IT'S A BEAUTIFUL
DAY IN A4. OF
COURSE, MOST
DAYS (N A4 ARE
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Okaaaay.
Somebody Pound

the good drugs, I

guess.
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" Do Hou khow ,

S

anything about
hat's going --
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Excuse me!

You, with the Blowers!
You look like the cavse of --
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I don't know, but iP it :
turns out bo be Prom whatever
this is coming our way, I'm not

going to be surprised.

Now what: Presh
hell is this?

... T jusk
wanted a walk.




SERENE BARKER'S PERSONAL SFACE.

/" Does he think \
Sorry bo get you [ that'd automatically
out 50 eariy.

. give him her shares,

\ or something? Y/

It's all right. e

Where's Ruby?

that. But it would definitely
'he ot ioifie: e release them, and then
EI;E, ﬁgg'}fé’m}pﬁgﬂﬂ there'd be a big Pight over
give her a message? ~ : what bo do with them.

No, I sent
messages to

OF course, right now he'd
both of you.

have trouble getting a quoruom
— g to the table, on his side as well
A 1 , as onours. I'd be&uirifng to bet he
elacko A and Clayton and Ezekiel haven't
phones does have wg oA spoken since the board meeting.
some disadvantages. ,

The phone's harder And we've got some

17 e J communication gaps too.
Lo miss. a8 |

I thought that
was what you hated
about them.

Then why the
urgency?
Anyway ... we have to do
something about Monica.

Word's reached me that Brendan
wants to bry Por a vobe to declare
her mentally incompetent.

The thing is, as long as Mamr:a 5~ AL this point,
either unwilling or unable to talk to vs, bhe ™ \ even getting in and
case to declare her unfit looks pretty strong. | } reporting what you Pind there
Even I have to admit I have my doubts, unless ) i5 more Ghan we have now. You
she ¢an show vp and establish she'sin / last saw her bePore the patrol
good mental health. et was shut down.* We have no
= idea what repercussions
that had on her.

. )
I'm sorry to have to
send You in by yourselp,
5 o but since we don't know
" 1 ¢an get in. T mean, bhe where Ruby is ...
/ access is doable, if we abuse your
{ permissions horribly. But what if
that's aill can do? She wasn't very
[ucid when we [ast saw her. And
I'm no psuchologist.

What about
NaomiZ

She's occupied. Pavline
hasn't been heard From in

three daws. She's been known to

disappear Por weeks, but not at a

e time like this. Naomi's worried she

didn't actoally make it out of

A that business with Ezekiel you #£32
told me about. v

vl f I M 50re she's all mght N
20 A but I wasn't geing o tell )
Naomi not to check. 4

t.?- 5
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Got some of
-~ 0P -~
this, too. In case you
need a snack.

Had to remember
Where the maniPests For
all this were. This barn
hasn't been used in years
and years.
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Tl Skill can't Pigure
e | ' out who Wou belong to.
WY ' ; I've asked just about
| i everybody in Shadyside.
: . A - Nobody's had a horse
Brought Wou : . Abghs
soMme Pogd. go Missing.

e

I know you're just
a simulation, but
Rita's horse always
needed to eat.

Realism, I
suppose.

t.l": _ ;f""'; Iknow uou N
s 4= weren't cheap, 501 |
: : s c - s S R o - P S P S Pngurﬂﬂamﬁbadmﬁgomg
B s T Py A v e R o L o aer e os RIS bo come looking sooner or |
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= = A pasture again. £
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. 2 B 'l brifg
You're such @ 5, A .
pretty horse. I'm e | U-ngﬁrfif'ibﬂﬂd
5Ure S0Meone Misses | R -, .
you a lob. r O

Plenty of
room to run
around if you
get bored.

Could Lse soMme
cleaning up, though. A
good currying and a
brushing, and you've got
tangles in your mane that
need getiting out.

Later I'll see iP I can
dig out: some of the old
supplies. Got maniPests Por
all of it somewhere. Rita
had all kinds of kit.




LEYNA ENTERS
MONIEA BARKER'S
PERSONAL SPACE
DR WHAT'S M
LEFT OF IT.

i
1
anar

. thought: this
place was weird
last time. _

There she is!

I

Hew! Monica!
Wait!

| T Wﬁd“*wl

The "apartment” is
completely gone now. She
hasn't bothered to
recreate it ... nothing but
this maze of data ...
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I mean, I'm not @
psychologist, but
that seems like a
bad sign to me.

lL 14 id %
H!li"

g e T

A maze, anda
it's missing some
pieces. Glad there was
something to [and on.
Whole lot of nothing
below that.

What's this?
Some kind of
image? What am [
looking at?

. fiichin O
:I!.._!-. '-|'|hl| 3 uﬂﬂ ‘ b

""“mlw“ she is, down _. —— .

there.

reacting to ..
somebody gettmg
hurt? rf'atlmgf
Whatever it is,
doesn't look good.
|

Whoooooa!
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’t _!I-- She can move

around this place a
[ob more easily than I
can ... I'll never catch her,
I've got to get close
enough to get her
attention ...

Cop!

Another one.
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B That looks like 3 i.ir'_-a'. Lt U 1 | ?Q‘;
Nathaniel ... younger, 1= =8 4t gTHManff:aJ - - S 5
though ... and it's the &0 =8 = wait/ | ') v *:&

same girl as in the other = e
one ... is that a young - —

Monica? _ =
They could be % 4 N X 3 AT =
memories. A lot of this / /) > Damnit, we “ W
is her personal data U need to balk/ s :
look happy With
each other, '11‘1“*i

_1l.-\-
Monica,
= please!

... 8he looks like She's tryjing td
Pend him ofF ...

5o ,f_ I don't
i recognize eithe
2 \Q af them.
_l“—'*n. .......

t's

Monica ... it'
important ...



The Colors are ..,

the colors ...

Why did you ...7

I can be anything I want
... 8he 5a3id1 can be
anything I want ...

OF course you
¢an. Bub you can't
drag other people in

with you.

A

OW, I think _ ~ut]
that's more than EEEEESE S j{

enough of thab. ﬁ*ﬂ-{

? F
i\

. - -- Sl IL.'.
ot f-::' f\ ’f
Who's "she"? | o) ¥ 10 \
Who told you that? | LT % 1 \
fFavi s
. v BE L T
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e
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Well, at least N . N H
I don't think that one &8 ' N ' el !
was aimed specifically

at me.

Poesn't Peel like
Melinda, either ... bub
there's something that
seemed Pamiliar ...

I'msurel know ... I
just don't have it ...

Why do I look like \ SaNa
thisZ I didn't do .
bhis. Did 17

II"-
Ty -

-~ Sigh --

Try recalling. Mavybe \g

that'll clear your
. head a litble.
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Besides, you T i ! : ('/ Oh, well. 16"l
need to get out oF G R e \ ( eibher come to me

here before some oF | = - \: T oritwon't. r)
these Polks decide to | B ; = 3

strangle you. o =~ S-S - — -

... "Never again," which - UhPor*tunateInghiﬁ
is the same thing she said "'f'l’h e Man hittin : is all secondnand Por me.
H ] g the ' A Y i H
rgégfﬁr;'ﬁf Eﬁgg ﬁ?ﬁeﬂgg ¥ Won was sdrey : Eﬁﬁﬂ?’iﬂ:ﬁ;&}; ?nﬁf?aiaéﬁm EE?
gcins g | Peter, Monica's Pather, , : Wy
talking about being controlled [ and the woman would be talking to Jeremy. Monica's

/i
W
.- UG Maybe not¥ Judith, her mother. Peter know

: something :':15 well, i you
was verbally and physically ;

abusive, and I gather can find her.

