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AFTER SEVERAL FALSE

STARTS, BUBY HAS FINALLY

FINISHED REMODELING HER i iiiv e i aon
PERSONAL SPACE- HOWEVER, - ik Evardon,
THEBE'S STILL A LOT OF iF - ﬁﬁ t get WHH alk Leyn

gain<

PAINTING AND DECORATING ' ( *do this way tho. j

84

T7& BE DONE. Han't just make it

\ any You want? /

v/ OF course!
-/ : _— [ just need some time. I'm
\ : | still pretty pissed off.

7 That's a very Leyna \ Bometimes it's good ™
GU"%!GH: Hou know. to do things the hard wau
It makes | Wou think about

the process. . '
el L i

And the time and

energy means you bake it

seriousiy. Like right now, when '\
I'm trmrng to decide iP I don't like |5
this color enough to justify
undoing the half hour I spent S
putting it on. y / shat's Lfen_
Wou're going to
se¢ 3 Pight,
pecause she
ShoUld kRow
better right
b lel'

S
1
_‘_.r"'

. Besides, I like 3
And han't " painting. It's relaxing. I
should be mean, .| need things that relax me.
Ruby. L Especially right now. /

e R
[ty

—
I

I don't khow you. ind Gl L o . T e 7 Honor Del o
that probably means yov're | T AT o TR ( Mggggu.dn'é E:s- .
here to bring me a problem. i il “

And wou're not welcome. You're even more’

. < BUb k'S ™
__rlot:r welcome. wy Pather! \
You'dbry bo |
save your /4
_Pather ... .~

.-"
ey " I |"1E]'I|I'E HG %
| ." [:."IEE Who MY "I
| pather is. MY
mother hﬂﬁ
hever told
anyone.

didn't know
Wou'd be here

Uk ... OK,
sorry about
that ... but I
Ghink the point & |
still ...

Look, v ;uu khow I
wouldn't come here
unless I redlly didn't

have any choice.

I don't like to talk trash
to people about their parents,
but: since You went there ... Tommy '\
Delp is a jackass and a griPter. |
Maybe you don't know his past. /
Wouldn't surprise me iPhe  /
hadn't told you.

Like hell N
Wou don't. Just 1S
let me get this =

mask oPP. 4

I need help,
and there's
nowhere else I

¢an get it. I hate him, he hates me,

and anyway it would take a lot

maore than his ass to get Me to

go anwwhere near Highpoint's
bullshit again.

___,_,_-—'—'—‘—'—-_._‘_‘_‘_

— Jex, you were there ~~

.\'-

/ When Daddy introduced her. oL
| You said She didn't look like she |—"gy(, she did what, she came o ~~
Wag bp bo dy gaod. { dol She improved our dePenses, she \ it
Remember? A\ yade the shadows nastier ... Acholz WP e tine topaytha vrice N
=3 ~ covldn't get in anymore . / : A

: .
Por the service. N\

S S

And all of a sudden the Order had \l
completely moved in, and they're
running the whole estate, and all

i - - kinds of horrible things have

: ol N 1 AR . 1 R happened, and Paddy ... ""
vty A LRGN T | o s PR well ...

o

¥ Thr:- isn b;u5b
Highpoint politics! The Order
is dangerous! They've kept to
themselves before this, but that
seems bo be over, and I don't
think they'll stop with the
Delp estate.

- lr\-'_h"'_ " o
').ﬁ . v, R

Hl""'

I didn't. want to!

You want bhem I objected to it Prom the

coming into Serenity?

One of them tried to

chase me here today,
You khow,

beginning. But we couldn't keep out:
that Scholz bibch with just the

resources we had, so Paddy went tio

bhe Order and their Mother Corven

o N lent vs an acolyte.

r . L-r .ﬂé? acl:-"i L'lt!e
S0 Whiy'd you let: them in
in the Pirst place?

—_— . -_""-|.
~ T hadtouse T~
that on wou! I had o °
way of knowing I could

brust you!

IF...

And since wou
were there to distract
Me 50 she could spy, I Ruby ...

I guess I\ e —— '

F;J; ﬁa‘a’;&"ﬁgﬂﬁﬁ'} gt ': # What, you mean afber ™
e Jocd (  you used a mind-control )

e

IP the
Order tries to
make trouble in
Serenity, I
probably have j
to Pix it.

IP they make
trovble in, say,
the Yards or
Century, I might
get talked into
helping Pix it.

But if they only
Make tirouble in
Highpoint ... great.
Let them have the
place. Maybe they'll get
Par enough to give
Brendan Barker a bad
night: or two. He made
that place a trash |
Pire. He can do the /

Pirefighting.

help ... /

: / was right! kind Peel like
L potion on her?

o

~_ ~
— i

o T i

-
.

TR

oy,

(" An't your pull, Buby. )
\.,‘___ _-__‘__,.-'

. Honor ... an't
Lhink Wou're skel all
bime. Some good. But
Weah, han't trust you
none. Tacked me
with that stuPp.

Made wour old
dore a monster.
Prob make me
monster too, gob
bired of me.

U

ALL £OF THE EVENTS BEING DISCUSSED IN THESE TWE FANELS HAPFENED IN #32.

And then wou
stabbed me!

Cause you
asked me Lo
kil hep!

should ...

Prob bad
ided, know ...

I'm not your
mother, Jex.

Look, I know I made
Mmistakes. But I
really did think ... I
thought maube it

would be ...

7 1 don't know.
With you it was
different. I
mean iti.

L~ AndI've done
: f"’ dumber things Por
| weirder reasons. Can't
: cast stones,

7/ Honor, iP I
don't: hear Prom,
her in @ couple of
weeks I'M going to
assume the worst, and
I'm going to come kick
every ass I can
reach, starting
witih Wours.,




HIGHPOINT, OUTSIDE (AND UNDER,) THE DELP ESTATE.

We're going
to have to wade
a little. You sure
You don't want
boots?

Why
han't just
port in?

I can't. :
The Order's got some way e
of keeping people Prom casting
portals in or out. Set portals

Gettin

hazzed Polk all
vse me Por
bait.

I didn't say
"bait." I said
“distraction." IF wou
have a way to take
her bePore she can
do anything,
great.

Got be some
else here help
Nobody.

The maids are all
initiates now, and
the shadows all
got converted.

work, but there aren't any on

the estabe. Daddy didn's LS PR
want them. : :
. e AT g . - I ¢an do all kinds of 4 idn'
SRl o y - things but they take setup. I ,mﬁg;j::bgatggg didn’s
i " ‘o ur IR . | can make something in advance, o
They've also got deFenses T sy like a potion ... or I need to do a

Lp everywhere between our : . = :
estate and scholz’. But the Scholzen Y La o Ruby said you
wouldn't try to atback Prom this Were big witch. All
side--they'd have to go all the way kinds pull.
around the estate--and I think :
everybody but me Porgot these
tunnels were even here.

