.TT . &

(EVER NOTICE

B How EVERY TIME _
pEEnEEN ﬁgﬂ S;J-ﬂ; THAT, IT R " 3 | And the thing
e e G | 2 iS5, she knew
g e SOMETHING | ’ damned well bhat
h~:Elt‘-;'fjr'l!:gﬂ rsr'b.'.l;lgut- it'd 'Y WEIBD IS ABSUT ' 8 g, < : was exactly the way
. DE FOR CoDe 4 Fr.i - 4 : _T{: HHPPEN?J | . : ¥ i tlﬂ TJ'U'EH MH hUthH-
:’b‘a : 5 - That's why she did

|

w1 I.! .I ':-- .t o g I ud i [t' =5 r
I Pigure she'll last e T Wl | [ . ; ;
Fls - b = i b !:Ihll *_:: e
ThaE ... isn'E
What I bholght

| 1 - = T
L HOU Means, S,
i *-‘ I ::l_i"- - L
."|.__|- i .'-\."\-I. £ ok - o
\ = o i .
b S ..; . !'I. i ___.- I-q:.' ) '
e = - I. = 4 ¥ - 1

about a day ...

And she said "I ¢
¥ have no idea who -
&Y you're balking about,"
g like she wasn't
o practically giving him a
S [3p dance Ghe night 4
before ... N

. O B Thatwas ~¢
M rchingioi all T could take.\
exploded, g = . ; i
there in Pront of || I just decided,

o “To hell with it.,"
h  everyoody _,..«-.-J |

Sorry, what?

I'morrwht 2 I
said I wrf her
"@rrrf”

And she --yip-- y : * yrr trrge rer 'n yep
becrrr the --bark-- S0 AL : y  =-bark--rrrs ...
can't rrrgP wrrth a ' ; '

M ...

O¥, did that just
| happen to
A everybody, or ...




A SHORT WHILE BACK¥, THE
SERENE/PAULINE FACTION &F
THE BAEBKERES DECIDED T&
BEMOVE ALL THE BED FEES AND
BENTS. BECAUSE ANYONE WHS
WANTED coULD SWITEH T THEIR
WaAY OF DOING IT-—AND WHZ
WOULDN'T SWITCH IF IT MEANT
NOT PAYING FEEST—=THIS 15
BAFIDLY STRIPPING THE
BEENDAN/CLAYTON FACTION OF
BEAL ESTATE THEY CONTREOL -

You goddamned
turncoat!

I'm going to
Pip You into very
small pieces!
Tommy!
Bruno!

Clayton,
they're

That's our 455, L%
Muldaur!

_am— j.-**‘""f_]f toldyou, I don't give a

7 damn who controls your space,
\. Wou're sbill going bo deal with me
- Whether you like it or--

Some Clever
Priends of mine lent
Me this gadget.
skorage is so Much
easier when you put
bhings in boxes.

They'll
probably get
their heads
together engugh in a
Pew minutes to realize
they can recall cut. Or
maybe not. You don't
seem Lo pichk very
intelligent
muscle,

I could put you
in a box too, or wou
could recall now and

save Us both some time.

I still have to go clean
Lp Your Mess over

HAMILTEON BABKEE HAS &2OTTEN A
LOT MOEE VICIoUS ABLUT CLAYTON
SINCE cLAYTON SET FIEE T& HIS
THEATEE DURING A FERFLORMANCE.

occupied. there.

:ﬁuﬂ\ .

We've got to throw
more people at it. I didn't
expect them to push back 50 hard. I
knew Lucius could be tough, bub
Hamilton's a surprise. IF we're going
to keep claiming our cut, we're
going tio need--

That's it,
huhZ The Pirst
little pushback

You get, You just
roll over and
quit?

Forget it.

I should have
khown better! I
never should have
kidded myself we
could work
together,

ever in your lives
had to Pight Por a
damned thing!
Not once.

‘ None of Wou has

-. It's over, Clayton.
They've outsmarted vs. Soon
we're not geoing to control
anything, and there's nothing
We can do about it.

What an absolute
shitpile of a day ...
Erendan can just
SUCk MY --

As a matter Ly
of Pact ... 1

bhink I do.

Cobermayer.

I spre as
hell hape wou

have some good




Welcome! My name's
Helen Orris. Everybody calls me )

- o
FIRST DAY ON THE SET OF BUBY AND TRISH'S NEW Passive. §| .~ ; B
e /@igi, Wou're on mark,

but Jenny just told me' .
} “Hello." I'm here to help you get set
3 up. IPF You have any problems,

come Lo me.

ok, ==

she needs wou a little
ko Your Pights ... 4

: In a moment I'll show
Wou around, but Pirst--I know ™
by now You've been given a lot of
information and it can be a little
overwhelming. Does anyone
have any questions?

/ Fran hang
back, we want
oL almost ovt of |
_\ Prame, behind the/

/= crowd.

.,f"fgannfel Jake,
stay out of Prame’
but move to the
rear, Wou come in
behind Gigi,
S remember ...
b

A
s

¥y Carly, N

7 we're still
. | Mmissing some of
| the extras. Can

Wou round ‘em
vp? S

—

Are you ... -
I mean, is that TN
what we'll look
like?

=7 Hey, Jenny? Don't "\
- [ _Porget to switchon S
- | Jake's headlights just &5
4, before he comes in. £ —

—_—

Ms. Orris!
I told you that the next

Not necessarily!
There are several

models of Prame. I'ma |

Lime Wou greeted new
™ arrivals, if I didn't get a
chance to give them the

1= THEREE A

tupe D. Also, the colors Pacts - | PROBLEM?

and surfaces vary.

¥ Ms. Parsons,
¢y this is an oPPicial
Punction, guided by
| ToPPler policy, and
L | we're not obliged to
L\ humor the views of
S Your group.

We call it
“transferring.”

As soon as you like, more or
less. It takes a while, but
medical doesn't have a

s backlog right now.

Ms. Barlowe's
K standing right back
-\ bhere--why don't you--

.r'"-%'

" For now wou'll be K, I'm ; ' . b . ~
stauing in temporary declaring we got % ... . ‘v' o
quarters in Complex B ... -~ » bhat i?l r:rr'IE'rg [ ea f]ﬂ% I oot i -:-‘:_raw’, fou're the ~
-~ oW Me ... : ' ' r I B somethingl /7 ek L
= Fellow e " @ SYerivods g Miﬁﬁed? {F director. I'm not vsed
- " \ bobeing able to do -
7~—*" s EHGEF‘IE‘PEEEE;’J' Bub it looked
— \ good to me.