Monica and Nathaniel

withessed a lot of it.

You could also see
- I
images have anything to - gl e

do With itZ I wish I had a - suspect he's even harder to
way to show them to you. Aee " Pind than Leah. He vanished

b You Mmight have recoghized ANE f Jodith died [
b somebody I didngb, - pre;ﬂgg;ihgtg?j like

Anyway, like I
said would
happen: I got
hothing.

" My grouchy child.

Pon't be like that. You

may have gotten more
than wou think.

= Al right, T'l
give it atry. Am I
still @ solo act?

they're ones Monica is dwelling g = = For the moment,

IP those are memories, and

T : :
upon, Ghat's important LEAH IS MONICA'S SREAT-AUNT- WE'LL TEY B Hiib]:bghé:gg;[ﬁg #;J?t

inPormation right; there. S8 : TO KEEP IT ALL STRAIGHT AS WE &0, BUT
- _ [ =2 T &
sy T e THERE'S ALSEO A SENEALOSICAL CHART IN Messages today.
THE PREVIOUS ISSUE, IF YOU'BE BRAVE. T



... but the trouble is, he's a
. persistent son-oP-a-bitch.

“'—

o S
H ! !

* 7 No recalling! Paclo needs to ¢
{  know there's a penalty Por

\ associating with someone who -
‘A tries to tell me no.

You don't get: it, Piet. You're
hot: being given a choice.
Everybody's going to pay up, or
they're going out of business.

7~ Fugking coward ™,
... get your goons

out of the way and )
let's have a real

o p /
ey, wait! ™ Pight, ...

" I'mjust the
\
~._ boyPriend!! .~

: ‘.:’eah, I know.
Not one of My
strengths.

L

Lover not Pighter,
and all that. /

e

'/ Solbrought

ASH AND MAIEE HAVE AFFABENTLY FOUND A NEW &is NEW
| THAT THE ESCORT BUSINESS 15 N& LONGER NEEDED. —-T

¥ He's not, actually. But
he likes to only Pight Pights
he can win. He knows you
could kick his ass.

Piet:, wou're going to
% need to be really careful. He
and Brendan ... they're not
going to stop.

( Chickenshit. ‘)

N\’

,

T

I surrender! 7
Jamn it, I surrender!

!
it -

H""-u_._‘_____._,_n-l"""—r-

J'f-.-'-.___-‘-‘-‘-““\
{,, Speak of -}_.
\_bhe devil.

e T B

I was really
vpset to hear
Wow threw out

MYy agent. |

We need to
discuss that. |

~/ You bhink I can't kick
[ your ass just becavse I'm
1 get-t-irlg a little old,
S\ Barker, think again.

Paolo, you
should recall.

That's a Priend of
Mine you're beating
vp, Clayton.

And what are you
oing tio do about it?
ord is You can't Pight 4

A worth a damn. |

Pon't wou
touch me!

You gotta be
kidding -~

Dol look
like I'm
kidding?

"'\_.\_‘___‘_\I‘ E‘_H,-—"'

o

o
s

{ Now let's 55&‘
what happens
without Your
meat shield ...

s

L=l

' / Chock, I'm "-
disappointed. What are

4\ Wou doing associating

#° N with this brash?

: :,,H..-’""‘"-—-._...___,.---"""F ; LM .
'}f"ﬁ“"“‘m,ir.- 1

07 Well, you kinow, T

= ( Hamilton ... pCA

= Pk == TR Y
work kinda Pell through with all [ ..* ™
that patrel business ... and
& he paid pretity good ...

"7 Let him go,
"l Maire.




1T T W T ——
WHEN BUBY BECALLS T& CHECK MESSAGES AND SEND WEOED T
SEEENE, SHE FINDS A EEXUEST FEOM &INA AND ESFEEANZA.

P learning bo look Por Wou bWo in
¥ high places Pirst. What's up? Leyna's —
hot available; Serene says she's rew

looking into something else. ¢ i
- That's Ok, we just
P~ - wanted you.

- ‘,:: Jou're good at ... ah ...
=i dispelling things.

W Another?

| Must be the day

Por it. What am I
dispelling®

R SR

[ mean every time we
see people getting their
wildest desires, the desires are
always so Pucking boring. Really basic
shiti. SoMeone Who wants to have their
ass kissed by everybody. Or wants to
wander around in some incoherent
pleasure ¢clovd.
Even someone like Melinda ... she has a £
lob more imagination in what she &
does to people than in what &
she actually wants. -

Well, what
would Wou wish
Por, iP wou were §§
going to go get

. Hourwildest
%, desires?

o
o

¢an be anything I want! &

Huk/
Back-alley T
royalty. ~ 4i
" AL
Why is it always
somebhing so ...
banal?

E— T‘--u- -

Action and
excibement. Fewer
stupid people. A
decent love liPe.
Hell, T don’t know. 4

s _
7 Come on, I gquess we

/ should deal with this clown. \
¥ Idon't think I'll have much %
trouble resisting, but you two
might want to keep your
distance until I get some /4
sense into him.

You can't --

I've heard that one
— already once today. Get
: volunteers to be wour |
= sUbjects. Or go be kingin /f
& Wour personal space.

7
L

S oMWWy > g

¥

1;&“ _- ' e -
.~ Not oniy
/ two of bhese in
the same day, but

they said the -~
same thing. | Melinda?

EESSTT quess, bub

v it doesn't Peel like
her. It Peels like
something else, but I B8
still haven't Pigured /=
ovb what. ¢ ¥
But it's the
Liming that I'm
wondering about.
Whatever it is, why two
events in the same day?
Or are we only just
»_NOW hobicing?

R

-

"
i F
g it
W W F
L%

Po I need to slap
Wou again?

f Right:? but at least
Wou wear it well.
Want to come to My
personal space?

We don't even

kMow each other ...
f..-r""

7 We were just kneeling in ¥ |

[ aPilthy street together in f

S bunics with no underwear.

e B S e
- That counts as an
L introduction, doesn't ibZ 48 8 ﬂ
.
,ﬂ -

|
_ .. lead on.
i :

"

a8,

F

OMK, your kingliness,
that's enough.

Your game just
became a FEfQH-G‘Ut.

case, I suggest
Wou recallina J

Your "subjects” ;
don't seem happy [
with you. i

Are you two willing
to help me wibh a little
research?

I think we
need to wander

any other weird stufP
going on that we're
Missing.

" 1 have this
odd Peeling
that there is.



B -

On behalf of Serene, eh? Never did really

y get to know Serene ... didn't see that part of

™

the Pamily much ... but I hear good things. Don't L
know iF I can tell you much, though. =

e

—— 7~ Any information at
V- all Would be helppul,

Mr. Barken.

-

b
y

- Call me Jeremy. I go v
by Jeremy Scott again now.
I didn't Peel right hanging onto

the Barker name. I'm not really

connected to the Pamily
anymore. Rhea's dead, my
davghter's dead, and Leah |
andI ... well.

I'm sorry. I realize
I'm asking about painful
events ...

No, ne. "PainPul” was
a long time ago. I'll tell

Wou what I can, if it

helps. Take a seat.

