IMPORTANT VISITOR Which makes me wonder whi you Do you realize how
didn't ask any of the obher " dire this had to seem Por ,- o

"'h,‘ e

@ centers Por help. them to send me outZ It's a N '
?ﬁ _ hazardous trip, wou know. They E

LLN SHERIDAN, AN 0
UNEXFECTED AND 0\)} Yes, I imagine you did.

were concerned that A4 had

| . Failed ubterly. I wasn't sure
| B . whatIwould Pind.

IT TOOK HIM A WHILE
AFTER ARRIVING T& GET
THE ATTENTION OF SOME
BARKERS. ONCE HE DID, HE
SPENT THE REST OF THAT

DAY AND SOME OF THIS -
MOBNING GETTING THE A4 ﬁ‘\
SITUATION THOROUGHLY .
EXPLAINED T& HIM. % 2.

T

Among other

redsons, becavse I
didn't expect the other -
b centers would care. g ~

NOW THAT THAT'S
HAPPENED, HE HAS
REACHED A CONCLUSION -

This is really
guite bad.

/ Also, I'm not the
person whe vsually had
contact with them. I assume
he Ei:-f;pped doing that well =
beFore bI':I-E Sprue, 'u"-_’F'IEH he = I didn't bhink thew'd
’“T-h Went into seclusion. " pe very receptive £o a
message Prom me out of the
)| blue, since I'm only a Barker
by Marrrage

- 1_---. e S

 Well, we
B knew Ghat.

o S
And bEL‘E[I:UﬁE oF ... Sl For that matber, you could have
other Factors? : May, contacted AZ When You Were Porced to take
i o down your network. We have a solution Por
oUP Very problem, You know.

Ch, are we

going there? We didknow. And we

were told you had chargea‘ A
a Portione Por it. We didn't Ghink
this lot would be willing tio pay
that, especially since the older
Barkers aren't Fans of the phones
anyway. Josiah would have said
“IP A3 and A5 can do without, /
we 2an too." P

They don't have any
idea what I look like.
Eut‘n ves, iP they did
.. The history isn't
very good, l_qcru
know.

Ch, T know.

But that hasn't been
the case in AZ Por a long
' time. IF You saw what the
Barkers look like there these days,
Wou'd khow whi.

ﬁﬁ it happens, H K
changed their minds a
Pew years ago ..

A is still Pairly racisk, I'm afraid,
though we see signs of
improvement.

: Well, it doesn't matter right =,
/~  now. We absolutely can't restart
the network while bhe Sprue is active.
.| It's already made several atbempts to |
exploib our dead one. I don't want to |
R _ .-,;t W think about the damage it covld _/
¥ .‘_,.' J j/ At any rate, it's moot. All =
{ '} Y the centers have a vested
[ interest in keeping each other in
( good operation. IPF you had sent out
; a distress call, no amount of
4 prejudice would have interPered _
W '}"x with a8 prompt response. .

D cavse if it got in.

" We have to Pix the 1
Sprue Pirst, /

Y ;
L

LEYNA KNOWS HOW THE OTHER CENTERS DID OB DIDN'T DEAL WITH THE NETWEORK—-EXPLOITATION
FPELZBLEM BECAUSE THE DATA ABCHNIST TELD HEE AND EUBY ALl ABLUT IT BACK IN #21.

Which is a problem.
You've done Par more diligence on But this is all speculative
this than I have, and I agree with all chatter as long as there are
Your assessments. This is not any sort of ‘ only Pive shares in this room.
| malPunction I've ever heard of bePore. IP
. i6's @ virus, it's a new and extremely
N, sophisticated kind I don't think
Eanucﬂe kNows how tio Prghb

. Theonly G T e No oPPense intended, Ms. :
possibility I ¢an t.hmh : = == 8 = T RS Barker. These are major decisions. ,
of is a complete - - . = i - S Adding on the network tech, a reboot,
. . o any other solution we might possibly
arrive at ... none of them can be done
without a huge impact on all of A4, and as
such, they really do require a majority of
the shareholding Barkers in A to
decide to implement them. You
know that as well as I do.

T |

WA | y

FDU H‘LHH b’E F.TTG‘E'-EF i s b T e ak 'r‘ L rtas ) : i, g 1 ._.:.-II,:"-;_-.-'-"'I o
to that point than =1 S e ' IR /" Wenheedto N
Wou realize. . ERERREE e AT o f o  get ailthe
bR shareholding |
| SR \ Barkers in Ad to /
Your daughter's . el
Pindings on long-term S
outcomes are not TR T
optimistic, as I'm sure b

You're aware.

Hmm, 50 Bhe Sprue
corrupts the block
; s e catalog too, eh? ... Have you
That's going to . . - ;
be redl r“ f'a!"'lg-""kﬂ ' :--Lr AT : fﬂ'ﬁ‘ﬁ[dﬂrrﬂd
2 ' A ) implementing a
separate block sweep as
an independent process?
Makes itis own block
catalog, and I don't think
the sprue would be
able to get at it. 4

" That's ... ah ...
bewond my level of
expertise.

Oh, mine as well .. but. -
there's already code Porit. I can
download it Prom AZ. And since it's
just inPormation that any Barker here
should be allowed access to anyway,
I don't mind installing it on your 4

mother's approval alone.

For political -
reasons? —

P
o <

: Well, wes, but bePore i
. Lhat, Ghere's a problem
P Finding some of them.

L, o o meaay What with the rights and
: = ownership situation we've had o ™ “ : - .
resort to, plus the holes in our data ' N . The only problem is ... it

will require root console

cavsed by the Sprue, we have no idea ¢
access to install.

where they are.
or even if they're OK.



7 I don't know
whether you know what
that entails ..

|

|
N
.
gl
i

inj
|
'

i

i et
llpgti'!* !|

I D

§ |
X
1

W e —————

Three people wnth .,.
Barker blood. A
’ Ah, good.
The Pirst time I had to
[ consult in A5, they thought
L L root console was a muth.
e We'll need to Pind its
[ocation here ...

No, I know where it is.
We've had to vse it before,
unPortunately.* ;

Monica is probably the ™
easiest one to get at this
point. Who do wou think we

should try Por the third,
Ruby? Hamilton?

. You said
Wou know Where
to Pind her. Why
does it take three
of us to do
It's getting to
her that's the
complicated part.

How 507
This doesn't look
dangerous ... a bit saideis
tawdry perhaps ... ... Why is this
space 50 eMpty? .

Now see
here, woung
WomMan ..

R o o S e

e —|_|__|-
-
-

(' Not today, sorry. /

a ™

Hmph.
You know, it's not nearly as
MUCh Pun when they don't
Make any noise.

sadist.
J =

/

Him or Lucius,
though I assume

i there are reasons
we'd rather not ...

- We'll have to
produce him
eventLally, but,
wes, I'd prePer to
try Hamilton :
h Pirst.

e
Well, Hamilton x=..- i T 1
may be slowto Wt o
respond.* I can
Pollow up on that  §
while Leyna and Mr. S
Sheridan go talk S
to Monica. i S

* BUBY HAS NOT TOLD LEYNA OB SEBENE THE SECBET SHE

LEABNED ABOUT HAMILTON'S ACTIVITIES AT THE END OF #36.

Make way!
Make way Por revolution!

_---"'"_'_-___'_"‘“---..._

_I_,.rl"

SE— " Same answer F?ar-
both questions.

Everuvone is a cog!
Everyone must be LY cog!
The machine owns us all/

:__I_:" i °

Al right,
trovblemakers,
that's enough!

Actoally, would wou
mind coming with us
Lo Century?

Let me recall
redl quick to send
Hamilbon a message
Pirst, to get that
rolling.

Nl
¥
We are the
army of cogs!

We are the
Puture!
We are the
present!

B Lose bhe
pretense! kill your
illusions!
You are a cog! You are
part of the machine!
Be a cog!

r‘L". L

That was Punny, though.
“Now see here, Young woman"
-~ WHUMP!

[can't go r::uncﬁ oLt the
drum major, though; can't
get close enough.

ASTONISHE

It's time For
wou tio Pace the
consequences of
wour actions! 4

Oh, good.

I was worried
things might: be
getting too
normal.



Y \We all hit the
same though.

I'm the
real one.

Maybe.

Nl'.'}."r ""-.n
You're destroying &
the machine!
This ian't right/

You have to
stop--

And that's
why I wanted
you to come
with us.

' We have to
stop Hou.

Let's see
about Mp.
Sheridan.

- Welcome to Century.

Mo
yao L

Mp.
Sheridan?

P

i
:

. RSHART L. |
{ ...Iwanted to
e thank her.

e |
-

. " j.--—--—_g,-

Pight ... \\
, justneeda , _
| Moment. This sort of

thing does not
happen in AZ.

Sounds
peaceful.

Sounds boring.




rAmE

""h_-‘

vl Oh, just in the
=Y Pacility? That's Pine. I
[ thought Por a second You
k wanted me to go ... out
w there. I never have.

1#_._“'.#1\.

17 Do you need me
bo come with you
right awau?

i —
__'-—-—-—-_._,‘__-__l_

—

e

No. No point
until we get
Hamilbon. But we'll want
to do it a5 soon a5 we
\ ¢an after thab-v-rﬁ '

.__h

! Yes, cerbainiy. I'll
| check messages as oPten
W ds I can, and come as soon
as I hear Prom you.

Wou think of that as her job
awf‘ Because she and [ talk, and I
don't think she does. And if she did
know, she probably wouldn't like it
being her job any more than I
~_ like it being Mmine.
_..-_-:.‘f-:"'-‘__""‘—'—-—._____.——'—_

Frae. Y

._\..‘
-

... SOPTY.
Didn't mean that
to come ovt as |}
hard as it did. :,‘l

/" operate bhis Zone in the
" wa wou do? People wreaking

T o
Mmhm. Poes she know

M'E'. garhepl

\_Porgive my asking.
T

H_H_-_;_._:

Why do you ;

havac on one another in the
streets--can't go anywhere

: "l
Without risk of E:-ﬁmg ,.f" <
accosted--

‘q-
\‘r--..._____‘_-_-_-_._._._‘_,..-' ‘
/7 surely this can't

1’ attract many
permanﬂnt beds ..

It's been a sore spot;
with vs For a while?