' That was _
\ litble mean. /

.,
S
ey

MY FAULT
SHE'S
SCARED TO
PEATH OF
ME.

74 Fran, Bonnie,
& change autbes,\*-.

Folks, this is \_
we're going o relfghtj

Furst Deepstone,

who runs
Excavation. our
Pacility is mostiy

uhderground, so that

m  covers most new |

construction as £

well as mining. £

this set as the
agriculbure area and

real trouble t )
getting vsed to do ﬁmﬁgigﬂﬂﬂe y
- v

Ny ke this makeup. - /
Y WE FOUND | How about e —
A SMaLL i R‘\.\_ oo - ‘\/'r . .

PROBLEM | 7 Doesn's /~ Jake, sbay N\ ' N
DOWN IN THE | bR R il g Watching
but it's weird ¥ ke Wou play
Pl&. being this : :
z going to do Furst's

: W\ COMPLEX C / i : - ' E
; Y Eie er that we're = |
Furst is g W% ; ! : .l- . Vs g : : against type |
tupe M. Type | = -’% g e < - other scene and get /.
-- e X “_.'-. 3 .-_ ‘=_- : ﬂ_-. s, ]

M Frames are, X him out of the
ah, not Por = % o o \ way. A

4 y ’ .:"'_'1' - .'_:;':‘
\everybody.. L | % C—_—
.'....‘ : "o.". - - . 1) 4
dan I help -

ou With
somebhing,
. Furst? i

/" 1'm having

r, =

\/ Righti7 Bub it's
un to be a
heinols bitch B
B\ once in @ while.

Y You sHouLD
| PROBABLY |
| COME SEE IT

IN PERSON.

NO, IT'M
HERE TO
TaALK TO
WENDY.

ELSEWHERE ...
I don't know

it just doesn't Peef
right! Like it's ... you
know, a cult or

somebhing.
Told you!

And it's huge, too.
Plenty of space For

Acuit®
Come on. How long
have Wou known me?
Would I go in For
something like
that?

Look, I'm not
saying ke doesn't

 hink it's @ culb. The

guy's kind of sad,
really. I think he
doesn’'t have much
selP-esteem, or
something.
' 50, Weah, Yyou have
to play along .. but it's
not bad ... and it's a really
nice place. And no rent! No
More Worrying about any of
that. How many times have
Wou had to do shit that was
a lot worse to make
Wour bed Pees?

Come on, I'll
Show Wou
around.

™.

B can do what Wou want the

i
ﬁ = —_—— H
7 *"" \ ;
4 \ can leave. /

everybody. As long as
Wou keep him happy, you

rest of the Gime. SWim,
go to the beach,

sunbathe all day, I

Pool around ... £ i

3 .

And no
pressure., IP
ou decide you

¢an't deal, you




A
i

"*'

=* i1

11;:\..4"'

PR R
11..4,:
h‘*ti**‘-"

.
.
T

Amber,
this is Mpr.
Hartwell, he
handles ... anybhing
that needs
handling.

Sir,
Amber's
ready to join _

ps, ,;{

Lo T

-

sure Wou'll enjoy £

=¥
)

- il
L

- --r:r"“

)

Excellent!

Welcome. I'm T8 J

better.
ibhere. AN
@Go get her
changed while I
Make the _
arrangements. £

—t

to meet Eze
Barker.

It looks like
she'll be
satisPactory.

A good job of
recruibment,
that.

__..--"""_'___'_"""'-.._

-~
-"

&in%

"h-.‘_.

You have a new
subject. Her name

",

.,

—"_'_'__"‘--._

Yay, lunch!

-

a-'f

o

--,__‘

I'm not used to this idea that Wou can
just say to everybody, "OK, take a
break, we'll go back to shooting in a

Pew hours." I could learn to love
it pretty Past.

N

Oh, I know. They
wanted to be on set
today, but I talked them
out of it. Trish gets
jumpy when the

producer shows Lp.
Even if it's Lov. /

;

And you can't Pill it
afl with sex ...

]

'

£

=

though. I want to duck
out and check on Zoé.

THOUSH BEUBY HAS HAD A SUCCESSFUL FASSIVE BEFZEE ("THE FISHER cASE,"
55 #13/ THAT CRIFINATED AS A FEIVATE SCENARIC, AND THUS WAS FEEFOEMED
STASEFLAY STYLE: ALL AT ONCE, IN SERUENCE, WITH N2 BREAKS. —T

Well, now, hold on. I
don't think it's Pair to
say I "dumped" Doreen.
Doreen didn't want to be
MY Priend if I was going to
stop her Prom being a
sppervillain, and the

FEE“”Q Was MtLal. /” 705 and I have been

through some ... really

— strange experiences
. together. The only reason I
L haven't bold you more about
\g bhem i I'm not sure I have

4, _words to explain them.

You get thrown

together in weird
situations where mavbe Wou
don't even know what's real,
ﬁcrmebimerﬁ Wou end Lp having §

sex. It's like being in " And especially aPter
combat. You have o let it A Mankov's thing® ... we've
out soMe Way. < peen thro ugh Some shit, is
) what I'm saying.

You and I
/~ have been through 7 oy
’ some shit bogether too, You
know. We'd probably be lovers, ‘l
at least occasionally, if you g
were into that. You don't &
s happen to be. That's not <4

F.

J 1

* LAST ISSUE.

is Amber.

 They keep telling
Me that with the bed

Pees gone, passives are

“ going to get: an even bigger

=\ gudience.
= \ to have more Pree time, /
- --i_g_u__ﬁﬁj/ |

r
r

‘r.i'

b lassume
you'll want to

\ give her a trial |

run. g

Good to
hear. Lou is on
the edge of their
seat waiting to
see how this
turns out.

Are you going
to get mad if I
want to talk
about that?

Well, you
were hever on @
Pirst-name basis with
her bePore, but you
haven't called her
anything else since the
| Ewo of you came back
Prom wour ... uh ...
experience.

People are going /

I had wondered

bePore that iP the two of ~

You had been intimate. APter
Wou came back, I switiched

Hey, I can't
linger too long,

Lo wondering

She's not handling

Markov's death as
well as I'd like.

* DE. CHAPMAN, T vou. =T

|
‘\ | don't like her.