ﬁ

| Ty

" Well, medically, her heart
stopped. Why is the question.
They said it was a sudden shock
i ' But no one's really sure.

F

s

-3 e

»” Monica said she -- I \/

mean Judith -- opened the
door to Peter's office, and
sereamed and Pell. That was it.
She was dead by the time
Monica ran up the stairs to
, her, and the body vanished /
a second or two later.

f"“‘*x

?H‘.EHECE had never seen |
[ anyone actoally die in
|f dleep, and didn't khow their
8| Sleep presence would
' 'x,x dfsappean S0 ib was twice
| b, 35 upsetting. Poor kid.
T

.

S

You say you think Monica may

still not be recovered

From

\ Judith's death. I'd believe that.
She saw it, You know.

| JEREMY AND BHEA ARE JUDITH AND MATTHEW'S
FARENTS . EHEA DIED WHEN HERE CHILDEEN WEEE
FAIBLY YOUNG. BHEA'S TwWIN SISTEE LEAH

HEL-FE,

JEBEMY EAISE THEM, AS JEREMY WIL.L

| NETE THEEE FANEL S FESEM NoW/.

Al
T

OP course it
was
508piciovs.
e
»~ dudith wasn't
/ Pragile, and she was in
perPectly good health.
Well ... under the
gcircumstances.

N

I didn't know. I
don't know much
about it at all. What

\ did Judith die of?

-

;; i

!

.f% 1
g :* \

s

I've never seen
anyone actually die in )
Sleep eibher. /

.
-
—_ f

Mp. Seobt, I
have to ask ...
there's talk that
Judith's death was
... SUspicious,

\

Uy 4
N —

i B i

ik ¥ d

l ,,FN.

2 80 ifF someone did kill ™,
Judith, somehow ... would
Peter be your pick? .~

7 What does vl
that mean?

: Eh, I suppose
there's no reason you
shouldn't know. Petepr --
A, sorry, did I explain who
: Peter is? e

¥

Judith's

husband, right 7 ) y

A 4
7 That's right. He <
-/ 'Was a real piece of work.
f Shouted at her and beat her.
I think pretty regulariy. she
tried to cover it up, but
everyone knew. He'd do it right
in Pront: of the kids, and

they'd tell us When we
SawW them.

I'd have liked to have

wrung his neck. But Judith ...

oy

Lina, wou want
something to eat?

I told wou I

wasn't giving

more chances, Pinter.
Now you're done. Out

well, you can't control your
children's bad decisions.

IN A BACK ALLEY IN THE "SHIBUYA" DISTRICT, TWE WOMEN HEAD IN TO PREFARE FOR THE UPCOMING EVENING'S WORK.

"

No, love. I
hate working
on a Pull
stomach.

any

of business.

... Fuck oPP,

Barker. You don't
contirol My space.

It's cute
that you think
that makes any

difPerence
anymore.

—

= Tdon't know iFI'd say it
that way, but on the other
\ hand, I cant think of who else
S could and would have.

o

J'!.

Judith's brother
Matthew couldn't kill
anybody; he'd never be able to
work up the courage or the
emobion.

|55

——

Her aunt Leah, who helped
/ Me raise her, had her difPerences
with her ... but iP you tiried to tell
\ Me Leah killed her I'd say to get
Wour head checked.

Did you have ~~
difPerences with
Judith?

OP course!

Bot I wouldn't have harmed a hair
on her head, not even after one of our
arguments. And let me tell You, we

had some lovd ones.

\
i

[ ]

_—

I miss her terribly, you know.
Every day. Matthew's all right,
but Judith had ... well, she had
Bhea's spark in her. And now I

don't have either of them ...

&

Not your Pauvlt.
Guess I wasn't as Far past
“painful’ as I thought.

What: the Puck are you two

staring at? You work Por me

now. Get oLt of MY sight
bePore Wou piss me ofP.

I'm getting real
Pucking tired of people
thinking they can push back.
I'mrunning A4 now, and I'm
PURKing it My way, and I'm
going to beat that into

everybody's head one
way or another.

Hey,
Brendan, do you
ever get tired of being
wrong about
everything?




For the
record, Polks:
Brendan does not
control all of A4, he
does not control this
property, and he has
no right bo mess
with it.

He does,
however,
urgently need a
punch in the
Pace.

Lucivs, this is
hone of your
business.

I'm making it my N
business. Isn't that
what you do?

T8
brought wou some
dinner. Also got: the
grooming vools. And look what
else I Pound Ghe
maniPest Por.

Hew!
Lareful of

bhe glass!

... either Wou think way
( too much of yourself, or
V-
i

\ You Lnderestimate me, or S
\\_ both. Probably both. AN

-

L1

.
Extort your own S
properties if you
must; I can't stop you.
But if wou mess with any
of the ones you don't
control again, I will
stop Wou.

F | 4

I haven't been on a horse
since Rita lePt, but I remember
how. I don't think you're going to
be trouble; Wou don't have a
problem with being saddled,
that's Por sure.

7Lucivs ... you're not
in the best shape, You
khow. I don't want to

h, herbyou... / F

¥ I'llbring as
many people as it

e takes, as often as it

takes. Do You "
understand? 4

(

o

. ey Q;S‘;’b;ff"‘:;ﬁ’;;‘f“ﬁ%’amw. 3 L A little exercise,
i g S by | = : and a rubdown and a

g T, Ez.pE.F}L.Fj:uaEggﬁ et L TR brushing, and dinner.
o i P R | How's that sound?
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OK, ready? : It's a little
Everybody else is aloPt. ncomPortable at the
beginning. Like you've
got, W'know, bad gas
or something.

But aPter that,
it Peels great.

Millie ...
this isn't going to
... hort, i8 it 7

O-0K.
I'm ready.

Uhhk! I see what I'm...I'm Millie! Em
Wou mean ... swelling up ... gonna bust my
this is really shirt!
weird ...

I didn't
expect to be
able to Peel it

50 MmOch ...

Yeah.
It's all right;,
it passes
quich.

-- giggle -
Just wait.

Probably! 0
Better bake it oPF B
while You can. A8

Oh!
This is ... this is
really ... ah ...

Oooh!

I'll be right
behind you.

I don't think that's the
same kind of thing we were
looking Por, do Wou?

4/" No. Bizarre, yes,
\._but not: related.
el
’,_..-'" T
/" Those Ploating people
[ were in the discontinuity
too. I think this is someone's
\ carryover. There seems to

'-..\__have been a lot of that.

-

e

|
~~ Mightbea ™
" problem Por us one
\, day, but not today. /

— - Looks like a lob
of Pun, though.




Don't know him.

|I"

What about Peter Earherr?
You know him y

-'H.“ e _‘_'-"i-u___

lovdf B 4 W ho are you? How'd
1 You Pind me? What the )
P ¢k do you want? ./

i i

You only reave T~

Your personal space t
come here to drink

every ev#mng sl

Not 5o Little late Por that.

You've been talking to
Barkers, rightZ so they've
already told you how big an

asshole [ am. How about Wou go
with that and leave me alone? £
I'm trying to drink. -

:I
i

u-

3 T I'm trying to get.

Oh, Wou ¢an deﬂrmﬂﬁfg e

Oh, You wanna
cledr the air

You married?

Well, don't marry a
Pucking Barker. They
don't just think they run
the place, they think they
run all the people in it.

