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That's
really all T
wanted.

——

4o have You \ . T
Pigured out how w.g‘r- - - - And it's goingtobe N e was looking Por 3 R PN
going to get to | i, easy.I'm annoyed I didn't \ _ PorbaltoSpindrop he saidwas ~ _— e
et y = . think of it aaes ago. Remember '—' SoMewhere in the Souk. I bhink he must '~  And iP there'sa ™
Spindrop yet? ges ag — : A : = ; T
|

o denie ClobZ* Le—>_  Chasing those small people, _/ =
E ﬂ_w 1% Che gen Nb_ T;Tkm‘ remembenr? [ | ¢,
A et

Figure you know
where it i5, because
. | there's not: much goes on |

S N ih Ghe Souk Wou don't [/
. . knowabouk. -

L

7 .
/ Iwas expecting
to have to break it
to Wou gentily!

loé sent me a Byt v Il 1 - | (3 \ el ’
Message. She said if we P 3T e PO, g ] AT - ‘4_&
didn't go Pind Spindrop and — SSRRS : . - AR Y.
get Some answers on A L e P e e Y Pl -
algorithm reversal, she A e e ; | e , W ' - “ While that
Was going to murder et =3 L i e 2 b A VS| " S A may well be true
bobh of us. R B A o - A T AN V8 ... bhere are
1 s NRTR : % : \ difficulties.

Not Ghat it
matters, if we don't
have a way there.

S
e - o

7~ TheDalliers - _ = o

.I"' Fa g - y. . ;- : pFe . a i Y a1
| tg}?;nfﬁgﬁrg?hego;?b” a /  Tdontseewhynot.. N\ o SIS 27 I wouldn't have Pound
\_ wanb visitors. | | TR 0D, o M Y 4 L this without a guide in a

Thavea * ‘ I'll try to do whatever I ¢an

e i Million years.
responsibility to _ : i P
respect their - . o
Wishes.

We're not going Ul N | It's
there tio be tourists. oo difPicult to Pind
We think they have ‘ T, TR With @ guide. This
information that will help B - =Y street Moves
s treat victims of AN quite oPten.
vhwanted : -
transPormations,

H.H F
F &

4 Evenso ...
. Although ...

I have some
problems of my own. In
Fact, I'd been hoping to

speak with you.* 8

# v i .
“" There is a person E& f \

whom I believe is trying to '\
NS destroy the Souk. I need help
/ ‘3}_ \__ Pinding her and removing IS . |
‘g& ~._  herthreat. - TR / Excellent! i - 5
| ) = _ %‘-‘i.. % e i g hEH
c 2 gﬁ?ﬂ%?ﬁgﬁﬂme | ( I'll have someone take | chose it Por that

: o - / ! reason. They don't —
withthat ... 4 10y bo he pored. | want to be Poond, : You should keep

=~ - ' o P = : that in mind.
* AS WE SAW LAST ISSUE, WHEN SERILLE ' } BN ' L A s 5
SPOKE WITH THE JUMFEES ABSUT IT-

Ty Huh.

:fcru | -l ' ¥ S0it's like the
ﬁ:féffbﬂifﬁ e Y Cobbles, but
{H}at‘:h gﬂlu r'.- e W s & W"Elr'd'gr'?

head.

oy

—
-

o
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iy -“H"'-._ 1
( And smaller. )
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We're looking Por someone
Who's expert on disassembly and
L reverse engineering Por ibems that &7

\"-l-_--"‘a-a-""-r --"'1-1_.
7 Tthink T )
L want ane.;.%

e

L. have been intuitively craPted.

BAs 1S _,?-,I:_J- WA R NP ¢ g
: |' £ _E? .rl E '1'_.___ '1_.' o
N vl ]

3 TR

ol el
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Efm <.
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We've got some
@l nastyefPectsthat |BF
s ﬂ.- 9 we re trying bo undo. ,ﬁi

A T <

Ooh, that's tough. I've

worked on that some myself.

Have Wou tried an analysis

8 1 didn't think t 2
part through. I wasn't
expecting a ¢ity. I was 0B
8, hoping there'd be, like, /ug
B twenty of them. 2L

¥ stand in the %
public square and
shoLt "Hey, is
anybody here an J
- L ] ?II
Wouldn't algorithmist?
work.
Apparently they
all are.

But it's the

games!fou're

supposed to
have Fun!

Love, if I don't
Pix this steam balance
and half the town blows
L, bhere won't &g any
. games.

( Oh, I know! "
. You can be in the games! /

" o

f::_::' I:—._:::; )
71 ean sponsor you!
{ You'll be my team! )

_.--""":_:_,..--'-'_

-
How will 6hat help?

subshellT That sometimes does it.
But I don't have all the i
bechniques. The person you £
really want Por that is-- 48

I know, but it's
important.. We need }
some algorithmic
help, badly. /

-

It'll help her
have a team
becavse I can't
P : - participate. Won't
Oh! - W N help you at all.
Oh, right. g /
Uh ... we're not supposed to -- anyway,
Wou won't get a chance to talk to her,
becavse by the time we could Pind her,
the Engineer's wardens will Pind yov  £4
and throw You out. Did You come in L
From the Souk portal? S

e —

.. What kind of s -- ' -
algorithm help? - : — Beeswax!
W That's not true.
They won't grab them while |1 H
they're actually inthe \ I/

T \_ events, and it'll give me £ AJf
know You're here. ?'M . P~ _,_brME b Pmd‘;;.-- She's not; ;
surprised they haven's R  allowed, even i

grabbed You already. —_-—J{\ Yoo Pind her. You

N, know that.

i P

e,

e

| It's worth a try,
X thﬂ'ugh-

T,

I haven't had a chance to vse the
Pallifier on anybody yet! I built it when the
Engineer was talking about allowing more

immigration, but ...

