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% SoMetimes

a vacuom gets Pilled by whoever happens to be in a position to Pill it.

i ] E—_—

It's likely that whoever dreamed up bhe avditorium or arena or
whatever they called it never actually had 8 Mental image of what
Was behind the Scenes, how one reached the catwalks high
overhead, or the maintenance areas and ducts and and ail the
MYsteriols hUMMING €quipment that keeps a building ronning.
ﬁreg khew it had to be there, by implication, but aidn't give any
thought Eo what it looked like. In Sleep Wou den't aiways need to Fill
in bhose kinds of blanks. It all just works anyway.

o it was [Pt to Gordon Punn and his imagination to make it real, as|
he crept in to try to get @ good view of the proceedings below. And |
since Gordon was a liktle bit of a romantic, in his mingd it was rusty |
and dirty backstage, with pipes hissing steam and shaky railings.

IP you'd asked him, he probably would have said that it looked like
!% that becavse that's just what it was supposed to look like.

You'd have had to have asked him before he disappeared, though.

<

It had been nearly a8 Monbh since the business with Or. Chapman®, and I
hadn't had time to wonder about not hearing From Leyna. I was too busy.

Bl BN By 1.”
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7 You're telling me that
- sometimes your
customers don't care what
the people they're going to
be with fook like®

I know, it seems strange. %
But evergba ? ‘s got diPPerent
priorities. I've had people
describe a par*brr:urar dress they
wanted someone to wear down to
the last stitich. The person

And some people want bo wearing it Not 50 much.
aveid any kind of planning,
becauvse Por bhem that spoils it.
They want to leave everything to
me and be surprised.

#SLEEFER SRUAD #Z2 -T

I guessed that. ]
That's why I've N
dragged out the magic
mirror over here, 50 we
¢an see about Piguring
out what you have in 4
mind. [

Well, | ’
I'm not one
of those -
customers, : . :
Either kind. |
...._

This is an Aiko.
She's sort of the
dePavlt. We use her when 2% peaiyz = I gathageutu il |
bhe customer doesn't &ind people like B R o, ghe's like a doll! Give s Good. Bigger, bhough. T
speciPy anything. bhis? her some hips, ab least, That's a little better.

- AN / don't like skinny. I like Y\  —
and make the breasts look - L;t,,";;fﬁpg;i "fﬁd"‘jgfjgﬁet——' something to hoid and /" hh, now we have

N\ something.
more natural. Nobody is r :e' \ sgueeze. And the Pace -~
really shaped lilke thabf / have to have a pixie Pafg “\_ Should be rounder. .~ e

I

———
——

“Tinrot chperded.” " Bot 1 also don's ™

e I sUppose Most /" Wanb to imply that I'd\
ou're ﬁhmru]r:ﬁﬂbr:;;a white ) _a'“ custoMers have abias *  pe picking something . e
4 7 _———————— toward someone who [ooks dibPerent Por | 2
L -,' like bhem. The bhing is, 1 A ... dUDIOVS PeasoNs? .e’ / WEH it's a prwabe
/Justplaying the ™ Ghink that's ... a little ™\ flr'ld I realize it canbea,/ | sCenario .. *.
||I ﬂdd‘g ':'ﬂFFH ﬂ‘lrdﬂ‘tl MEHI‘I "l'“ o I'.'Jr.‘.'l"lﬂﬂl H_.- 23 "1..‘_ MlHEpiE[d ,.- | |

to oPPend. Would You like | e =S it \Actually, I have an Edea.ﬂ;"

, / o =E

. Something else?

e —_




I'm sorry bo be
50 demanding. l ' - -
o F—

~ I Wish more people ~_ &
were. The more specific
Wou are, the better my
chances of making you

happy.

v

|

-

Oh! That's

=
dePinitely bnusval ... | BB “
e

Well, I certainiy
wouldn't have been happy iF I had
ended up with that Aiko creature. I
still can't believe that's the
defavlt.

I like it:! . '

Now she just needs
hair. A ot of hair. PerPect!

What does the dePault —
Por men look like?

4 HE N N e -
Thew're less than a tenth of
the scenarios, and our .' .. | [an interestingy

customers who want them | WoMan.
vsvally will at least give vs
a hint or two.

There isn't one.

/
... Fascinating.

P T
seems like she'd “ofa
enjoy that ... now the £
question is, who do I vse? ) I think I might

I need someone who , Coco o SN rut a Pew ... bnusval ...
can kee--eee! -~ bouches into this
e i scenario.

A
f'l
g — II_'_'-'-
E - _— i —"..
e

i

“Is Doreen
still green”?

" What the .2 ' ] .. oh.
How=-

I get it.