You just haven't
noticed because
You've been running
wourself ragged.

I don't
want to be Ghe
Pinkertons, Leyna. I
keep telling you. And
even if I was OK with it,
there'd be too much Por me
to do. For You to do. For the
Jumpers to do. We can't
throw enough people at it.
It's going to break you
and I'm damned iP I'm
going to let it
break me.

It's not going to

You'd be
supprised,
MPr.sheridan.

|
No one comes
to live in Century
without knowing what
they're getting into. The
residents are mostiy happy
with it the way it is.
Disruptions and all. It's
the visitors who have
problems.

As to why, it's simple:
People need something to do. -
They explained to you that we
don't have bed Pees anymore?

There's no economic strocture in
Century. Playing heroes and
villains all day is all there is,

except For sex.

Mind you, there are
limits. Qur robotic
Pactions here have been
crossing them a lot [ately. I
don't mind temporary mischief,
but some of them are trying
to do things that are a bit

koo ... permanent. acts to stop these

out of control.

I have a person wha e

things before they g#t _ |

It's been a
sore spot with vs
in Serenity Por a

while, is all. 4

improve. They've got nothing
else to do once they get tired of
Pucking all day. Like she said.
She Was just mopre polite.

Ok, mavbe ...
but have you got
anuthing better?

And iP we did lay down the law somehow ;
2 and didn't let them try anuthing, .
. they'd get so0 bored theg‘d ‘explode
and then we'd have an even

bigger problem. " I mean, we ¢an't just

let: everyone do whabever
they want. Then You end up
with the Cobbles ... where

M people really do Pight in the £
S\ street, and they're not
. playing superhero.

You don't like
this Zone. '

W ot abib. T o=
avoid it.. Have 1..-‘
You been here B
, before? &

o ... iPik's
/' not too personal
or anything ... why
did you change the
way Wou look? [
mean, it's pretty,
Lh, dramatic

I never
changed the
shape of MY

Pace. Only
the skin.

You don't
know where
It's not too she lives?
personal, but let's
wait till we're
somewhere else.
I don't want to get
distracted.

The longer we 51‘-331
here, the greater the
chance someone will try

to gl"'l"E us trovble. Wouldn't

- - matter if I did.

But here's two
people I know who
probably have a
better guess where
to Pind her.

They ... Lh ...
[ook kind of busy
right how,

" The probiem is, I
d don't know how [GHQ it
'\ will take to Pind her.

F'{Z_‘

: _.:.1 FIE ’f F

L3
.

She's all over the
zone all the bime.
She could be
anywhere.

We just want
to talk to You,
jackass!




Yeah, but I don't want to
talk to you.

We're tired of you

asking about stufP

that's none of your
business,

Think you brought
enough people?®

You musk really be
scared shitless of vs.

Brought Your whole
pissant little gang.

You khow, I wasn't
sUre Wou'd be dumb
enough to Pall Por that.

S0 we're aonha
beat the crap out aP
Wou. And if you come

back on our LUPP, we're
gonna beat the crap
out of you again.

-=ghem--
Those are Priends of
Mine you're
threatening.

Yeah?
What have wou got to
say about it?

And what brings you
to our liktle corner of
paradise?

They sure got out
of here Past, huh?
Thew're such assholes. They
don't have an angle, you
know. They just go around
making trovble.

He brought
somebody in
Wwith him.

One 0P these
daws they're
going tio piss ofF
somebody big and
it'll be vgly.

v I heard what
Wou've been asking
people. You want to

khow if somebody was
with Hal Berg in his

¢lub that night.

sorry!
You wanted to get
inFormation From them,
didn't you? I blew it. I
didn't think they'd all
run like that.

I think I betber

hot say anything
else. You want more,
Wou should go talk to
Ms. Lee abouti it. £

They're
chickenshit.

/” She might tell You, N
iP you give her a g-m:n::r\ll

'llr

!

Can't Pind
anyone who saw
\ anything. How'd You do?
{ b ‘uﬂﬁw s bhis?

Let's go Find
Ms. Lee. Sounds
better than grabbing
More people in the
street.

Naomi Joleman.
You remember me, bot I
b didn't look like Ghis Ghen.

p "Ift :
' V% This is Molly

Coleman. You two missed
each obher by about a year.
She's trying to collect what
people remember about £

| " Lﬂdia' i 4
Mso the Y 1l | s R, J

yrohon I don't wantto
cmggngéa?:mga“ remember anything
& Efs g about Lydia.

R

— BT

'

Berg had
somebody with
him that night.

We're supposed to
ask Ms. Lee
about it.

.. Ah, hell,
You were OK, I guess.
I'll try to see iF I can
Lhink of anything. £

This is Naomi.
She's a Priend
of ours.

Are ail the
obher zones
weird?

/  But not right now.

B Right now I've | 805 to Figure

B =t '*-- this shit out bePore my baf-s
o SRR e R comes after me.

pcmpam:i to
Serenity? Yeah.

... I'mguessing \
= You haven't been
4& £ to the Yards yet.

'— - = LSS B




T

SEEENITY-

/7 Youdon't N
- ...but that
answers my
hext ¥
question. o - =

.

4 The real ... ah ..
l I don't know what }
\_  Mou mean. {

Look, I know you're ¥
not going to like this,
but I need you to take

Me to Whoever you

switiched with.

Y ...Uh, hello? | i
A Do I know you? /3§ ' 'T_’H\h
' I haveto ™
talk to the real

Liam. It's
important. Jlnd_

7 Sureyoudo.
wl Look, your secret's
4 s3Pe with me. But it

s important.

Well ...
OK. I guess,

.. I hope she's
home.

You know,
every time
Wou show up
ib's hell on My
_ ' \ personal
APraid so. & . life.
Monica's waiting .
Por the signal.
She'll come as f
s00n as I show - g
Up With you. o

50 You ao
khow her ... She
knows about the club ...
she said it was . It's OK, Kel.
prgent ...

T

This is Ruby Martinez.
IF she says it's urgent,
it's probably pretty
damned urgent.

OW. But I'll need
to do a Pew things. I g
have to switch back B
with Kel, and explain
somehow without
giving my identity
It is. , away ..
I'M sorry, o

(D L

a

I

A

though.
I And then I have to
' leave a message Por
Can we go i:.aur. Sybil to tell her our plans I sympathize.
privately Por a \  areoff...unless kel It doean't do mine
. Moment? J‘ ‘ W\ wants to keep them Por any Pavors either.
. | A Me, I suppose ..

NN sure. Come ‘*?*’ v
?..E; upstairs. Kel,
3 — shick around,

\  please? [ | HAMILTEON BABKER LSES LIAM AS HIS IDENTITY WHEN HE DOES EXTENDED BODYSWAPS A5 A
| MEMBER OF THE PROTELS ALUB. 52 LIAM AND KEL ABE EACH ©OTHER HEBE, AND THE BEAL
LIAM iS5 ACTUALLY HAMILTON. THIS MAY BE CLEAREE IF YOU'VE BEAD #36 ... OB MAYBE NOT-

g
"

' We're right: on bop of it, but bhe way - Url
This Peels so strange ... . down takes a while to reach ... _ how'd that
I've only been Awake one time, | . ' -
when I had to change beds ... ) A P ves, they
— - | always seem bo be
built like that.

Now, how is
it Wou get to

have hair?

Nat insisted on
I hever Preedom in exchange
thought I'd be Por helping. Leyna

doing &his again. | agreed, but Proze Nat out
of sleep aPterward. They

You've done it | won't admit her

bePore? When anymore.

Was that?

Wk

| \'""1 i ¥ ¥
‘w\-
When ﬁ\\i‘n

Special | Melinda had M
‘ arrangement. Wou all captured. '
I'm Awake so much, I ¢an Leyna used root
, ihsist they don't do hair ) - console to get
B cessation on me. - Wou out of nt_.
| " Who'd
. You use as
| And vou've ¥ : the third
"ﬁ_;:';ff glﬂ'ﬂ ¢lovk. _' . F'EF'SG'H?

'i'{‘, "-.;-g i--_..""!En-

xg.._.,_.—'-

: Some. The bedders
=Y ; S hate iy, butb too bad. Not

. W\ having hair is a strategic
. liability out there.

e

Might not
have been my
greatest idea, but I

couldn't think of
anything better.

_______ i o 1M | !:f.‘u"";j

Ok, I didn't 1 7 Orperhaps not. — Leyna, confirm what I'm e

realize the door Oh! wﬁ';*:_"g”;;ﬁ,t This is very strange data ... seeing ... bhe sprue looks like it is
would actually This i how You knew A also some kind of completely

break it. I mean, Ak B A W a .
draw blood ... [*"""':1“3 :ﬁ% igaph&r ,}I.Ep any Inhl::,pe ‘t-!ﬂﬁﬂ it H|'+-I.: g};{:;{;}l;ﬂl' [HdEFEHdEHtI F‘FDI:'E'EE"'E

And she didn's e aay . standalone process.
tell vs Lntil we It aPPectis nothing.
got here.

That's how T
read it, yes.

S0 what's
that mean? I'm
an actor.

Rebooting
Might: not solve the
problem. Not iP the

Sprue just

reactivates and
conbinves.

80 ... maybe a ... Am I being

dumb idea, but ... crazy if I say that
could we just go sgunds a lot like the
ahead and reboot kind of thing Nat

the whole brhfng? would do? Oh, no. I bet
gince we're Wou anything it's
here? Nat. We just can't

It's not @ dumb idea. Pigure out how. Nat ended vp with the
But we'd want a majority vote to do it. & ) Wide-Eves ar?ter'pwe threw her

It'd be reaily disruptive. Everybody out. Not: long before the Sprue hit,
would wake vp, Por one thing. Ruby's mother came into Sleep to
warn Ruby that Nat was planning
something bhat was going to
destroy it.*

May end vp
doing it yet,
though. -

# ISSLUE WZ28.

... I probably shouvld have
asked about this sooner.




JEX'S AUNT B2'S PERSONAL SPACE, CENTURY. . ey
' : You gob to ™\
give people
what they're | §
- ' looking Por. Most 8 >
— ' \ oF the time, / Forinstance, ¢
7" You don't anyhow. & W you stay in Sleep, o8
bhink I could be . : o d Wou're gonna want
PortuZ? Lots of sl u | | totalk the way
Polks look this : - B -\ Polk here do.
A good abt Forty. A \ ' (i

o B

B - T

o You can look
like anwthing wou
want here. I know a
couple people go arovnd
like teenagers who haven't
seen the underside of
sixty in a long bime.

