bother get a lock
| iPan't staving... &
An't sure shouidstay
... Sleep's rosh ...
an't know iF ever
work out here

But han't
none Awake
neither ... better °
ih here, guess,
but ...

L"::i‘- an't know
what to do.

what
ePPn slide
shit--7

Place
coming
apart?

Can't ... losing
MY grip ...

‘f”‘ t }'“' = & 0¥
'Ur {*g : ‘§ Ap P A ‘-‘-
A (el N H"“_"h

Heeeellip! If’f‘fj};ﬂ
@otchal e

gprue's
trying to take
things apart.

Jex, isn't it?
Did I remember right:Z

Can I get you to do me
a Pavor?

I'll send you to the
- : ops room. Tell Leyna she
- g needs to come out here and
stabilize right now. This
one's severe.
Meanwhile, we'll
try bo evacuate

.-1 d : YW .-
3\ \ /[ . -; Te L everybody.
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1 LT 5 e o K kR 0y _-_‘-|+1_'1"" - s g -,;'.,"-\,-1- TR, :_."“T:-
! ' SATRE WA T s, TN R
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fou're Jex, : . . : say!
a]r;:er;téggur Why don's you go tell Leyna
R | E;;T #aﬂplb \ B EER What's happening? I'll open a
TR Eb '”E 0 SRSl portal Por you. That might be
y  aboLt You. _ vsePul in several ways.

Im
Looking Por Midnight.
Leyna. Big slide.
gprue. Need her
come Pix it up.

Leyna's occupied
right now. Not to
worry; I ¢an go

stablize the area.

I'll head
over there.



... The nature of it
means it's unlikely I can do Much.
Recalling would Pix it, I believe, but
that's obvisusly not possible. An
inberrupt wolld be even
better--

As T was saving, the
best solution is probably
an interrupt.

Well, you must
have been let in by
someone I know.

Did Ruby
send You?

/ This is Jex. "\
/' Jex, this is Dp.
|r Chapman. She
\ helps us solve
prabrﬁm-.:

.-I" 3

y What sup? -
15 there
SoMething

o1l
That's a good question.
She was brought to me by two of the

cat women who patrol the Souk.

She was
spedking something
that might not have even
been a language. IF it was,
we couldn't understand it.
Except Por three words:
"Serenity," "Lemrla ;

and "help.”

She was also having a
lot oP trouble moving. Like she
couldn't control her limbs.
Thrashing arcund. They had to
carry her.

Not long aPter
we got her in here,
she stopped moving
and stopped talking. I
bhink she has some kind of
virvs. something that
aPPects her mentally.
. She was trying to
s Pights it ofF, but it
Finally won.

Which needs
avthorization Erom the bed
owner. I know who runs
Century ... but I don't know
where to Find them.

Well, iP wou can't Pind
them, and I ¢an't restore her

enough to get her tio recall, the only other
plan is to Find who gave her the virus and

see if that tells you how to undo it ...
Which means Wou'd be going tio m.
Century anyway.

--groan--
I suppose s0.

AS IT HAPPENS, EUBY IS IN CENTURY -.. BECAUSE THAT'S WHERE THEIR FRIEND AND
MTME mmmxmw HETLMAFTEE THE SPRUE.-

I hope I'm nob
overrreacting.

You know how it ;
goes here; evergba-d% ‘F
Y plays their games, has Pun, §
g kisses and makes up. Makes
B Mme reluctant to actually 4
sound an alarm.

- I just can't
o/ shake the Peeling that
{ the Closed Circuib is vp
to something that's
actually ... well, I'm not
. sure iP I want to say £
B ‘dangerovs’ ... &

/ 1get it. It's setting
Wou ofP. I try Lo listen

. When My brain tells me

A\ somebhing like that.

Thought stLUPF like
that only happens if
You go alehg?

IP she was
Pighting it,
Why an't she
kick it:Z

’ It's not that

simple. Sometimes

[ algorithmic ePPects in
particular ¢an hit you
hard even if you're

resisting.

N Bot aiso,

/ there's a strong
possibility she may
have mrt:arrg taken

on the virus
voluntarily.

Jex, would you
be interested in
coming? I could vse
the help.

Lhink an't the
right Poll Por

Maybe, ;
maube not ... Buk
the Jumpers are

surely still cleaning

Lp Sprue, and 0r.

