dePinitely Peel like
we're in hostile
berritory.

Not really our
stiyle either.
Why isn't Ruby
doing this?

Leyna said
Ruby and Beaubille
don't like each other.
Something about a
past job ...

Hey!
spdce ladies!

Urby already
bakes too much
Por not doing shit,
and you want to

take more,
asshole?

Fuck you.

I'M not working
Por you. And when I
tell the others,
they're not going to
want to work For

Wou either.

You--
Who the hell do you
think wou are#
You ¢can't jusk--

&INA AND ESFPERANZA ABE ON A MISSION TE THE casat.gﬁ?}
NEITHER OF THEM HAVE BEEN THEEE BEFOEE. i
(S2, DEAR EEADER, YOU AND THEY HAVE SOMETHING INCEMMON.-)

i
L

——

7 Nice outPits!

T

b ( You two interested :'r'l::l

Here's the
Pucking Pree
Market in
action.

Both of you
can go Puck
Wourselves.,

b SoMe custom?

L

I can give
Wou 3

two-For-one

b special... £

o, ™

You can't
do this! I'll ...
I'll go to the

Boss!

Damned
well going o
Mmake sire
nobody else
around here
does.

We're lucky they
Alloew a seb portal From
Serenity ag all.

And what do wou
think he'll do?

' OK, but, I mean,

where do we even
start

Remember
that sleazy
producer who helped
us all catch
Nelinda?

Beaubille's
an actor. There
aren’t many people
doing that in this
block. She may have
gone to him.

He'll bell you bo
suck it up, that's
what. He'll tell wou to
come kick My ass if you
want your business
back. That's the Pree
market in action.

There's only one
rule in the Cobbles,
Urby: "The Boss always
getis his cut." He don't
give a shit about
anything else.

And he's gonna
like the cut I give him
better. You let your B8
people have too much B8

of the take. I'm

changing that.

You're
Pucking what 7

<
Fun place.




B * g |
oS TS LR
- s IL-'“\.

-as BUT IT'LL ALS2 ALL- BECOME CLEAR AS WE &0.

YO MISHT WANT T EEVIEW WHAT WE SAW ASH AND MAIEE DOING LAST ISSUE > -"'a II .t .

——

II,.-.-"' 1i'|||l E ﬂ a ﬂ "--.,|I
| take them. )

o

" Wang on. \
I want to try
something Pir':‘:t)

o

| — s F

o~
."'

/ Guess that =
| proves it Por

e

AP
i -
e

s

N Yep.

~—

—

\

e’ I'M going to havey
to ask you to step

(

\ Cabch of the Da
%

away Prom the

,

.

B

What the--7

stand down/
Everybody who's able
to, leave the room
quietly, don't make a
Fuss, and don't come

back in!

-
I |'r___!'l'r]4'""| 4

Ak ,:'

leave the building ... 4

e

-
e

e i
HH‘LH_‘-‘__‘-‘_‘_.;‘?--___ p— —H—._‘_‘_‘-“--““
Y You..I..Idon't N

was I even there?

( vnderstand ... Why

)

L i

F ,l'FF i Y

\ What's going on? ¢

b,
B,

. _.__..--'—'_-_'_"'--.._H___H
7 Hold still, I'm
trying to get this
tail ofP ...

",

You know, I've
hever ¢aught a
mermaid before

Not Past
enough.

/. Feeling any better? “‘"';ﬁ:j‘—f:_—_.
Head clearer? Usuvally it's

pretty Past, as soon as we

I guess that H"
Medns ou weren't
"working" Por Thurmenr
voluntarily. No surprise;
Wou're the sixth we've

3 ) pulled out and none of

bhem were. 48

/He'ﬁ using same\‘--
‘( kind of mental )

_control on people. A8

. Knew Wou two
" would show up again
sooner or later. You
don't know how to quit
While Wou're ahead.

\\ o
\ 1

We brought in
some extra muscle
just Por you.

_:"""‘- -;FH_._‘_‘__-""H..__‘_ .l"'. [] rﬂ'| "'II_,'lr" 5 E Irp H "lu
l — P L. [} q e
7" You should Y .8 ot
| crobabi necan. } 7 want to go back to
b - [ Working Por Thurmer,
& — .. | | now that your head's
S\ clear, We won't
N, shop you ...

= 1N

Go back?
No wau!
i I'M never going

_—

anywhere near |

that place




Set should be up
already and it isn't even
sbarted ... not that it
matters if I can't-- -
: Een
Cobermawner?

Not hiring.
Unless you can
replace my Flake
of an actor.
Do you do triple

Might:
what?
Might: say "oh,
sure, just saw
her last week,
she's working
down the

Though ... Aren't you
@ina Howard? Used to do
Pront-of-house Por Bianca Zildan?
Whatever happened to her,
anyway? _———

No idea.