/Bhe do es, bhou
[ admit they're not
the same as most

Ii'_ A
3 hl
\e "d!;}f*':: R N |
\ ek N it
-~ —

" Tl tell
secret. I
not provd of ib.

oU 3
b'?; o I'MA

~ 1told Orehid I
was done with her
becavse I covldn't trost
her not to do dumb things
... and that was troe ...
but I realized later it
wasn't the whole
truth.

I'M sorry you B
\ don't like her.

A

and Por how long.

,r“"—%
It's nob that I

7 Come along.
It's time Por you

kiel

I don't Ghink
50 ... What do
You mean?

y

"

I mean, had you
already been Pooling
around wWith her before
Wou dumped Doreen |

and Orchid? /¢

how oPten

T—‘
.—-'_'__'_._._-_-_H-‘-"""-..__
}~"1 don't trust hep. I ™
"] don't think she has any )
ethics,

e
= o
=

-

gh /~ 8he's a lot, more g

people's,

"eynical than I am ...butYy W
I think I like that. She \
. keeps me honest. -
4 =
£y -
£ And I-- ' '
Look, I don’t think I can explain (
exactliy whyI don't think she'll poll
anything again. But I do believe she _
won't. I believe it pretty strongly. gz And P I turn out bo
be wrong, Wou can
point and [augh.

]

I couldn't really
talk to Orchid. The
seX was great, bub

there was nothing
else there.

<&
10& has depths. I can have

a conversation with her.
... She could be a Priend.

I'm a liktle short on
those these days.




VLLKKKKK?

“‘-—

I wondered if
Wou were going to
come by.

I wanted 8
ko check on
Gira Gessit.
A Were you able
B 60 ... 8h ... A

8

Keep walking away
... and ... eob.

T FFUME o pmee s

W
> .

= ]

" Well, I'll 6ry to gh& \

her benePit of doubt,
but I hope you'll
Porgive me if it--

1, FL = H‘-{

the hell was
that?

It will be a8 while.

I'm going to have to
coMMission a completely new
Prame Por her. she's lucky; the
chest casing was very

When you Pind the
human who did this, I'm
going to expect some
actual justice done.

5ave her?
Yes,

against another robot? It's

@ood. Third
Lime's the
charm.

too talky.
I wish
| could lose

Yeah, but we
need it.. It's the only
place we can explain an
important ground rule.

I hever had t.o do the Pirst
episode of anything before,
but I'm tiold that's a
COMMON
problem--getbing in 4

all Ghe setup.

W Jou OK with the
take, Zusana? You
don't look happy. I

thought your reading
was Pine, after we

8 got past the
Pumbles.

nearly breached.

You're
assuming a
huoman did i6.

Why?

= Who else could
haveZ You know
perfectly well the behavior
blocks prevent vs From

knowingly harming others. And

Prom what Furst and Ms. A
Seott told me, this (|
wasn't accidental. —

© Knowingly

harming humans. The

blocks don't: apply to
You're making this hﬂarmmgﬂag:g; ;'.: gpake
out to be an act of ™ :

violence Prom a robot :
I'm not

Mmaking this ovt to
be anything wet! I'm
just keeping options
open -- -

never happened. Why
would we do that?

—

Should I be
giving my boss
attitude like that? I
mean, I get they don't see
eye-to-ewe, but she runs
the whole place,
doesn't she?

Wouldn't
I at least be
a littble more
polite about
itZ

: Oh,
> Wendy's not wour
boss. The two of Wou are
both direct hires by the
ToPPler project. IF anything
You're equivalent level.
You're the second most
vibal person in the
settlement. Maybe
the most.

We need you to be
dble to push back.
You're her ethical check.
All the other people she
\ trusts have a diPPerent /
'x.{eiatianﬁhfp With her. /

'\.“

What's wrong?
Are you --

‘-',.J"-
“IP wou don't
khow, I sure

Y Some kind
J of wave
efPect ... buk
o Prom where?
And how?

Hey, Cil ...
They what#
How long age?

don't think
I can really
do angbhfng,
but I'll come
have a look.

I have to
go. Cil says
someone burned
down one of the
Pields.

Keep me
inPormed of
Gessit's status,
would wou?

Meanwhile, I'll

do my best to

provide actual
justice.

I guess we
should Pind a way) ==
to make that ==

clearer ... We already khow
Fran will have some
voiceover at the beginning

of the scene. We could

Yeah. add it to that.

Even more
talky, but it
work.

OHK, let's do
the obher acene
in here. Fran, you
heed to be back in
your leathers, no
jacket. Where's
Bonnie? she's going |
to sub Por Gira's
Voice over
speaker ...




THE NOT-S£2-SECRBET £LUB (IT HAS NEVER HAD A FORMAL NAME). £LAYTON BABKER HASN'T SET FOLOT INSIDE IT SINEE ITS PREVIOLUS FORM,
WHEN IT WAS LLCATED IN A HIDDEN BACK ABREA &OF THE MOBLLLE cliB. A LOT &OF WATER HAS FLLOWED UNDER THE BEIDGE SINCE THEN.-
I‘HL F'Fetltlh‘ {:Ih| HEE}'I.- I
sure she's in the recognize
back.
Big door at
the Par end of the
Loy Poom.

Wonder who

she's got in
‘eM HOW.

All these toys have
" real people in them. she'd
do something to them, make

bhem like dolls, Gave me the
creeps, bo be honest, but T
let her do that kind of
thing her way.

You're
Serions.
"||f A
e ot Sft This place i
. S3ME 35 ME. She wiped both either a lot
; our heads without bigger than her
shedding a tear. [ast one, or she
didn't let; me see
most of ib.

Melinda

always liked
big sets.

I Ghink
there's
SOMeEche Moving
around back
there.

7 This ™\
/ area'snot
open to the "l
public. Didn't |
_You ?fee_*thef,.f
"‘x_‘ _ﬁrgﬁff.-
I'm going to
heed Wou to leave.
Do You see any Right now.
way to open this
door, or do we
have to khock?
Cobermawver? I thought :
You Were supposed to be Get out of here.
dead or something.

We're looking
Por Melinda
Shannon, and My

Priend here thinks
You must know
Where she is.

or it just

weans I'm not

scared of her
anymore.

fou have
three seconds to

Nobody's

seen Melinda
Por a long time.
She vanished.

Hadn't wou
b heard?

leave. Or you'll
wish Wou had.

Po you know Who [
am? Nobody
threatens me!
And you just
breezed in and
took over her
business

You were
always scared to
death of her, Alicia. So
I think you must be
really sure she's not
coming back, if you're
operating this
openly here.

Which means
Wou know what
happened to
her.

Clayton,
wait, she's,
ah--




Drag these two out
the back door. Don't let them into

the club again.