C'mon!
This'll be great.
But we have to hurry if we
want to qualiPy!

I, ah--
I'm not sure this is
the best idea ...

Do you have a
better one?
Let's go!

I'll tell you about
analysis subshells on
bhe way.

/" Ok, this is a
reaily bad idea.

I thought you
liked new
I think I've just technology.
seen an immovable
object meet an
irresistable Force.

Uh, if we
compete,
everyonhe will be
able to see we're
not Dalliers ...

You have no idea.

_.5 ¥ Anyway, they
¥ won't do anything
worse than throw
Wou out.
Good luck,

Oh, we're g-ﬂfng=
bo Pix that! Foatt o ;
on't like

untested new

technology. »~#
QH “" Which is why you

always try yours out on

other people®

It'll be Pine! N
Even iP it does something :
wonky, I can always ron it in
reverse. o

-

7 Tlhgo N\
First,
_ chicken. /
Ry =
A\
b

both came out

e Aakd
/ Wi And no extra
N | b e R arms or anything.

Now we
have to hurry
and get wou
changed!

OF course! s
You need a Plightsuit, and some
saPety gear ... goggles ... and a hat,
you can't Ply with wour hair going all
over the place like that!




I don't know how
I get caught vp in
these things.

Oh, come on,
it's exciting!

Sometimes 1
think Wou never
learned how to
have Pun.

Threadbare said all
we have to do is Pollow
those targets ...

Some
paint-trading over
there, Polks, as the red
team tries Por an
elimination the rough
way ...

— J j T ——— -
—'__f_f : | -E_E“"——h-
______--—--""’_ § - e — ! “““Ea.___ﬁ
j =" S 1 —
I think it's i ] R —
better iP I stay —
out of that and leb
Ruby handle it . " /
herself ... A 3 2
o — WAAAUGH!
k
1 i
u%lb E a
{.
I'm doing well
just to be able to
steer this thing, let
alone get into an air
battle. - -
That green Plyer
vp there missed a Lorn.
I might: be able to take
the lead ... ¥

Oh no!
L.ooks like the blue
team has had a
mechanical Pailure!




Ican't see a
thing, and somehow I
Ghintk I'm better ofFf
bhat way.

.1-"""'_.___'_"""'-\..-_

/" Third place!
/ That's really good, '
[ especially since
\ You've never done
b t.hr5 bePore ... /

Andvou
knocked out
one of the
red team!

Y By accident.
f Ijust wantedto
push back a litkle. I
didn't think she'd
Pall off ...

Uh, is that legal?
Her teammate doesn't . —
look happy with me. It's legal, but it's
kinda mean.
Some beams won't ever
Mmake contact. Others

do it all the time.

INTERLUDE

Come on, we've got to

get Wou to the next event

bePore they Pind you!

.mh_ﬂﬁ a
.u..l !‘tq

4 W n.---.-n..'

Pon't Peel bad

about the knock.

They deserved it and
everybody knows it. That's

stemrail's team and
they're nasty. A lot of

people think they

cheat.

Cheat?
What's the prize
\_ inall bhis?

Not a thiﬁg."

We do it: Por Fon.

Like I said, they're
just mean.

Your Priend got
knocked out too, I don't
know if you saw. But don't
worry. She'll be Pine, and
Beeswax is going to
retrieve her.
Now we really do
have to rush. There's

setup to do again

You can't make me
a Dallier Ewice

Hee !
No.

This event takes
both of vs, and I think
it'd be betterif I
navigate, which
means you've got
to get patched.

SERENITY.

-

-/ Hellef 7
Welcome to
2| the Family
OPffice. [/
H‘\‘\__.

M

I'm Ms. Plith.

But just call me ) S -
Joanne. /¥

What can I do
Por wou todau?

i

Well, uh ..
[ We've reached a time Where we . ]
\ bhat is, we were thinking about .. e S

4 ; : =
f;‘ Breathe, sweetie.

| You think she hasn's
\  heardit bePore?

\.,_

WE want to
K have a baby.

And we weren't sure
how long it takes to get a
slot at the place they send
‘I',x Wou tio, 50 we--_

i : QHI

el e | get the word out to

i o U, Tt's 50 hard to :

———

-

" "1-.“

{r‘"’ Like artificial
\ insemination? J'

/We don't like to call \
( it tha. It gives the
\ Wrong impression.

\_\___) __’J y
7 You have sex in the
normal way. It's just |
that the conceptionis |
delaved a bit. |

N * I'll be happy
/ to explain, but You
understand I do have
Lo Use very

.-'f'-
l‘f
b

..H“'--..._________,_..-"'

S

collect his

..-H"___““H-.‘_“
Well, we
set; Up his
leep bed to

You have sex as

psval, and when he
gjaculates, it's collected,
tempcrrarrru stored at

semen.
\ cold tempenabur-eﬁ

. and brought to l_qaur \
7 b#d ‘Where it i5 ... inserted.

You won't actuar!g hobice it
happening. It covld be anywhere |
Prom a Pew minutes later to a
Pew hours, dependingona /.

humber of Pactors, .« =

<
We monitor you to see o et e
!

':'h.
__.

