... LNOWH her since wWe were

both kids. I don't think there's

Maube ...

M-EIHE'E
what?

anybody else I'd trust to
sUggest a blind date ...

I think your
hose is
swelling!

Are you
having a
reaction to

somebhing?

I, 0h...
I Peel weird
all --hhh--
allof 3
sudden ...

5 there ...
~=Hhh--
is something
‘-"IIFG'I"I'g With MY
Faces

pin e gppt Y ean
'|II.1_th.: Hlll'l"-‘-.

"‘.l'" '__’.--

.'.-'n:-::-:'i:!' “||! . 2o, -
gty L $="
“:. ll.. l;_:"."lrl d}?

We need
ko
hee
get You some
hee hee
heeelp!

I don't ...
-~hhh--
I don't know
what would ...

What's ...
hee hee
what's

heeepenning?

g

hiyok
I can't stop
b YUk

s ";i:f- h
&- ]
S

Bub I'mglad I
did--I'm really
enjoving tonight ...

Me too!

And I was
wondering iP
Mmaybe--

Hee hee N
hee hee! |

No don't
YUK/

HYuk! hyuck
hhMUCK hhhh--

-
e - -
il _'1.-‘--
T
-
— .—l
= -_
= e
. =
 — -
-
- i
- -



{*’"Ea I don't guess you P core T dol é‘
h, FEM’E.ﬂI‘leF JliliE e P Hl,-E'f iﬂ-ﬂ.ﬂ I“Eéégﬂi -"'-..-.1_
' | withyoubo trytoget) &
\ tome.AcovpleoP / i
. times.

e,

_—

— LT
_—l—h
=

( Jenny, right?

]

J'Hfr.‘_.—._-_‘_--““-“'\. ’
« B
4 Ch...wel,lI'm \
Flattered ... I'm
sorry Lo just come Go
Wour place, but you
know how it is with
messages, sometimes
people don't see
them Por ages ...

— J
o

I was a little
worried about N
coming ... I didn't
want Lo see You and,
Wknow, relapse ... but it
seeMs like it Paded
aPter I sbopped going
to the club, like Wwou
sdid it would. RS

Not: only that, :
the club's gone now ...

Not long bePore the

the picture. ... I probably

shovld have sent

Wou word of that. £

I'M sorry.
JENNY AFFEARED IN ISSUES 22, 25, AND 27 ... BUT
HAS MEVEE BEEMN CALLED BY MAME BEFZEE THIS-

== =

-"IH-

/7 Right? |
(I did kind of think
\ "oh,no,whyisit
N\ clowns again?" /

o e

el

Bubit N\
{ wasn't me
l:a changing, thank )
\  goodness. / ¥

o
d"
— e

—

No one else in
bhgpbar' was
'E": -; .-'"I
d ted >

E e e

No. There were
Five other
customers, counting
me, and the
bartender. We
were all Pine.

Once I got MY
head together, I
went oub to the street
to see iP there was
anything I could do to
. help them, but they 4

were gone. 48

Mmade Wou decide to
5 come tell me
about bhis?

THE OFS BOOM.-

I don't actually
Mind our having a
reputation as the
troubleshooters of A4, but
I Peel like we need to keep
expectations pretty low.
Sooner or later we're
going to hit something
we can't solve.

This might be
one of those
Limes.

]

W
M

Especially
since ne ohe got
the names of the

Vichims.

[ can't track
someone iP I
don't know who

to track. Likely we'll have to

wait uhtil it happens
again and hope we get
mere data.

o Jex, I gotta
Y know--do Wou hang in
the skeevy parts of
Serenity becavse Wou're
more comPortable here? 1
mean, does it Peel more like £
what you're used to, or 4
B something like that?

An't the place. N

Least an't think so. \

ik TR e Han't miss Awake, )
Tl"-, -_'"'1__-_'___'_, _r_-l__.:" 2y not Por that.

"y in
T

Some them in the Plash

\_sides haz me little bit.

S Might be Polk, tho.
( y

—_—

y i g, T = \h"‘"--.___‘_‘_________._._,_.-r'"# _'

oy :

A I."." il s R iy, e 1 F

and we caught Melinda.

gprue. she's out of & =

otk

.

" iy,
/" @lad to hear
\_ it though.

~ OK, 50, last
{ night I was at the
\ Sidebar ... Do you
L know it?
AL
- {,J*" Yeah. Never
\ actually been in it.

TWo WoMen were
together at the bar.
Everything Pine, they were
having a drink ... then all of a
sudden they both sbarted
. ... Uh... changing.

T

-,

Their noses and
ears got really big and
they started laughing.
Like, they couvldn't stop

[aughing. They covldn't
do anything else.

—-..q

They turned into
Clowns.,

All the way, aPter a little while.
Makeup on their Paces, and their
clothes changed. They
completely Preaked out, and
they both ran out of

the bar.

Y @Glad you didn't Preak
out. I covld see where
that might give wou nasty
Flashbacks ...

Well, you know, N
the last time we
[ saw each obher, I
didn't know who you
were. But then the
\  Sprue came, and
there were the
rescues ... & .
ot L
= i‘ i ‘\\"ﬁ.
A

You look fﬁt‘.ﬂ. *';
L .
y
. / 2 .fﬁ

it When weird
things happen,
Pight

i
A

Yeah, I guess I do. Me
and a couple of others.

Not that we planned it that
wau, you understand.
Anyway, it wasn't a bad
idea to come tell me ... buk
there might not be a lok we ¢an
do. We'll keep our eyes open, and
that may be it, nless we get

[ueky. Or really vnlucky.

Yeah, that's what [ was
thinking too. I just Pigured I'd
stop by and let wou know.

And where are
Wou off bo on bhis
beauvtiful day?

! It isa
beautiful day. You
should get out of

this dungeon Por a
While. See some

sunlight.

I'm oFF to Pind
dex. It's a training
day teday.

o B

Pon't F—’arget
our dinner
tonight.

Jex is perPectliy
welcome Lo come, :'f’ She
doesn’t mind being odd
person oub.

