You bwo are
going to miss
Wour Pirst
seasion! she'll
be mad!

I put some
¢clobhes in Por You.
You don't have time
to clean up. Go on, 8

get dressed!

IF THIS IS YOUR FIRST ISSUE OF SLEEFPER SRUAD: YOU HAVE COME AT A BAD TIME.- THIS ONE'S
LUNUSUAL-- AT THE VERY LEAST, YOU'LL FROBABLY WANT T BEAD ISSUES #2 AND #24 FIBST. -T

I'm supposed to
show Wou around, but ¥
Wou don't have time now.
Later, aPber your
SE545i0N ...

Ladders?
What is this, 8
space station? 4

I , - _::-'i"
What "session"?
What is this place?
... We ... How did we
even get here?

"It kind of @

Coh. That does

happen. When I Pirst

got here I could barely

weird place, yeah §

... bUE it's nice!
There's stuPf to do,
and the Pood's good,

remember My name. 2
It'I come back! 4 \and you get to walk
- A around in your

pajamas!

= ‘lou're here Por
" treatment! Like me!
Like everuwbody else
here. Except the doctor,
b oF course. And the 4
: orderlies.

Come on, we
kind of need to
horry now.

Thew're
here, Doctor.
sorry, we're 8

little slow.

F Good morning! I'm
Pr. Donic. I'llbe
supervising your -+~ Look, Uh, Doctor ...
* we don't know what's
going on or how we got
here, but I sure didn't sign
up Por any kind of

ell, of ¢ours
treatment ... Well, of course

Yoo didn't.
-= Chuckle --

You don't recall wour
trial? Being sent here?
NoZ Perhaps you've
blocked it out. That does
sometimes happen.
Travma.

Thank you, Min. X
You can go. See |
KoL this
abternoon.

Now, let's
begin. Would the
two of you get
into the chairs,

please?

L don's Bhink I 275, wouldn's want

"~ me to have o call Por
the orderlies, would Wou?
Let's try bo keep this
Priendly. There's nothing
to Pear. I'm here to
help you.

- There, nice and comPortable.
sorry about the restraints.
sometimes there's a little involuntary
MUscle mobion and we don't want Yoo
! to hurt yourselves.

"~ Juat relax and leb the
program work. Like I said,
there's nothing to be afraid of.

We'll have you all
better in no time.




We have two really nice
pools -- there's another in the other
big dome -- and you can see we have all
kinds of exercise equipment, and there's
lots of other stUBP too. There's a room
with a big screen where we can all
watch a passive --

“How do Wou
go outiside?
Where's the

exit®

Wait ...
weren't we just in g
the room with the

chairs? I didn't -

I don't recall --

.
|

This is our dining
room! Did I mention
the Pood here is

actually good?

I, Oh --

I don't know? I don't
think there is one! T
mean, I covld be
wrong --

7 Your session's over! -
That's why I came o |

~
S

show You around. .

Are you OKZ 4 —

-
’

No, I am hot. }

Why? Is that where
they keep the
procedures they don't

want to admit --

It's just
wrong. No one builds
a rehab Pacility like
this. Even in Sleep, it's
ridiculovs. And the idea
that we're serving
some kind of

sentence ... Well, what if

we arefl mean,
hell, we can't
remember how we got
here. What iP that gid
happen and we
deleted it?

For what, Ruby?
What's the crime?
What did we do?

555h!

It's not good to talk
about. Especially not
with &hem around!

Huh. Wasn't it
Morning a minvke ago? R
And now the sun’s

starting to go down. That

5€55i0n MUSE have
. l[asted longer than I £

a '-.
I guess that's
why I'm Gired ...

That, or
somebody's messing
: Witih you.

Look, I'm in @ place
that doesn't make
sense, I don't know how or
why I'm here, and I don't
know how bo get out, or
evenif I can.

7 Right now, all I ¢an do
is Pind a distraction Por
- MY brain.

And you need one too.

=

There aren't a lot of

patients, I don't think! I
only ever see the same Four
I mean

or Pive people ...
besides wou two ...

4

They're scary!
And they're really
mean, too. Don't
make them mad.

I have to go to my
session now. I'll see
Wou both later!

I see another room
like this one through
that window ... that door
must go to it ... who's
that Por?