And you

worked with us a
Pew wears ago, but you
May not have known it
We wepre part of the team
who tracked and
¢avght Melinda

Shannon.*

street 2" <

Lady, evenifI @ : '
knew anything, I % e e Um.
wouldn't tell you. In B8 You work Por Ruby
¢ase You didn't realize, Martinez?
Lhis is the Cobbles. You
don't talk about other
people here unless
Wou're very into
personal risk.

penetration?

Oh, that
bunch--

We're looking
Por Beaubille on her
behalP.

O, ah ... sorry
about the cold
shovlder. Let's just
pretend that didn't

happar.... But I don't know

anything. I haven't
seen Beaubille in years.
Why come tio me?

IR 0REE: . And you definitely
don't say anything to
strangers who waltz in

asking questions.

We're tirying to Find a
Woman named Shani
Beaubille and we hoped
Wou Might--

Beaubille's an actor.

You're one of the only

people here making
passives, right? 4

* [SSUE #28.

Not anymore. -
50 she Wouldn't have Lovely
come bo Me. She was What does people.
going the other that mean?
direction.

There's
ho market Por
passives in the
Cobbles. I don't know.
People here'd rather do it
than watch, I guess. There's ; :
50 MUCh seX work here. Beaubille did Coold
scenarios, but she she have been
wanted to do passives. She coming here to
didn't think scenarios were work with a i
r‘-.iaf afbiggﬁ She Wﬁ‘.:‘rvdﬁ |€Lé5?'[ difPerent . o Huh
actress, bub You covldn't te roducer? o ; :
 her that. Last I heard, she was RN oan i Baeh froend
) "passives or nothing." I Figure g ' P =
a lot: of time she got
nothing. Martinez Pired
her once.

I ¢an read the signs, and I
can't Pind good writers
anyway, so I switched

to doing private
SCenarios. _d

Uh-huh.
Where can we
Pind them?

I dovbt it. I don't think
there are any.
You sure she's here? IP she is, I
bet she didn't come here to
Make passives,

TEeeae i5 bhe Boss' _ -2/
enforcer. she collects et e ray i
his cut, spies Por him, : - ?’E;ﬁ;;hag
beats Lp people Who 1 P '(ﬂn oPPice over by
= ; don't cooperate. . the wharf. Ask
.. which @ SRR | 2"y,
kills our ﬂﬂ“ﬂ ',‘..'_ S Lo-Bez ... let's see. T3 4 2 s
lead. ¥ W Heruns a turning racket, a
; rotection racket, he's an
You covld ask P il alasl;
Lo-az. OrTheede. information broker ... and

" anybhing else he can get
They seem to know Y € ‘
about everybody. £+ away with.

B . _ ~OTIL '—"—|
4 e N I didwarn you. I
o callingit in [ | warned you at, the
HOW?Z - : beginning. I also told you =
el the limits. You kept running up

the debt anyway. I :
appreciabe that 1 _jau like £

My house, but ... 4
Good news is, I havﬁ U
a job Por You! You can work
oFF Wour debt! And once Wou do

that, no hard Peelings, gau want

o Treece .
" Ah, as Par as I can tell,
Wou don't Pind her.
e She Pinds You.

Yeow!!

No warning at
allZ At least give
me a little bime to

go Pind a job!

to come back and start running

]
i
|
|
\
: it Up again, that's your

business!
o

You want me to ...

That's the . 60 ...
bhing, Jerome. You . :
don't have any income,
and wou didn't have any
When you started
patronizing My

” Where do you @ place
think Ghis JDE‘ 5

suddenly going to
come Prom, iF it

hasn't come along
in SiX Months?

sorry. Pon't get a lot
of customers Por guys.
I've got one male in the
house and he's bored to

You gob it!

Hang on, I've got a
gadget here to get
Wou started.

;‘f Now, go see '\
@ail, she'll aet Wou
set up and show
Wou the ropes.

oy

i -
f Pon't worry!
' You'll be paid opP

before Wou know it!

e mag
,,.--" "‘-..

7 You've EHWEJ'E “\
don's want bo hear

D

Come back when Yoo .

One day's
grace.
Orne. Money,
Gomorrow, or 1
break things.

y can staw longen! .

. Don't PUCk SoA "
with me, YA\
Lo-Rez. I don't |\
have a sense | "{

Tmn b

!

AEEETR LY

any more of
them. ;,.-(’

I'.‘u‘u'a’ﬂ' WEPH'E-

"-_ ___" 1_,..-- o

You owe Popr 1
———
_—
C'mon, Treece. % bl
I'm down three TR

oF! humor.
people. I only just
how got a

replacement Por

ohe of theMm ... ._ ‘(F

k!
Ok,
y Don't lose wour shib.




- ~4 How about not eheﬂrsame to
Y W ol — = — ' beating the shib — the Cobbles a

e w'&ﬁ;;ﬂ;[ - —— o - out of you? We v couple of
—— \-H,E____#_,.-f"' 3 N e heard some of that months ago.