. ]
; A

iP Mou've caught, and iPnot, e b
we can just, keep the ;
collections going as long as 4
we need to until you do. A~
,_,‘-__ :

:-..

't'-' i =

e 1
;;, b h"ﬁ
5 i! e

v"“”\ '

—
w74
o T

/40 we can do this any
bime we want?

\ No special arrangements? There's a certain
Bl i o amount of lead time. We

e don't collect semen under any
obher circuomstances, so
someone has to go to his bed
and set Up the collection
apparatus.

matber-oP-Pact

everyone ... A8
al language. _

We're not vsing the N I T

'Wﬁﬁ* birthing resort anymore. AR AR AL
\ We've changed to using | AR | ”
S indirect insemination. 4 ALLARGEY ‘ '
Illllll.\l\\ ",.-"' L% | |

e £*

u—"‘-'_'-'_._._._.___‘__‘_‘_‘_‘__'_"-n.
=" But the bedders respond 'H’EF'H ey
rd qmchly to these requests, and as Par as> -
[ I know they're not especially busy right now :|
'n, .1 can put in a request immediabely and nt 4
caurn‘ be ready Por you to begin trying t-f.:
conceive tonight.

( Please do.

.'!.r“.‘[[l

( © IPthat's
\Convenient Por you. /

That's very
convenient.

:‘iHTirp--._.
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~  Ch,Ihkear Y
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I think A B R . . somebody! S
I've Pinally come / - - ¢ They'll help me ... 3 = heh =

il o " o T . 4 ||" Think we have time |
goodness. - LI S - \  Porarunortwo |

\ bePore the race? /
L

I;.

But how ' ; ; ] )
dolget ovts & | : : : "\

‘3

E. G
; .
-

" II. .'\-

There's no way to
openit ...

— ¥ R . o il LA ' where are ge:ru
' iy W ANeE, baking me?
f iy = A ;

& R St I don't like the
__}fea.Flw.heer. rw.:h.ﬁ_,] = _ . S ok o A

.} -

e —

—_ '
- &
e |~ il
= I'lll 5

" Fw \|\ .

Here we go ...

7 You'me goingto B That wasn's a gt 2 '
. Wwant a Ffl}I{F‘EF hold, |, eSS, [Clipper hold. B Leb me play
L E.:ti.wrlg in like that; e Y - . Myway.

_I-J-
e T

] . : c .- == — '
' ellry 4o . OK, 4o 6Wo, § et her drop. Ao

. Lhat's enough. just come in and --

Thank you.

I'll get ol I thought Wou had a
Wou out of \ zome clothes. big problem to Pix?
bhat in a
JiFF ...

You have no
right! The roles are
if we Pind her we '
get to play-- & ‘ e / . j Done. :
. — s -\ T Some dooPus had shut
Nf;fgv;ﬁe{: ; = < : OPF a saPety valve in
was going to _ : : _ 5 sector three.
bry f-;jcgﬁj,t My Ok, we're
Moo g = going ... but I P
HatccialellP . want Wou to know 1
- . % S we're really |
I'm sorry, - 3 e annoyed.
WirePront, but ' S .
she's needed A _ 4 s g =
elsewhere. - e e ' ; __COMe on. jour |
6 to enter the - v B e
Wo going to enter the o . - B Ostri 2. We can watch 18
ostrich race? You're going | ' il o B Prom our monitor point. I Ghink S8
ko be too late if wou 4N ; PR 3 a1 nobody will be able toe 488
don't hurry ... . e anlA O . track you there.,




Threadbare, uh ...

b5 little? Tested tech!
redassure me a little We have a whole bonch of

these and they've all been
psed hundreds of times.
Never a problem.

Are you OKZ
How do you Peel?

I've been in this one myself I
don't know how many times.
Beeswax saus she's a better
navigator than I am, but I think she
really just either doesn't like riding
or doesn't like being patiched. i

I don't: know why. It . {Z;hr wagt!
doesn't hurt: or anything. It's a it 'i;g;#t'. i
little intense, though. Ra o

Ready?

N Zppight
now I'm talking j
and hearing on I'm the only one who can hear Y
radio Wou or talk to You right now, and TR
only with the headset on. It More
echoes anything I say aloud to birdsz

your Prequency. Are Dalliers obsessed
with birds?

Was that =
the only point of R N iR N "
patching me? ’ . - S :
Wouoldn't it be easier - - - M :
to just give me 3 lleg} § ">
headset k007 i -
These are P i
difPerent, though. oy I4 : . 1L
These stay on the i Y - - te
ry gﬂ:*ourtd. . -
R Mostly. - ' .o 2 .
.r' L “ v - & n i . | = . ‘ \
e - " - :
A ’ . 7 . 2 —

J .
" ¢
i -
4

Y course canbe a3
. little rough. In that :
' L body Wou shovldn't . ety
g8k hark ~ Now, bhis is a timed race;
Also ... ' > o : = pi
' . 5 4 you're not competing against ‘
. " anybody else, just the ¢lock. So wou ¢an '\ ‘ While wou're doing that, I
|

* ' Well, bhis

start whenever wou want. Just mount vp need to go to My monitor peoint,

It's more and go over to the exit tube; the woman where I have a map of the route. It
Pun this way? _ \W\ standing vp there will signal Wou changes a lot; that's why Yyou need me to
N When You ¢an go. tell you where to go. Once You get out of Oh, Yyeah! One more

' 'ﬂﬂ'hr Wou're ; the tubes, which will take Wou d t'hmg This fEHrt.r”hE the
catehing on! ; | - little while. Palcons. No contact is allowed. IF
; -. : ' Wou see another racer, leave
them alone, OKZ

And away we go ... Hey, Ruby,

¢an you hear me? ;
Are Wou out of the =
tubes? §
: : Just got out. f
o b Wide open and '

e straight!