It's a lot
easier to get the
business looking like
bhis. I'm not

) ashamed of it.
Look same
l[ast saw You
o oubside.
. Teh years?

" Oh, more than
that. How old are |
you mow?  / e

~ No!
_ 5 ... Well, some of them are. But
| : . r o . mostly they just don't know what |
/ Well, let's see ...T "\ . — do 50 With something that isn't |
came mﬁherre w?en ggu \ 3 " : what they know. Makes them
were twelve. ITw hot trust you, see?
twenty-Pour. Leelee was ... \ —~ i

bhirty, I think? She had you | - —~—\
real young. - S . ... Might not matter. \ )‘

. , . / — : IF an't stay. B
I've been in here sixteen | i 4ugar.,
years, 5o that makes you / For the coPPee. 4 You're not sure iP "‘:]

bwenty-eight now. £ - You want to sbay? |

... An't sure.

e e

| dntsing. ) 7~ Well, I don't think I can ~———
\any. g help You decide that.
“-\"‘—-—'—{:’* K ¥- gl
X A

r = ',.f-"' <
pfg fffpé-ig“aﬂ‘ ar’? i?nliiq H“; 7/~ ButI will say I think
r-.ggh#a|r;q.'ndg’5mg Ny {' Leelee made a mist.ake not

S " \ Coming into Sleep with me. N
\.  And bringing you.

o ) -, _.-""
-
7 T o

_—

ﬁ::\ — 220

-,

—— e,
_—

-~

) 1P she'd come in, she'd be b
i g [-' alive now. And you wouldn't have g
Awake prob just g . had to go through some of the

et killed ... real bad) N\ bhings ... T can only imagine. /

i~

Irll

4
d

e,

(a oLt there now.
b

u,
T,

e,

A ,
i " Maybe she would think yov
|-" Wwere runhing away Prom 8
. somebhing. Bub, You know, Magbef
- T =

she'd be wrong.

e

-

7 But Peel some like N
runnin off ... Peel like
mama would be mad ...

\ giving up, know?
'\.“_ _.-""’

“""--..__________._..--"'"'-

7 1 know it's hard getting vsed N
| to this place. Took me years. I'll 5

A help you any way I ean.

e 1#5'

7 I'mjust glad you came to Pind
[\_ me. It's good to have a Pamily.

|I: Ty

F — = “I'

THE OFS5 BOOM, BACK IN SEEBENITY-

How'd it go? , ; .
Get anybthing good? I'm still cross-correlating.
y The block scan only tells us inernal : " e
identiPiers, so I'm having to match vp by hand, [
like "Oh, that block's part of Serenity” and Josiah's got a
5o on. It's going to take a while. But I can tell You that the @ W single data block (ePt. I

aprue has eaten close to halP of [ don’t know Why it hasn't e
M. Those blocks show vp a5 gﬁtﬁ; giatrﬁg'r_f ’Tﬁ jhe We already knew N
decommissioned space. Tl sbuplcdpcb i biban 1l leke had a small et P \
Empty. 2 iy e g blocks. Looks like they're |
e \  dprue can' get at it. o €Y '

=3 i Mostly What Lsed to be
<35 AHi¥ad: e hasco 8hadyside. He's in those J
And it looks like it has < 3 : S0MEWhere,
less trouble eabing smaller ~
L = blocks. I bhink that's why it tries
to bake apart the l[arge Zones ...
has to do that in order to eat
them. Not many little blocks &
still Ploating around. :

Here's the
Pun bit.. Guess
Who owns the

Cobbles?

y i
» Well, I would ™
have said Brendan, ~ BN
uhtil I realized he was ¥
barely even bothering to | }
run Highpoint. S0 I'm | =
gonna have to go with 4 Damn. And I
, Clawbon. Wl Was hoping to
= L sprprise you!

Well, that's very R
EHtEFeﬂtfHQr but have you ¥ - Anuwaw, so, he's got
learned aﬂﬂbhiﬁg bhat'll '.-.-:-. ko EE f_-j,g Mﬂgteﬂgué
help s Pind Barkers? "boss," right 2

e

7~ That's great!

" That's all the ones we J
covldn't Pind. It's not good

enough, though. We
don't have any way to
get to Josiah's
Fragment.

Well, Mr. Sheridan,
s haven't you always secretly
leke's Zone wanted to see the Cobbles?

surely has a seb It's another of our more
portal somewhere, but I interesting Zones.

don't know where. Maube
the Souk. Could take a
lob oF looking.

Am I going to
And knowing be attacked by

Clayton is running the supervillains in
Cobbles doesn't help us get the street?
Lo him, especially since it
, seems like he's tirying
Ok, well ... never g hot tio be Pound.
mind Josiah or Zeke Por

the time being. And I'd like
to wait a liktle on Brendan,
too; he's going to be a pain
in the ass. Who else do 4
we need to chase? _« No, just
_ | solicited.

No, Lucius will
show up wWhen we need 2 And possibly
him, Mr. Sheridan. % 20 Clavton and P | beaten up, but I'm a
Trust me. i Pauline? Let's go Pind i . o e pretty good Pighter, so
e Q| Clavton, and give Pavline a : ~ N You shovldn't be too

We may have to litble more time. I know . R e Worried.
go after Pauvline. Y  who'll know where to - e
Zerene saus she Pind him.
hasn't replied to

Messages. I ¢an't go right now. I really
want to Pinish this data.




MS. LEE'S ESTABLISHMENT, THE COBBLES. We're
hot Finished

..andl witih Ghis.
don't care.
Being the boss’

bully doesn't

entitle wou to
Make me violate

MY clients’
privacy.

Not a good
day Porit. /

Is it ever? :
And this is business,
I'm aPraid.

Sure.
Come back when
Wou're prepared to

I need to see your
be reasonable.

boss. It's important.
Veryimportant, or I
wouldn't be asking.

I'm not being
unreasonable’

I'm asking
Por the boss
Why the hell g/se
would I be asking?
\ And he's entitled to
\ anpbhing he
N, wants.

o

¢

Neitiher am I.

G

2
.

/" Then you send
[ him bo me. I'm
sorry, Treece, but
| Por once, that has
bo come From the
Man himselp.

/" Doesn't matter how
important it is. IP I
brought you to him, he'd
Pire me on the spot.

‘

It's all F'i -
, know too. rld I Il
| @55UMe We can keep this |
conversation o |
ourselves. .~

And we'll see
how badly he
wants to ruin one of
his most reliable
tithes. Because
that's what you're
asking For.

AAnERENE

I can't do it, Ruby.
No way.

gorry, I didn't mean to
cavse a Puss in your house. Ash
told me Treece was here.

You don't happen to
know why Treece wants to
know Who some of My people
were with bhree nights ago,
do you?

-
&

= Clayton's office is ™,

7 MUCh less of a secreb than
| his identity. People do talk to
\ hr'u". direc tm Prom bime to

' r- _ time. I've been t-herﬁ
No idea.

Whatever it is,
I'm not here
about that.

But wou
can't get to him
that way. He'd
just refuse to

let: you in.

This is Lon
Sheridan. He's
come Prom AZ to try #
to help vs put this /
place back
together.

v Look, we're not:
/ interested in inter P#r*mg with
the Cobbles. IP "the boss™ wants
to run it this way, that's his There's
\ business. And we're not going to : another way
i i S, reveal anyone's secrets. We which woul:
_The Sproe's N just need bo talk bo him. Y Wch oo
going to get all of it . _ e
sooner or later unless we . '
can Pix it ... but some of the BN 1.;‘ .
things we need to try need
approval by all the
Barkers.

7 Bub it would be

betterif it was '

just You. No oPPense, Mr.
Sheridan. Buby has a
reputation here and wou're
an unknown. The Cobbles
keep a lot of secrets.

I see the
problem.

.. Becavse You
know Who he is.

OF course.
Results any way
we can get: them.

Should I wait, or go
back to Serenity?

S0 Ghen she told me
that he'd never actually
done that before ..

It could bake N,
a While. I'm happy \
to ofPer wou the
services of the
hovse Por the 4
evening ... £

-

i dh, no. It's very N

important that
none of this
happened.

Thank You, <
though. Oh, good.
I was Pairly
spre she hadn't
lePt wet.

IP— it gets out that
we helped you, it could
endanger one of my
employees, and that's
Lnacceptable.

Your stiory is that Wou
searched and Pollowed
him and Pound his Pront

Po you need
Mme to get: you
back to the set

portal?

» _:._:I. i.
i
al\
No, I'll recall. %
Good luck.

i -

o

e

Paria, have : ; e R ﬂ,ﬂ,r o B
ou Met Ruby : J.Ehe i r:r*uﬁmé pRnecs. X { wou're . _ I think he's one of those people who
Martinez# SMPHTEATL o A% of Bt A aads DN\ ah... — _ needs emotional support, but doesn't
to talk directly to the boss, and he'll y g : . Want to have to give any back
Lurn her away Prom his ofPice. She ‘“j‘ | e L

heeds Wou to show her the Pront . = _ \
door t0 his home.

I'm not sure
he'd know how,
honestiy.

chepays N
.: Por You to keep
_hovse Por himz 4

IF he
thinks I led her -
there, I might as
well leave the
Cobbles.

We'll make it ™ :
look like You weren't It's
involved. probably not
healthy, but on
the other hand, he
knows what he
wants and he pays
an awPul lot of
Money to get 48
ib. S0.

E She's a5 good at N\
%W Y keeping secrets as 7 Oh, We have ¥
\ anyone in My house. . i sex, boo.
: -.._hhpc-sé.ibtg better. 4

7 It's not very
[ interesting sex.
He doesn't really

4 care whether 1

i,

. erljau it..

/-’l
.f"f But that's ﬁh-ﬁ'
7/ contract, Wknow? He —
' L= B wants someone to Smile and
She has to hurry - .| dress the way he likes and b
home and put on her o " hand him @ drink when he gets
prom dress. f

Well, on your
say-50, Ms. Lee ...