~~ We're looking Por g conversation just
/" a woman named Shani then. dounded like

'L Beaubille. she's gone You take that as
Missing. payment.

You didn't answer my question.
And I ¢are becavse ...7

o 3 < -
; i Looking Por work, I GRS
prjgéjmi?:m of : _' & thought. Don't think she :
shape and we've Pound any. Not sure what /' 4
got guns. I'm N 3 she was aPtenr. y
Willing to give it - ' S

Because we're told atry. N ._ =

YoU Might know £~ 1haven't seen or heard .
something about it? _ anything in more than a month. I
tasatgiwe y T : . Piggureapﬁhe'd gone back to Serenity.
: = 4 want & But iP you say she's missing, she
bold You that, bub they No one wants to let a Y Y 55Ing

should have also told You I man earn a living these o R kimiee:
don't give inPormation Por days ... All pight .- :
Pree. What are you all riaht. - . Probably
prepared to oPfer? A\ : Ight. e means she's at
- Thurmer's,

— sy

e
7 Which is what Z And how Yo koW you won's get
. 7 - . Yo | WOU Wo ae
: xﬂﬂ You Pigure that? —— SN shit out of Thurmer. He'll tell

Wou to go to hell and then sic |
. _ | S= 8 hismuscleonyou.
" Rick Thurmer — =
&
=7 runs a sex house, ¥ |

= = T
TR ™™ | = = €3
the Cobbles. BUG he's 7 paopie working Por \ . ' ' 2
doing something o pim I'd swear would
spit in his Pace if they |
passed him in the
street. And they don't
leave. They stal in his
house and never A
B come oub. :

'.':-H.: ‘:-ﬁ;-'.‘.::‘j
—

Funny.

Pebt;
service?

Nah. Thurmer
won't vse turners, or 4
at least that's what he
dlways said. He thinks
they don't do a good
enough job. He only
wants pros.

Would
Beaubille count
as apro?

&ee, there you go!
Sharp as a tack.

Now pou've got all I
know, 50 buzz ofP.

i You know about them? And you
Y aix times just let bhem ruin people’ And wou ¢laim bo be the
It's unacceptabie! o bhese bwo boss of this place?
crazy Women have
come in and
\  kidnapped My -
; 5tlapp- '[:Iﬂ i HP AT
on't get pissy with me,
Thurmer, or Wou'll know I'm the
boss. Treece doesn't get enough
. Chances to break bones.

— -

You know how the

¥ Cobbles work. Ash and Maire

are part of the market. You don't

like it, then you shut them down. I
don't inberfere in this kind of

competition. (
»
Yeah, you just ar

take your cut. What
kind of cut are you
getting Prom

them =
['ve pubt on more

guards, I've kept watch ...
nothing stops them. Nothing. They
15 this what you call a don't have any
healthy business climate? income.

" \sh and Maire.

I tolerate them
becauvse they serve a
porpose.
Their names are I get; to bend my own
Ash and Maire. Ash is - rules. That's the Pmnb
the cne with the blue of being the boss.
and white hair. '

Well, I hope wou mean what You say ' ass, Treece?
about competition, becavse I'm not going to .
tolerate any more of this, and this bime I'm going to ._ -
deal with them permanentiy. A = He's doing
Whatever it bakes. p o/ something.I'e been
_ Jou betiber be all right With that. &'l collecting all kinds of rumors.
Sy ccr i T : There's some bhings thab

. don't make sense.
OB course!

Sl iRy = e 7 And Wou know the spooky S
That's how we settle : | e twins don't just start shit W
disputes around here. And we | e | L8 without a reason. They think [
don’t gripe about it Pirst, A : : —— T they're rescuing people.
. Thurmer. i T o, k b - Maybe they are.
7 Good [uck with them. N
I'm looking Porward to
seeing how it comes ouk. J

Look into it, then.

@Get enough to convince me,
and I'll shut him down,




I'll have Dorie get
You a drink. What
would you like?

Nothing, thank you.
I just came to ask whether you've
reached a decision on my oPfer.

I suppose that's sweet of Wou. I
mean, I appreciate the thought.

Bot I don't need
sponsorship any more than I
heed protection. And, actually,
you taking this business under
Your wing might: make the
situation worse,

We have defenses,
but no one knows that.
They don't: leave vs alone
becauvse they think we're
tough; they leave us alone
because we're
neutral.

They can all come to
MY house saPely. It's 8
haven. I run it ¢lean and
saPe, and I don't play any

of their litkle games.

-

_— But, asIsay, Ido

IP you come in,
then I've taken a
_ Side--You see?

dppreciate the thought
... and to show my
appreciation, I'd like to

I reached a decision
as soon as You made it. You
were the one who insisted on
giving me "a Pew days to
think about it."

