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g\lge?uwamr_

We're
entering their
territory. Look
sharp, Now ...

A SCHOLZEN S&@UAD (5 ON
ENE ©OF THEIE EE&ULARE EAIDS
UPON THE DELP ESTATE-

THE SQUAD'S MORALE ISN'T 600D ﬁ
THE LAST TWO RAIDING PARTIES N4
HAVE NOT COME BACK- '

... What the hell
are those?

I don't know
i cibher, but they're
d solid, aren't they?
Hit Ehem!

Pamn you,
Piengsi

I'll take you all
myself if I--

can't ...
get close
enough ...

The new shadows are
tremendousiy ePPective! Not a
single raiding party has gotben This is amazing.
in, nor escaped ... We've gone Prom in danger
of being overrun to nearly
And the dePenses impregnable.
we've added to our
outer walls seem to be
holding back any direct
assauvlt. We couldn't
have done it
withovt the
Order's help.

And now it is time to
begin repaying vs Por it.

STORY AND IMAGES BY TRILBY



A BEAUTIFUL MZRBNING IN SERENITY

--- PEEHAFS SOMEWHAT LESS 52
HEEE IN ONE OF ELUBY'S SCENARIC
STAGES-

7 Might just
L wear efPn
. box.

e

rl"

o8

Thanks, tho.

Did real
skelly stUPP
with necklace
on ... liked it.
Had Pun.
Bad.

{ Wear one on
" head too.

7 hw, come on. You're N\
BN improving. It's just |8
S\ taking a while. 4

Han't yank
me, Ruby.

o han't do norne ... han't
ﬁ Mmake clothes .. han't
h  Make portals ...

7 EPPn snot elf han't
~ [ believe it ... "what you
— O\ mean, han't make clothes,
- bhought were style ..."

Hoped after
necklace, could do
better, seein way

how and all ...

You khow ...

7 I still say you N
{ don'tneedaocf
M boost to do any of |
this stuPP.
But ....

We have talented N
Priends. They could
probably make you

% another necklace.

doesn’t vse
: Pauns as its
\ powWer source.

Tl . SRS )

JEX IS REFEREING T EVENTS LAST ISSUE ... AS IS THE BEST £OF THIS SCENE. i

Put some on gain,
who knows what.

But you didn't want to
change them into monsters
just becavse Wou don't
uhderstand whi they play
bheir games.

You haven't seen
Leyna nag me about not

wanting te do anything, but

I'm sure Wou will. She
doesn't let vp.

\

It'snota
tangent. Trust me.

I haven't told
Leyna why I don't
want to go out on

Missions much
anymore.

~ I'Mbored as hell
7 With most things I do
around here--I get bored
pretty easily, just like
Wou--and I like screwing
Wwith people sometimes.
Maube oo much.

I Pigure I'm just one really bad
day away Prom disappearing into
the Yards or somewhere during a

Mission and becoming an evil wit:ch in

a castle and not looking back.

That's a big difPerence.
And while you wenre contirolled
does not count.

Might big slide.

You weren't in your right: mind!
You can't assume Wou're going to go
all evil-villain whenever you get a
little power becauvse of that!

S L Fy

Buby, lot skel
bitch said ...
sound like me.

She han't get
Polk want play
ore or Paun or

{ Maybe skel

 bitich too.

Now got me real messed!

Thought: You were telling me doing

o5

witich stuPP was aright 7 Now
sounds like sauin bad?

You gon run off play
witich ... Think I should
too? Sauin OK or what?
An't getit. _— I'mnot telling you
~~ adamned thing about what
Wou should or shovldn't do.

I'm saving I realize very much that the

W temptation exists, and your Pears are
b,

legit. And @ good sign, by the way.
. Becavse it means you have a
conscience.

b

But I also think that
learning how to maniPest

going to put much temptation
in your path, o You should
shick with ib.

Absolutely Pree.
Have a great day.

Ty

clothes and cast portals isn's |5




Mmmm/
Is this extra good
or what?

No, I really
think it --

Lhhh --

You know, I
redlize anything
¢an happen here.

You think it
tastes better

becauvse you didn't

have to pay
anything.

Cops!
Brain Preeze!

Least there's no
question where the
problem is.
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Funny --
Hey!

-- heg pee --
You've gob
- 3 -
You've got ice
£ream on your
head!

Yeah!
-= hd hd ha --
and it looks
really dumb!
-- hEg ~-

swirlbrain/
-~ hee hee! --

Mintbuib!
-- had ha ha! --

o

3 Hello!

Why not: take ofF those
helmets and have some
delicious ice cream?
It's Pree!

You must
Lhink we're
really stupid. ,
et
e '--.,__“1‘
/" Fun's Pun, lady,
( but now it's time to )
\_ Undo all this.

