et ... I told him, "I
B signed on to tend bar,
S and only to tend bar. I don't
| do backroom work." You know,
| serving them's bad enough,
- I'Mosure not going to
o Puck bhem ...

ol
N/ oK, 50 guess

W what that bastard

Y says? He says, "I need
_( backroom more than I

|

heed another Pull-time
\ bar. You should
reconsider ... if wou're
still inberested in
working here."

Ve
People
warned me Leo
was an asshole ... I
don't Ghink I ¢an change T
his mind on this, 50 - | Whoa!
aggﬁﬁ%ggﬁ;’; = % A Where'd you come Prom?
Fourth time in a Why are they
Year ... like thisZ Why is
' | everybody running a
club a complete
dick?

-’F'_._,..—._‘—hh‘__
T

/~ On, sure, T'l
4 just go say, "hey, : ; RS .
Leo, have Wou tried No, ne, silly! I'm . ‘ S P W
\ not being a diek?z" talking about Change him. 9 o T, K But You can.
\and that il work. direct action. Change anybhing A - AT N O LR il i That's the
Bhs - that needs TUAR B, R b ) big secret.
.~ changing. ohd e

Those permissions
and such? They don't
really matter. They
hever did.

Uh, look, I e AR
don't know who '

\ Wou are bLt-- /" You have the ability.
= —F Everybody does. They
\ don't want Wou to know
W\ | bhat. It's a biiiiiig secret.
A\ \ I'M spilling the beans! /
\\ I'msoevil  /

,
N
%,

5
el ¥
""-. e

S

"1.“_‘

N It's @ contest. The
It's not my space, I can't \ person With the stronger
just alter it, I can't just alter _ Willpower, with the better
somebody else ... it doesn't imagination, gets to win. You

f e can change anything if you Do you have -,
work like that f_,,,f"' I _ want it hard enough. things You want p

change hard
enough?

]

.

Oh, yeah, I . ' " - ' 3 | Now, don't
suredo! ) | - s - :- R spoil her Pon!
"‘-..,{'- F : 1 h - | : i ]
H“h:“""-.._ } . b i .. . _I . '
=X

’ b
/" There we are!
t-ﬂnaur*wautaa PR e Fo—
K better worid! : (N v

—
,
-
S

/ There are 0\

SRR many things about |
. | Ghis place that |
Wy heed to be Pixed. /

4

{ Uh ... Hanne ... 5 \-
\_bhis @ good idea? )

* )l
L g

i

Can't you think of
some? I'M sure Wou can.

Now, put those

|:~ superpowers to good use, .:'.? ‘
Ok? s



... Well,

I'm here.

You want
an award?

Pon't
worry, Ghis
won't bake

long.

——

I still want
" what I want,
Ruby. That hasn't

changed. 1 \want to be out

of it. Completely out.
Like Bliss, but I don't
want it to end. There's
nothing out here I want
to see or hear or do.
Not anymore.

I'm not: one of those
designers--algorithmists?

Is that the wordZ--but when I
was turning people inbo grays, I
redlized that was bullshit. People
¢an make a lob more things than

they think they can. IF [ could

Make the gun to do that, then I

could make something Por
Myself.

This is it. It's
Finished. Ready Por
me. I just have one

problem.

I ¢an't turn it on
while I'm in it.

R T T

HHHHHHH

Y

THE PERSONAL SPACE OF RUBY'S FORMER
FRIEND AND LOVER DOREEN DRAKE.

You deleted wour
apartment? Don't
\ tell me Wou sleep in
that thing.

Poreen, are
You sure--

I didn't need any
of that stufPF.

o

/.. and I haven's
 been sleeping
. Much.

You want
me to--

You can't ask " '
to do that to you,
Poreen!

I thought; you said
Wou didn't want to see
Me anymore *

[ said that.
And I don't bake
it back.

I think you're
pushing on the
wrong people.
Trying to Pix the
wrong things.

But now the bed
Pees are gone, unless
You're too dumb to change
ovt ... I don't know iP wou
had anything to do with
that, but if you did,
maybe you're going the
right direction now.

And I need
your help.

I'm not
asking wou
to do shit,

Ruby.

One
button. I
want you to
press gne
Pucking button.
And you can't
even do that
Por me?

You didn't get it
last time and wou
still don't. This is

what I want.
I know it's not

What you want, but
you don't get a say.
That must be tiough
Por wou, huh? - 5igh --

Look, I know it's becavse
You care about me. OK. You
really want to help me?

This is how You help me.

\_\\—

-
(1L
L1

... What do I

f
'

. Sk .
F

-\ have to do. :

\

When I get
in, close the
door. Then just
. press the big
"'-..___. circle.

=

GINA AND ESPERANZA ARE AT THE "GOLDEN BOX" NIGHTELUB.
THEY DON'T LOOK PLEASED T BE THERE, BUT THEN, THEY'BE NOT THERBE FOR ENTERTAINMENT.

... On¢ce they started
cabtching on about the bed
Pees, I covldn't keep anybody
to save my life.

Nebody wants to work now. They
want to Fuck around and have Pun, but
who's gonna run the places they go have
Fun? They don't think about that.

I don't like this. it
reminds me of Percy's

place. Not just sleazy. .
Sinister. Bianca was
' worse.

But yeah.

But the thing is, with
the street politics the
way it is, You can slip past.
Nebody's really paving

attention, see?

I'd Peel
better with my
equipment. I'd love to
pull data on some of
these people.

4o this is MY Way bo
get some, ah, emplovee
retention. It's working

great. And I don't have to
pay them much.