[

Pormal procedure. Takes time. - -
Concentration. Lord Pulter
hasn't been seen--I
Lhink Holly the acolute
claimed him. The Sterlings tried
to rebel and vanished too. They're
probably tied up somewhere,

: We won't get that
Why han't just with Corven, which is Why
tack all selP? Why I need you to help distract : .
2 get help? her or knock her out long repenting. Lady Barigault went
. enough Por me to work over big EIPHI:T now she keeps
something. Lord Barigauvlt on a short
leash. Literally.

What bout one hot
Por your dad?

Lady Derrow!
I'm amazed wou
remember.

HMM.

She's still at
liberty ... and it
could work ... that
might motivate
her ...

The initiates
¢an’t see you, bub
Lhey can hear you.
Thew'll probably ignore
Yol anyway, but try
hot to make any
hoise.

She's not very
reliable though.

Need some
else. Gon be slide
just bwo. The acolytes
Might: as well not
. have their eyes
... OK. Let's covered. Those we
talk to her. have to avoid
completely.

" I haven't laid
kescue him? eyes on the man in
From what? Me? weeks ... every bime I look
Por him I can't Pind him ... T
even went to his rooms and
knocked on his door. He
didn't. answer.

He's avoiding me.

Just barging in .
here like you never He's being held T Lady
learned manners ... captive, Lady Derrow. 5 Derrow, we need
I'm not :J'i”Eﬁﬁr‘Eﬂ’::;" . to do it now/We're

> | running out of
| bime!

Captive? W HonorDelp, Iam N

By those horrible not going to let wour _\
Order people?® )

.
Father see me with My iy |
hair slept in, no makeup, X
We think s0. wearing a nightgown ... I >
We need you to come dontcareifit'sa / >
With us and help vs crisis: y |4
geb him out. _ S\ e Y
o Sigh -- J l
At least let me 1\ |
/sy N )
/' Derrow, but it's Come back in Porty | | Tl horry. £
IIr important. We need — minutes., . =
\ You to help rescue
b, Paddu.

“.l"

How do we play w210 SRS My mistake.
this? You get her ¥ ROy S : They're not revolting,
attention, I try to ] Wou just don’t let: them

take her oUbL? & . shower oPten enough,
Otherway. S °
You pull, T push, |
Lady goes in.

The initidtes
are revelbing!

.'f.




BACK IN SEEBENITY --.

{

£

Lord Delp?

Forgive the
intrusion, milord,
but we're--

You
Monster!

How could Wou
do this--

Oh, and
/ Honor as well? I
| didn't Ghink you
{ would come back.

\  Who's your
N Priend?

-

( Damn it, I'm busy/

o

S This N\

isn't the \
paval level of
Mmischief, or I
wouldn't
waste wour
bime.

APter years of
keeping to
themselves--and not :
Mmaking trouble--the Order B
of Vision has woken up and e
is starting to show signs §
of ackivity outside '
their enclave.

They're very
dangerous. IF they're
actually becoming active
again, it's a problem
Por all of us.

Jeanne ¥

I haven't seen you
since before the
gprue! No one was
sUre where you
were ...

You're jumping tio the
wrong conclusion. I didn't
do this. She did it to herself.
I ofPered her a risky
possibilityy and she took it.

B Perhaps we'll
It didn't work out. diacuss the detaile

l[ater, but Por now,
Yol have other
places to be.

You know, it's very
interesting, Honer ... now
that she's like this, I can see
the Pamily resemblance
MUCh more clearly.

_—

Lady Derrow, isn't it?
Very bnexpectedly.
Well, if you're going to give a
rude surprise, you should
get one in return.

~_I'm aPraid Lord
/ Delp has changed
considerably, as you

can see.

Do you still want her like
\ thisZ I'm sure she'd be
\ willing to play. she
N usually is.

g —

e

I like to ~ deanne,you
keep a low © know I'm happy to see
probile. Wou, but I also suspect
Wou're bringing me
trouble ...

Redecorating? I
have to tell you, I'm
hot sure the plum
works here.

Yeah, neither
am L.

You ¢hanged your
hair! I like it.

.

JEANNE LAVAL (BABKER). JOSIAH'S MOTHER, NOT THAT
SHE LOOKS IT IN THIS FOBM. WE'VE SEEN HER A COUPLE
&F TIMES SINCE THE SFRUE, BUT BUBY HASN'T.

Order of
Vision?
Pleasetell me this isn't
the same group as the
weird nuns who have a
litble Poothold in
Highpoint.

I'm aPraid s0.
What do you know |
about them? /X3

A
"

Y
Far
i

e — J_.___

i
7 1sort of Peel ™~ W
| like I should make
\. YougoPfirst. A8

o ]

" 1 don't know a lot. e

/7~ Some of them have abilities \

( we've never seen anywhere else, |

but I haven't been able to  /
Find out more. g

o,

_—~— And apparently they've
“ recently taken over the Delp
estate becavse Tommy Delp was
stupid enough to invite them in
For proteckion.

-_'_""‘——-—._____.—-—-—'\ 0
LR
L

o

.-"‘"f e
l How do ou know
about them?

I've been
keeping close
track of them

Por a long

bime.

Because of your keen sense of

danger? That you didn't apply on

your hive preoject and we nearly
all became Penny's bees?*

*Z21-22.

I['ve got bo warn
Wou, I am not Peeling
the troubleshooting
business right now.

Very much not.

g
Hmm. That's “\ :
hot like wou. L}
Wearing you down, I
suppose. There's 5o |
Much bad
behavior.

Y Un...
something like
. that.

Oh, You arein a
bad space right now.
I5 everything else in your
liPe geing all right 7 You
and Leyna aren't
Pighting, are you?

Um ... T
apologize. That I've been keeping
was out of line. track of them ever
since I realized what
they really were.

Which was also when I
lePt the Order.

... Oh, this
should be good.



"What they don't tell Hou is Lhat very Few initiates ever advance.
I'M sure ﬂheg d 58y it's becavse Most just aren't suitable, but the
truth is, they weren't exempt From bed Pees, and they needed the
initiates to earn enough to support themselves and the acolytes.
The initiabes were there mostiy as captive labor.”

"When vou join the Order, Wou start as an initiate. You spend
a lot of time meditating and deing ‘Mental exercises’ that
they say are going to get Hou in the right state of mind to
ddvance and acquire the special abilities the acolytes have."

"They sold crafted items, at the time ... Mostiy clobhing. I
was in their dye works Por ... 8 year or soZ It was hard to
keep track of time. It was horrible. Always Perociovsiy kot
Prom the boilers, and wour hands and arms were stained all
the time. But bhey insisted on doing it the hard way.
Maybe bo keep vs busy. I don't know."

