Coh, new

people! Miki, are you sure

Welcome! bhis is a good idea?

O'mon. I be Pun!

IP wou don't like
i, We never have to
do it again.

How do Wou know? You
remember everybody?

Oh, no, it's the
way you walk in.

Nobody's nervous
dPtertheir Pirst visit,

It's completely
safe. We've neyer
had a problem.

And it's totally
anonymous. No one will
know who you are. IF you
decide you didn't like it,
no consequences.

—

hours, 50 iF Wou can't be here
that long, now's the time to say
ho. We come get you and take you
out at three hours 50 Wou can
recover in private.

It lasts a libtle over three (

Drink it all at once.
Bot wait: until wou get
into the changing room.
It works Past.

Share g

Though I don't think
we've ever had anyone
who didn’t like it. Some people
say later that they wouldn't
want to do it very often, but

changing room, iF
Wou don't mind.
We're pretty
busy tonight.

they do enjoy it.

Some people come back
nearly every night.

Any open
door.

-=I can Peel it/
gamgﬂhmg‘; ﬂ[dgﬂu drink Hours

happening! Wet? Drink it! Horry!

Weooaah!
My head--7
It book my hairZ
Took wour

i i lobhes too, in
even something o sit € 0,
on while we wait Por case Yoo didn't

it to kick in ... _ notice ...

~ Not much of a
¢hanging room. Not

Maybe
they don't
expect vs to

wait very long.
She did say it
warherd Past--

|.|'|.§l'1|:I e i EF"‘ sge I""I!'j
M'MUth Pe's Puny?
W5 ih doin?




Now, now! It's
not like that.

Nobody would be
a doll just Por the
change. They come For
the sex. They come to let
SOMeone else Lse them
and not have any bad
Peelings about it the
hext morning.

That wouldn't work

Come on now,
that's right!

Lots of people

waiting to see wou!

All right:, now,
there's three rules.

First pule is don't
hurt: the dolls. Don't hit
‘em, don't knock 'em
around, any of that.

Second, there's a dress
code: when you're in the main
roomMs, You need to be dressed. The
dolls can walk around with their
bits out, but not You.

Third, stay as long as wou
like, bUE don't be greedy. IP
Wou've gotten off once tonight
dlready, give a chance to
soMeohe Who hasn't Pirst.

And don't play in the
Showroom unless you're
prepared to put on @ show.

Treece,
come on ...}

You want, me to
go tell bhe boss
you're holding out

I/ oot iP they didn't have

someone to play with

_bhem, now would it?

I'm not going to let
these Polk come play
with the tous Por Pree,
Por sure. And I have to
charge For the drugs; I
pay a lot Por them.

Fine. But if you're

adjusting the cut.

| going to make the money %
B twice, bhen I'm going to be B

Who's your

supplier?

I'll be
talking to him.
Sounds like he's

been holding out too.

You people know
the rules.

Qut you go!
Pick anybody who
wants to play. We'll
come get you in
three hours.,

Well, well ...

Wouldn't have Pigured you Por a
customer, Treece ... Unless Wou meant
to go in the other door, maybe?
Always wanted to be a doll?

I don't have a
sense of humor,
Heatter.

- 80 Wou charge
people Por the algo drugs
on the other side of the
block and charge people
who come in on this side

. Lo play with them?

Do wour "dolis"
know they're also
your unpaid labor?

TWe DAYS A0,

HAVING EEALIZED THAT THE
SPEUE WAS AN ENTITY THAT
CLULD BE CONFEONTED
DIRECTL.Y, RUBY PLUNGED
INTZ INTERSFACE TO Do 52.
IT WAS A DRASTIC SOLUTION,
BUT IT WEORKED. AY IS
GRADUALL Y PICKING UP THE
FIECES AND BECOVERING -

SOME FEOPLE DIDN'T EVEN
NOTICE. TREECE, FOR
EXAMPLE, HAS BEEN ToO
BUSY. BETWEEN HER
RESULARE DUTIES AS
COLLECTOR AND ENFORLER
FOR THE cLoBBLES' BOSS,
SHE HAS AL.S& BEEN TEYING
TEO SOLVE THE CASE OF THE
FOUR PELFLE FOUND
COMATOSE, WHS HAVE NOT
YET RECOVERED. #

THE PEESSURE HAS BEEN
LESSENED BY THE FACT THAT
THERE HAVE BEEN N& MZEE
VICTIMS, BUT SHE KNOWS SHE
HAS T2 KEEP WORBKING ON IT-
SOONEE OF LATERE THE BLSS
WILL ASK HEER FOE AN
ANSWEER, AND WHEN HE DOES,
SHE HAD BETTER HAVE ONE.-

# SEE #3239, AND ONE SCENE IN #HO.



PR

7" Hello, Jeanne. What's up?\"-.
\ Your message didn't say ... 4

)

Y . N
> ' _ ( Yes, this is Madeline. e
~=< 4 Madeline, meet Orchid.

.

ap— e ‘t _,
' iﬂh. I hate messages. /4
\ I'd rather talk about " : -
s things in person.

i it i 4 o
Ve

o, —

3 "'-- ;F__ SN

That's great!
\ I5 this her? /

o

You have? "”")

S
o,

Your compatibility
ratings were exceptional,
so I have conPidence this
THE HEAD®RUARTERS £F JEANNE LAVAL will work oub well.
(BARKER)'S LATEST PRLOJIELT, WHICH

CECHID SIGNED ON FOE IN #38.

—

" Fromhereon, I'll

ey’ Want the two oPyou o ™
| come Por training sessions 8
B8\ together at least three  /

>

~_ bimes aweek. -~
P

=

You know, if this is
going to work, we'll have
to get to know each obher
really, really well.

I can't wait/!

- Then let's not.
Are you Pree the rest of
the night ?

Completely.

o Treece! ~
Look around! We're slammed
right: now, and wou want to pull
SUZY oPF the Ploor? Pt}
Ask her questions later! A0S
77T\ // What 7
L ' No!
I didn't have anybhing
to do with that! 4

Thing is, Marlon,
every time I come in
to Galk to her when
You're notbusy, she's
either not here yet or
she just lePt or it's
her day ofP.

Then Wou better start
helping prove it, huh?

I'm starting to think
Wou don't want me to
Pigure out what happened to
Matty. I mean, as long as he's
out of it, you run his bar For
him and don’t have to deal
with his bullshib.

Just don't keep her tioo
long, all rightZ We're
drowning here.

Pretity suspiciovs!

MATTY LENDLAW WAS FOUND IN THE
STOREROOM OF HIS BAR. HE'D BEEN THE LAST
ONE THERE THE NIGHT BEFORE, AND AS FAR AS
ANYONE KENOWS, HE NEVEE LEFT THE BAE, AND
N2 ONE ELSE WAS WITH HiM LATER THAT NIGHT,
IN THE sMALL HOUES WHEN IT HAPFENED-

Because of the ;
way he was when I -
Pound him.

He was [ying on his
back. He was naked. And
he'd spread out a blanket

oh the Ploor.

... but there padto

have been. We think a drug
did this. Somebody had to be
there to give it bo him. I can't

bhink of @ reason he'd bake

it on his own,
That means he brought

somebody back here to have
seX With, right? I mean, he

No, I think
there was.
somebody with
him, I mean.

wouldn't take ofP his clothes and
lie down on the Ploor back here
Por any other reason.