",
L -
e

Must be <
out cold ... her
little shack
disappeared.

EPPects .
didn't go away,
though ... and
since they're
probably Prom
eating the ice
cream --

Algorithmic. §
Yeah. Our
disroptors
won't help.

Leyna
shovld be in the
ops room right

now ...

You go.
I'll watch
everybody.



ice creams

Ok, but ...

You think I could make it up?
I'm not that creative.

You're
serious?

Buby could, probably.

Well, I'm not sure
what I can do. We may not

even be able to hang onto the

trovblemaker ... iP she's smart,

she recalls as soon as she

comes to ... e
-1 bhink Gina was
planning on Zapping
her a lot.

Hope she doesn't Pry the
woman's brain.

We can't undo the
ePPects if they're algorithmic,
and you're surely right that they
are ... even the person who did it
probably can't ... all we can do is
wait: and hope it wears ofF like
the clown whiskeun™ ..

Gina and

gorry Por the sudden S5
Eﬁperan*a work wmh and

change. I hope it didn't ¥
startle you. .

Thoughj
really, at this
point, there's no
reason I couldn't
tell bthem.

I Pigured it out.
But ... ah ..

By any
chance, did Buby
design that Porm

Por You?

No, I stole it
From her,

p— When I began
working with Ruby, I didn't
want to tell her who I was. I
heeded another identity, and I
wanted to pick one she wasn't
likely to encounter anywhere
else. Something hard to

impersonate. I was monitoring her

private space at the time,

and saw her design it Por her

scenario with you.* sorry I

p— 1 st kept
vsing the Porm
after that.
I like it.

-i'. P

S WAy Eﬂﬂ.‘i IN ISSUE #."-:"

First ofP, the
Woman's hame is Braga.
Braga Bradamante.
No joke.

... even
putting aside any
personal objections
I might have ... it'l
have to be
‘equivalent.’

I had to

R

never told Yyou. -

We've got to
stop being as
¢avalier about
inkerrupts as

we've been.

They're an emergency
measure. A last resort. And
they're not without risk.

Remember
the other day
when I was
sauing how we
urgently need
better methods
Por this kind of &
thing?

It's been a problem
Prom the beginning and the
situation's gotten much, much
worse since then. Now just |
about anubody can walk

We need a way to
hold them, and we
heed a way to
punish them.

Interrupts are a shock to the
brain. They can cavse memory
loss, cognitive damage, and
sometimes even coma.

It's a small
miracle we didn't see
more ePPects when the
Anomaly Patrol was
interrupting people left
and right: hundreds of
times a day ...

Anywau.

hear my name?

RBuby will be here in a

Minuvte. Make sure Wou

No get her to Pill Me in on
: whatever I miss.

Net enough of an
emergency.

I'm going with 'Ranza to
round vp bhe victims and put
them somewhere they won't

walk into a sprue hole.

Pid I just
Oh! Hoh.

Talking trash

I didn't know you were
visiting, Pauline.
Nice to see you,

about me?

And where's
Leyna?

Leyna had to go

deal with a

problem.

She said you should Rill
her in [ater.

e —

I asked Pauline to come
becavse I know you wanted
more information on the
sibuation in the Yards aPter
your recent adventure.

5> While you r-? g

here, Ruby ..

( Pauline, do you mind iP I f

\ﬁ%

-t. ( Uh-oh.

e ¥\(

ﬁﬂ'f-

—_

I was asked again
about Zinnia James.

You and Leyna tried to trace her in
the Souk, Pound out she'd been
\ thrown o Highpoint ... and
then dropped it *

give Leyna
access to Yards
data, and then we
spent twenty minvtes
combing location .
\ history, to learn that.
We aren't as ...
structured ... a5 4

you are. AN

-

r]ll

w #1
g
i T PR |

W Mostly we like it N0
that way, bub it's N
got soMe i550e5. She |
shovld never have |
gotten as Far as she did|
without someone calling §
it to My attention. I
mean, I grant I'm hard
ko Pind, sometimes,
but ...

The problem is, we
heed someone in the Yards to
keep an eye out Por trouble like her
and, ideally, take care of it.

We need your team.
Oor its equivalent.

We're stret.ched
way too thin as it is.
Hell, #}uu can see that

Leyna's so0 busy Pighting
Pires she couldn’t even
be here Por this.

You need ... ah ...
local talent.

i

I agree, but it ~<
isn't an easy bill to
Fill. Not only is there a
trust issue, they need to |
be highly proficient
manipulators
themselves ..

... or at least
very good at
resistance and
recovery. Yeah.

I don't know whab s

60 tell wov. I'll keep on

the lookout Por
prospects, though.

Hell, just disrupt ail of them.

Snap them all out. Tell them all to recall.