L
l‘i+
L
..........

N
- gl 4
{ .
- o -
=
] L e Y Not: Por long!
ar” - ! 5 As soon as you
. g - u\\ pass under the
TE———— clock, bake a right.

There's no place tio
turn right!

oh -

right.'i{heﬁ can't
: hear me.
= = 2 =
. Wi 2 i3 . |
o ey
Use your —_— P
— hopper jets. —— i
—a Y= This race doesn't always = |
—— = Pollow the roads.
i = - ‘-m -— ___.---"":;'-;
1 - - —— #‘""
b
TN Over the T <
A Nobody would be
m— — walking on the race
e route anyway. They know
Yep! better, and the route's
&uick : _ mostly closed oPP.

i
A
-



I survived!
N\
\

L an

==

B R

s ~Teee PUNNING

i

—— = -

C——— .-".a'_
=

—

Full

e i .

e "l " - —

Ruby/
Ruby, are Wou OKZ
What happened?

the race. My ostrich
had a breakdown.

Eh

What are
You doing?

Are wou
Lrying to
interPere with
the race?

... 8he 53id she B
Was going to get ot ofF ™ \
the tunnels, and I told her
soMe places nearby she could
hide Prom the wardens, and she
didn't: reply. Then [ lost her
signal completely. That
shouldn't happen, even if
she's out cold.

rac
tunne

T e i Theu're not

~— " bhis line becavse of the race,
50 all you have to worry about
in the tunnels is the corners, a

5 . L
e N = i

} ~ I'm going to try

¢ to move out of the
tonnel. I'm worried :
s0Meone's going to come 3 Oh,

‘Course You did.
You're making
good time too.

the street.car on

-

/
speed ahead! £

2~

I'mall
right, but I
think I'm out of

Shoke's coming
oub.

Oh, boy.
All right, I'll come
down to get you.
Too bad.

wait ... I can't

rough and hit me.
talk to her ...

Unless I can lose

bhis ...

No!
I'M Ghe one trying
to keep somebody
Prom interfering
With it.

I'm pretty
sure she's
been in here, I'm
sure she got to
the Palcons too,
but I didn’t have
a way to
check.
50 MY
ostrich that
just blew up
around Ghe corner
could have been

sabotaged? —

around the--
WhatZ?!

You didn't
hear it.Z

I was
distracted.

Camm her!

..-"k e,
And there are no 3§

e cameras in the
[s. That view there

at the entrance is the
best: I've got.

I'm going down
With You.

Probably not a
good idea.
Too bad. It sounds
like she's in trovble,

BUBY IS SINEING AN ANCIENT HYMN
WHISE ORISINS ARE NOW LOST.

al

I'd have
bhought this was an
gorithmic apply, but maybe
hot? It doesn't Peel any
difPerent Prom any other

changes, I think I can still

. E= e
Fl"

e
-
w iy

'!:_"

=5y ‘.‘ i:“'

When you say 'ner,’
Wou sound like Wou have
somebody in mind.

stemrail.
She cheats. :
Everyone knows it,
but nobody ever
bothers o try to
prove it.

&0 she gets
bolder, and her
cheating getis

worse every
bime. Can you
prove it,
though?

Not yet ... I've
Pound things she's
rigged, many times, but I
¢an never connect them to
her ... I have an idea
about that, but --

Hey, what's

Wour name?

You must be
new.

You know, the
ostriches are built %
to take a ot of abuse. B
And checked before &

the race.

You're
thinking
sabotage? F
: ¥ Idefinitely am. <@

I'd like to have looked

anything, but I guess the
race crew has already
Theu o gotben here.

wouldn't want to

“peel it oPP" ...

sabotage.
Look!

*'I’hatl h-ﬂf

shovldn't be there.,
That's a gun. Can't
tell what it Pired. It
could have been just a
litble chunk of metal,
iF it was aimed
Pight ...

Ooh, and iP

Yeah!

And I think I got
the Dallier Porm

back OK too ...

RobY, huh?
OK.

I'm
Backwrench.

Listen, iP
Wou're
interested, come
with me and I'll
show Hou
something.

Ruby,
Where are
Wou?

leave an obstruckion
like that Por long.
Especially at a

corner. 3

and I'm going.

{ Anyway, this is
the right spot.

someone did Pind that
in the engine they might l
just assume it was road 3
debris that got kicked up
into a very unlucky
place ...




> She bhinks she MUt Q g ——
have crashed because You | E”ngé ;t’:ﬁg ;Ig;ﬁ
got in the road and | 2 -
distracted her. ;

And we don't know
anybody who'd do something
' N b v like that, huh?
can't hear S o S N s \
B What she's J8 _

Flywheel, "‘m\ ;
Yoo didn't lose §
control. Your
ostirich was

sabotaged, like
oUrsS Was.

I can Pind her
Prequency

without tioo

much trouble

When my Palcon
nearly Pell apart at
last month's games, I
was told not to try
pressing the issue.

We can't ever prove
it, WirePront ...

Well, maybe we
shovld start trying a
little harder, becavse
I'm tired of it, and--

--5a}, have any
oFf wou done
sgmebhing wou're
about to regret?

=

" Leyna, get out of here,
How!
BePore they see you!

Those are wardens!
We'll tiry tio come Pind wou later!
Run!