Visors and jump
packs would kind oP
stand out. Anyway,

we've got those

earpieces. Let's see iP
they're as good as

) Haven't done it to everybody
Leyna promised.

wet. Just the ones who need it.
F'rinatance, I've got a bartender who
doesn't want to play nice. Next time she
comes in, I'm going to set her up.

Just 50 Wou know, if She'll be Pine aPter that.

Adler turns around I may
have to do something sudden.
He might remember my Pace,
and I don't need that.



Well, you make ... ah ...
a very compelling case.
But iP the word getis out ... you
could Pind you retain employees,
but he customer will go near
the place.

Why, look at doel here,
Joel's a muchbetter
person now after I made a
Pew changes.

Isn't that right,
Joel?

[
V.
L
\ I'm not worried.
Even if the word does get
Yes, my out, most people wouldn't
darling. believe it. And I'd just say my

competition was tirying to
Spmear me.
I'm telling wou, Will, it's
a jungle now. Worse than it
was. Another year and
everybody will be Porced to
do shit like this.

Harme F Whab are
You doing here? You're Loud and
not on bonight ... - clear.

Jeah.
Definitely
vhacceptable.

e ———
e —
e,

~ Hanne. Nice outPit.
¢ Is this You sauing wou're
willing to do backroom
shiPts aPter all?

‘Cavse wou
should have said yes
the Pirst time and now
you're going to have to do
somebhing bo get back
in good--

_—

L_‘_‘_

T don't think v;r:e
(should try to conPront) / |
{a~.__ b E;}EEFL“E' ~ - Oh, no, Leo!
UCINT, ot ! No, no, no! &illy man!
~ Ch, bell, no. He'd

probably just mind-control
s too. We'll message
take him down sooh, -' _ : This is me saving it's
becavse iP Adler gets : past time to make some
Leo only has this sleazy :
¢lub. Adler's got Pive.

e ———

7 Don'tbe N\
( impatient! )
. fou're next.

Ty,

"'|.
- e
e _H-H"‘h.

P Hey!

( What the hell do "'""wl
\ You think you're |

doing? _f_.....,

i, .

i

Thank yew, thank yew!
... We should I'll be here all week!
intervene. !

No, we

shouldn't.

‘Banzal
Come on.

I know Leo and Adler are both
shits, but ... I mean ... she's doing
the same things ... iF we're going to
go aPter people messing with other
people's minds against their will /
then we can't ignore-- .

e ——

- .-the ones
we happen to

et - agree with.
,_.tf:g.i' “af .
Y ¥ . CWK, Pine.
" -
. 2o

'-...I"" i



Uk, excuse
Me ...

Look, not

¥ sauing they don't

It
Might be
- PEE -~
Might be

bettier iF you
don't try to
balk,
dariing.

When we tell
Leyna and Ruby ...
let's leave that
part out.

| deserve it, but ...

thie is a bad
idea.

It's going to
Make trovble Por %
Wou ... not: to mentiion
iP he gets ovt of it 0
he's going to be
nastiy ...

You're trying to
spoil all the Pon!

Well, I'm not g-aing
to let you!

Pamn it!
We're not reverting

all the way. e

reverted any at all.
What's the problem?
Just ¢change back.

~> I stink at it. You
saw how long it took

Mme just to have

- difPerent hair ...

Roll those two oub
and push them down
@rade Alley. I'm going to
go set Leo here Up in @
back room.

Hurry back, now!
We're going to
redecorate!

I'll have to

recall and

restore d
preset.

No, Walit-- s

T e & e .

ot g,g_;:n}? i

You don't need

'

O ao - I
s 0 o that-- ¥,

we covld go home B

and Pool amund-

You're
kidding.
| " 1 think You

look kind of hot:
like that.

And it's
something I've
hever tried.

[ Told you we '\
Mo shovld have |gi
SE left it alone. SN

L O but 1
want a shower
Pirat,.

Oh, dePinitely.
I don't think that
puddle wou [anded in
was waber.




... 1 just don't - ' : Yeah, I know. But

. understand how anybody "8 P It'a OK. 2he e
L[ could want Ghat. I mean, I cant j Was your Priend, bree{gjp -r?:uﬂoi&’lghurt
imagine anything ever making : and it's hit; you Boravar And
liPe bad enough that I'd just ' hard. I geb it. REEYELs CNe
want to ... stop ...

We're not: s¢
close bo crunch
that we have to

Pigure out the story
stUPP today
anyway.

Bub, you
know, I think it's
maube a litkle
harsh of you. I
Mean ...

Look, I know you. You
don't think she was being
irrational, or leaping into it
without thinking it all the way
through, becavse iP wou did,
You'd have stopped her, or
at: least told her no.

Ruby, are you
being a weirdness
magnet again?

... Shit. You J'u.sb
: ; : _ don't fikeit. And
I'm sorry, Trish. We're |58 that's Pair. But You
'5U|‘J'|‘.'.fl3"5€d ﬁl:' hE hﬂ‘:’mg d halure t,ﬂ alﬂ-ﬂgpt‘ hep e
story meeting and I've decision. L
been ranting about: this '

For half an hour. i ¥ I'mjust b .
; 1 horts, you

kHow?Z

Step right vp, Polks, and have a look at this
collection of curiosities!
b Absolutely Pree! All Wou lose is @ moment of Wour bime!

-

=

. ”.h

Allow me to
describe this
display of
dioramas ...