Whe are you,
and what have
Yoo done with

o

e L Ghink we can saPely assume
e overybody on the Scholz estate
except the ones at the very top
aren’t there of their own will. I
don't have a problem
interPering with that.

Serene®

OK, but; if Brendan |
ever Pound out you'd
authorized it --

What gives you the slightest %
ided I give @ good goddamn what

Brendan thinks?

We're Palling apart and Brendan is ofP
plaving king with his little grovp of

cocksuckers --/

She was
kidnapped by Scholz’
people. Thew'd have changed
her t.o one of their damned
chess pieces as soon as
she got in.

80 We go in
with goggles and

scan evervbody, hoping
Por an ID, while at the
same time not getting

caught. Could take

days -- if we can do

it at all.

We don't have a
portal into Scholz
terribory, and the one set;
portal we ¢an get to goes tio

nevutral ground in Highpoint. So we
vse that and hope we ¢an sneak

into the &cholz estate ... or we

get Leyna to run a blind portal

into hostile data, which

Might go realbadiv.
A J % I Peel bad,

but it's just too
big a mess.

* [SSUE #31.

Wouldn't
have worked
anyway.

IP you Peel that
strongly ... I might

Mass disruption, have a way.

Leyna's mass revert tool,
even Mmass interrupts ... all those
would need to affect Brendan's
beds, and would need
Brendan's consent.

s

e
It's still the

person-bu-person
approach, and it's skill
going to take a while, but
We ¢an cut back on bhe |
risk, at least.

... I'M S0PPY.

It's not Wou I'm Yelling at.

And iP we wander through and
disrupt them one by one, that's the
same as your geing around Por days

with the ID goggles.

I'll talk to
Leyna about it.
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FOR THOSE WHS
HAVEN'T MET HER YET
== OR THOSE WHE
HAVE FOEGOTTEN —=

THIS IS QRCHID-

Thark oo, \
Jasim.

il E———
L pp——r————y

O I .

ﬁ"‘"‘“---' Zmmaan
e [o

iullllililii E i

BUBY BESCUED LQRCHID
FROM JULIA GREENE'S
EFFELTS BACZKE IN ISSUE
#1l. THEY BECAME
FRIENDS, AND
SOMETIMES LOVEES,
THEN NEOT FEIENDS,
THEN FEIENDS ASAIN.-

SRLCHID 15 NoW LIVING
HERE IN CENTURY-
EUBY HASN'T SEEN HER
SINCE THE SPRUE-

Orchid, they said?

Po I remember you

Prom somewhere?

MEANWHILE, BACK IN SEEENITY ---

il -_-‘-"'-.
“ @envinely ™

I was in the
Hive, Ms. Laval.

7 Call me Jeanne.

@lutton Por

punishment? }
I thought you
had good ideas.

Hab Wour Pavlt about what
\ she did With them.

~~ Han't
,' Pugurﬁd Where 18
Pt is an

curious, no e .
. Cribicism: 5
o s ;::— .

— E_..-
Al

y TJ:: Wou rerluﬁe
/' to get a personal \
space becavse it
\ Makes you harder

N, toPind?

We tried to Pind a
Missing person in the souvk a
while back. It turns out that the
same two assholes who tossed you into
the Scholz estate did it to her too. We
 really need to go get her out. But it
& calls Por an infiltration, and I
need help.

H What slide
HOW Z

,ﬁ

7 Now, why
_k would You say
that#

”HIH uame "x
" Pind me train or
™\ slide. Did training /3
diready.

Y Telime Y
" wrong.

= Sigh --
.. You're not wrong.

Y apecial not Por blue
gueen lady. Gob big

push that skel.

Yeah, she's 3 real piece of
work. But don't worry, "bait"
wasn't what I had in mind Por you.

Wouldn't ask wou to do that again, :

not after Honor Delp.*

going to get to throw with
Lady scholz, but Wou'll get to
help piss her off. .

# TSSUE #30.

>

|-

I'm not saying you're =-"=-.-_.*; :

But, listen: I haven't Porgotten
what you said.* There's no pressure
here. I mean it.. IF you don't want in, you
don't have to be. I just thought You
Might be interested.

# TN #35.

Lo
Tyl ol LY

-

rm"-‘lh_-';- I‘m‘-".'-.'l':l-

¢ Aetoally, it
was. But I

appreciate the |

bhaughb

i ——

i i

~ It Wasn't always like this. T~
vsed to actoally do stuPP with ™

/" people. You know, Pon. Lewna and I are
| Supposed to be Priends. We talk about

socializing more, but it never seems

_ to happen these days. __!_..a_f'
y —— Ithought Pora .

" Wwhile it was all me ... I've
- gotten so tired of thmg5
</ especially aPter ... well, never mind.