Honestly, I'm sill
surprised You made the
ofPer at all. Protection isn't
one of your vsval ...
business areas.

You...ah...
Wou appear to
have done wour

research.

Protection?
No, no. It's not
like Ghat.

I always
knew this was
the only reliable
hovse in the
Cobbles, I had an
experience
recently that
emphasized
that.*

I don't want
anything interfering
with your continved

ability to do business.
More like sponsorship
than protection.

I always do.

It's
important to
khow one's
customers'
tastes,

oPPer you something on
Lhe house this
evening.

You knew that
wasn't going to work
bePore Wou tiried it.

Well ... yes.
But it was worth a shot.
gpotting Beaubille Prom out here
would save vs a lob of pain.

We don't
even know
Beaubille's in
there.

No, we don't.
And we have to
Pind out.

And we can't just
ask, Lo-Rez was
probably right
about that.

We can
see into most
of the vpstairs
halls. I was hoping
to be able to get
some ID's in the
helmet: display by
looking in the
windows.

That means
one of vs s
going to have
to go in.

BubI
can't get
¢lean readings.
Teo Par, too
MUCh in the
way.

n-ﬂ-ﬂ'k. p aperr

5¢issors?

i I didn't expect

Cobermayer to rememben
me Prom Bianca's club.
That ...

I mean, what iP & et
‘ S & the hot seat if it |08
there are obher people 8 \akes you jompy. &

A h M A J-'?'* e 4 [
who remembe B T don't mind.

gy Just keep
" an eye on me in

case Wou need to
Pish me outs, all

thing, we're going to have to
start changing our
appearance For jobs. /

N

RUbY'S been QN
telling Me that Por @ NN
While now. -

IF we keep doing this kind of .

There's two plaus here. We can do 5
“customer looking Por a specific thing" or
"sex worker locking For a job" ... and either
way, if someone knows me Prom Bianca's it
could punch a hole in my story.

I'll try the
customer approach. I
don't think I want to
work Por Thurmer.

You kept a lower %
proPile in those days
than I did.

Which way do You want
to play it?
Let me go see What
I've got to wear.

\

v L b
'THOSE DAYS" = ISSUE #6. IN STORY TERMS, FIVE YEARS AGE, |
MOBE O LESS. A LT HAS HAFPFEMED T THEM SINCE THEM. E




INTERLUDE-

THE SCHOLZ ESTATE, HIGHPLINT -

His Majesty, Where is Lord Scholz?

King Brendan I/
We're not q

e Well, that's part
certainly not at of what I mean, your
the high gate! majesty. Lord 4cholz is
Whois it away from the estate
; at the moment.

... 16'S the
king, your
grace.

? : IF we had
Your majestiy! L
We had no word you
were coming ... i WS Lord 5cholz was
i " away the [ast time [
e visited as well. I'd
pmrm:a;n?vgﬂt.aag almost think he was
aotits 1L 7 P _ avoiding me.

vhwelcome here?

OP course not/ | Not at all!
But I worry that, without " ; Complete coincidence, 1
Well, open the | time bo prepare, our assure You.

doors! Turn on the hospitaliby will not be vp to

big lights. And standard ...
announce him!

I'll go tell the
kitchen to begin
preparing a good

meal Por you.

? That won't be
nhecessary. We've
made a number of

stops today and I've
recently eaten. All I
want is a comPortable
bed Por the night, and
of course a room Por

. I think Lord
My guardian. Seholz owes me

some compensation |
For his absence,
don't you?

I‘” 59:9 to it .. As wour
immediately. majesty Wishes,
; : oP course,

Will your majesty be i I'll show wou Lo
desiring some ... Wour room, then there
companionship this , are a Pew other things I
evening? I have a I would like you to need to see to before
nhumber of pleasant be my companion this I ¢an join You.

possibilities evening.
available ...

T p———— -
L e

_.J--PJVV\,,_% He doesn't know G T i
i i a i o * b
{ erasd = ”E?,faﬁiﬂrﬁﬁﬁﬁ myselP. Fact, I like it. But .He>
" stupid. Bub I do. I Pigured Woold care. acholz wiasd
2 it out last bime we — MENa oF nis.

were here. % 1 don't plan to tell

hit. You want to run this
estate, knock yourselP out.

..;:'.-"5 T EUE

e

LI
W IF wou try anuthing ;
¥ tonight ... iP you put one of your
special hats on him, or mess with |
him in any way ... aPter I Pixit, I &
wiill bell him. A5

ceaec B |
i
Mistress! i !

You startled me-- N
ﬂ:‘-‘-. J:_ h
'I"I_I
‘i‘_:::!:,

Pon't
expect much.

g A
Brae, we've got a He doesn't care

redl problem
know what to--

| . Whether you
don't get off.