I don't know why he'd
do that, unless there was
somebody else he didn't want
ﬁinding out.

Could have been. None of vs
knew anything about Matty's
love life. We Pigured it was
better not to.




e

THEEE DAYS AFTEE THE P.‘.’.-HM&'-E..
THE PERSONAL SPACE OF SUSANNE AND MARTIN EﬂEﬂ:’EE-

| m Eb‘ﬁ"‘*w’\m;
( beensolong, 7 Oh, well, that's™,

a /
2RTE o MOSEIY on us
- anyway. We knew we
were going to do a
— disappearing act

when I gave Ham
A MY shares.,

the 35587
Not as much
as you'd

You're here
to see Dad?

!. ..-"'"'- r r- -
Apainin ¥

\  think.

7 hetually, it's been N0

[ nice. I've barely seen
him Por years, so I Peel | |
O\ kind of like it's Mahing J. 3

vp Por that.

How is that

f I think he'll probabl _1 \

ePore we get sick ¢
h:m. but we'll see.

( get bored with vs lon )”

( Is this a social visit,

i L .y W
'.gf A )
L s e L

Hello, Serene. '*-_'.,'

or business?

Hellp, Josiah. I'm aPraid it's
business, though I did also

want to check in on you. I'm
happy to see Wou doing well.

Busanne $aus she
hasn't needed tio
1 murder you yet.

working oubZ Him B0

\ staying here.

f_,_-———-_._“_‘-“

r' I'TI let Hou Bwe
balk shop.

"l.

Johmg aside, ™~
she's handling this ™,
very well. IP I suddenly
moved in with Leyna
there'd be y
explosions.

dppreciate her
tolerance. I don't know
that I'll be here much longer. §
We've renewed our
relationship; I'd hate to
jeopardize that by
outstaying my
welcome.

THE cOBBLES.

ASH AND MAIEE

HAVE BEEN

HELFING TEEELE

WITH THE

L]

JUNKER SMITH WAS FOUND IN HIS DRUZ LAB.
HIS MOTHER ETHEL, ONE OF THE £oB8BLES'
MANY MINOE BOSSES, INSISTED THAT JUNKEE
WoULD NEVER BEING ANYONE INTL THE LAB.

IIIHHHHII‘I‘I‘

Are you
calling me a
liarzz

PP rrrrrrry I,
ARAnAnnnann

No.

I'm just asking if wou're
absolutely sure.

IP wou can even be
absolutely sure.

Y OU, 50, nobody in =y
the Cobbles is giving
Jonah the time of day
\ aPter what he
pulled,* right:¥

-

»

What can I do
Por wou?

Word is ™
he wenb ovt

and Pound himself

a lover Prom

| Serenity, who gither

doesn't know he's
on the shit list
here or doesn't

/50 he ¢ould have had
somebody there that

INVESTIEATION - ! —

* SEE #35.

night ... do we know who
_ this personis?

It just
doesn't make
Sense any
obher wauw.

Unless you're going bo
tell me someone got the
drug inbo him, but it didn't
aPPect him Por long enough that
he managed to get to his lab.
And didn't try to get help or
tell anybody else what
was happening.

- One of the
recommendations Lon Sheridan
gave was that we change to indirect
insemination, and retire the birthing
resork. You may remember; he mentioned
it during the meeting. I'm inclined to
agree, Por security reasons if
hothing else.

[ also remember Wou were
the only one who seemed to
object to the idea.

I'm not: pleased
about ib, no. It just seems
wrong to me. But the point's
well made. How do the
others Peel?

I don't think they
MUCh care. The replies I .
gob were along Ghe lines SSEs
b, oF "do whatever." AR

Well, I won't sband in %
the way of progress. IF T
that's what you think we S

should do, go ahead. SN

.-.--5@;1'- -
SUch a liktle
shit.

Ny e definitely
o liked the hookers,
W Why he couldn't just
4 Pind a nice girl, I
don't know.

But he never
brought one into
the lab before ...

... ho, I can't be
\ absolutely sure.

=¥ Not a clue. I'M not sure N
anybody here knows.

<

-‘-H"“H..

: Well, we can't go 9
¢ ask everybody in h

Serenity ..

e . look, I have '
_— ﬁmethmg else, but
= You're ot gurng t.a }

like it ..

#~ Both Matty and %
Junker did have .
somebody With them that
hight;, no matter what ﬁ;
people said bePore.

Maybe. Ninety
percent sure Por Junker,
but with Matty, who the
hell knows?

_
N
Z

We can start N
asking ... but,

Treece, it could
take gays.

\ =3
4 Yeah, I know. l
WI” Wou give it @ try® I'm going
L to try too, bub You know they
don't like to balk to me.




N CHAN MORELL'S PERSONAL SPACE, SERENITY.

|

You're ... Uh ...
~ well, alive?

.. I'msorry I
couldn't come Pind
Wou sooner.

It's been a lot.

FIVE DAYS AFTER THE PLUNSGE.-

.r'f I don't -.“".

e

e T

.,

know how
MUCh anybody

\_ bold you.

e,

™

And then she
kind of exploded,
and became the
sprue, I guess, and I
was stuck Awake Por
a long time, but I
got back ...

Jdohan, our baby's gone!
I don't know what happened to
ib. I don't know if it survived. I
probably never will.

I'm starting over.
And ... I want to try again.
IF wou do.

-~ =,

RUbY 5aYs
You khow about
the swap, that

they put in
somebody else
who pretended |

to be me Por a /
While. o

Look, they didn't tell
me exactly what would
happen. I didn't know B8
until she got here. &

by
L s L)

g P =l X You to love me, and
They asked me to have a

W Andthen, whenI N paby with you, and
S Pound out, I was going .
to stop her. Bub she S

. got to me Pirst. A

...l dccept
Your apology.

fheg asked me to ge

-\."-..i_."!"I
did.

I did. And

when I got to know Wou, I
liked Wou a lot.

HAL BERSZ, DRUS DEALEE, WAS FOUND COMATEOSE IN HIS PEESONAL SPACE BY HIS LOVER
LULA, THE MIENING AFTEE THEY WENT BACK T HIS PLACE FOR THE NIEHT AS USUAL -

BERE'S CASE IS THE MOST MYSTERIOUS ONE, SINCE ABSOLUTELY N&© ONE BUT HIM HAD
ACCESS TE THAT SPACE-——EVEN LULA HAD TO &ET HIM T2 LET HER IN—AND LULA
SWEARS SHE DIDN'T D2 IT AND THAT N& ONE ELSE WAS THEBE THAT NIEHT.

= o

But I'm not; -
buwing it:. _ B Pk
5 You bhink I did it. ( Hewhat? K
Why would I do that? Hal was a
jerk sometimes, but ... _
2 You didn't )
- : know.

Look, we were in that
club every night. Hal just about
lived there. That was work time,
Por him. I get tired of just sitting
at the table watching him, so I
go ofP and play. -

No, I don't think

you did it. I think

there had to be
soMmeone else

there, He came and Pound me when he'd sold

all his s6UPP Por the night, and we went
back to his place. Same as vsual.

What do you know
about the woman he was
getbing real Priendly with at

the club that night? _

v several people
have said whoever
she was, she was all
aver him. In his [ap,
_groping him, kissing
S him, all that.