"Ts Doreen still green" was Leyna's way of telling
Me Who wWas communicating with me. There were
only bhree of Us Who'd know enough bo ask and
understand the question. No one else but the
customer saw Doreen in costume™®, the customer
never khew Doreen’s redl name ... and Doreen
covldn’t have pulled a trick like that with the mirror.

Well, good, so I knew it wasn't a trap or something
. but, damn it, "wake vp" covld only Mean she
needed me to wake up. I hated being Awake, and
Leyna knew it.

'.
Ir’

3 /4

My new prep mams were all Ghe way
on bhe obher side of the Sleep
B | complex. Took me a long time to get
\_ bherfe IJ.’; s & big r:ump."ex.
I'VE PROVIDED A —— _
BAG FOR THE '

CONTENTS OF YOUR
LOCKER. THERE'S A SLIF

N N WITH THE NEW |
LOCATION INSIDE IT. 4o i F’e&pﬁe Who wanted classier prep
roems could pay higher bed Pees For
the privilege. since to me 8 locker's a
N locker and when I'm in Sleep I don't
|| care, I never bothered.

ooD et e I sure hoped whoever was moving Me
AFTERNOCN, MS. oA here Without asking me wasn't also
MARTINEZ. I'VE BEEN jacking op My Pees Por it.
ASKED TO INFORM YOU .
THAT YOUR BED
LOCATION IS
CHANGING.

MY NAME | SU3.
F‘I.EAE‘:E. CAaLL ME

: ---L'.'—‘ e
A isPine.

= 1

You're a little ...
different Prom the
vsval bedders,
aren't you?

=

NOT EEALLY. BUT I
LIKE TCO INTERACT
FPERESONALLY.

IT HELPS THAT I
HAVE A VEEY LIMITED
NUMBEE OF SLEEFERS.
IT'e PIFFICULT TO &ET
TO KNOW SOMEONE
WHEN YOU SERVICE
THREEE HUNDEED
BEDS.

= S e
-

ElevenZ What is
Lhis place? I'm not
sore I ¢an afPord it.

W many do

ou have?

“*'S;q SCCUFPIED? COUNTING

YoUu, ELEVEN.

WM

-\.'-- e

Another party?

I don't understand.
Is someone sponsoring

MY move here?
Why?

PIFFERENCE [N :

FEEZ IS BEING MADE

UP BY ANOTHER FPAETY.
YOUR RATES HAVE
NOT INCREASED.

THIZ & YOUR
LOCKERE. LEAVE
THE BA& ONCE

TOU UNFACK, T'LL
TAKE CARE OF IT.
THE SHOWERS ARE

BEHIND YOU AND

THERE'S A ROBE ON

THE BENCH. WHEN

YOU'RE READY,

COME TO THE

BED.

THAT FAETY &
WAITING TO MEET
WITH YOoU aAs SOO0N
AS YOU &GO BACK TO
SLEEF. I IMASINE
ALL YOUR
QUESTIONS WILL BE
ANSWERED THEHN.




This was aiready starting to Peel like mavbe it wasn't Leyna,

so I was prepared Por anything as I Went back to -;-Feezp The beds I've moved Wou ko

have a couple of special Peatiures.,

Or I thought I was prepared Por anybhing. I wasn't. One of those is access to this space.

It's not in the usval instancin In English, that means no
sgquence. g ﬂﬁEHﬂhﬁOfUﬁElﬂ no one but the two of

Ls--knows Where we are right now.

Oh, it's so good to 2 -
Finally meet you. I've . Y " g—

heard so much. I hope you *—'-’= RN N - o - e
A don't mind iP I u-sept'.h:i‘ 4 AR - == LA 1 ~ _ Ihave to be very careful.
_ appearance. =T = ' ’ | o e 2 7" And Prom here on in, if You still want te.:r
AR s | c [ beinvolved, 50 do you. Finding maliciovs
= nmo 4] actors as yourselP is probably OK, but you
T dor't: mind, i . - =  May have to avoid being seen with Leyna.

y "d i ' And you definitely cannot mention me.
7 but I'd like to know -
& whoI'm déari hg with. I s | e Not Por my saPety. For yours.
Y guess you're Leyna's boss? T . = D
The one she's almost

mentioned two or three  f \ | Smr— L r— :
times beFﬂrepgatchfng o - \ e — :
herselps e A\ Leyna is alwans e
a i 1 50 careful. I
D . & s dppreciate it. I wish she

were a litble more carePul|
about her owh exposure.,

: -. Bub we'll come ko
| - N s

. WASS.  that. _—

- .l . ‘h:-:""--.__"'_:__hh . :

.