S You're just in bime. I
was about to have to
[eave anyway.

And My makeup. .
And start dinner.

___.-"".. L —

 home, and make him dinner, and S
S listen if he wants to gripe.

. And have sex with him.

-

‘x
This is the door.
| Remember, Hou
. never saw me.




You/
Get out of here!

I have to talk
to wou. Ik's
important.

I don't give a
good goddamn
what it is.

You're nothing
here. Get out of
MY Zone before I

throw Yoo ouk!

I don't give &
damn about the _

Prue== " Well, you shovid. It's
eaten half of A4 and it's
hot going to stop.

shut Up and listen Lo
soMeone else Por onee in
Your liPe, asshole!

You're going to have a real
hard time being boss when
there's nothing lePt to boss.

I'm not here Por a
Pight;, but if you want
one, I'll give it to wou.

You are a shareholding Barker.
That means You have responsibilities.
You don't like them? Tough. Do
something to justify your bullshit.

Now, there's going ko be a
meeting, and you're going to show
up Por it, 50 you'd betiter start

checking Your messages again.
I don't give @ sloppy Puck Ing Y ges agai

how Wou ruh Lhis Zone. You can
keep your little secrets.

It's not: alwaus about you. It book me a long time to

Pind wou, but that's nothing to
the time I'm willing to take to
track wou down and kick woor
But Sleep's coming apart ass iP wou blow this ofF.
and we need to Fix the sprue
and we need a consensus of
Barkers to do that.

Po I make myself clear?

e 54 Sad et . That's what we
decided bo £y b0 , were just discussing.

Pind her. I'd like to R B I still don't know What bo do
meet her one of “'t‘ 5;‘;"5.‘“’“' about Josiah, and I'd like to leave
these days, if A St Brendan till [ater because he's
et be 4t Fgm, | A More of a political problem and I
e Y. think the logistical ones will

take More work.

S0 Pauvline's
oPPicially on the

That leaves problem list now?
Ezekiel and Pauline,

With Zeke, we're going to
have to go to the Souk and : SO
try to Pind a set portal. She still hasn't
The Daughters might responded to any
know where it i5--if messages. Maybe
there is one. she's having one
oF those periods
Where she's just not
paving attention ... or
maybe she's gotten
caught up in some
Mayhem.
And Pauline's a problem
because while we have a Few clues
Where she might be, she couldbe Momma

anuwhere in the Yards. can't decide
. : whether to be

" Mr. Sheridan, this is ;z;r;gigg

Jex., Jex, this is Lon
Sheridan, Prom AZ.

Here stop slide,
Ruby said. S
Qyo. go=asl Either way,
e, we need to
Pind her.

40, Where goin?

OK. Jdex and I
will go siPt the Souk
while you and Mr. i P OHK, then,
Sheridan go to the Ar ;,ght;“ ith We might be a
yards ... aras. Pew days.

I'd, ah, really prefer not
to go to the Yards.

You don't like bhe
Souk either, though. A8

I like the Souk a ot better
than [ like the Yards. I've barely
ever even been there, and you and
Jex both have -- -

Jex is the reason I wanted you
to bake the Yards. She's been through
a lot of rough time there. Or did you
want to take Jex to the Souk and I'll =
go adventiure with Mr. Sheridan? - Don't Pall in @ hole.




I think the
portal back here
i3 bhe best one
Por us,

v 1 say "best," ™
but, we're going to
the Souk, 30 Who
krows ... but I Ehink
this one gets us
closest to where &8
We Want-~—

I bring
the inevitable!

Now what is this?
Part of the Sprue business?

... We're not,
sore. This is @
person we've dealt
with before.

Your
Puture is to
have no Puture! &

You
MUst aceept
nothingness!

We can't
tell iP she's
acting on behalf of
the Sprue--as it
were--or is doing
this Por her own
redsons.

We won't get tio . :
ask. she'll disappear TR |

Which is ‘

as so0n as we apply

the Buby method. kil

Hit: her
. really hard. J ©Oh, well, iP
: . | Ghat's what's
required ...

The only good
thing about her is
that: you can see

that vortex or
whatever it is she
makes Prom a long
way away.

We came
a-running.

What about all
this data
_ displacement?

APter the third or Pourth
time, I set vp @ scan to check For
displaced blocks every so oPten an

automatically reset them. It's just

connectors here anywau.

B

MEANWHILE, IN THE S2UK --.

It No, wait!

You ¢ould get pulled into her efPect. W&
We need someone Who has some
resistance equipment--

L

You didn't

mention her when |

You briefed me.

! ]

d = L0
She'dbe aharmless Q0

annoyance, iP it wasn't Por the S

danger of her sucking someone 4
out into inberspace.

You cannot
escape it! You
cannot deny it!

Chlivion is all!
Parkness and silence!

n

I thought I had?
Well, it doesn't make a
difPerence. She might as
well be part of the sprue.
She seems Lo be trying
Por the same bhings.

She's easy 9 |
enough to deal with,
but I worry that every
bime she comes in, she
weakens things a bit more.
Making it easier Por the
sproe to pull blocks
apart.

We're
getting where we
have so many
problems it's hard
to keep track of
all of them.



. I'm sorry.

That was rude of me.

It is not a
problem You ¢an
help with.
Why are wou
here? Were Wou
looking Por me?

o .'a_;g:':*.*.a--"' .
ﬁ L 2k I
1 ™ -‘ T 8 |“

q 'ﬁﬂ

You, or any of the
Dauvghters, really.

We need to get to a snmall Zone called

Shadyside. IP it has a portal
anywhere, it's likely to be here ...

There is one.

My second will bake

Wou tio it.

Qutside your
cloister Por once.

Your reckoning
CoMes soon,
hatyadjv!

What happened?
15 she all right?

L

‘

v/

'F

- .

(" 1 must go thirk. )
)

. -

T —




REFT

I/ That sort of
| thing doesn't
1\ worry You¥

uﬁ_.'

| . 1 ¥ .'.!
1
« i A & .. E
[ II:.. I I-TI.’L|-1 ‘

N
W Another zone
Y with a set of
problems that
Wou're unaware of
and have no
control over ...

I'm not
responsible For
maintaining

Nor is Serene.

Perhaps not ...
but My point is,
someone should be.
Having its control divided up
amidst these Pactions, each
with their own way of doing
things ... might: as well
be no control at all.

)
,‘ It's 8 recipe
Por disaster.

everything in A4.

Being uniPied
wouldn't have
prevented the

-~ No, but it

would have enabled Wou
to respond to it with
dePinite action much
s00ner.,

I still can't believe WoL 9@
have shareholding Barkers
with whom you've had no
contact in years. IF that's
not a sigh of systemic
breakdown, what is?

Well, again, some of
that precedes the
Sprue. We've tried to Pind
Josiah more than once. He
had become reclusive
well bePore then.

Now, leke's a8

| diperent SLOMY.

No one's seen him
since the Sprue
becavse no one's had
any reason to go look
Por him.

sprue.

e,

The town manager.
¥ Tornright at that next
street, and go to the big
house all the way at the
g end. You can't miss it.

_.-"""_-_-_"""'--..__

.“\.

7 Don'tyou N\
- think marigolds
s Wil look nice as
borders?

N g

W Are you here
tl'!:I "irig'itl 5':']'!"-&':'”?:
or are you
interested in
relocating?

s - - R . (S . U 5000 ... §

h.., X s, - e gty R WIET BT doyou like
Pardon me, & - - = LA - 1] 1 living here?
ma'am ... How is it?
-r"'""g

" e

IP it were the . | |
- cenC ane w0, b — e VIRIRIRIRL RN S w Oh, it's wonderPul!
N — e - ; A It's s0 peaceful. You
never get any of that
weird stuPP happening |
like in the obher /£
~ ~
‘;" I don't have to N
worry about \
anything ever
inkerrupting my
b

.

o

N
e Can't decide iP {

= 7 they're all being mind-controlled,
A orjust Panatically normal except

» v Por their hair choices. '

Ve

Do Wou oPten have to
deal With entire zones
Lnder mental control?

J"--H_._-_-_‘_‘-H-“"'
(‘ No, you
weren't.
{"-.
e
” G Lo
/7 There's a definite
tupe of person who
| wants to live here, and }
h, Wou're not ib. '

T,

f_#___.“:rc__:-:-:

T
I don't know
what you're actually
doing here, but I
recommend You leave
immediately.

-
L,

You were? =
_ Huh. OK. )/~ Besides, we only
Hew! Give Me a second, ¢ accept applicants who
/' Thew can't hear wou I'll get him. A come personally ]
| knocking down there, ' Mo, recommended by
I"'-. The music's on. What 7 Hartwell. . P g people we f‘FUE't'-_;,-""f
N\ doYouwantr 4 What ¢an I do . NI AE A L
' Por you? SR, R e

/" We were N J . . v RS L A5 rre I o T~

1” bold to ask Par') 7 Thehouseis ~
the bown | (i ST AL a s R : - - conbiguous With Ghis
\Manager? / '{'r{ Ff - L 2 gt Y 7= EFEEE -..ﬁu:.'e c'ﬂ"Mp“-u‘5"& 5 :
4 : el Ty _ — walk around and Pind Not, sure what
good that'd do.
They'd just turn vs
away no matter
how we got in.

e |

-

Kx_ﬁn-ﬂther door =

T,

IP we're going to go in
by Porce, I'm going to
want more than just the
two of us Por that.

7/ Well ... we were
trying to decide
whebher we wanted
~ to come live in
\ Shadyside ...

B

But I don't think
that's the wauw. I think -
we need a difPerent e
approdch here.




I didn't name it. We ask people ™
there When the Rovers
st passed thmugh and
which way they were
doing. Then comes the
hard part.

"

Done this W
8 ez P
o n Yl i : : "": rore s Nope.
It doesn't . T ' M P : i Wk | Naomi gave me some hints.
always make a lot N ol N \ by ‘""‘Lf 'a 'c-u remember Naomi?

\ 0P sense, ho. TEN : e - "= 3aw her other

e ' L’ , day. Helped Pind |

1% : ' - SRS, Aunt Ro. .~ Ch, nice!