T " bub bhere was a lob of .. %

MR - -~ 7 1A Y R TSR ING P _
&\ ”Theg also rented out the TR — | "And I suppose it goes without saying = Wow know ... repetition of
_initiates to make Money a B N ... 3 least in retrospect ... the |8 messages. sensory deprivation. Even
difPerent way. You know I don't inibiates had Lo serve bhe ﬂﬁ'ﬂ{yﬂeﬁ = the acolutes always have their eyes
have an issve with sex work, ! any way the acolytes saw Fig." - . covered. They claim it enhances Maybe Por the
but I don't think Ghis Feaﬂy w2 : — = b their obher senses. acolytes it does, but the

place, huh? ;l Yes, and very hard ""--.H in the dark.
to get out oP. I wouldn't

\ - call it mind control in anuf When I did get

o SChN . g out, I didn't think there
' \1 TN was anything I covld do.
Brendan wouldn't have shut
them down--my grandson is a
jackass, o I just tried to
warn people oPP. Keep

Lhem Prom joining.
'y Then the bed Pees ‘
ended. Brendan let them 5

st.ay on in what became Highpoint
and [ guess they Pelt they had
enough initiates. They stopped
recruibing and kept to
themselves.

counted as consent .. o | uld 7 Lovely e initiates are literally kept

:

Jeanre ... I have to
ask. Why did wou get
invalved with this cult in
the Pirst place?

I thought bhey ~ APriend of Then we'll have 3
were workinag Ming--you haven't met her he
; : to get bhere the
toward the same : Wet--is probably up to her hard way.
things I was. ass in this right now. .

You don't
want to even
change clothes or
anything?

1118

¢ What Honor Delp came to try
telepathy? to get our help this morning.
| She Wants to rescue her
Pather Prom the Order.

-ra

—
&
L

40 that's -vhere-""‘-

she was ::cmg

' ... Why isn't my
portal working?

p— !! !
- .-
Il TEEE

It's never been Are you trying to
y _lust dbout belepathy, portal to comewhene
/ Ruby. It's about getting inside the Delp
everyone to be better to estate?
one another. Social
awareness. Learning to b
act as part of 8 The Order has

The kinds of N group. Unity. somehow got the ability
M-l - to prevent ¢asting portals
st into or out of into a space.
it b ) They've had it set vp in

Jiﬁ“ﬁﬁ;’;‘iﬁiﬁjﬂf@ their own compound Y 11 ¢hange on

of that, because since the Sprue. the way. ,
everyone has a | h
o ...
sense of Wl

anyway, whatever IP they've

I'm trying Por, they taken over the Delp , : You've convinced
weren't it. They do have space, setbing it up : == B Me bhat Jex is in over T
abilities, but they're not there would be one of CAE RS R s TH : Ja,_._q_ her head, and I want to

interested in community. Or the Pirst things .= — get there before
at least not any they'd do. 5 T S SN, something really bad &
COMMURIGY oubside : - S0 happens to her.
themselves. - :

HIGHPLINT -

HMPME‘#M <3l

< HREMY . g I I
T | IR
'A s
Oh, Wou don't
' recognize the aterlings? I
spppose it s a bit difficult.

I'm still deciding what to do
witih them.

I & For the moment, I've
‘ ‘ told them bhat whichever

of them makes the other
climax Pirst can have
tLheir Peet back.

L

Oh, do calm down. _ | - - .

.,j %

T
i

We'll be done in
just a moment. See? - =
We've arrived. This is Lord NI OF course, neither of them
e  don's wagie e e
Deip. 4hame about him oo Je avic e herdr eMpty spaces Por a century and
Pruing his brain like that. gpaes . get nothing. Must be Prustirating,

; Delp would have let you . e
¢ learned so mue 7
: 1lrPr-[e.m: hrilsi-ngeﬁg[: : anywhere near. g TR

F




There.
Isn't that betber?

You horrible,

horrible woman/ How

dare wou do this?
How dare you do any
of this?

Ml rights, all right.

1 f
Bz patient. Let: Me oUt right now:

] And restore Lord Delp!

:’9

N “x,,-’
f.n N

“"{\
SO0

‘xva'ﬂ':qja ‘\1

I 7
l v
N =
"?'::' N
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} E}f“'\.h .-:"ﬁ’\}‘:'r.

- T o —

|,>

=

u'd-'

.-"‘* '"' . I don 54\\

' bhmh _ff:u were O
= paving enough

attention, Lady Derrow. |
I can't restore Lord §

8 Delp. That's
B completely beyond £
.y e:r:rntr-r:r! ﬁ.‘:..

ey }_

I just need
to seb vp a Pew
things and then I'll let
You out of that
iceboX.

COOkS
EEEEEE!
OOCEEEKY

; Wait, what
Al are you doing?

- i N
1
M‘w
- _.'
o a0
] ™ F)
L .
5 '.-
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HE E:'E E £l

I did consider awma

" her to You in exchange Pﬂr 3 ~ _
your cooperation. She needs s’
constant attention, and you'd

Ahd there we have the -
prabrﬂm I don't think you
actually love Lord Delp or even
e vant. Or |\ have any attraction. You just want [
8 9¢ 6 ‘mit Ea‘if;aﬂ'lﬁaﬁb Whaf',/ x Lo marry him Por his estate. 4
< L or the power. #

; e
"1 can't have someone With that
/ kind of ambition around here. You'd
try to cross me sooner or later, and I
don't care to alwaws be looking over
my shoulder Por you.

Sp I'm aPraid you're going to have to go.
Enjoy Wour hew habitat!

e

e e . —— -
T - : BB T we

I think it's
sweet that you
haven't given up on
your Pather. But it's
NMisguided, you
khow.

And you could
certainly recall out of
that. Is it possible You

want to be here?

I'm prepared to offer
Wou opportunities ...

“\ 1""

I
S

When he realized
that, under our
dgreement, he had an
obligation to join the Order,
his only real objection was
that he refused to be an

You know, I
really didn't expect
Wou to come back,
especially after you
managed to lose the
acolute [ sent to
Pollow wou.

He had no idea
that wou were going
to Porce him bo join

the Order!

I was there,
remember? All you
asked at the time was
that he "respect the
Onder" once we held
oFF Scholz ...

And what
better way to
respect the
Order?

Don't pretend to be naive,
Honor. It doesn't svit You.

You knew there would be condibions.
You probably tried as hard as you
could to warn him ofP.

That's not the point/
You can't spring
something like that on him
and then say it was his
Pault Por trying tio make
the best of it!

Why don't wou
Puck Yoursell with
that candle over
there. I'll watch.

I'm not leaving
without my Priend and
MY Pather.

You probably Ly
him ongg

You are missing
the point.

The point is that

your Pather is--was--a

very ambitious man who
would pursve any avenve he
thought would get him more

power. And you are wour

Father's davghter in
every way.