Ssh!
You don't call me
: "mistress" tonight. Tonight
I E?ﬁjﬁu’?b Wou're Lady scholz.

I'll tell you
everything Wou need.
Don't worry. He won't I hope
actually expect wou to Wou're ready
S3H MUCh. For me.

You're going to wear
some difPerent
headgear tonight.




It's really very
simple. T hearda
rumor that shani

Beaubille is among 4
your stafP. .

Ms. Costello?
My name's

Mexander. Floor Hellg,

Alexander.

manager. ' Is there 3
problem?

Well ... I'm
worried we will have
some trouble
accommodating wou. We
don't get very many
8 Pemale customers
here at all.

il

i

Why, I'm
surprised at you.
You should know
better than to make
o any assumptions about {/ .\
o S Wwhat's under My skirt. E( i
~~ BhaniandI go
/" way back. Longer than I
Y like, iP I'm honest. She has
always been a pain in the
ass. Full of herselP,
Wknow?

. Especiallyin a
. place like this.
NI

A ...
give me a Pew
minutes to look
into it.

. Ah...yes. e LR I'm not going to do
Good poink. anything horrible to her,
don't worry. I just want to
... sbartle her a little.

But wou also -~

seem bo have a - IPit's N
special request. Can | IS : possible, of |
You tell me a little course, /

about that? o

You told him
| Your name was
Costello. Bub your
hame is Castillo.
Esperanza
Castillo. A Pew Years ago, You were
Perey Furlough's best sub.
Practically co-running the place.*
When Percy vanished, so did you.
Now you turn up in my club.

: I need a good sub.
f y i 've been having some
o akih ' i personnel issues.
%€ Not that
Mmuch.

T-fir:h % N " - I think you should
Thurmer. — come work Por me.

On
The owner.

L Pleased to
meet you. /

K

... All right?

.

Treece, I was about to go Talk to Thurmer
home. It better be really yourselP tomorrow. Get
important. Or Pix it yourself. answers. Persuade him
I pay you a lot. any way you need to.

Ask him about
Beaubille directly

The two women Prom and see how he

Serenity who were asking reacts. Not his words;
questions were looking Por Shani his Pace. He's lousy
Beaubille. They think that she's at poker.

disappeared into Thurmer's

and never come out.

.I‘m skarting to When you get:
think that too. something, tell me.
Boss, if people From |
other blocks are going Not beFore.
to come in searching
Por Polks, that's a
bad look ...

Yeah. Last thing we
need is Ruby Martinez
coming in here turning

over rocks.

But it's not
enough, Treece. _ -

.'-""'-"-. ¥ i
A

A sight, Por
s0re eyes.

Hello, honey!
I've got wour
bourbon ready!

MMM 4
- gfdggfe -
Me, or the

drink?

Wou going to
| starve bo
b death?

... We could
always eat
aPterwards.




Don't call me
“old man," you
Woung punk.

How come You
hever clean up
this place?

" 1 think I know how
[ toworkthat ...
. That's great news!

Oh, good.
Then show your
appreciabion.

Well, that's a
View ...

I've put ovt
a crop, there,
on her back.
There's obher
equipment; in the
closet iP wou
need it.

I hope you're not,
though. I don't want
Wou to enjoy ib.

I don't like it when
people lie to me.

.

God, I hate having to
wear these things ...

We're not at my
place ... we don't both
Fit on wour bed.

Then you'll just
have to Fuck me on
the Ploor.

Old man.

I'm serious, You know,

Fil. Your pizza doesn't have N

to leave boxes everywhere.
It's an aPPectation.

Alsg, this place is totally out of
line with the Cobbles look.

I hate that
medieval shit.. And this
is what this place is
sppposed to look like.

Did wou have a
bad day or
something?

Not: really. Found a
replacement Por Pell
unexpectedly. Trying

her out tonight.

Bot we still need
to deal with the
Reacoers ...

Damn, she's wet!
15 she into this?

Who can tellZ
4ubs are strange people.
I didn't ask.

Doesn't really matter,
though, does it¥

” Al right.. Follow the rules,
now. Pon't break her.

Then wou'll be
thrilled to hear [
¢ame Up with a
solution!

... 1t's got &
problem, though.
It's a snare. We
work it on one sy
person. S50 Wou have to pick
soMeone Wou Ghink
they're going to rescue
that night.. And iP they don't,
. We have to take it oPF in a
\ hurry so we don't snare |
N aninnocent :
customer.

I don't have
any innocent
cusbomers,




I honestly don't
know how to proceed ...
shovld have pranh#:i

better ..

There she is!

We can't go in that
window, though, it's way too
small. We'll need to go in
through one of the bigger
rooms and then go through

the halls.

- ._,_ e
Fo L@

I've got a
better idea.