That's the red wing. I'm pretty
sure that door's locked. No one gets
into the red wing unless they get put

there. And you don't want that.

Those are the
"orderlies"? They
look More like

ones,

Though,
really, that's
redundant.

I'm not too

B tired to play.

What if -- mm/ -~
what iF they don't approve
oF the inmates dping this
kind of thing?

You don's know it
we have that kind of N
relationship.

For that matter, you don't
even know iF we have
D anyrelationship.

Al wou know is we
woke Up naked in
the same bed.

Cross Ghat

bridge when we
come o ib.




.. Whab time

Might: as well
ask what day it is.
There's not a clock

in bhe place.

Come bo that ... g
do you have any idea §
how many days it's

been? How many

5255i0ns¥

Five, I think.
Maybe six.
It's getting harder to
\ keep count.

=
— A

We base more of ]
our mental Framework than
we know or admit around
perceived duration. IP the
Pramework of elapsed time is
gone, then everything else
becomes MUch less certain.
More malleable.

It makes us
easier to
manipulate.

That's also
WhY Wou Peel 50
tired.

Which is why ™,
I don't believe |
a thing you've |

told vs!  /

Iamnot OO
getbing in your'¥ =
chair again! You ¢
¢an bring in your

horrors to

rag me ...

\Lj_ ag m /

Ch, we
won't need to
; do that.
rehabilitation or\
any kind of A st
therapy. You're (NN SR | E think you TR You're Par
bFalHWE:EHE:'IQ 1 e M obligation to uvhderstand. &5 enough along at
LS. Why? Gl S N treat vou. 4o £ this point that I
j 8 if you'll get: - .
| e inko -- _ Wour consciovs
You poor 0 I'M sorry your cooperation. /-’
thing. &80 parancid delusions -
have led you to where |
N You are, but it doesn't _ ;
\ change the troth, no B begin, shall
R\ matter how Much You Bl we? We're

M@y wanb ib to. , running 8
: : . behind. &

Oh, now, don't g
You start being My EPPective
diPPicult, too. & | therapy cannot always IP you're concerned
be pleasant, I'm aPfraid. about her well-being, why
That's just the way it is. don't we look in on her?

And you ...

will have bo waib
Wour turn,

You didn't listen
at all, did you?
Sometimes it can't
be pleasant.




It's a little early,
we don't have to be
anywhere wet.

Wanna Pool around?

-= MMph --
one-track mind ... ignoring
everything going on ...
changes ...

Pon’t call her
“doctor"!
Right: on
bime boday.

Good. . AN
How are Wou " stop FEIHP-ﬂr'-:rng it/
Peeling ' 1 Her qualifications have
= ! been revoked, do you
Lhderstand? she's not a
doctor! People don't get to
be doctors when they
do horrible things!

'Dh| I‘Hl a”
right, just tired

... BUG D,
Chapman's being
really weird --

i

V... like whiskers!
[ Ruby, you've got _ : Ny
k i Aot Sl OF course T do! ™ _xﬁ'f,:i"’f_ﬂ;;-' Ayt
| | ' I always have. , .

e

dL L N
R

[
j el

.
w -'.I.

.. haven't 17 AN . T

No! No, wou
haven't! I'm telling
Wou, things keep
changing and you _

don't -- — :
7 Well, you've

got 'em too, you
khow ...

Do You even remember what,
she did? Do Wou still have that in
Wour S0Pt libtle head?

i
8 ahe turned her patients into rats/
She abused her auvthority and her
expertise. And she's going to suPPer Por it!
che's going to get everything she . do wow remember
deserves Por what she did! what Wou did?

;ck_ _Er.lili'; P
wck built. =+,
Ick _Ij. - .a _:- " -

B
'H:-k‘[ ‘ .l_ F i
.;:k 'l;u.illl ‘ '
ack built.

Jack built.

"‘j t Jack built.

. 4|§e

L




Hey! How are
Wou doing?

How do Wou think?
.. What: did wou do to
Your hair?

Shows ofF
your garss

Min cuts it
She says it looks a lot - Q
better this way. She says e Ch, good. \
y ib shows ofP my ears. 4 :
- ‘ o Our whole world is
coming apart, but Wour
concern is a hairstile 4
\, that shows oPf your
% enormous ears. /

" Are you saying Wou Il - "5 -1 "y —_—
think Something's . | | Al
 Wrong with wy ears® : everything bhat's
: happening here like it's
hormall La-la-la, all's
well, I think I'll get a
. haircut!