Wait, let: me make ™
something Por us to sit
down on. No point in not

being comPortable. .~

Where isLeynaZ? Is she
in trouble? 15 Ghat why
Wou've contacted me?

“Trouble” is relative. She's
hot in danger, iP that's what Wyou Which is a
mean. But she will be iF she reveals problem,
herselP. She needs to stay ovt ofF 4 becavse I have
sight: Por a while. a task.

_,_,_--'-""_'_'_'_._-___-_‘_-_-_'_"""'--._
There's a group of people who S
call themselves the Euphorics, or ™
sometimes the Unspoken. Other people have
harsher names. "Drones” is probably the

kindest. They're a cult, but be careful ~ —
' hgpg You Say that. - ar:: but is that really our ... I mean, I know

' *’ "manipulator” is kind of a loose concept in Sleep
\““——-ﬂ,*""—f ‘ anuwal_q. but we chase the ones alterin _g other people
\ without permission, right:2
I?eopre making bad choices isn't our problem.
-a-"""_'_'_'_'_._Iﬁ_-_L

solutely right.
_—"1P we went aPter people making pm:rr*hh__“"“*—r

ey

" decisions we'd die oP exhaustion in 3 week. N #,.-
"Manipulator” is Lewna's word. I prefer "maliciovs ).'" ;
actor.” Makes the distinction clearer. The guestion is /
. Whether all of the people who are joinin the A
"“*—-..,h Euphorics are doing so veoluntarily. <~ L
— suspect not. B

—|.|__‘-‘-

here 5 bhe Most necent one: I ‘~
/ 5er1t. a man named Gordon Dunh to 6Py,
! to get a look at the major Evphoric X
' gatherings. They have mass assemblies, a \
couple of times a week.

He didn't report back.
He lists as in a private space. Veryprivate.
e Too private Por me to see into, Which is v
\5aying something. Someone deP:mi:.euj,

‘* doesn't want anyone hnowmg
Not necessarily. i Where he is.

- E‘urlrl may be a lost cavse. I want you to Pind aub i ‘.:"cru want e 2l
everything you can about the Euphorics. This will \( me to Pind L.____—_____._._—-—f’

\ probably mean trying to join them. There is no athﬂr- 1 G o e ———

reliable information. e 4

e !
__'"'“‘"-;_._.____—____._—-—-"" —
/4 —OW, but iP they really are dEFIE‘ ~.,
—— “it, Without asking, and I get sucked in, ™

gl might not be able to ﬁet back out. I gat ",l
~ Yes. Another reason to move you to these AN [Ughﬂ twice 20 Par*, which means I'm

( “beds. There are some precavtions we can take. I've: ) G pughmg it
'\ dlready arranged those. We'll be Mahmg 5Ure we

-,

M,

. canget you out, even iP you can't L

e geeeoommmee.

~ You ¢an ask around about the Euphories, T
( sure--you're supposed to be interested in "*-J
\Joining--but ﬂou can't trust anyone but me, Suve, and,,

“~._ Leyna. And Leyna's vnavailable Por a while ‘L—h—m
= and Sve doesn't Sleep. ~

((8till Peet vp o it ,.;' A

J.-=r
"““E-—-—-—a,f{“ ( I'll give it a Er'lj ;
: "-———-l.hhh_________;f‘"
=~ @reat! .
; IPyou ™
absolutely need to prae——
meet me, wake up T i

\_andarrangeit /A N\
~._With dve. [ Iirbe watching as

Sdishgne closely as I ¢can.
\ Goodluck!
& -

-

'-..____ = -

ral

You'd bhink 8 cult would want to attract

new Members, right ¥ You'd expect them

to post advertisements or something.
“Join vs and Find enlightenment.”

This was not the way the Euphorics did
business. I had to start by asking
around, Eriting my best to sound like
soMeone Who was genuvinely interested
and not like a spy.

Fortunately, in My business I knew all
kihds of vnusval people who krew alf
kinds of even more unuspal people. Lou,
Por example, the producer and booking
agent I worked with most often. Lov
kRew every bit of weirdness going on in
back corners of 4. "That's where ail the
best customers are.”

Lov thought that getting entangled with
the EUphorics was a big mistake. Lov
was probably right. But they did know
Who bo ask.

And sp, @ couvple of days later, I Found )
Muself stan .:mg in the :;':mﬂwag oF a .f:r:g Pl
we arr'ﬂg black latex.

T,

-~ Come on in. We have a
fﬂ session starting in a Pew
\ Minutes. Several others are

. dlready here.

o
'f
e
IJ.