T
T,

P

'.l'"r._-"‘l.‘\.

,
|

Uh. |

i’
-

Sometimes I drink
more than I shovld.

T

I've got 60 ask: how
ot of it were you? 4

i

Especially when
I'm bored.

I was really bored
that night.

I...kind of don't

- 30 You got to his ™\ —

i

place, and passed

h  sexPirst.
: were out cold and you

1."' '.::-" 1.:_'.- l::l..

; R ~" Didyou crashhard ~—
 out. Maybe you had .enc-ugh that he could have let
: somebody else in after wou

F

wouldn't have known? >

o

You mean did
he Puck
somebody else
while I was Pace
down on the
sofa?

That'd be a real
dick move, wouldn't
itZ Hal wouldn't--
Aw, shit;, who am
I kidding. Like I said:
he was a jerk
somebimes.

remember getting
back to his place.

80 he
Might have.

And I'd have slept
through an
avalanche.




SERENITY-

)
3

Hoop-de-doop!
Call out the troop!
Eanana Pish and

I
Aleihi s Banana here!

Banana there!
We're all bananas
everywhere!

501
Pigured it was
Pinally safe to S il
start seeing people T It's
again, and now 1 juﬁijgﬂtz
can't seem bo Pind &y u L aow
B, andbodd Who's S paeis up with
| inberested. B cverybody right

/7 No Palse moves, now,

| chiguitas! I'm the Pastest
N banana in town!

] Y
O Time Mies ke an arrow \)
FrUit Plies [ike a banana |

Look, lady, I
don't know what
your deal is, bub

Wou obviousiy

need help-- U, bhat
Might ot be a
good idea

Direct: hiti, matey!
straight down the piehole!
Arpp!

—
]

P |
\

7~ In the jungle, the mighty jongle,

\_  banana trees tonight ... Ooh!

You're ripe already!

Here, have
another on me!

Actually, it's on you! }

Pon't you just
walk away!

S

A MoMent on the lips,
banana on the hips!

Hooray!
You're @ banana!

Now split!
hee heg hee




MEANWHILE, NEARBY.

.-"’f- __--“"'-..
( S0 gon do )
\Some else?

v
i

L L

T
,
""-..,‘_
II

[-"""r What kind pull you want?
- IF han't do this.

\I

We were going to
start cur own house, ].
\ You khow, sex work. /

,
4 F
", I

e -
e |- .

S,
"

~~ But we've gone a litble ™
/ sour on that ... and also the
market's swamped right now |
... we'd have to bring }
somebhing new to it and  /

N Wwe're nob sure what ...

“-‘-‘-H-""l—h.______ T._._'_‘..-r”.‘! : ‘:.-

\1.

T,
Well, we
( haven't )
i Eﬁaea. Yy

_.r"’

/" We like doing this

( ... but we didn't
Figure on doing it

\ Porever, Wknow? ,

s i

" What is going on
down there?

I hear somebody welling
about ... bananas?

Anna banana bo banna
Fee O Po Panna

-t
Any chance we can
talk through this?

We don't want your peaches
They are Pull of stones
We like bananas
Becauvse they have no bones

Forget it, 'Ranza. This
one's completely nuts,

| —_—

L'll have You know I am | ~
completely and totally )

You miss
one hundred
percent of the
shots You take!

@Gon play hard
way then.

Now there's a
r " “'.Lf
brick with a pee See Wa later,
banana haters!




I'm guessing the new _
tropical look is becavse of the
woman with the unusuval headdress J

running down the street?

She's Past. )

We can't hit her. With
guns grpists.

vghgh ...

Wedh.
Hazzin skel ...

Never did like Need to be
bananas. careful, though,
Leyna.
Well, we
¢an try to
surround her ...
with Pour of us, This one's
we should be ManiPesting stuPP
’ able to ... right: and lePt. You and

Jex might want to gels
s0its Pirst--

—
-

: L e —~
_ {-" Unless they
- . don't.
OF course I : _)

could, but why?

Bananas/

It's just ridiculovs!
~-hahahahaha--
I should have thought of that!

Noti one of Hour
little monsters, CONSTANCE FOEBBES.

then. SHE 15 A CONUNDEBUM -

e

fr
»

See, that's : ' 2 Ibit's ;
your problem. f N ) Y algorithmic, it may not

Monstersz" , wear ofP, and we may not

Really? ’ ¥ have a way to reverse it.

They covid be stuck.
As bananas. :

No, I had nothing to do with this.
And she's got Your noses pretty broken, - J )
huhZ Where's your witch? Can't get it done ”~ She's probably just

without a manipulator, £54 ... . Tpﬁﬁ' ﬁbﬂg anﬁder ?: :fth;!e . N
she'll get bored wi 5 - : 4
oo, and she'll stop, and X it
everybody will recover. o/ '

I suppose you Big deal.
could do better.

"~ No, I know 7~ 1 Pigured ovt a
better. Y long b?me back bhat You know, one of these days you're Dispensation.

it o o ! going to get the boring world you think
a%ﬁf?ﬂiﬁﬂ;i - Wou're after, and then You're going to
GRS wonder why Hou made those choices.

I'll take care of her
Por wou ... iPit's what
Wou redily want.

Polks, let's go
see if we can
get her
cornered.

But I'm X
going to want a 2 No one is ever
one-time going to say I break
waiver. R MY promises. To You or
TR anybody else.

EONUNDRUM HAS PEROMISED NOT T2 MAKE
MISCHIEF ViA DIBECT MANIPULATION. (5&
INSTEAD SHE MAKES IT INDIRECTLY, BY
FPEESUADING OTHERS T& MAKE TEOUBLE.)

Hew,
Banana-rama’



IMS. LEE'S ' Look, I didn't
ESTABLISHMENT, want to explain it
THE COBBLES. _ It takes a bePore because wou could

special kind of have been the one who
nerve to come in did it.

here and ask me
Por 5-::Merbhfng
when I ve atill could be, but I
dlready said can see ['m not going to
ho once. get anywhere with you
bhless I risk it.

What makes
Wou think the
answer's going to

Four people are ‘uge haven't Pound any

e difPere ' comatose. We haven't |8 oF the women who were

NN been able bo get them | with bhe Vickims. Yet. Bub
out of it. We're sure it's | there are several people who
digorithmic. They were IS8 saw Hal Berg getting really

given a drug that did this [ close and personal with a

to them. That means Al woman in the ¢lub he vses
50Meone Was with b as a sales Pront.

bhem to do it ...

- One of the street
The boss puts up " - ¢rew conPirmed to Ash and
With a lot, but he : Maire that this woman went back
can't have _?}"HDGF‘H‘ : to Berg's personal space with him
bhinking it's OK to just . that, night.. And when they wanted

bake people out of | - ko kNOW More, she told them

Becavae I'm Wou Peel like it.
not asking the i &
same thing. 8 I hope that "you" W | She Wouldn't have
] isn't aimed at me =i done that unless she'd

speciPically. - _ known the woman was one

# B0, WHICH IS ALSD of wour people.
WIHEN TBEEZE 50T
TOLD N& BY MS. LEE.

Ronna.
It was an unusoal job. Berg
wanted her to meet him in the
club and Pollow him home. "
Some mischiel there,

I want to
talk Lo her
anyway. Yes, I'd imagine
Wou do.
Probably trying to avoid
someone else. That does
happen. We don't ask.