CATECY MEETING BEFORE THE DAY'S SHOOTING-

/ I'm thinking we try to ™
get trough the [ast of the
material without Byla in it
today, if we can. The more of
that we put away bePore 1 ;
working on Treece's No, not: diPPicult ... but
scenes, the better. she's the second most,
- - inexperienced member of the
3 cast, aPter Gigi ... and Gigi

k

' barely has a part, while | s o
7ou think Treece ’ Tree{*e has E o carry a 2 joke ... no
'S going to be ¢ouple of big scenes. / matter what
difficult ¥ 8 -~ else we put in it, \
i ' | Por some people,

” Zex scenes, | the sex is goingto L~ ,
_ You mean. | be the only reason—=~, AndI don't
. o \ they watich it. think Treece has
N B\ That's just ever done that on
% how it is. camera.

I ¢an help balk her Y&
through that, if it's not

stepping on your

directorial toes.

I have a lot of
experience dealing
with people who've
had cold Peet. that
Wau--

Check it out..
It's a wave ePPect.
Everybody's a
robot.

Ruby, I don't
know how weird
\ shit Pinds you s0
S OFfben ...

Another one
of these?

Another one §

oP--2 " Well, I'm pretty sure it's

not Pocused on me, Por once.

Ruby, why are e, - ] There've been a couple of others, |
You a robot? = ' B the last Pew days. Leyna's 4
Good thing you don't ' | iy ) collecting reports.
have a mirron. . . b

=

?-.

il

You don't seem too concerned ...
isn't it part of your job, to look into
weirdness like that? Don't know if I'd
¢all it a job. I
seems to just Find
me, like you said.

Like it never ‘e =%
7 happened. i :*‘-C;"f

i et o

-

i ' .'l
' ’”’;'#hat-‘ﬁ cavsing ‘ l i .
" : (bhfﬁ? 15 someone
>3 A1

doing it on We don't have enough

- _ - inPormation to Pollow vp on ;
l \_\ porpeses - ib--or even Pigure out where to
- % || look--and so Par it's strange but
No clue. Tl ;i - harmless. Until we can get: more,
4 j-""s‘ i - there's no peink getting too
o Did you notice we . Worked up.
VN both turned to robots =

""_' Prom the passive? Nobody pe s
else in here did. They each —

eir o PMS, -
had their own Porms 40 the ePPect may have

been external, but the T e SUGNE ST o S o L - = r ,
shapes we took came Prom rat h el T o e : ; Right now we've got a passive to
insice our heads. ; : make. And we should probably get to |

the set. Grab your coPPee. ”
r L~
N Y




Been a
while, Mimi.

What are you doing --

I mean, to what do I owe
the pleasure?

I'm looking Por inPormation
on 8 woman named Gira

Gessit. Type D. Sex worker.

YLy Vet
.J{f'u-
L'll trade Wou My
goodwill.

I'm sure you want to stay
on the right side of the

,  Woman who could shut

S down Your business.,

And you think I'd
know something
about that?

7 Come on, Mimi. Word is

7 that halP the trade does its
| meetups downstairs. Besides,
A Wou know all the gossip in

Coldpoint.

And that's my
two minutes

done with. Thanks, Buby,

it was Pun.

Aw, kori, don't be like that.

I wanted you Por this role
becavse I needed someone I
knew could do it right.

“gince o put uff\ :
like that ... .

- Give Me 38
o moment, though. I
il heed to go check on
' the Ploor. I'll be
right back.

Let's see ...
we'll Pinish shooting
this episode in another
two days ... then a Pew
days to edit ... that's a little
more than a week Por the
whole process. Then we take
it to Lov to Pigure out how
many episodes to go
ahead and make ...

&0 if things
happen as Past as they
could, and Trish wants to
keep shooting without a
break, that's about a month
bePore I have to come up With
more material than the
three episodes I've
already written.
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/7 Lbhink it most S DN ot N\ s, o - BRSSP 1 sure hope not, don' YouZ Bub™
/ have been sex. Like, : _ : g w3 !
/' when I was having sex. I , | [ Imean amI\ | AR : I think you won't. The suggestion's
bl R . goingtobe | s B getting weaker; that's why it didn't hold
can hear her voice .. am:r r | . o . = / :
\  we're both not wearmg ) | doing this | o) T up this time. s /
'\ anything ... we're | mu / \ Porever? |/ o e, OF course, iF you meet up with her
N =i : J § TN S 20din and she refreshesit ... .~

r 1 o
e
" — — 1

"-l'" I| i

1*!::! " But that's all "} o j\

""“IH'F *ﬁ IH‘ sure about. I _ O < 7 bL i Ry

S I e - T
T o ) k2 | sroddtiach
Well, you're & AP : : R " - 1 remember where and how
Y alao sure it's a — iy MY o N : - M she did this to Yoo, if Por
woman. You said - ; - _ =\ no obher reason than so
A g » ; . Wou ¢an avoid it!

Oh, Weah, definitely a §
her. But every time I try
bo remember her Pace ...

b it just slips away.

We have a good @
idea who's doing this.
We're just having some
L] ; : P trouble Pinding her. When
e . - i : we do, we are going to "
I'mnot b - shut her down hard. e
ﬁprp‘m-‘ied- She Believe ne. Meantime ... eh. IF
[ obviously gave you & e we end up doing this dance
| S0Me suggestions to - | again, I think I ¢an probably
\ block all that out. She break us both out of it. No
\ doesn’t want vs worries. e

, #

. Pinding her. _ . _ 7/

= F
-:'-' u

This is how
we're getting into
the Pacility?

7 We're not going into
/the Pacility. We'd set: oPP You know, it'd
alarms lePt and right. help if I had some
What we need will come , idea how this is
to s right here. ! ing to work.
ig 40 What going to work

do we do?

We seem to
have some time
ko kill.

We wait.

stay close
ko the wall.
The carriers
will take up
most of the
tunnel.

NATHANIEL BARKER --- AND SHARL, THE WOMAN NAT HAS
BECRUITED FOR HER PLAN, WHATEVER THAT MAY BE.