Anyway, a lot of it turns out to be
Leyna. she's very invested. She thinks
\  all of 5erenity is her personal
% responsibility. sometimes I think
. she bhinks it's all of A4.

Youhan't think so,
. tho. Why keep on it?

o/ 5ame \l
f. aga:ﬂ Whi Me'f;

i, S

.

/7 8kill han't do none. No
good. Why not Leyna?
A Or it ladies? '

7 You're not going to

[ need abilities Por this
, one. We've got a setiup
ready to go.

o
S

> Yes, I could get
Leyna or the dumpers.
IF wou say no, that's
probably what I'll end
Lp deing.

ps

This project doesn't
work like that. It's a
different approach ...
and a safer one.

Among other thin gs,
that means you won't just
start right away. We have to
Pind the right peopre to put
together. You'll go on a list.
You covld wait a Pew days;
You could wait a year.

Let me show you
around, explain what
we're trying o do, and
then iF wou're still
interested, I'll sign
Wou up.

I don't know. I
guess becavse
ﬁabcrdg else will.
or can,
sometimes.

-

|

"H or mavbe
o it's just so I'll

ﬁ have something
2
5

Lo do.

e

And
speaking of
that ... /

e
T,

-

But iP I do, it'll be a lot
longer bePore this can happen.
They just have too much to do.

N Serenity is getbing hit by o many

things these days ... especially
all these 4prue incursions ...




Pon't try to
run! You have
Ho Wh =g f_':,-_-;' -l::'ll' ':'.'II

Thisis
: & your Pate/Accept
o L , ! it! It Must all come :
Jbringbhe & | “—  apart! The void will
inevitable! ¢ s (__ claim you all!

What do you mean, She's not of Highpoint, . :
Wou do ﬁ#tl know? Your grace. The right

honorable ... ah ... =

Ruby
Martinezz=

She's not T
You're sure?
I E}::pepr:t
better Prom : . :
wou iP you ever I would know if
" want to be ahe were.
promoted!

15 she
hostile?

g a‘l; I b = i_‘ lr

. .h"'-u‘ ’
=

A vital part of
your job is to know

An emissary kind of
thing. I'm representing
Serenity.

Serenity is no

Priend to Highpoint.

And wou are no
Priend to this
estate.

Well, we're not
exactly enemies either,
though, are we?

every noble in
Highpoint!

... Well,
she's not
carrying any

_weapons.” / Very well.

Open the gates.

A ...howdo I

announce her?

Make something vp.

The Pact is,
there are people
in high places in
Serenity who don't
know what to think
about Wou. They just
don't have enough
information. Only
PUMOPS,
It would
dePinitely help our
diplomatic relations iP I
were to get to know
Wou better.

Possibly Much
betiter.

I was hoping to
impose upon
your ladyship's
hospitality
Por a bit.

[

I'M nob sure that's a ...

¥ What could
it hort ¥

Mlow me to sbay
Por a Pew days, your
grace, and I'm sure by §
the end we'll be very S
good Priends.




INTERLUDE.

THE SOUK. THE MOR2CEL CLUB, RUN BY THE DAUGHTERS OF SEKHMET - -' n & Hou bhink they were
SERILLE, THEIR LEADER, IS GETTING BAD NEWS FROM EMILY, HER LIEUTENANT. | BN, taken. Bub by whom? )

— !

i & b 4 . . Well, that's the question.
[ Three gp \ ‘ _ ) . ' - : There are rumors about @ woman who
\ bhemz ) A _ = 4 " ~ T wanders around the Souk aPter dark making \
- RS e \ \ [+ - : : trovble. Ienc-ﬂuntered one of her vickime a I-
' oy L : Ly while back.® But no one she picks on /
7 youihe supe? B & al : : . _ _ reMembers much about her aPberward. /
I'I THEH cﬂutdﬁft ha.u.-E ;‘_':. rily - £ il g g . . ' TH'EH ﬂﬂﬁ tll E'H’EH ﬂE“ECF[b-ﬁ hEF‘ -'._,.a-"".

| : - i ] 5 =t = _
\ Pallenin @ holeZ (NS S _ . P ' g -

—— e ——

e n T iy

* [SSUE #21. - : B
~~ There's someone I'm ™~

¢ going to ask, though. She
h sees 3 lot of things happen
. and nobody paus muoch
“._ attention to her. A

/ “The street
| cats know the

\ 200k better than
A anybody.

/" 1'd Pind it hard to _

believe one of them 23 ' (
~ Palling in a hole, let
., dlone three.

