'l'l'.‘lhj'u".'"

LERLERRRTILEN TR L) pEILEREDS (i :_ ;i : —a ﬂ s et -.
!hﬂmli* *ﬂllth}l'ﬁ %ﬂﬂllﬂ Im,_, ol i, - " | N N "--‘-'“=-{‘..~, ""

______{ Hﬂu sure. ) : . ' \'I\' Pl B S = : ' Hangon.
4 - - - e o L I'; I.' - : _:-_'_ - 2 g~ - - B # \ ﬂlﬂﬂjt MI:II.I'E- EEE -
& What it does.

lllilli'H'lliH ru-ulllilruur i 1 'T' QIUEEE' the gﬂggleg
T m“t ””I’I'm’r don't tell You about
e e L R anybhing that isn't an
" actual entity?

.~ They pick Lp some
'Er.'u"-L.‘I'EIf.‘:IDH:' normally,
' but: all they tell you isit's

\ imulati imal Except ... what am I
, \ L 2 5rm;gg|gg£:ﬂi hlle seeing over there? We

need bo move ¢loser to
get anID ...

el WEW

fiHi
il

|l|!

|,'|::" V- ~
Thought 0.
Not dead

I don't bhink B and not. !:.urhed \

bheﬁ 're really rggjnSEZ?:g II
([ "activated" in here. This s Good.

would be, ¥'khow, like cold |
storage Por them.

Pormant. . | Now, how do \
IP we leave | oy we geb him outs |
them alone, they'll " ¥ of that? ,r'

ignore vs. L __ |

*i
il'.li '}

g R
SRR |

Il. II'|||

I| l" “IH “HI

N

| ,I i Fr'-:"-
| :J |1.! *Ill""""‘l

; i ||:| "I 1L B 1
! .i !i: rl_:'n._i___” ‘"I

I think ... I can take

oLk part oP this wall,

HopePully Ehat won't r:r*a-'-*-h'f
everything here .

i P

|
|
|
1

But there's no Ploor
under him! We can't just get
hit down; we're going to have to
hang onto him and poll kim in.
Without Palling in ourselves,
please!

Ok. I think I 2an just
about reach ... I'm going to
try to brace on the wall ...

ready?

LTI TLIEET] H'lllll‘lﬂl'lll'l'"

iiliiii) N W!‘*

Andreavéﬁaﬁ
[-":.-] I":irU'E- ;'? ) Fi
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Ok, what did I do

[ast time? All I :
remember is I was _J
super pissed-ofP .. ‘;L ‘

We got their . .
attention. & = | ]'H*"F i

J“'w- v
1 tlhi\&



Well, hang on. IF you
can do that, can wou just
take down all of the

; algorithm? We could end
I I hraaﬂugriure it il b Al Dtiate”

e

o -
- -‘-‘""-

-~ """-‘.
s feah, me too.

;-*'f Because the\““-\
( wall I took out )
has already
Pi} ed t!.‘-afulEI'I'lb

a-

‘_____'r .

T, o p—— —
— i T -

7 Come on, N
*-"" [ Lucivs, wake up
"':'l.l'.,i 50 we can all

. \}:a{e-:ari oot ... 4

I T
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-'F.- 3

H'Hihl

s 1 il il:':ﬂ[llﬂ ﬁr"lllflm
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& e il

I don't
Lhink that'll
work.

= i -l T A N e ol
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He's waking ur:I
Lugivs, recally
Reecall now!

il
ihgatal

| !
il (‘fh}}s};‘,‘;‘éﬂ%ﬁ“‘ ’
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L

lp#l'

ety

%.’:" ; We'll explain
*y = later! Do it/
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OUR HERZES EESROUFP AT SERENE'S THE NEXT DAY.

You know, I'd
given up believing
that you'd ever It's only taken me
actually get a sofa ten years ... what are
in here. Wou, impatient?

Get a quorum of
Barkers, go out to the
root console, and shut

the phone network
down PFrom there?

Have you
heard From
Lucius? Is he

all right:Z

Lucivs is Pine.
Embarrassed at being

“We can tru
; bu send to one of
the other
[ complexes. That "|
| occurred to me days

| ago. We may not have .'

\ a specialist, but I .;'
\_guarantee Aor ,

"'\.___‘ .IﬂI 4 ﬂ' . ..-"'" H"' -

v You can do “Wﬂ don't, g
\_ that? /) existina N\ "
= “vacuum. That's \
i [ Mostly Josiah's doing;
| he's reluctant to even |
communicate with the
H other complexes. But I
\ care less about what /
N Josiah bhinks

"””a._‘ every day.

" But they may
W not cooperate, and
even iP they do,
long-distance travel
Awake is very tricky to
arrange these days. It
would take a while. We
could vse a Faster
solution.

Huh. Well, I
have another
possibility to

oPPer.

caught, but Pine. He sends his
bhanks. since Wou went in there
with Your Paces concealed, I didn't
Eell him your identities. We may
want to let him in on it one
day, but there's no hurry.

20, Now we know
that Monica is definitely)
entangled in this, and it

doesn't seem like we'll get
her tio shot it down ...
what are our other
options?

sure. Bub
there are two

really big

problems.,

First, she's not
the least bit
trostworthy.

Second, we
banned her From
Sleep.

The problem is,
it's not an access
problem. IF I knew how
to do it saPely, I could
shot it down From
here. Or Prom
anywhere,

The phone network
is very complex and it's
entangied in a lot of other
sustems. Going to root and
using a blunt tool -~ I
wouldn't want to risk it.

What we
actually need is
expertise. Someone
who understands
the damned
bhing.

ARBE THEY EEALLY DESFPERATE ENOUGH TE &2 FIND NATHANIEL BAEKEE AND BEING
HER BACK INTO SLEEFT yoU'LL HAVE T WAIT UNTIL THE NEXT ISSUE T2 FIND ouUT/!