-
-5

that certainly
looks like a bad
place to go.

jeeeeeodim

A 5
e . ?r R s
F iy . Bub ... I
f! 45 ‘-'t-";‘,-: F N wonder if
= .l that might: make : e 4
' w el ‘4 3 T it @ good place 3 - : ]
BRSNS 5 4 K a _ to hide.
. " oaT Anyway, I
[ ] #f..u
L
L]

don't see any
other options
close by ...

Be a lot easier
to get away iP I had

the slightest idea
where I am ...




And that hair has
simply got to go.

Well, there are
certainly easier and
Mmore approved waws

of entering ...

pr—= =

Bot you're here,
that's what matters!
And there's no queve right
now, so it doesn't matter

how you came in.

T,
-,

=0 o We'll need to take all ™
/' this ofP, of course. Can't
i\ put on the svit over bhis! ﬂﬁa‘)
\ €an't run the cubes without
. @ suit! No indeed!

M
—

[ Let's get you set vp!
,  No time to waste!

There!
All Pixed vp and
ready to compete.
Good (Lek!

Bot I don't want to
compete ... I was just
looking Por @ place tio--

I'm going cop! . : Second Floor, 7y
bo assume I They disappear : home appliances,
have tio get to when Yoo step ofF ' 1
that star them? :
bhingie.

; A
ladies’ underwear ...

[

= 00D REe S
D) O G ek

e R =R =Rsl*

&

1 atuck in a section L—_ ¥
[ that doesn't connectito )
the rest ... I have to try
A\ either that red cube or the
green one, and I Peel like red i ,—i
& nmeans ‘don't’ ...

' 3
I Iprobably
' should have ]
- Y 5 : 4 guessed. Why build 3
- . . More than one level iP
- ( let'ssee )74 ¥ %l ; there was no way to |
(" Ok that e vhat bt ramn 3 - R gt 6o them?
|""I‘ -ll'ull.ahl?;:.ﬁlﬁpa 'Ilﬂ'-f.'- 'I"'. :- I:::‘Hb dﬂl':';'- / | s " gai” ; L]FI s ﬁ
{ complicated. ) '

i -

e -
]

On bhe
3 obher hand, why L
\, build any of this ./
| T ]
Bl g
S6uck on - i
i L Oh, yeah!
another section that ¢ Ive Y ta't'
doesn't connect ... I 7 Ve gou It:
hope red means "down"
of I'm in trouble ...

whale thing From
here. Ride each
‘elevator’ once ... loop
s, Bhrough the upper Ploor
Ewice and the lower |
= Ploor twice ... —4
b

i

&
I can do that b I :
Without ever crossing -
My path ... and when I ride ) _ | [ should be just the
. bhat last elevator Prom " °°° 000 oo M.~ right blocks lePt in the
bhe botitom Ploor ... ; o Middle Ploor to geb me to
bhe star.




¥ Nobody's everrunthe O
cubes that Past! Aot oP T
people don't Pinish at alll &

That was amazing! £

=
" — £
r = e
——— e T}

-

But also

very visible. Jf Yeah, we need to get \
1 Wou out of here right
now before the--

THE COBBLES.-

Treece, 1
resent this.

Well, shit, boss --
Lk, Mr. Church -- 1
don't know what, --

should I just go?

... oh, get it
over with.

They Pound the

hew place.

I'm required to
tolerate your extortion,
as the cost of doing
business in the Cobbles, but
that doesn't entitle you to
come in here and
interrogate me.

; Answer the Pucking
guestions, Church, or you're
going tio Pind out just how

MUch I'm entitled to do. 0

That was
what I Pigured
Wou'd say, but I
wanted to hear

You say it.

Y'know,
Church, I thought
Wou were supposed
ko be a real
operator.

Can't be much of
one if Wou don't know
any of the talk on the

street.

The others kept to

bhemselves, but everybody §
in bhe Cobbles knows about |
Berg and Matty going missing, (S
B and what happened to Eeli. S

Everybody but wou.

I knew they would. I
can't get good people, not
aPter the [ast crew got wrecked
s0 bad. These clowns can't keep
their movths shut.

I guess they're
sorry about that now,

becauvse they got pretty

messed up by those big

plastic-looking ladies ... we

still don’t know where
bhey came Prom. ...

LAST ISSUE, WE SAW THE FIBRST TIME THE 'PLASTIC-LOOKING
LADIES, AKA THE BRUTE S&RUAD, &OT IN EOBT'S FACE. IT'S
APPARENTLY HAPPENED ASAIN SINCE THEN.
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IP it will get you LR ,.
out of here. AR

AL
" / Matty Lendlaw
/ rUns a bhird-rate
/ nightelub; Hal Berg sits in the
Palisade every night 5e[riﬁg
drugs; Junker Smith is Ebhel's
worthless son ... and Jonah
Ulster ... well ... heaven
dlone knows what he is,
™ these days.

7 The only one of those N,
{ I've ever seen in person
is Ulster. I have no idea
A Who Marc Hayah and Eeli

Hakkannen are.

Come with vs, please.

50 Wou had no idea
that Junker was an algo

drug chemistZ That Hayah was

too? That Lendlaw was selling

algo drugs out of his ¢lub as a
sideline? That Ulster was
trying bo move into selling A
them? None of that? 4 -

And you also didn't :
krnow that Pive of them have
been Pound comatose and
Hakkannen has ... bh ... well,
might as well be. £

Sounds serious. Bub no,
I hadn't heard.