Poor thing. I can't untangle

her brain. I think she'd be

. happier as a kitty, but she 4
N\ rePuses the idea. ]

E 1—-"""'; : ‘ b
.--a—-"'__'_IIl r— - ; i ‘f

=

| ~ You'll need to be
" And none of them ' \ careful approaching her.
{ Were Unhappy with - _ \ She's scared of vs,
| their positions, as Par TSI

{ -
\ as I know. Yery much _ <
\_ the opposite. Tknow.  \ !

gl | 1 I certainly can't do |

it wearing this. _;-"' i
e

7~ 'l go out in plain ““*:F‘ -
\_clothes around sunseb. 4

e
",

ey

ﬁ The hard part will be Pinding ﬁer 3

/ lalala
L lalala

|Ti_ l‘_

|'|' 3 _II,-I
K% 0

AAAAN!
|_'I:|:- |5r4|_.l|
Don't .m :Jﬂ |.=1ﬂy,;"

It's 3
5U1"FJ".F5€.
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AND NOW BACK TO SUE PESEEAM.

Not @ very ‘r‘ou:re
excibing tour, not very
I'm afraid. subtle.

It's a big ugly
pile of stone.

Like I said,
the whole castle's
a big ugly pile of
stone ... and it isn't
that way by my
choice.

This is the
one room in the
place that looks
the way I want it
Lo look.

Brae, bhis is
Ruby. She will be §
our guest Por a

' ' days.
Was there any Pew day

other part of it you
& wanted to see?

I didn't get §
the impression
You were
interested in /8
spbtlety. 4

You'd better be
really good.

You're
-= MM/ -
You're not: going to
send her out oF
the room?

Do I get to
see what you look
like under all that

I like to
make her
watich.




( Oh, it's sill )
_really early ...
/ Brae, do tﬂ-:?;”"n.~
|’ have any idea

where her
‘x grace is?

o

Well, she
didn't try to do
anything to me

while T was
asleep, s0 1 = S
Th'Er'?l waﬁ “"\.

guess that's a ‘
good sign ... somebhing urgent to ™
attend to, ma'am. A
bishop came to the door,
and they both lePt inf__;'
a hurry. add

]

T
A
E

I-'-'I-l-l--a.---q..+.... £ 0
.-III f L
]

iy

Ry
i

R

T, - s "
. Vv YovandI N
(. May I make the "\ are definitely [
7| bed now, or are vou | N acing bo have 8 )
W\ still vsing it/ 9o A
N o private talk ¢
N later. )
-

A

L
1

)
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el eh,
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e

Aaaaaiif

She Won't open the doors,
make her!

We're going to get into the
armory one way or another!

\!

stand down, you idiots!
stop this right now/

Not the
staaaaaaiirs

Two of Wou try to keep
those lunks busy/

And move the
pawn ofF the door
square, quickly!

gince the pawn won't play,
take her ofF the board!

Break them down!
Keep pounding!!

This is our only
chance to --

Rebellion's
over. sorpy.




y I don't know what went
wrong, but I'm going to make sure
b it doesn't happen again ...

= hith ==
Thirk so, do You?

Where
are the
kibchen
pawns?

Uh ...
no one's sure,
Wour grace.
They lePt?

,

They can't leave,
Wou idiot! They can't |
move on their own!

I don't know!
I‘m S0Py, your
ace,bob I don't! I
Ihf"l-:"'.'u.' a lot of people
\ seem to be missing |

\  Ghis morning --  /

h
)
y

- 5{?& o

I'm aPraid I can't
presentiy offer Wou
breakPast.

And I'm going to
heed to bake my
leave of Wou Por a
while. I apologize. J

I have to
investigate exactly
what's going on.

And possibly Pind new
kitchen pawns.

guﬂd bo
get out of
all that Por J

a While,
tu:'-ﬂ :

Come in here.
I want Wou to

goodidea,
Brae.

L Well dore.
‘“xvﬂhﬂ

A nice, long soak is
exactiywhat I need
mght nOW.

7 You're going o chahu;\

M-': back. And thenI'm
going to throw you out on
Wour ass. And when the king
hears about this, you'll be

fucky if all he does is ban y
B 1oL Prom Highpoint -- 48

Y Y W a1

? &#@"’***'H

A\ Wwash my back.

y Not a

/' chance, You

[., uhspeakable

N\ dick. 4
':'a: by

I don't
Lnderstand k.
There's never
been any ... ah B

.. dissent ...

You don't

around it. I
krow What Yo
really mean.

You're not
gﬂ'lﬂg to ,l 'ﬂg"-‘
me Por it? I'M not here
bo judge. I'm
sUre You have
Your reasons.

Right: now
I'm MUCh MoPe
concerned with

getting some
breakfast.

Oh, well, that we
£an dePinitely do.

have to dance

1y
o

Not supre
whebher Ghat
Mmeans she truosts
me not tio get into
trovble ...