Goin that--
| need to tell you some
8 Prom last night. 4

Was in one of them,
walking, just seein out ..
passedbyabar.. 4



“Han't hear them From ovtbside ... was gon keep on, but saw some big rosh ..."

| ; { (4
Y s Y s
4 | A -
. > P . y Jp = N <P
4’ ) b, I b
i L | ':.. | -
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-

' ¢
™ &
HA

W RS’

Laughing big,
but wan't happy
... could tell.

Went after. Figured

could help, mawbe. Han't
Find her. She hauvled
rightup quick.

You're the second

{ report of that happening

Prom 1ast night. There were
two others, also in a bar.

Where Wour bar is has the

Nowhere near wours.,
older style streets and
e commons, and it has a lot of
Y voah W places to disappear. But Where
. bhaii asam _ the Sidebar is, there aren't
/' to want to go all that many. Too Plash.
oFF and hide ... I} LA
guessIcan't §
blame them Por [ .
. bhat ... makes | 1l r
i\ them hard to | IF they weren't
B Pind, thoug B together enough tio recall,
e i S and they didn't want to be
' seeh by anybody, then
they're still trying to hide
somewhere in that area.

I know we're
sppposed to be
training today, but
how would you Peel
about going to poke
into some dark
corners instead?

/' But that does Y
S\ give Me an ided. &

]
L i




Actvally I don’t
like the Plash parts
either. I don't know
Why people want places
that: look like you can't
do anything in them
except shop.

What kind

) A 1
But I can also see rosh's this?

why people don't want
back alleys ... unless
thew're looking Por
somewhere to hide ... \
Han't none
hiding in this
ohe ...

I thought they
were Eupharics, but
now I'm not sure.

I'll explain later. 3
It'll take a while. )

Qan't expect to
geb lucky on the

irst trg- Q'Mon,
let's--

| ook Por You, isn't it 7

Hello! Why did you change?

I'd like to tell you
about achieving
perpetual bligs.

y
. J(
i \J_‘ L; ]
III M J:-_ ..a-"". ""l.k
A - i PO
T—=" There is I
\ no need Lo
il { | L] + L] "u
gt continue in this
syatem around ug when
for no effort you can

hawe euphoria af all
- times!

JI--"""-.- "“-., I "-F‘-_-"‘H‘_. 4(
" ""H"' e
‘-

e
or= . -
- — N

LA
[ believe you must

be confusing us 3
with an unrelated /

group. l i

|
You've gob to gy I Vi } |
be at least HEE )
somewhat related. TR/ Biae | |
You use a lot of the

-
ATl ...

"""""n"v'e‘re ot in the
\ Markeb. Trust me. &

il
Well ... yes ...
but we don't care for
» Lheir methods and do not
: recommend them.

. -
W 4
’ W Q" Er ...
7 And what do \2_ £
they bhink LN~
* . about You? SFm—— Nothing good.

B — _ Gobit.
; | .

7 Multiple
( Pactions of
them ... berrific.
\ Leyna's going to £
b have aPib. Lome

"'I-‘_‘_ _..l".“

.!' ”r..r"r'-'-
lll'

Slow vp!
\ Gon tell or what?

el
-
Hang on.
IF YOU'BE NEW AND, LIKE JEX,
MNEED AN EXFLANATION £OF THE S~
EUPHORICS, IT'LL HAVE TS WAIT

UNTIL- A FUTURE ISSUE. BUT
DEN'T WEOREY, IT'LL HAFPPEN.-

y hyucs

Do You hear
soMething? 5

DR. cHAPMAN'S MEDICAL FACILITIES, A WHILE LATEE.

Here's the other 7 @uess we should go
ohe. She wasn't too [ lock Por the one Jex saw,
Par Prom where we /—_\\ but she has a lot more
s Pound the Pirst. 4 places to hide.

o

-""'--..._________...-""F"

Same extreme
: physiclogical ;
changes as the other.
Rapid, too, iP this |
happened last
hight.

g7 Between this @

and the robot virus, '§

Wou've been bringing
me interesting |
challenges lately /

but: I'd like tio
remind you that my
qualifications are in
psucholegy. I didn't

study much physical,

. medicine. &

- Actually, :

Y they don't really

: \l bother to teach
\ physical medicine

\\ anymore. g "
. R il




ﬁnf:alt an
| mind trouble, in e
Hhere,bha?

Yes ... but that's meore \
7 philosophical than practical, It
may all vicimately be in your head,
‘ but what we have here is

mamPe:i:.mg as physical symptoms. [N

I can't help them mentally ... I
don't think there's anybhing to
“Pix." dudaing Prom their
reactions to vs, they're

' Pairly locid. 0
'; . My e ( .

At any
rate, there's
hothing I ¢an do Por
them except keep
them comPortable and
monitor For
complications,

This was almost ™

certainly algorithmic. They)
consomed or wore or L

\ activated some item-,,_...--"

_-"f-.

T
i, ——_

e ,:
Theae changes ara

_ g very specific and
‘ Tﬁr5 is )R well-planned. Whoever did this :I

' lueid? ; knew what they were doing. I |
s : Theg re unable bo \, \, Suppose that's what you /

EGMMUHH‘E]I'.‘.E but again, b need to look Por. .~ e Mthnugh r hat‘-:‘“‘“‘x

/ that seems like more oP @  \ b= : 2y '_ ’f jomping bo this kind of
physical block. Imagine you were \ / conclusion, but especially
| poisoned and wou couldn't talk given the symptoms, I
becavse You were going into wonder iP you should talk /
 anaphylaxis. You wouldn't be . N bo Forbes. A8
\ looking Por a psychologist. / 3 e e

. —

A You'dbe looking Poran /£ ki e T 1 A
' antidote. 3 - T ‘feah. Idid ",

B have that )

thought. 47

=
| -
. &

| o

A\ Forbes? S &%
: h —7 That's another

/ one that will take a
while to explain.

i
1 % (L#l_qna should we just
| \ ga try to Pmar her
sy \~ right now? y

Gon tell me bout
Forbes on way?