TREECE BESAN INVESTISATING THE FIRST FOUR £OMA VIETIMS IN #3%, CONTINUING IN
B0, #93, AND #55. HAYAH AND EELi, ADDITIONAL VIETIMS, WERBE FOUND IN #43.

Jonah Ulster created
them. As enforcers. Everyone
assumed they stopped when

Uister's scheme died, but
apparently not.

I'M MUCh More
concerned with this
mystery woman directing
them. She seems to be
everywhere. I doubt we
¢ould have hidden the new
warehouse Por long even
iP your punks were
discreet.

And now with
Treece getbing
involved ...

7 Treece ¥

Oh, shit.
( You know we can't do @
2 thing to her ...

Not strictiy
true. Bub it'll be
difficult. And iP we do
that, we might as
well ...

FOR THE OBISING OF THE
BRUTE SaUAD AND 'ULSTER'S
SCHEME, SEE B36.

Don't call me
‘boss,’ Cort. You
know My name.

And I've told you
before: wear a shirt. At
least When You come see me.
Looking like a thug is not as
desirable as you seem Lo

S think it is.

Pleasetell me
Wou're not bringing me
bad news.

Yes. O\
That's what we'll | |
havetodo. / |

Sy

'The only way out of
the position we're
caught in is vp.

We're going to
have to escalate.




You were
told several
times bhat You

I know, but it's

important! Well, about My

/ Priend ... we're nok
g 50re Where she's gone.
with inbuitive We were going to look
algorithmics! They -_'- _ Por her when I sort of,
Mmake ePPects we : : ’ &\ Uh, Pell into that
¢an't undo and . - R game ...
people get ) '

We've got: a
Mmassive problem

We didn’t know you
existed’
Nobody outside Spindrop
: knows anything about it.. All /
indrop's ~ we have are rumors., *" AN

the only place I ' . i |
know opat.hat even ' . And that's how I
ks intend to keep it.

Might have a

I'm alittle
worpied. she
get:s into
trouble a lot.

solution ... B A i 5

I don't know what,
trouble wou think she could

I want you anaﬂ .‘\ possibly get into here.
-l

your Priend to leave. J
Immediately. &

Then why
aren't wou looking
Por itZ Why are you
Poeling around in

the games? _ -- Sigh --

All right, go Pind her.
You can recall, or you
¢an go back to the sovk
portal ... bub iP I catch you
going anywhere but straight But don't
\ back to that, I'm going to be dawdle. Retrieve
B Lpset. her and get: out,
' Lhderstand?

Why didn't you
come directly to
meZ I run this
place.

A lot of Palliers are interested
in the challenges of makin
simulations that are capable of more
than just the most rudimentary

\ behaviors. They're trying to approach /
: programmed intelligence.

S0 one of the events in
the games is the avtomata
arena here. You have to make
simulations which are good at
tactics and Pighting.

It's hard!

Stemrail's
avtomata have

never lost. TF I

W 20 she's areally Yim
good algorithmist ... SRS

She's not that good.
I don't think anyone's that
good. This is not yet a
solved problem.

Underneath.

Ok, she's
Paking it. Dressing
pp Dalliers as these
things and sending
them in ...

No, there's a check. A
simulation can't get into the
arena without being ID'd to make
spre it's actuvally a
simulation.

I'm sure she's
cheating, but I can't
Figure out how.

I want to get into her lab. .
There's a good chance I can Pind proof
of whatever she's vp to in the arena. This
isn't: like her snipers and booby traps and
other mischieP. Whatever she's doing here
would take a lot of preparation.
InPrastructore.

Bub I don't want to
go in there without
backup, and I can't Pind
anybody who seems to care
-+~ ab least, not enough to
N goinwith me.

,.-- __E.f'..n.-?__:ip\
5I ggﬁfﬁﬁ u_'-rei;r;‘e ) 7 1 know Who l_q%u are, Ruby. ot
neaking in the Looking like a Pallier didn't e g L
back way or dff.-guige Wou much. And You I don't like the way 1 W
soMething? gave wour real name! always get roped into Pixing o [T
things, somehow, no matter F sl
where I go. 443 ¥
Py L.t
= ﬂ g
¥ I know about some of e
| the things you've done. TR . (VUL R PO T P T o o S
What you can do. ; N - o
That's the penalty of = E e T

Her aboveground [
entrances have s
defenses.

You shouldn't
believe everything
You hear.

having a conscience. 4

> Copecialy whenno ol | gt
one else will admit anything
B heeds Pixing.

What
Makes you
think this way
won't have
e Lhem?

I don't bhink she e _ 2 .
remembers this is ' e _
down here. —~, J

And iP I'm Shy -
wrong and |-
somebhing bad

=3

.
o

- sure. Except
s Wou've dlreddy broken g
an ePPect today wou A

happens, wou'll i | ' 3 e
Ml lepiogd " =¥ shouldn't have been able to 1 > 7 A4 & Tha o
et ua out p? break, becavse HWou Wwere * ] " ' T P =& 1 EEE, R e %;:_E:: “__ =yt
ge : i iah Whi . ~ =z =l B e e
. Means you had Lo have - BE : ST e
S W been patched. - S e Sk
‘l. 8 . g™} -|:| s w2 - " .1 _“- :._-r_.:..___' “:—_:"'_- | ;"'_T"_ Lz
A S EPRARAE Pt T S N e ===



How do You
go down [adders
50 Past in those
shoes?

This is it!

And she's not
here. Good.

I'm glad you

had a locator. I don't
Lhink mine would have
worked.

No. You'd
never get
b, access.