I like ambition,
but it has a tendency to
clash with my own. With
somecne like Wou or Your Pather,
I either need tio be absolutely
sure that I can trust them, or
they have to be broken of
Lheir ambitions
completely.

I don't have a stirong
preference which.

initiate. He wanted to
JuMp the queve, 50 to
spedk.

The previous Mother
discovered the crow ritual
Many years ago. But we realized it
was risky, and haven't used it since
then. I oPPered it to him, risks
disclosed, as a way to advance his
power very quickly. He seized
upon it immediately.

I'm going to
give You one more
brief chance to
recall out.

IP wou do, I
expect never to
see Wou again.

IP you stiaw, or iP
You come back, you wilf
join the Order.

And we'll see which
approach I have to
take with wou.




There wou £ Han't talk like
arel . that? K.

Honor, got haul!

Get out of this, Han't time Por that ...

sePP, Pix Pace later.
skels all over,

EFPn skels put
me in box ...

Y'elear?
53y SOMe ...

Han't make Por shit
but gettin pretty good
breaking ...

Maybe she
ran in here?

atop them!

I had several
locations set vp in that
portall Al of them places
that are diPPicult to reach
any other way. And I don't
remember which one I
vsed last!

= WA

L0

You've not
only wrecked the
portal, buk now we
have no way of
knowing where
they went!

NOT TOO LLONG AFTEE THAT ---

Lri

My word! ' You never did
A prodigal returns y - bhderstand. It was obvious
to Ehe Pold. early on that you weren't
ever going to.

) Hard to tell if your N
4§ | don't-nobice-me svits
S work on them ...

They only really work When there's a
crowd anyway. They're more like
hotice-somebody-else-instead suits.

That's why
You never advanced,
You khow. It was clear
wour mind could never
- encompass our
| as Mission.
I just Pigured they
couldn't hurt.

That, and your
inPlated opinion of wourself.
Like now. What do wou think

You're going to do? Do you
imagine Wou can overpower
MeZ You never had an ounce

ey ._J,.-'"
Don't kid of ability.

" Where do Wou think the
head nasty would be keeping
herselP? I don't know how
anybody Finds anybody in
these big stone piles ...

IT'S BEEN A WHILE SINCE WE'VE SEEN THE INCONSPICULSITY SUITS, MEOSTLY

BECAUSE THERE HAVEN'T BEEN ANY SITUATIONS LATELY WHERE THEY'D D& ANY &SO0D.

long as Wou were

Besides, you've

yourselp. & .
I tolerated you as !t %

keeping quiet and not
recruiting any
mopre Vickims.

Buk now wou're out
oF line. Even if some of
these people probably

deserve You.

picked a very bad |
day Por it.

Because there
are already people
here trying to shut

You down?




Becavse
we're all already
on alert becavse of
the obher people
trying to shut s
down.

HNose in/
This is a cul-de-sac¢ and
they're still inside the
portal barprier ...

Flash bomb. J¢

" Picked vp the Y
idea Prom Leyna,

INTERLUDE.
THE COBBLES.

] e

TEEECE HAS BEEN PREOCCUPIED WITH THE INVESTIGATION OF THE COMA VICTIMS (SEE #3% AND #43), ~

BUT THAT DOESN'T MEAN SHE AN NEGLECET HEE DUTIES AS THE BOSS' ENFOBLER AND COLLELTOR.

"THE BOSS ALWAYS GETS HIS cuT."

» There. Now geb
out. And don't tell me
it ian't enough, or I'll
Mmake wou look at my
books and then you'll

Yeah, I noticed
Wou don't have any
customers. Business |
been bad?

You don't have to
gleat, Treece. I khow
the job saus Wou have

e to be a bitch, bub--
P i
A I'M not gloating, NN L C
\ ¢/ Carawy. I haven't
T been paving a lot of

attention. Are your
other places deing
badly too?

Everybody's "%
restaurants are il
tanking, Treece. |

What do you

expect?

T
T

Yo MAY BEMEMBER BLAKE CARAWY, LAST SEEN GETTING THE

W

=,
R -

e
2% g ? !

= T

¥

/" Nobody comes to
/ the Cobbles now to g
[ eatb. Not with these algo ¥
drugs all over the place.
The people slumming From
\ Serenity or Century,
A that's what they're £
: coming Por. :

I'd chuck this 0
and open an algo
club, but T know You'd

\ pitch a Pit and get

W\ Me tossed out ... A0

7 everybody else who
/' has any brains at all is
o getting inbo it as Past as
they can ... hell, I thought Wou

.__1 i
/ F, .

~ were keeping Jonah Ulster

on a shorter leash than
5 Me, but you let him get £

. intoit ...
i ,.'lr;1|§§'~‘ -

B DicPerent set of
roles Por me, hoh?
..... . You like to see me
L - i b, sUPPer. a
I g '+1—f+-f+l—li-+l/
\

.I

Wait. L
gay that last |
part again? /i F
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e s s F N

"
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SNEOT BEATEN SUT OF HIM BY TBEECE (HE DESERVED IT) IN #3265

OK,
that settles it.
It's drugs. It's
been about drugs
Prom the
beginning.

Junker
and Hawah
made algo
drugs. Berg sold
them and
apparently so did
Ulster. I'm
betting Matty
did too.

Come on in!
Don't be shy!

Pl Wiho 2 the No charge to enter!

person trying to
shut everybody else
oLLZ They're being
sneadky enough about
it that I haven't--

Aw, now what
the hell's this?

N You knew.

Ulster is
selling algo
drugs? He sure
\ isn't doing it p
. openly ...
\ penly 4

Nah. He's still
poison. But he's
backing a club.

‘EGMEI‘J'GI:IH else as the

Pront. I Pigured

5 Sometimes

T ? people like to try
f to keep me From

knowing things. It
pisses me ofF.

don't give a shit
what Wou do Por a living.
You want to go algo,
that's your
business,

Free advice,
though: I'd be careful.

I think there's someone
selling drugs around here
who doesn't want any

competition. -

That's right!
Absolutely risk Pree!
A good time is guaranteed Por all!



" gorry,
Polks, this
entrance is
temporarily

B closed! £
-1-‘-"'"—|_-___-"--“.<"‘1“__

Have a lovely
evening!

IP you want to Pind I wasn't trying to
bhem, just go around the bust them anyway. I just
corner, they'll put down again. wanted to know what it
They've been doing this Por was. Is it a sex club?
days now.
Maire thinks s0.
But I don't - i | I'm not sure.
think you can get: a '
cut Prom Ghem ... we're
pretty sure they're not
actually in the
Cobbles.,

Only way
! Wwe're going tio
[ Pind out is to go
in, and we haven't
wanted to Find
oLt that much
Wet.