Judith never gquit
giving me hell, not Prom
day one. I don't know what
she wanted, but whatever
ik was, she made it clear
I wasn't it.

the Pacts on dudith ‘J
Barker's deai:-h :

'I'L.__
Puck PP, bhen. ‘ s S

| -' S0ib H”UPﬁE[p -""'-.,‘

/1t s just bhat I've been

[ talking to other people
who all seem to think wou
[ killed her, so I Pigured You
Might like to tell me

Your version. f

P

"“-. -.,‘ -

— B ), .

e S

Poesn’t excuse

Hey,
W Puck ofP right now.
4 You want to hear this

Wou ¢an go

hibbing her.

OF course, but Wou
have to admit it's hard

to get past

... and in

Pront of the kids ...

The kids! The Pucking
kids. Monica already just
- like her mother, queen of
8 everything, and Nathaniel
Tige: .. a Pucking Preak!

Igota
Message Prom
him asking to
S See Me.
,..-.-‘ah___? «——.

" ItwasasI ~

both of them ...
Pamily's not wortha

Fucking :
disappointments,
Whole

damn ...

waﬁ going home Par

I ¢an think you're
an asshole and still
want to hear wour
side. And I don't
alwaws believe what,
Barkers say.

Aren't you
specidl.

-.-' ﬂl.ltr

No. No point in
it, and I don't Peel
like talking.

No harm in it either,

e

""v ~wanttt !

h“""_:l‘ll‘
Sy
"I.'Ihr

You khow, people
don't: get to choose
what they're born as,
but they do get: to
decide Por

wour own child

to be something wou
didn't like? You abused
her and you call her
nhames? Are Wou
proud of that?

jpgaaan”
rfrreaEm

'.'|¥|....

You're lucky she
didn't: dee |de bo cvb
Hour Pucking Ehroadt in
your sleep some hight!
Becauvse I sure as hell
Might have.

though. Like Wou say, it's
pretty late. surely it's OK
to clear the air now ..

But there
are plenty of
other things ...
I'd still bhink Nat
was a Preak even
without ...

S
"

Anyway. Yeah, I
was rough, all right? g
But I wouldn't have
killed Judith, no Mal'.‘.f.‘.#r'
what anvwbody '
bhinks.

"-.,‘_I

e

.f Anc:r they know I I'E'
didn't, no matber what.
eri bhey tell you.
i ﬁt least Jeremy does. .

What do oo =
mean? J

& Iwas with
B Jeremy while it
=\ was happening.

the evening, so I
thought, OK, T'll run by
Y and sge What the /

Pue:h he wants, .~

=

Rn covidhave :
/ been Something *\ > B
[ Worth hearing. Until | /7 Peter. Glad you
then, I'd thought {" could come by. I have
Jderemy wﬁ]lzﬁ kind of on \ something important
b\ my side. I mean, he \. bo tell you.
'H H»Har'r'mc:r d Barker . =
B\ womantoo ... /

.ﬂ"'r.




//
JEH

7 Now, make N
| sure You get
\this part:

_l-'l'

- e,

o,

/" 1P you lay a Pinger on N ILE
/  mydaughterormy  \IREN
) |

grandchildren again, I'm
going to give Wou a beating
y bhat'll make tihis one Peel y

‘x____x like a light: massage. W8

e — ]
When I got in that night, ~~_

the house was empty. Leah had ™

taken the kids. I had no idea where 1
they were, where Judibh was. 7

Jere e W o You see, he knew damned well I

e e o 2PPENed.( padn't done ib. T thought he Was

i s ad going to set everybody else
R | ; "-~___‘_5 traight, but he didn't. Bastard.

"-.._‘_‘_

I didn't want to
deal witih the shit I
knew they were going
to give me, 50 I lePt.
Haven't seen any of
bhem since.

Not even the kids?

They don't want
to see me and I
don't much want to ;
see theM. =

Get out oF here. |
e

I guess we
. Bree!
_“ | - ‘. 3 i =
LGB el =2 e B ot working ab
D i - Yenomorph

i 5 i

i Bk ik . . anymore?

Have either of
Wou seen this .

. place bePore? 4 No, no cover,
. ' but Wou have to

- ' | : be a bear.

Ch, hey, Lh --
Ruby, right?

You ¢an
No, I quit. Me change over
and a couple of there. I'll burn it
others are starting on For Wou.
this place now. We
Bhink it'll --

> No,andI ,
was down here Just @ B
just a couple of . : second. You'll lose
days ago. _ Customer. the clothes
' anyway, but I'd
take those shoes
oFF now. For the
steps.

Arrry .
This i going to I can't believe I live
P i o ol - be Fun: & in a world where that
{ Uh ... OK, ¥ — i | ’ counts as "Nope, nothing
ey 'l n =Y % ' i to see here."

- e

p I'm sorry to have
wasted wour afternoon. I
still think there's something
important I'm missing, but
b Wandering around looking Por
ib Was a dumb idea.

Aw, it's OK. Tt
was interesting. %
We'll keep an eye ouvt B
Por other
weirdness,




ELSEWHERE THAT EVENING, THE LATEST PERFORMANCE BY HAMILTON SPARKS' (AKkA BARKER'S,) THEATRICAL TROUPE HAS DRAWN A PACKED HOUSE ...
— =

1. _.

I'm telling g
You, Rodnel, I G
didn't kill i/ I

can't believe you
Ghink I'd do khew he'd be there
something like but you! You've been
that! IWing to me Prom
the --

No one else

Ham I do
somebhing/

A : e
] _"' i ol -3
. L } . | 1 5 '\-,.:u.-l

Moira! Hovse
“ght' 54 Ho lr'l"_"r

\

Fl

Everybody
please leave the
theater in a calm and
orderly Fashion!

This isn't internal/ I\
may have to reset the
Whole theater. Help get |

the avdience ovt! 4

Oh, my!
They told me this show was
a hot: ticket, but I didn't
know it was so literall

You son-of-a-bitch!
Jou did this!

7 Easy there,
champ. You're a

‘E'f:u had it coming

er you got in My

- Pa-f; i"%";t‘rl . What the Puck is wrong with
You, Claton? You got your

shares, you got your
ackhowledgement ... you're not
doing it out of greed like Brendan
.. What is your problem?

I Pigure about:
twenty years. Twenty
Wears of Wou all getting
Van Ehimk Jna: back what you gave oub.
You think Josiah BY then we'll be just
throwing me that

bone makes vp Por
everything®

You Ghink all
these wears of being
treated like I was dirt just
goes away becavse he
decided, "here, I'm giving you
back what was wours to

=n
r

I'..'Eg f” "l'lrftlh 4

)

I'm not going to
stop until I cram his
Pake charity down his
throat. He's going to
suPPer. You're all going

to sUPPer.

about even. Mawbe.

I'm better than all of
you, and I'm going tio hear
all of wou admit it, sconer or
later, even iP I have to
break wou all to do it.

You'd better get
that Pire out before
someone gets hurt.




I

".

Thank you. I
appreciate wour \
mnP:rmmg it. I mean, W
:i:- 5 ot that I drdn’b
brust the rabat

e R

/" Her name's cLo. N “u

[/ No,Iunderstand. IP ‘, h\

| someone told me I'd been in' '
a coma becavse someone | J
turned me into a rat, I'd /

.i

I\ be skeptical b00. d. = =
~ — " /7 hnd I'm allowed to™

/ ‘ g0 back to Sleep  now?)
= Am I in debt*

-?‘.t-._._

Y Bhouldn's be. Yoo\

weren't being

WS readyto got

ALL SCANS™,

!/ ARE GOOD.

kY

[ T'LL TAKE You !