¥
"You want to hear a story Al right. "They immediately Pound Ny
Lhey had a brang-new
"When sleep began, they redlized _ pmgfgm, People’s
they had a problem: For sleepers to 1 dppearance Awake wasn't
have babies, You have to get two of ' alwaws the same as it was
them ph yﬁrﬂ&f%ﬂag&ﬁher in the Same \ in Sleep, especially with
Awake space. Well, you don't, but longevity so high ...
nobody wanted auﬁ::maﬂed cellection
and insemination, even though it “Aisc, aPter a while in Sle
would have been simple to do. You lose your :;.::rﬁ:;sr “ |
) e ; training, so they had to 1
S0 bhey Made ‘birthing resorts. either tack on a couple of
These were Awake areas attached to weeks to reledrn that, or g
the Sleep Facility, where two people try to have sex while in
covld Gake a vacation Logether and diapers ..."

spend it trying to make a baby."

1\

"Their answer was to
develop a special kind of
Sleep bed that two people
2ould be in bogether, and "Tn A4 they vsed bhe existing birthing resort as the
.. You get the idea. new Facility. Waste not, want not. The birthing resort

wdas designed so Wou could walk aroond in actual
oubdoors and suchk, so it's hot underground like the

"But Ghey covldn’t take
rest of the Facility. That makes it a weak point.

people oF Sleep bo

MoVe them to the They've never bothered to do anybhing about that."

temporary sex beds ... : : _

that'd spoil the whole "OK, but weak point or not, aren't they going to notice

point. 5o they made a Wheh we swibch oUEZ I mean, sleepers are

carrier system thak Monitored--surely they can tell When one of them

transports people--while changes to a diPferent person with a difPerent shape?"

asleep!--to the birthing . , ,

Pacility, and when they re "You'd be surprised. The system doesn't care very

done, carries them back. MUch about Your physical dppearance, just Your g s ;

The bedders tuck them vibals. People have bo request a physical rescan just Cne’s coming. 1611 Be ready to Move

back in and it's all to Find out what they look like. You'll be getiting extra either be her or him. ¥oast ip it's her. I can only

seamless to the sleeper.” scans becavse theyre very careful about prenatal interrupt the carrier Por
care, but none of 5ﬁEM will look at what wou actually 50 long before it sets

look like. You just need bo be healbhy. And Pertile.” oPP alerts.

e

What are you going
to do with her?

"

None of L Y
Wour concern. '

= g N Ho, rry. \

1 just want to
\ know iP you're
\ going to kill her.

Get in! I still
have to connect
You and seal it

back up.
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Agptetpt |-
W, -

oy,

<] '.{l"

Ok staya '

¥ reasonable distance N
" back--Wou don't want her to
hotice wou, remember. When

she takes the corner, You

¢an close in a little

Paster.

| —
> Next you Pollow her to
i the diner where she
.-"... l':l:-'ﬁ'EU'I!tIE' 'Hr'I'itih thE l':U'Etll:'J".'I.EF-
We shot that already, so0
\ We're skipping to the other

Keep back ... the camera’'s
going to move past You so we can
close in on him keeping his
rendezvous with hep ...

RGN

L )n

corridor seb.
-

[ -~ i k.

k. CUt!
That's more than enough of thdt. s
Good job, everubody. We' Hp"c-t:ablu :
use aboub ten seconds of it, but it's ¢ Ao .
nice to have it in case. AT B R : I Lhink we' r,.E gl:'iﬂﬂ to
quit early today. Treece,
= Fran, you have almost the
=~  entire sheeb toMorrow.
"™ Go rest up.

z h*i‘i‘-_‘:?'*"“*"' -
y 4 | _

@od, this getup

-

ﬂv.-..l'-"' e hab ...
want to go do our
sgX Srene?

But we alreaay ur-: %
GUR S sSene .
You ¢an Pollow a
litble more closely :

" here becavse they | Y Good! Let them go
S aren 't paving attent.mﬁf, —— " through the door, then
\ "to anything but each / "N give it three beaks and

other .. y 5 go through aPter

p them.

_.--"'_'_'_'_._'_-_‘_‘_‘_ __'_"—-.__

-""-r.- B -,
-~ ",

/~ Forbes is my Pault boo! I messed

r:" evening out, but I can't help
| suapecking You Might not have { vp with Markov, W'know. I don't want )
\ asked just becavse Wou want 2 § = to Mggg up again. ______'_..- =
B Mg CeNiparg: - 1 e -y '__._:-:"'-"_n:_b ut iP Yot .:'Iuﬁ
. [ 50 hard you get all k‘*:l
\ messed up too, bhab's,
. realbad.. 4

1I"l:i":..'l know, I do welcome an

IPIsayI'ma little worried
about Yoo, are YWou going to
take it badly?

o

- —
- -

( Ruby, you look like
\  alitlekid!

You looked really tired when I came out _— B e

. : T
to check on You the other day. You're obviously e S -
throwing yourselP into Fixing Forbes® with everything A\ /ov doLoo:
Wou've got, which is Pine, but I don't want it to strip \ el 00

Wou raw, especially since you're not really
recovered From Markov yet.

B

>~ And Wou re
L tarmra weird ... |
and

DISCONTINUITY IN ISSUES #iy-16. DE. L,HAFH#‘H"" £
AND PES5IBLY HER MEST DANGERLHS.

#FCONSTANCE FORBES,
FINAL "comA PATIENTY 1

... Well, that
[ was certainly

\ Somebhing.

Another of those
wave ePPects. There've
been a bunch of them the
last Pew days. They
hever [@st long.
You've been spending
most of your time
Awake, you've missed
the other ones.

No idea where
they're
originating? 4 Not ye. I've
been too busy to

~ investigate.

Has to be a new.fs-r'l-:.__
phenomenon. Nothing else
has that kind of reach. ,

O, but the network is

still completely down ...
Huh.

Want to come
meet a couple of
interesting
people?




I boldyou! Even
with the stabilizer in,
that sequence was
going to degrade just
like all the rest ...

I know, I know ...
[ but we had to try it.

That was just about .
MY ast idea ... E-&
T

1y e

“ Hew! It's
) good b0 See you.
| Who's your
Priend?

Uh ...
there's nothing
wrong, is
bhere?

Vi This i5 Dr.

Chapman,

As

23;‘;’;‘;,“1;‘?; I bake it Prom
tell me. ol Bhat you're trying to
get the network
back vp again?

I think whatever you're doing might
be causing spillover efPects. Weirdness.
People turning into robots or babies or
dogs Por a Pew seconds.

DINA, AN EXTREMELY BEILLIANT
ALEOEITHMIC-MANIFESTATION HACKEE.-
SHE AL SO MOONLIEGHTS AS A TODDLEE-

SNUB, ERUALLY BREIL.LIANT ] No need to
17
NETWORK/SYSTEMS HACKER. - apologize ... but mavbe we
- shovld set vp some kind of

warning system Por when you're
making attempts? "Ahow, brace
Por weirdness" or
somebhing?

