Once we didn't have the patrol or
the bees to think about, we could
Finally spend a little time tracking

down this woman who keeps turning
people into mindless gray things.

“Oh, hew,
Poreen! Nice
Lo see Wou!

It's been

ages! How
are you

doing?" The Pew times we managed to get a

read on her, it didn't help becavse she
didn't register as an identity. But then
we started timing her appearances
against other events.

s g gpeciPically, every 5o
: oPten Doreen
disappears Por a while,
then reappears, and
guess who we always
Pind operating in
exactly that gap?

We have to talk.

S0:
What the Puck?

, : I don't want to have to
Cut the shit. push, but I am geing to
heed soMme answers,
I've been trying to Pind
Wou Por weeks, and I
bhink You know it.

pins

¥
10U know T s - “I'd already been thinking a lot about Bhak S " "When we got ouvt, I was miserable For days ...
what? Fine. T L o = M kind of Ehing, and I realized ... most of e W like somebhing was missing. Finally I got it. I
AT ; = want bo be mindless. It wasn't just mi : L wasn't helping anumere. I needed to go back to
- Bhe was doing it a difPerent way, but it R b doing that. And I realized I could do it. I mean,

.. was the same ided. And then, in that place, IS o I knew how. I don't krow how I did, but I did."
L e : w2 dll of & sudden I had the ability to helpe® Y

But don't blame me A e Gl TR T T TR

iF you don't like it. < <ol R e o

"Iy, WX

e

It started when we
were all in that place. T et S T B £ M A
When we got pulled in, b * B LS b, o TR P S e
we were doing your el - 3R S TR e PR
scenario.® RBemember?
The woman who wanted
to be an animal?

Doreen, that's -- i
That's just -- No, I don't!
‘ There's nothing wrong with me, Ruby.

You just don't see it, becauvse Wou're

: one of the ones who doesn't have to

1 knew you play the same way. You have power.
wouldn't like it. 4 You get to make your own world iP You
don't like the one the rest of us have

56 3ol Wih. = And I haven't changed; I'm
It's not whether the same person I was when
like it,, it's that it's = You met me. I've just caught
wrong! Most on, is all. I watched what
people don't want to ; i ] was doing. I Pigured out
be mindless! Maybe ' what I was looking Por.

You do, but ...

Ruby. Most of us Pinish —

work -- work we shouldn't - hat about Bliss?

even have to be doing, B
sometimes -- and we go thought that was giving

get wasted, or try to get
enough sex to get a good
haze on, if our jobs don't

ou the escape You
heeded ...

Mmake vs hate sex ...

As sp0n as we don't have
to do any of the stuPP we
want to Porget, we go ofP
and try bo Forget it For a
while. Over and over.

You Pucked up Bliss Por me.

Doreen, what . :
. ‘ You and Leyna. You made bhem put in those
happened to you? You limibs. A Pew Minutes a day is no good. I'm

weren't like this once. 2B ;
What changed? looking Por something permanent.

I don't know why wou couldn't just let people
stay in Bliss long-term. Oh, wait, I do know

I hate to say it, but ... becavse then we covldn't pay, huh?
... iP You really Gotta keep LS in debt.
3 r'y > believe all that, then
= e walin — NE ... Wou need help.
= "':-::""': g E_.
Y e Bows S T

That's not true and it's not
Fair. I don't like the system
any more than --

Yeah, and
Wou could.

S .

hen why the Puck do wou
support it7 Why do Wou help
them, Ruby??

Look, I'm just trying to help deal
with people who are tirying to
Mmake Sleep miserable Por others,

O, I'll stop.

And right now, no matter what
Wweird ideas you might have, that Yo X ,
includes you. I'm sorry. = _ (ol

Stop changing people, Doreen. 1 I - : .
am asking vou. As a Priend. 5 ! e

threat, huh?

.. Don't come back

That's a ‘
here again.

No, but iP you don't stop, it will be.

Poreen ... I don't want to have to take

Wou down by Porce. ;
I don't want to see

HWoU anymore.

I kinda Pigured.

W ORDSYAN DI MAGEYBYRTIRIUB
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LIFE MUST GO ON. e > | (S Y A ﬁ
|

- = = = = L 4 ";"{, : i \
THE LACK OF A PHONE SYSTEM HAS MADE IT CONSIDERABLY MORE DIFFICULT FOR RUBY Vile ¢ That's 3

rsh, don't W
TO GET AND ARRANGE SCENARIO JOBS, BUT SOME ARE STILL COMING THROUGH- bhfﬁ?ﬁrhlé“;ﬁffﬂﬁﬂ.ﬁ

MY color scheme isn't
to everyone's taste,
I should have but that Ploor cost a
known it'd be B . ' lot oF money.
Wou I'd Pind in ; "
this vile place.

=

As Por My captive,
wou're too late. I've
dlready begun
draining him. Soon
he'll be an empty,
mindiess husk, to
shape to my will.

[ S AT A N s

He'll still be Pun in
bed, though, iP
Wou're into that
kind of thing.

T demand you N
release your
captive!

e =l.-—_:.-._-u1:.‘1“
SN

e

4pare me your ! |
twisted humor, NG ik f SN Bt I believe I prefer
witch. A : = OPbion C, Where you meet
My supplicants.

Release the duke, or your ' | ap e bhia? Yo TR
expensive Ploor will be . A '[:hat I= th,fl“" et
awash with your blood! | - Sy T il FIUE M Sl Do

R e Woung women just to
a B : e .- - reach YouZz Do You
— > i = F love innocent blood S
that much? :

Hww. Well, I like that
Wou made it an "or."

Hey, innocent blood is g
delicious. Don't knock it
uhtil you've tried it.

But those two are
hardly innocent.

And that wasn't
what I had in mind.

" Once they've soPtened wou vp, L'l
don't know Why you're 50 \ make you into my thrall as well. Then
X . e Wou and the duke can play all oo like.
shocked. They juSE want 6o ) : e AL

give Yyou a liktle kiss!

No, Baroness, it is you

who shall be in thralll!
Submit to me ... let
Wour mind go blank ...




LATER, AFTER THE SCENARIO
HAS CONCLUDED THE WAY
THEY ALWAYS DO il

You've worked with me Por
years, Raz! you know how this
goes. You khnow that keeping the
mood is bhe most important part.

r,,-:"'-

.. But did you

'.
| =
|
' - have to kick Me ¥ yo, were about to
|’} 50 hard+? Mess Up the whole B I don't know//
i :
o
\:

=~
il )

Definitely going to
be glad to get out
of this makeup.

Oh, this is nothing.
fou shovld have seen the
one she did last year.

e

Up Por it wWith j
enthusiasm. 4

Al right, go on.
No harm, no Poul.

'''''

W But, Raz, do me a Pavor.
Try to think about where
You might: have gotben a
spggestkion like that. Who
Might have given it to you.
Try hard to remember,

I'm probably
going to ask wou
about it again.

BUBY BETUBNS T& HER PERSONAL SPACE.

I wonder, iF §
I slept Por
three daws,

if anybhing

would be
better
when I

woke Up.

1]
R, SR ST SIS N SR

Look, I know you
probably don't
want to see me ...
but I really need
to talk to You.

It's not about being sorry. I khow

Wou're sorry. That's not the problem.

D Orchid, you brought me that Pocus

/ erystal, and I know Wou didn't know what
it would actually do, but you still
( brought it. Because someone told you it
| Was a good ided. Someone You trusted,
\  and shouldn't have. Someone Yoo .
N, dpparently trusted more than me. £
-"'_'_._.___'- = =

i ™

~1 just wanted to™

help! S

-H““""\.
sure, but did You N\
actually talk to me
about itZ

hd then, when I tried to tell yoUsy
that what Wou were getting into
was a really bad idea, wou didn't

trust My judgement. You blew me oPP
completely. Again, wou trusted

people whe Wou didn't even know
very well instead.