This one really only
_rcw:e-:-} his re_F-'reci:.iaﬂ, but that
bhat bhey permit the ? ] didn't stop him Prom constantiy
? ; i telling his staPP to show
~__ prodthem. . i iy ™ :

fr— e,
! ] Y \

Like Go take a look ™
Uhder the loincloth,
ma'am? Be my guest! J . ' _ ;
Fair'a Pair! - et \ This one e
/ \ \ S e always wants his “— -
3's S 4 actors to be more ):
Y .

g =

beavtiful, no

matter what. {; e

o 7 ¥
dorry You . m-‘, <

can't see his Pace Ml [ | : , \
more clearly, but brust wy EECEEE A , gﬁﬁgﬂ?pﬁﬁﬁ ]
Me, You're seeing his S (N ' i princess and pose ,
best side here. Nice Por sl

. butt, huh? "

-

N,
~
1T

E3

_'___.---"'"_'_'_'_._-_-_‘_'_""--.___“_ s
/" And now, Polks, if you'li™<
T _ - : ( gather around the stage, ‘:I
' = == ! ; - - . We've got a very special |
108 106 g ' z ~. ShowFPorwov..
M o

same thing at all. We - : .
make Fantasies. The i 3. -: va -
rules are difPerent

And I krow him. His = i : . : - :
hame's Rod and he's a - N V[0 \ : §
decent guy. He shoots  TIOCANAS s ! LR e J iy
lousy scriphs, bub bhat's / | TSNS ' i N . RN g0 N

hot his Pavlt. . . y : © (. Trish wait!
)= | *. ; \ You're likely to get-- |
Hey, lady/ - -
How about Wou '
come down o zgaur
high harse.;

I




—
T

-- suckedin. )

.-"'I.
L

e
r o -l“.

(-~ %igh - )

( C'mon, Trish, : : %
\ snap out of it. C Ty

It'sjosta N\
scenario. Break |
character. /

.. YOU KNOW, MY N
scenarios don't do this)
kind of thing. j,,f'

__‘_‘.. L

Remember, Polks, T 7 | M Wice Porm. A

Hour applavse will N e b
determine when he gets S & | e | — LR ¥

out of the cage! y i — : -

, -

- "'#u'u »,_I

Sy Thanks.

O PR
e 5~ What

G happens next?®
8, I'm new at this. 4

—

I realize
he's not a very
good dancer, but
it's his Pirst
bime--

f.

l You have about three

\ Seconds to recall bePore
\_bhe shouting starts. /

e

¢ That was very
A\ charibable of Wouv.

Eh. I guess
I'M just Peeling

Porgiving.
This is sucha <
\, strange place. ..I--‘

L
'|-|_|_|Ih. ) : -

o5 —
Ly l:' |:

,-—-——-1 s
_~ Besides, it's not like ~<
/I covld really do much 6o her. ™,
/ Having her realize that people
get pissed oPP when Wou do bhings |
\ like that ... it might be good (_—— = ———_

N\ enough bo keep her Prom #” Or it isn't, and she'll end up
~.__ doingit again. - as our next supervillain. e

% ——

— T ‘. Whothe hell knows? -~ -

— ¢ Throw on some clothes. We 5bf![-"‘*-

B

e

\_ need to talk these Pour down. /




TS REFRESH YouR
MEMOEY, THIS IS
JOLEE MADISON ...
WH2 ISN'T
ACTUALLY JOLEE
ANYMOEE. HEE
BODY IS BEING
OCCUPIED BY
SHARL., THE WEMAN
CHOSEN FEOM
AMONEG THE
WIDE-EYES TO
INFIL.TRATE SLEEF,
TE CARRY £2UT
NATHANIEL
BABKER'S FLAN T&
DESTROY IT.

NOW, JOLEE NEVER
WAS TOLD EXACTLY
WHAT THE FLAN |S.-

BUT SHE KNOWS
SOMETHING IS
SUFPPOSED T2
HAFFEN, AND SHE
KNOWS SHE'S BEEN
BEADY FORB WEEKS | ,L"ﬁ’

AND IT HASN'T &
HAPFPENED YET. B

SHE'S SETTING AN
LITTLE ANXIOUS.

=

o ‘-'j ¥
I should never
have lePt Johan's
space ... but I just
couldn't stand
sitbing there
anymore.

THE BAEKERE BLARDEOOM.

7~ 1 shovldn't be here ...
It's a waste of time anyway.

They won't: come.

Whose
interests?

Hello, Monica.
Ezekiel -- I Pigured ou
Might show. But I'm
betting Clayton and
Brendan won't.

S 7 I'mtheonly N
" person in this whole
damned place wou 8
cantrust, A&

o
.
-,

‘%-«'ﬂ‘
{ ,:Ii{“ iP‘if

You and I are the only two
people who aren't acting on
principle. We're not Following some
ridiculous ideology. We don't actually
care it 4leep is better or Whether

the Wide-Eyes are right.

We're both doing it
becavse we want the
same thing.

Revenge.

== What iP Nat was Iying
to all of us® What if nothing
is actually going to happen?
What iP this is her f"?.?a of

soMme Sick joke?
I don't know

M My--dolee's--recall ... :
[ can't geb oub ... I'm sbuck in Y
o, here. What iP I'm stuck in ¢

here Porever?

Oh, You hever know.

Maybe they'll have
enough sense to realize

showing vp is in their
interests.

I think you'll
lose that bet,
cerene. [ hope Wou
will. Especially since if
Clayton doesn't show
I've told him I'm going
to Pind him and
break his arms.

We're

not sitbing at

the table
today?