You go. I have
sgmebhing else to
chase. As Par as I know,
there's only one top-tier
algaribhmist still working out
of gerenity ... and we
. haven't spoken to her in
S 3 long bime.
Oh!
Yes, that's a
good idea.

Jex, who you
riding with?

"
S

Though iF you want
one of the inPancy
ranges you do heed to
reserve several days in :
advance. Toddler we can concerned about

= : ; ; : el o B \ baking care of
dﬂ on @ walk-in 535‘5,’ - 0yl \.  people.

N

’h*
WE r#cmm#nd et ¢/ Not t6hat I'm

You do toddler your ( trying to recruit

Hil —— 4 . 7 A /" Ithink you'd

Welcome to Littlespace!
Are you a new customer? We |5
have appointments available /2
at every age range ... £

be a great
Mommy. You've
always been

Pirst time Wou--though we do
 anyway. \  heed more
o MOMMIES ..

: _F_-'F:-.'I_T 1§ ‘
' \

k

Oh, wait! Are you , ¥ ;
here to apply For a : . : Hello, Dina.
MOMMY position? You r 4 "
look like You'd make @ LRSS
good MOMMY ... 4 ;

3
h ... Lreally
doubt that.

E "I‘Ma Priend of bhe
: owner, and I need to
“ _ taktoker. N8

..-""""_H_'_._._-_‘_H_‘-H"""--.
o .beendoing T
/amazing. I mean, it doesn't
'|‘ gﬂt‘- the same crowds Bliss did B
.. but on the other hand, it's

—-—-—'___‘—'—-—._
— You should by ib, YoU
ﬁ/—\ “know. It's very relaxing. We have )
: . Teah. You might have had some customers who think it's 4
: to close Bliss down even iP the . better than aspaday. =
\,  ‘supervised and not aprue hadn't happened. I admit, . - 2 N
I~ addictive, 50 . \ bhis Peels a lot wmrﬂeg bo me . "?;éh T 55-5__1
f "““'-f—-—_-—f—* . but also a lot saPer. '
: T L'_h'""“‘*x..,‘ day doesn't mess '
g g ‘ | ") Ty gnub,I expected bo see you with My head ... I don *-"

\  sibting in Pront of a console! think I trust anybody |
B ] < enough to do that. No /

S,

= . nPPenﬁe-‘\d
> Dina's been 1N ; Oh, none

canwnf‘mg me it's : taken! h
good to take % /It does dePinibely need a \

N\ downtime. £ [ob oP trust. That's why
i g we're 50 careful about

hiring and trainin - -
_ R, #_g A ' /. drawhy we

have a Mommy
\ ﬁhartage
" ‘fa

r---ﬁi'gh e

Yeah.

—

Anyway, what's pp?

( IF you're on the trail of something
N algoribhmic, I didn't do it.




, feah.
( Desire and
. imagination. _/

o,
"

~ You knew
what I was Iwas
going tio kind of hoping
answer. A Wou wouldn't,
¥ 4 >, though.  op Weah, :
— 7 there' 5 bhis new evil
genius” is much ﬂaaaer)
to handle than "could,
be anybody."

: It's gotten a \
whole ot harder to
Find and deal with

I don't know iPI'mon
the trail of anything, that's ™,
the problem. We've got two people *]
sUPPering Prom somebhing that
we're pretby sure was
algorithmic. 4

“ IPthat

J'" 1"1.

Wwouldn't have to be, | 5 ~— \ Tt's ﬁepre;ﬁmg S
\ Mot these days. < > people .
b _'.,a- -..“#__
Few years ago was j iy
impossible without a xuﬂgal:ﬁgr:aa{r: jﬂt
" 1t's like they ;
[ just have to want it

3 . ‘__.-i"'-‘--
Jﬁ"'\ No . pe::p[e who just want
p- are doing all
kinds of stUPP now J depresses You,
Jot 0P algorithm {f e/ . ) i -
hard enough, and be
able to envision it

" but, You know, they | b0 make brouble.
brammg < BN - My - _ 1 3 e R
clearly.

/" T've been meaning ™,
to send You a }
L Message about it

_u-'

I didn't think it was
Wou--For one thing, it seems
deliberately maliciovs--but I was
wondering iF you know of any other
W\ really skilled algorithmists working
N out of Serenity right now.
™. Becauvse Idon't.

/T

Oh, boy.
Ok, hit me. /

>

P el woo never did 4

: ell, you never did %
/ r#vahe my Pull access to the
( network systems, so I Pigured I i
. Might as well keep an eye on =
. them, just becavse. -

Could it: be the Sprue? |

I'mso g!arii Hou
sdid that. I was
worried vou'd think I ot at all. We S

7 We didn't revoke it P
lost MY mind. f("’ know it's an \

on purpose. Use your )
\ powers only Por good. ,

e,
-

avkonomous process of

some kind--that's just

about all we do khow. We
.~ have no idea what it's

o

-

Anyway, the X

- hetwork's compiei‘aﬂ!y
down. What's to

Monibon?

capable of.

“someone.” Tww:e 3

== C:i
Also, you said A
5&methmg" and not )

I monitor to make sure N
there 5 still nothing to monitor.
That. 5 the problem--there has been.
I don't need to tell you that -
There's evidence that something has { iP it /s bhe Sprue, aﬁd it does
been trying to reactivate the ,-“ N Peactivate the network ..
nebwarh Or at least parts aP rt = il
— ———
... that would be™
really, really bad. |
Yeah. /

""'!Theg! haven't 5u¢ceededh’“ \ - s _ —
/'yet, and I don't think they will,\ - \ - n -l
Rt Daipn s o b on. ) — In several different ways.