* -.':‘:‘.‘JT_ []
» Why don't you
/ all leave the area
quietly and Porget you
saw Us. How's that
»_ sound?

e,

4
Also it
would be
really great if
Wou could only
make chicken
noises Por the

rest of the

night.. _

What brings you to
the Cobbles? Please tell
me it doesn't have
something to do with
bhat building.

Should be
argund Ghis
corner and
down 8 waus

Pon't worry.
She's seen a lot worse.

Maire.
Ash. It's

been ages.

We're looking Por a
Missing person and the trail
looks like it leads to Thurmer's,
Ranza went in incognito to ask
guestions ... and she hasn't
come out.

Gina, Thurmer uses mind
control! All his staPP aren't in
Lheir right minds. He probably
did something to her--it's not
saPe in there!

We were wondering
about that. But it's hard to
inPluence someone if thew're

prepared Por it ...

Ok. Any ideas on
how o get her out#

Ch sure. We raid the place just ™
about every night. First let's take a
pass around and see if we ¢an spot

her in any of the windows.

'~ Are you ladies
asIamoP you? 4

-.,
Lo
o

" 'l|l-fl

Al o " _ (4,
L DU
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T I B,

-
e

3 -

YEEF‘I. I k”fﬂ'l'lllr-

I'd give Wou longer to
enjoy it, but We need
Lo get ot of here. 4

Why don't You just
surrender and save
everyone trouble?

“We'll explain
once we're
oubside.

Oh,no. N
You're going to

st:ay on that bed

S\ and be good until

we leave. 4

And when you leave, &
you're going to act like you I8

didn't see any of this.



I'm sorry you = : And vs. That
had to get dragged e Oh, it was Pine. guy asked vs to
into that. 488 I hadn't had a good surrender and
T Whipping in @ while. none of us bit. What I don't understand is
how they did it. They didn't g
: A angbhfng{I mean, nobody waved a
I should watch in Pront of me or asked me to

probably stand in a8 suspicious machine ... I don't
remove the think my drink was drogged, I
physical ePPects, watched her make it ...
though, or I won't
be able to sit Por

I was sitting there
and Thurmer came up
and said "work Por me
how" and I said yes.

That was it.

=l
everybody in
there is
suggestible?
Starp,
customers, all
of them?

Yeah, that's the big puzzle.
It's got to be something really
persistent ... the only way we know
Everyone 0P to shake off the ePPect is to take
but ThurMer, someone out of the building.

we Ghink.

Which probably
means the whole building
is rigged With
whatever-it-is.

That'd be a : He'd just rebuild
hell of a trick ... anyway. All he has to do
but it makes ; is reboot the club.

=y

I don't know.
Maybe when we get back
g ' ko Serenity we can Pind : :
T someone who has enough T TE L 2 ,
] clovt With the Boss b0 Jmm P i
X o - shot Thurmer down. one prl,gb[,gm_

Beaubille's in there. I B
saw her. Can we get £
her oLt ?

i=aa E
EE 1l

f
Doesn't help vs, though. ™
We really want to close down %y
Thurmer completely. Rescuing
workers isn't doing ib; he just /
"hires" new ones. "

You have your info goggles
and we have helmets ...
Thurmer wears glasses and he
obviovsly doesn't need to ... and I A
wasn't wearing my helmet: \
When they got me ...

We're net going to be able to
get him unless we can take out
whatever it is he's vsing ... and I
don't think we can go in there and . aure.

rip out all the wiring ... : We'll make her our target.

-l"-f

_ = Por tomorrow night.

¥ - \ .

It's something visval,
Like, in the lights, maybe.
our gear blocks the efPect.

NEXT MOBNING -
I
I'm not
going to
answer that,
Treece.

!

Twice I
calledon you 25
clowns to do the job <
I paid you For and <
twice Wou Pailed
completelw!

Does Shani N
c B A pleasure to : Beaubille work
SRl 5€€ You. Por yov? 4 )

.

—

J-

‘

Ah...as a
matter of
Pact, wes.

All three of
ou are Pired! '
et out oF here!

\

No, it isn's. 4 \

i What do You s
\ pay her? i

And you,
Mexander, my Ploor
Manager--walking

around clucking like a
chicken, conPusing the
customenrs--

/ 1don't see \1
| how that's any )
0P your--

L

¥
I've got some
, , questions Por you,
I obviously can't Thurmer, and I want
trust You with - some real answers., g
il el by 7 hnd what you're going to
two myselp! b ol i ; /" do, wou're going to leave now, Y
: - . and stop asking me questions |
Wou don't have the right to  /
have answers to. (
i

—— - . s
= __—|—l—'_'_

g gt
RERRRARNAANAENE
el . I really Hew!I was
I didn't: know You had that hould tell - just about to
much influence with her. _ | Mei aﬁier gbaub o &rome Pind EIQL:, Have you

the controls. He's a It's ready. , o
smart kid. It's not T _ ; P'g& :fg&”f;ggﬂ
Pair bo him. . Y q d 2,
Saave™ | : the snare?