You don't trust
me, Orchid. And
that means I
can't trust you.

But ... I didn't do any
of that on purpose/
I didn't krows/

I realize that ... but
do Wou understand
that doesn't matter?

EUBY IS BEFEREING T EVENTS IN SS RL7 AND R25. =T

I had to get wou out, Past,
before the customer covld realize
that wasn't part of the script.
What were Wou Ehinking?

Ruby, I know wou're nok
going to believe me, but I
swear it's troe ... it was
... L wasn't doing that. It

wasn't me!

It was like someone was
controliing me. Like ... like
omeone ordered me to do iti.
And I eovldn't tell them no!

HAM.

Do you have any idea who
that could have been?

Carly, how would you
Peel about teching a
\ passive For a while?

Might be OK ...

iF you told me

what the hell's
going on.

Spmeone's trying to get
me. This is the second Lime
thew've messed with a
scenario.

Remember the weird t.hin
that happened with the
alien-experiment, one7#*

I know an obvious
spspect, but no one know
Where she is. And it's not
really her stiyle. Might
Lake me a while to Pigure
Lhis out.

At least with passives when
something goes nuts you
¢an say 'cot’ and do it over,

And Trish Carter has
been aPter me to
collaborate Por months.

~This isn't a good time. I'm really tired,
Orchid. I've been brying to salvage my
career and it's not going well.

HukZ =

b, ou've gotta be tired too.

didn't know April had
started the circus again ...

7Your hair. You onll) gt
{: wear it that way = Ch. Yeah, it's been <=

Porthe ack. _4"hiynning Por two weeks. T
\ It's picking back up,
. but not Past

T

Ruby, Ijust ... I'm
sorry. I'm sorry about
all of it. I'm sorry I was
stupid. I'm sorry any of
it happened.

I don't think I can be any sorrier
than I already am, but I can try. Can
Yoo tell me what I need to doto
make it right?

Becauvse I don't know what that is.

I never thought
Wou were
maliciovs, Orchid.
That didn't cross
MY mind.

Look, I atill want to
be Priends. I want to
go out Por drinks and
hear about how
everything is going.

And right now I'm
tired and cross
and sad and I need
you tio leave.

Bub I can't be
more than that.
[ can't doit.



- =
Cora?

>

N , g
THI! I'm Mina. Nice to TS

Mmeet You. Thanks so B
I, Much Por waiting. &

1

7 Now, what problems B
_can I help you with? &

¥ Uh ... to tell you the truth, I'm not
even sure I should be here. You're a
therapist, right But I don't need --

EESULAR EEADEES MAY
BEMEMBER MINA MARKLDV.

MINA WAS SOCMEWHEEE BETWEEN A
LIFE COUNSELLORE AND A
MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER. "A cLEAR
MIND IS A POWERFUL MIND" wWAas
HER SLOEAN. SHE &GAVE
FEESENTATIONS TO LAEBSE
AUDIENCES, AND PEIVATE
CONSULTATIONS T2 INDIVIDUALS,
AND DESPITE A NUMBEE OF
EUMIES ABLUT FRAUD AND EVEN
LESSE SAVORY THINGS, MADE A LOT
OF MONEY.

THAT WAS BEFOEE DE. CHAFPMAN,
WHE FELT MARBKSV WAS
EXFPLLITING PEOPLE AND LEADING
THEM INTZ2 MENTAL DECLINE,
TUENED HEE INTZ A LAB EAT.-*

MINA DIDN'T SPEND LONE AS A
BAT, 8UT IT WAS JUST A LITTLE
TOO MUCH TIME. WHEN SHE WAS
FORCIBLY INTERRUPTED (BROUGHT
AWAKE) BY BUBY AND LEYNA IN AN
ATTEMPT TZ SNAP HER 2UT OF IT,
SHE WAS STILL CATATONIC. IT
TEOOK HER MANY MONTHS, ON HER
OWN, INSIDE HEE HEAD, T2
REALIZE SHE WAS A PEESON
AZAIN-

THESE DAYS MINA HAS A MUCH
MORE SUBDUED STYLE. SHE
DOESN'T &IVE FEESENTATIONS

7 You just Peel like things %
could be better. Like

somebhing is missing. Or

A ish't doing what it: should. £

Tell me, how oPten do
Wou Peel stressed?
Anxious? Do wou Pind
wourself Peeling upset Por
ho particular reason?

Right. That's your mind

ANYMORE, AND SHE DOESN'T MAKE i | o | !
HOUSE CALLS. IN FACT, SHE'S

SELDOM SEEN IN PUBLIC. HER

CUSTOMERS COME TE HER. BUT

THE NATURE OF THE BUSINESS IS

BASICALLY THE SAME --.

reacting to unPulfilled
potential. It's saying "This is
Sleep, I could be anything I
wanted here, but something
I mean, there's nothing wrong. keeps holding me back ..."

There's nothing to Pix. I just --

# /N 5SS #Z -T

o/ going to make u-ﬂu
[ cluck like a chicken
or anything. In
Pact, I can't make
Wou do anything
Wou don't want

BN Andyoucande B _3 g EaD
S Something about that Z . | e A B 16's just bhat ™\
there's a part of \
your mind we need \
to reach, and
You've got walls
built around it.
Hypnosis is the
\ Pasbest way pas
0, those walls.

You can do something
about that. All I can do is
Show Your mind how to do i

S

There are aInFumber' of A&
waus, but I Find that s
hypnosis is vsvally the ) Areyor N\ £

easiest. Have you ever comPortable? Is | >
i the chair L_ﬁ OK. Relax as completely as you can. Close your

een hypnotized?
osaf hgprabieac adjosted all /RN eves i? you like. I want yo ko concentrate on my
right 2 g l\ voice, and only on my voice. Nothing else is here.

¥ _ Just my voice.

A wh

SUT IN THE AWAKE WEORLD, DE. CHAPMAN 1S5 WEOEKING TS BRECOVER VARIOUS PECPLE IN
A STATE OF cOMA SIMILAR TS MINA'S -.. INCLUDING SOME SHE PUT IN THAT CONBITION.
'

You can't sneak vp
On Me, You know.

| ) -
B
- - f j
i ; o ". 1 |
il 4
e o \
I wasn't trying to.
- ——— ” -
3 Full house, huh?

. Al six tubes.
Ty

‘ on't want to clean
Up Your own mess?

Those are the remaining Euphorics.
Remember I said I had a breakthrough?

You know better than
that. I made a promise.

I'm expecting to have them all recovered
within the next week or two.

But what I can't
seem to get wou to
believe is --

... Look, they're not ?-crr:-d pecple. It's like

with Claytion Barker: I understand why you
want them repaired, but you also have to
acknowledge that it might be betiter Por

Then I suppose I'll everyone else iP they staved comatose.

start on the rats.

I'm not saying I don't agree, but I
Peel like bhat's not the point.
ﬂ!agtan is trouble, sure, but he
didn't deserve that, and I don't
Lhink your rats did either.

Assuming you still want
bhem to recover.

You didn't meet
any of them
before they were
rats.

B =




got wour report on
the outcome of the
bees and the
patrollers. Bead it
with great interest,

Thank Wou Por setting me
on the right track.

IP Wou knew the network was
that powerPul, I'm surprised you
didn't try to vse it yourselp.

Didn't have the ability.
You needed a network
engineer, you'll notice.

lePt something out
of that report.

Penny said we always
heed leaders becauvse
Mmost people can't
Punction without bhem.
She said we need gods
and queens bo survive.