.,
o -
e, e

e T.-r

.~ But, look, mischief or not S |
/.. 1just don't believe Ronna ™ 1 S
[ would dose him with anything. I
b | know my staPP, and they know bhe 1
L rules ... and they all take the job /!
seriousiy, or they don't stay 4
employed with me. i

7 IP she did something like
that and it got out, it covld ruin
our reputation. No one takes
soMeone home For sex iF they're
worried they're not going to

. Wake Up the next morning.

Well, she's not in
bhe hovse today.

y Come back
" It's got to have . LOMOPPOW.
been someone or - She'll be here.

something else, |

Beforeit gets busy, iF
> Wou don't mind.

SIX DAYS AFTERE THE PLUNGE.

LEYNA HAS T& &2 AWAKE TE VISIT DE- = 4
mCHAPMAN 'S FACILITY IN THE SLEEF COMFPLEX. The sprue inberrupted

< everyone trapped in
I didn't realize : ! interspace. |
oL were oub here Thousands of people. :
right now. o A percentage of them didn't :
) I've dot Some handie it well. I have nearly a £

patients For wou. We had | _ — el hundred patients.
a incident with people | . |
getting turned into, uh, § : i - |

bananas-- A Pew of them aren't
; going to recover, I don't
think. There are (imits to what
I can do. We may eventoally
have to make ... decisions
about them.

i ARG whA

Thew'll have to
wait in line.

—

" . J
o
"N\

sy

3‘.—-—'
I'msorry.
I didn't realize. /

_-'I'-

-

This i not what I '\ .
do, Leyna. | Yeah, I know.

It's not my career., i .
I do it out of a sense of : And it's not getiting o
obligation, and becauvse any easier. We keep getting > 50 Many things keep

oL have no one else Mmore patient:s Prom whatever _ , ,
i who can. villain-oP-the-week is turning happening all the time.

people into bananas or ice .
¢ream or robots or who ,  Maube now that the
' >

Are your y. I
bananasalso | //
. = algorithmic? / /f
%  These algorithmic - —
/ ibems, in particular, de ! .
( psuchological treatment. I've f i Not sure. We might: not: be
warned You about that. I've ; Probably. dble to get a clear
fi  got avery limited set of ; . answer Prom the woman
L 2 bools Por those. —— 3 reapaﬁl rbjﬁe. either.
s - e's ...

——y

... well, anyway, I
agree with You that the
interrupted ones should

be the priority.

the subject, that Chad

| Cantwell is still sitting in one
oF My observation rooms
staring at the walls and
giggling incoherently.* What =
became of your mission tio Twiteh T ke Whené bo

go investigate a : .
possible solubion? - Pind you some help.



She seems very Ronna, this is Treece. o I didn't do it on
hervous about this, so IR purpose, OKZ
please be gentle.

I'm pot
doing to
bite her.

As I said, she
heeds to ask you
about the job For Hal
Berg a while back.

, I don't know what

: [ happened! I don't
= H‘x remember anything! 4

"l
/15 something wrong?
'[\_\ You look like you're--

s

-

Do we believe her? ane's worked
Por me Por years and
her conduct has been
spotless. I'm annoved
she didn't tell me
sponer ... but, wes, I
believe her.

Ne/
Like I said, I don't
remember anything.

L. Tthinkwe X
Might not be
talking about the

same bhings. .~
ﬂ?ﬁ: " ( What are you

\ talking about? | U
. Inil proven
abherwise.

Juat tell us the
truth, Bonna.

I blew the job!
I never showed vp Por it. A&

» From, I don't know, maube
hoon that day? Until I woke up
the next morning. In a room at

the Serenade. And I don't
know how I got there,

Then someone S
seriously messed !
with her, and she's , 114!
probably the only one ; |
who can give us a

I wasn't on anything, Ms. clue who.

Lee, you knowI don't do any of
that when I'm working ... I don'é
know what happened!

Yes. Give me a Pew
days. I'll work with her
and see if I can get: her
to remember anuthing.

}\ p

THE BARKER BOARDROOM, SERENITY.
r_'...-l""-'-._._'_._-___-_‘_‘_‘-‘-""l-.“__-

] -~

You know, Zeke, I don't mind j Al ( I'm Pine. \
meeting Wou here ... but You could have geaa, T —— |
happened, is all. 4 V' o what I

just come to My personal space. £ _ \

"'1.““‘-

e ( wanted to talk to)
\  You about ... 4

el
~ ... When we were

I know ... but it |} e e - 7 all here, You asked Who x‘)

doesn't seem right. No “—== . ; K \ |
business at home, is what A _ - . Wanted the blocks

Josiah always said ...

f ,'___,_.-—'—'___'—-—____H\\‘h

/~ Brendan, Clayton, and
{  Pauline didn't, and Monica
was on the Pence.
You didn't say anuthing, You
weren't in Favor?

Well ... I want to keep
rUnning Shaduside. Everybody
there likes it the way it is, and I
need to keep it that way.

Well, Josiah also kept his
home so private that not even
his children and grandchildren

could get to it.

And I think he's soPtened a
litble on thak. I just discussed
some business with him the other
day at his davghter's,

I khow it's kind of
boring, and I know some
people think it's kind of
weird, but it's what we

want, ¥'know?

Are you all right?
It's always a bit worrisome wWhen
someone looks tired in sleep.

But I think it would
be good iF we could join
serenity too.

~~ The thing we B " ‘ .
like the most is 25 M not asking Por
that nothing ever Y protection. I'm just thinking
happens that if we'd been less isolated,
' : A Maybe we could have spotited

that a let sooner.

I like the people there. -
I want to be able to give them x N 1getit.
what they want ... _ R Colicve me.

And honestiy?
I'm happy to hear wou
say things like that. I
guarantee Brendan
wouldn't.

L

No crazy people

Well, I don't "SR
have an objection [ N .
..bubit canbe [N
kricky to have a g
place with two
bosses.

Especially since I'd have to
insist wou Pollow my rules.,

Your people want more contact
to the rest of A47 &

running through the
stireets making problems,
hobody blowing stuPP up

Except it burned out
bhere was some of that,
and it was inside, it was
right there ...

And we didn't even
know it until somebody
else--somebody Prom the
outside--came in.

You ¢an certainly rejoin

Serenity iP you think it's the
best: way to go.

It does mean that
we'll want to meniton
Wour blocks, the same

as we do ours.

Yeah, that's what
I was hoping.




TEN DAYS AFTER THE PLUNGE.-

= =

" Oh,good. I

wasn't sure When
Wou'd see My

_ Message.

. L
— i SE—

7 Bonna's
remembered
\ somebhing.

\

Ch, no. she's Pre
could work Por me,

talking to Eeli oubside the

The last thing I
remember doing was

A i

Comet Room.

I think we talked Por a Pew
Minutes? And then ... nothing else.

Until I woke up the next day.

Tell her the
other part.

Ch ... Uh, I'M
prettly sure Eeli knew I
had the job with Eerg
coming up. A bunch of us had
the night oPf a couple of days
bePore, and we got together ...
We talk about customenrs
\ somebimes when it's just Us and
we know we'll keep it to
purselves ... sometimes we
like to trade stories,
Wou know?