Some of

"-f. .i...
(.L- i"ﬂlﬁ:t J.,‘( b

i ﬁ'L l,'f‘ruj:]’!t'lyh.i, ||u“i'||

Hﬂ ':IJ I
don't L‘relrﬂve that.
She's too driven. She
wants to destroy this
place. Even more than I
do. It must be real. It 1

m o
f tif"ﬁflh"ﬁﬁ DO g
'*-éfﬂﬁm@@afgrﬁ;wf !

~~ Talking about me? ™
" I'm not the one You should
ask about. Brendan doesn't |
want to be in the same &
rooM as me.

Y Oh, look, the
| gang's all here.
A Even Clayton.

Fuek Wou boo,
Brendan.

{the same room as you, you
son-oP-a-bitich. Lucivs is in
a coma becauvse of your
bomb--did you even
b bother to know that?

y The onily reason I'm
not throwing yeu through
a wall right, now is your
great-avnt here, who's
bought You a little time.
Be sure tio thank her.

" Yeah, speaking of
that. Who is this Leyna
person, and what's she

Josiah, I'm gafng
to need proof o
identity. I don't think I've
everseen Wou wearing
anybhing bot that same
damned suib. _—
~" 1 hate that
s0it, Pavline. But
there's such a thing as
decorum. Today, I didn't
want to be here anyway,
5o I decided being
comPortable was
preferable.

S0 Why are
Wou here?

Because my

mother asked me.

Wou are koo
Woung to
remember Jeanne
very well, and I
tLhink Ezekiel may
never even have

seen her,

And one person here has
worked with me but was
uhaware of who I was. I'm sorry I
didn't tell you, Leyna.
8 I never intended to come back to
- the Pamily--I moved on. But
you've all made it
hecessary.

Clayton, she
really is a Barker.
We had ... uh, we got

direct genetic

confirmation of that

a while back.*®

And I'm entitled to be
here, because I'm Pamily.

I'm @ Barker.

Bullshit!

,f"f you. Do your eyes b \
WorkZ I knew she was a
Barker the day I met her.
Look at her. She might as
. Well have "Samuel and
s Serene's Child" written
. onher Pace. f,,

-
e /
{

,

A Honestly, all of
\
'

) \
/0
',...--"‘""_._I‘———-\

. To be Pair, Leah,™ 9
5&MF of them have )

never actually seen
me before.  /

"“"-u.___________.___,_.a--

™,

And
Wou've been

keeping it to
uaurﬁerrﬂ? 5

1 was asked 6o,
| Pauline. And the J"Pﬂ:-"'r'l':fr;]

were sound.
“"‘x.
N

7 Well, that's pretty

convenient, isn't it?
suddenly reinPorcements

Por your side appear ovt
of nowhere. _

x"‘
. ol
1""‘-—..._____.__.—-' "‘Eh..h'-‘
Py

# 5SS #11, WHEN LEYNA WAS THE THIRD BARKER NEEDED
T& QFEN THE DEOCE TE THE 2T CONSSLE. =T

-~
i

"'I'l

>
" that, just as I accept that ‘x,

But when, Nat?
When?

Monica, is
that wou?
Barely
recoghized Wou.
All kinds of
sSUPprises.

Like Aunt
Ruth showing
Lp at my door
. and Porcing me

\ to come.

You make it
sound like I held a
gun to Your head,
Brendan.

Might as
well have. All

Pight, 50 I'm here.

Can we get this

over with?
We can't vet.

We're still waiti
on someone,

/3erene's snoops, Clayton.

| She was Pucking with you a

long time back. You just
didn't notice.

Ch, well,
thanks a lot Por
telling me. Some
partnership.

lﬁ":ﬁ; I f '

| 1!’
B

.'
Rr H nf

Clayton.

There isn't a "your side" and "their
side." You don't have a side. Three of
Wou decided to ¢reate an intolerable
situation; one of you was never
invested in it and has backed away;
another has read the writing on
the wall. "Your side" is Wou.
Just you.

et
o
T

You need tio accept %

-~

-~
-~

giving you vour shares back

was a mistake. IF I'd realized

it would make you worse, I'd /
'/

never have done it. y

<
-~ \

..--"'""FF
And of course r

Hhx""'"---._._______._,_,..---'""' .
g

ting

IP I'd told you,
would oL have
believed me?

Anyway, I agree. She
shouldn’t be here.

This is Pamily
business.,

e
—

Leyna is Serene’'s

.

r:hild- I've never known
her name or appearance,
but I've always known
.-""l.

she existed.

'-|._|_‘__‘_‘___._._._._'_,..- o3

.,

\"-.

.-'-'_'_‘_‘-'--..
( Yo have? )

"-1.

<.



o
7~ No,itisn't. ™
| Let's talk about )
. What iﬁ-_f,,.-*

T

N

-l
The bed Pees were
doomed as soon as some of
LY Wou stopped charging them. Do
Wou understand? There is vtberly no

point in only a Pew of us charging
Pees--everyone will abandon the
beds which cost money, sooher or

[aber. And we can't put that

genie back in the bottle.

serene, it
pains me that,
whatever other

disagreements we've
had, I've always
respected your
intelligence, yet you
oPten refuse to
. respect mine.

It's hard o
conceal raising a child.
You did a good job hiding it,
but there were still many
signs over the Wears. I didn't
5@y anything, becavse I
knew you'd reveal it when
Wou were ready.
My only
question is why
Wou're revealing it
HOW.

Avong other
redsons, becavse
three tired old ladies
who don't have a lot of
patience lePt are done
with your bullshit.

You and Clayton are
making this place hellish.
IP it getis tioo bad, people

leave. They can still do that,

You know, even with

Awake what it is.