TO YOUR BED
WHENEVER
YOU'RE

\ READY.

You
 don't believe in
o empowerment?
. Fascinating.

/

/ !

' eharged bed Pees while

Wou were ouk herﬂ As
Por whether you're
ready to ’ga back in /

."f.-.

)

\

" anybhing you want"
-- Yeah, but there are

limits ...

Thanks. That one ™
would definitely have
recognized me. We
¢lashed personally.

DE.
E:ﬂ*“ﬂ_.- .I_r

i Dan 7
/" bait me.

I believe in
empowerment,
sQre, but not in

J preaching that /=
it's a8 Pree :
pass.

H -
here's the thing:
Y When we let Markov go
back to sleep, we
requested she Pollow a
couple of rules, One of

keep a registry of her
patients. Well,
customers,

“You can be

and even if you

Yeah?
What was his deal?

same as all
of them ... "I have
this great new
philosophy" ... or
therapeutic technique
.. or life advice ... and
he went around
merrily rotting
people's minds
with it.

Ignorance is
not actually

DlisS, You KNOW. ' 1 aonee. though I

have a Priend -- ah,
an ex-Priend -- who'd
argue the point.

CHAPMAN, WHE IS CUBBENTLY TRYING TS BECOVER THE "LAB BATS" FROM
IS THE PEESON WHL TUBNED THEM ALL INTE BATS TL BESIN WITH. I

Now, what could
possibly have inspired
Wou to do something
like that?

I interviewed some of
her patients the Pirst time

7 That's it!
That's what
was hitting me
50 Pamiliar. /

keep it to wour private
W\ space, the Barkers will

still come calling to
get their bed ,‘
Pees,

around.* One of them zoned out

completely, right in Pront of me,

just Prom recounting what she
tavght: him.

S0 she's not
harmless, Even if she
doesn't do it on
purpose.

7 You actvally \ :

It's got to be Mina
Markov. It's not quite the
same material she vsed before,
but "you can be anything You
. want" is dePinitely in line with

Y her inspirational
. empowerment crap.

—— |

PoundPeter? /|

.

7 Yes, and you lied to me!

" You knew he was with wou at the
2& time of the death, but you

wanted me to think he did it.
>

I agid I covldn't
imagine that anyone
else could and would J

have done it. &

7 Look, I don't know

Rhea didn't tell me she

how MmUch Wou know
about the history ..

\ had that disease _

K‘ Barkers get. / PNAC.

{ Yeah, I was
ﬁ knew

told.
bePore we were ‘
" married ... she knew she
( wouldn't live to see her
children grow up ... it Was £%p . 1 pap ;
: : . gave her ... 1
h, 8 h‘:*r'b"';b;‘f! g’;‘zg bodo & oved her so much ... I'm not 8
g * T sure Judith ever did, though.
TorEETl e When Rhea died, I Ghink |
A R N somebhing in her never
. reaf[u recovered. /’ /

.i

-

f" Ib was Nathaniel that
/ pushed me past my limit. IF
Judith wanted to sit there
and take it, I had to let her ...
but when Nat started showing
Lp with a black eye or a i

swollen lip ... -
i

"l.

You know, even at ™,
that age, Nat knew
perfectly well how to
change appearance. He --
excuse me -- she could have
concealed it all From me.
She didn't.. She wanted
Mme to know.

She wanted
me to do
somebhing
about it.

Look at that guy. He
Makes it out of coma and
his Pirst thought isn't relief
but, "Oh shit, were they
¢harging me Por all the
bime I was out of itZ"

" ... You know, I '\
believe you're

radicalizing.

* WAy BACK IN 5SS #2 -T

Alsg, there's this woman
who keeps telling me Markov
deserved what she got. She's
¢ynical, but her judgement is

amething happened; I
don't know what, but all of a
sudden, when she was around
bhirty ... it was like suddenly she
decided she didn't want much to
do with me or Leah anyumore,
\.  Like something had come
“\ between vus,

vsvally very good.

Come help me
check on the list.

You don't have to marry '\
him just Lo prove
something. You want to be
mad at me For whatever, |
. Pine, but don't do this! &

I'll do what I want, Dad, and
Wou won't stop Me. You don't get

I was sure
then, and still am
now, that she
married Peter
&pruill just to
spite me.

And when it: became plain that he
was exactly as horrible as I
thought, I had to bite my tongue. I
knew what he was doing to Judith; the
kids tiold me. But I covldn't say a
word. She made that clear.

Well, I'm certainly not going

([ toblame you Por tossing him
around the room. It sounds like |
he more than earned it. A

Bub I'm brying tio
-+ Pigure out @ Mystery, and
this information leaves me
howhere, you see? [P Peter
\ couldn't have done it, and we
. agree it wasn't a natural
. death, who did it7 _«f|

Hﬂﬂ I don's™ }
_ know. J
B -:"_T_E_

" Maybe it was a
natural death. People
do sometimes just have
heart attacks. Even in
Sleep. The beds can only
PescLe You Prom so

MUch, Pight?

Leah always
> thuughﬂ Nathaniel did it..
Bot I don't know how. I mean,

( he -- excuse me, she -- was
. bhere that night, in the house
... but how was it

ihle?
HHH""‘-—-.. possible?

.

For that matter, even if
Petier had done it, it's not clear
how. Not if Monica's story of what
she saw is true, and Monica was
always a bad liar.

-

to say what's good or bad For me.
Not anymore

-

7 I'msorry [ muddied
the waters, but even sp, I
just don't think anyone's going
to ever have a definite
answer,



Twice in two
days I've wasted
somebody else's
time. I'm sorry.

At least
she hasn't had
very many
customenrs since
coming back to
Sleep.

Two she's not
Finished with yet,
50 presumably
haven't lost their
Minds yet ... two I
dlready dealt with ...
three in their private
spaces we can't get
to, who aren't our
problem anyway
Uhless they come
out ...

... and one oub
here that your
secret spyware
can't seem to
locate.

It's Leyna's
spyware, really.
Anuwau, it didlocate
him. I think he's just
on the move.

' HE:].Lj'.
Would vou like to
learn about the
Euphoric
lifestyle?

7 Thought 50. You
were bhe most
\ positive about it.

\'1.
T EE
-‘-H"—'—-_.___-——"- =

The thing is, I
don't Peel like we can
intervene unless
there's malice.

~ The others prabamy ‘--,.\\
can't speak while they're in ™
the svibs, 80 iP they were being
manipulated, we might not know ... |
but I don't think they'd be out on
the streebs being blatant
about it.

= Pl
© I ean't stop
stupid i it's
veluntary.

P
r

-

F

> fou know, I wouldn't have

/ Spent all that time bringing

I'r Wou back to yourselp if I'd

| realized You were just going bo
\_nun back into the abyss again
as 500n as You got oub.

It's all right. I ..
needed a change of pace.
You know, when I Pinish the
rats there'll only be two
lePt in Ghe --

HAMM.

I only had this
descripbion

secondhand From Wou -- |

do those outPibs look
Pamiliar?

Wait, ...
Dr. Chapman?
It ig Dr. Chapman, isn't it?
I didn't recognize you with the gladses.
el ) Pp {

Or with hair. Which
one are YouZ I can't

tell in that. Charles?

y

time in this lifestyle ...