- —‘-‘,

S

¥ laiso
" appreciate your
helping me. I khow |

you didn't want
me here ... /" TIneversaid
AJ( that.Isaidyov | :
: \ Were going to get: | -
\. thrownout. /

q'f"- d ----"1..
F Bebtweenvs, I'm ™.

Backwrench ...

I don't know much about
machines, but ... are any
of these going to be
enough proof that she's
| cheating® UM ...
no.

I was hoping, but ...

I'm going to have to catch
her in the act, I think.

Well, I don't
think I have enough
Lime Lo wait around

For that bo --

not sure I agree with

policy. I don't see the
HEFM f” t-hE ﬂCCEErG'HE!
visitor. But I don't
make the rules.

Anywau,
that's it vp
there.

- Do we just
knock on the door
and hope she lets

us in#

It may not
matter.

: R,
{ 1||'|||I|"'I-ﬂt1 s I'tl_? .1-" . e

Threaadbare!
Don't stare, move! }

|

1
F

S
I'Mm not
admitting
visitors at this
Gime.
&0 away.

This is 8
recording.

Po you khow
anyone who can
Porce access?

Let's try the
back way Pirst.

EiTE "R
s WRAIET

— ] [ y—

It looks like Ruby
is soMewhere in
Sbemrail's home.

o WirePront talking
| about the person
who's always
cheating? That's
Stemrail.

S0 either Ruby
was trying to Pind
oLt Who messed with
her and it led her
here, or ...

or O
Stemrail waylaid her
and brought her here and
i5 up Lo Who khows what.
Either way, it's

trouble. Figures.

/7~ That passage leading
\_ down, over there.

7 It connects to ™,

Ir" her basement. That -
\ door may be easier ba}_ ———
N gebpast. /8

Anything we

should be watching

out Por?

With
stemrail

anything's
possible.

True, but I
don't see
anything--

Beeswax!

over here!
Get under cover!




I wasn't
expecting this ... I
was hoping to get

straight to her
basement ... I'm not

sure where I'm

sppposed to go.

Cop!
Woke somebhing vp.

I'm definitely
hot going to Pigure it
oUE P I can't see
anything. Let me try to
get more oomph out of
MY lights ...

TransPormed, or
simulations?

hope they're
simulations ... I'd hate to
think of people just standing
around waiting Por who
knows what in the dark

IP they are
simulations, they're
not going to be very clever,
but they ¢an still keep me
Prom getiting bo that door i
theyre determined. And I
have to assume they're
not Priendly.

Ch, they
weren't
simulations.
HUR!
Interesting.

OK, it is very
dark in here.

Fortunately,
this shovld disrupt
bhem ne matter what
they are. IF they're

¥ simulations, it'll crash

their code.




Psst!
Backwrench!
They're not pawing
attention.

You're not geing to
get any help From her.
Nobody's good Por anything
When they're in the
stupidizer.

S0 You just like to
cheat? I mean, there's
absolutely nothing at
e £ I..‘.H““'--,,_ stake ...
That's the problem. '
Why don't they make it
worth competing? OPPer a \
damned prize! Let the winner
/ , Mon spindrop Por a day, or

something! I6's 50 boring. ™\

Figuring out new waus
to cheat is the only way |

to get any excitement |/
out of it.

I guess you're
Shemrail.

But I don't know
who Houv are.

What did she
tell Wou, o get Wou
to come with her? Did
Wou know she's been
wanting to break in here
For months now, but
was boo scared to
come alone?

Caubiouvs and
seared aren't the
same thing.

No, bub either
way, she knew it
would end badly, and §
dragged Wou in
anyway.

e That's how
desperate she is bo Pind
out what I'm doing. And Por
what? No one cares.
Everyone knows that
except her.

Come help me _gei:-
oub of this?

/7~ Thew Might
[ care if they knew
You were making
\ Dalliers into these
: tLhings.

How do you Pool
the arena into
bhinking they're
simulations?

It's a good
trick, isn't it¥

Don't worry, I'm
going to show you.

I vsed to make
real automata. You can
see all the parts around.
Bot they weren't smart
enough. And I'm much more
of a bulder than an
algorithmist.

The problem is,

Pooling the detection does
have a Pew mental side
ePPectis. Seems that to make you
pass as a simulation, Wou have to
mostly ack like one.

Bot wou'll still be usePul,
don't worry!

Also going tio : - Let's get
heed You to stop ; ! ; started. This will
Pidgeting. A ; e _ take a while.

-
-

e
( Look at all this pair/
— Th

is i5 all going to have to )
ge, I'm aPraid. 4

There.
I don't know how uou
¢an walk around with §
that moch hair.

e e

Doesn't it N\

get in the way of

everything? }

Poesn't your head /

get hot? .~ .
N r— e A ¥ \ . This is going
ﬁm_ajwagtftm.._ J . o to Peel a bit
Now we can - S

: ; _ strange.
redllyget |_— B | iy V f
started. /7  Let's see ...

b - | k where did I put My
torch ... 7




INTERLUDE P o . ", G
CENTURY. ‘ ‘ Peo;;:tlﬂ st

JEX IS PAYING A VISIT _ s\ 5aurhg that?
TO HER AUNT BO- ¥, b

o

ol

” Boyou'vegota N
thing now with an elf
and an or¢? And that

woman in Highpoint,
whatever she isZ ¢ =

. . =

Wan't any goin bhat -
( [ast one, think. Other | . e\

& two Por sure. =7 N\

HEEESE - - ’ ) 2/, M

EEEEREN T . . - }, -,

INEEES 1__ _ %y o -

INE 4 = L ;