Chapman needs to
work on the  /
patient ...

hphm?“?T? b

f-:. "'f'-'-.ﬂ

" What I don't S
get is Why you
need me. You're
better at
sorveillance
than I am.

Hmam,

Maybe ...

s'posed tell you there's big
gprue slide. But your Polk are

getting everybody out, and
Midnight:'s Pixing, 5o an't sure

Wwhy she wanted me come.

Another Sprue
incursion?
~eBfgh=-
They're increasing. still, I agree
with you, it sounds like they've
got it under control. I'll
check in on it later.

Right: now I have to
Pigure out what to do
about this.

What's wrong with her?

Some of the
robotics have unhealthy
attitudes, There are several
groups who have made it a
principle to try to eliminate
their humanity. To become
more robotic.

I covld see some of
them accepting a
behavior patch they
thought: would help
them do that.

Han't think
it oLt too good
then.

I covldn't
agree more.

Ruby's not in Serenity
right now. I don't know
Where she is. She doesn't

dlways tell me.

7 Lo
P Y AR
"-"'r‘:.‘: 'l-:l;:‘.

|
ATLELTH T A ":1' ”."lh.ﬂﬂ n

but this isn't about surveillance. ™

There's only so much You can get by watiching

them Prom the outside. I've hit a point where
soMeohe heeds to go in there, I think. <

Hero mode
doesn't help here;
Salamander has no
reason to torch her

R And I stink at infiltration. e
S I'm no good at preten-ding to be §
. anything but myself.

k WEH why don’t you show me the (ay of

the landZ Then we'll see.




ELSEWHERE IN CENTUEY-

You can't Pully realize
your potential if wou are still a
slave to physical drives. That's part
oF the point.

The geal is to reach a state where
Wou operate by reason, and
reason alone.

Emotions are Por
animals. Physical
expression--hunger, desire,
pain--these are For meat.

You're past that now.

APter this, Por wou,
ecstasy will become a
behavioral cue Por
well-executed logic,
and nothing more.

That's good.
Enjoy it while
it lasts.

Al rights, T g

think wou're §

ready. Let's
begin.

7 I'mgoing to bry to S
( get us through here
A\ without having to deal
with any bullshit.

You an't like
this side.

Nope. Or the
Yards, or Highpoint,
or any other place
where they play at
being this and that
and the other ...

I try to send Ruby.
4he Understands it.
“It's just scenarios,
Leyna! People need to

have stories!"

Century Mmight
be the warst,
because--

":ft:":‘;“é :1“3";’ - ot it D all ' ¥ We know ail about
U like LAGL ... st e - Fo 3 Wour kinks by now,
. ' ; , scalehead! spare us. |

Makes me want to
JUEI:I rub |".".':"|‘3E?|p all

over Yoo ...

You know, Prom what I've
heard, you might enjoy it ...




Ok,
thunderzits,
now I'm really

gonna--

“This is Jex. She

| doesn't know the EE

rules wet.

IP there's 3
villain vsing that
asan M.O. 1
haven't heard
about it ...

e

—

o

Whoop!

Not even close.

We've got a Century
resident who seems like she's

had her mind altered badly by some
kind of virus. We're trying to 4 III|
track it down. '

They're crazy in
there. You know, Ix moved

into the robot Zone and she

hasn't spoken to any of us {5
singe ...
Well, the problem is,
when we go in there, I
have no idea where to
[ook or Who Go chase.

Try Pinding Ananke out: st
here Pirst. She vsvally knows
who's doing shit like that.
CarePul, though--she knows
becavse she does it
herself.

—

-,

I probably should have
changed my appearance. I'm
drawing too much atbention.

I bet: it's not
them recoghizing '\
wou. We're not robots, |
is the problem. This |
whole area's getting a
little bit hostile to
anyone who isn't.

More than a
little bit,
actually.

-

Got something Por
Wou thoogh ...

Skell
You rightup rosh or

\ What? Pull that shit in

bhe street ...!

Get y'ass vp
and Pix it or we
gon push more!

Hey, Leyna!

Who's your
¢razy Priend?