7 ahe'llbe

back as soon
.. | @5 she thinks
WL e, betitier of it. A8

come up wibh
something
bePore then.

The problem
is, I just don't
trust him
enough ...

You khow, it's
Punny. she was
asking about
Beaubille ...

That's who the woman last ™ \‘}
night was asking Por. You know, | AN

; ” G e As a matter of

the one who lied? . "
( Hwm. ) | N —Z Pact, I have.

. >
S



INTERLUDE-

SERENITY.
Anyway, you're good
Por the set portals now.

Now close it

- goodt! 8 7 L0\ \'}
1'.1 - ﬁ || ‘_-
I think You've A\l
got it. ' = s
e
=l
S B

b

We don't know! Like you did in
But probably not. Leyna Highpoint?

thinks it's a very Han't work same?
‘,- sophisticated virus.
/

¥
o
-

..--"'!' Normally wou won't have
| ko worry about closing
l ib--portals all close
themselves after you use them.
Bot iP you open one and don't ;
Lse it right away, close it. It wants the data to
Don't leave it open. 7 bePragmented. It's
continvally trying to eat away
= 3 any connections between data f
7~ Thedprue N blocks. Portals are connections.
( doesn't like open IP it sees them, it tries to 4
\ portals. Bad things ) destroy them.
N\, canhappen. /
- “?‘:\"""-—-—_—-—'-""f-'

— e e = -

i/
There's three : Set portals are algerithmic. ! \ -
They have phusical equipment, like this '
thing you're sitting on. They always Cast portals are ... well, Qs
connect the same two points, and bhey‘pg perscnal. Usvally wou

kinds of portal.

FEFMT'E"E'IG'H'E EF'-E'E“I'l‘- an iss0e becavse both 2an only 2ast one Lo sonewhere _— .
ends had to give consent to set the thing You've ay]rl,gady been, and you also M And Leyna can do it another
Up. S0 anone can vse them iF they have to be able to visvalize the \ way entirely ... she can visvalize
know how to activate them. location well enough. A lob of | - locations based on their data, not whai:-

they look like, Which means sometimes she

” can portal places she hasn't been. And she
can cheat on the rights sometimes, and

. .- portal places she's not allowed to. But

it's tricky, and she needs a good

You ¢an bypass permission o REdo0n 56 CHanb,
with cast portals sometimes. I Y|
certainly don't have permission to f
jump directly into the Pelp estate. I N
had to sneak in a difPerent way
Pirst. Once I had, a couple of
times, I could portal there.

people can't do it.

—

-

!/

P ’

'J; ‘5*'; o ¢’

o AN
" # f:‘k ‘ 4
g
» L # 2 y Recall portals are when you
P F~' - o A \ / recall and ?au 53y "remember where I
E ) 3 just was 5o I can portal back to it when I

p — want." Anybody can do those, but

' ' ,f
' 1 _ ‘ \ // they're subject to permissions.
- - o = —
,, “11{\* A L ‘ '

"\q--. /’ _ IP Wou tried to set a recall
b - ” portal to My living room, becavse I
. - . ’.- - A ' haven't gsv#n Wou access to My hovse, it
Yo - wouldn't let you. But You could set one
a 2 outside the Pront door.
h P

50000 ... No!

changing the . Liked it.. Wan't boring
aumeip wl:gt- e ores are Pun, cusk
eating you? was good ...

But they Pight. Not
just push-Fight; they
do battles.

An't like that none.

An't know what
You mean.

I['ve seen You
twice since you got back
and both times You were
dePinitely down. Were the - They think it's a joke.
Yards that bad an They han't been street.
experience?
: ;agged or tacked all the
ePPn time.

| ( " Yeah, I know ' Play being things
x : K | ¥ [ [
\ ; uiibjfeg:?ﬁ It's why I hate doing they an't ... or¢s and
x s¢enarios with real - Fauns and all ...

| S — physical violence. Lot 0P it seems
| Most people here have like's about cusk ... Wou
never been Awake. They want cusk, just go do it.
don't understand. And we're Why all the games?
hever going to get them ba
understand.

' Well, remember, ™
"3 Awake it's hard enough bo
Find a saPe place and
par*tﬁeré Por sex that: vsvally
"hegr ret & Puck while we ,f
~ can” is all wou need
Mso, honestiy? —
Everybody's bored. i ——
They're looking Por new f i \ g e
thrills all the time. : ™ There are some people ™,
W That; why Polk who are that direct here,
into all this l but mostiy people have gotten
rosh shit:z ko where bhey want a little
More imagination. TS

'.ln--_

Well ... like what, "Hey, let's —

specifically? . | TN ,
easy in sleep. T Can't say I mind.

IP it weren't the way it : :
i5, I wouldn't have had Anyway, I think you'll
a career. pFﬂbﬂb[H QEL‘I used to ib.