Penny had deranged
ideas, and she probably
wads a megalomaniac. I
shouldn't give her the
brain time. But I can't

seem Lo get that line out
of my head.

hat's becavse
the back of your
Mind knows she

was right.

And anyway, I'm
interested in changing
bad actors, same as

Wou. Not altering the
place wholesale.

I admit I have Paults, but Not the answer I
megalomania is not one. I wanted to hear.

am not Nathaniel Barker.
You didn't come Awake

just to compare notes.
What's on your mind?

You don't conPide in me :
to get the answers You Have HDU: :

want. You conPide in me _
to check your math.

It's not true of everyone, of
course. It never has applied to
me much, becavse I barely play
within the system at all; I'm an

observer ...

And it doesn't apply to wou
because wou're a god who
happens to be in denial.

How's your personal life? Not
going especially well right now?

Now why would
You ask that?

I'm 8 paychologist.

They tell me it's just like in
Have Wou ever had Sleep, but: stickier.
sex, Awake?

CLAYTON

: BARKER |1&
I'm here, CLO. caner':cl'.”?:ﬂ:::; s
I I | AL
What's wrong? DEMANDING HE
BE ALLOWED TO

RETURN TO

SLEEP.

Leaving 50

I don't want him to see me or soon+
know my identity. I'm sure Ruby
Peels the same way. Can Wou lead
him Ghrough reentiry without vs?

ALREADY M
FROGEESS. 1
s ASSUMED YOU
WANTED TO BE
NOTIFIED.

Yes. Thanks.

Relvctantly.

IP Clawton's going back
to Sleep, I need to warn
some people there's a
stiorm coming.

... Thank wou, Zvé.
I needed that.




A MEETING OF THE SHAREHOLDING BABKEES, TW DAYS LATER (ABSENT
MONICA)- JOSIAH IS IN A VERY BAD MOOD. HE'S PRACTICALLY SHOUTING -

... doing to make you ULELERE
take me seriously iPit's | !
the last thing I do!

[ toldwou I didn't want
your vigilantes operating. I
warned you. Repeatediy.
We even tiook a vote!

And now we have no phone
system! Because, apparentiy,
Wou told them it was Pine to
just take it down without
consulting the rest of vs!

And you two are the
ones who accuse me
of acting unilaterally!

///_‘-\H

1P the alternative was the phones

y
¢ As T bold wou bePore, we™,
Would have consulted with
Wou, if you hadn't decided
to disappear. The phones
were already out by then,
and You didn't respond to
Messages.

And iP you had,
and I'd said no,
you'd have done it
anyway.

et

Josiah, there's wanting “"'x‘
consensus and then there's
plain stubbornness. You've

refused to consider Pixing
B i R : things before, everlpwhen r
ealiZ eded Pixing. /
was theonly thing YL R >4 ©adly heedad Fixing.
that was going to | Yahe 25

stop the problem ...
probably, yes.

v,

Your laissez-Paire
\_ bit is getting old.

T

Did you want the
bees and patrollers
to keep terrorizing

people?

T,

N

- UM e
Ahbbdil T T s e VT e

perma"ent‘lﬂ bEiﬂg drgahrEd S H.Eﬁ" PEGFIE\\*‘ l,f‘%ur!g ltl was aﬁﬁﬂl"ﬁn butl no rea{ daMa A
xﬂﬂ-‘ﬂrﬂ just avoid going into public spaces, at ,—-—_______{ i being done. 'Eutglyau didn't want. !mg e
xreaab until we Pound a better answer. - . waib! You jUst Sent in wour Strike beam bo .

o
x-.:‘_‘_‘_‘_‘-‘_‘_‘__ | e H‘__‘:::}-
—_— S

BEENDAN BAEKEE.

-‘1‘-‘-‘-—-‘-‘-‘-‘_‘-‘_‘_‘_'_‘—-———-1
I"n.,‘
!

EZEKIEL- BABKER, N&T
SAYING MUCH, AS USUAL -

Pauline! He's right, that's not the point.
This is about vsurping our avthority. IF we
have these people at large doing these sorts
oF things, then our customers won't come to
vs with problems.

And why would they do that
anywau? You -~ we -- never Fix
anuthing! There's a general
perception that all the Barkers
actually dohere is take
everyone's money.

A perception
that isn't wrong,
I might: add.

LUCIUS BABKEE .-

—

You're making my case Por me! All of 8
sudden we have all these people walking
around doing things they shovldn't have
the power to do. It's out of control, and
we're sitbing here allowing it to happen!

You think they're connected?
Sgounds like you're sawing that without
Serene and Pauvline's "strike Porces," we
wouldn't have had Melinda to deal with.
That seems like a stretch.

No, I'm saying they're
both part of the same
problem! IF we invibe in

the vigilantes, we
invite in the Melindas.

We can't allow eithenr! Well, now, that's an

interesting thing to hear.

""'x,,‘__ burn their way through the problem/

/ Bomor has it that iF not
" Por that "strike team”
Pinding Wou, Wou'd still be
. Wandering Shibuya
\wMindlessly as a gray doll.

)\
That ... Uh ... that's
not the point!

/ And the bees and patrollers
were definitely doing "real
damage.” Businesses wenre
closing. A cult was Porming
Lhder our noses.

It just wasn't anything that
aPPectied wou personally,
50 Wou didn't give a damn.

FAULINE BAEKEE.

Two of those "vigilantes"
solved the murder of someone
who was important to me.*

There were no other
resources I covld have
torned to Por that. We don't

have any detectives.
hose same two resorted to drasti

= emergency means to keep Clavton and
| HAMILTON BAEKEE- Melinda shannon Prom having complete
- contirol of the place.® I know you

haven't Porgotten that. You covldn't do

anybhing about it; she and Clayton had

Wou" letel
30 You've completely you all subdued and trapped.

gone over, Ham?
Maybe you should sit
on the other side.

I always wondered
how you managed to
aveid being taken ...

ov know, Brendan, I believe in being
palite to MY Pamily, but I have limits.

They missed me becavse I had the
good sense to hide Prom them. And I
# S5 #9 AND #11, BESPECTIVELY. HAMILTON IS BEING don't like Wour insinvation.
OBLIGUE ABOUT THE LATTER BECAUSE HE DOES NOT CABE TO
BEVEAL SOME OF WHAT HAPPENED ON THAT ADVENTUBE. -T

Because what Iremember is
when I said, "Hey, join up with vs
and get a good seat at the
table," you said, "sure."*

Claybon?Z

Aren't you supposed
to be in a coma?

You and Zeke were both happy
Lo “invite her in" When you
thought: it meant wou could get
control of the place.

SowasI.I'll own it.




e i ’al

T

Oh, You're squeaky-clean, huh? IP you saints over here “x\
want to make everything better Por everybody, why didn't
Wou start at home? Why'd Wou let Josiah and Prentiss
SCrew Me over, just like they screwed my mother over?
S

Hey! I only wenb
along with it
because You two
didn't give me a --

Pon't get me wrong. I'm not trying to slam you,
Brendan. I think you and I agree a lot about the way
things shovld be. But You can't take the high road.
You'd use anything you could get. S0 would I.

e —
— i,

Shut up, Eehé, I'mjust more

-

gp trying to imply I
was in with Melinda,
that was projection,
huh, Brendan? Nice.

don't have to take
that Prom you!

Hey, Pavline, if that'
what you think of
Clawton, what do you
really think of me?

hat's a hell oF &
way to treat your
Cousin.

I am not a jerk! |

W (<hot up, Zeke.

Clawton. I am giving you wour Pive
percent. EPPective right now.

Josiah, does this

honest about it.

You've got a lot of
herve coming in here
trying to sound like we
should listen to
anything you say --

Just because wou don't
think we should be allowed
to appreciate what we
have ... you want vs to just
pretend that all of what
I don't think wou \, We've built doesn't geti us
want to know, anything?
Brendan.