I messed
Lp, huh? : X
Not: as Par as
I'm concerned. I
heeded that laugh.
Anyway, I'm surprised
More people don't just
knock them into next
week when they play

_ these games. 4

side even more
rosh than
here? .
I know, right?
Bob that might not: be ™ GEEEEINE
true. The robotis Mostiy aren’t (EmEEaNTEE
trying bo zap each other in the SRS
street;. The problem is, like
Chapman said, they've
started to get some
weird ideas. %

" What bout
bhis Ananke? J

ﬂ‘ i I _: : .: ..
Mg e t'w' No idea. I don't

know her. It sounds S
like she's a villain,

e though, 50 we'll need !
B Lo tread carefully. §

She probably is
¢razy, though.

#ll Like the man said:

& They're all mad here. ,

That's ... not good.

|10 long has thab been going on?

- == b It started as
soon as the
robots decided to
segregate, after
the Sprue shook
everything out.
It's been downhill
Prom there.

P

My worry is
the people who
are actively
trying to
encourage the
separatism ...

YOou
WANT TO
EMBRACE THE
LIFESTYLE--BUT
YOU LACK THE
COURAGE!

|
|

And khere's pup
big example.
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IN ¥OUlI=w HEARTS,
YO KENOW WHAT YOLu -

NEED TO DO TO ACHIEVE A e — 7 T W ) £ <

" VOU KNOW, BECAUSE 57740 A D THE CLOSED

YOU'VE COME THIS FAR. YOU JUST HAVEN'T iy x L l.9a" - 4 5 CIRCUIT IS HERE FOR

MADE THAT NEXT STEP. AR YL &)  YOUI WE CAN HELP YOU
HAVEN'T GONE THE - y VLY iy N ACHIEVE YOUIR FULL B
- - . - B POTENTIAL AS A FULLY \ {

DISTANCE YET ... WE iy 149 D La'va — T
UNDERSTAND! ITS VERY ST UL ¥ " - ¥ Sl ROBOTIC ENTITY.
INTIMIDATING. K Y . g B 2

y

Somebody's been " el
watching too much  You've only aok

".":ﬂ'mpﬂiﬂb i H,;_:rr;.;,grp Lo Blame.
Not My Pault iP N
bhey don't realize -.\

ﬁ\ it's Fickion. ] -2 ;
. .- _ #
Let's go back to Ng -
DY our place. There's
_ £ . }\ nothing else we can _
S o T .

get out here.

What worries
me is that the
Closed Circuit: may
be doing something
EI |rtl'.'||'E More
permanent than
I'm happy with.

A

L]

I can't go after
them Por preaching
Pull robotic liPestyle, or
even Por separatism. i
That's their prerogative. Yeah

But iP they're putting Tha‘blq What
people in a situation I'm g::-m ki
they can’t get out of find o0k y

| ——

e

7 Wel,be N
|/ careful. Don't you '\

—/ get stuck in something

THE FUTURE DOES NOT LIE WITH [} gl You can't get out of. Do |

THE FLESH. MEAT PEOCPFLE ARE THE PAST. iy, we want to set a |

YOU KNOW THIS. YOU'RE TRYING TO MOVE : timetable Por JL s
BEYOND THAT. ITS A GOOD GOAL. #ﬁ}_ Salamander to come &~ Yes, I think so.

- 7 . inwith PireZ 4 Qotlet's makeit

- f

#* \ pretby long. This may |
- —_  takemeabit.

Aren't wou just
ddorable.

Now, what was wour
handle again?
Heartthrob? Heartbreak?
B Something like that ... 4

My card!
Where's my title

card? I can't--
Oh, You don't

get a card,
honeypot.

I get a card.

You aren't
anybody anymare.
There's nothing up in
there but hearts.

el e o i

o ;
S T e B

You like hearts.
I can tell.

I think we should
\ redecorate you a little.

-._n‘h_qmﬁww-bua
3 T




How dlo you
deal with all
this hair?

We've got to do
sgmebhing else with it.

Something more
appropriate For a silly
litble thing with just

hearts in her head. ..

Do you MindfZ

Let's see
oW ...

There!

Perfect.

Pamn it, I was just
on the edge, too--

But that's not My
stule. For one thing, the
robot sEUPP doesn't do anythin
Por me. Never has. I'lldo it ifit's
what a customer really
wants, but ...

I haven't heard of
any villain vsing that as
an open M.O. right: now ...
though of course You never
know what's happening
out oF view ...

The person wou
need to talk to is
Azu.