Hey, You have any idea
who'd want to have the
whole algo drug market so
bad thew'd get rid of their
competition? Anybody
Mmaking moves that
You've seen?

I _‘"" e e | e i 4 g ASH AND MAIRE, INFEOBMAL FROTELTEORS OF THE COBBLES DEMINTEESDDEN -
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. Some people I
: _ didn't know were still
' . operating. At least

| ) : ot like tAAE.
: :
'
¥ F 2 | You were
’ saWing?
Ve L.
! . ; " - | _- . S Well, the rumor is,
it " CUPP Purcell's got @
- group together and

,. they're getting into the
dug around the algo people, algo business. S0 he's
g o Rer ) : V- probably been turhing

It's hard bo tell. You've

Wou know how it goes ... you talk
to a8 club owner and they have a
distributor and they have a algo
chemist and then mauwbe wou get :
to the person who's actoally C
rUnning the thing. Layers.

b over the same rocks,
Wknow?

-~

I see what you
mean. I guess I'll go
talk to him. Want to
Bub, You know, come along?

Wou Might--

IF Yo NEED T& KENOW WHE THESE
FOUR ARE (THOUSH You DEN'T,
FEOR THE MOMENT), TRY #35.

il Further
u“tnl:ll'll:l

Y Probably
[ better iP we
\don't. sorry.

-

e\ S

We get along Yy

with CUPP, s0 Par, '\ \ = -
and we'd likeit to | ’ ny'
stay thab wav i Lo

£ possible. £

D f-l

# 4“1'..._. =

4

But keep us
informed.



| aommonaper! | ) F I AT T Fﬁr [F
WE'BE NOT SURE SUBSELVES.

Know would
get here?

Big slide.
Bad.

"Oh, yeah, han't
say hone ...

Han't chase?
J'!".ight- had ...

Some an't want
go, then--

i

N
)
f/aﬂ b ﬂ:‘JHE
| round. Can p“ﬂ&: sit | Y
here while . Han't Pi;?-\\‘. Ruby
. g prob ca .. iP
| We can get to Per' '
/— .. got Pind way S0
out tho ... .
Han't got portal \
. T REE <arw good, huh? <
‘ I .. Rest r'lr".;tl. k& what rosh row s

|
| -
- - \m-- P

1

IffFEEE ﬁx ™
Pace ... save \‘*
| enes ... 50 pink
%\ here han't see

~.  Shib ... g ..
T < _— How's Feel?

Voes do like
otiher one? 4

—\__




THE AEEIE.
HisH ABSVE HIGHPOINT -
——
~ Ieant L-J
believe I never

1

E
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. I told you we needed to
5taH neotral! What |f3 they had
Pollowed you?

¢ You know, the
Mmess might Pind

There are only
twenty of vs here.
o

..-r""-,‘.:t

Wou whether you
AN

s want it or not.

\ N

."' Glynis, ¢'mon. e ) >—‘

First, I don't bhink any of | > 1P you've been

bhem can Py, 7 watching the situation on
( the ground, Wou know at least

khew this was _ m | |

[ Up here ..

We have no ™~
dePenses obher
than being hard to
redch; we have no
Weapons, bnless we

kwo of bhese Packions are drop rocks on

'EEJ"iﬂU': bad news Por all of
" Highpoint.

/ I don't think either
7/ Ariarna or the Order is
going to stop until they have
the whole place. And that
includes taking on Erendan.
I6'll include Wou iP they
Pigure it out.

> And since they don't Ply,
how on earth would it oceur to
them that we went vp?
Y They probably think we éuat
‘. managed bo recall very Past.
> g ,.._{;,"5’ 7" They don't know
> > S Yo e up here. 1'd armaﬁt
> g | be willing to bet: Brendan
doesn't remember you're

Lp here.

I Mmean, Wou're
right. Every day I
check on them, I get
more worried.

You mau have to do
more to protect
Wourselves than just rely
‘ on being overiooked.

Speaking of that,
there's something I need
Lo show You. Important
information.

Yes, and that's the way we
want to keep it. We've been
watf‘hmg that mess down there.
We don't want any.

Bot I can't show wou
tonight. Too dark.

.'r..a-'.‘.. .lr F .l.

s
o

**""—i'v'ha don't You both stay the
night 7 I have an extra room.
I'll make some dinner,

Well, the
vpstairs room has
a little balcony and
o that does have a

v Im" railing, but be
= W
I f Wou in the }

careful.
N\ Morning. |
i It's only got one
bed ... I'll need to set
up another ... unless
you're going to share
that one ...

We ...
aren't that kind
of Priends.

Does your " .
Priend know the R 5 Oh!
rule? 2
In that case ... will she
be oPPended if wou
S share My bed?
You mean the "don't N
set Poot outside the
house withoub wfnge‘-
vnless you want to arr -'
x ba your death" rule?

\vﬂé\

o 1 think she Pigured :I.‘. \
[ oLt When she saw Wou \
don't have any railinga
on yaur porch.

=5

I still have trouble ]
Piguring out how ground want to!
people work sometimes. / sorry! I didn't

y mean to--

I mean, if you

It's OK.
There's a lot 6o be said
Por directness.

DOWN BELOW, ON
THE DELP ESTATE ...

I suspect you
ren't, honestly. J .
A I've glimpsed your black
hearts, and they aren't easily T8
rePormed. I seriovsly doubt you 5%
repent anything at all. ]

But I also imagine you don't -
want to be stuck like this any longer,
and I have a way Por Wou to be usePul. 5o I'm
not r:aunt-iﬂg on your repentance, but iP You
don't want to lie there licking each other's
¢rotiches Por bhe rest of wour lives, Ida:r B>
: count on Your cooperation.

You poor,
pathetic

creatures. Have yYou repented?

Was it enough? Are you
prepared be servants of
purity and lightz

I'm going to give You back ™
sgme of wour Preedom of
movement.. Enough Por you to erawl
to that circle over there. IP you do, IPnot ... well ... I
I assume bhab means You've AR | suppose ] canfind
decided to help out. soMeone else.

Honor is going to try o
g -\ N retrieve her Pather again.
Take care not to m " SI;Z;' PR She's a stubborn child.
knock over the ' T A e
candles, now.

== I want to have something
special waiting Por her. I seem
to recall you two don't get along
witih her at all, so you might
even enjoy this.

I'm afraid it's going bo
hurt a bit, though.

g

e A
3

=

E L
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INTERLUDE-

DE. CHAPMAN'S OFFICE, SERENITY.

Thanks Por coming.

sorry
about the
message out of the
blve ... I don't have a
- par'ta[ to your ops
| room, and I Pelt it'd
\ be wrong just to
show up at your
S house,

W
” Mo, it's

o L perpectiyan
TUe N N ‘)

R

S,

> Besides,I ™
haven't been here

How on
earth did you get
here? There are no get,
portals. Did one of ug
bring you in?