A . [ (i I B v g W " Well, keep this quiet,
| , 3 | mﬁaii Iéalgg- ’ TN but Naon |~baﬁ:-..ratru §
i , A nest koad. i Pavline's davghter. She |
b : ' bR | et Han't help. B comestocheckon AR
S - ' UL R % i - | auline sometimes. A8
Somebody had to have ; : vy B ; & T e I TR\ o
decided they were going to _ . "N AN R N : "5“'5'“"“95'& her PN LR 2
want a particular portal . | U R COME NP g Sk

oPten enough to bother == : : ! IR = [ T e o NaomI's not oo A i

: : ; e AR ~ Sl happy with Pauline b,
. making a set one. ; B R RN : & g r'|ghb_lhmr. Il?|gur"uci g

~rp— —l - B S L Lt R ] A f I'd bebber not ask. n..-:_. ‘
~  Inthe Yards that ) - _X ' ~ \ W e ‘-k; . R A
vsvally means they're in ‘o i o P MERTTRCER Y a1 N AT
or near villages, or at ) % i \ re W
crossroads.

k-

What annoys me is @8
times like this, when Wou've W
got to portal Bour diPPerent - east. Uown the "C*taﬂ 8
places just to get to the - bit Go g;'[fé",gﬁ called
one you wank. ' 2dWrian.

We need to go

i3 — o S Ny, -~

' % ‘j
A M::?E?EEATEL? La?hk.-'ff WALk MTEE- - -\‘_ 3 “Palliard and

\ e CaitiPP's spectacular
: ﬂ ﬁ mfﬁu; Zoological Virtuoso
fln b moch N Exhibition."

"‘”ﬂg- Za f (R m] N
|!| I'il.illi -

None of them are. :
There are only two big SIS Maube it's just
tLowns in the Yards. Three, iP : Me Premembering
Wou believe the stories & , bhe swamp, but
about the elP citadel. 4f I keep meaning to this Peels bad. /
& g0 visit Piertown. I
hear it's wild.

W What's that
MR by vour Poot? @

Trained-animal
show. Or @ circus, I &
guess. Or both. &

6hi Pight,
they've set up

' just down the
Let's khock on 2 Jruad. Maybe

some doors. % B . : ., everybody's

— ——— 3

ANOTHER MODERATEL Y LONEG WALK LATER- Hear Polk
inside ...

so0unds like
the show's
already in
progress.

Look, mawbe
I'm crazy, but
this is giving me
a bad Peeling.

@o inin and see
what's happening,
while I take a ook
around out here.
Unless you'd rather
sSwap ...

It's a circus
tent.. Old school.
Very old school.

There was 3 D ;
f troupe bhat tovred e No. Wanb
around A4 in one, see this.
Por a while. 488 |

Al rights, egemane, Iefé'-s
- , J TR Y | have a lot of applavse Por
Then they decided they d s Priscilla and her Peats of
Make more doing scenarios. : balance-and grace!
I hired them 8 couple of times. o~ f
Acrobats can be vseful.

It's really amazing Por an
animal, don't you think?
Though I think she might: be
They say elephants are smart, but sparter bhan a Pew of wou in
Pace it;, all animals are pretty dumb . the audience ...
when you get right down to it. ~F W Y J

And now,
let's welcome |
our next act! &




- ..r e B 1 { T4 -
e REE s mt::' =

'!'Ilql:l--l.._.-..u -+ i o

L

.:"f Who's a good \"-:I
\  dog, hMm?

1.1‘1"5 Er tﬂ'ﬂ qu feb '-..1_._ 3 P | : - : | _.I Wy Iy I".-.""-..,‘ ,.-"'"..
back here. = | , - L e

- o,
- -,
- ™

;- b

Are you a
simulation? "'|
|

Il'
[
' I sure hope You are ... |
- but why do I get the /f—amme
Peeling you aren't? 'i"

LT L

Thew're in the
middle of a show,
there shovld be people
PURNiNg around Mmoving
props and herding
animals and trying to
get the next act
ready ...

I just want
tohrrghle!
II,-"""*I‘H help You
,  Find out.

| ( I'mtired of LY Once Palliard
\ Shorthairs. ' Yl A\ 2 gives You some
» " gl training, you'll be
” \ _ y thrilledto be a
I think you'll | ~ \¢ \ A\ Ve dog.
look good with & - ¥ W \ Y\ V
nice thick coat.

-
- 2N

You won't
know Wou were
ever anything |

e ['E‘E . ._.-"'I

May we present:
Princess Christing and her
Royal Horse Brigade!

... hot Ghat
that will
An dpbhab r:ancrr[_udea our present any
erformance For today! - ey L
] H difficulties. Poor stupid
creatuores.

Thank you all very
Much Por attending.

I'd be surprised
iF you covld walk
vpright, at this point.
You were such good
lisbeners.,

It's all right.
You'll be on all

Eﬂl."?'l-"i‘r JI:TE.I",' ~. pl:'U r"“:' pF‘DM H'ﬂ‘ﬂ
: on anyway.

~
L She with this bhing? 4 I'd like to ask our
Han't Peel right ... + special guests to remain
/ seated while everyone
else leaves ...




AN

=

mi, o,

'w._-'*.%.

What are = W ' | R .-
ET«Z?S'?Q S R ' "I don't see her Y

= ' \ o\ m Could ask same. | . aﬂﬂﬁi\.rhgpg_ 2
\;_/ You with bhese Polk? '

s

r No.
( Maybe went

nnth

Lk

Feel kind skel ... 4 R R check bent?

I don't know
that word.

ra

Bad.

=] |'.ri

Oh, not even "kind op."
They're rotten.
I was looking Por a missing person
and got caught: oPP guard. I broke
oLt oF it this morning, but I was
playing along until tonight,
when they're asleep.

AT
@on kick their ass?
Try to, anywal.

Want to help?

¥ Got Ruby here too.
Find her, three of us,
kick ass right now.

I =

L

CREES HAD AN ADVENTURE WTH JEX IN #27. IT HAD ITS UFS AND DEWNS-

Much better now that we've
gotben those clobhes off, hMMZ You're
vpposed to wear clo . You'r :
not & FF a6 ot lothes ol I want Wou to Porget You
animals. Remember that. keep g atended to be h Vo)
repeating it in Your head. ever preLended Lo be homan. 1o0
= ~ weren't doing a very good job of it
anyway, were Wouz

You're
animals, and
once CaitiPFP gets
her butt in here,
ho one will ever
mistake wou Por
a human
again.

We've
got 50 Mani
dogs already,
though. I wonder if
We should add a
dancing bear act?
Fub some extra
weight on you

Palliard
messes with their
Minds; CaibiPP does
the bodies. Hoh, Where /s
CaitiPP, anyway? We
may need to--

Ao - e > . What on
Good call. ; N . 5 : o\ earth?

Did Cres
manage to--

close to You. She
heeds proximity to
do her thing.

=

»  Idon't know %
¥ Where the other one
B came Prom. She might be
With the one I caught
poking around. She's in
the kennel now.

take care of
bhese two.

Get real close
to Pist, han't
watch out.

ey Faster/ h
o She Won't let them come )

too deep into the woods.
She'll call them back. £

.

o

ot

il el ok lf",i' (o
e ~i“": f""! rI"; { ,'
_,__ju'-.




You don't have
to whisper. They'd
have to try really
hard to see or hear - Adequate.

us. EIP trick. I'M not @ very good
constructor, not For

things like this. I'm better
with personal ibems,

But, wes, I'm like clothing.

surprised they're
still looking.

Why'd think
bhey wan't? Palliard

depends on

proximity too, in a
difPerent way. Proximity
and repetition. Sometimes I
almost broke Pree just

becavse she hadn't
"trained" me Por @

day or two.

1P Caitifp
ranges koo Par Prom
Palliard, she risks losing
the control on bhe "animals"
witih her. And Palliard covldn’t
come Wibh them or she
Might lose everyone
back at the circos.

We might: need to
stay up here a while. I
think I can make us ; Wabeh
something more comPortable auc

though. 8hift over to that your Pooting. There
g-ﬂther branch. may be some gaps
in the Ploor.,

Ch, I can ‘ The riding part I'm not being a complete
take all Ghis Was Pon, and I admit I bit.ch, You mean?
SEUPP oPP! the costume was :
pretby sexy ... but

bhat headpiece! Wan't say like

that exactly ... L
No, it's true.

Some of it's becavse I know Wou--I
haven't seen too many people [
trust lately--

I...was trying to be

8 something a litkle too hard.
And it didn't work oLt anyway.
I can't go back to it. They
won't let me.

I spent @ month aPter the swamp

just wandering around, trying to Pigure

/It had to stay out what: bo do. I book the missing-person
" on even when I did job just to ... well, bo keep MY brain busy. And
Plips, so it was then those two grabbed me.
basically clamped

And never onto My head. I almost wanted tio stay there ... at least

wear it again, - _ then I'd have something to be, evenif it

I hope. ) was someone else's decision ...

Y'know, You
an't like were Nothing Por wou
last time. to apologize Por. I'm
glad you came along
when you did.

You know, the [ast
Lime we were inkimate,
it wasn't in ideal
circomstances.,

Would wou like to see how
it goes when we're both in
our right minds?

Floor gon be
hard tho.

I ¢an do something
about that.

SEEENE BARKER AND CORBAZON ESTILO'S PERSONAL SFACE, SEEENITY.

You don't even
know what I'm going
to ask you!

No, but Wou have a
special tone of voice
s when You want to talk
’ HAY — about something I'm 28
o hot going to like. 4%

[ was enjoying just ™~
having quiet: time with
wou. You know I love Lor, but
she's wearing me out. I Well, given

don't Ghink I'm very good your history ...
at motherhood. actually, that's kind
of what I want to
talk about.




Any day
how, we're
going to have to It's just not real. It's like
produce there are stories in my head
Lucivs. about how once upon a bime I was
bhis Lucivs person, but I don't
quite believe them.

I've tried so pard, Serene.

Ever since coming back Prom the

coma, I've been trying. I never
works. I don't think Lucius is ever . .
: going to be real to me again. And the horrible thing
T know * i, I'M pretty sure a big
Wou're not happy R " part of the reason I can't

about the idea, 2 | make it real is that I don't
: bug-- 1 ' ' want to be Lucivs.

bharbiﬂgg ﬁfﬁ';:‘;,ﬁ Certainly Yyou can be

It's not about "happy." whatever Wou want to be,
ooy el 4 i
I don't mind doing it T WG T WA Be and [ like what you want

able to Pake it well enough 6 to, ey,
to be believable.
But we are going to have

to play this stupid game, Por
political reasons. IF we say "Lucivs

i gone" right now, there'll be a

Fight, and that's a distraction

we don't need.