Az07 Like
“Morphic Labs"
Azu7

Yep!
gee, some of the people here got their
abilities somewhere else, but a lok of Polks come
to Century and they want to be heroes--or
villains--but they don’t have powers or an
identity or a costome or anybhing.
Azu gets them all set: vp.

Huh.
Leynaz

Haven't seen Wou since the
sprue ... barely recognized
Wou with that new look.
How come You and Ruby
don't ever visit?

I Pigure Azu
knows more about who's
operating in Century than
anybody else.

Come on, I'll walk you out a little
waus and point Wou in the
right direction.

Now go sit down
and show me what's
lePt of you.

Zee if you can
Find the heart you
like best.

You know--

= MMM~

I think you should reconsider
your hero schtick.

coohULh!
coUUR!

popol!

You're so good at this!
We could call wou "Lovedoll” ..
~=UUUUR/--

Wou could .... MMM ... You
could subdue wour
opponents ... @ Whole
new way ...

Well, T
didn't know
where you'd

gone.

I don't think
Ruby did either.

April, this is Jex. g
Jex, meet April.

'E":'r H':Itl a
social visit.

Sorry, ho.

Someone in Century--probably
among the robobics--is using
something like a virus to mess with
people's heads.

You do a lot of mind contirol, so Alicia
spggested we talk to You to see 4
what You knew.

Aw, Alicia's so
sweet, thinking of me.
She hasn't been
around in @ while.

Uh...what %
bout her? /g

When I come
back in, I'll talk her
through a couple of

climaxes,

Then I'll reverse it
all and let her go.

She'll be back
again in a Pew daus.
She's a regular.

HalP of Century is duing
to be hyphodommed. I'm
turning people away.




INTERLUDE-

SEEENE AND cORAZON'S ‘
FPEIVATE SPACE, SERENITY. —

The sprue
incursions are
increasing. They're
not getbing worse,
but there are
more of them.

ELSEWHEEE.-

You've
probably lost
some bime ...

when I tried to
clean vp the |
, pattern, I had J
I""'-.. tl'!:I s I

It's reestablishing
itselP. Hold on!

/ That had
| better be
W, Hou ...

Just give me a
second bo change ...

When we regrouped,
right after the initial
Fragmentation, we didn't see
Mmuch sprue activity at all, and
I'd hoped we'd managed to glue
Lhis block together strongly
enough that it couldn't get a
Poothold.

Now I think that's not
holding up well--

Ok, that shovld N
have closed oPP some |
of the interPerence.

Can you hear me?

Well, that's a
response.

Let me turn down the
light:s a little, wou're |
probably being
blinded right now.

" Hey, boo. Did
Wou have Pun at
the park?

Where am I7

L

You're in 8
{ medical Pacility in '@
| Serenity. You seem to
—  have gotben some
b kind of virus.,

{’ What's your
,  name?

No, use ywour
recall! That: might
clear it--

- 5r§h -

Pon't portal ...

7 Virus?
Likke the PluZ

l-.,
%,

Where's the
child?
ook £l Asleep. She ran
around the park at high
speed until she just

about Pell over. We're having a

litble nap.

You look like wou could
Mmaube use a nap too.
Everything OK? Did you

clean vp all the trouble?

Oh, yes, it's all right
Por now ... thaugh vsvally
iP Midnight has to make a
public appearance, I call

that a bad sign.

Well, is there
anybhing we can
de about it 7

Nothing I can
Lhink of. Just keep
watching Por tirouble
and slapping duct
tape on it.

I don't know if
that's going to be
good enough.

iy

More like a
[ computer virus.
APPecting wour
~ thought
\_ processes.

; o
A

. Canyou tell me

anybhing about where
I and how you might have
' o gotten it?

T
-

I don't remember.
I think ... I Peel like
something's

= L]

w ™

T




-

- Hellg!
Welcome to |
the Closed

direvit.

—
=
— I haven't seen
f Wou around
( before. Are wou
\ only recently
\ robobic?

like Ehis Por 8 while
. but I, ah, I keep

No, I've been

to muself.

. Being robotic isn i:-

45 satisPying a5 1had \b."
hoped. I was thinking of
changing, actually. Haljbﬂ

moving to the *ardu TPy /

!

being something else;{

-

But then I heard ™,
Wour person talking
out in the plaza ... 1
Pigured I'd come see
what this was about

You mean
like today®
Right now?