Well, if my Pamily
wasn't Pull of jerks, I
wouldn't have to. You
think you get a pass
just becavse wou're

related?

Sleep "hell" Por
anybody!

Ch, You don't
_think 507

1 didn't ask yov, |

You sold me out Aerene

as s0on as you

A :
gou & cnance: oo damned bad,

Brendan.

Uh ...

well, it's about time.

They're my
shares, Pavline.
T'lldo as I like

with them.

‘ [’

E ari |
p————— el piS
_“ | -
T doubt it Will Make YoL aNY
less of an asshole, Clayton,
but it will prevent wou From

using that old grievance as an
excuse Por it in bhe Pubure,

Mean ... you aren't

retiring, are you?

Not: wet,
Pauline. And try
to sound less
delighted at the
prospect.

— i 3 -——'--—-._'_‘_{,-I

el
_{#— "-1‘.‘;-.\
T,

fou agree witih the guy at the end of the tab:l-!‘é““x] \

With the stick up his 855 that I don't deserve
MY shares just becavse I'm a bastard? .~/

_—

We have an obligation!
Qur goal shovld be to make
Sleep better Por everybody
in it! Nob "Make Sleep great

Por Barkers and hell For
everybody else!"

@ive Me a reason
why I should care.
Seriously. You think
I'm an asshole?
Fine. But we are
in ¢harge, and
they --

People out there already
think we take too much in
bed Pees and rents, and with
someone like Clayton going
around running a protection
racket ontop oP it ...

“T'm entitled to a cut,
Lucivs. You can call it
whatever you want.

",

b
Brendan, I am giving Wou an
additional twenty percent.
Mso ePPective immediately. /

-

I'm taking a leave of absence Prom board
aPPairs. The FiPteen percent of shares I retain
are taking a leave of absence with me.

IP you all manage to act like you're
Members of the same Pamily again,
perhaps I'll come back.

Until then, Wou're on your own,

#-

No, Claytion. I think you
don't deserve shares
becauvse you're the other
kind of bastard.

Even if you'd had
those shares all your
life, you'd still be a
complete asshole.

And there it is.
Out in the open.
You think they're
just here to be
exploited --

People do leave
Sleep sometines,
o0 know,

rendan --

»

'a_._‘_‘_‘-

o

i,

... Thank you? )

—

It's your

inheritance. Try to

use it wisely.

I hope Wou
work it out.




THEEE DAYS AFTEE THAT, A VEEY DIFFEEENT KIND OF
MEETING TAKES FPLACE IN PAULINE'S PERSONAL SFACE.

We thought it was past time we
all Pormally met one another. Especially since we've Pigured i
out that the three of Wou have Is that Coleman as in -- J==
been working together Por a while o —
now and not letiting on.

Well, it hasn't been an actual
arrangement ... we just seem to
oPten be chasing the same bhings ...

IP Pauline isn't
going to let on that
she wWas My
customer, then I'm
: ' sure not geing to
\ ' blow her cover.

Even s0. Let's make it ar:tua!.“-]
I'm Pavline Barker.

! f -.'-.-.i-:.-;t '1'

-%-.%....

1m.----—--,..‘\“l
I wish Momma had ) ' Yes. How much have
dropped a@ hint what < Wou told them about |
she had or hadn't the sitvation? &

told Pauline.

Josiah stalked ofF,
leaving the rest of the

shareholding Barkers at i
each others' throats? Ch, ib's worse than that.

BePore he Plounced, he gave
Ly =) away exactly the wrong
| E‘n"EH that covld give it o amounts of shares to the

away if she's paving = - . : _ - < R wrong people.
attention ... oh, well, it : v - : : e ,

seems like we've
decided to trust her,

———

And I'm Serene
Barker.

I wish this covld be a
more pleasant social
We've gob problems. 73 Serene, MyselP, Lucivs, and
' Hamilton -- with Porty percent of
the shares ...

... and another -- Brendan, Clayton,
and Ezekiel -- who also have Porty

Brendan and r:ﬂ[aljban g
arrangement may not 1ast more
than a week or so, iP they don't kill
each other sooner. But while
they're united they can do all

LEYNA USES HER MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME TO AVOID BEVEALING kinds of damage.
THAT SHE IS SERENE'S CHILD AND SECBETLY A BABKEE. :

Ok, but hang on a second.
You know I'm not here to help
Wou with politics --

W 'What about Monica?
Whose side is she on?

> S i
d Nobody's, at the moment. APter the ~ " % o
patrollers were shut down, Monica's
persondl space detached Prom its
access point. she's presumably in it, but
ne ohe can get to her, she doesn't
respond to messages, and she hasn't
showh any signs of coming out.

_mﬁ___'___

Bhe May not even be in her right

, mmd Sooner or later we'll have to
( Pigure out how to get someone in = i ' 3
| there to try to help her, but Por now, . gl r M aware, Buby. But this isn't just a>
\ We assume she isn't participating in " I poardroom Peud, even though Brendan

” any vobes, just like Josiah. J _ e would probably say it is.

rd
&

4

| 50 We have deadlock, and we'll have to deal with L . SRR One of these groups is actually going
A \whatever nasty things Brendan and Clayton decide 60> _, - oaeaes . b Honie e Al right T
do. It's hard to get rumors these days, but a message - SASICRev Y o preventing harm, aren's wou?
I got: this morning tells me they've already started to Rig e

Mmake trovble.
-

Xcuse My saying so, but G
that division of shares .. " On! dure, but vou can't
just doesn't make sense to "/ really understand how that
Mme, no matter how I try to got to be such @ mess

slice Up the pie. Yeah, me neither. I'd like to "im P . [
know how that came about. W'ETEE gpapﬁﬁ@tﬁi‘gfaﬁﬂ hole &8

That's Pine. Give me
the whole deal.

... JOU Willbe sorry.
Ml right, make sure you're
sitbing comPortably.

Well, that's mostiy
about Pavline's side of
the tree, so she can
probably tell it .
better. o

-~

——_

.

GCENTLE REAPER: 1He NEXT PAGE 186 COMPLETELY OPTIONAL. SOME PECPLE WILL FIND IT INTERESTING AND OTHER PECPLE WILL ... NOT.
YOU ALREADY KNOW EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THE BARKER SITUATION, S0 IF LOOKING AT THE NEXT PAGE HURTS YOUR BRAIN, SKIP TO PAGE 10 WITH ALL HASTE!




ZBAY BoX = DECEASED

; The hfﬁior*y of the
amily in A4 is only on § ; : ,
e 7 : MALAC I MATILDA, Malachi and Matilda both died of old age. Hardy
IEE‘:.;;I | d*;.hg: gﬁ;ﬁ'ﬂ] i (GRAHAM) sbock, but bhen, even outside ﬁeeg, Barkers "
and AZ are reaily V tend to live 3 long Gime iP they don't get PNAC.
cabﬂga%'tf;"%-uﬁuri Hﬂ';;: "Wait, what's FNACF"
h actually memorize ,, . 3
G4 ol o, 1o oser | [ee | [Saea| mmmy [ ke | [BSsSCoAl s st ioasr el st
4 : 25% 25% = 25% Z5% ¢ about it. Barkers have a genetic tendency

to progressive nevreacanthocytbosis. Your
bodi Makes Weird-shaped red blood cells
that don't de their job. Gradvally it makes
monre and more of them, and then Wou die.

ke is gay and didn’t have any children. I don't know where he is !
these days, some private space somewhere, same as Jeanne. IP you have it, you vsvally Rqﬂw by the
Barkers have long generations -- about thirty wears, give or take time you're twenty, and you're vsvally
-- 50 bhey're over a hundred and twenty Wears old by now. dead bePore wou're FiftY. That's whi

Erasmus Barker died at Porty-three."
You'd think being homosexval might incline him to be less racist, but when
Rebecca wanted to marry a Black man, he and Joseph were the two who
threw a Pit, along with Matilda. sarah supported Rebecca, and Malachi didn't
give a damn, which is probably why Rebecca got: to keep her shares. s —

Malachi and Matilda
Barker started A4, and
immediately got busy on
making a dynasty. They
had Pour children.
Malachi was a real
hard-ass, I'm told, but he
plaved Pair: he divided
the A4 shares evenly,
Z50% to each child.