Moy N

Theg,!'re perfectly Pine ears. But
they're not supposed tio be that
f:»r;.e‘ They never were before! Just
\ like our Paces weren't this -‘5hape
bePore, we didn't have A

Whiskers before .

/ And I'm tired of you
/ Mdaking up these stories
[ about things changing that
[ haven't! I thinh Pr. Donic is
\ right -~ You 're going paraneid |
. and you're just coming vp /
. wu';h excuses Por ntf

No, please!
I'll be more
cooperative! I --

- 5,;;,:_@;}; —

f."'ﬁl_m.:i. |

I promise!
There's no need
to do this!l

ELLITONN

Don't just sib t‘.hﬂr-
and
-~ SqUeek --
watch!
Help me!

Pon't (et them put Me in bhe 4
red wing '

Wel ) " And you had better be carepul.
Well, even iF Jou Talking the way Wou do ... you're
bhink I'm delvsional \ lucky they haven't havled you into J

about what is or isn't e readn!
happening, I hope Wou can the red wing already!

agree that this is not a
place eibher of vs
wants to be.

You want to
keep going on about
people changing or how
horrible this place is, don't
do it when I'm arovnd, ./

A

Ok?
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31
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And then she'll come
out of it, and it won't have
Mmade nearly the impression

it should have, That's partiy

Woor Pault.

Your Priend is Pighting
Lhe therapy becavse you are
reinforcing the wrong message with
her. Your behavior, your accepbance, is
sending her a signal that she's done
nothing wrong. That she doesn't
Iy deserve punishment.

You most

] e g
Wou .;;l';'.l,-'.r'r_.;;_:li' fi‘*-ﬂﬂg that

They're going tio
tear her Lo
pieces!

’ N'ﬂ #il 2 H':Il
can't do that to ¥ You can and you will.
her ... Because Wou are a good
B littie helpPul mouse Who
_ does as she's told.

L' shié cotithBpRinass J.: s/l T

1 " . . . Hi 'F.'

, thie catfthag ki ':".r ;
L} i ' o

5 J_'. het dtithr
YL
WA o o

&

M,

ii.h .

* s

|
.

Wait,
what are




We're looped! We're stuck in H‘“‘x

/7 someone's scenario. There was no judgement,

%,
%,

ho punishment -- it's all a lie! It's designed to
keep us running around and around in it unkil ...

o

UhLil our Minds give up. Or some obher end 7

condition. I don't know what.

=
Honestily, I'd
have isolated you
days ago, but I don't
\ want to separate
A, the two of you. 4

-

u:"::::'-'_‘h' =
> .
/" Bub your ravings

are starting to \
disturb all of the ather)
patients, not just
your Priend. £

Ravings? '
The tiruth, you
meanz?

Having wour
meatball break ¥
MY arm isn't geing,
to silence me /

____"--,__ I?
H'ﬂj butl I .""'-. /
have a method )
that will. ./

o

as e —

o You -'."!ﬂ;'-"n.é'-"""-..._~
- boo, Buby. Or
shall I have wou |

carried as 4
wellz .~

——

Let me out!

|
5
L -
y _._,..—-—"'—-—-..1_
H__‘u?=

’ -,

/ You're
cooperating with
them!

Why are you
. cooperating®

And you're vsually the Pirst one ™
to notice when you're in somebody's ™\
s¢enario and break out oP it, so I'm not |
| sure why you're Palling Por it this time ... |
b, but T need Wou to see bhrough it! Fast! /
I ¢can't break out by myself! '

10& ... that's ... ik
Ijust don't ... RIS

I really hadn't
wanted to resort to this,
Wou know.

Let me gof

Let me gok

Let Me cuevouubiy

i

T

a 4

a—

ol ]

Bitch cat!

- - h
g cooperate, we'll never
S get better! It's therapy/ (LS

IF we don't

It's supposed bo be -- . i
we're supposed to -
cooperate! They're

trying to help us!

7/ Bubit isn't, Ruby/

r

\ It's not therapy, and she's
\  not trying to help us.