Maube sleep isn't
important to you if you're
hot personally raking in
Mmoney Prom it. Fine. Go hide
in 8 private space. 4o
Awake. I don't care.

But this is MY home,
and I'm not going to let you
two bake it apart. You'll stop what
Wou're doing--especially wou,

Becauvse it's G
the right time. / P,
N .

i -

I have a g - 'mt
sense of how this is ?%]p'
going tio go, and I think
it'll make things A
easier to have it in 488 '
the open. -

SR For example, I don't
) R intend to stop trying to deal
N with people making trouble ...
i maybe wou'll be more OK with it if
. WoU know ib's someone in the
e, Pamily doing the policing?

But, ah, f;hat’:\ ' g
not really on point
at the moment.

o ek

Jou Ghink
threatening me
is going to--

Son, this is
direddy over. It was
over a while back.

I know You know
it's over, so bhe
question is: what
exactly are you still
Pighting about?

I can't say I approve of
that choice, For My own reasons,
but what's done is done. The only thing
to do now is declare a total no-fees
regime and call it a day. The Barkers still
control the place, even if enforcement will
be difPicult. We haven't lost power. We

have plenty of money. We just go

Now wait just
a minvte ...

oPP and live our lives.

And that's it?

We were all Porced
to show up today just to
hear you say "That's it, they
Win, do it their way,
everybody go home?"

What: makes you
Lhink I'm going to
accept that?

... Did you just
call me "son"?

{h Apparentiy.

e o ==yl
— ———

T

You are my son, after "=

( all, and I de love you. I just )
Wish you didn't piss me off |

N quite so oPten. y

\_\_____/

=

Aw. How \
touching. &

But I'm not your
son, and neither a good N
word Prom Wou nor any
amount of talk Prom the old
lady here is goingte &
Convinge me.

Oh, We know,
Clayton. Nothing
convinces Wou. 4

Clayton--or I swear I will kick
both of wou out of Sleep with
MY own Poot.

e y .
~~ We weren't going to You know what?
7 welcome You back anyway. fou're right.

[ﬂl ; oy e - e T ~~  Thisplaceis

. InPact, I made it a personal hopeless as long as you N

N condition. I won't have anything idiot:s are running it. You could |8
- Purther to do with you. 2k

> bver.

—
_...l-"

~ You crossed a line,
Claybon. Lucivs is in a coma.

And you can't convince me you
give @ damn about it. Q

= We're not going to try
to take back wour shares.
And we don't give @ damn what B
Wou do, a5 long as Yoo stop
making trouble.

{"""*I don’t want b0 be
- Pt opshle. 4 . have a hell of a world, bub

_-‘_‘—i—-_-—'—__

Yyou won't do it. 8

. L
.'_JI

iy I

But wou're not part
oF this Pamily.

You've always saidyou
weren't part of it, and you've
hever wanted to be part of it, 50 1
don't imagine this is gﬂing ko be
all that big a deal For you.

I'M going 6o go make
MY own world, and you
can all Puck oPP.

And because wou're not
part of it, hone of us is going to
have a problem with seriovsiy
Pucking wou Up if wou don't stop
what you're doing.

Don't worry. You won't see me or
hear Prom me again.

Po me a Pavor and don't try to.

'r-'l‘rd_..-l-"-'__.__‘_‘_‘_"""l-.._h““““
/  Sothat'sreallyit?
[ "Game over, evervbody go .
home, have Pun, see Yol The

\ around sometime?"  / sUstems PuN
B, . o themselves very

N /1 shudder to think well. We may be
N what Clawton's private called upon to
\_ World will look like. intervene once in
o T don't think a while, but
S he'll get anyone else that's all.
e ( bo join him in it, S0 I
L don't guess it
‘-..}# matters! Lgaﬂaf,s
= | indicated she plans
ko continve trying Lo
handle any severe
trovblemakers. That's
her business. IF you
don't think that's
SUPPicient, make it
yours too. I wash
MY hands of it.

Yes, that's
really it.

7’

Ezekiel, my brother
practically lived in this
boardroom until he retired. He had

nothing else but the business, and when
he did retire, he realized he had nothing
else, and that destroved whatever small
amount of jou was left in him. He's built a
little solitary dungeon Por himselP,
and sits there hating
everything.

IP I sound bitber about this
hew regime ... brust me, I'm noti. I
welcome the opportonity to avoid

repeating his mistake. I have a
Pew years lePt to do s0.

What did you
want, leke?
Fireworks? As wou said: see Wou

around sometime.




[ T W R . ¢
[M.fﬁr_“.HfEF IN THE BIVER D!.'STEJ{!T AT nusﬁ-
Don't like the world?
Change it/
It's all up Por grabs!
Nothing can stop you Prom making it
what you want it to be!

s
7 Youjust N\
have to be able
Lo imagine what )
Wou want clearly,
and you have to [
., Wwant it hard /2
b, enough. r,x‘"!‘
_ U

:JH well, iP‘H-.,
it's gonna be
\_like that --

Hi there.

That's a load
oP shit.

See, how You've got it!

Qoh, I could
just eat wou vp!

'-E /ﬂure. I can make bhe

N world I want ... and then }
a, it in it by mmemiii-' =
T Erg Pucking deal.

Y You can't change people.
50 I sbill can't get any
\ Women to notice I exist.

S

Sure Wou can!

I'll tell you a secret:
Changing people is no
diPPerent From changmg -
__ EHI—*EHIHG F‘f-;..ﬁ‘ hEFlﬁ' Eut ﬂht?”
e dan‘t- want Wou
to know that,
Wou see.