Ve told them most —
of that part.

An, OK. Well, Naomi
hasn't heard it. You
want to tell it?

You go ahead. I want bo ™\ | ¥OU CAN FIND SERENE'S VERSION
hear how Wou put it. OF THIS PABT IN S5 #11.

Al rights ... well, let's see. Rebecca had two children,
Sophie and James. She didn't approve of James' wife,
and that's probably why she didn't divide her shares
evenly; she gave Pour-PiPths of them to Sophie.

Serene, do Wou ever

aee Juanita? Sometimes. She's not very

Bevond that, nobhing much happened to those

shares, Sophie's ZO® descended to Lucivs, and lugid. Once she asked me Where
' | REBECCA REC James' 5% came to Serene ater Samuel died. damuel was. She remembered a
Mminute later, and we were both
BEMEMBER, WHEN too sad to talk.
Yo MAEEY A
BARKEE, Y&l TAKE L
THE BAEBKER MAME, SOPHIE JAMES
WHETHER YOU ARE A Ao e Believe it or not, despite the rest of the
fﬁgﬁfﬁfﬁﬁﬂ% " P2 Pamily treating them like dirt, that's the
MARBYING LIP. — o low-drama wing. sarah's branch is where the
L
SAMUEL ]L— NI real mess happens.
2% 527, e
ARAH JONATHAN
= (MUELLER)
Leah and Rhea were identical twins who were nothing alike. It was clear Prom early on that Rhea was L
dePinitely having kids and Leah (Mom vsed to joke about how she got the lesbian gene, too) was LEAH RHEA '— JEREMY Jacoe o
dePinitely not. Also, Rhea had PNAC and, somehow, Leah didn't. Rhea didn't tell Jeremy she had it, which / V (ecomn T
was a mean thing to do. When she died, Jeremy was crushed -- and lePt with two Pairly young children.
Leah helped raise them. In Pact, iF she MATTHEW JUDITH
adn't been gau, people would have talked about _,/// — FPATEICIA FETER
her and Jeremy; they practically lived together. P (HART) / (SPRUILL)
When Sarah realized Rhea was the one who'd be i P —
having kids, she split her shares unevenly: 5 to Nothing to tell about one side of that. NATHANIEL MONICA
Leah, 15% to Bhea, 5& to Jacob. She died tioo Matthew is a bland guy who married a bland ™, 10% 5%
500N to 5ee What became of Rhea. Leah gave her woman and had a bland kid, and he and his
shares to Jeremy, S0 that he'd have 20% to wiPe retired Pairly early to go be bland
split evenly between the children. together, leaving Ezekiel his 10®.
Meanwhile, Judith married a real monster. None of vs
know where Peter is now, and none of us want to. Judith LORETTA LEANNE PPP
died under suspicious circumstances, and we never did J
Figure out whether Peter did it. The only good thing he
ever did was not Pight over the shares. When Judith died, /-~ Jacob had two ovt-oP-wedlock CLAYTON
— he lePt, and Nathaniel and Monica split the 10%%. # children. He never revealed who the =%

mother was, or whether both children
came Prom the same mother. He
wanted to pass his shares to them,
though, and he was prepared to prove
they were Barkers by blood, but: it

But Josiah didn’t think
Nathaniel was Pit to have
shares, right?

“Well, she probably wasn't. That was 3 didn't matter.
rggﬁdﬂgﬁgﬁfgg:ﬂ: ed:ﬁ;'ﬁ ggggg wwﬁghhg osiah, Luke, and Prentiss threw a Pit. Joseph probably would have tog;,
happened bePore that. We all I.'.I'I!‘E;'.'.utl_aj' much but by then he was dead. They said there were Pamily values bo think of;
agreed on Nathaniel éub ues, Nathaniel's Jacob insisted he could leave his shares to whoever he damned well
505 went bo Josiah to hoid "in brost,.” pleased. He was right, but somehow they won. When Jacob died, Josiah took
Remember that phrase. his shares to hold "in trust” -- Unkil what, he did not say. d

S0 when Clayton came along, any shares he might have gotiten weren't there anymore.
By the way, Leanne, Following her Father's lead, never married and never said who Clayton's

Pather was, so Clayton is the bastard of a bastard. But as I said the obher day, being
illegitimate isn't the reason I think he shovldn't have shares. He Palls under the Nathaniel
rule, as Par as I'm concerned -- can't be trusted with them.

atill awake?

K, time to do my branch.
The mean branch.

JOSEFH L | jeaNNE

(LavaL)
PRENTISS JoS|aH L__ RUTH
JUDITH ““‘I RACHEL
15% | (COLSON) |_(STONE) irst, You need to know that somewhere in
ﬁ there, probably becavse he thought Joseph was
the only one of h% siblings mean enough, Luke
gave his whole 258 to Joseph. S0 when it came
Gl L SUSANNE =T BALING time to think inheritance, Joseph had 50% of
2527, PPP \\ (JOLIE) 10 the shares in A4 to play with. Grandpa was sexist as well as racist;
gither that, or he just didn't take to Ruth
-, becauvse Ruth wasn't a jerk like her
ol HAMILTON brothers. He gave Prentiss and Josiah 20%
PP 527, each, and Ruth 10%.

g o hen Ruth and Rachel had me, they already knew there was going to be
trouble, becavse Prentiss just about had a heart atback when they got
married. He didn't consider the marriage legitimate, he sure wasn't going to
consider me legitimabe. But Ruth is the only one who's ever been able to win a
Pight: with either of them by herselP. When Rachel died suddeniy, Ruth made
sure she'd scared Josiah enough not to mess with my 10% -- Prentiss had
retired by then to go shout at clouds -- and then went ofF to her Parm. I visit
her sometimes, but I think she doesn't really want company.

dudith, Josiah's wife, was a good person, better than he
deserved, and he knew it. He got a lot worse aPter she died
-- b00 500N -- and Prentiss whispering nasty in his ear didn't
help. Prentiss hates everyboay, as Par as I can tell, and
wants everybody else to hate everwbody too. Also, Ruth
dlways said that Prentiss was pissed that Judith married
Josiah instead of him, but she couldn't prove it.

OK, now watch the cards closely, becavse here's where the swindle
happens. When Josiah's kids got old enough, Josiah suddenly decided the
thfng to do with the shares he was keeping "in trust” was give it to them.
You'll recall he was holding Jacob's 5@ and then later Nathaniel's. He gave
one of those to Brendan and the other to susanne -- and somehow

Until Josiah's surprise three days
ago, Brendan always insisted that
was the only kind thing his dad had
ever done For him.

e A s managed bo make it stick, probably becavse by then everyone knew the
a likkle Pull op hmgg[& 50 ho one i5 Lpset rightPul holders of those shares were pretty unPit.

about that 5%, but Brendan got all his
Father's bad points and Pew of his good

ones. And now ...! Bemember, even without the "in trust"
shares, Josiah had 40@, becavse of course
Prentiss gave him all of his ZO% when he
retired. So even aPter doling ouvt 259 the
other day, Josiah still has 15& left. And now
Brendan is the largest single shareholder.

rendan has tried very hard to conceal it, but he has a kid. Possibl
two. No idea who the mother is. He might be thinking legacy -- and he
knows that iP they're illegitimate, the Pight will be a lot easier with
Josiah out of the picture. Buk Brendan's also in denial. He's about sixty
Wears old, same generation as me, Lucivs, and Serene -- but we
don’t walk around looking like we're less than half our age. He does.