I trustedyou!
B Ilet you into my liPe!
8\ shared ev e.ﬂfmmwith gaw
\  And what do Wou do?

_"_,..-—'___‘—H.._H_ ;

{ spend two years \
pretending to be
madly in love with

Wou to gi.e up
'm. Ethmg I did

.-"PE E‘E I:H,I' .-!.1'

or HL-"'!"I'

Two years of
s0cking Your cock,

We do
weep a good
kitichen ... army
travels on its
stomach and
all that ...

Whether she'd
rather risk that than [
have me see whatever -
chewing-out she's
about to do to her

Now let's see.
i"'u'“‘—fit- Messes can I make?

N.‘.'.I’-'"-I I'm QGIHQ
l':m have to get 0t
i bhe e.'.mr-a#m:gj hat,
the one I probably
\ shovld have put on

,

literally and Pigurabively

-~ You think I'M going to

walk away Prom this?
I earned this.
I workedPor it.

This is Mi *Patat#
now, Brad, ':lhd I'll do
anybhing I have to do
to keep it that way.

A

e t:..
-

Wou in the First
b place.

I wanted to give
Wou something bettenr
than that, but L yoo
leave me no choice.



Won't be the last
time your Pace is

in bhe carpet.

Ak ... sorry to
barge in. I heard
shouking, and I thought
something might be
wrong ...

-

Vo I —— Lo
.
ey

On! _
I was ... just griping more loudly N
than I thought, I guess,

It was a really Prustrating day. A ot
of people have gone missing, and
ho one kNOWS how or Why).

| DAWN, AGAIN.

Should be
getting close now ...
hopePully today's the

[ast of it ... this is

Fun, but ...

Heg-,f.-f' i H

A T gouldn't have
done most of that! I
Was with You when
it happened!

T

I was just about
to take a bath.
To try to relax.

I know. I don't know
how Wou did it. But I do
know as soon as you got
here, everything went to
hell, and I believe in
plaving the odds.

You're jumping to
conclusions! you can't --

T

MMM, Very nice.

_But you're too big Por me.

OnlY time in your
life anuone's ever said
that to wou.

You're skill a dick, ™
but now Wou're @
useful dick.

Mm-hm. I can see how g-rm"f——» N

were going to "relax.

Nothing wrong with that, but I

. think we can do better.

'-Il__
i

3
""f “‘-.__

" Would you be
horribly Upset at

MY invibing myself )

into your bath? /
W

... I'll wash your back.

I thought a lot
: last night about the g
[ things going wrong around
here, and aFter a couple of
\ hours lWing awake, I
redlized what the
problem was.

-
-

\1.,-

..--""'_'_._‘_

And since
your MEddIEH? cost
Me My maid, I think
it's Pair you shovld

replace her. >

m, e,
o,
"'":""\.

w,
e

=,

o

S Now geb out of

.

e %

g

” that bed and make it

Up. And Gidy this room. I |

have to go Fix all the )

rest of the damage
Wou did.

e

.||I




INTERLUDE.

JOSIAH BARKEE, PATRIARCH OF THE A4 BARKEES.

HE HAS N&OT BEEN SEEN BY ANOTHEE LIVING
SoUL IN NEABLY FOUR YEAES-

Retreat, wou Pools!
RETREAT!

—
.

- _—

- P o | =

T

L
el

—=  You ¢an't Pight
= them the way you
vsed to! Get your
asses inside!

Her grace
wants you.

/7 These are not the same ™,

( shadows. Delp's improved them. \
\  Now we know what's been |
b happening to our raids. > And We fan barely Make
e muster to defend the place
] becavse of this one's
P troublemaking ...
L -..-—-.
h
"'.,.:,,
Ny

0\

@et all the knights we
have lePt to the armory,
Past. Take oPF their mitts and
iss0e Ghem weapons. Show them
how Go Pire them, and tell them
no hand-to-hand combat

Under any
Circumstances.

&

And you! -
. This is all wour Pavlt. L _

y .. I don't
{ Understand what
\ Wou mean,

Use your Pancy Y. Mistress.

abilities to buy vs
some time!

Yes, your grace.

Do You Want me ko go down -\
there and Pight them? I don't )
know how to Pight ... /&



o o
Pon't give me thab! o 1‘?3:: gf,g.;f,};
Everyone hngwe Ruby h}arﬂfnez ¢an do '\, s S \
all kinds of things ... I don't know, A ; T .
disrupt them Sand EoN SoRENharE ;“l ' They're coming in Prom multiple ,-'}
- E['E:E ‘ﬂﬁ“tlhfl"l butl"" = ‘;.i" '. EFEaﬂhEE" rr "IIIrE FE bEIﬂg _.-"'
vAfNgLwng, o overrun ... :

Why do I have to do
everything?