Waita
Minvke ...
Did You do bhis bo meZ

Did yo U Make MY clobhes pink = '
I hate pink! -

7 And I don't like guys!
S Mostly because they do
SLUPF like bhis!

This is a public
place, you know!




_~ -‘h"'-.‘
(’!éaaaam eboay's gatﬁ} S
\ abad attitude!

o,
™ P,
S

S=EEzl

- - Whitrd-:rea bhat
IERE mean? Is that some
9199’ -' kind of bhreab?

I think she needs to Becauvse I'm not--

.l L ] ' ' . ‘ : ' i
i e _r.'_ _-' ll'.i_. | -t f » . - :
:: HORAMMMMEZ! o= . gmrm—

" " F ; | I k ¥ ." .l'i'l.l:'FE peaplie arle- ;
- g - [ | e E= i

‘r

oPPicially about
to get out of
control.

'. ( UM ...

o Hi ladies?
- . lﬁ'%‘ ‘ ]
' P = W e o OB, Ithink ™

\ . ; that's about

_enough.

“‘—;/—/
//

,Irl F,
i

b
o

._-;- ! e : : . = . H""-. ,, o o .
[ O 1 ke hind YRS ¥ [ el ) (" Oh, wou are ¥ 188
I et -|‘.‘:' L L-G"EIE. o | HO PUHF |
_ He's cube! SN e T Ny A

" -
e

. .

o .
Ty e o

o SR

/1 think we,
( should Pix )
\_ that. 4

— \ e

B How do You
want to divide ]
him up? /4

s

sorry, nob
interested.

And your
ePPect isn't very
strong, thank
goodness. I hate
wearing pink

Naomi/
Get the one in the
red and black
checks!

Oop. Obher
problems right now. «

I guess I'll bry
- Ruby's method ... but
She must have B which one PirstZ Who's
recalled as soon as X the biggest threat?
she heard Leyna vell. : :

o

Or she runs Lﬁ

really Past. ¢
—
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1
'll-.

fI

'.

|

-.'..
N
b

.__.r"
’

)
&

__‘\..1

/ Excellent
biming.

I'd have %
liked to have

gotten here in
time to have a

-~
&
.

\__done a better job.

talk with
Forbes. >

And yo

.--"'""_._-___‘_"""'--. _— -,
" 8uib might N o i X, Polks.

( have been a )

brilliant move,
\TEH Wou taber /’

",

though.

bad idea. i
that now, mawbe?
\\\h -

L} B

£ I know Wou weren't really in\
control of it once it started,
but starting it was a reaily

re You getting

|

L
i

i
-F-*-
——

e =}

“"You covld have —

: set ofF a wave! You
know how Past something
hk.e that can spread? It' 5

5 Pun Por

a while, sure, 4
but .. i

s,
",
-.

And look at the

collateral ePPects! I \

heed Wou to put
everything back the

wal it was, right now.

1 hope you like %

those bodies, then,
becavse unless Wou ¢an
P:gum that part out or

Wou've got a preset,

W\ Jou're Stuck in them.

%

Go on, get o
of here.

And in the Putiure,
don't take advice

\ Even though the polka |

)

/ have your ﬁU[t‘- on,
50 it f.‘a:'ﬂlﬁ- me a While
to even realize it/

s _—|-|..____

-I'F-

" Ruby would have

.I —_— .-"'.'!
\ someone out, vsually the )

was you.

~" Among obher
things, when shebreaks

B eoPPects all revert, - R

#ﬁ" e — =
® - Mavbe she

= ‘

.,f' Constance Forbes.
/ You know her, but Wou
[ don't realize it. hes bhe
woman who created the

—

Wl discontinvity. We released B8

her under a promise of
good conduct. Which I

Vo0 know, T bhink
I have a way to revert

7

L hits them harder |
. thanldo.

1

Meanwhile,
keep wearing the
s0it. I think it maw
help Wou shake of
ePr!ect-ﬂ- But I'm not
S sUPe why yet. & :

e

S

iﬂﬁﬁﬂ!—-.:

I Peel 50 Much like
I'm working alone in the
dark. No oPfPense. I
appreciate wour h#lp

vy |
{ |I
¢

\  dots everywhere 4
N, are kind of nice. / ; ~ )

e

7~ Or mavbe
[ thisis |
———_diPPerent.

- -
=3 2

A

,—f"" I watched ™.
/ the Wﬂ.’.’nﬂﬂ-«-b‘lﬂu
said her name's '~.,
Forbes? '
She didn't do
\ anything her*-aeIP
- n ﬂha,ruﬁtu talked |,

b EH&’J‘I.-'- IHEE‘ If‘.- .#'

HMM.

{ Where i5 Ruby,

8/ changes algorithmically,

but T NG "m N
don't bhink I covld ever get the 8 0 ? ﬁ;
access I'd need to vse ib. B el e
Meanwhile, these efPects are 4 B ¢

\_ anyway?

Y On, 1 didn't mean
that. She tUPNS Up

Prrm.n 5t range
e 4

 ——

~ No, that's not Pair. I

{ have a relationship and I rnhe \_

\ it @lot. I should probably do /
more with Lov.

S\

o |

i

7~ What about YouZ \

( It just now 0Ccurs Lo me |

|'

\ I've never asked. /

- What,
\_relationships? /

__||' — St
- —
.,

I'M...not b
always good with )
other people. __z'

—
“'—.