( My name is Penny.
. I'Mpleased to meet you.

e,
._“_‘__-



It wasn't anybhing particvlarly suspicious. A little vnusval, but I'd seen Much stranger things happen
in private rooms. We all took ofF our clobhes--the Porest backdrop ovtside the window was probably
Meant bo make it Feel More private--got onto the big 0Pt circuiar pads or sedts in the room (dlso
covered in latex, but very comPortable to sit on), and Penny led vs through some meditations.

The Pocus seemed to be bo get vs into a state of caim arousal and explore our bodies. It was clear
Penny wanted us to play with ourselves, but Peel comPortable about doing it. It worked. I never need
MUCh encouvragement, but I looked arouvnd discreetly and it seemed like everyone eise was plawing
dlong as well. Those whe climaxed Pirst were asked bo offer silent encovrdgement bo those who hadn't

yet. Once everybody came--and everyboady did--the session ended,

These sessiohs happened daily, or aimost daily. I attended
three where it went exactly the same; Pun, but not really
Useful. The Pourth time, we had soMe people Who were very
cleariy nervous about the whole thing--having trovble getbing
into it. Penny called me up Front o give 8 demonstration.

Sp Far this was about
tedaching people how to
Pind Eheir pussies, and
that wasn't even very
noteworthy, MUch less
cuitish. BUE I hought
that if Penny had picked
Me, Ehat Might have
Meant she thought I
was worth Further
dttention. so I wasn't
coMpletely surprised at
the end of the session,
as we were all geing to
aress, when Penny pub
an arm arouvnd me.

You seem like Wou're 8
little advanced For this,
hamZ

There's a session
tonight: where we'll do
something more
interesting.

It took me a minute or tweo bo
realize that in addition to
not being able to speak, I

couvldn’t hear anybhing. Along
With bhe Lunnel vision From
Lhe goggles, it was very
disorienting, and I might
have panicked ...

Don't tell any of these
about it. They're not ready
Por it wet.

... except bhe thing at the
base of the neck was
pUMping air through the

Mask, and the air was ...
there was somebhing ...
it wasn't just calming, it was
Making me really ...

That wasn't actvally possible. It shovldn't work that way. It
had to have all been in My mind; tbhis mask was not really

IS Feeding me some kind of horny gas. But iP it was all in My ming,
then I was doing a hell of a job Pooling myselp.

The session Lhak night got a lot
More interesting right ofP the bat.

Ch ... you

I was an actor Por years--I know You know what "actor”
Mostiy means in Sleep--so I don't redlly have any shame abovk
sexval performance. IF my brain says "Oh, it's an acting gig,"
then any embarrassment just shubs ofF. So this didn't bother
Me at all, and I gave a good climax, I think, even though I
hadn't performed Por a crowd in a long time.

o
7 We have some new
| people tonight, so I'll
' explain.

i

Thisisa <
7 euphoria mask. It can
Peel a little strange at
First, and I know it looks
intimidating, but it won't
hurt: you. In Pack, wou're |
going to Pind it very &
> ehjovable.

Once everyone has <
Lheir mask on, we'll begin
tonight's session.

won't be able to speak
while the mask is on, so if

you have any questions, 4

~l

please ask now.

Either ne one had

questions, or they were

afraid to ask them.

Whatever it was built into the back of
the neck of the masks made them
vnbalanced and a little difficult to put
on. several of vs had te vse the Mirrors

along one wall.

I was still adjusting to how I Pelt, and I'M sure everyone
else was too, When our surprise visitors came in.

They were hermaphrodites.
Ok, look, I've seen everything, and sometimes someone does

get the clever idea to have a cock and pussy at the same

time, becavse Lhel Lhink it'll be more Pun or something. I've
even had a customer request it.
It doesn’t happen Much, though, because in Sleep Wou can
change wour equipment any Eime you want, and it's a lot
easier and less distracting to vse one tool at a time.

I wonder what the session would have
locked like bo a bystander. Room Pull of
people Pucking (ke crazy, wet making
absolutely ne sound. Like 8 very
strange ballet withovt MUsic.

It went on Por a long Gime.

I didn’t have much spare

attention Por anyone else, but I
was pleased bo see that Penny
Wouldn't ask vs o do anything
she Wouldn't do herself.




.- . TTEEERETT.CTNMEECEy. . o vs 0 LT LG W
l| She MUsEt have liked Ehat answer. The session
| aPter that one, in bhe Morning as everyone was
pulling Ehemselves back together, she signaled
Me to wWait until everyone else had gone to get
cleaned vp and dressed,

~ Interested
in adding
something that'll
\ make bhis even
N\ Mmore Pun?

OP covrse T was.

[ AsT sdid, I'd been a hermaphrodite bePore, a

I woke Up when Penny Gook My
Mask ofP. Everyone else (except
Penny) looked just as groggy and [

disoriented as I was. We'd all
apparentiy collapsed wherever in ||
the room we happened to be when)

we Pinally ran out of juice. The
latex credtures were long gore.