Get everyone lePt inko
this courtard and wait in the
vpper galleries. Thew'll have to
come in through here to get to us,
1 o and this is a bottleneck. We ¢an
Ouvtd | R Pire down on them.

Now!

We need to get to the ' Horry, damn it!
Middle courtyard.

You know,

Wou're not: a bad I knew it!
tactician. somehow I just knew you'd

shaken it ofF. Were you
Paking when I put the No, no, it
kerchiel on wou? worked. Took me a8
couple of hours to
break out.

<.
L

I Pigured it was Ok to g
let: it drop now; I Ghink -
bhis situation is as /" Well, they're not
wrecked as it can get. going to get me. And
\ You're not either.

It's @ real shame . -4
you're such a lovsy .S, Nl 2 You're going to help
strategist. oy A4 Me dePend, because
P, Wou're ass-deep in this
too, like it or not.

You think this is all
hilarious, don't WouZ You
enjoy coming in and ruining Those shadows won't
someone else's life? ¢are whether you're
Scholzen.

50 Wou better come Lp with
somebhing good real --

L
4
g
¥
L

e

Uik il
i

That: one was on

e, I guess. -
J : ' I toldyou I And now our ™
- Did you couldn't: possibly ride's here. _.J
.ﬂa / 5 ;'T - " ey _-__'a-'
Pind ner. Way back. F'n':?lﬁ.u’ns:!l“IIH L:‘-f;r:‘fprt. all e
B First night. . . ' {1 o 'R
g ; areat! o \ Y Been Fon! _;J
Let her grace have : z
b, 3 look at you.

e, s

I'm the
distraction.
She's the
disrupbion.

Invisibility is kind of
hard, and the suit's got
problems yet, but as long as
she didn't let anyone get a §
good look at her, it ;
worked great.

IF YoU LIKE, Yol CAN && BACK AND TRY T
FIND THE FoUR FPLACES YoU 2T A GLIMFSE
EF INVISIBLE JEX BEFCEE THIS FPAGE- =T

o,




: . - = = —mm =
i == e

= R P - —-'———'-=- o e R
X £ b . ; ' j: l' '_-l——ri'"—'-—-_.__‘___
Hadn't expected the b F—1 ga r ‘i‘ﬁ.” e
clothes to come through .. , ' ; -\ have Pun? f’ '
maybe it counted as ¥/ Han't should told | =i
reapplying them mysell ... SNBSS bout, SUE. ﬁ? - Gl

Yeah! —

ad gave me 1
ﬂharsmb Eho. An't

. bhink could do

X Might: need gain. Sl

And here I
was going to
apologize Por giving 11
Wou the hard part. You
had to avoid being
spotbed while zapping g
people Por three days. /i
, Al Thad to do was g~
; ;
Mmake trouble. JhganE

 With skel. |

~I
"‘h.

Oh, I've dan# "x
worse. I'll tell you

Well, I'd have had to { ] :_; ﬁmei?;f; ?Pbagﬁfuant- .| o '\H " 8he done

have wou become visible _ = how, think?
anyway. I needed to make sure | Anyway, she wasn't |
\, Wouwere there beforel  / e bad in bed. Lot of  /
""*-1.__‘__ opened the portal ... ' Paults, but not

G
s

N T wouldn's beb
/" onit. She's smarter >
{ and sneakier than I Yk

H&_“ realized. _ %
\—‘,F:;‘ — -

~ TPigure wou left her

7" about a tenth of her people.
\ e iz O B\ A Y That's just enough to mount a
But I also wanted her to ™. ! e i y o \, dePense of the castle, if her

"\.

/" know there werg two oP va. I h ; i . : ~__ Scheme works.
want he to think I have plenty o : \"Tp \
( volunteers, I want her tio think 4 =
bhere 5 d Whole lot of people lined /4855 r" I think it will.

. Up, ready to Puck with hEF 4 2 . % Then she'll regroup and try
- : 2 - S0ME new nasty idea.

"""'--._._______._...-rl'"_

e 1
| -'lI"‘-

e e

I'm sorry,

' Dr. Chapman.
'I\ I tried to hold onto it,
but it just --

There's nothing to
apologize Por, Charles.
This isn't a test.

Let your eyes
readjust bePore Wou get
vp. I'm going to go turn

soMe lights on.

i @ood.
You're out Por Pive days. , B
B Come back then, and we'll Looking Porward to

Wait ... you don't: have i:.a- start a Presh serigs.

shut it down. Give me a
Minute, and I'll try again. 4

No indeed.
You know the rules.

That may have been a minor
event, but it was still an event, and
we never push past an event. The

consequences can be severe.

And Charles ...

I'm going to check wour logs
When you come back. I want to see
that wou got plenty of sleep.
Real sleep. REM sleep.