I don't see
why not.
There's no point
in waiting if it
will help wou.
And it will. '

w':

J
1'1#
£k
i

@ive me a8

moment to go
check on

= E"i’ﬂlfﬂb‘[lrtld

of

to f;h-a r‘rght
place. We have
just what wou
heed.

B\ \
LR

We oPPer a
patch to your
consciousness, It Feel Pree to
enables Wou to more | take a look
easily and Pully around.
embrace a robotic
r-Pﬁtu!#

:H:_.

_ Are you
. interested? [y

Certainly not
bothering to \
Mmake Ghis place ook
welcoming ... I guess
they Peel they're past
that kind of thing, but
Wou'd think they
wouldn't want to
scare off
customers ...

On the other
hand, maybe they
Pigure their
customenrs are the
kind of people who
like Ghis look ...

Are all these
people walking
around staPpz

Seems like a lot ...

mistake.

" She only speaks
Y in machine now.
{  Many of the people
here have abandoned
huoman speech. It's all
part of what they
want to leave
behind.
I just need to
go tell her we're
ready. Take a seat in
the chair. Get
comPortable.

: Ok, I may
P s P Y ' charge inko
Make it a little oF P e W : trouble
hard bo y | i S ' - sometimes, 1
interact? It dogsn't - e . ' ' - admit, but I
matter. They prefer have limits.
the company of others
who've gone Pully
robotic. They rarely
Peel any need to
leave the Pacility.

There is no way in j
hell I am getting
into that chair. <

But iP Tula's come
back on her own, that's
good, ish't it?

She shovldn't have
lePt in the Pirst place. She
shovld never have been able
bo resist the patch.
Something Pailed.

She's not--7
She's supposed to be in the chair!
She couldn't have gotten past vs ...

Find her!

Il
1



Leyna®
My goodness!
You won't escape this time,
HalP-Moon! -
My sandstorm will enguifyou!

I barely
recognized you!

o

-
.
ot
T

Why, I haven't seen you

since ... I guess it would have
been just aPter the Sprue hit, when
we were doing the evacuations ... |

J
_ How's Ruby?Z You two should come /

visit more often! , __ el
I

l]

!
s

¥ I'm hearing that \ &
a lot today.

If
Nice try, @uicksand, but it’ll
have to catchme Pirst!

» ~ You're alibble -
o e — : hard to recognize
, o B yourselP, Azv. And I wasn't
They do this ik == sure where You'd gone o
all time, hoh? ; after you shut down
- Morphic Labs.

Bub it looks like

Wou're in good cheer.
\ ‘

LiPe here's agreeing |
with you? e
N Z
Ch, yes! I'm sort -
oF like the adopted
mother to halP the herogs — ' :
and villains in Centory. Yy It'snot a who. It'sa
It's Pun. Who's your what. I can't decide iF it's
Priend? 1= she 3 a modding lab, a housing
new memben of : complex, a cult
Wwour teamz ol headuarters ... MaHhE
AR ... nob < ' all of the above.
exactly. Maybe,
one of these days. -
Jex, this is Azv.
Azv, Jdex. HMM. S0,

The woman who
' runs it is named ;
' ’ - ' ' Briset. she's not one o
f.:";ﬂgﬁ i?'tiw ) Z Mine. she appeared out
bhére‘s'gai: ko be oP nowhere a Pew
& anissue. months ago.

OF course.

A robotic stumbled into il
Serenity From here suffering
Prom the efPects of some kind
of mind virus, I don't know For

sure, bub I bhink the virus was

Lrying o make her more

robotic. And, I think, not
redlly tnder her own

control.

Look, I can't
prove anything. IF I could
have, I probably would have
gone in to bust the place vp
already. Probably would have
started a war, too. The

robotics are getbing really
really strange.

I

Can Wou think of
anyone here who
Might: be doing that
kind of thing?

Bot I don't
like her. She sets
ofF all my alarms. And I
think she's definitely
capable of doing something
like that. I mean both

technologically and
temperamentally. I
think she's a bad
PSS piece of work
T wouldn't want o even tiry Lo guess what kind of trovble she covld be making."
=" -a¥ [ p >
| {‘,{ the_ fia i!-’ﬂ.!i_ﬂ_:'_

¥ - -

f 5 .7
" L 1
- i 1
N, i ey .
- ¥ 3 1 '
. L q e, z
= : i -

T " 5

L] L ]

Yes, I know those
are heavy. That's 5o
Wou'll stay puk.