~"  I'vehada “
couple, but they didn't
last and they take a lob
of energy. IP someone
comes along and I
decide to, I will.

s

-_-,_-:}" Sy

.

completely defying

ik

B
B access rules. O DR
. : % .-__. ‘ .'.'.
Eh i X

Makes me Peel like
= the bad guus get to
N r:heat and we don't.

£ P

SHE'S

e

OBCHID HAS SUEPRISED RUBY
--- AND BUBY HAS SURFRISED

_ When I need her.
life. That's why T do this

o, ‘H.h I don't have a life.

h-l.

WEARING fTul LEYNA AND ELUBY HAVE SIMILAE SUITS.-
SR AL o S - Ol e KL

WL ™Y Mk RN

HERSELF A BIT BY ACCEFPTING.-

Ruby ... I
know I can't go
at your speed.
Even iP you were

too sweet to
say s0.

7 She's opP tending to her ™\
sLUPP more than she does.

1 .
ML ‘M

ALRS % S FRY - -
' Hﬂq‘.‘?ﬂ'ﬂ’ﬁ ALsS2BTTHMIE SUIT 1S DESISGNED FOB INCONSFICUEUISNESS——FELPLE MAS5TLY SMNOEE HEE WHEMN
WE HAVEN'T SEEN THEM WEAE THEM IMN A WHILE. =T

50, What

do You think of

Lori®

Meanwhile, I don't
lpse sleep over it. I don't
get lonely. Or at least I

hever have yet.

-,
-

- s

She's hilarious! I

like her a lot.
Are you two ... you

know, serious?

Be right

back, thirsty
people!

Oh, no. I don't think
either one of us is looking Por
that right now. When we're both
Pree, we go out and do something
Fun, then we Fool around.

That's it. Well, I'm glad you

I'm glad you came. I
wasn't sure you would. I didn't
khow whether you really meant

what You said, about still
wanbing to do things.*

asked me to come.

And I'm glad
Wou're having Pun.

A little
help?

You know how
hard it is to carry
three of these at

the same time?

And you've got all this

saving the world shit to

¥ think about, or whatever you

call what you do when you're
hot making scenarios or

passives.

Y I know Wou want
Eumﬁbﬂdu Who is o

"k
L

- I think
PLTTA : sometimes you
L - Porget to have B

n have 5ﬂr.nebady1 You can y
have Pun with.

hahahahana

You know, I'm
going tio keep

Ghat in mind.

L upj

I'M coming.

Hang on!



Lol's PLACE.
That

Might not be
the best

Penny For your N ——
thoughts. IM~..
50 I don't like to
go inko My private
space anymore.
It ... y

idea.

I don't say that Por ™S
commitment reasons. I'm
happy to share space with Wou.
But I also believe everybody
should have their own bed. Just
in case. And sometivmes we
keep very different

I don't khow. I
just don't like the
way it Peels now.

But I have an .
alternate idea I think you'd
like. Give me a day or two to

[ook inte ib.

I ¢an change it,
of course, but I

- | —A was wondering ... g
= < e . | Lh, iP You'd like bo - Now, please tell -
e == _ . share a space. Y Me that working up the

nerve to ask about that

ish't what's got Wou in
_ bhis mood.

r7 A

At the Meebwg. Josiah 5 , : T It's always
said, almost in so Pew words, that : o . TR Y 4 Wi
iP I wanted to keep investigating and ) c%ﬁfu tﬁ:ﬁ"&hgp A difPicult being the

handling manipulators and so Porth, people would uddenly | ogpwﬁﬂ:;ﬁ;gﬁaﬁg gsﬁgh

Pine with him, but he wasn't going £ fahe 3 ,
b great deal iP -
S SameLing 9ok Sop i ' bgg;-'f ?rf’iﬂbﬁat:lﬁgﬁg:t

= None of the others will - to ignore. There are never
gither. Pavline and Momma will Ehrow . \ enough people who
bheir weight at something iP I ask them, - : want to do it.
but they won't help with the grovndwork. ;
And I Peel like I'm the only one who
actually gives a damn.

¥ But you dohave a
B team, You know. A growing
one. As Par as I've seen,
they're happy tio help.You just
have to remember to ask
bhem. You're not always /
good at that.

I'm just tired of doing all this i
alone, and not just that, Peeling il e
like no one else ¢ares ... and I - ou edr s ouand &
wonder a lot lately why I'm even , ANgar =< it ca watk
pobhering. Let people bake bhis ' auBy from ic. Jooksve
place apart: if bhely want. [ shovld do like GNAT oy o -

Josiah and just wash
MY hands of it. o

> Bub, honestly, I can't W
picture you doing that. J

THE NEXT DAY. MISCHIEF IN ':HE ‘E.':VE.E D’ﬁ’fff’l (RN
W 3Spredd Par and wide!
Make Ghis place better! Teach
others the troth!
: - h b g [ N T = Constance, we
. P N i . - need to have a

PNy U
.. F1. !

s Frrprnabibs

Al

St *_:'- -

No one A B L el Sy, O\ G r
will be able to o R e
stop you! N AP, 7

Y And don't you dare
[ recall, or I swear, I'll wake
=\ Up, go bo your Sleep bed, and

. drag wour ass ouk of ib.

.
-l
=k

Lpr

Your promise.