... | suppose
tlhﬂtl '1$I't"r£- I-:'hE'
quedtion [ should
have asked first.

Intermittentiy. I had

to put them on hold Por a i

while to deal with all those
inberrupt patients. I'm just
noW resuming again.

When did you
H‘s__ a5t see Ruby?

{

""l
!

bePore. Interesting to |

g see bhe place. How are
Pl J

{ _
@ J
) '
‘ ‘ é,

.~ Ididn't Peel like I had
7/ achoice! We need Buby
{ around. She's the only person
L Who can do the things she does.
We can't keep this place
n, bogether wibhout her. .~

the s:eap studies

g

—

P Listen to what you

[ just said. You don'

t see

why she Might: resent

that a bit?

OF course! But, .
dgain, what choice do I
have? What choice doe-s

she have? l

= Sigh --
I want Ruby f:u::I be happy. 1
don't think she is, not lately, and I
don't know what to do about it. I
M\ don't know iP I can do
: anuthing about it.

W “ What do you think?
“i. You probably understand

|

"fﬁ her better than anybod
else here ..

o /
,-H A
IPI ever

= comp:etaig; understand

o

I?

B

[ would
love o know why
that person has a
portal to the hards. We
don't trust the hards, and
we don't trust anyone who

S has dealings with them. It's |
8 all we can do to keep them ﬁ

8 3 you find

ouf, more, please
tell us. }-‘[eam-rhﬂr 1
sugdest you recall, if

you can. Hopefully thaf
will aldo take care of
your friend's ...

i/jr‘\*'hh m.

from invading our gpace
at all times.

11, .-ﬂ
Unless, of R
course, you want te N
join us ... but I'm %

assuming you dan‘t./(
L "\(

_,,.--"'""_-_._-—-_-_-_"""‘H-.,\
~ Did she tell youv she was

{ going to vanish into the Yards

Pault. she's not

aveiding Wou, she's
avoiding me. Jex and I
went to the Yards to
\ Petich her. She didn't

. take it well.
2 B -“-""‘-h_.___._.--"'"‘r- !
Uh ... nine ... no, ]

ten days ago.

But I think I
need more
information.

~ I've been ... renewing some
praﬂﬁﬁmnar contacts. There

Por two weeks?

. The Yards, no ... and
she didn't give a timePrame.
She said she was going to
disappear Por a while and I
shouldn't worry.

" Then I got @ message N,
¢ that she was back ... and
I haven't been able to Pind
her since then. She's either
_ not at home or not !
. answering her door.

Leynal

I don't want to be a scold,
but I Peel like wou should
have known better.

aren't a /ot of psycholo pgrﬁtﬁ in A4,

“‘*-m__ but there are a

.___,,...d"'"’

EVE!"I_-IDI"IE' I've

spoken to confirms N
threi observationally: Adis \
sUPPering some kindoP 1\
malaise. People seem to have |
given up pursuing creative
activities. Al kinds. Even
\ their hobbies. They're not
by putbing much zeal inbo
. Lheir work either, the £
ones who work. ,/

Basically, alot of ™
people don't seem to warlt N
to do anything. They want to
coast through ... sit on their e

couch and watch passives .. ,H' '
. bake algo drugs, or 1:1r'u'|har Yy

You know, Lov *Er'ﬂfd'

a While back that, the demana“‘x

¥/‘ {.'

but they were having trouble

‘H,‘ or whatever .. ( Por new passives was way up,

writing and acting,
even iP she won't

/\ Pmdmg people to write them /
" Bight. dng ™~ 2nd act inthem.

-~

( Ruby's given up on

_ Ruby, I'll write a thesis admits it

about it. ﬂ_/_\ _ &
No one knows

BUL right now I suspect what's cauvsing this, why What Buby needs is some
she's just got the same thing it started, or what to do other pursuits besides saving the
everybody else has. about it. world. Once she has those again, she
ot probably won't resent being called vpon
o to save the world as much.
“ What do ;au ) Bot I can't Porce her tio go Pind

F
- 1 Mean? those pursvits. Nor can you.

Y - Tl

e =

She also needs ... A

Mbuartg I shouldn't go
there. I don't have any basis For
it. And it's not something we can

help her with anyway. :

: %
4 I Ve been hoping
to a5k Ruby about |
i, but maybe wou |
¢an help too. y

I know it's N
hot a lot tio go on,
but does that,
description ring
any bells?

I wanted to talk to
you about something e!ae
besides Hubp I have ..

suppose she's a PﬂtiEﬁb I
can't think what else to
call her.

It doesn't just
ring bells.

I'm not only
almost a hundred
percent sure I know
where she was and
who he was ...

During the Sprue, she
was a "ghost"” -- one of the
people in interspace trying to hang
onto whatever little islands of
reality they could Pind.

i
e
=
PR

... I'd be willing to
bet I know who he
thought she was.

-~ Theisland she Pound was
soMeohe else's property .. .
appar*enptrl_q real ... and not eaten by the //—\
4prue Por Whatever reason. 4he and . -
several other ghosts clong to it. For along | ~ L @55UMe he's bhe paroon .
time. Years, perhaps. She ended up having L/ Who owned the Space. She =~ N
an intimate relationship, such as it was, ,/( describes the space as containing

b , | nothing but a large house in poor
 With Ghe long non-ghastly occopant Bl .o air. She describes him a5 an older

"“\“meicj// \ Man, bald, bhin ... WhoM She thinks

was under the impression she ;,-f
N was someone else.

IF THIS SCENE L-EAVES YOU BAFFLED, AND YOU DON'T WANT T2 WAIT FOR IT T2 BE DEBAFFLED IN
DUE TIME, YOU'LL NEED T CHECK ISSUES K38 AND #40 ... AND A SCENE WITH CHAPMAN IN #43.




HIGHFZINT -
THE THALLIUM ESTATE.

@alad recall
Pixed Pace ... Yes, But it
redlly worries me
that I covldn't dispel

it myselP.

I knew she
{ was powerful, but
.. We're going to
need help.

Which I realize
Wou told me Prom

the beginning. v

Thank you Por
sticking around, by
the way.

/1 should Pire you
Por this, Seev.

BUt Wou'd be boo N
damned hara to
replace.

Sorry, milady.

They're not hostile and
theW're very insistent. N

“‘!r

-

. The thing is, as you KNOW

‘*f’ perﬂ#“ﬁlu well, House Thallium's

sprvival depends on =1:-aumg ouk aP
the other houses' Pights.

Eﬁpefralrn these days.

} = r—-ﬂ"‘r#
But this
:ﬂﬁ’tjua‘t our
Pighti! Now that
they've got our
eatate. Wou know
they won't stop

7.

S b
-

.'...