No, no, it's not, like that!
We just prefer to spend our personal

you know.
Euphoric, in fact.

THE LBIGINAL EUPHOEICS WEEE IN 55 #3-4.

EHAFRMAN IS BEFEERING TS THE FACT THAT

SHE'S JUST BECENTLY FINISHED RECOVERING
SEVERAL WHL HAD BEEN EUFHORBICS TEOL
LLST THEIR IDENTITIES, AND

' LONE,

LANDED IN THE

£2MA WARD WHEN THE CULT WAS BEIOKEN UFP-

I agree in -
bheory.

Well, I understand
A Why it pisses you off.

#
.. Hm.

Let's take a detour.
There's someone I'd like to
ask about this, and I think
_Wou'd like to meet her.

i
El
=g

No, I don'ts hnaw
anything about that.
H‘"“-.

AZU BUNS
MOEFHIC L-ABS,
WHICH &IVES
FPELFPLE FHYSICAL
MODIFICATIENS
LIKE ANTL-EES &R
TENTACLES -..
AND AL-S& BUNS
xENOMOBPH"
ACRLSS THE
STEEET, A cL.UB
FEOR PELOPLE WITH
MEDS ... LIKE
ANTL- ":ES fa =
TENTACL-ES-

it's very pleasant.

We all spend a considerable
portlon of our time oul of garb --

—

¥ --becavse
/' Nathaniel Barker
isn't paving For
everything this time,
and you have to go
\ work to make your
bed Pees.

;

e

7 ﬁ.m::r I resent the way Wou come 50

me tio ask questions every time you se ||
something dubious on the Street; .. what_;

xﬁhhind of person do Wou think I am? o

-

/" C'won, Azv, it's not like that and you

/ know it. T don't think You're evil. But there \

are, what, Pewer than Four top-tier

\ algorithmists in A47 Sometimes we have to /

b

-n\..
"l__

\._ @5k around to Pigure something ovt.

4

_—-'""_'_'_'_'_._._._.___‘_‘_‘_‘_‘_ ___""--..._‘_

— T guessT've got a short Puse right ——_
" now. Business is rotten. Both businesses.
( Nobody's coming in here ... I had to let Lois go ... — e
_and there are a bunch of Polks at the club who've e e
S all decided to split: oFP and make their own _ ~~  No,andhere's the ™\

Lhings, For some reason . P ( other thing ... you know it 3
g p_— \ wouldn's necessarily needan )

oS """a,‘ afg oribhmist, mght z e
/~ _ Huh. Like —- | ik -
[ Bree and the = uuw No, I guess it wouldn't. ‘fr:vu d™
\_ bear club? ;uab need to be strong enough at
i visualization. The new Euphorics could have
somebody who remembered the svits vividly /| S

and exactiw enough bo just ManiPest New L.

ol

-

ohes that had the same effPect.

But, hell, i\ ’

maniPestation ab bhat level™ J} A
is just as rare as top-tier |L
algoribhmists. F
IF not rarer.

e,

Well, that's what
Yeah. There's this weird I'm getting at.
Pragmentation going on. I
set; up Xenomorph with the idea
that everybody with seriovs mods
had that in common, like it was a
Modder community, right ¥
Solidarity. But now some of them
are "No, we want a club of just
bears" or "we only want
robots."” Ik kind of worries
me, to be honest.

I wonder iP it isn't
getting less rare

iy

B -

Either people are ™
discovering their b
imaginations, or they're |
getting better at u-smg ,——'"
what they have.

il : . ---H"x.
/80 I'mgoingto "\ '

o/ assume Yoo didn't |\
; f have a hand in Ursa’s | ;
r o4\ bear-making or 5-:"MEE|"IIHQ.
by \iﬁﬂdhme, gither. ./

i




I thought we |
Might sib oubside. 5
I'M Leah Barker. S5

" I-I- -
{,f "

Leyna Okis.

I was surprised
to get your
Mmessage ..

% Jeremy sent g
word You were
5 | asking around and I

wanted to see you

Por myselP. ‘;
= ==l Wl
From %ﬁ

Serene, eh? i

Why does Serene ‘
want to dig vp

_ these particular ‘

“Solving" it¥

Nathaniel killed
Judith. This isn't 8

@gﬁberg passive. 4

.

You sound
really certain of B
that. Why?

" What's b0 solve?

A;’) |

,f'r i l‘f

Because, if Monica is telling the truth
¥ about what happened -- and Monica is 3
[ lovsy liar -- then Judith died without ﬂﬂl-ﬂ-ﬂﬁﬂ
laying a Pinger on her. And the only person
Who could have set that up, at least in
that house, was Nathaniel. He --

-'l‘“ 'ﬂ"
e
e g ——_

I'm sorry.
You have to understand,
¢ in my head Nat's still that
clever libtle boy. It's hard to
change the way I think of
him. Her.,

I tavght her,

Wou khow. At least
at the beginning. She
went bevond me
very quickly.

Nat was
Fourteen when
Judith died. By then,
she knew more than

b bones? 4

\

enough to do what
she'd have needed

to do.

>

Monica. S
She's a mess.  \3
We're trying to help \J
her, and we think
solving bhis Might be
Emp-nri:.anb y

And what would
that be, exactiy?

I don't know
what Wou know
about networks.,

I Peel like
there's something
there that doesn't
work, though ...

[l right.. Well, it's possible
Lo ¢reate a broadcast spot. A
loudspeadker, but with no speaker. Rigged
in @ Pixed location, possibly with a trigger to
setb it oPP. 8@y, opening a door. And no one
would know it was there; there'd be nothing
Lo see, unless Wou were doing a very
specific kind of scan and knew
what to look Por,

I'm not sure yet.
something bothers me
about it, is all.

Ok, bub
Judith wasn't
killed by a lovd
noise ... —

0 = What bothers me, to this
ey 1t wouldn't have (U . / day, is that I'd have been
to be that kind of LA e ( willing to swear Judith was the
noise. You could | N . only person in the world Nabt
broadcast obher >, really cared about.
things. Pain. P You think -
bestasy. Fear. o Nathaniel N s 1 could see Nat killing
Peter, easily. I could see a
lot of people killing Peter.
Jeremy wanted to.

More than b

Y that, I think he -- e
sorry -- I think she N e
Might: have been one oFf [EEEEEEEEu
the only people who £ R
covld. Even at &8
Fourteen.

Jeremy is a good
person, but he
somebimes doesn't think
things through if he
spspects he won't like
Lhe answer,

Yes. Jeremy beat Petier
Lp the night: of Judith's
death. In Pact, while it was
happening, best guess. Has
he told you that?

Judith caught Jeremy
andl having an intimate
moment.

Oh, Wes.

Even now,
Jeremy never
keeps secrets

From me.

She thought it was horribly disrespectPul
to Rhea's memory. I wonder iF she'd have Pelt the
same i she'd cavght Jeremy with someone who
wasn't me. The man wasn't obliged to hang it up
just becavse his wiPe died.

And in our case, it was even
more ridiculous, becavse Bhea and I
had that relationship with Jeremy long
| bePore Judith was born. Long before Rhea
and Jeremy married, in Pact. He married
her becavse he covldn't marry both of
*\ s, and becavse I wasn 't going to
have children.