Once I got dressed and left, T
redlized it was not only the next
morning, but it was so labe in bhe

Morning that I'd Missed a
rehearsal. I never do that.

~ I'm s0s0rry, Trish.

” can try again a3 soon as you're

available ... Yes, absolutely, I can
do it right now. Meet me there?

T,

covple of times. I'd had a penis I don’'t know how

=

many times. OFten enough bo lose count. And
Het, the sensation of "oh, wait, all of 8 sudden I
have sometihing down there I didn't have a
Minvte dago" never gets less ... well, skartiing.

Once dgain I was asked not to tell anyone at a

lower level of progress that this one existed.

This happened one night 8@ week, and it seemed

to be pretty exclusive--there were only six of
Us in the room, including Penny.

I could tell all of them had been doing this For 8
While becavse, like me, bhey had just stopped
bothering to maniFest hair when they came to
sessions. The mask would bemporarily remove
it anyway. Gets in the way.

The suit Pelt Pantastic. It made me Peel like I
~— was being touched all over my body in 8 way
that made me want to be tovched all over my
body even more. I wanted bo just rob vp
dgainst things, slide over them. I covld
€asily have just gone into a corner and
spent the night plaving alone.

I know it was my r:ﬂ.iagrfﬂaﬂmm but I Pelt like I couvld

hear her thinking. '

've been waiting For this."

Penny had obher ideas.

As soon as we'd bobh suited vp, she went straight
Por me. I Pelt her arms around me, and the caress

Mdade me want to squirM against her.

the rest of My house First. I wasn't going to
endanger my career by blowing off jobs just

' | becavse I happened to be passed ovt after an

orgy somewhere.
I didn't go anywhere near Penny or bLhe

| sessions Por ten days, which is how long it took

Me to Finish ofP all My pending bookings, or get
theM into a condition Where they covld Pinish
without me. I Gold Lov and the obher people I
worked with regulariy that I was taking a little
sabbatical. (Lov gave me a suspicious eyebrow,
but didn't ask.)

When I returned to the mask sessions--they

happened two or three nights a week--Penny

asked Me SoMe carePul questions which were

obviously inbended to Find ovt whebher I'd
gobten cold Peet. I told her that I was thinking
about giving bhe sessions g serious

CoMMiEMent and had been clearing vp My obher
responsibilities. It was even almest the Eroth!

7 You two are new, 50 here's

¥ how it works: Tonight: we don't just ®
wear the masks. I'm going to give you
s @ bodysuit to put on. Il change |
You ... but wou'll like it. o

When we were recovering the next morning, I was stopped at the |
door of Ehe changing room. I redlized, a little embarrassed, that
one of bhe obher people I'd spent the Whole night Pooling around

Wikh was someone I knew.

My Priendship with Kori had deteriorated a little once I Moved to

directing, as it had with 8 couple of others ... but Unlike some of

them, I still worked with Kori once in @ while. @ranted, it had been
Months, but I still shovld have noticed it was her.

Hey, it's

been a while.
Want to go get
something to
eat?

The wWay she said it was light, cheerPui, old Priends reconnecting.
Her ewes said something complebely diPPerent.




|l '
I'm sorry I /7 | dE
: | M s0rrY /" Then You disappear! From Y qu
- : . — & didn't realize it .-h_- herﬂ on, thew'll try to get You ek
,1

was You at the .-“ ko Move into bheir 1ir op =l
beginning-- [whatever it is. Ruby, people don't
»  Ididn't notice you - | come out of there! They wear the
! either. We were both too | st Pull-time and they “don't talk
---';—_ busy thinking about the sex. \and ... well, Yyou must have Pucked
[ Eubg, what are wou doing? You r-- \ohe of theM by now, You've seen

PR\ need to stop going there. \,  What they're like. It's a
] N Right: now one-way trip.

T P Why? seems like v ""”*
g 4o pretty often . ~, These people are bad
:
: /hews! Bumor is that anybody

2 I go when Ican't stand ' I,r"" who tries to gEtl in their way
-l" & staying away any longer. : T .'" just ... vanishes. Nobody hﬁ-ﬂWﬁ
And then, aPter I do, I cuss at ) 3 [ what hﬂFPEH‘: o them. Thl‘-’-’ person
. myself Por going. . - \ ‘ at the top, the Speaker, nobody
. _d ' | knows what they're up bo, what

| ( R . . \  they're trying to do here, IPT [
/ﬁhe X \, could, I'd sbay Par away. I'm /

7 ~"has her eyes on you. I've™ . . x just ... I like the sex too  /
seen it hﬂr:']'JEH bePore; I know * x} MUch, Ok? A