You're going
somewhere with
this I'm not
getbing.

eglance. she
iF she were

willing to join vp and let me teach her
how we do things, but I never got
the idea she was interested.

IP I've collected
Prom ker, I don't
remember it.

S0 Your idea is

that Eeli knew about N

the
Ron

Berg job, kayoed
na somehow, and

pretended to be Bonna

There's
ne better
way to Pind
her? I thought
Wou had a
source Por
that kind of
thing.

Oh, I can get
the location of

her personal
space. But she's

seldom in it.

I could send her ™%
a message, bub I'm
hot sure how long it
would be bePore she
recalled to check it. I
really do miss the
phones.

_.-'-.Ill l"|l
it

_—

7~ This is the area ‘
/' she tends to operate
in, 50 we stand a Pairly
| good chance of Pinding her
\ P we just wander
5 around looking Por--

B, et
-‘-‘-‘—l—-_l_-—l_'__
|

NAZSMI AND MOLLY
ARE TEYIN&G TL
TRACK DOWN
FORMER COLEMAN
CHILDEEN LIKE
THEMSELVES, AT
THE BEEQRUEST OF
LYDIA COLEMAN'S
DAUEHTEE ELAINE.

|

You're Pull of
wourself, windbag!

£ Get a mirror,
austbrain/

éc-ur::r I

get

that night 2

Huh.
Lotba questions there,
but it's worth a ook Por
sure. Any idea where I
¢an Pind her?

IP she's not on a job
she's probably in the Comet
Boom. That's where she Finds

most of her work.

Else she's in her
personal space. I'm not

Eeli is a duper.
Best one around.

s0re Where that is, but ask

Fran at the Comet Boom,
she knows.

.|I“I|;.'_‘| 5 a r‘ ﬂl"_:"‘t ::r' |.|.'|. |: -

- ahém e .‘."\

a ceasefire, }

b please? y

This time I've got wou/!

going to blow
Wou away, meddler/

>

Shelley, I need
Wou to havl off.

S

" : -
o

e
! e TR T
., -+ L !

'l.. I: d - "'.

I don't know that one.

Duper?
Heh.
Need to spend more
time around our
business, 1 guess.

She ¢an change herself
Lo look like some other
person. From an image, or From
looking at the person
themselves, iP she's given a
While to study them.

It's a specialty job.

"I want someone who looks like
that woman From those passives."
or, sometimes, "I want someone who
looks like my ex-lover."

Never really understood it myself,
but we try to give the customers
what they want.

This Peels increasingly
like someone was trying to
Mmake My house look bad, and iP
they were, I'm geoing to take it
personally.

storm? Let me show
Wou what a real storm
looks like.

From the inside!

S just getiting to the J

) ‘\. -'. a '-._ -. :-:-_r
- - \ﬁ_q_ o
R W\

L know, buts we

heed to talk to Nina N
privately Por a bit. :

I saw HalP-Moon a couple |
of blocks over. Go play £

with her.

MeZ

I don't even khow wou!
I mean, by reputation,

but ...

Actually, you do.
Let's go sit: down.
-"“"--...___|_______,_._.-r-""f

""'-.)

-




I know Wou've heard my
real name by now.

-
-'.
I..
d
S
-

Naomi, rightZ
But--
Naomi Coleman.
I didn't look like this then.

-
I wouldn't put it like &hat.

I did what I could.

\5’1;. |

Jouwere--
Ch My god!
You sure didn't!
I would never have known
... and You practically
raised me!

| N

r’l
! .
_‘ﬁ. _.E'_:'._. L

This is Molly Coleman. N

She didn't ook like that

=y
w r A

|/ ButIbarely even
<l rememberlydia ... I mean,
5, She Was never there ...

1

" Everything we S
can get helps, |
though.

¥ Well, I'll do what
B 1 can. Just tell me
: when and--

Aaaunnt

Lhen either,

,..-"'" 'I_ .:;-__

£ '
_—

_...-l"""ﬂ-.._“_:.__‘_

- E;f‘;'u'e‘r-e trying o Pind an:_r"“'
. o - e
v = [ other Coleman Children I know 1\ _-
| ¥ how to locate. )
- Which isn't many.

._“‘-

e

Get wour hero
clobhes on! We've
got a situation!

Urgh.

ok,

Shelley, see what Wou ¢an do to
interPere with the ones on the ground.
Nina, help me take down the big one.

Molly, keep ywour distance, it's
not saPe Por wou.

There's
got to be
something I
¢an do ...

You're--
You want--
Uh.

Agh!
Where'd you come
FromZ? Wasn't
expecting a portal
back here ...

Hang on, let me
take some of this

junk oPP.

2an’t think about
this right in
superhero mode.

Ok. !
Why are wou digging vp
Coleman Children? What
happened? What do wou &
want Prom me? !

Some of those damned robotics are
invading again!
They're portalling people to do
Who-khows-what tio them!

" ghop this at
once or we'll be
Porced to bake

Wou apart.

Yaaah!

L.ook sharp, shelley ...

they're hella Fast Por
something so clunky
looking ...

Only one
way out of her
range quick




¢ timing ever,
mor worst,

On the
one hand, she
can't Pollow me
through it; on the
other hand she may
not need tio.

Be a real
l[avghif I just
voluntarily took
MmyselP the same
place they're
kidnapping the
others to ...

Yep.

A real laugh.

Ha ha ha.

= New recruits

2 Presh off the line.

the Pight.
= ‘--_--"h_""" -

e, T

— ,,% Portalling out to join
®

IF tha '
then we're in real trouvble. I
wonder if I can Pind a way to
throw some sand in the

Lucky
they're not
paving me any
attention.

d -.-L"‘-.I
What's all this L
over here? /

machine ...

What's bhis?
Wiring closet?

Well, at least
I didn't portal
' into that.

definitely got to e ————
6y to shut bhis 4 il : =
horror show down. Oop! _ Best I've got
But how? And is one is paving 3 . - ... hope this isn't
wWhepre? s atbention. ! : a mistake ...

J
! F,
e pra—

s, =

..r"_'_""'"-\"""_-_"'

.;"'J I need to
( gebout ofits
sights, Past.

™ =, o~ '_._#

)
.

By | I surrender!
.__a!—rs—'—*-‘*** Do Whatever you want.

| "‘! y Just get me--

202 NOW AT OPERATIONS THREE ... STATLIS

Hey! Robot ladw!
Anybody!
Let me ovt of here!

IIINEI11]

« P




REPORT FROM N i
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"09T FROM STATION FOLUR GOOD... INTAKE 209 ARS
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I am now oPPicially
very pissed ofP.

: | -
H'---ll"lll|I dl :]I qllilll---l \r i-.i-
get in here? ="

b

Listen, they've got some kind
oF communication sustem ... you
can't hear it, but I can ... if we ¢an
stop that From working, then they
can't talk to each obher ..

IP this isn't it, I
don't know what is.

£

by
o

.t ~|
a5 |
A -L+ﬂ |
..l l'l.." ."I 4 I.'
i":u

1
Wl

Please don't
melt me!

Wasn't aiming

at you.

You keep

{. them

UsY.
=L

F -

.|"

""-l.
=

-k-‘ i

I'll go search
Por sometihing
that: looks like

communications
equipment.

IF you
can't send them
Signals, t-hf-'n you can't tell :
them what to do, and if you can't
tell them Wi"fit to do, thsgl'r-e
going to wake up and realize
bhey don't like what you
did bo Ghem.