1 ﬁiﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬂfﬂ;ﬁ%a You OK with continving tio Mcrmbam )

get deep eroughintotry. /| i WERERL ] at

\3? . d__a--"'"j ‘_‘ 8

B ™
T,

sure, ~
I Il let: you know iF anything r‘hangei 3

oy i
- i R N

f - I ~%> i
" 80 bhis skel did big ¥
slide, just bout tacked

whole place ... 4

Yeah, she was
actually pulling it
apart. Building her own |
reality inside of it, kind [
of, with all kinds oP bad S

TN, consequences.
¥ We managed tu:r ) @
i/ shutit down, and "\
then she was ina coma §
Por a long time. Dr. J
Chapman eventually
managed Lo pub her
back to gat.her

"1-_

. There was a lot
d waﬁg%ﬁiﬂgga of discussion. But we
"4 Pelt we couldn't leave her
-_‘f_'-u e like that. Aiso, Chapman
s S, kind of cavsed it in the
S\ first place, so I think 4
s e she Pelt guilty. 4%

Anyway, Forbes
promised she wouldn't
i make trovble. And she hasn't
.. nots directly. She talks
others into making it
instead.

il

goin to her e,
_10¢h? " ahe doesn't Ul
o haveone. Like Y
Wou. No Pixed

- — How we Qﬂ“ We wander 4§
S e — - SR Pind her then? [/ anound areas she
i o . = - L likes and look Por
e BN@ strange things
- - ; s A happening_.!___ -

e
= T
- . —

THE EFFECTS £OF FORBES' DISCONTINUITY, AND CLOSING
IT, ARE THE SUBJECT OF #lY-1o. THE AFTEREFFECTS ARE
DEALT WITH IN TEO MANY ISSUES AFTER THAT T2 LIST.

/" You win, Ruby Martinez! '\
You've Porced vs Barkers to
?eb rid of the bed Pees.

hope you're satisPied. /

| 5N o B " 40 now we can all
L4 =) h A, %W [ ¢hange and rearrange
; i, S S Bhings to suit ourselves,
the way wou do?

Hooraw!
We will have a new era
where everyone isn't
constantly struggling
just to pay you.

Don't be
idicvlovs! We'd never
let: you do that. How

1““*‘!
SN\ Would we keep control
: over everything?

Now people in
Sleep will get to do
the things they
want to do!

It would be tioo dangerous!
What if somebody made
something we don't like?




LA eut Wou Made a promise/You
sy 5aid You would make this a betiber
place! You're just doing What the
4, Barkers want you to do! You're not /
' actually on our side at alll .~

OF course not! I'm
powerPul. Why would I | ' . .
want to share? LI . 1 -y sl 15 that the best
: . : - L Wou can do?

Might: as well build QR
d booth andputona B Oh, o, bhe Spruel
: . Kow bhat we have to start 1
puppet show. o +3'-'£:"'51t-hing ovE .i-s-ur'el'tj we'll S
; 2.7 do it diFferentiy, right ¥ AR

No indeed.
We're going to go to a8
lob of brouble to make
sure ib's jusk like it
Was before,

They're stupid. Ay £ R ! RN '
Thew're all stupid. You -y . L S Why do You
have to make it really J : e e W Y stay in Serenity?

easy Por them, and even { There are zones
then, most of them _ , , £ RS R Where You could make
ighore it. ) B F age g T all the tirouble you

- ‘1 }!‘ .\' s
e . e
> Why don't you go 8
/ down there and tell ":;!_'f, - You still have bo grind and ™,
[ everyone what you really ) - grind bo get anybhing good.
\ bhink oP them? That'd go | . nice bhings will &0 '
N overwell, Ibet. ) - better go sell

—

-f ;‘-.- -‘--_
-~ o

4 " ird I Wou &Y o eak -‘-""-.
7 You know, I don's "\ : or o st hing e it e, )
! believe Hou ack Ua”ﬂ 3 | \ we'll hunt Yoo down. ____,_,..-.
want to make anything |
better or help anhbody
redlize their potential £
s Or any of that. 4
B, o
w4y )= < | : 7/~ You haven't
Sl |7 - | vnlocked that )

! ﬂi

~ s ; _- s Cubscene.
7 You like to think you're : ' ]
some kind of activist or
something, but really you're
just bored and more than a /
little bit maliciovs.

THE USUAL PLACE.

“You haven't : i
unlocked that 1t's not bhat
cutscene.” exciting. she just

knows she doesn't have

I swear Well, if you'd like to to Highpoint or the Souk
that is actvally khow Ghe answer to Your they wouldn't tolerate 1 i
what she said. I question, I think I can give her ab all. : would be worse

have Jex as a Wou a good guess. IP you becavse she wouldn't know

Witness promise not to what would push it boo Par,
' consider it a —— A S8 and then one day the boss
proPessional ] there would just take

opinion. 3 her apart.

The Cobbles

In Century there are
50 Many peocple doing so
many disruptive things
that she might not ever

get nobiced ...

I was thinking
the Yards ...

But the Yards are
S0 spread out ...
that she might not
ever get noticed.
There's no public
b, COMMONS Ghere.

She needs an
dudience.

Anywau, she's not
responsible Por our current
thing. I didn't even have to ask.
IP she had been, she wouldn't
have been able to keep From
gloating about it. Al right, here
We go ...

7 1 covld try to Set her
| vp with one of the
& theatrical groups ...

LOoU LAUBENCE, RUBY'S
USUAL FPEODUCER AND
ASENT, AND LEYNA'S

SIGNIFICANT OTHER. LOU'S
BEEN MENTIONED A CLUPLE
&F TIMES BECENTLY, BUT
NEW BEADERS HAVEN'T LAID
EYES ON THEM BEFORE NOW.

You think You're

kidding, but honestly, this
isn't bhe First time ['ve
wondered iF the solution isn't
just to Pind her something to
dao.

Yay, Pood!
Thanks, Shan.
I'm starving.




A=
e

" Everything all
right, Jex? Is wour
Pood OKZ

You can't
possibly know
that. You haven't
touched it.

Buby, you said were
hungry. That Por real?
Not yankin me?

E‘an‘t know
why I'd lie
about it ...

Han't been
hungry since I
got here.

¥ Honger is an

_BLAVISM. e sty what T
B, was going to say. y Ok youtwoare
o = S going to need to explain

bhat in English.

>~ You'll probably pick
it up, though, when you
Find some things here Wou
like eating. You decide iP

that's good or bad.