When Someone's on her short; list e y | o .
\ IP wou keep geing, she's going to ~ : T : — - —=—-t .
pUSh You 6o go to the hext - I covldn’t tell her the truth. I wanted i:p, faa'm but I coulan’ .EFFEJ*E!:- her. For .
level. Bet on it.. a# I knew she was in so deep that she'd turn arovnd and spill it all to Penny. ||

"

i - S
o

| s Y Andif I do? Then ) .
) what happens? il |
- i | ' " Qﬂ‘

7~ You're overreactin
{ little, aren't you? It seems
| like bhey just want to have a
\ lot of hot: sex. I don't have a
N ]::'r'abrﬂm with that.

I did not: like playing dume,
especially when I saw how angry
and disappointed it made her. j
She was trying to save My ass,
anal I‘E’:‘?ﬂ},\‘ did appreciate it,
and I couldn’t tell her. /

il

Breakfast dian't end cheerfully. P, .
r | B/
o ‘_ e

, ; T want bo transPer everything I have "*-.‘
gl Thmg is, she's probably right. I'm about bo Q"t F { bemporamr to you. I trust _1'::% to I?md it Por me.”
~in too deep. But I don's Want to quit now. She 5did that That way if they make me sign away all I have, I

when they take in someone Pull-time, they geti the person to \ sl o \
sign over all assets. But, bhen they assume the person's bed ) ' : - WOnbmeistoanin.
b Pee-ﬁ 80 it's not about money. What's the angle® What ' L « 1 ' ‘

are the cult leaders trying to do? _ _. . ( But that's not enough. I need an

_ _ emergency exit.
-!f. - k. "
. el *\ ' :

I agree.

ManiPest your -;_-:_—_-.1
phone. I'm going to :
put @ number in it. :

.. There. v

(" "Midnight"2

‘.
: I've decided that's
the name we're going to vse
when I look like this. I hope you
| don't mind iP I keep vsing this.
| I like it.

leave a message. Just call it.

“ You don't even have to

Any call, any signal there, I'll
J consider that to be pr-es-‘img
the panic button.
/7 AndifIcan't
| remember how o B
'xmaﬂiﬁ'eet MY phone?

B I have a Pew precauvtions in place Por that as well.
MEﬂNWH!ﬁ.«-E - - Don't worry.

I will not abandon you to these people.

Oh, good, You got You've been
MY Message. spreading a lot of bad
e stories, kori.
i a
I don't blame you.
I khow the real problem.
You're Prightened of
advancement.

We're going to help you.




As Kori predicted, two nights later I was bold "don't bother
Wikh the sessions, Wou've Moved past that. Here, have access
Eo our compound. Just make sure wou're Pully suvited whenever

You're in there, and You £an come and go as you like."”
Unspoken: and Puck &5 much as you want.

There was nothing sinister about it. It was "Ch, we see you
really like this. Great! Lﬂ:é&' get you vnrestricted access.
njoy!

The coMpound was a strange place. Most of it was big rooms
With stepped Floors and alcoves For people to have sex in.
There were probably FiPty or sixty people living in bhese rooms
Puli-time. I say “living in them,” but I never saw anyone glse in
bhem doing anything but having sex or sleeping.
OF course, it wasn't like we covld have casval conversation.

The only light: in these rooms was along the edges of the steps
... bUt it Was actually easier to see in them than ovtside; the
Mask had some kind of weird night vision that, in combination
With these lights, outiined everything in an vitraviolet glow.

The weirdest part, bhovgh, was bhe long corridors--I lost
COUNE OF how Many--with harrow niches along both walls. Each
one had sort oF a shallow seat, with a protruding object
that--well, I wasn't sure what its actual purpose was
supposed o be, but I was dePinitely sure Wou covldn't sit on
the seat: without that item going up your ass.

Many of Ehese niches had people in bhem.

My guess was a little less than haif. The people in them were numbered--they had numbers on their
heads. They were in sequence. Some of the niches were empty, so I guess they did get vp and do things
sometimes, but the ones who were in their niches didn't Move or react to my presence in any way.

As disturbing as that was, the Pull niches were somehow less disturbing than the halls Pulf of empty
ones. Boom Por expansion. "This covid be Wour new home. " The people in the big rooms dian't have
numbers, and were much more lively. I was OK with that. I was not OK with becoming one of these.

I guess it was a day or two after I entered

the compound that I suddenly realized I was

hearing something. Not reaily with my ears.
Like it was being broadeast inte my head.

Everyone else--at least, everyjone else
WithoUt numbers on their Porehedds--must - A
have hedrd it too, becavse we all gabhered in Her voice F{Hea' our heads.
a big room I hadn't been in before. That was She 5ang of bliss, of Preedom. No
when I first saw--and heard--the speaker. Pears, o wants, no worries.