IP I see signs that Wou've been
overextending wourself, I
can't vse you.

.. 1rust me
on that.

I understand.




;gfnzbwugﬁf As you know, variovs
, » . circomstances have led to a rise in
- ' ' people doing uhwanted manipulations. Fairly
powerPul ones. We've got someone new making
mauhem in the common spaces just about
every day. some of them are doing

the precavtions, but things we can't easily undo.

A, obviously those aren't J
hegotiable. —
: And we don't have a
damned thing we can vse in
the way of punishment.

I don't want to throw
someone out of Sleep Por a liktle
mischief, especially if they don't

Pully realize the consequences of
what they're doing ... but I also don't

1 have a way to make them aware

; . there are consequences. There
What can I do ; heeds to be a penalty.

Por wou?

You're a very good
algorithmist, though Wou
don't let on. I've heard about
your rat maze, and the hood
You made tio keep Nathaniel
in aloop --

I am helping.

IM doing My best i:-a A
Pix all the damaged )
_——__\ people you bring me. /

S I'M doing this Y___F_#,f

study bo bry to //_____\
7 Don'ttryto

prevent a gerlufne
disaster Prom b

\_  happening. .- Manipulate me. I
einlg g "';( wrote the book, and

~  I'm better at it
/7 . I'msorry. N\ N\ thanyouvare. /
tEutI really do need) “‘xxh___ﬂ,,f::____,
\_ Yourhelp. / =
‘H""'!-f___________,_..-" ‘_'__..-r""-
_._-—-—'—'_'—__'—'—-—-_-"' "H

",
S

Ms. Barker, [ know about ™

R v "Midnight.."
can'sZ Orno, YL And before wou ask, nho, Ruby didn't belr
=l ixyy J S e It wasn't hard to Pigure oub.

/" Youuvseherasan N\
" identity when You need to
come ouE on he Streets and |~ 1. anen apoo

\dﬂ the meaner parts of N ‘T secrecy and saPety, sure . \)

running this place. but it's also about shame.

"'1.‘““‘ o
& Embarrassment

5 y .
Though I'm also out ;! . R > S
of practice. I gave up - fﬁw;;;?’
on my algorithmic work _ - You don't want to do .
guite a while ago. -' 7 your dirty work as yourselp. P10 you're ashamed to do ™

\ For ethical reasons. You don't want to do it at all, iP 7 ' el 4
the policing, how ¢an You in

*\ Wou ¢an aveid it. You've Pamed J
o i | out alot DF’ it bo plu.hl,q and gﬂ'ﬂd gconsgience HE‘-H al"ll_d-ﬂr‘lé
-*"' else to do it?

Leyna Por gearﬁ o

Well, g 0" r e

pggﬂg‘ﬂgh&;@ E Eiﬁ; N / I'll help with anything else
gau . I ¢an, but I will not be wour jailer,
better place? ! : Find another wau. )
Or at least Pind another persan/.‘

; H‘-—-.___‘_‘_‘_‘_-_-___-_._._._._._,_,_.--""
HIGHPOINT, SEVERAL DAYS LATER-

. decimated’ ™ # I'mnot thrilled to learn
They disrupted anyone they covld. | Ruby Martinez has been
Most of those recalled immediately. A \ interfering here ... but it daﬂﬂ
Pew of them tried to stage a revolt! . Peel alittle inevitable. :
We barely have anyone left! . ~ /
" OPthe people she s Ve ;
7 disrupbed, how many had you N\B S - 1 c?ﬁ'-? : cFutrfc[EH ko
stolen Prom neighboring estates? |8 & . run]{q e a0
. Haw many had your press-gangs . G you're Pree to praﬁ it
brought in involuntarily? ﬁ; your way. Bot bhat
: ; o & doesn’'t mean I
approve of your
approach.

You know, it
s possible to
maintain an estate
where people want to
serve. I'm no soPt heart,
but it does seem to
work out better iP
they do, don't You
bhink? 4

i
_':- ] :.-'-:__r_ . ) i - r : ] | i ) _-;-IF-
Y Andyou're o N ' § 8 .
\ surprised? AR _ Y | ' . /

':-.: '

And making B
enemies of all your Y
neighbors ... that was |
| just stupid. Very bad
- strategy.

. In the meantime, the rule
I'm sure Lord Scholz & opyebinii
wouldn't have done such a ‘E’ bﬂf SaMe 2s ;ve;r;[ you
bad job, if he could be RIS akves. 4
bothered to atbend to his
estate once in a while.

I'm seriousiy
considering revoking his
charter. I didn't give it to him
50 he could be absent all the
time. He's an old Priend, so
I've let it slide, but I'm
very disappointed.

I'm sure there are
other people who want
bhe estate who can
actually ron it
properiy.