£

Tell your goon to

let me go!

I've had
enough of trying 1
to be reasonable |

With You.

keep her

still until I can
get the lid

closed.

Do vou know what's
going to happen?
.. L' going to tell you
what's going to happen.

Leb Meceegeeseeeekhhh

And keep
everybody's
Pingers clear,
please.
Even hers.

Skheeek!
krege!

- chitter --

Skweeeeeeeeeee!!

.
.'i i




Don't look like that!
Dr. Donic saus we're making
great progress! Maybe we'l
be done soon!

#

oo

% a0
-

=

TlmAw A _-q‘
-
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|
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Skreeeeeek/




doctordonic
doctordonic where is
zoe i ¢an't Pind zoé
anywhere
-~ Skegk --
bbut Wou said
Wou said Wou
didn't want to
el e e

separate us

Calm down, dear.

ahe's been moved to the
red wing. she's Pine.

I said I would
prefer not to. She
didn't leave me any
choice. She's being
very uncooperative.

Let's see iP
we ¢an help wou
cope With her
absence.

Ruby? Ruby, - : | B iy /7 _ oF the rats now.

Where are you? S Part of the
.. 4 A pack.

They're coming! e N A g
I can hear them! ' W 5 s g ) ‘ She's not @
o ¥y human. Maube she
was once, but she
lost that.

- ‘-ﬁfj.,"_"';‘."-_-_-ﬁ._-——-'i
' o w that Thi*

fay

I
—_— - . .- — S aineet
o T
oy F 15 i

EITRE Ay o

- 4 t
.

L e T

Don't think
about her
anymore.

this is the
catb that killed
the rat that lived
in the house

— J‘l“-lﬁﬁlﬂ i

. O the cat that _ |
G : killed the -
oS a0 O --;..‘1' ..o E ':‘ 1 CHC, T EF::'H.:? g7

s rat

I When did I
get 50 sMali7
How has

o everything
killed the rat changed 50
MUChZ
the rat

no!

Zzoé's not arat i
don't want zoé to
be a rat

not: @ rat ...
not a rat ... : ,
It's not real. I QLE Let's see |
I'M not @ rat either! \ : 2an mess with the rules. I']-ﬂ‘v.ﬁ:*1 ar'_I ¢an gei:.
| I know I can. I've done it into the red wing

o ol without running into
erore ... sk ne g
° pgigure gd[f;h}iﬁr:y Ed %0 one of the cats.

I have to Pind her!
We have to get out of this!




Hold on, I'll get you Is £hdt what
out of this ... got _;ou shot in
s here? You tiried to
escape?

Yes! And I think I Pound
" '. . a way out. But the cats :
i i o
messing with the rules gg :ﬂﬁii;;ﬁbbgf%hba
and I say you can talk/! i tholsirne g
big show?

I aiways
thovght Wou were
right. I just keep

.. losing that. &

SR L L _ She likes to make
{‘Jh,rthanh you! e S _ s me Porget things. She
. Tcan't tell you how et . almost had me all the
'x\‘_b;or'nt-!e bhat was .., ] i : } =N way ... I almost Porgot I
- was a person. I think
.J' p‘.ubu I'm sorry I ran. that's what she wants,

/ didn't think I covld cr;nwnf*e & Por us both to Porget
Wou, not when I covldn’t ﬁ“ we're people.
Communicate ... L8NS

e

By

Do you think it's he's not 'my’
yoar Mﬂr;qﬁa?dmng Melinda. I don't IP it were her,
This i all Pocused on 2%y, and wants to turn You
You. into @ rat ... I think it's
obvious. Unless it's one of
the other people Wou
turned into rats ...

No, none of : ;
them ever showed \g&* gyt Mina Markov doesn't have the e
b_hr;lbl hlrjd of & ability! she's shown skill at influencing pecple's
iniciative. @ wminds the old-Pashioned way, through sheer |
_ .. but she's not: @ manipulator. She's

never shown any signs of that at all. be mutating

[ately.

Break out
of it:, Buby!

No, you ; . I'm disappointed in you. You
¢an't, and you » were 50 close Lo being Pully
hever will. renabilitated! And to not only seek
out this Erovblemaker, but to go

Just like You can't along with her plan ...!

do anything here
Without MY knowing

about it. ; S
Very disappointed.