She told vs we had chosen well.
she bold vs Lo s6ay on this path and
we would find it more rewarding than : :
we could dream. That path, she 5aid, began by losing
things. All the things we no longer
needed. All the things holding uvs
down. We were to toss them away.

Well, that wasn't hard bo do, in that place.
It was so easy to lose things there.

Memory.
Identity.

fime.




“'5 Sue was efFicient. She had remeved
: the bed appliances before I could get
MY brain to remember how to speak.
> What Ju-‘it
{ _ happen ed z )

I WaAS
~ INSTRUCTED TO
PEEFOREM AN INTEREUFT IF
YOUR STATUS SHOWED THAT
TYOU REMAINED LONGER
THAN A SPECIFIED TIME IN
A PARTICULAR PRIVATE
SPACE.

Emergency
extraction, huh?
Midnight shovld have told me.

How long was 1 in that

b private space?

I rﬂalrl_q wish she'd told me she'd set bhat up
Now you're just going to have to put me right bach m Ty
again. As it is, it'll look like I lePt the compound, and whﬂrﬂ
I go back in, it might make people suspiciovs, ./

especiadlly since nobody saw me leave.

Maybe ... but I can't
- get at this ang other wauy.

f—' I don't know. At least set your interval longer, or

something. Tell Midnight that Kori was right; there's
\ SoMeone running the Whole thing called the Speaker. I

" PARDON MY ASKING, BUT |1& THAT WISEP
YOU DO CONFIRM THAT YOU LOST YOUR TIME

_.E;EH'E:-E COMFPLETELY WHILE YOU WERE THEEE;

..-"'

b

/

b _ don't know what she's trying tio do. ‘fet

—

TIME IN SLEEF IS
SUBJELCTIVE. T COULDPN'T
SAY. TEN DAYS, FROM MY

FERSPECTIVE.

N I ADMIRE YOUR
NN DETEEMINATICJM, BUT I FEEL THIS IS
Sy ILL-ADVISED.

The Barker Pamily may control nearly all the wealth and power in the world, but the pie isn't evenly divided.

Claubon Barker only getis a tiny share of Sleep Pees by inheritance, so he's spent most of the (ast twenty
years Piguring out cbher ways to claw his way to the bop. Most of them are prebty unsavery.

This afso means that Clayton works FFEEEH hard For his Money. His hours are erratic and long.
It's hell on his love liPe.

Luey?
I'm sorry I'm
50 |ate--

7 Maube she's
waiting Por me
r Upsbairs,

Maube
she's wearing
that new

Luey? negligee ...

Are you here?

L

“Who the hell

are--

A FEW DAYS LATER ---

e

_|—

- ’.:'cru don’t like it 7 Ruby came
“up with it. Nob Por me, but I stole b, o
She calls me "midnight" when I look like |
this. You might remember that Por |
When she's around.

@lad you two are getting
\ ¢ alana I5 that why you sent her into something
Ny she wasn't ready Por? v v

S0¢h a grouch. Hilarious,

EFAF : I'm serious. You sent her in bhere
Look, it's @ beach! Uon't you want to lie ‘ i
here and enjoy the SunZ Let's put you in ME]JEJHE. People don't come out of there!

something more appropriate. —

E
' 4

1 hote, My dear, that I wouldn't
have hadto send her alone if wou hadn't

een careless. For the second time.

/ We got incredibly lucky with
_? ﬁ"" Cole--were You expecting to get lucky bwice?
= 2’2_{ Speaking of that, have you boid Ruby the truth
= \buub Cole wet? You know the longer you wait,
i the worse it's going to be.

—

—

" Don't change the
subject. You threw her in
there, and then when she came

out You threw her back-- .«

-l-f

I did no such Ghing.
. I warned her at the beginning and gave her a
| chance to rePuse, no penalty. s L EE,
out, she dived back in on hen own. due bold her /. AL
explicitly she had misgivings.

& When I say y You're a gaud assessor bub @ = "::': _
bad interpreter. You got her right Prom the N2 SN
( beginning, and your instincts were sound. You just [ -
=\ didn't bother to Pollow through with what your // -Sigh- :
. @s5essment meant. You don't reallydo -~ \ Data is easier.
= people very well. s ~— g

_ -

h _‘_‘_‘_'_'_‘—'—-———-—'_='- B

- -

7 You underﬁtpaad that she was

mtelrugent resourceful, creative, stobborn and o —
( |~ Does she strike .
l_mr'ed Now Ghink about what that implies pa:: ¥ you as someone who

. Walks awayProma )

~._ Challenge? .~
S ETRE -

Xe T L
| 1.l- .n—*':‘r o
l.l_]'_"‘lq.'_"‘__r",'._ -
o 1” LY ""_J'f:?'.."‘l A0

$L BHWHIN

A3

1

her Pollow-through.