You broke — i Y B e T ﬂ%ﬁﬁ
’ < T've done no such é, er ¢ o Lf —

g's the thing: Somewhere in there,

thing! I haven't altered ~ Al those rules about who can

" maybe even while [ wasn't in my right mind, I

anything, haven't even tried. \ - : T = " change what and where--they're Pake.
4 ”LI ve dang ie Gl GO pRopie. ,J ' Feaflﬂiﬁ;ﬁ:aﬁbﬂﬁﬁg 5 A £ 5% You want people to believe they're real,
sk your Friend: She's beeh , ’ s T B because that way only people like you

N Watchingme. - | : b ' have power. il

- ¥ — g . i ™ - " o »
3: ‘ | . b - . '4 L] EF" . ‘W‘F. Y L f.li
- o

& ' i - AT . - g :

3 7 ] : : | i p o

r ‘ ' L ] " ron — : Jou can \ 15
o .

change anvbhing ﬁ
)

L
1 .'n:.

you want and the
rest of Ls just
have to sufPer.
That's the way J
Yoo like it. A

_,--""- Talking pecple :
/ inko dangerous

| manipulation is just as | . . 's - i
\ badasdoingit : 1 B s e |
M\"‘-.. yourselp-- -~ + pow . |
. - ‘- ™
| | e

i
=

% I'm going to make "';
sure everybody
[ knows. [ want people T8

S making changesinso
B2 | Wany places all bhe time /4
S A 1 - =, that you can't possibly 4
7 Anyway, it's nob. ™ | { b control it,. 4

~— B e
( Pangerous g

\. Por Whom?

= T e

b

/ It's completely

{.I:H'
! i ; o £ ; ' iy’
[ diPPerent. Oneisbad \  _— . _ i 4
| behavior, by your roles. The | ", You could shut me " . ‘6 ?#(% .
\ e Tao dom s /7 down ot an des, but hatidbe r o

N rule about that. | awPully Pascist of you, wouldn't it?

. -

— —

— "\ I don't bhink you'd do that, becavse

Bot don't
worry! I'm
keeping my
promise! All I'm
doing is telling

A\ it's important to You to believe
. You're the good guys.

T,

B \ the truth!



Now what are . 1 DRI g o P : 9
Wou going to do? s L |~ ey A / LAY makes me Peel to be ,
4§ - et e T oy e ow _ el accused of shilling Por
I wonder iP I #_;_,,.ﬂ S v T g = i - Barkers. ;
v £an use tlhatl e - ; . T e W " I
8 algoribhmic stuPP I've TS
| been looking at to undo S
a lot of changes in
bulls ...

I think I
covld probably
Make the case that T
this is severe enough
bo get permission to SN A i/
vse it. % —— : Maybe she's &g
= e Pl K el right. Maybe we |
- T T — ikt should just let it (8
That doesn't solve Ry e __ happen.
It's a Ehe problem right . = T—
L conundromS now, though. We're T F",'_ T
£ going to have to go Pind PR "
them all and slap some
sense into them _ oy ek R The access controls are there
W one-by-one. What a B =& 2 Por @ good reason, and it has nothing
\ pain in the ass. — D= to do with FE-EEF'fHQ' power.
T She's Pull of shit, Ruby!

"

This is about keeping people
Prom inPlicking their will on other
people without their consent. This is
about not letting people Porce other
people into things. That's always what
it's been about. I don't care about ... No, Wou don't.
what the Pamily wants.

It's one of the
things I like most |8
about You. \

We may have to do
an awPul ot of slapping,

B
e,
|

\\_UL — Ty
~Especially iP they can recr

' . Newones that Past ...

They seem to
mostly be going in one .
direction. Want to see iP we
¢an geti in Pront of them? L
Head them oPEZ

You're right, it's going
to be a lot--

When did they
get here?

Did not see that coming.

Not in bhe least.




EANMS - T e - 0 B - - e % 2 3

| ; g
I The Euphorics are going to Win % - : it o J ""‘n.___‘.'
W this. The Conundrums are trying to do . , ) Whoa! . Ange . .
their thing verbally, and wou and I both - e . - % . The looners are out t00? Guessso. N
know You can't hear shit in those " ' . muER B . L"'*“"E H“"';fﬁ.’éiﬂ m’fhb ) P
sits the ELphorics wear. . B B | . B Uphorics much. Ey
“"Don't remind me. I R N - S _.‘ ;“4
still have dreams about R i e ] - .
_ that sometimes. _ 3
We should do something. _ Sl e N ‘H
I mean, I don't want the clowns - P R b R e "y,
to take over, but they probably ' bl - b - TS
don't want to be Euphorics - i [ o~ € .
either ... " > | -
(| Couldn't we just let the _ : 3 : » .
Euphc-r*ia:?* WinZ At least They don't like the
they're quiet ... Conendrums much
: either.
* o . Wiu Py
he comotion, They want
: peace and quiet.
A —
. QU Gotta say, I
i/ Thisisa sympathize.
- complete mess!
S\ Weneedtodo ) g
, 0, something! AR
T , e =y (1
L @ /. DY .. ['M open to W™
R Suggestions. |
" | T ‘l ! ¥ '.
l-\ % J , ; ’ f
::H“ I' A ' | k’ ' \ =
i ' e - r "'TIIr
3y . §
. 3 -
s, : e d ! . ! E A
\ f"‘a -
“1,_\
\ P -
V S L -
'{' E_
"-' a5 ™

WhydoI
Peel gross all

oP a'sudden? T

Head Peels 3
A like it's gonna 3
I thought | )
people didn't get "y

sick in here ... T8

What's 3
happening? &
What's wrong
with me? B

(O whabjust \ _—
\_ happened? 7 You're asking me¥ N = _——
. -~ | Looks like the space L~ Common

_‘_|—|_l—.__ 'l.'___-

N\ ot deleted... /T spaces don't get )
S . T.__.______.- ""-._“ deleted. _,..r"i
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