% MATILDA
MalacHl (GRAHAM)

JosEPH &, LUKE BE
L JEANNE et JONATHAN EEpecey | I wrioew
(LavaL) v (MUELLER) \l (CLAY)
PRENTISS Jos|aH I RUTH LEAH RHEA | EEEE% JACORBR SOPHIE {nc:*rm.} JAMES JUANITA
SCO . CLARK
: aummm ‘I \EA-::HEL \ (MORALES)
COLSO
(STONE) -y
LUCIUS SAMUEL L o
PAULINE b maaslh 2
; : . LORETTA LEANNE —zl PPP
BRENDAN MATTHEW Jup
SUSANNE — PATRICIa e FETER k
MAR LL
\ (JOLIE) y

And there wou have it! I hope
Wou didn't suPPer too much.

No, I thought it was
very interesting!

Hwaw. I'm not
sure if I should
be Plattered, or
worried For your
mental health.

T'D HAVE SHOWN yoU PICTURBES OF SOME OF THE ANZCESTRAL BARKEES, BUT THE BARBKERS ARE NOTORIOUSLY LEERY OF
HAVING THEIE IMASES CAFTURED. THE HALF—FINISHED &L FAINTING &F ERASMUS BARKEE THAT THEY SHEW KIDS IN SCHES
(YU CAN SEE IT IF vou && ALL THE WAY BACK TE ISSUE #1) IS5 THE ONLY SUBVIVING BECOBD OF HIS AFPEABANCE.

BESIDES, THERE WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN ENSUGH BooM ON THE PAGE. -T




It is Wou!
I'm not dreaming.

It's really wou!
You're OK!

I've missed Wou so much!

My god, Locy!

What
happened to
You?

his was a saPe house.
o We never gave anyone
You're Bilthy g _ dccess, never told
And vou smell like a \ anyone where it was.
whiskey bottle. ... When Wou ...
when they took St
4ou away B low did she get in, Lucy?
How did she Pind me to
ambush me here?

i ... I haven't
And look at this
place! What have . Wg:ﬁﬁdﬁa do
Wou been doing? yoning.

I didn’t do it/ |
I f ! I didn't have any b;‘;’;ggge f];u
control over it, \ i Bou. Becavse I'm going
: tio Pind that bitich,

Clawton! Half the time
I don't know how she gob in. N CER— she wouldn't even let M, and I'm going to Pind
One day I had a maid, but I g Me remember how to You'd betiter a way to kill her.
hever had a maid ...and then _ Eaik! hope I do. B
all of a sudden I was the maid, & Sl 3
and she was me ...

And she did

things to me! -

Things ... No, I e ;

don't want to Bub Pirst I'm

remember ... * going bo Make

her wish I'd kill

"SHE, " OF COURSE, BEFERS T MELINDA, WHE TRIED T ERASE her Paster.
ELAYTON'S MIND T COVER HER TRACKS WHEN IT WAS cL.EAR SHE
WAS ABSUT TS BE CAUSGHT (ISSUE #11). MELINDA WAS USING LUCY
| AS A FAWN AND FEETENDING TP BE HEE A LENSE TIME BEFDEE
THEN. 85 AN EXTEA PRECAUTIONT AS A SAFE SPACE T& HIDET
N2 ENE BUT MELINDA ENSWS FOE SUEE.-

I Not i T get to her
First, Claybon.

IF anubodu's going to
Make her suPPer, it's
going to be me.




P

AND NOW FOE SOMETHING
N COMPLETELY DIFFERENT -

: -C?'h, Shit, -it."-s‘:- :
Wheeler
and

il mﬁ’ﬁ_‘m

L .

{"TEM o' r::Lc:r:k;.““}
HIGH. ,,

\R__h_______df,,;

é ANDLES AND GET A [ | /He couldn's have hit us with’
'|I = = J X H y I
\_YOUR RIFLE READY./ [ \_ that little gun anyway.

—

([ Didn's these clowns have g
'50-'n'l.l‘= Major Pirepower onc

.
-!"'I-

/7 MAYBE BORGO'S GOT
'iT ALL LOCKED IN THE
b, GARAGE.

ol CaN SET IT
ALL UP WITHOUT

= = e
ME, RIGHTE aure, but What are

Wou going bo do® I JUST WANT TO
HOT- ok SO IN AND S4Y

=5 /Well, he should let it
oLt more often. I
. almost Peel guilby. 4

I Uh-hoh. "'m,.
[ Don't get mtm 'I
\ anuthma Wou can't |

. get out '~P 4

e

N
e

AFTERNOON,
BOYS.

BUT BORGO,
I MISSED
YOUR CHARM
SO MUCH, I
COULDN'T
STAY AWAY.

I told wou last
Lime, Mo dim cunt:
No plastics allowed

in here. We don't;
like wour kind.
@et the Puck ot

YOU IDIOTS EEALLY
SHOULPN'T LISTEN TS HIM.




AT LAST, ONE
FERSON HaAS THE
SENSE TO PICK UP

4 WEAPON.

/' And now I'm going to
Lse it bo carve You into
little plastic pieces.

I'VE GOT A BETTER IDEA.

YOU'RE GOING TO DROF THE
GUN AND GET ON YOUR KNEES.
THEN YOU'RE &OING TO LICK
ME BETWEEN THE LEG&GS.

Ha! I always knew you
were nuts. I wouldn't
do that iP you paid me.
It'd take me a week to
get the taste of old
tires out oF MM MoULEh.

Ican't ... you
expect me to be able
to do this in these
conditions?

AND I EXPELCT YOU TO

DO A GOOD JOB. OR

I'M &GOING TO SHOOT
YOUR DICK OFF.

Whee!
She shoots and
scores!

-‘-|._|__

/  You SENT Your \
/ RADERS TO THE \
/ PRAGMA SETTLEMENT
LAST WEEK. THEY DID |
A LOT OF DAMAGE.
INCLUDING
SOMETHING WITH THE |

, CHIEF'S DAUGHTER I
N DON'T WANT TO

b,

AT T g

1\

.

My garage!

You bit:iches blew up MY garage!

o

HOPE YOU ™
DIDN'T NEED |
ANY OF THAT

STUFF. A/

-'l-

Vv I didn't tell them to ™,

{ do that! They were }
. just supposed to geb |
Y, bheir tribute ... /

E-_ -«
- e R
— e
-, . e
= — e
— S o
—

- i,

sBUT YOU SENT THEM THERE.™
JUST LIKE YOU SEND THEM TO
ALL THE OTHER SETTLEMENTS
AROUND HERE. AND THEY'RE
ALL TIRED OF IT. NO ONE WANTS
YOoU A THEIR LEADPER, AND NO
ONE WANTS TO &IVE YOU
"TRIBUTE."

THIS PLACE HaS ENOUGH
TROUBLES WITHOUT HAVING TO
PEAL WITH EXTOERTION. THE
FRAGMA CHIEF ASKED US TO
SHUT YOoU DOWN.

wHAT FUN WoULD
THAT BE?

SEE YOU ARCUND,
MAYBE.

I didn't hear her
giving you a choice.

OH ... OHH YEaAH ...
KEEP IT UP ...

What the Puck
was that?

Aw, Wheeler's
always that lovd
when she comes.

Pamn, I love
bhose bhings. 4o
much bang in
s0¢h a little

package.

N - + g
Re

OHHH! OHHHHH!
OHHHHHHHHFH!!