B AN
You're not going to be Paking! , e

Whatever else has happened, IR N T
Wou're still Lucius Barker ... U W R I'll coach you.
B T6'll work out.

"\.

=8

"-.._‘___‘_‘___-____

; '?-fe'.; v

Could be any
place then?
Roby--

Pon't worry. I
know their route.
They have a planned
tour schedule. I don't
Pigure they'd break

Huh. They never Prom that.

bother to move this
early in the day.
I wonder iP they
were trying to get
away From us.

Over the [ast

wear or so I've

Oh, they don't pack it all ™ [earned portal
up. Palliard has a way of lpcations all over the
portalling the whiole thing. Yards. I can get vs

Not: sure how. pretty close.

Good girl!
You've almost
got it/

Now, remember, Wou're
just a dog whose job is
performing in a show!

You like to do
what I want you do do,
becavse that means
ke Wou're a good dogaie!
o
sill
sleep? You're such 8
pretty puppy too ... I
should get CaitiPF to make
longhairs more often ... though
, they're 50 much harder to

Palliard's not. keep groomed ...

L hear her in the tent.

Other too.
Becalled.

g Catch her
before she

starts letbing
oLt animals

FEERRROYY




Back oFFY

I can open all
bhe cages at
once. You hear
them? They
don't like Wou.

£an someone open

I wasn't
50re Seeing
Me would cue
Wou encugh.

Ah ...

bhis cage Far us,
please?

" I don't think Wou
should do that.

And the other one
chickens out too.

Kind of amazing
she managed to recall
with you all at her
throat like that.

The Bovers, I
presume?

Let's wait a
moment on that ontil
we geb everyone
sorted oub.

I guess
the horses
were actually
horses ...

our mounts!
They're all right!

I hadn't '
realized it would
either. I know seeing
Naomi does. And Lilac
can alwaus call me
out of it.

Oh yeah? [ J
Well, you can't o
stop me! |

sEEEEEP”
Well, some of us.

: They appear to have
L caught quite a Pew others

| U

All the conditioning
st.opped when Palliard
recalled.

It's you they don't like.

' il aui 0N

R
Are You o Whom
we owe thanks Por
Preeing us Prom those
scoundrels?

besides ... T

Not directiy. That
was these two. I was
busy learning to jump

through a hoop.

| |
Have I seen

You three
before?

Yes. You threw me
into a Pence.

Oh, right!
Huh. You mostly
operate way
soUbheast of here,
right# The circus
got around.

Wonder where
else they ganked
people Prom ...

# ISSLUE #2E5.

Y Ican't always come

out by myself ... Yes, I gathered. Those two
didn't know any of the horses

weren't simulations, so they never
actually did anybhing to wou ...

but Wou didn't break out.

I'M not even sure
what happened. I was
rURRning around a ring with
8 the obher horses a ot Z And
: SOMEONe Was jumping
around on our backs?
Anyway,
gerene's likely to be
a ot less mad iF it was
Oh, dear. out of wour contirol.
Have I missed
something
important?

want to hot be a horse
For a while, and stay
soMewhere Wou ¢an get
at your messages in
a hurry.

There's a man in From
AZ. He wants to help vs Pix
the Sprue, but before he
can, he needs a
shareholder meeting.

Alf oP 08?7
Have you Pound

Josiah? Not yet.

We're working
our way down
the list.

We came to Pind one
of wour group Por an
urgent matter.

One of vs?
Whom do Wou seek?

She did not.
You ¢charged her
and missed.*

I have to do
bhe next part in

private. See if you can

keep everybody else busy
cleaning up, OK?

Favline!
Are Yoo all right?

" Consider me
on alert.

Thank you
Por being
discreet. None
of the Rovers
know except
Lilac.

I guessed that.

You might keep an eye
ovt Por the circus pair; I
have a Peeling they're just
going to sbart over.




LU LALURENCE AND LEYNA BARKER'S PERSONAL SPACE, SERENITY.

I think it's going to
have to be an infiltration.
I hate to ask you to do Well, I don't mind, but I don't
bhis one too ... want to go in there alone ... and
know Wou hate the disguise jobs, and Jex
doesn't like them either ... I'll need tio

was Rover?
Bot wan't tell
who?

That's
right, and
I'mosorry I
can's.

She's
keeping it
pretty secret. I
think only Pour
people know
besides her.

It's
" probably geing
to cavse trouble
| Por her one day,
& but bhat's her
business.

C¥, s0 what
happened?

You've told me
several times wou
don't like looking like
anything but

yourself.

And you
haven't been thrilled
about doing this kind of job
either ... nob sawing you
Y don't have good
reasons ...

Yet here you are
volunteering Por two of them in
8 Pow ... one in the Yards, where
Wou have bad history, and another
that's going to need an
dappearance change ...

SoMething's
difPerent.

FRESORL, (5 ,

Well, the good -

."‘r.
i

Sy newsis, there's NI

And
Leyna is not
in the ops
room/ It's @

miracle! 4 No reason o

be there.
Quiet day, and the
other business is
waiting on Wou.
How'd it go?

OK. A couple of
complications, but
we Pound her,
What about
Wours?

Failed.

Hartwell, who's Zeke's
concierge or something,
won't let us talk to him.

Sheridan was willing to Pight
our way in, but I didn't
think that was the
best idea.

Got messed by skels
in Century other day.* Got
back to right: [ook by self.
First time.

Do it one time, know
¢an gain. Makes lot better.
An't mind look some rosh
know can get back.

Cther part, vh--
Need help, seems crux, who
else you got, right?

Told Aunt Ro an't
decided stay. she said Sleep
han't gon do me much iP hide

all bime. Gob do some.

Sides, Yards han't all bad
history. Got good there too.
Thought bout goin stay there.

— P O

: enough of them and
b they're all so similar that

Got svibs ...
why han't just go in
like bhis?

Pind somebody else, and right off
hand I don't know who.

... fou're sure?

It's not just going to be a
disguise. We may have to do
Some obnoxiovs thinﬁﬁ, Like,

act like we love Zeke.

Al rights, then.

Leyna, give vs directions, and
we'll see about tackling it after

we get some lunch.

My last meal came in a

bowl on the ground.

o~ Well, if
/oo decide to live
in the Yards, look
out. Pavline needs
\ someone bo police

. . it. Badiy.

yedh, kind
got: that.

Anyway, I'm glad
Wou're here today. I
hope this isn't going to
be too horrible Por
eitiher of vs,

We'll load the
s0its when we get
up to the portal.

B e should be able to A
Mmingle just Pine.

i ._:!,' i
Remember all the warnings =L Y Well, Zeke
I gave wou Por the Scholz thing? ‘ Y £ seems to,
Not standing too close? People S RN L
rURNing into Wou or ¢closing doors on '
WouZ? This'd be even worse,
Invisibility isn't all that.

I'm told he
| never had much
A\ imagination.

The bad news is
leke has a type.

Got be
white lady,
mean?

APraid so.

I don't khow iP it's his R - o 5 O N\ ¢ An't gon lnow
actual policy, but we don't e U A | S
want to take the risk. ; N

\__ Which i yov! ¢/ We're going to

< 'i | stay together,
I

what looks
like ...

"He's kind of hard
to describe. No
| strong Peatures.

I Pigure there are
only two men in the
| house, him and Hartwell.
\ Hartwell's older, thinner
b and blonde. Avoid him.

P Let's try looking if
the bedrooms.
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Bis 2 Hartwell made

=7 it bigger 50 it'd be
N more Pun Por us to ride,

but it's harder to get:
y  Your mouth around
ROW ...

Nice to see they're
keeping busy though.

Doing Pine!

Now, don't expect

him b0 say anything. He

barely even makes
hoises anymore. IF he
comes, he liked it.

And don't Porget to
¢lean him up when
Wou're done!

any of the
bedrooms.

Why are they N
constantly going into |
bhe basement? As

L 500N @s one leaves,

another goes in. 4

Ch, wait!
Are you new?
.~ I haven't seen
\ Wou before ... /

: Nice!

[ Come over here
h \\ and I'll walk you
. Ghrough it.

sorry! I
didn't expect
L hertodo M
. that.

ER -
Ry Wow, he is
B’ really out of it. IP
gow he's even reacting to
ol What you're doing, 1 can't
g=e bell ... and what you're
C doing, I shouid be
& able to tell.
2
Can't tell iP
he's being

controlled ... lek's !
try taking off this | N
stupid crown ... /

I'f.- " . 5
I:RH-:'J‘-'I." long have I been like that, you | -

S0n of a bitch? W
-

... Maybe wait
talk to him?

V7 Riding him's
LA, more Pun, bub iP you
M just want to get your

turn over with, mouth's
bae. Faster and you don't

4, have to undress Por
4 ’& that.

He doesn't care
| Which. Go ahead and
\ do mouth this time.

regibast.

He should just
about be good to
go now, 50 Wou
can stars.

| No difPerence.

v

Bite him.

oS

7 Ldon't mean

\_ biteit ol 4

o

- .
———

P T

7~ Just enough Y
Lo hurt,

i [ J—— T ‘
How long? -

_._,_-—'—'_._-_-—'—n_
—

R =
You told Me You were going
[ to help me! You said you were
b going to Make me--

i

Igave you %
everything You J
wanted!

7 And messed with My head £0 do
itZ Did you mess with everybody
else's heads here too?




==

I'm going to r*ip
the hat ofF every
single person in this
town, Hartwell.
Right now.