=

II|I'

.
. \"-.__

=Y remind me to give N
o/ Uvour Pather the thanks
~| he deserves For bringing
\  that to pass. Honor,
what was he
thinking? <0

"~ Becauvse of 8cholz?
Well, s0 am 1.
= Frankiy, she's Much higher on My
» f personal list. She'll have overrun

H me long bePore the Order gets

: around to it.
-.-'_\-".I.-' _|.‘_
S | Y R
|.||,.I'.I“I'H THE OBDER'S SUCCESSFUL DEFENSES OF THE DELP ESTATE, LADY SCHOLZ HAS !
. TAEEN T BAIDING OTHEE ESTATES --. INCLUDING THALLIUM, WHICH cAN ILL AFFOED IT .
* TH.I'S H.-I'RS DISCUSSED EﬂTH 1'1-""15.5 WE PEEH{:"USL'&"SEHJ L-ﬂn'.':".r"' T'Hﬂf.-n.r.l'..nm"[.r N #3237 .-"JHB' #’i"'

A WHILE LATERE.-

I'm not saving it's
your Pauvlt, but my issuve is,
Wou've given me a second
problem, when I already didn't
have a good solution Por the
First one.

And solving one doesn't
afPect the other at all,
uhPortiunately. IF I deal with the
Order, Scholz can sbill wipe me out.
IP I deal with Scholz, the Order
can still wipe me oub.

Now, iF as a
condition Por helping you
with the Order, you agreed
to come give me all bhe
assistance Wou ¢an
against scholz ...

I will absolutely
agree to that.

g

We need to
speak to Lady
Thallium.

Hep
ladyship is also
hot: open to
visitors at this
bime.

It's important.

I don't ¢are iF she's in
bed with somebody right
now or what.

I'll take responsibility.

The estate is
not open to
isitors at this

i J00
certainly will.

It's my Pavlt,
Lady Thalliom.

I wouldn't take 'no’
For an answer.

Honor Delp.
My, mp!
The short hair looks
cute on Wou. Who's
Wour Priend?

Her name's Jex
... and we need to
talk to You about

the Crder.

== Sfgh ==
Fine.
Seev, would Wou
grab My kimono,
please?

Unless
Wou two want
Lo join me in
here ...

™
o
P, <

But that does lead
me to wonder--

Mommy's
busy.

Look, give me a
little while to dress
and get my head
together,

O ey

L
'ﬁ%ﬁ: f"l# ry

VR

Zeev, show them to
the Sakura room and get
them some tea.
And make sure Fifi has been )
Ped bePore you put her in y
her run.

1, W

Well!
As it happens ..

But I Peel in
honesty I need to
warn you Pirst.

B |

—

o
-
-

~~ since I haven't

" been able to get help
( against scholz Prom

\ anywhere else, I've been
\ trying to vpgrade my

OWN Pesources,

o
"-.“‘_- S
- o

W———— " They're good, but
I've been worried they
won't be enough without help

From someone like Wou. S0, Wou

see, I have the exact

I thought I was
going to be able to deal
with Mother Corven by
myselP, or with a Priend or
two. I was wrong. We
heed real support.

;..

f'lr..
o

You're my best hope here
/... bukiP it burns out that
{ what You can provide stiflisn't
enough, then I don't want to
\_hand you the risk. I know you /
‘x dan t have many p#apiﬁ

"')

.

opposite problem!

=% .
L -

‘

q._

" geey, let’ 5
5haw them wh at
we 've got.

e

iy



=

- >

+” Ihopeldidnt ™. \ 2N /" OK, we're

I annoy you by, Uh, MY | | here!
\ . Choices [ast night. .~

— —_—
o R

/ »” Not at alll T hope ™,
' Wou had Pun. :

o . I' X -‘_‘. 't'l
... a libble jealous,
maube. I miss that

N edse sometimes. f =

S © | 5 7 | |
... Jour love This It: as low N\ ,_ o ; - B S cann

liPe isn't what | : aslcangoe Y | | L - i L e

nou'd like it to 8 : | without risking HE :'}fft: b-rt..'ll"f

" be either? | . being seen. you'd agree.

il

255" T over a rondred, u ol 4 "/ B
~/ Ruby. Other people my age ... -' p—— e e
| probably don't go around looking | '

S like Ghis ... and that's one = ¥ . —~ We're going to @&

.'-_ .-'.r.-.-.-"' A | - 1 . L { hallllre t"ﬂ drbﬂp_ ;:T_.: E¥
e Neason bhey don't. = | | ﬁ )l Jeanne, are you OK B8 -
———— BN . Withadrop? _&F I you can keep

— -.. " 5 et . . _ < s :.-l_;. wme alive.
" It does aPPect things. You try = \ F &N -

. —

to tell yourselP it won't, but your — - ' | <~ That'smota
outlook isn't the same as someone s ‘ - | i 5
e — (' problem. The problem's

Who's dcbually thirtd. b " e Ehﬂfiﬂ:igfr | . Piguring out the right,  ARTE

" e v N — s Carefully. *f" 19

— " ] ) e ‘ 4 &
S E T_..I... . s ...:...I i

O Tt makes it difficolt. 2 e . : A N—=.
e

]
-
3

N\ placetodoit.

S,
— 11
¥

o
e F
— ’

el And I'm mentor to a lot of
—<_ = people, and I won't sleep With
o people I'M in that kind of , _ Wra | %) __
o~ relationship with, and that E . - : /It looks like we may
o, Makes it diPficult too. N .- g ':. \ ot have long. - ;

=

THE DELFP ESTATE.

going a lot
better than I
expected ...

Wah but they han't
Figure Wet bouk--




A= i - s
Couple acolybes

| come in, burn round,
haul ofF down here.

Last ones, COhihkikb.

Thew'd be heading
back to protect

Qoryen. Gotb it.

Who's wour vgly
Priend, Jex?

Emu/
Your Polks got
take shadows.
down.

atay safe,
han't slide.

l No worpies!

58
—-'-
- b
-.._ - 5
1 _. - &
e

Come check
on us?

Go stop the obher one
Prom biting Honor's Pace

oPP, would you?

Need soMe

slap, Honor ...




K who they real?

You're assuming
they're
transformed?

Jex is right. Too
complex Por a
simulation.

Let's see what
we got ...

EMyY
acholz is
raiding!
In Porce!

! I

-

But what X
about you# f

Too
many to Pight!
Get Your people
oLt the way I
brought You in,
qQuick!

e

- -_‘-l-
Y. -~
of ;:r
e ow

i

Stay alert!

We've
encountered no
resistance so Far, but
we shouldn't get--

Rt 5

T
~/ Yeah, what about N
| Wou? You're going the
! wrong way!

Lady
sterlingzz

Oh, I bet: she
enjoyed that. she's
wanted to bibe My
Pace ofP Por years. A%

What we gon do
keep Prom make
Mmore slide?