You ¢razy plastic! You destroy

MY business just becavse I
threw you out once?

OH NO. EATING ME OUT wWaAS
PAYBAZK FOR THAT. THE
DESTRUCTION'S FOR
SOMEEBODY ELSE.

“How long do Wou think it'll

take him bo realize it's PiPtY |

K to the nearest settlement, |
\ he's on Poot, and he doesn't &8

have any water?

[ GLAD WE WON'T BE |
| “AROUND WHEN HE J
| FIGURES IT OUT. 4

.-.,.:__, .

2 '-——___|_‘_‘___._._'_,_,_.--"



1 ] T 1 %4
LIKE BUBY, TEISH CARTER STAERTED AS AN ACTORE. SHE i
MOVED INTE WRITING AND DIRECTING ALMOET BY _
ACCIDENT, BUT HAS DONE WELL AT IT- UNLIKE BUBY, -
WHE HAS UNTIL NOW FEEFEEEED T& STICK WITH FEIVATE |
SCENARIZLS, TEISH WORKS ON FASSIVES LIKE THIS ONE- Flll'

i |
= [ & o A

740 how's the gig? 1 b ST
That looked like 3 . S Oh, ib's all right. But I'm not writing, just directing, —~
Pun scene. . and the scripts don't do anything Por me.
BIGHT? AND ALL h. And everybody else has been on this project Por years -- Syd
YOU HAVE TO WEAR That W T and Kim can do their parts in their sleep -- 50 there's not a fcvtr
=] E'ETEEEEE T good, 1B For me to actually go. ih
i L honz AN L tell bhem to stant, I watch, L tell them to stop. L

ddre

e B Y =7

’ 7 Leave the appliances, ™
.;' aud, we'll delete them }
A " with the set.

/7 I'mcalling it,

| people: we're done.
No reshoots. This
episode's a wrap.

-

Sy

."-'p.l

Er—— =

Lose the damned dust _ 1 NSeeses ‘ 4
ePPects, would Wou, Jenny? PR g s
i WIE'JFE all Eh'ﬂlﬁmg dowh here. [ . - N ! o WQ have one nmore \
! And kill the Pire. | - ' - / episode to do in this
P e series. IP they do
| another, and they
S\ ask me to direct, I /4
! 5 think I'll say no. £ Farinica ol 8
towers, then go ahead and | s b » ol et doss ath
) start striking the set. 48 I - e QR4 S Srat Mg 1

o
o

A . g Yeah, 1 was dying s
7 I'M sure You and I Under that mask, [
¢an come up with ] can orly imaging how
soMething more : i6 is Por you.
interesting! 4 -

/ OP course, we'd also™,
{" heed to Pigure out ”|
\ how bo ¢cram a lot of J

. Sex inbo the plots.

/Honestly, this series kind of ...
bothers me. People love it, I 25,
know, but ... it's 4o violent, and I mean, Wheeler and sharpe are ™~

A\ in a really random way, too. heroes ... the people they shoot
B deserve it ... but they shoot a fot
of people, and they enjoy it. £

— .

7 1 wonder somebimes iP that means™
something bad, that the show's so ‘*J
popular. Like, iP people are getting

y OUL SoMme nasty urges that way.

- That's why I was thinking maybe~,
i ; a detective series. "The Fisher
Case" did great, and you can tell the
heroes Prom the villains in

e . something like that. y
"THE FISHER cASE" = ! ; - - ---"""""'r

ELSEWHEEE ---

. _-' — NTTW i"-.
<~ No more . A
L H | i t?‘.’n
bullshit: Prom L , b :

anybody, you ;
) kkhear?

F‘uﬂrfrhat are you supposed N *
to be, the genie of the l[amp? \"w
And what the Puck are you
smiling at? 4"

o

%
e

W Jou bake that list

and explain to
every badg[ on it

that there's a new
arrangement.

Explain hard. 3!

Maybe I hnﬂw t

ul 3 ‘5&MPthmg Punny. ,

-

e e
L —
i

Yeah? Like qﬂ,’.
|'|

Truck, You do ‘”*MI'- ¥\

what Weasel t‘.nﬂﬁ ol '
You. But be ‘ )
carePul. We want II a.

to scare them, [/ ___
not break them,/ >
S “And iP either ::P g,h::u b
a A\ / see Besaa, | Wou tell ?
N | him he'd better have a |
) \damned good reason |
.EG'F not doing the ;rsb /

Y There's someone
behind you. !__,,

: &

S EEENDAN BARKERE DOESN'T

W ACTUALLY CONTEDOL MUCH OF THE

I EEAL ESTATE IN THE NEIGHBORHOLD
CALLED THE "souk." BUT THAT'S NOT
STOPPING HIM FROM TRYING T&
SWUEEZE MORE MONEY £2UT OF IT-

Hello, Mr. Barker.
Did wou know Wou have
pretty eyes?

Someone wants to Galk

Lo you. Come With us,




Oh, don't Puss,
Thew'll take it out
when you leave.

t's just that no one
here is the least bit
interested in anything
Yol have to sau.

The Souk berangs Lo 0S NOwW.

We've spent a lot of time and trouble
¢learing the extorters and bullies out of
it. We don't need someone else coming in

and starting that nonsense.,

I'm already tired of having to deal with your
lackews. You won't see the First one you sent
again. You won't see these again either.

he [adies seem to think
the big one might be Pun to
play with, so I'll let them
have him Por @ while. He might; But this other one ... he's beyond
even be redeemable. I don't hope. He's not Pit to be human.
think he's actoally that bad
When he's not: working Por
people like you.

Boss!
Make these ¢crazy
women let me ovt!

I think she's
_ Lnhappy with You. . Don't worry, she'll
What are you ... no, don't! ... I'll do Porget Wou soon.
whatever you want! ... I'll

Now, we're not going to turn
Wou into a cat, though it would
do Wou good.

But if wou interfere in the
SoUk again ... if you try to
extort people or cause the
least bit of trouble here ...

... you'll be on all

Pours bePore you
. know what hit you.
Oh, a liohess! ‘e i o
We haven't had one of TS 1o d proMice.
those in @ while. Usvally

we get leopards.

gorry about the sex change,
sweet, but boy cats make too
much trouble.

Geb him oub
of here.

~ /'3ee? [ told you we weren't wasting\\ -‘-'._-'-'-—-

our time doing regular checks here |88

; i ;
even aPter Melinda vanished. They're

watching us
again.

I believe
thew're
harmless,

No, more than that
... usePul, IP the
people they work
with stay informed,
hopePully they
won't oppose us,

. = -""ﬂ.__ . ]
R~ -
~~ Istand ¥
v corrected. [ i
A\ Bigtime. £
- j --._IF.P_E_,_..E:."'

But if they do,
we'll be ready.

wr SEED, W . W B

NI\



Go awawy’
Leave me alone!

leave me dlone!

You can't have me!

You won't ever again!

ALICIA WAS ONE OF MELINDA'S FAVORITE VICTIMS. SHE WAS FIGHTING OFF MELINDA'S LATEST ABUSE WHEN THE TWE OF THEM GOT PULLED INTE THE DISCONTINUITY TOGETHER.
ONCE THE DISCONTINUITY WAS DISPELLED, MELINDA HAD VANISHED, AND FEOM THEN ON LIFE SEEMED T2 IMFEROVE A GEEAT DEAL FOR ALICIA-
BUT IT ALS& SEEMS SHE'S NOT IMMUNE T2 SOME OF THE SAME LINGERING EFFECTS OF THE DISCONTINUITY WE'VE SEEN IN OTHERS —— INCLUDING SOME THAT &2 BEYOND JUST BAD DREAMS.-

> 1'.-"!"_ 1"..
B L

s
=4 ;

We're not even
close to open Wet.

Just like that.