Aright. Add
it to list.

List of rosh
shit they an't tell
You about When
come in.

Han't get hungry ...
han't need to piss ... han't
need to sleep ...

Coh, don't let Zoé
hear that last one.

You absolutely do
need to sleep, and I
wish they'd add a
stronger warning about
it in the orientation.

It's a good point,
though. I don't think it
2 ever occurred to them to tell
- newcomers these things.

. Especially now that there
o are so Pew.
INTERLUDE. i v
THE SOUK. light is the path that is

without sin! Your wicked
waus are keeping You in
darkness!

-

We can guide

wal
Houuoou

9

You want to do itZ

No, no, Wou
go ahead.

All right,
well ...
Qur bodies are kept
Ped at all times, so we
don't actually
experience hunger in
: the "I need nutrition”
sense. We only
Lhink we do.

—— ]

What we think is
hunger is really just
eraving the experience of
eating Pood. The tastes, the
smells. It doesn't have
anything to do with
needs. It's a8 want.

Jex, no oPPense, but I
don't think any of the Pood
You had Awake could have been
very compelling. What: do you
call the stuPP the Barkers
dispense out there?

= .

apack. : Right. No
Flavor and not visvally
appealing, as I understand
... Wou ¢an't really have
hunger the way we have it in
here iP You never bePore ate
anything worth

hungering For.

;! The orientation in the

Y recall space isn't likely to
change. It would take a majority
oF shareholding Barkers to
approve a new script, and we
don't even know where some
of them are.

The message about
consulbing with the
Pavghters of Sekhmet: only got
. tacked on becavse it was
g considered an emergency and
two Barkers decided to abuse
their abilities in order to
get: it in there.

We could probably get
the Davghters to revise
their orientation ...

Might already in it.
Han't got that, so an't know.

Oh, right.

You were

kidnapped

bePore you
could ...

THIS PANEL MAKES
MUCH MOBE SENSE IF
YOU'VE BEAD #30.

We don't come to scold You or punish
You--we want to help wou! We want wou to
achieve salvation, to attain the light! But to get
there, You Must give up Your licentiouvs waus!

It

-
Your Pornication will destroy you! -y
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Honestily, I don't think
I have enough brain left to
think about the clown
situation right now.

Want to get together
Lomorrow morning and
start Presh?

We have to
assume none of
them have their shit
together enough to
recdll, obherwise the
other two probably
would have--

Don't know,
but my radar
says it isn't
good.

The path of
sin is the path of
light! Without
wickedness we
Pemain in
darkness!

You

can't just
Mess With
people like
that arovnd
here ... Hou
need to vndo
it right
HOW ==

aure.
Come Lo my place, so that
Jex can get there.

And what =

are you doing with ™

the rest of ;our
evening? £

I have
patients,
Premember?

I don't think they're a
danger to themselves
or anyone, but I don't
want to leave them
unsupervised
Mmuch longer.

You'll have
to take a
raincheck.

Don't Poliow Me, ou
lumbering idiot! Go deal with
bhe ohes chasing ve!

-0
What are
Hougggah

My
&

I don't know what
that means. Must have
been after my time.

You're not
asking if we have
sex, becavse you've
guessed that, and also
that's kind of a low
bar in A4.

She's a Priend, now,
and I trust her. We
conPide in each other.

But iP you mean do
We go home to each other
every night, depend on each
other, that kind of thing ...
she's not: that type.

What bout: you?

I uvsed to think I wasn's.
I don't know anymore.

-
.

We want to help you
attain the light! We are
ready tio guide you!

Embrace wour salvation!

i
i
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Come along now. )

J Hey, wou
want to go see if
we can Pind the one
You saw get
clowned?

I'm not ready to call

it @ night: and I've got
nothing better to do.

Aaaanhl/
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Don't just stand
there, lump!

Keep these Pools
out oF my way!

Where are w

aregweit

I don't know, Tabe.
How would I possibly know?

Never mind that. ¥
Where'd they go? Do
Wou see them?

Hey!
Hold on @ second
there ...

L.ady, watich out!
she's not herself
Mght now.
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Was that
enough to

knock wou ovk
oPitZ

I need to hear
something besides a grunt,
Crel, or I might throw you
into a wall myselP.

Yep.

This chunk of the
Yards collided with
us. It should still be

contiguous--you

You probably want to
go ahead and do that,
because they vsvally driPt
apart again soon after the
should be able to go A collision, and if you're stuck
back through the on this side You'll have to
ruins, portal back.

Thanks.

Thanks Por dealing |

S\ With Crel too.

: Ok, s0, our vsual suspect ” » #
/~ didn't have anything to do with it ... and ™% i

| we know, unPortunately, that it could be just ) 1

\_  about anybody. Asking "who had the / ==
- ability" iSn't going to help. __—— fouTe the one who

— S

that time?

\ e
%

Tack's anything that gets
You tacked. Wasted, drunk,
stoned, messed Up.

il - /" Writes crime plots ... how
E\W did You describe it to me

o Don't thank her for
that. I'm going to ache
For 8 week.

Motive,
method, and
opporbunity.

We're noti going to S
get anywhere with
mobive. Do either of tihe
other two sound

promising to you?

Maybe!
Remember,
Chapman's sure it's
an algorithmic

She means it was
what they drank.

Yeah,

Yeah, I'm Pine

... 80 MUCh
damned Puss
the time ...

all

Just need
a minvte to ...
Lh ... no, don't

help or

anything ...

I'm
guessing the rude
cobra woman who

ported out is the one
who messed with
her head?
She claims she's 1th
the leader of the snakes. %1,1
I don't know iP bhat's true. B
I do know she likes to '
make trovble.

Uh, 50 ... where are
we? And do Wou have any
ided how we gob here? We
were chasing her through

aruin and ...

You're in
Serenity, and it
looks o me like a

data collision.

That
happen a

lotZ

Not: 8 lob.
More oPten than
we want.

The
blocks of
data are ...
well, theg drift.
Serenity's like a
big ship with no
engines, just
Ploating aimlessly
in inberspace.
Sometimes tihe
blocks bump Lp
against each
other.