Ch shit, ib's
the chief
instigator ...

This reminds me 4
P something.

I don't remember — %
exackly what it is, but I 4
know it's something I
don't like.

I did make a
promise, thovgh. I
haven't Porgotten.

There's your sister.
' See? ’
PerPectly Pine. You were ,-|'
A worried Por nothing.
It's a pity ... ARL L iR LA i -
WoU look S0 hob like YR ~aT3 0 k0 st Foa :
that ... I'd love to W A5dan CYER Lo ol
play with you, tease AARIRO S R
Yol with my Pingers "
like this unkil You
squeal ...

that. I didn's do
anything to her sh
+, didn't want.

3N

She didn't come
here snooping like You.
She walked in one day
and asked For it. She

volumteered.

I still covld ... but

I'm soimpatient ... 1 =
have something I'm |
aying to try ovt ...

="

I realize that's
hard to believe, but

: it's troe,



You see,
people like
Wour sister,
who have this
Pascination
with being
robobs ...

What thew're really
: saying is "I want to be
O programmed. I don't want to think
ey or myself. I want somebody
5 else's rules to handle my
thinking Por me."
" 7 Idon't understandit a
bit,, but I know it makes me hot,

The
problem is, I
don't have
enough of you. I
heed more people
in My robot army!
And I'm running out
of people who
come in and
volunteer to
have their
prains

Pucked.

Bot I know
there are a lot
more stupid people
available. I mean, . Look how
look at you! 4 ./ ridiculous you
~" already look, staring
vp at me with those
huge dumb eyes. Can't
[iPt your hands, can't get
Lp, can't make any
soUNds anyone can
understand ...

You're going to
test MY new toy.

It's not as
thorough as patching you

... it's a lob easier to shake ofP

... bUt it's also much, much
Faster. Patching takes hours.
This shovld take about

PiPteen seconds. And we can

always go back and
patch Wou later.

L/ taking somebody's brain away Prom

o them. I fove to watch as they lock in
and become nothing but stupid

4 machines ...

- MMM--

B Oh, I shovldn't think about that

ol

Y Pight now ... _ A o

You're halPway

-

/7 Now we won't N
| heed any of this
\, SLUPP anymore. 4

|'. & i

" Just need one
bhing--

Oh, yes.
~=MMA--
I consider that a
complete success,

The Pake.
You Pilbhy little

1ot La impostor,

maniPest a lot
more copies of the
gun, and then we're
really going to have
Fun.

Don't worry, I'll
Make sure Yo
two don't--

7~ Bun, idiot. 3
{/ You'd betiter hope you™,
| make it out of here |
' bePore I get over to /

. bhat corridor. .~

-____-. - —

L . '."..
L

:\ __ -CLEFYs

N Ly,
~ IPIcatchyou, you're

/ going to have a new life you

Did wou see all of | won't: like at all. I'll make sure you )

that? Did you? A\ hate every second ofit.

T . That's a promise. A

— e A

I'm not going to do it that
/- way. I hate disguises and I'm @

 Very bad actor. I let, Ruby handle |
3 that kind of thing. Aﬁ
. ™
\

o | Y My data saus
[0 there's another
f ﬂ . entrance they don't use
3 much. I'm going to hack
3 ' . that and sneak in.

Y —

Also, iP wou don't
mind, I think it
would be better iP
You stay out here
and keep watch.

ey — I
i LRl
R

0

N T

]
N0
i

They han't let vs in
bhis look, tho, right ¥ Only
like robots?
—— E—— "'".-;a ““:“:‘M‘iﬁ
: o nee I\ A
We got: change? An't ,r VAR \' |
been robot wet ... ! '

o

IP I'm not back
oub in an hour, or iF
something else goes
sepripusly wrong, go

L

Anpbody you think
¢an provide some.




INSIDE THE FACILITY --.

S0 much For the stealth 4
appredch. I wonder if I can
make it bo Ghe obher exit ...

Not sure
what: I was
expecting, but I
don't think it
was Ghis.

May have to go
Pigure out a
different plan ... I N
could wander around
in here Por hours
and never even--

Wait,, isn't
that the one
Who had the

ViPus?