&0 -- pardon My
asking -- Yoo just took
over the business
without having any
idea where the owner
Was or When she It seemed like :
Might return? nobody wanted Honestly#
Lhe club to close. Melinda was a
aoMeone had to horrible person.
take over. 4 I don't know why
50 Many of you
people are
locking For her.

Personally, I
hope she
hever
reappears.

.,
",

I'm looking Por @ woman
named Melinda shannon. I’M'II
sure Yyou khow who she is. |
She vsed to run this club. /

IP she ever
reappears, and
wants it again, Anyway, I can't help
I'll give it back. You. I don't know where

she is, and I don't want
to Pind out.

I know. I told the
woman who opened the
door that I needed to
talk to Wou privately.

/" 6he's disappeared. No

fl one knows where she is.
I was hoping maube

Wou'd have some ideas.

I'.I




T i
: E YNATHAN SARSENT IS A HISTORIAN. HE WAS
¢ Well, it sounds like an Y ONE OF RUBY'S FRIVATE SCENARIO
| interesting idea. s ; CUSTOMERS A WHILE AGO. THE SCENARIO
T e TURNED OUT S© WELL THAT RUBY &OT HIS
- — PERMISSION T& MAKE IT INTS A PASSIVE-#
EUBY HAS KEPT IN-TOUZH WITH HIM.
PBut what ['d like is to be able to hire Yyou sometimes as am
advisor. IP we do a period series, it doesn't have to be
completely historically accurate -- most Polks won't notice
or care -- but we'd like to avoid any blatant mistakes.

=
B

N/

hope you're not aﬁhinfq

Me to be in it, though.

barely survived with my

dignity the Pirst time. I

don't think I'd want to
push My luck.

Well, I can certainly do that. Though ... iP
Wou'll excuse my sticking My neck in ... you
Might want to rethink whether wou want
to do a period detective series at all.

Detective, sure, but maybe

Pon't undersell yourselp! | | invent: youur own Miliev.
You did a great job.

*'THE FISHER £ASE," ALBEADY MENTIONED A FEW PASES BACK. =T

—
Py

’ ¢h as I love\ ' )
‘ ﬂ'ﬁg’ﬁ Ehgﬁgiﬂggr _ I was very disillusioned when I learned all this.

b
it EUPNS oub bhab | I had these glorious ideas, and it turns ovt that the myth of

bhing in Pickion has El image of people doing a lot of things I don't care F'r::r._!__,,.-*"

oPten been used in . -
the service of ... Hi-

well ... =i e —

e
——
S

I have this idea that T
the private detective is someone b
who helps people, and it bothers me to think of
bhem operating strictly in service of the money. .~
Still does, to this day. f_____,,.-

The people that really started the whole private ~
detective business were the Pinkertons, who operated
For over two hundred years. But they were nasty people.
They began mostly as strikebreakers. Thugs. Gathering
information on [abor organizers to discredit them.

Even later, "detectives" weren't mostly solving ( ..yeah.
. W} the mustery of the missing heiress or the murder P g
oP the bride. They were private security, hovse \\ r’
detectives Por hotels or shops ... or were tracking |
b M bail jumpers or getting the dirt Por messy divorce \U
cases. None of this is noble stuPP.

==

e

_

(‘That bothers me too.

"1.‘_‘-‘-

B —— B ) i

SHADYSIDE
IS A NEIGHBORHOOD FOR PECOPLE WHO REALLY JUST

WANT QUIET AND WHAT THEY CONSIDER NOBMALITY. ., Y W) 47 e -
MOST OF THEM ARE PRETTY BORING- THE MOST s N O ' “i i U . 2% T'm campaigning Por
IMAGINATIVE THING THEY EVER DO IS MAKE THEIR ' A AR Y : . social chanae.
HOUSES BIGGER ON THE INSIDE. | et o B B . ~ i

IT'S EZEKIEL BARKER'S FAVORITE PART OF A4. B e O T
2 TR G | A
; e J‘h‘ & &
PR VN T et & e
.: i : B J:-I
o |

AN 35 LA leadership is kind of a
| o~ | St & Mess right now.

What is |‘.:hi*,=;,__§“"~--r I've given it a lot oP
parade? 53 e thought,, and I've
= W S concluded that the only
e o s EElny L ' way to avoid chaos is iPF [t
Did you get 3 SoMeone is chosen as g
permission Por f,his?] s undisputed leader of the A

I didn't give any. ‘ ] | PR Barkers.

Now, You may have |
heard that the Barker g I
=

% §
-. W
' _

f - N —
— _..-"'"’r ¥ 2 -~
- — ' ) - . : -
b I believe I'm the §i&
right man Por the ] :
o ' | job. May I have

# | \_ Your support? l
2 - Nl B - - ’ - . : | --""-._ __-"‘--“ *
You must be kidding. W1 wouldn't support 'S [ : < This is going

I think you ail -.-‘Jtinh.___;_ Rarker iP MY life 5 N T very well.
depended -- e - 5 ‘-
Hey!/Back ofp!

e

—

i! | 88 ) .
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Yes, sir, but & P .
we still oy I Ghink Zeke is
f Ehe perfedt
shovldn't stay & ' choice F Yes, and he's
in ohe place L undisputed S0 hAndScMeE,

Por too long. 4N 60o.

-- Uhhooodaas

™

¢

P

i
o
i
e
LA

i
-

At least take one oP aur*‘“wl
lovely souvenir hats.

-l"-'r‘

-

LA il
. \.R



That's all we need,
initiative Prom Zeke.

What do you
Lhink You're
doing®

Maybe I just™,
~ ¢ got tired of
' putting vp with
——EA everybody's
N Shit.

e

* Noneofyov X
evertake me |

| Seriously. Not .I
) even Brendan. /

.

SN
.r'f}.
/"Oh, yeah, leke, he
{ never has any ideas
| oP his own, he just
\ does what people tell
h'""-..‘ hEM" o=

e,

1 They really are
Well, I have an idea . doing what he tells
now, and I think it's PR them. Where did he
re od. : et those hats?
Walking around telling ety good % J
everyone we're unstable ... - =
controlling pecple openly ... IP they get one of
have Wou lost wour mind? < them onto me, I'm
N ~T, aet her!! screwed.

A 0QP 000000004,
I need to recall ... 2
why can't I Pocus?

= - o o 4 What on earth
s o - : i5 all this?

" Pauline, deep
! breaths..

—, S

o o |
— It'snotjust my )

-t

¢ heart racing. I Peel

r
¢_ really strange ... )
A

No idea.
The message Prom
Pauline just said
she'd had a
complaint about
8 something on one of

8 her properties and &8
& she bhought she AN

Mighb want help &8

This is
not a
% good time!

There's
something Hey, hold skill
A Wrong about For a second.
hbhose hats,

& They look OK to
o me. I mean,
i\ they're vgly ...

What's going on?
What happened to
I' tt their hats?
ve gotto
remember to
Make you a pair
of these goggles.

Thew're
algorithmic.
The hats, I mean;
L obviously the
goggles are.

——

Looks like there's just enough 7 iy e e L 7 S " It, ah, mav be
people that the suits are R piec g i ; {bfme 60 PON, SiP.
working -- no one's noticed vs. , S S, b
Let's see iF we can sneak up . T e Wty : ; N
and take some hats ofP. Poucr, oy W e e e, | .

That was
easy.

Yes. Ezekiel
doesn't seem to
be very good at

dastardiy
SChemes.,

C'mere! I want to give
Wou Wour sign back! B0t where's
L] =

Pauline®

She probably recalled.
I'll send her a message
when I leave.

I keep telling her not to put: herself at risk in
these situations. All kinds of things can happen.

r e Frs s

1 r
MALICIOUSLYT MAYBE!