It wasn't like
that once, but the
sproe destroved all
the stuPP that would
keep it Prom happening.
Ask Lewna if you want
the boring
details.

Y .. Hey, @
Sy do you mind iP NG
Wy we look Por your 8

8 clown bomorrow?
x I'm really

0\ exhavsted all of £
o 5 sodden. 4o

& ) T — ~
- P .

-
- -

7 There've been Pive ™ P
cases so Par that B Five?
dnyone's bothered to e

: Qe Last I heard,
\__ tell us aboot ... 1 there were

’f"— : at 3
D three. /| Timp W

VRN Ves. There Sy
- wﬁh were bWo More Ny
/ casesinathird N\
( location. Same night: as \, \
.| the others. domeone told
@ina and she told me. |
| Sorry--I didn't wan to |
\ Menbion it 1ast night. I/
\ Wanted dinner tobe /
= socidlnot /e
. business. "

e

No one's

Pound those two

viekims yet, by
the way.

The point is, all three of
the incidents happened in
bars. Seems to me like that
¢an't be coincidence ...

.:‘..

%\ Exactly!
Wl { S0 maybe iP we go visit the three

\ . bars, and Pind out what, those

L B\ people were drinking ... 4

- e = n,.’_‘.pl-
; I don't khow, Leyna.
Most bars serve stuPP Prom
standard maniPests. It's the
same everywhere. Nobody
B\ bobhers to invent their own
b special booze.

S,

- .:'-E '

e

7 Well, we also don't
really have anwthing
else to chase. 4

... I'll go puts
S5oMe Shoes on.,




THE PEIVATE SFPACE £OF SERENE

BABKEE AND CORAZON ESTILO- |

There
are mauwbe six
people who ¢an
even get to this
door. One of them's
already in here, two
wouldn't bother to
ring, and one of
bhem is--

You've met Corazon. Cora, You
remember Pauline Barker.

The Woung
lady is Dolores,

Lor, say hello to
Pauline.

It would probably be
good to tell another
Barker. Just in case. This is
the sort of thing that we
used to make grovp
decisions about.

-

7 Leyna and Buby
know, but no one
else outiside this

household. Truth is,

it's not just secrecy. B
I don't see people S8

b Much anymore. 4

= e
don't ... You

Pauline, you know :
It's been ages! When you

I'm thrilled to see ‘ Hou
Wou ... but where split ofF your Zone, I didn't
have Wou been? bhink that meant we wouldn't
have any conbact. I was just
about to put you on the list of
“Barkers we can't Pind."

I know. I'm sorry.
I've got a ... well,
let's say I get really
caught vp in My
liPestule. For long
periods of time.

The Yards mostly
take care of
bhemselves without
needing MUCh Prom me,
and it's been good tio
just: be able to ... ah
... lose MyselP.

20 ...a8h...
bhe child is
Corazon's?

Both of ours,
actually. since
Wou last saw vs, we |
have become a |
two-mobher
household.

don't need to
do that ...

Lor, why don't
we Pinish reading
the story in your

room, OK?

And neibher of ours,
Though it's not as
complicated as that
Mmakes it sound.

It's no problem at
all. Trust me, Yoo
wouldn't get a lot of
conversation done
with Lor in the room.

Wi
_-_.l r‘."" __ﬂ.r '-'..'._F, :
F ":-';._‘_,_-- e e

S

"The problem was a newborn. Everything was }-‘fne medically, the whole pregnancy had been monibored, bhe
birth had no complications ... bhe bedders moved the infant to @ growth bed as vsval ... and then went to

nobify the Mother in Sleep so she could pick up her baby there.

"They covidn't Pind the Mother. I Mmean, of course bhey knew where the mobher was physically ... but they
covldn’'t locate her sleep presence. She was nowhere. This made them very nervous; they didn't want 6o
inkerrupt the mother and tEalk bo her directly, Por Pear she was in an unstable mental sbate somehow.”

This would have been a Pew
months aPter the Sprue, so You just
missed it. We'd Pinished the rescue and
restoration operations, and you'd
gone off to set up the Yards.

I got a notification that
something had taken place in one of
the beds I controlled that the system did

50 You
adopted Lor.

Not Pormally.
There hasn't been a
heed. When she gets
old enough, she can
decide Por herself.

She doesn't call
eibher of us "Mama."
We love her and she

loves s, but it's
possible we're just

Lemporary
caretakers,

not know how to handle. An
inbervention was requested.

HM.
I hope it works out well,
however it Works out.

a0 who ison the
“Barkers we can't
Pind" list:?

il

f_,,s*" Well, let's see.

7 Hawmilton is in Serenity
somewhere but won't check in
... EZekiel is in @ small Zone of

his own, apparently, that we're

hot sure how to get to ... No
one khows where Clayton
. i5,0"cares ...

i l~I

But the big
/ problem is Josiah. He
/Was unresponsive even
[ bePore the Sprue. I think his
private space is Ploating ovt
there by itself
A | somewhere--with him in it--
il '\ and heaven alone knows how
we'll Find it, unless he
does something Prom
his end.

"We Lhink the mother Pell in @ hole or was
eaten by bhe sproe. All the people who have
are unfindable like that--they're not dead,
we don't dare interropt Lhem, we don't know
where bhey are, and we don’t know how bo
get bhem back. We Mmight never find her.”

And we may need to Pind
him, because bhere may come a
time Pairly soon when we need to
get @ quorum, Whether we're on
Priendly terms or not.

Ad is not stable, Pauline.
I suspect Wou haven't noticed.

Ah ... possibly ot
Unstable how? Is the
a__ Sprue resurgent?

I'm not sure that's
the right word. It never
actually lessened. We've
only been Pighting it to a
standstill From the beginning.
We can't Pigure out how to get
rid of it, and every Pight it
Wins is ground we don't: gain /4 S
back. When it eats data, £
that data is gone. A .
ﬂﬁﬁh«_ _.___,..-" '*_-~. e
Not only that,
wehavetodo O\
ﬂ#eghing about block ’
driPt. I'm told the Yards ‘wa
collided with Serenity again
last night. We Pigure there's a
collision bebween the large |
Zones about once a week, [T
somewhere, Mostly they're 4
just an annoyance but
they weaken
structure, too.