I think the only
course of action
open to Us now is 8
complete reset,

Pefinitely a
drastic measure ...
but: Pemember, you
brought this on
yourselP.

There will be some
pain, I'm aPraid.

You're a twisted bitch., /
You know that, right:? Skreeeeee!!




... PURRINg
around in plastic
tubes all day ... I'm
gonna kill her.

-- Munch --

Bot Pirst I need
to Pind Zoé ... none of
those obhers were her ... and
Penic could be hiding her
anywhere ... I covld be
looking Por days ...

-= EPURCH --

== SPUOHER ==

~= SNifF --
- ﬁnfpp ......-'.

=
-

=

HUk/

Or1 could just
Pollow my nose. That
is definitely her
smell.

Guess there's
something good to be
said Por this rodent

thing aPter all.

.. 8hould have

guessed.




loé, it's Ruby!
You're not a rat!
Come back to me!

We're noti going
out through the
sewer? How'd wou
know this was

even here?
____,.r""

I'll explain as soon as I
can ... I Pigure she's
probably expecting us to try
the sewer, 5o let's --

That's it/

Hang on, let me
see if I can get rid
oF these bars,

I try to make it gentile,

That was ... closer
to animal than I'm
comPortable with.

Me too.

The good news
is, I'm 50 pissed
oFF at her now I
don't think she's

going to be able to
get the vpper
hand on me
again.

We're going
ko have to
confront ker. But
not in here. We
heed to get out
Pirat,.

Do you
know the way
out of the J
maze? I don't have to.
I'm going to start
dissolving some
walls.

You're not going to
do that. You don't
have the power.

And you were never
brfing bo make it ‘gentle.’
I oF this crap is just

and Wou just kee o . r ;
rgﬁg;f,%r g-,;; ggapgpgﬁgf Fine! s¢rap it all! becavse you couldn't make it

I'll just tear Wou into little pieces work without keeping vs
and that'll be that! distracted. You covldn't have vs
realizing what was really
going on. You dePinitely didn't
want us to remember that the
ohly rat here is

youvl!

I was hoping
that'd be enough of a
disroption. I'll Ghink of
something else.

... you Pilbhy
horrible little
creatures ...

Get them/

Tear them to bits!




I think we've got

enough distance. Can you I Pigured out how S , s
spare a second to bell me Markov is doing this: She's not. I'm making all this.

what's going on here? Like Wou 5aid, she can't manipulate W She's gotten into my head and
a whole scenario like this. But she she's told me what to do, what
doesn't have to. She just has bo & she wants, And I've been
manipulate me. B, cooperating with her without
knowing it.

I'm about ninety percent: sure.
It Pinally clicked when I redlized: She's after §
Hou, 80 Why does she make me watch what she's When she took away your voice, it didn't

doing to l_f,"'.":'U'? sadism? I mean, wes, probably, but happen until she whispered to me what was
Ehe also needs ME there s what haFPEI"Iﬁ to HWou g,ﬂfﬂg ko happen. She wasn't Qrﬂ'atiﬁg; ahe was
iS5 becavse of instructions she's giving me. giving me instructions. She put the idea in my
' head and then it happened.

Eceece!

L ]
"

3 Well, if this is
" Wour sgenario,
X o iy then Wou ¢an just
e shut the whole
thing down --

Yeah, that's the thing, I can's.

o tried. She's got e too jinxed o
. something. I don't know. I know it's a lot
harder to see through it when it's My own work
-- I learned that when Raz messed with me.*
I can manipulate it -- and the more I do, the
. casier it gets -- but I can't just break out.
; At least not wet.
But she's made a big _
Mmistake. She's jnthe scenario. I
guess she had to be, to drive. I
mean, she's trapped in here with 0s |
just as much as we're trapped in
here with her.
We have to Pind a way to

dePeat her within the scenario.

We can tinker with the rules, but

we have to deal with her on this

level. Somehow.
SR W TR
3 m 1| "‘- ] | ¥ b ', -
1 r g :r 1 ¥ e ¥ ':-‘f
% Y 1o
f o : ® e ..--l'.l- f_'.}; ‘“
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" d |
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R VU,

She's got wou
trapped in here like
everybody else.