Looks like all the
rest ofF bhen are
portalling in now to HEHE" =
word with you, and Wou ¢ an't
shoot them a away, t-ﬁ'"aL-_-uE'
wour portal guns would just
send them here.




... and then she

relalled. LePt behind a huge

Mmess ... the ones she
converted covldn't hear except
on their special channel. IP Molly
hadn't been able to talk on it, we
wouldn't have been able to tell

them to recall to Pix
themselves.

OF course.

-~ I'mglad to

/" hear it,, becavse
was starting to
wonder if you

cared.

Pealing with the
robobics is becoming a .,
Pull-time task, and I :
didn't sign on to police
Century Pull-time even
uhder normal
conditions.

MONICA BAEBKEE.
SHE OWINS CENTUEY -

Though I'm
hob sure we see
eye-to-ele on

I guess we
could have held
Up a sign.

7 And I'm sure she's
== | going to just regroup
and try again ...

Probably.

I'm very concerned about
the amaount of seripus

trouble coming From the
_robotic sector lately.

Yes, wour Priend Ruby
read me chapter and verse
- about it a Pew days back. I
I\ had ho idea. You need to tell
: me these things.

4

... Well, put that aside Por
the moment.

The point is, even if I was willing to do
this Pull-time, there's more than I can
do. One way or another, ou need
Mmore people.

4p get more people. = - e

Put together a team. : - B
There's tons of talent here. /.. lcan't dothat,
Your Priend, Por example. )
- I've considered it a Pew
=, bimes, butIcan't.
(L3

I don't have any
abilities. And I'm not @ " h
Pearless person. I'm over here ~
because [ don't know how she | ) " 3
¢an sit that close to the
edge of this roof. arig

| .
/1 made them @ promise. , we

I said they could live here
and be what they wanted to
be. I don't Peel like I can
renege on that.

I'm perPectly willing to
throw more pecple at the
problem ... but it would be

better iP you chose them. You
know more about who we
£an depend vpon,

First off, isn't it
Hour responsibility to
recryit @ team?

gecond, give their
attitudes even among the N
ones who aren't making trouble '\
in the streetis, wouldn't it make |
everybody's liPe better if you

y just Ghrew the robotics out

of Century?
| Well, let: me see
1 what I can come
3 vp with.

el T e R R o | £ Maype not
R , S (N s i il | B astotalas
She'll nap For a8 S5 e L g P T L . . - ) all that.
* A\ While now, I think.

! 2erene has

Completely tired a theory.

herself out.

= 3

I didn't realize little ™~

kids could be 50 ...
exhauvsting. I don't know
how You two do it.

Well, she was
¥ especially energetic today.
She's been wanting to see

N Wou Por days.

=,

Ny
":

£ ¥ That's ... what we wanted B

\. to talk to you about. _.

Ty

a3k i

' I don't know how 2
to put this gracefully, |
so I won't.

I think she thinks
Wou're her mobther.

She'd never seenme!
How's that even
possible?

-— =

~ For the
/ past Pew daus,
ever since Wou
Pirst saw her, Lor
has been a d
Mess, .

y Pl

Fussing all the time,
rePusing to do things,
| throwing tantrums ... and
she's normally a shockingly
B\ well-behaved child.

Al we can get out of
her about it is that she
keeps asking Por Wou.

MeZ

But she doesn't even--
I mean, I'm a total

stranger to her!

I haven't had a chance to
go talk to the bedders about o

this, but [ plan to. !
,gr”’;f

There was a period of
several days between the
= birth of the child and when I

e:u:rh custody, 50 to speak,
here in Sleep.

Lor was in Sleep L~
doring that time. She was
experiencing it. What was
1 she seeing?

L

a-

T 3.':“-’

I wasn't able to
Y Pigure it out vntil You
o and Ruby Pound out which
| bed the Sprue entity was
in. Then I could conPirm
what I should have
suspected sooner.

We tiold wou that

we took on Lor becavse

she was the child of an
unresponsive mobher. At the
time I assumed the mother

was lost in interspace. I
suppose that wasn't
Far wrong.

Polores is the
sprue’s child--the baby
she conceived after
swapping For Wou in the
birthing resort.

L

But what's that zgat }
to do with me? ;""!

But --

l_ What do we do
How#e

" I'M not her mother, @
and I'm not prepared to
be a mother ... I mean,

- Weah, I was going to kry

A\ again to have a baby, but

that's a baby ...

i

I don't know how to

/1 don't bhink

{' any of s ever |\
| realydo, |/
\_ hohestly.

e,

o

-

__.I'..

Py

I think they may
have been showing her
images, experiences, of her
{  mother. 50 her mother would
| appear to be Peeding her and so
B on. Faking it. As a temporary
@ . Measure until they could
g > Pind someone.

7 Well, I sympathize.
| But we have to Pigure out
k. something.

For Lor's sake. Y
Becauvse the situation right now )
fou. i6 not sustainable. ~_/

Except, due to the
ridiculous rescan policy, which N
I'm looking into, they weren't
showing Lor her actual mother, but
Wwho thel thought was in that bed.

H.




Not sure iF you stop squirming, would you?
deserved this. I'm trYing to help you.

-,

/A -~ “And of course Wou ﬂEH’E'-"""-H
a4 Gell me anything to help |
Pigure that out ...  /

iy, T
e

" R

-

/" 1 think I better take ™\
You somewhere else. |
Just in case.

SOMEWHEEE IN THE SKIES OVEE AY- WHICH ZONE 1S UNCLEAE,
BUT IT IS CLEAR THAT THAT IT'S A 6OOD DAY TO BE A LOONER.

What are you
waiting Por? Fire!
' Fire!

w " Calm down, old . : '
man. We're not in -
range yet.

. : \
- May only get one -:‘;haff/\\
' When we net: one, the
: rest will scatber. )L'"‘x
| _ | < /1 don't think X
. they're smart
encugh bo

\ scatter.

"

OF COUESE, EVEEY DAY IS A 520D
DAY TO BE A LLONERE. EXCEPT --.

Well, since
someone’s not at the
helm, probably not. 4

Thew're changing course, Get
vp there and Pollow them, and I
Might: be able to get another
- couple bePore they Zone aub,f,f

Try Por another, quick! . . \v_/ o
r \ g Working on it ... ' ' WHAT NASTINESS IS THIST

REVEALED .. IN DUE TIM




Unless o
somebody else
got turned into a
doll and lePt, at
her place.

So your thinking is,
; someone paid Eeli to
impersonate Ronna and drug Hal
Berg, and aPterward, that same
someone did this to her 50 she
r = , couldn't tell anybody who that
Ronna! - S0MEcne Was.
You have a customer
in Pive minutes! You
need to be out in
Recepbion!

Those don't all haveto be
the same someone ... but, 8
Weah, that's where I am. A

Treece, this would be
unacceptable even if it wasn't
alsp trying to incriminate my
people and my house.

As iti is, it's inPuriating.

I know I don't need to encourage you
to see it throvgh, bot let me expand
_ onwhat I said earlier boday:

This has now become my
problem too.
Any help I can give Wou Lo get to
the bottom of it, just ask.

\ . Although I won't
5> . . g promise not to oPPer
/" There jsone " her Lo customers in

-\ thing Yoo can do. the intenim.