THAT NIEHT - & : ;
- - . Are voumy % _Forget it,
" Her customer customers? r . _ Hn.am:e. E-ﬂ-ﬂ_!ﬁ; ab h;r
isn't here yet. This eyes. She's been
will be easy. aeeply t:f ssed
- WiGhH.

Ah...no. @
We've come to §
geb You out of
here. People
are looking We're just
Por you. going to have to
carry her out.

et's open the
oor instead of
rashing through S
i bhis UM g E B bhink you ¥ It'dbe alob

: onderstand--we're J casien if .:‘.’L Y
— 'dl H ' R HEFE t|$"" . il dffjaltu -

No,no, I don't %

b

o

You're no Pun. 3 ’

—
—

e—

—

Ok, you khow

what? sure.

I ,;"‘.j',r'f'f. HI"\L
I can't get to H
My gun!

-‘F

We have to
vrgirgigll

>~ WhatT'd
/ really like to do is §
| just let you turn all
the way into goo
. creatiures.

2

But that seems
I like a waste. so I'm
going to take oPF these
damned goggles, and
give You new jobs--

Finally, a
positive
development.

. e 05t Y
il try to pull
them oub?

.. L AON't
think we shoold
touch that. It
Might s0ck LS in

too.

Y  Well, we ¢
7/ need to do )

L '55'-'|".E'tlﬁl;ﬂg ;

b Past. y ’:F..-"

o

T A
e o

ol i
~ #\.

-

/ let'stry \

disrupting the \
( monster. The |
 guns dispel a |
\, [ob of things. 4

k-l




Well, itt wasn't a
complete Pailure, I IP we'd what, Maire?
mean, we did get
Beaubille out. ~ We don't have anywhere to keep him on ice ...
: and if we did, then that'd probably get the
Boss on our asses.

Ch, I didn't say it
was a Pailure. It just
annoys me--we had
Thurmer, right: there, and
let him get away.

We've got to Pigure out
some other way.

IFwe'd--

You know, I realize this is probably the wrong . i
time to say this, bub: Why don't Wou come back to Serenitu? But I'll Plip that on its head:
IP you want to do this kind of work there's plenty of it, and IF Wou need a change of pace Prom
it's got to be a lot less dangerous ... Serenity, come see vs. We can
always vse the help.

You ¢an tell Ruby
and Leyna that too.

o Ib's not the same, Gina. ' -

A J/ [ We're not just tracking down /1 will though I'M not sure

| strays here. These are people : ' i
\ 1..3:0 aa‘,‘,e. :ium.l;': ;adae‘-iiﬁaégn P [ they'll sympathize. I think Ruby
E b & ! y ~ Y d : LY I --lﬁ' L 1 f =
oo A\ they can't get out oP. Fiaknos amons Wi saimad hore

o \ deserves what they get.
e\ o[ )

\‘.

Let me--

W= I bold Wou You

really didn't want to

Let me go, you

: . piss Treece ofP.
Pucking cow!

Almost as much
as You don't want
to piss me ofp.

S —

—

= . H—

; A ——— .

My, my. : — T
_.q—.'*"-:--..:l:"-_

Did she drag you alf .
the way here? —

IF YOU'VE BEEN ABSUND LONS ENOUSH TO BELOSNIZE WHS THIS IS, KEEP IT T2

YOUBSELF FOB NEoW. NEW BEADERS DEN'T KNOW YET. (THUBMER DOESN'T EITHER.)




|
I

—

~ Anyway,
don't give grace
& on that on

--Urgh--

1‘-

e.

%

Crazy bastard ...
haven't heard the

- ]
[ast oF Me ...

7 You think it's
" Punny, her knocking me
out and probably breaking
MY nose, then dragging me
. bhrough the streets? You
b can't just dothis to
people -~

Now shut up,

becavse I need to
explain something to
wou, and I want you

“You still don't

get it, an
sure

- g
L 3

= IT L L

dI'm not

why.

I am the boss here. 1
own everything in the
Cobbles. Everybody here is
here becauvse 1 allow them to
be. I can do anybhing I
damned well want.

I'M
deleting wour
data. Your
business is
closed.

IPI ever see Wou in
the Cobbles again, or get
word that you've 50 much as
stUck Your hose back in, I'll
Make Wou wish you had
hever been born.

No, wait--!

Hey!
Are you all
right?

-

Can You hear me?

to listen.

You know the
one rule of bhe
Cobbles: "The Boss
always gets his cub.” But
there's really tweorules.
The second one's a
secret.

It's "no mind
control."

I don't like people

Mmessing with other
people's heads.

LT

i

How the hell are we

expected to Pollow a rule if

we don't know it exists?

Maybe I think
Wou should Pollow
that one without

heeding to be

told.

Maube I think even
sleazeballs like You
shovld have some
standards.

' =V.-48