- Sigh --

Vs

"Even now" -~ it
seems like the two of you
. /have had a Palling-out of some
‘{ kindZ Is it the same thing that
¢ame between Judith and the

Jeremy and I never had a
“Palling-out." Once the kids were
grown, I just decided it was time to
move on. I'd never been interested in
any men other than Jeremy, and I
wanted to go see about some
relationships with women. He
Lhderstood. It wasn't bitter.
We're good Priends.

two ofF wouZ Jeremy

b\
/ "\ mentioned it, but said he
'u N didn't know why. /f!

b' lp't,
P

v M
I don't r-aﬁawx‘

what you mean --

' Bhea knew I would be there Por >\
him, and the kids. That's why she
didn't tell him she had PNAC. She khew
bhey were in good hands, and she didn t)
want it to be a cloud over the limited
amount of time they had. {;fff—-‘—*%-‘

Thﬂugh honestly, ' N\

Don't give me 5,

that. I knew as

g "\ soon as [ saw You. You e

E—) r" ,”"‘t’ sure that was the W look exactiy I:Eﬂ what

Ill\lll |I r'lghtl decision. GEF‘EMH was ' \ I'd Expgct bamue[ and
Ill'h \ More hurt by that than B 2epene's child to

he'll ever admit. look like.

g gt ' ﬂ.q-

Serene wouldn't
send anyone bo look
into this but a Barker.
This is Pamily business.
And who besides a Barker
would care about
helping Monica®

Sometimes I wonder iP
the Barkers will ever
realize they probably

shouldn't keep as many

secrets Prom one another
as they do.

Mind Wou, my
great-niece needs all NSRS -
the help she can get. T
| don't think she ever really R f_* T R et Y cu gt
Was the same aPter her (I ;;‘;_,.;*--- T ki S 'Jl-ﬂ s
Mother's death ... and SRS B Sy
 that happened when

T .. -
b g
=

R e, - -'ch""‘ 1
5he was twelve. 48 I'mjust pointing out that you s

W can't complain about keeping secrets. O
We always have our reasons.

You're not really in a \
/ position to complain about that. Y
‘i Is Leyna your real Pirst name? : A
Why has Serene kept You 3

=

341;
o _ Yours is safe with me, by the by. 4
E H: .'-.;“
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i We just Paurld
Your man.

Onward, all!
Forward march!
One, Two! One, two!

I don't want to be
bhe person who's

"/ You're not N\
overjoWed by her)
Findings?

I mean, I want ™%
people to vse their
brains and their

_imaginations more!

™

ButIcan't —
help Peeling like A4 "
keeps getting weirder Ty \w—
every day ... and
sometimes I wonder
how muUch of that is 4
MY Pault.

I don't think
You have --

Wiy do 1
heep hearing
MUS

I have to march ... march ... the music ...

Oh, no, Wou don't!

Come back here!

Kuby, that was an area
Y Manipulation! That wasn't just
B mental suggestion ... these people)
b are physically altered.

7 Yeah, I know. The other
two had some physical efPects
boo. Nob as obvious as this, but the T8
Pirst one yesterday was a lot
8\ stronger. Pulled me in Por, I don't
! know, a@ couple of hours. I
barely noticed this one. . I guess I'd

{ betbter go catch vp

witih the drum major
and knock some
sense into him.

e

. Nowyou're
wandemng IP this is
Y Markov's work, is she just really
good at spotting people who have
manipulation ability, or is she
setbing off the ability in them
even though they never had
it bePore?

... Bomething
like that, yes.

And how it
meshes wWith what b;-lt:t,hjpvfdga
Azo told vs. 5 o

Monica ... I know the truth
about your mother's death.
Pon't wou want to know?

"
%‘“«:‘i\ﬁ‘%‘ﬁ
m\mwa&x\w

ot Mnnuunuu“umu
TN < B us

That's why we have to
bhink about it.
S0 it won't hurt anymore.

i i

ML T

[



i b
=" What did you s
— v
=  do, Nat?

; L

|l'l|i"-"'

] 5

..-' / [ Monica ...

Il,"f \_ ibwasn't

L}

.
= What did yov do?777
-

ey o
-
Bl o o o

Oh. OK/ 1;@15

¢ o

/ That makes 50\
‘4 MUCh sense!

I,.--”:."v'ha didn't any of

| Us Figure that out
\  years ago?

oy
I think maybe wou T

= were just too close |

L toittoseeit. o

Mso, ah, yoor

S Pamily doesn't seem to
: be really good at

L communicating with
' edch other. ]

N
i, =
it

Peter ... the
children are
watching ...!

Do I look like I give
a shit Let them

sge. They need to
know how Pucking

vseless You are.

They're vseless
too. You're aif
worthless. I don't
know why the Puck
I'm still here.

T

]
i |

f
t
{
I

“He said we were vseless, but he

| was the one who didn't do anuthing.

He insisted on having an "office" in

the hovse. All he ever did was hide in

Ghere and watbch passives.

"We liked it when he did, hough. That

Meant he wasn't trying bo kit vs or
) yell at us. We never went in Lhere.
I-| ﬂl,fﬂ"_ﬁlﬂ# 51':":&-;-”- .llt'fﬁerr -.-|.'

"And then she vanished. That was Fﬁ

7z

&

»

I

%
i

I never got to GoUch i"E.l"', I didn't
G Eo Gell HE""‘ goodbye ..

i

[ covldn't prove
F...-" bhat Nat killed her. I didn't
- krnow what to believe
f t.h:u;-ght. Nat loved Momma ... 1
started Peeling |'L:= nothing was
saFe anymore, I col ||1'r.71';
I brUst 3H'1L-r-;f1

I dicdn't
_hJ[. spe ﬂﬁlrﬂ
to Nat, but u
Washn t gver the
same after that. And
less than a year later
she went oFF on her
own and I barely
saw her Prom
Lhen on.

"1 mean, it doesn't make -

.-'"
!

evergbhmg go away ... and Nat
Et.m controlied me bwu:e like 1 )
: was just some pawn

'ﬁ._“.. i

You coming down Por

Damn it, Peter, are“*j
dinner or notk?
”H.

-

o]

’ Monica ... yes, Nat
killed 1l..w.n'ut:i-l .but I

don't bhmk ﬁhe
B intended to.

L=
"
T

: ~ You yourself said no
: = 7 one went into Peter's office
< ‘ S Unless they had to. Jeremy said |
SN somebhing similar. Why would Nat
._i set a trap to kill Hour mother
on thatdoor? <

- *'I‘ l"l
| d ' ' -‘l!
STy ‘___.--"'""'_'_ -

] Nat was trying to kill Peter. . 5
Judith opening the door was an accident.
What should have happened is Peber would have
come home, gene into his ofPice and gotiten Zapped.
Bub Jeremy decided that was the night to
sidetrack Peter and beat the hell out oF him.

It was all the worst kind of coincidence.

‘[ﬂ mul e

e

g

dlong and ..

=

¢
lé

i = - : _:_ i --"ll,..-"" Eutpj -.uﬁtfgl [tr ‘h{\
e ey Was Nab. I didn't

———

THCHSE are when I reailul

7 started to get shook ..
then that Melinda person came

. I just wanted to
make sure that no one ever dudl

that to me again. ﬂ

a!"ll:f \

» -

want Nat anywhere | I

near me anymore. L8

I still don's. A4

I guess ... With
everybhing that's
happened ... nobody's had
d chance to tell you.