: | Y Rl n

........

Aw, damn it!

Might: be moot. Like
I said to Dina, that was my
[ast idea. We can't even get a
¢clean restart, and we haven't
Pigured out how to make the
sustem safe Prom abuse if

W r ~
Ye-ao gan Sty Hamm. You know, bhe
Arehivist told us that
some of the other A's,
. Paced with the same
. problem, eventually just
| gave vp and stopped
having phones.

The network just -
rePuses to come Lp — 11y
{ cleanly. There's still some
| lePtover system intrusion--I k
L\ can't tell whether it's From A3
the bees or the anomaly
robots ... *

AR A Al d d dddd

£

Anyway, keep vs
infFormed of what
%au‘re doing. And don't
eel bad if it turns out

When we try bo get it ¢can't be done.

it going it ... well, it's like
trying to deal with Peedback
hoise. Ik just echoes on itself and
get:s out of control Past. So
every time we shut it right
back down.

By the way,
that's a new look For
Yoo, isn't it?

I'd been hoping we
were shotting it down too
quickly Por there to be any

tangible ePPects.

Oh ... ah ...
The onesies are really
comPortable Por sitting at a
keyboard all day ...

I'm sorry.

# THIS WOULD TAKE WAY TOD MUCH SPAZE
TE EXPLAIN T2 ANYONE WHE HASN'T BEAD,
SAY, ISSUES #17-22. JUST TRUST US. =T

& I Pigured
¥ she Was just
il retreating Prom
i having to be a
grown-up. some
§ daysI can't
say I blame
| her--

It would
really amuse me
if Dina had hooked
Znub on ageplay.
When they Pirst got
together I kind of
assumed it was going to
work the other way
around. The only time
I've ever seen ﬁfna in
adult clothes was
. just after she

met shub.
Er, not that
it's any of my
business,

Boby, I'm sorpy!

I didn't have any
other way to reach you
... I didn't want: to wait

For you to get a

Message ...

I Pigured it out!

Ageplay is vsvally a
paychological retreat.
Harmless, sometimes even helpful
... bUt iP she were my patient, the

I know who was messing
with my head. Well, I don't
know who, but I know
where it: happened ...

Pirst thing I'd be doing is trying to We're closed, damn it!

determine what she's
retreating Prom.

Well, I think wou did

Remember your Priend showed
the right thing.

Me an image and asked me iP I knew
her? I said she was Pamiliar but I
couldn't remember where7#*

And, honestly, I
wouldn't go back there
until we can get this
sorted out.

She used to run a club I
go to sometimes. Kind of a scary
[ady. She doesn't run it anumore, I
: don't think. I haven't seen her
— there in @ while.

This ¢club's got some kinda
weird things. They have these booths
where Wou can customize ... bh, well, a
person. And the person comes out of the
booth and Wou go to another room and
have sex with them.

- H. 50 ... I do that. Ever'u-:
couple of weeks. I don't have

Much of a personal life right |
now, see? "
- e i\ | = it L&
Tonight I went to do R = e, P S
that, and as I was going BT O N v
to the room with the  / ' OPER : y
woman, I ...
It was like We already
: : er all knew that club had
everything Pit together al somebhing o do With ;

bhis, but since Melinda
hadn't been seen in it
Por ages, it was kind

at once. That was where I got
the suggestions--in one o
those rooms. From one of the
people Prom the booths.
Maybe more than one of
them, I don't know.

of a dead end.

sounds like
we need to go
look abt the dead

end again.

Huh. Whab?did
Hodat I lept!
You think I was gonna

Pool around with her,
knowing that?

* AFTER THE SELOND TIME RAZ TRIED

T AMBUSH BUBY IN A SCENARBIZ. =T

@



.. Ljusk ... I was so
J W determined, aPter what Clayton 4 =
did* ... I wanted to Pind her Pirst. I T
wanted to be the one Lo kick her
ass. she's wrecked everything I
ever had ...

CLINCIDENTALL Y, AT MOREE
o LESS THE SAME TIME ...
wal

I got as Par

HN“K as the club. Melinda
KNOCK ¥ sed Cor T éﬂesa

./ You khow that. The Woman
who runs it now--Alicia is hepr
name--she said she didn't
know anything about
Melinda and didn't
want to.

HNOCH

I didn't
believe her.

Pon't throw me
out! I didn't know
who else to go to. I
don't know where your
Priend lives, and
there's no phones,
and ...

What
happened?

That's not as hard to

Relax!
I'm not going to
throw Wou out.
What's wrong?

Clawton never

would take "go to
hell" Por an

dnswer.

When he pushed it,
she ... OW, this is the
part wou're not going to
believe, but I swear, I saw
it.. 8he made lightring. Like,
lightning belts out of her hand.
Bnocked both of them out
cold. She had her people
drag them ovt into the
back alley.

# ENDED THEIR LONG—STANDING
BELATICONSHIF WITHSUT WARBNING, AS
SOLN AS HE EECOVERED FROM THE
BEAINDEAD CONDITIEON MELINDA PUT HiM
IN. MELINDA IMPERSSNATED LUCY, AND
CLAYTEON NO LONGER TRUSTS HER. =T

UnPortunately,
Wes.

You will Pollow up,
rightZ I mean, you'll go
Pind out what she
knows, and ...

Y OP course we
o will ... ah, on one

condition.

)
|
y
_._.uidf':::“"" _.-"’/ h
Ty

i
-
-

/ Get some sleep, N
{ and I mean some real

gp I started hiding in
the club. Watching her.
Waiting to see if she did
anything. I've been doing
that Por ... 0h ... I'm not
sure how long ...

Two
hights ago,

Clawton and some guy
I don't khow came in to
talk to her. They thought

the same as I did: She

knew something she
wasn't telling.

sleep. And don't: think
about this Por a while.
Let 04 look at it.

believe as you might think. %
Alicia was in the discontinvity.

A lot of people seem to have

come out of it with ... ah ...

lePtovers.

I don't
khow what
that means.

Never mind.
Point is, it's

believable. I assume you

Here Vou are.

That sky is Pake.
Fake stars.

I guesﬁ

that's good,

since there's no

curtains around
the tub.

She didn't, warn
Me. She didn't tell me
how weird this would be,
being a difPerent:
person ...

What's wour name?
What's my name?

cleared out aPter
that?

I thought: maube we
were going to meet
downstairs?