I'm not sure what
to do about any of this,
and I seem to be the only
Barker besides my
davghter who's
bothering tio care.



Look, I got Ruby Martinez! Can't tell you
enough to deal with ‘s p : :
in 6his place Withoot Now, iP bhey were e i gh‘"’,i’;f“a?i ol khes
having to remember regulars, I'd remember say ' abous it, but You need to
What people were bheir usbal, but they aren't oo Ruby come back and balk to
drinking, OK? weren't. Never saw Martinez? Darnelle. She's the one She'll be in tonight, iP
bhem before. gorry I can't be T , who served her. Wou want to stop by.
more help.

Everybody Don't believe everything
knows Ruby? she tells you--

All o Ad was
coming apart and we TR
were trying to save what we N\ |
could, while at the same time |
o trying to keep people Prom Palling inbo | 1
interspace right and left. We didn't ||
“ have enough people tio do both. We
probably would have been a lot worse
i OFF, but Ruby--somehow--managed tio
shove a lot of data blocks together
and hold them that way. By
sheer Porce of

. personality.
Some people know her Prom our work '

dealing with troublemakers and other
cleanup, but most people here
remember her Prom just after the
sprue, when she was
amazingly Fabulous,

Well, you see, Ruby's
reputation precedes her, at
least in Serenity.

She also
rescved alob of N\
people. There was a pnmt
where she basically was ]
the rescue ePPort. |
Nobody could keep up /w,
with her. {.
So she's kind of a

celebrity. I'm glad it's
3 __ v

J
2
-

her and not me. I think
it's betber to keep 8
low proPile.

-

Ch, Weah, I can tell 4 " They tried that guy's booze. N ] L § The guy is trying to sell his awrl i
You exactly what they I'm sorry I recommended it to L.d : _ D™ (inc o handmade whiskey. He poured N
drank. I was the one who , them. I tossed the rest of the bottle. | SR 3 sample one night.. It was pretty good. 1 1
served them. Legrh Sncwr, NAg0 & e being dks, ; =1 told him I'd take a botble to try o0t and /

but I didn't want to serve it to : =k & see if customers liked it.
. anybody else, W'know? And we only 2 -
. had the one bottle anyway.

i e

e

" The shot I tried didn't do
lr’ anything horrible to me ... then \
\ agaml he didn't pour that Prom the /

bat-t‘-!ﬂ he lePt with vs . ,—

"HI’-.-.-

¢/ ...1bhink you
( were probabl right
\ b0 6055 the bottle.

“-..

"That gui's e
bﬂﬂﬁﬂ‘#

11

;- WHat s the guy's ™
" name? And is there any ‘*:I
chance at all you have an )
'x,‘ address for him?z ./
—_ B
A Ilove it When we ™~
Find someone who's
pawing attention. Makes
everything s¢ much

i Yeah, and
s This must be that must be him,
the place. leaving.

Forget it,
he's oub of here.
We'll have to get

Lo him some
other way.

Wou, Wou know.
¥ He took ofF as soon
A @5 he saw your
A Pace. That's what I
N mean about
hotoriety.

N Yean, well,
o I dign't ask
: Por it..

Can we talk to you
Por a second?




Hey, we Pigured
out what's--

Huh.
Where s she?

INTERLUDE-

Never mind
that. Where
are the
patients s

They're discharged.
Released. Under their own
recognizance.

They were
completely back to
normal early this
Mmorning.

It turns out--1 know
this is a bit difficult to
believe--that they were drunk.
I realize that normally being
drunk doesn't come with
physical alberations, but
that's what this was.

It [asted longer than
intoxication normally would, unless
they really did drink a lot, but apart
Prom that ...
They were drunk, and when they
sobered up, they reverted
phusically as well as mentally.

Well, that's good
news Por the ones
hadn't Pound yet. .

We

L-'E'tr Me QUEE‘E
Someone was making
very special liquor?

Yes, and now that
you've told vs that, I
Feel a lot bettier about

MY plan.

Which is good,
becavse I was a
lik&le bit worried
about asking Jex

to volunteer.




An't like look L = Bub '.w;a
SoMe else. : L S Y Me:

I khow. . . |
But we don't khow = o= An't good at
whether he saw you this. You are. / We don't
before he ran. . II.-"' have a good way
| oF dealing with
|\ peoplewhodo 8
0 things like Ghis. §
I haven't changed h Never have. g
much. Just a libble bit in —
the Pace. I want to make
) & ! L el
ﬁé@%&@ﬁﬂ? 7 IPwe do decide
- A Y We have to deal with
him then and there, it'll
probably take two of vs
to get him into a loop,
where we ¢an hold him
P until we Pigure oot
" And Wou what to do.
don't know W
how to do it
Wet.

You know, I think I'd
better change wour hair too.
And I'd like to put Wou in some
difPerent clothes,

No skirts.

I promise.

Got be cho let s i i AR -y = - : :
HOU do bhis ... Ao - N [ ) . 3
. -y i Y e - e Say it the ———=
_ please. / |

q
‘J

#Hﬁigﬁﬂ.—r
Ruby, this

" ; arem‘tg—fﬁﬂ "tEa \ .
. - ﬂ'ﬂ'rﬂ- O Work. J %
ﬁﬁ" going bf__. -:r .. .

i =y e

| ' I think it will.
" Look, he can't be thatk
dumb--he knows he's only got
PN alimited time bePore people
Aw, ¢'mon. You : L A N connect the dots. He probably -
look good. That - L e §| wanbs to get his bad booze into We iust need
hairstyle looks ; E ' . as _‘E"i”t" hands afl F‘F‘Eﬁ:b‘fé to be él:.]g to get a
great on You--4ou . |  Derore then. ke ll Wanito /' pottle of the stupP
ought to think A W b D¢ 'EEE you want some o gingetly Prom him, 50 one
about keeping it. or your bar. of us ¢an try it and prove
| it's him doing it.
Otherwise there's
still doubt.