You know, you pull - . '
something like this, it ) X ” What, ik the kind
always goes badly when OF things they do¥ _

bhey recover. £ . - S

Sy
i
¥

ut —d
ki

Tal i

P - W Thiswasn't |
You don't know a goddamned thing. . about that.
He's going to be in Por & shock. All the
headwear does is minor reinPorcement.
. Everybody who lives here wants to be here.
o "'.:f* \ Everybody in this hovse likes the gig. And he ol
- got exactiy what he wanted. Like you
: _ said: I had him. T
/ - = i ‘ had him to Where he
/ And iP any of them is , e T Y K : 7 ? couldn't walk or talk.
(-' surprised, acts like they . \ — -

' .i.,.l..-f-

5 Only part of his brain
haven't been in control ofF IS ' o R : still working was the /

themselves, I'm going to tell B - 4 il part attached to
them to Pind Wou and beat 7 IwonderiP

' = & .;
Your 01Ty 855 | he knows that, . ’ > dic *"*_ > f’r
\\ \—/ " - tlhﬂ ugh " J i o . .. : y
w . oy ' .. > | ... - -. 4 r

I destroyed a Barker.
And MY only Tegret is that it
wasn't more of a challenge.

Look, before Wou
vanish, like I'm sure
Wou're about to do ... would j :
Wou humor me and answer Next time. T'niaoiia N
z : : , , I'M going
i q”ﬁt"ﬂ” fou had him. . to pick one of bhe more
You had his power at

: difficult ones.

ﬁ . your disposal.

"'.,:',f .-"' 7 Why didn't you do
S anybhing with it?

=

..-'r-' Ry sy 4 .-*

SEEENITY, THE NEXT DAY-

o

e - - e = N 0n...he's &
I Oh, hey, this : Now, Mr. Sheridan, don't be like fos - oy
(_ ook Paiiar that! We're making progress. We only =r 0 J beom Sty ot
e have Brendan and Josiah lePt A ar a coupie 0
| : | IS b / Y | days, and T think it |
| 7/ Turns out we had a | e — 1 i e i B Coconiogree 4
(‘ maniPest Por it! We just s TN, N ) with it
. heeded to dust it ofP 5 ra :
\ and regenerate it.

Y Anyway,so, N
| Brendan.I have
good and bad and £
semi-good news. &

Good is I was
able to Pigure out
exactly where g
Brendan is right now .- s
Prom what little
, Highpoint data I
& have.

Sounds to me
like someone was
getting at things

she's not supposed
to have access to

And Lucivs.,

7 In a good cavse,
I keep telling you, right?
Lucivs will be here.
Besides, hacking doesn't help much
here. Brendan is paranoid. He's got
the bightest rights setup in Ad
these days. Even the Cobbles
I'll believe it is easier to crack.
When I see it.

Let: me guess:
the bad news is we
can't get to him.

It's almost
like Wou've done
Lhis before.

N o,
r N surprise -

In lockZ Or han't A Me. Oh, no, ho.

portal near? ‘ 2 You're not ‘:'r{tltllﬁg

. out again/

Both. set portals into
Highpoint are Pew and Par
between, and there's only Well, when I was

one neutral one that B coing the resuits of the
anybody can access. M block scan, I Pound out , ;
B something interesting wéﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁfﬁ % :‘31 Zl:.l E”
" about Highpoint. Yk J IGE |
And we don't ks o _ B but You didn't want to go to the
have too many BT i Cobbles ... wou didn't want to go to
known locations 3 e LI the Yards ... it's the same way with
H;J%"Fig& ﬁ?’t gaite everything now! You want to it in
E e |
fighpoirt's T bhink it'l give you WAdLarAIrt and NaYer g6 00t
semi-contiguous--I mean, two a way in. and actoally do any of it!
Wou can walk Prom one estate . o - :
to another ... but Brendan's on There's a ... logistics
an estate right now that's not problem, but I bet we can
likely bo let 05 in iP we walk up Pind @ way to solve it.
- to the door and knock.

But you're much better at
that! My skills are all in data--

Then learn

e A ( Patience, Mr. Sheridan.

. We'll keep you inPormed.

Your rePusing to get your
Peet wet is putiting a burden on
me. On the Jumpers. On Jex, if

Wou got Your way.
You aren't doing wour paret.

And that's really going to
bite Wou on the ass when
circomstances change!

Obviously, you
don't have o come ...
but we could prebably

vse three here ...

Like when I leave!!
Wan't miss it.
Long as an't Scholz ady.

DePinitely
not.




%
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" How ¢an you hate
the Yards and be OK
With this place?

e

Every time I go
through that
portal, I question
MY liPe choices.

—

I probably should
have thought up
another way.

Skill, it
doesn't Peel like
I'm having any
trovble
spstaining it ...
I just
can't let
myself think
about how it
can't possibly
work.,

- e
e

e I don't know ™,
( what the rules are |
_about this ... I sure,}
N hopeit's Ok ... /

.ﬁjr_:_"_'_ﬁx

~ Neverhadto
( deal with a stranger )

%,

. before.. -

N

Well, you
Y remember that Brendan
controlled the Aerie.
Bertram ran it, but it

Oh, I hate | aﬁ Brendan's.

Turns oLt
that hasn't changed,
and the Aerie got
incorporated into
Highpoint.

A this place too. Ja!
b ' Huh.
How do we get to it?

That's the problem.
They don't have a place
on the ground providing

wings anymore, and none of
the people we know up
there are responding to 47
MY messages, £/

W, I know
/  Ghis location pretity
well by now ... I could go
Lp, and open a portal to
~ A down here to bring
Wou twe up ...

You ¢an go
vp? How?

&0 what's your

4 surprise information?

Wow. They have
dePinitely changed

the place ... They

heed to learn
how o Use some
color other than
whitie, though. This
i5 blinding.

It's all right,
§|’r| namon. I know her.,

=, o

-‘-—-""‘-'—-—.___.—n._"'-:"'-

Thor and I were ™, '
both hoping wou'd Jn
come visit 05,

___,__.—J' e
¢ B
. 3

{4 long I've almost

‘HP‘/ 'Tha:rugh it's been s0
L @argatten her Pace.

it

I’

L

When we did the
whole Aerie thing ...
remember serene
said wou could Ply iP
Wou just ... LA ...
rejected the idea of
FPalling enough?

I ended vp
having reason
to test that. And
it worked. You
have to Pocus
pretty hard, but
it can be
done.

" And Wou hever
mentioned this.

R v% It never really
W A oy 'il'.'._ " 2 A

£ OK, OK.
0/ Trubhis, I didn't want it to
- [ become part of my repertoire.
/ - | Ididn't want you or Serene
)\ 5aying "Let's send Ruby on
. Ghis, shecanPly ..." 48

7 I6's less vsePul R
than you think. Mostly it

just means I can Pall ofF high

things saPely. I've only
needed it a couple of
times since then.

—

-

" Who are you?
( What are you doing |

Up here? Uh, how are

You up here?

1\\,‘_“:‘:““;—.—&%-
! I'm "-“H
looking Por
A ) Glynis, iP she's
 \_5till here.

- e

7 We heard all ™
¢ kinds of interesting
. _ stories about You
3 ' ~ 1 e e hi
. | - h_ﬁ:ﬂ:h n thv.f:frréﬂpr*u hit

Well, you don't
make it easy.

-= Sigh --
Yeah. We were going to
work on that. Then the
Sprue came.
And we got moved to
Highpoint, where nobody
wants to go. I don't think
anybody remembers
we're up here,

P [ H‘\
( I've changed a bit anyway. )

40 have Wou.
~— J A

Not using
( mechanical wings )
\ ahumure,lﬁee.f_,

a

- :;..r -
- o e —
+ '__H,,ﬂ———q;{_“
/7 Taways \
thought those
were a lack of
imagination on
Bertram's

7~ You know, Tdon't ™
want to speak ill of
them, but when Bertiram
and Gloria died, it Preed
\ LS bo make a lot of
Y. iMprovements. /

|
ONE FOETAL AND AN EXPLANATION LATEE.-

— o

, -
... Well, we're no
Priends to Brendan up
here, we don't like how he
runs Highpoint ... but we need
to keep on his good side,
obviously.

My worry is if he

Interestin

gets the idea we were place, huh?

involved in this, he could
throw a Pit and delete
our space.

Madha,
Rosh build it way

I'd never put you Lp in air tho.

at risk of that.

= ‘\' ’

I've got some
equipment: that will let us
drop gentiy. We'll glide down tio
the outer courtyard of the
Bonisova estate. No one will be
watching the skies Por us, and
no one will think that's how
we got there,

Thew'll assume we
snuck through the
gates somehow.

OK. I'll take
You to where
Wou heed to
drop.

On one
condition.

You have to
promise to come visib
us some time when
there's not a crisis.
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! Highpoint isn't &
actually all that big ... at ¢
least not the contiguovs |

parts. I think most of the [
y estates are bigger on the
N inside, though. '

sl \
[ gitire . ]
\ Heads up! /

a =
e =
-

~ Might not: be
a good idea to
lean on that

\
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I hotice you
decided to wear one
of tihe Versta. FIying takes a lot ouk
of you, apparentiy. I
wouldn't want to run out of
b juice halPway down.

W Mso,gotba ™

conserve erler*g in
¢ase your stufF Pails |
and I'have totryto /

&

N . [0 b _— W [iPt all three of vs. /

e — et : - ."- 3 : o
" They do that, ™~ E
/ AppearouvtoP
howhere, Ply past, ,.‘

""-x_,_‘d isappear again. 3
- N
I|I|_-_-.-H \.:':."-.

A
!
iy

R

— < ~il
7/ Never seen any ™ Ontothe N | A
{ of bhem& this close | | next zone, I )% | - L
\_ bePore ... - ' ;

;. guess. = Han' say

I i — 7 = Ghatd
You bhink ~_ ° 24 : =
. they can cross T
Come out zones {
Prom none? 59*"'"5*"'3‘? .

Well, it's the only
explanation that
Makes sense. .

o TR
( This is wour stop.
WE'VE SEEN THE LOONEES IN SEVEBAL - . You ready?
DIFFERENT ZONES IN VARIOUS ISSUES, BUT = '
ALWAYS, AS BUBY SAYS, WAY UP IN THE SKY.

Now we just have to N3
Pigure out where
Brendan's hiding ...

' ' P 1P that's the
looking Por X quality of resistance,
Brendan. '

maybe we shovld have 1 I : This should be it
just stormed the up ahead. I think
gates. we're in the clear.

Are you
going to be _Ei
helpPul boy? Han't want
Pight alltho. |

H-his ,
lordship's ) : ; i What Jex said
chambenrs! PEscs, i . Let's see iF we can

get vp to Lord
; =% L Eonisava's rooms
Flease don't RS ;

o b . without attracting
hll..h .'l.IE Egam. i i % '. EHH -"M'T"E
1 ; attention.