Like I said, I really wanted to do
Lhis ... buk I Peel like, seeing that,
I'min over my head. I don't want to
confront her and get zapped. You
Polks ... Wou deal with that kind
of thing a lot, right 7

We don't have
bathtubs.

There's nobody else
in the entire hotel.
I looked.

I'm Johan.
Johan Merell.

And your name is Jolee Madison.
"Oh, we match!" she said.

I don't know her recall.
You'll have to do without.

I guess you'll

want to Puck now.

You're wrung out,
and covering it With
eueliner isn't working. IP
you're looking that tired in
Sleep, your actual body
— A\ Must be ready to
> collapse.

I have a spare
bedroom, iP you
heed a place to

crash.

It might be easier if wou had at
least a littie enthusiasm.

Did wou love her?

No, actually, don't
answer that.

No ...

Ne, I'll go

home.

> Uh..
what bhey do is,

Uh ... thank you.
For giving a damn.

. I Ghink

every couple gets, sort
oF like their own
personal copy of the

hotel ...

We're not a
couple.

I don't like this
body. She wears \
Makeup. And she puts
on clothes like this to |
go have sex witha /

stranger.

Idon't know g
how 6o change it. I
don't even know how
to change My
Clothes.

We're not
strangers. I've

been seeing you

For months.

Listen, ah ...

I don't bhow if it's
changed since I was Awake,
but at the time, a lot of people
avoided having sex because of
the ... Uh ... policies of the
leadership ...




.F"'--_-‘_‘-"" .
— > Yes.They <3
want Us to have e &~

babies. Lots o NG f P
o | o > = = ] 2
. babies. %R .- 4 A B
£ F -‘ ] ..I_._-\."I _: r

I,& But you . _ k |
Y can't make 4 -5
babies when you're it
bleeding. A lot of |
red-bedding goes on.
They know, the old
Men, but they
can't stop it. 4

You want to
know iP I've had

seX With @ man g
be-pareb}’ea, A [
puple of times. e
CORpIS o 5N We could always
s5ay we changed our
Minds. I'M sure some
54 people do, when they
7S - get here,
r al

It wasn't as
good as--

That would be ¥
suspiciovs. We
can't risk it.

1ty o
LY -z Get

Undressed.

--never mind. &

You readw,
Treece?

gue 55 ... I hope I
don't mess bhis up Por of,
everybody .. \ -
s
HE‘EEE:Q;E:&#EE Actoally, my rooms
the operations J aren’t Much bigger. And all
manaaer's .. I meant was I was
- : expecting we'd go get
_CoPPee or something.

This is your place?

They get vpset
when we robots sit in
places like that and don't
buy anwbhing. I don't know
Where Gira is. She blew
ofF a callout [ast night.
No word.

She's, ah,
probably not going
to be available to
work Por a while.

Just do what you'd
normally do. IF you're
having Pun, it'll look right.

We've closed the set; it's
just Trish, me, and Jenny vp
ih Ghe booth, and when we
close this door, pretend
we're not here.

= What's happened to
her? Are You holding
her? On what basis?

How's the b The callovts all
penis? Feels happen through You?
oKz Uh /i S0 Wou know her
. Weah. Kind - customers. I need

oF squeezed inPormati
tight in these mPar*;haETn on

shorts ...

Well, you wouldn't have
wanted to stop in the
Middle oP the scene Por a body
change; that'd ruin the mood TP
Por 53@ ... just Pemember to : : ... Which kind
pretend you're pubting it on oP appliance do
when the time comes. We'll ; You likes
shoot S0 no one can tell. o

Applianece?
Break a leg. pp

. | I haven't
You don't know? 13 y We L's aren't like & ' - ever had sex
Pigured in your the D's. They have Pixed 2 With a robot.
position Wou'd-- o genitals. “Ours are )
o HE‘.’{EFF‘EHE- Which kind do
. You prePer? s

s""._-_-_‘-‘-"‘l-“ 1"‘-.,__|_‘_

I[-- ,_'—"""_'___-_"'"“-\
f"L"'---\u._,“' Maybe we're not =

- having the same \
conversation. I'm not here to |
have sex. I just want contacts
. Por Gessit. I need to balk 4
“--,,h to them. <

Really?
That's vnusoal,

You know. F' 1t alwaus struck
me as cold. I don't
mean physically, I
know Wou heatsink
through your skin.
Emotionally.

y Immt going Yy
ta tell you that. \_/ ﬁlﬁd wou're not
our client list, is going to tell me e
. very private. anything about Why would any robot

"‘"a——-f""’ \Mafr*a. obViously. ! ' be inkerested in sex

. with 8 humanZ? The M's
P O h e are alwaus saging how
Y dououcan N | what they do bogether
" aith is betber ...
either go ahead e
(ﬂﬂd leave quh or )/"f I think it'd be ' F M's arelﬁnabﬁpabaut some
_ We can Puck. interesting to have sex Maube onae we things. And dePensive. I've
ELR_J/T With the operations hﬁﬂ; ?; SH%EHLF = done direct conjunction. It's
manager. You know, you're more closely we'll o Pun, but it's not really the
\\hmd oP not; like a real daide bo hell aach same thing at all.
person. A muth. obher things
- , gs.

I can
hear your heart.

I 2an hear s )
ditPerences in mour When I bouch you in the

breathing. I can Peel right place and your nervous
tiny t.eﬁ-.perabure sustem reacts, I know it.
cﬁanges in Wour That's seriously hot.

Every robot I know--except
bhe M's--is ine credibly invested in
sex. Much more than arw' human I've
met. And we have better' Pocus. And
way betber orgasms, though we tiry
not bo mention that, becauvse the
homans don't like to hear it.

I think I'll vse the penis.

IF YoU'D LIKE TO SEE THE WHOLE FF‘.'S::?'DE THAT EUBY AND TEISH ABRE ;
SHOOTING [N THIS ISSUE, 60 CHECK OUT "COLDPOINT: DEATH AND DENIAL..Y



Raz says real people come out of »
these booths, You bell bhem What you .  Mew, Alicia.
want, and pooP! Instant lover. - Do We need to have a talk.

I Peel like we should have =
given this place a much closer look.
A whole lot of people come here! They
knew about this. Bub nobody wants

to talk about it.

~ Embarrassed, I guess.
i You're asking me? I'm the one whe
b doesn't understand sexval urges.

And if you're
considering zapping vs, I
shovld warn you, we've
come prepared.