_— OK, Pine, bub I'm not A .
sure I like You exploiting that. Hr:aw Mar-e than a week, &
long has she been in there? The " Awahe bime. I admit, I was trying <

S secondtime,Imean. "/  todecide whether to do another ,

= —( interrupt. But it will definitely blow her iP
— :
\‘ i interfere.
| e
~" what I came to tell you.
_ getpaid, 50 he's stopped

\ We do that a second time. IF she's ontio x‘h“* S
b 8 something, I don't want to
| . T T— — 1%
R — ¢~ L might send You in bo go have a look, iP
—— Well, that's ———_\_ it Weren't 600 hot Por you mght- AOW. ___)
/" Clayton's vanished. Along with his |'"
[ lover. No one knows where they w&nt
\ Pohler doesn't do 5quai:- iP he doesn’ f:a ,
_looking Por me. __—~ How interestin gf
_ And, I must say, very convenient.

_,..-

——_

80 convenient T was wondering if ™\
uau had anything to do withit. ./

_——— Now,now. :
\7 [~ I'mnotsaying I wouldn't have
r “been willing to disappear Clayton if it was
, \ 5aPe and I had the means, but it wasn't
I . andIdidn't. I have no idea what
— __happened to him.  __—
" et

MEANWHILE --- J " Well, now that Pohler's opp your ass, I

can't say no.
{'Eub be ¢areful. Pon't Lse that appearance anywhere
\ bhere are withesses. You're already pushing your
N, luck. I know Wou hate vsing other Porms, but
IP I stood still, someone i
would come along and rob
dgainst me or squesze

MYy ass and then hours
wouid vanish. That's when I discovered bad
J!Jh.r'ﬂgﬁ had happened.

Besides, I khew there

was something I had to

be missing. It took me &

While, but I Pound it. Or
at least part of it.

T couldn’t remember how to
Manifest my phone. I covlan't
remember how o recall. I
tried. They were gone. s I
dug Ehrotgh my hedd, I
realized there were alot of
things I covldn't remember
Por some reason.

In a section of the
compound I was pretty
sure I wasn't supposed

to be in, bhere was 3 long
row of rooms. Uniike all
bhe obher rooms here,
these were closed. With
4£:um’wf&akmg lattice
oors. Which were all
locked.

SomMe oF bhem had people
in Ehem.
Andtihen I discovered I

The people were Fully svited, couldn't Eake ofF the hood.
doing what Unspoken do--the
ones alone in bheir cells were . It wasn't a hood anymore. The
Masturbating; one cell had s0it wasn't a suit. It was me.
two people in it and they . It was part of me.
were oo busy humping to : —
notice me outbside the doors., I'd had a vague Peeling For
days like I was changing,

But why lock bhem inZ Why reshaping, and I hadn't
were they theref stopped bo give it Much

These people had to be here o thovght. I'd been very dumb.
inveluntarily. S
Maybe they were being kept I had to geb ovt of the
coMpound. That was the only

in here until it wasn't
inveluntary anumore. wal, now. I had to physically
leave it.

I needed to tell Mianight. Then I couvld Pix all this.

They book Me to the Speaker. |




Leyna Follows the trail of Later, after the other
information to the training — participants are all sleeping it oFF:
center and keeps it Under _ - .

observation Por several days | '

While deciding on her approach.

I don't think the
dlgorithmic suit's going to
work. Not in @ place where
everyone looks exactly the
same and everyone knows
who's supposed to be
tbhere.

At least it's not
hard to spy on them ...
they're 50 engrossed in the
se¥ bhey might not notice if I
walked in there and Pired a
cannon.

But I've seen them
closely enough now that I think
I ¢an try Por a disguise.
I want to get out .
those back doors, the ones
Lhe people in the black suits
disappear into at the end of
the night.

There,
dan't wear one of
the real hoods; don't RO
want the side
efPects.

This
version's bad
enough. I can't
remember the last
time I Pelt this ...
obscene.

Now let's have a
ook behind those
2, doors.

Damn, how
big is this
place?

This is hopeless. I can't
tell anyone Prom anyone, and
RBuby can't tell I'm me--if she's awanre
enough to even notice.
I covld wander in here For weeks
accomplishing nobhing.

I need to go discuss this.
Figure out a better wau.

Besides, I need to get out oF here g
before someone realizes I'm a
Pake.

CUE Kusy¢

All will he revealed in the next exciting issue of