I'd have bh-ﬂughb
¢ one of the Pamily
would have, but, like I

said: not great
communicators.,

Nathaniel isn't in
Sleep anymore.
She's been banned.




“You don't ever have to worry about her again.”

I5 everything
ready?

oh your

dePinitions.
Not an ansawer

that inspires
conPidence.

I must remind you
that we're putiting a
great deal of Paith in wour
plan. Over several
people's objections.

And this
equipment took a
great deal of time

and effort tio
obtain.

I'm alot of
things, but not that.
It will work, as long as
the people we've
discussed are still
willing to assist me.

And the

equipment; is ...
good enough.

All T'm waiting on
how is Por you Lo Pind
me a volunteer,

And wou think he's
one of My patie rti:-sf_
2 J“M"hl'ﬂ.

Frederic Wood.

Something just
Mmake sense?

You wouldn't
know it to look ab it.
Did wou get this chair
Prom @ trash pile? You

khow it needs to be
sanitary, right:¥

That's actually
why I'm here.
This is sharl.

Sharl, this is
Nat spruill.

We were
Fortunate to Pind
it at all.

And once again I
¢cauvtion you about your
attitude. I don't think you
bnderstand the political
situation.

We don't have a

clear majority Por this,
and even some of the ones
who are aligned with the idea
have doubts. Two of the
medical staPP have tiried to
convince me you're out

0P your mind.

/" Tdon't know what "

| striver's told You, 50 Porgive )
Mme iP you've heard it:
=" This process is

/~ going to take a long time.

)
%
.
=
o
T W i
. |II
I

|

\ P

will be tedious and
unpleasant.

S,
.
Sy
—

Weeks, at the least. A Pew
arts may be painful, the rest

And at the end is a
B trip into a hostile place
. that we can't promise with
certainty that we can
retirieve Wou Prom.

-l

One, two!
One, two! =
-

to "lead people into
sgmebhing." That's
how he pot ib.

-

Huh. Wonder i he |
redlized this was what
he was going to get.. £

Anyway ... I Pixed the
other two yesterday. This
time, I think you should
clean up Your own mess.

G0 set him
straight.

“This isn't how it's N

L supposed to be!

p—
hn

:'l'-:_ el . ,,ﬁ,mi
____..J.!i
Y

And you still
volunteer?

I'll do
anything it takes to

destiroy sleep, Ms. spruill
-- Nat.

Anuthing.

Bub ... given what
Wou've told me ...

what if I get pulled
into the ePPect?

Then I'll
come pull you
back oub.

But I don't think
You will be.

You're his
mentor,

e —

.-'f- _--“""-.
|"I.. ] |III"||§‘ ] .."'|
A Markov? /

o
| | ~

|
.

]
-
I'L
L] .
hat on earthisy

|

E
W
L going on?

And why am I
Wearing bhis
Lhiform? 1 ps

..'nl_"- '- 3
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I..f"f Markov was \
k surprised, remorseful,
and apologetic.
" -
S gy
1 mean, I'm W
/ 5ure she's a good
liar, but I really
Lhink she had no
. idea this would
You can N happen. £
come out now! A e 1
Everybody's
gone.

I recognize that
you're reluctant to
pass judgement on people,

though Wou're not as

reluctant to be the Jou really

enforcer in the Pirst think we made
Nathaniel

place ...
worse?

I'd be very surprised iP
Nathaniel wasn't plotting some
kind of catastrophic revenge
right this instant. What
resources she can Find Awake
to do it is another
guestion.

I agree turning Markov and
the others inko rats wasn't \ -tq..,

pleasant, bot it removed any ) e -
possibility of their making Purther o ™
trovble ... I admit I didn't think it A1
would do the sort of Icrng ~Eerm, Aa
mental damage it did ..

Bot I rePuse tio Peel
MUch remorse even about %
that, becavse I contend --

_ ~ I didn't inkend Por the "'-x._
DU LS MTEE -~ patm[ to get out of hand the way ™
it did. I just wanted to try to do
something to protect ever'yrcme Prom
people like Melinda. I didn't tell any aP

H uau becavse I knew Josiah would

throw a Pit.
/frm sorry I made

A\ \ 5Uch @ mess.

- i *. . - “

I‘M_:u-:at arad ,
/ you're back among \
us again. And not:

n only becauvse we |
need Yoo in this
: internal Pight.. | -

About that ...

Look, I'M not
_gmpathetu: to Brendan,
I never liked him anyway.
Jlnd I've made it clear bo him

that I'm not out of MY Mind, My
'\ shares are not vacated, and
he doesn't have my
sppport.
Bot ... I don't: think ™
I can r:ari:.w*:pai:-ﬂ in the’
battle. Not right now.

Not yeb. A

1#’ &p all of that
\ gained us habhmg m

Ah, ¢'mon, Serene. At N

least she's communicating |

again, and she's on our side.
That's something.

Twentu-some years of
rePusma to deal With grief |
surely creates a whole lot

of mental constipation.

e

- Sigh ==

Not sure it matters anyway. We
wouldn't be able to get a quorum if we
didwant to vote on anything. And
Clayton and Brendan know it. They've
stopped even pretending to care
about the rules.

. ..:'-- K
|.' A2 o]
: S -".}{.E‘
b LTI
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e - e . |
; e e '|. r.-.-r- -
- fr -;_.. ] R
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IF wou're tirying
to change my
opinion of her,

Porget it.

S0, still no
guilt about ; .
turning her into Neither of us believes MUCh
aratz ./  inguilb. And I thought I'd
convinced you that what she was
doing to people -- [ast time, at
least -- was actually and
aeliberately bad.

S

No, I buy that
part, but I'm séill not

= Sure that the rat thing .

_..——-'-"'.

-

- wasn's too severe a .

pURishment -
v HAMM. g
5 We should work this out, R e
...f

—
G bacauaal do wonder what _
e Wou're going to do when you f,#'

Y (’" ' B eventually Pind Melinda ",9
L Shannon. /’ >
_— > Y
-t

You may recall My St
Misgivings when you had me
N Mmake that isolation hood Por
" Nathaniel Barker.* Then you
L\ exiled her Prom Sleep, and
Mmade her even more

> " dangerous.

"ﬁ* = o .;.ﬂ?“?

.

I don't Peel one
™ damned bit of guilt
—, bout Mina Markov.

You know, T looked in
the mirror this morning 7

and realized that I picked
Lhis hairstule becavse it's
| the way Momma wore hers.
i I've been wearing my hair
0 like this since I was
PiPteen and that never 4 A%
occurred to me. A

I Peel like
something's been
taken oPP me ... like a
rock holding me down ...
but now that the rock is
gone, I'm realizing I have |/
ho idea what was
Underneath it.

that makes any

( I don't know iP
sense,

Mo, I
understand. I'm not goi
vanish again. 1gwant-

Wou to keep me vp Lo y
date on what happens. But ... I need
some time. To

IP you really need me, & _
I'll participate. Pigure things out.

\

/~ Onthe other "\ >
hft_?f s E@,ﬁgf ',}f' E S\ 1 mean, tet's think shady
2 pu[ggr ,,feu What can we do to mess with

—— =

@0\ those two? Something they'll
actually notice.

™ &

Funny you should
53y that. I hapd an
O ok s 295 PWell, put it bhis way.
We can't even think
about it until Pavline comes
back Prom wherever
she's hiding.

(MAYEBE MELINDA .?)
RPRISING SHAKEHP SCHEIME!