They're all

& leaving? Is thi
trap or

somebhing?

Wait, what's
going on?

- "Midnight involved her, not me. I bhink she's OK, but I den't know how well
Chasing the same thing she's handling what's probably pouring out of this building right now ..."

From a difPerent direction, I ‘ | -

. guess. Naomi asked me to look - $9 .

into Ghis place. :

—

Buby, what are
Wou doing here?®

Pid you see
the glowing one with
the red helmet? She's
bhe boss.

——

That must be
Eriset.

You've gob
better sources. I
hadn't caught her

hame yet.

' -

Those guns i
she's handing out
SN torn people into robots.
fR And put them under her
control. It's an invasion

B\ Force. We need to
: = - illl ‘L*-I.iq k}; . u% X
SURNOR RN RN S e Naomi's waiting Por
APPSR A NS ey word, and I can probably
G072 SRR N A R L B round up some obher heroes ... K
SRR R PO\ NORS.  110u'll need to go geb the
A0k NSRS S Jumpers in @ hurry ...

Actually, see what you can
do without them ... I have a e
diPPerent approach I need to Jex I
chase. IPIcangetit bo 4 Sbanding watch

happen, it'll solve all this. «§ ovbside. Grab
F her too. ,
| An't know where Buby

is, and han't time go back
Serenity anvhow ...

Wait.! "
|  What are wou & | /'  uou're brave or
S going bo do? R S | cpazy, but I hate to
; AW || See you try to hold
. Bhem off with your
B bare Pists.

... COMe 0UE got guns, gon
shoot up Polk ... Wou got
heroes come help, right.?

7 None these
: { Polk han't Pight
Just about every o Por shit.

hero in Century would '

take on something if I

asked, and some of the
villains too ... but I don't
have a way to signal them

... it's hard without the

phones ...

I'll need to go see who
I ¢an get in person. It
will bake me a bit.

I've got some N
things Iying around ...
how, let me see ...

some will likely show vp
by themselves. They do
that. And thew'll recognize
this as a threak.



INTERLUDE-
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EEP IN THE EASTERN BEACHES OF THE YARDS. WITH ERI'S cOMPANY, MEADOW HAS BRESUMED || : - , o o\ g

B MISSION, WHICH WAs INTE | & | & Three houses
. 4 il - i and a halP-sunk

ﬁ"i}'
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A v
J

I # #:’r 'r..r
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&

o
i
oy

. "'.""'."'"r"'_ ?
4

T

[ "ou'llcometoa °
\ village,” they said. SEESEUE
e, -y~ Does this N
count as a
village, You
bhirk?

F

Hello?
Anyone here?

Hewu!
Are you stupid or
what? Get out of
the open!
Beez 7 What
are Wou doing#

@et inside!

Why #

The stalkers!
Don't You know? . Wi,
e Two Pauns in
MY house? 1

don't think --

We're not
Prom --

-Il'lﬂlélrlg ':ah I'IN'E 'ﬂ':lj.qlllg

‘..1.—-_ e T

No, Redy, don't! N

There's two of them-- £ N i

Leave her
alone, you
MER 5-&?!":".

i)

T —— R T T ———

s
o
i

_ 'f

E ; i _..- - 3 ': - .! _ I ) II'::| b . . -.-‘.I ‘ _-I_'_"_;_'h_ F-ﬂ\'ﬁ’b-ﬂatl 4

i 1_ And nobody's in them.

N
by |

Pon’t
tovch melf

AN _ I BT /
R S Gl B -
i ™y L d | i i ’
,'i._/).—»—i § 4
; o L Ty )
i i

Oh, shit! R

]I.ﬁ'a"'r'gr EEEE, .IH.":'L"E;". .




BRISET'S ARMY IS ON THE MOVE .- . iy ¢ -_____.--""""

4 re not listening, Sandy.
We' ing to have to
them in their tracks ...

S

\ Han't ask Por no
ePPn name ...

all $

" Arights.
3 That works.

¢an even
Lhrow, these

Lhings on My -
hands ...

Two
: villains and someone
['ve never heard of, to take
down all these robots ...
where are all the big
hitbers? 4

_':-: Li' .'-'T f-r £"l




sorry about
-

i A L

bhis, sandy.