Heh. I understand the urge--1 | York v B
can see the appeal of being able to & | Jgfihﬁhg-i&-r;i et
Make a sex parther who looks BubiPIdidit, I | ) :
exactly the way youv want. wouldn't bother being

embarrassed about it.

I've told
everybody a
thovsand Gimes!

I don't know
where Melinda is, I don't
want to khow where she is,
and I don't know why
people want to Find her
50 badly!

'It's ju:-?ﬁ: ... What are you going to do iP I Eell you 4 Fec:d’u&
really, i she's disappeared, she shovld stay that way.”

"She came aPter Me @ third time. She didn't look like
perself, so she was able to catch me ofF guard.”

—

We didn't even
say it was about |
Melinda. ¢ .

1 7 Come on, Alicia. I've

/ saved you Prom her twice. You "She brought Me in here and put
L Wou don't bhink I'm going to hold it SEill don't kRow What it

S dgain ‘i{b you iP i ﬂg’:‘ﬁ Qut You does--and started talking about

B isdppedred her? 1 .

e *7FP the more it Seems like she ﬂ;ﬂiﬁ lf,g:g" E:T”dﬂﬁfﬁﬁp
l' il never lePt this club. And we A R oy 0 Ao ...

really do need to know. Ta

-
"

But the more we look,

"And I thovght about how Wou said none of this was
o _ : real and I just got madder and madder, and all of a
i - -4 sudden, before I knew it, I'd broken ovt of it."

"T went at her hard.

"She said I liked being
captured, I liked being
controlled ... well,
Mapbe somebives I do,
but not by her. Never
again.”

T had my hand around
her throat, I remember
Ghat, but I don'é -
remember what I was
going to do, becauvse
that's when everybhing
exploded and went
really weird, and then
we were all in that
strange place Por a
while ..."

"When we came back out, I Pound her [Wing on the ground. she was alive ... awake, her
eWes were open ... buk she wasn't Moving or reacting to anybhing, it was like she
didn't even realize I was there ..."

"And Ehat's when Wou decided Wou'd just hide her in 8 box or soMebhing, right ="

... Actoally, _ g When somebody
that was only goes through this
at Pirst. - gate, it ... puts their
| brains in toy mode, I
guess. There's a special
space they stand around g
in until someone vses
one of the toy
boxes.

They get pulled
into the box and
Melinda kept a change to *.urhaqt EF?E
journal. She liked to write customer wants. When
down all the nasty things | they're done, they walk
she did. I guess she didn't , backin here and go
have anybody she could \ through the gate
tell about them. ™ dgain.

I think that's
W r Mo None of
tg,'ﬂl” Erﬁ ;‘S ﬁﬁ ﬂ,&&fﬁ.g /~ Melinda's toys wanted
stuck as a sbabue she'd tell /o be there, of course. 1
we all kinds of things, II." broke them all out of it. But the
aloating about what she'd | toy boxes are really popular. 5o
" done o Some person | Igot volunteers. I mean, I pay
or another .. | them! They don't do it Por Pree.
Anyway \  But they do it because they
.. 8he didn't exactiy % want to. Some people think
leave instructions, but Prom ., ib's Pun bo be a tow Por
her journal, I was able to Pigure a while. Iguess
oLt how Ghe tllﬂlj boxes work. whatever f:,,gﬂ mode ""'-.,,‘" ]
S0 I put her in there. does bo bheir heads ”"'.,'II II,.--"‘r Areat. Let'a
worked on Melinda even \  pull her out.
though she was ... Uk ... not | -
there. Mentally, I mean. J |
She's been operating as a / What 77
toy ever since I put £ Now, see, that's exactly why I
her in here. <€ didn't want to tell you!

Come on. I'll Why would you want to do that?

show you.

— Leave her there!




She's not
harmless in there,
Alicia. IF she were,

I'd agree with you, We think she's been
ho question. messing with the minds of

her customenrs. I guess she's
shaken ofF some of the "toy
mode." Or she's doing it
. ' subconsciously.

She's been giving them
spggestions to come Pind me and

| take control of me. I've had to deal
with three of them so Far ... twice
each, in Pact. Who knows how
Mmany more there are?
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the glass open ... bhen
there's another door inside
they use when they teleport
into the box. It's a pain in the
ass, but I have tio do this
any time I break
someone oub.

That is a pain.
What did Melinda do
When she let
someone out ¥

I bet she
hever did.
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LI Tsr:i you. When I Ny 3
' have to come in here y

" | and break someone out, B L o
\ it always takes me 8 ';'1 _

% | N\ While to Pind them. AR
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-
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IF we don't: do something
about her, I covld be looking over
MY shoulder the rest of my life. And
we can't stop her Prom cauvsing
trouble without pulling her out of
Where she is now.

.. O, I see
Wour point.

"OK. Ignore the
placeholder, it's
not real. Just
Squeeze onin.

X%

Uh, I shovld
warn you, it's
pretty weird

in there.

How can you tell
them apart?

" -

e & 2
They have Nas

numbers, believe )
it or not. T

The woman who
made all this--you
remember her--what

. 'Was her name?
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Great.
S0 We go in and
Wank her ass
ot ...

Not Ghrov Q'J"I'
there!

You go in there, it'll

put You in toy mode tioo.

You ¢an go out through - b
that gate but not in. Aeed

We have to go
in the hard way.
Come on.
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Her. She built it 6o -

do that. I don't think

i

Melinda would have The rombens dre real 3

cared. small and they're on the
: backs of their necks. po—
P Melinda is #83.
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At least you came ™ '
when the club was " * " .
closed, 50 we know /' & . ®ils !
they're all in here. /" ' na f0l01:!
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They've never don
&his before!
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Hey!
... £an they go out
the big gate on
their ownZ

“ .
ye=

Not until I
break them
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Easy Por You |1
bosay ... /f=

Melinda had
dlready broken out of
Loy mode on her own.

or mostily had.

She wasn't
trapped in here;
she was hiding.

Nice and
safe, and she
could amuse herself
by warping her
customers and
sending them

Maybe arter me.

they decided Y anss
they'd had | ",

-
il

enough? _4," :n
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She must have Pigured
out how to inPluence the
other toys. When we came in
looking Por her, she activated
them as a distraction so she
couldd run Por the gate.

No.
We've been
tricked.

()
o

o

I saw her go.
She's out.

-

T don't think it's going to work
ovb very well Por her this time."

RBight: back to
square one.
Damn it

necessarily.

We have more
resources available
now, and we're betiter
prepared.

: I,” Plus, I have an idea.
{ Ib'll bake a litble while to

pub together.