I didn't want to leave Eeli
there, in case somecne decided
that wasn't good enovgh. They were ! B - T - : - - :
pretty vicious; there'd been a Pight. ) _ : ~_ b A N (.

Things were knocked over., : : s 5 A

: : E ot " 7 Part of me
Can you keep her \ R o - 4 Peels like she
saPe until we Pigure oub A\ Az . ' v A owes that in
a way to Pix her? e h - Th : REE. amends.

NAOMI'S PERSONAL SFACE, CENTURY.-

-
« Iy

A narrow miss is
still 3 miss.

And you really do
S heed to not be so

o L

~___andvou hard on yourselp.

/s did halt the line
[ long enough Por me to
| come to. Even if you'd
. done nothing else,
\_ that'd still be ,
> important. , g 4
- ... Maybe

Iguess ...but I Wou're right. ;,} ‘
shovldn't have beenin . <l

there in the Pirst place, and ¢ N _
I shovldn't have let them & | - 4

-~

take over My head as /" Uh...T guess I'd better
easily as they did. / be getbing home ...

Don't go home. )

"'o,"

( Should I come by tomorrow, or }
I only snapped ovt B \ do You want some time oPP
of it becavse I saw you ... b Prom the Coleman hont?
and it's a good thing wou're so .
recognizable with that skin ...
otherwise I might not have
cauvght on, and you'dbe a 4
robot now. -

Along with halP ‘

the people in
Century.

You
- MMM --
Wou never did tell me
why Wou decided to
[ook like that ...

Was it just to
stand outk?

Not really.
I wasn't inkerested in
standing out.
I'm still not. I didn't Peel like I was
doing a very good job of being
a human, so I decided I
shovldn't look like one.

... Do you think
you've gotten better
since then? At being a

= E‘ r| 'E'E‘.
human? ometim



TWELVE DAYS AFTEE THE PLUNGE.

I really r
| appreciate uaur*) 4
B seeingme ... «

= oy

( I'm sorry? )
N
~

“_'.l"

-~
-

7’

/' What I did while I
Was a ... ghost ...
wasn't with some other
gha:f:. or with things
PoM inside my head.

P

/It waswitha
( real person, and
, Want to Pind him.

You're sure?
About it being a real
L person, I mean.

% ... ldidn't pursve it Por a
{ long time becavse I wasn't sure it
wasn't just a rumor.

But then we got the
independent block check,
to work around the sprue, §

and that conPirmed it. ,

gpindrop is real.

Some of its data is
obscured--for example, I
¢an't Pigure out Who owns

it--but it's there.

W

how get to it.

"-|__

- Yes, and in this case it's
deliberate. The people who live
there don't want any visitors, |

apparently. They must have

. portals, bub they're a-- ..

—._.—.|1'"""F1f BUb an't know

DR. CHAPMAN'S OFFICE, SERENITY-

o

Samuel Chang mostIy put his
..--""""_'_._-___-_-_-_'_"‘"‘--

3 {:,, Happy to, Ms. @uinn--
- ‘-“-“-‘-
‘;,::—\\

S Callme N
{" {uinda. )
P

Portiunate. Most of the people who didn't

Everybody

""'u
oy dﬂé‘g . &

© - b0t I 8M CUPiOLS how N
-9u managed to Pind me.
‘L Were you recommended to
Mme by someone? /

&‘ _-‘-h_""-.
Kind of.

There were a Whole
bunch of people who were,
Lh, stLck? In nowhere?
And they all woke vp at

. bhe same time?

T

My Priend sammy
didn't wake vp right.. He

2 Iu, sdid you helped him get his

head back together,

I've dealt with
bhmgs that made much |

head back together on his own. e was

(recwer well Prom the interropt still haven't 4
recovered. I'm doing what I can. =

4

~ 1 take it you were a
ghost as well?

{ ahost?z Y

gorry. A term a
Priend of mine vsed.
Trapped in a loop While in
interspace. Reenacting
N\, the same scenario over
' and over.

: Igueﬁﬁ 50. It
o waﬁhtexaﬂtly like
A that Por me .

S0 what ¢an I do Por
Wol? Is the experience
causing ywou problems
nhow?Z Are you trying to

get past it?

4 No. N
I want to get )
H_K back to it. k

"'f._-_-—-_-_‘_-_‘_‘-h"""'--.\__
less sense. And it's plavsible. It ™S
( would mean he was controlling )

bhe scenario .

A

-

"'"'-.._"""—-—-_.___._-—-—'-"'"Jf'

/’"'Eut. Quinda, even iP we can ~_
reconnect You With him, do you N
think it's @ good idea? Even iP it
wasn't ephemeral Por You, it may )
have been Por him. He may not  /
want to go back there.

He wasn't
anybody I knew.
Nobody From my

past or My

Memaories or

And it didn't Peel
whatever.

like I was playing back | s
s2enes Prom MY brain. s
It was real.

EveniPI
wasn't myself.
That: was the other
thing, I wasn't me. I
Was someone else. He
8. knew who I was. It
WL, Mmeant something
LT ehl to him.

I know that |
probably daean'b

n::l'n'
= ﬂlﬂ'ﬂ'
P nnnnﬂ-"“

=
P‘\_‘f;"‘ ’
| REEN
| i !
Would you like
to try one of our
] relaxation beds? A
™ Prefreshing and blissful
) experience, absolutely

A._._ free.

_ Pardon me,
™ maam ..

Pink N\
Euphorics?

i ey e gl s W W - 3 . W -
- #® §35, AND N2, WE STILL HAVEN'T SVEN NEWER READERS——OR
: JEXI==THE FJLL- BEIEFING &N THEM- MNEXT TIME. WE FELMISE.

|

-II.
+-._$:-"I'I'II-I‘J 1

Do we walk in
and smash up
yolir operalions?

|

ridiculous ideasg
have to be
eliminated.

R AR

And you
couldn't smadh our
operations if you tried.

7 He was very sad,
Dr. Chapman.

Lonely, I Ghink. f

S,

=

e/ But he wasn't sad
e when I was with hu.'u

W
\7"5—%
I don't know. I' :1
just like to see P I

can keep him From
being sad again.

o

y

[WeH it may be moot. \

We may not be able /
. tofind him. y
' o

— e .
—— - -
_r.r" ™

/ sbart by telling me A

[ everything you can |

remember. We need all

B bhe clues we can get.

_,..r"'"

And there go
, the other kind.

|
[

““:“‘"'H-. o 2 .
" Last time, \

heard pink and
black han't like

ST (

;.rl"

e e S S

-

-

Because you
don' do them
where anyone can Jee
you! You're scared what
would happen if
people actually
En Ptu'l

i ) == JII
£ i They're for ’rh+
Y initiated only, i
a - all. We don't just t.il..e
anvboedy in off the
Sl Alreel like you do. *

/
e

S other none. &




All right,
you leave me no
cholee ...

blught

Now youre
going to--

Fun's Pun, but wWhen
%! Wou start hitting

254 bystanders, it's time |
Selh tocallitaday.

A
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"
il
ALl

L]
e

P
Throw nowZ 1=
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4 ,1:: '13 ,ih’
S
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£33
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&h, now don't Bov
start ...

Tr ]
Jtet!

TE.-.L:. £ t: h iit- E

S

AR ]
= L .-L X 3

What a gshame.