Too many!
An't gon work
just two of vs!

Need more Polk!

N, :I:I_:It. -: |:15FIEI

What the |
Fun and

this i serigus--

st Rightup slide.
s Han't got space to haul --
i

.




I've got bo get a
hew Gitle card ...
everyone always
reads this one the
Wrang Way ...

Everybody drop
Your guns and
surrender?
NoZ

.. it Was worth a try.

Oh, hey, it's
robot mother's
little helper!

Azu told vs she seb
you up. Nice kit!

Borry it book
0s 3 while! L

7 Glad Por save ... sbill
lot of them tho ..

Pon't worry.
I'm pretity sure all we need to do is
hold bhem back a little bit longer ..

I really do
dppreciate your help,

Well, that went smoothly. Monica, especially on

Pleasant change. »  Don't underrate wour data wonk. o : m v
Y IdentiPying everyone who had the virus and DER IR EiCe . hﬂava‘irﬁ:faiqhsﬁgé ?:L;aur
I'm Pairly good ab this kind of thing, and I _ - J& " happu to be,
couldn't have done it nearly that Past. I AR ' . =

Any time You
~ need something
I covldn't have done it at all : here in ﬂentur!_ql
Without Wour permissions. ' A - just come ask.

MONICA BABKER CREDITS LEYNA WITH ENABL.ING HER T2 FUT HEE LIFE BACK
TOSETHER BY LEABNING THE TEUTH ABOUT HEER MEOTHER'S DEATH, IN ISSUE #24.




It's so
difRicult without
the phones. No
one can get
anyone else in a
hurry i they
need to.

@Eoing to Azu wasn't a bad
idea ... but in the Putiure, if you
run into trouble in Century, try

Pinding Naomi here Pirst.

Wish there
was at least a
way to check

Messages
without having

to recall ...

b
7 Not that Jex had
{ any idea where to
L Find her. But that's
SRR, easily Pixed.

We looked into that. It turns
ovt that's just as much a
network-required Peature as the phones
are. Unless we can get the network up
safely again, which doesn't seem
likely right now ...

2o you're a
data genivs and I
never knew that? You
woke up all the people

And then half
oF them will just get:
it again if we're not
careful.

I know you didn't have any control
over this, bub I wish you hadn't
interrupted their leader as well. I'd have

witih the robot
virus?

I'M no genivs.,
= Bub I interrupted bhem,
Wes. That needs the

liked to have a discussion with her.

" At least.
permission of the bed -

owner, which in Century
i5 Monica Barker.

gpeaking of
having trouvble
Pinding people ... I
could have spared all
oF wou a battle if I'd
been able to track
her down
Paster.

I didn't inberrupt Briset, actually.

She didn't qualiPy Por the criteria. She never |
gave herseifthe virvus., .

And that'll Pix them?

They'll wake vp -
very conPused, but the
interrupt will have reset
their mental state, so no

She got away while You EEIEEEE
were all still reacting to the R
inberrupts. 3y :

just go right back into
Sleep.

“I've arranged For & Priend of ours to keep her out of trovble For a while."

You khow, You give
WourselP away.

People
always do,
though.

You take the things Prom
them that you want Por woorselP
... bhey lose volibion, and Wou keep |

it all ... won't let them have
pleasure, but You can ...

I thought we
Might talk a bit.

i
|

K It's not just about the thrill
of having total contirol ...
- MMM -~
... I know all about Ehat ...

One day, perhaps, ’
I'll teach you how to
behave wourselP, and then
Wou can go be a dom again.
Maybe I'll even give you
Your name back.

-
T M

e

—
b

But Por now, I'm
spre I ¢an Pind all
sorts of things to
: B keep you busy.
Part of you is ) \
scared to death of ‘ Now, come along.
becoming that ...
becoming some machine
that can G'Hfgj Pollow
somMmeone else s orders
... can't really even : .-
think without - - - = N .
instructions ... - : - -

-
| o
|-
.| 3
But the other part ‘ :
oFf you wants it badly ... 2
the other part of wou N
knows the troth, knows ;f'
exactly what wov're /g .. {
hiding Prom. _  no, I'm nob--
Just accept ib. ; 3
Be what Wou've always F 5 _ B , - 4
known you are inside. _ : et . 4
3

s nevr- 2TROME DRINK

NALAE LINPPENISE