V' And how do we
gek there?




e——
His Majesty and
Lord Bonisova are
conPerring and are not

F
to be disturbed. Ok, lady,

remember wou
picked ib.

Yeah,
well, this is
oPPicial business.
S Carkerbusiness.
So eibher step

aside or --

ALLAMAGOOSALUMY

%‘ﬁ* b
b b

RO L4440
o
.

boseppnns

7 : k. » rJ'.'"f '_..".jr+1u*'
L A

:

L § |
E 3 \ -

aill wanb to make ' P4 |
trouble now?

Hel, leh e show Hob 3 BPick.

I think I'll drop you
i @ trash barrel.
... Wait,
where's the
other one?

Now, you can recall,
and we go in.

Or I ¢an change
Wou into something that
¢an't interPere, like a
cockroach or a bag of
dirt ... and we go in.

I don't want to get ™

you Pired. Which do you Teaes
think will play better
with Brendan (ater? @&

all!
all!
oPF medl!

What the-- o

/7 Even iP you
Who's there? | A [ dreaBarker,

l'-. Wou can't just

: —_:t"-._ fhﬂf"'gé “1""
You've got no = > :
right to be in here!
I'll have your ass
Por this!

1 T TPy e <

I don't think
I've ever seen
Wou break out :

that Past. Shut up,

Alex.

She's not as
good as she thinks.
Plus she gave me

warning.

che'll get

stronger iP she
practices, and one day she'll
redlize she doesn't have to vse
'EEIUFH‘J .'u_".ﬁgi'f 1-'\"":1'IFI:T'5'- THEH
she'll actvally be
dangerous.

This is Pamily
business, Brendan,
as you'd know iP you

- - n et me Bellvou.
Hey, Brendan/ . 4,

4top Pucking around Por
a second!
We need to talk to you.

And it's
important. You want
me to come back with
three or Pour obher
= Mhkh -- members of the Pamily?
80 to speak. I can do that ...




ONE EXTRICATIEN AND ONE EXPLANATION LATEE.

What I

krow is I
have even fess
interest in
anything you have

to say than I do
her. m'
50 Wou ¢an
—
. -

Well, you
You barged in here Por that ¥ shovld.

I don't want tio Pix Ad. I like it
the way it is. I didn't set Highpoint up
just to have the rest of You come mess
with it. Bad enough that she meddles
here all the damned Gime ...

just--

Ok, but this isn't just
about that. This is about

Pmdmgbiéwggrﬁg deal with b - e Becavseit's . | —
. : anfhg to eat the whole 1 / ahe's right B

place. Highpoint tioo. It ! b .
1 ] " r " 4 K gh‘ "'|
won't give a shits iP . Brendan. We've

. You're a Barker. . Nt lost halP of Ad and
: f Tl it's not 5iﬂwmg y

N! right, I'll Show vp. S
IP only to keep all of wou
; shitheads Prom doing
You can't be king of something to me becavse
anything if all wour real I wasn't there.
estate keeps dissolving. Or if
I all your subjects keep getibing
Adonngno g sucked into interspace.
Bocking Sorved! Nobody comes back Prom
cisel o bt that, you know.

That was ? o
actually a lot - : = SN The only
easier than I pr Ty A A : L] ¥ e"

expected it to be. ¥ Now we ( Ok, leb me ™\ S - —  Josiah seems to o gg: tfaﬁ?ji 60!
And didn't bake IU:-':"E' !'la"l’f'-' \ 13y it out. ST believe in privacy thr'ﬂugh ' do a blind portal |4
very long. Josiah. . = - L./ accessibility, nob permissions. " based on bhe /
That is, he doesn't keep his space \_ data. )
idiibaiiis e - | locked, but made it hard to get to. o ST
5hm‘ﬂd Lﬁ:':.fa Adri? & It never did connect to any 4
e 'm btk . ., obher data blocks, even 488 ey
\ about that. / 77 i bePore. g | VWhich ™~
" % ; b = o ) 1o one else

- = has ever
There were S | managed to do,

only ever Pour pecple \ asfarasl
besides him Who knew how to \ N know. A
get there, as Par as I can tell. His = .
WiPe Judith has been dead Por many
wears. His brother Prentiss is off in
d detmg single-block Pragment / |
himself, and we can't get to "
that either. -

e =
Nobody knows where his
sister Buth is right now. Pavline ™
- replied to a message about her
Ok, but . saying she was pretty sure Ruth waﬁ) I've done it a
Why? iy , in the Yards, somewhere, but even | couple of times, but
Plenty of dav lePt : she doesn't know where her A it's a calcviation, it's

IP We bake t..gug moch mother is Por certain. " hot the same as
[onger, Mr. — actually having been

Sheridan's going to that place ..

S A\ i His mother Jeanne . :hﬁ 5 N M
... You don't H in a small set of blocks she
want to do it, 2 ! controls, which we have no idea )
I do not do You? g how to get to, and she's not
answering her messages. .~ And i T get it

explode.

| " wrong, the portal
o o but not ; ¢ i el goes somewhere We
or the reason don't want. Middle of a
Wou think. His children apparentiy never wall. Or interspace,

Visited his personal space. more likely.

..-'"_-H__.___-_-_H"
Leyna, you're

rF e
1"’ atill, I suppose it - . EELE, M
\ hag to hap;aﬁ This is going to have to be essential, like it or nob.

B a solo job. I won't risk more  TEEEEEEEC R : IP I disappear in there,
than one person. And that's e | : that's one thing, but iP wou
going to have to be me. ? : : disappear, a whole lot of
stUPP grinds to a halt.

: Honestily, you'd
; g . T be a better
Ruby, iP I Puck this up, vice--it's -
then it should be me that M edd ot
gets Pucked up with it. T don't O bl o0 Y,
B want t"ﬂ’p‘é“.‘bﬂii;ﬁ Yoo iP1 You're almost the only one
- geb i g- holding this place
- together.

Yeah, I
vnderstand, but
too bad. -

And if goes bad
slide, RubY might be
only one can get out.

Ml rights, all right.

But you'd better come
back in one piece.

| g e A
'_: "-'q."‘!r 3 o -'.- w 1 -—-"f
e  I'mnot ' /

S\ worried. = - .
" P 3 n - EEn Oh ...

—

1.—-'--.\"“_
Well, that )
worked ... but ...

What are they,
and what are they
doing here?

J-“-

-
, IP I get stuck, I'm
expecting you to invent |
A\ SoMe Way bo rescue me. 4




What
have you
doneZZz

I'M sorry.
You didn't give me any
choice there.

Drove her away ...
Wou drove Judith away and
RN ,r..-,:'i'ft‘é? EIHE 'l'llc'ﬂlb CoMe

back again ...

No one asked Wou Lo
come here ... only geod
Bhing in the world and You
drove her away ...

Josiah, that's not your wile!
Your wiPe is deaad’
I don't know Who or what that is,
but it's not Judithd
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Nothing is important!
Wothing!
There's nothing Without her! , o
You don't understand! - . "

4 "'-i.,a-""'a\\,.a-"

I don't care iP she's a
ghost! I don't care if she's a
Mmonster! I don't care about

anything but herif

Do you care
about A4Z

Whether it survives?

Because that's
what this is about.

U e MR
.~ They're not My <}
ghost:s, bhough. Except WL
Por Judith. I don't And they °

I
s P low long ™,
" have they

What is it you
want exactiv? Am I
heeded to Meet With

You
drive My
wiPe away

bhe obhers?

and want to

, recognize any of them. 4 never speak, 50 |

Very well.
I'll resume checking
messages. Just tell me
when and where 6o

drive me out;
of My home
too?

" Ican't ask.

been here?
& When did it
start?

Show Up.

v Oh, I covldn't
say. I stopped
keeping track of N
b biMe Wears back. S
i Josidh ... do _
You have anywhere
ko go? We're not sure
where Ruth is, Pauline's
very diPficult to get, and
Brendan or Prentiss ...
well.
Do you need a place
to stay?

It's not like that.
First oPP, I don't think it's
saPe here. I have no idea

what's kept the Sprue Prom
eating it Por this long.

" Aevally ...
Josiah ...

I appreciate
the ofPer, but I'll Pind
somewhere until the
meeting.

7 I don't think vou

. mostiy ...
should stay here. But mostiy

I just don't think it's good
For you to sit here in the
dark with your ghosts.

Perhaps I'll call on
My daughter. That

Why don't wou should startle her.

come With me?

e

... YOU Mmay
have a point.

il Mg 4 .ll‘_ ’Pﬂr!
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417 T |
( everyone's Pound, the :
. \ Meeting's going to be as on't Ehink we
... ho, I've never 500N as possible. ,-'_".ai-f ﬂaﬁé‘.ﬂ :it.ht;ﬁag
heard of aﬂl;ﬂthiﬁg like o but itll I:Tr:r:?babhﬂ bpl
that. They were all over \__ 6OMOPPOW MoPRing.

the place? \\ , bomorrol g.
* Everywhere. Just sort ! Z
of wandering around.
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7~ Where are

L
e A you ofP bo?

I mean, I don't B
think they could be { .-
actual ghosts ...

Oh, I hope not!
I know all things are possible
in this place, but we've got to
have some limits ...

Home. I was in
the middle of
redoing My personal
space when all this
came up.

I want to get
back to that. And
maube some solid

sleep, Wknow?

Anyway, it just didn't
seeM like a good idea Por Josiah
to stay there. He's going to Pind
somewhere else to wait until the
meeting. APter that ... I mean, 4
we can't stop him. :

I don't think I'd be
welcome at a Barker
meeting anvhow. I know
Wou'll keep me
informed.

LATE THAT NIGHT.

This is Johan
Morell. He khows
things about the

sorry bo come aprue

Lnexpectedly ...

I'm sorry I didn't
spedk Lp sooner.

. o
needs to talk to T

Leyna, and I don's

khow wWhere she &
i5 right now. 4SS

Well, I can't invite =
you in. I kind of don't T
have a house at the 4

W I guess it's pretty

important?

Let me put some pants on
and then we'll go Pind
someplace to talk.

Now who on moments.

earth ...

FOR