But [ have an
alternative you'll like

.- £ An't breathe ST
Uh ... no real harm right all that | 8
was dome, right? N, StuPPon, /L :

5.

-.__‘_____ s ".".‘""-‘-.‘1-_,‘_‘_ :




INTERLUDE.

THE S2OUK. r i _‘

| PATROLS AS A RESPONSE TO |
INCREASED ACTIVITY 8Y THE

B BUT THIS HAS DONE LITTLE
TS BELIEVE HER ANXIETY-

ESFECIALLY AT NiEHT .-

LEYNA AND LOU'S PERSONAL SPACE, SERENITY-

Wou awake?

Ib's getbing Sk
! ... Ib's getbing I' sorry
¥ Prustrating. Demand is wau | <L
up and vet we're not seeing L no oo LooB
ShI R AABErS. MY oWh head.

I don't know what's
causing it, and neither does
anybody else I've asked.
Not: even any good

guesses.

N'jtl Eébéf."iﬂf!g oo WE

had to deal with the

Euphorics, which was
annowing ...

o \ Actoally ... I think
T bhinking off sbarting SO | that's the problem. I ':rg'as
campaign. "Hey, uou like to watch ¥ » more E{H.Irj-agla;-d about havirg to
passives all day? Then do your e | deal with |!b than about the
part to help make them! - actual event.

IP that makes
any sense.




A Pew daws ago, Ruby
accused me of not wanting to
get My hands dirty. she said 1
wanted to just stay in the ops
room and make evervone else

go out and do the work.

MEANWHILE, ELSEWHEREE IN SEEENITY ---

DOLORES ONLY SWITCHED
T2 A Bl alEL BED A FEW
MONTHS AEO- SHE 1S STILL
VERY PEOUD ABOUT IT.

Well, that's
true, though.

My dear, it
absolutely is true
and you know it.
What's more, your
choices here are sound,
and you khow that too.
You are not cut out Por
Pield duty. It's not
Where your
strengths are.

I bold Ruby that.
She didn't like it.

The key part here isn't
Whether the assessment is
true, it's why it bothers you

as much as it does.

You don't like it when Buby is
upset with You. Obviously.
I mean, of course you don't.

I was starting

Bub this is
one of those cases
where Wou need to stick to
Wour guns. It's not as if
Wou're putting in less of an
ePPort, than she is. I know how
Much time Wou spend in that
ops Poom. Too much.
Ruby knows it too.

The real reason Ruby

is prickly about this is
becauvse she doesn't want
trovbleshooting to become her
entire liPe, and she's waiting Por
Wou or someone else to come
up with something so it
doesn't have to.

Now, what wou do to
solve that problem, I
have no idea.

to think You Well, we kind of
weren't going to didn't. We just got the
geb anybhing. [ast piece, but--
'QI':;.- 5':"r W'E
Found ouvt who the
Women were who were '\
witih Matty and Junker
that night. Both sex
workers, we already s
knew that. Freelancers. EEEEEE
One of them is kind of

" [ 3 SR el ... nobody we
. - | o Y| ot AT asked Lhinks moch 4
' > = oF her.

Poesn't matter

though, because both of
L them have vanished. No
~ed- one's seen either of them

. in days. LePt the
. Cobbles, I guess. You think 507 [
A ' = il didn't want to go

"\

-
=y Tl e
[ F ] R
E .
e | | |

FR " Or worse. ;»__—Eh‘?ﬂ?_'_‘_'_
A = He altered Eeli 50 she
FY : covldn't tell anybody
= anybhing. She's sitting on a
table at Ms. Lee's now.
e LA N S Y 10 he'd do it once, he'd

w & R & s do it; Egafﬁ- We've gﬂﬁﬂﬂ
e - - Pind this asshole.




The boss gsked
me Lo solve this,
rememberzis Par as
I'm concerned, that
means "Do whatever
You have to."

And even iP he
hadn't ... I don't care.
Even iP this jerk wasn't

crossing any of the boss'

lines, he's crossed a

He turned Eeli
into a sex doll ¥
Mmhm. And since
everything else he's done has
been via algo drugs, I Pigure
that's what he vsed.

The only persen in
the Cobbles making
anything like that is Hayah,
who supplies it tio Stive
Heatter's club.

I've been
looking For Hayah Por
two days with no luck.
But Heatter says he's
sUpposed to be here
Making a Presh batch
tonight.

L
M

(@)
= .1_.,

R

4

couple of mine.

[] 18 A
Look, we've been glad to E h1'rr; ggrj:g Eﬁ
help ... common good and all that ... AbAse. Join fo?
but you know we're not Priends of the o :
b boss. And he tolerates a lot of
things we don't like.

8 1 ... when ... we do Pind -
i/ this asshole, we wanb to know - Hayah?
L you're actually going bo do : , Jou in here?
sometbhing about him.

S0 NOW We have
nothing lePt?

Nothing we can
chase down.
But this conPirms it: I know S
what this is all about. I know why %
everything happened, what the
asshole is vp to. There's just two
things I don't have yet.

Who ke is, and
how to prove it.

I'd DE%H
wondering if I was Asshole's in a
going to Pind him hurry to clean up his
i Gime. tracks. He didn't even
bother vsing a sex
worker Por Ghis one.

Hawah's got
clothes on.

FOURTEEN DAYS AFTER THE PLUNG. .
' - s Ewer um § w ] WP B |
o d ﬂ ' : |
|. THE £2FS .Eﬂﬂ' 1 : | & N / :ﬂ_' - . HEE, d-ﬂﬂjﬁ ! _-:-.
-' & - pick on her |

!
mil Y We've aotto R i i . s s — LTI
get You Ea“where e 1 Mmean, Idon't : B choices!
. WU £an cast your | 7 mind coming out to -
£ pick Wou up, but it

N OWHportals, ;
o Means sending a
8| Message Lo arrange it,
and that takes a while &8
... and Pinding youv is H
hard, especially VP E 4

S right now ... 48 $\

Besides, she's easyto ™
Pind sleeping rough. We \
\ : know the places she goes.
AR N : A b T It's the rest of the time |
‘1.__ i TR RN ¢ [ we can't Pind her.  /
*I' L ok I:-. i 1",“ ’ :'_ > %
Ry L YV 1can'
o, kil cant
AR 1clicve you're
Ab W g SN still sleeping ;
rough aPter all | Skill an't
this time! Pigured where
B seb up.

W e -
-
N S

.f..r..pi rr,

-'-.h-
T

. “ e
e A 80 this is a general
Koo It { assembly? What, is there
e \/ And like sleep outside, some new disaster we
-y RSN less rain. : haven't seen yet?
A\ Han't rain much here. |

e o

N ... Ib's bime to
B bring Ruby back.

I know. N
And I'd let her stay out as long
as she wants--as long as she

has to--iF I could.
: .

LS Bob we need her, Jex. :}

b You know that. y 5, e
i I-——.--n-\.- : . -,,i; : e 2o ‘:-h o -\
:ﬁ'—‘ -— p. ol ¥ M” Th
j= ' - LT [ ane 1,
She's had two weeks. M
Like it or not, that's all the (IS

b ? -
h_vacabion we can give her. 4 ¥ N
s 1

‘.‘:h— M
LT
)

Ll "“r'

I r [} "
RV s iy