Nothing.
We're leaving.
We need to get out
as Past as we can.
That's why we came
. to Pind you. ;

What Z Whu?
What's going on?

For dcholzl!

Ne quarter/
We take Ghem ail!

Han't look me.

4he gon slide, she

e o
I am not leaving gon slid

without my Pather.

Prob should help
her tho. What we
came Por.

e ... You know,
' d she doesn't

IP you need to go, go. deserve You.
I'll do it by myselP.

-
-

o,
-

-*r

-
1--

.

—




But, Mother, we can-- : They're
upon us!
We pave o ron/

No, we cannot/

Mebher, wait!
Pon't just race off?
until wou can see--

There are too Pew of
Wou lePt. I've taken down the
portal barrier. I want you to do
one sweep of the immediate
area to see iP there's
anyone to save.

The immediate area,
Holly. Don't go Par and don't
take long. We have to get
out of here before--

Why, Jeanne Laval!

Ch, don't
even try it.

['ve wanbed to do
that: Por so long.

I know You can
5ee Me uhder that
and wou know I'm

ready Por wou.

Get out of here
bePore I turn you
into a bug.

up the ladder Por haul Bho .. ile I was getting the

Plash bomb together I

heard Corven say she'd

taken down the portal
blocker.

them to Gell you.

Frobably why wou
didn’t. They knew you That was on
wouldn't buy in. purpose. I want her
to try to take a Pew
_ Scholzen down on her
I realized when way out.
that, Pirst Plash bomb -
dazed the acolutes For
more than a second. IF their
eyes were really covered, They came
it'd barely have in and got absolutely
aPPected them. ne resistance. I want
them confused about
who or what cleared
their way.

Becauvse, Prom
those colors, you had
None of that help Prom Lady Thallivm, and

extrasensory stuPP bhey want I want to try to keep that
Wou to bhink éheg have. I think Prom ba*‘*‘f‘“'”@_'?” her.
bhey're mostly bullshit. All the really Ad)) SCHOIZ 18 2
powerPul stuPP I've seen has been Yindictive biGeH.
Corven here. she's dangerous. I'm
Lhinking the rest of them don't

do anything I can't do. Wonder how Par
that acolyte's

going to get?

o : Come on, Honor.
81,1k b e Better to worder how par 'S tine to get your

trying anything. we're going to get. Pather out of here.

INTERLUDE-

CENTURY-




.'uhat do you
[ think you're going
ko get plaving
\ ghost like thlﬁ?
i'uat hing me?

[ I know it's you.

Do Wou think You're
going to make me Peel
guilty or something?

Regret?

Well, too bad.
I don't regret anyof
the choices I made.

THE THALLIUM ESTATE-

Do you?

... buk it's in your
_ interestto help!

¥ You were already
saying You needed to Pind a
way to keep 3cholz off your
back ... without having the Pelp
holdings as a buPPer between
Wou it's going to be even
harder ...

Honor, even iP I
agreed, I don't think it
would be possible.

That doesn’t
release you Prom your
promise, Honor. You're more
valuable than all your
people anyway.

Oh, don't you worry,
Violet. I keep my word. IP
she invades, I'll be here,
, doing everything I canto |

We don't have

the people. I'm
[ honestly amazed you did
| as well as you did with
\ what Iwas ablebo /

"i._ s

D giveyov.

l B o
o
s,

™

.-"'" 'x

/' And thank you Por
bringing them all
back, by the way. /

.-"'

-|_
T

e
It sounds like
ScholZ has been
rebuilding numbers Por a
While now ... and she's
re-gquipped them ... there are

a lot of them and they're
powerPul and now we don't
. even have Delphine Porces

to count on ...

N e

My best choice
bePore was to lay low and
tend my dePenses, and it's
even more so now. Maybe

she'll decide she's
satisPied.

gl

I suppose there'd be
absolutely no point in asking For
Hour assistance ...

You mean, now that
she's eaten My estate T Maybe
she won't want dessert? Is
that the idea here?

; Do You honestly think
she's going to stop . anywhere
short of taking over the whole
, place? You can't believe that.
You're not stupid.

And you know, I can't do

Mmuch to help you when she does

invade if I don't have any
people left to help with!/

save Your timid ass

I've never had occasion
|'_‘.::| t.aﬂl Wou My position, but
I've r:ﬁr'bamrg told Lady
Thallivm. Ask her.

Short version: You
¢an all get Pucked.

But until then I'm
going to do anything I
can to try to get the
estate back.

Which apparentiy
means Pinding help
sSomewhere else.

I could use Wour help.
More than ever.

e I wasn't [ying to You, you

Y know. I really do think we had

B\ something special. That you're
something special.

But wan't.
Bad here, Honor. All

slide, all bime.
Bad place.

Should pack in and haul.

start some else. Better.

I came here Por dex,
and only Por Jex. IP your
mess slops over into the
obher Zones, I may have to
¢clean it vp, but what happens
in Highpeoint ¢an rot in
Highpoint.




I'm 8bill worried about the

Order, though. Like Wou said to

- -
= S8l your Priend: I think bhey're not going I8

to want bo stop any more than
your Lady Scholz is.

She's not mine. I
don't want her.

HIGHPLINT -

THE BONISOVA ESTATE, SEVERAL HOUES LATEE.

Don't know why he
bothers ... Mmost boring shift
in the whole place ..

Right?
We don't even get visitors, except
Por You-know-who. Who'd care
enough bo invade?

Look, I wasn't
| kidding. You're
L wasting vour time.

Lord Bonisova is

i sequestered right
L now, and he isn't
b Seeing anybody.

Look, there was, \
what, one acolyte lePt

ol

B o = e

~ Even iP Corven managed to get
out, she's going to be a long time

8 regrouping. And iP she didn't, I think

Arianna will keep her busy.

Been through a lok.

Do what she does,
wearin her down,
@ettin 50 hates every.
Han't want do none
Mmore, or any else
maybe.

I think he does it
just 6o keep U5--

s that the
gate bellF

Hang on, I'll go
take a look.

¥ S0 Wou don't even
want to go make a pass
through covertly and
Pind ot

Jeanne.
I consider you a Priend, N
uhlike Honor or Thallium. Bub
MY answer to Kol is
exactly the same as 1 .
gave them. P -

a
b T

i

B I went in there Por S
B Jex only. Every time I have §
o o boseb Poot in Highpoint a
&, part of me dies.

& T

=

T
-

L -

8 IPthe Order makes @ Mess
N somewhere outside Highpoint, Pind
L me, I'll be all-hands-on-deck.
Until then ... Porget it.

T -J,.' .-II_ |

6igsg
!‘llj

ey I
TEFL]

Makes me think an't
want go that way.

Hey, wou
down there!

The estate’'s
¢losed right now.
No visibors.,

.,

" We need to see =
Lord Bonisova., A

He's not
receiving
anyone.