- - - ) What worried me
: Y vcche e e v
HP;E i!': s doing this to - SOME G-PJr't just to MEE& Hou ~&lh
b was. people, Jex. . - S Op. But now We know it L And it he does do %
= s we; - wears off ... that, we can bust
N 2= et hit right: then. S0

R 1111 [1Te

-

even iP it doesn't
work, it does.

“Don’t worry. We'll be close by."
x ha

hd
haad

haha ha
. hiha ha ha
—— | ik

Ok, T've Finally /7 This is it. The

got it ... : _ / permanent
| version. This time
. it's not going to
N, Wear off.

Hold s&ill ...
get: these ofP
easy ...



No one would want
to go to bed with me.
That's what youv said.
Remember?

Well, now no
one is ever geoing
to want to go to

bed with you.
Ever.

Hey!
Your arms
aren't--

You're going to be
this Preak Por the
rest of your--

How the hell
did you get

loose--2

You don't know what Throw shit at me?
you're talking about! Gon tack your Pace!

det away!
Get away!
You have ne right to--

You an't got right
do that to Polk,
skel!

Well, they say
ho plan survives
contact with the

Enemy. Where is No, don't ...

she Z Did she Han't know .. r Wou can't -~

¥4
leaves? let her loose then g1
skel came ... T

Yeah.
Jex, this wasn't
quite what we--

Got fadyover there on
table. skel gon &ry make
her clown permanent.

~~Choke--

You bitch!
That was
hhhee
that was the permanent
hee hee

Ohgod ...




Han't go
slide iP cho
cabch skel
start ofp.

I...didnot
parse that at all.
Zorry.

She means ...
Actvally, no.
Jex, you do it.

Uh ...

The whole mess
wouldn't have
happened if this Fool
Pigured out he was
the problem before
Mmaking trouble.

Better? . yeas
Thank yav. Realizing wou're
the problem is
somebhing none of us is
very good at, but most of
Ls don't decide to wreak
havoc just because
we're lonely.

e
.

Take twice long
Wour way tho.

——-—'_______ _______'——-_ f_,,.-—-—"'_'_‘_ o
_— Yeah. When his victim From the 7~ Don't worry, N\
~~ Wwarehouse recovered, she said he'd been N we're looking into it.

keeping her on the stUPP Por days. She was the S _ Bub ib's messy.
\_Pirst one. Apparently messing With her didn't_ T
~__ 500the his hurt Peelings enough. A\

The thing about the
intuitive algorithmists--the
ones Who just make algorithmic
items by Porce of imagination
instead of writing code Por
them--is that their stuPP is
almost impossible to
reverse-gngineer.

sorry, but
y going supervillain
becavse You can't geb
seX ... I'm not real
-slglmpabhetlr: to the
guy, is what I'm Reverse-engineering
saying. was already a pretty
2 rare skill. I have a rumor
about some people who

. -;—7/_"""9“:19“\~ ' " eandoit ...

am I, but you " ... bUE We're
know we really ) . not sure how to
shovidtry to Find them
ONdo it Yet.

7 We can't let: him
/ Wander around Serenity
{ like this. There's too much } RN | M.
| chance of accident. He's not Well, there's no reason he
\ pauing a lot of attention / can't stay here Por a
. bo his surroundings. ./ while, I suppose.

K, done with
bhat, got some
push now. Wan't
gon 5ay in Pront

% of doctor.

" An't like how Wou bwo just
throw me into shi.

Y Har'l t ask come Sleep to
be Slide Fixer team all time.
"Who you ridin with Jex?"

y Maybe an't ride none!

/ Mqamght [ady did it taﬂ “Ch
hey Jex, go see Leyna ..." knew
|. would get. sucked into robot
slide! Didn't catich Gill later.

-..“‘_

-

-

“Learn how do this, Jex."
“Talk like Sleep P—sih, Jex."

Tryin train me, be rightup bout it!
Skel shit's hazZzZing me big.

7 1 don't Peel like 2 Fp;&ﬂfgﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂfh
we've exactly made a [ L8 _ 5 T Awake?
big secret out of it. Ay o '

3
‘\i’ '55' And rt. o
A seemed like You :
e didn't have a problem Wi ams
B going along with it. I ';‘“ .
mean, I khow some of |

& s
W
. 9 -
" We think you .
" would be good at It wouldn't
doing this ... W have to be the
whatever-it-is & only thing wou do.
In Pact I can
guarantee it

Han't even 4
Pigured iP stay in |

Sleep yet! 3‘7
L\

- .'
I||I

e ure an' ready say
| "do this now on.” Han't
\ kMow What want to do.

Maube an't do none.

wouldn't be. Only

person in A4 who

does it Pull-bime is
Sal  Me. Ruby's got
two other
careenrs,

T that we do.

”~ Midnight: can be pushu,
but she wouldn't have thrown
Wou into the robot thing Lnless
she thought Wou would be
interested and would be a
help. Which Wou were.

) You can always say no.
- Every time. You don't want
o _*‘* to do @ thing, nobody's going to

e make You.

£ ; , But we can vse all the help
: we can get. b



MEANWHILE ---

THE COBBLES, LATER THAT NIGHT.

-l

r

Did you have a
good time?

Oh, yes!
Thanks o0 much Por §
taking me. I know
| You've been so busy
| labely, but sometimes
I do get tired of
stawing in ...

I start to worry
when I Pind you
sitbing in the dark.

4he Was with Ulster, of
all people! ... iP she ran oPP
on me bo go be with him , I ...
I don't know what I ...

I saw her. In the
Cobbles. Less than
an hour ago.

Well, there's
not: Ewe of her.

I certainiy
hope not.

... Why! bhe look?

il I bhink Someone Must be
trying to poll something.
Maybe not: Por vs--

I don't care
what the scam is,
o who it's meant

Por. Find out.

I came Lo tell
you that I just
SawW her.

In Serenity. Less
than an hour ago.