,-*"'}}’cru shouldn't ... Uh,
[ that is, you don't need
Lo do everuthing she

tells wou to do ...

You didn't ask Por
bhis, did wou? I don't
imagine you did.

v




Z0&7 Did ywou
come down into
Lhis gully?

Don't guess
you'd be willing
to talk about
this ...

I'm tempted to tell
her to back ofF.

@iven how completely
You've ruined everything, I
think I may want bo take
You apart myself.

With my bare
claws.

. AAAAEEEEEEEEK!
Po you

have any ided
how hard --

=

Just like e y

_q.*

The two by us are

clearly the cats ... and I i _ Buk I don'’t see

== see Pive other ‘patients,’ : anyone who looks like

. That, and I i — v TR | Which is about right ... . Markov. Or like Donie, |

Disrupted her ¥ played the odds that Yo L — ‘. Por that matter. ./

enough. Good job. I they weren't ; : _ = —

the obhers in there had S e

b o be people too. PR ———

I Laﬁrt believe the |
intensity. I thought I'd seen
hatred ... but to plan all that,
bring in these people by Porce,
bring vs in by Porce ... just to ,.
get: revenge on one = AR =
person? 28 b, - : N A

" 8he must
{ have recovered m

'n.,k a hurry and
recaried

_"-.

¢~ ay, where ™
\ darewe? )/

2 b
r.-’ We're in a8 wrapper x\
| shell Por @ scenario. |
w_xﬂne oF mine, damn it S

W T

Now we're going T —— ] W&M*+ -.!'hi.".-;,u RN
ko constantiy be : = _ b - _ !
looking over our _ ——E B _
shoulders Por her, as . ' —
b well a5 Melinda. A e ..

B Bub WoU YourselP R
— 53id --
E—?I;“ c e

~. _ > Lknow ... but I
" And iPwe do ¢ *Etr:h S : PA  was wrong. T

/ her who knows if we can - A
| Pigure out something - - . -
| ethical to do about her. | Y- IPI hadn't made | &
'.Jhmwing her oUE oF Sleep is AN - her @ rat in the First Noaaalia iﬂ .
\ bad; closed-looping her 4 o 4 _ place -- iF I hadn't given in ‘e __

. Maybeworse.. 4NN - s to bhe impulse to carry out ot

®

, \ what I thought of abt the
e — ' y ' time as being some kind
T T4 " ¥ - ; of justice --
4 Imaarm. log.
/I didn't mean to
[ drag yov into this | . ‘ : S
| ¢razy. You were Mg ' | Maube it was justice,
\  right. We should ' ' - but if it was, it was
\ have just lePt her s e i [ Misconceived. I should have
\_ asarat. ) A | thought it all the way through. |
- . F | | EveniP I still concluded she
= : L e, needed to be dealt with -- and |
| " '~.~ that I Was the person to do it |
- s T \ -- surely there were ways /
/ v & _, \_bhat wouldn't have led ba
: . this.

- ,Ilﬁ\
—~ f W—
No, Ruby. !
\ I was wrong. /

-,

e,

S,
u

s Comeon, ™
/ " let's help these
= [ people. There's 'Il
| going to be some |
trauoma, I'd /

N imagine.

e
I~

oS
o,
S e



THREE DAYS LATEE-

|0

Everything all
explained to everybody?
Pid we miss anything while
we were 'away’ I should
know about?

I'm starting work on Forbes. I
think, Por her, I'm dePinitely going to
have to use an isolating loop during the
treatment. @uarantine. I want to be
\ certain before I let her anywhere near HAAM,.
the normal data space. We can't
% have another discontinuity -- What's wrong?

: : It, ah ... well, CLO thinks
MINA MarmaveS dead. that when the cat leaped on

her, it must have literally
scared her to death. Sudden
heart Pailure. The bed
couldn't catich it in time.

Leyna did a litble <
looking Por her, to see if
we could Pigure out where she
was hiding ... and then it
occurred to her that it
couldn't hurt to check with ,

the medical sechion. We didn't see her when we

came out of the scenario becavse
MmaniPestation stops when the
person actually dies.

You know I
never wanted
that, right? I
swear to you I

never wanted that.
I just wanted to
punishher. I
didn't want her
to --
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