R > ; You know where that

([ An't gone lockin. "G > ( comes Prom? You
LS. Just happened. ] . ; What:Z . - . Weren't born yet.
N . _ 7 Lalways like bo talk \ y ., i
= about sex. 'Course, I don't - \—/

B That's usvally the have any shame, but most i Barkers were taking

people here are like that. some kind oP Awake survey. |
Sex. is everyboady's Seeing how many cPus |
thing, just about. Seems like. were lePt, most likely.

e

way it goes. It's not like
Awake, where it's hard to
Pind a saPe space to Pool -
around at all .. £ On Weah, got one N
Awake too. Wants me ’ - "
come back out. Hooked up : ) One of the questions
When weni:- oLk wii:-h I-‘w_ibl_a'f ' That a asked about Consenspal
to Pind Barker skel. o complaintz 9e§u§1_; Cgﬁﬁagt, g:ﬂ ﬁaméeg-adu
: ecided &l was gonna be
jov're gonna have No! 'cusk' aPter that.
to come Fill Me in @ lot ; ~ _ ﬂ'gaé- d
MGE E’“ﬂﬁaﬂgﬂf‘;'”g . - N : 1 Cusk's best part Don't know whh“a“‘
stories, I can tell. What I want to hear g8 . 50 Par. they didn't just ask "now
1 abf'ﬂ“F' i5 orc sex. I B - Much Wou getbing it onz"
Wouldn't have guessed & - Guess it didn't sound

Wou like it rough. 4 S60PPY enovgh. A

* @i, JEX HASN'T SEEN AUNT B2 SINCE #40.

-III!IIIII §
: L1 ] L

You ever get: '\ |
tired of it?

e
o
—

ot ——
7~ Well, last bime we talked, ™
Yol weren't even sure if you I"I' =
. Wanted to stay in sleep. | / Yeah. N
\_ Decided on that, I guessz /[ Han't Por sure, Lill went
i T Awake. Realized was
\ wondering how long Gill /

. gobbackin. A
"-._H_ T -"_‘.r'"
..-""f- e Il'nl
~ Well, that's not \
/" nothing. That's one big

Not really. IPI i
[ decision made. Who says you )

did, T wouldn't be
doing what I :m have bo rush bhe next one?
\ Hell, who 5ays You have to
\ decide at all7 Some Polks /
4 ﬂame days I'm "Oh, T N . hereneverdo.
( don't think I want to il

s¢rew anybody today, I

. : think I'll sbay home." ~ Jusb tryin ‘

. Pigure shit out.
Nice thing al:r:ru?\“"-—-—-—ﬁf""' } - .lg r

{ them gebtrng rid of
the bed Pees is if I ha*m)

/7 An't bhink
Vi ﬁa’i_... ( could do what

. o do ..
= |:;__

{ Whg do you aﬁh? } > Ruby and Leyna %
7 want me Pix stuPP all '
time like they do ... Cres
bhinks should just run
around Yards gettin in
slide ...

/7 Liketobe

| betiter at knowin |

"'n..__‘ QWH heaa- ¥
s : ?

_ Wouldn't we all? }

"::—-_;1 :i:_\
I think it'll be like Ty
the obher -- Wou won't
know until you do, and when |
Wou do, it'll be obvious all

of a sudden. e

o~

That might be @ Pamily
thing. I do it. )
Your mother did it too. ,
I wouldn't worry about it. .~

: L | There.
- ' ~ Your Priend's @ - : b g : : ._
1au oW, % s’ ) another matter, LRl » naw:;l :f:ﬁ?giﬂna:dgmux
people are going s especially since I MRS * L B van P tha o cons 4
bo notice I'm . i 0 KL have no idea who SRS e - | i
Missing. Yy o - . ot 4 et 1 8 | looking.

The nuisance of
sSpindrop?

No one has I'll have Lo
hoticed any of the alker her
others are missing, appearance a
and some of them litble more. Op
were people obher keep her well
people actually hidden.
liked.

crna I hope you Peel guilty
Petos el about getting her into this.
- vnderstand that Spindrop
doesn’'t want or need
sgmebody walking around
trying to police vs.

The things Wou do
prove apindrop does
need it! You shouldn't

be allowed tio-- .
MMMPh!

s Didn't you hear _ a0 L A R You couvid be
ey b You had Y '
“;Eéﬁf Eﬁé’ﬁ::t that noise¥ someone’'s something SR RT | - wrong.
; [urking in here who doesn't il \ o
belong! Go Pind them and
deal with them!

Don't expect to
see the two Yo just
b sent: again, by the
I toldyou % T way. They've been
somebody | X disropted, like the
- : two downstairs.

believe Por an
instant that's
someone looking For

ou. Or Por me. That's -
i f:‘;M#ahe who's E . Wonder what

wandered in they're going tio tell

"% downstairs. ' the Engineer once
' - they recover
ey : enough?
1

Now: what have
You done with
RUbY?

All thew're
looking ﬁr}r' i5
Lrovble.




-

W Forgive her.
&he's not in her
Pight mind.

I don't believel '\
know any ‘Ruby.’' OF
course, I don't get put
very much. Unusoal
name Por a Dallier

Why don’t you take that
mask off her? I'm very
curious Lo hear what she
was about bo say.

Or would wou
rather I just go ahead
and shoot Wou?

I'll say Ghis:
When You come
looking Por me, it
always seems to
set me off to
recovenr
Paster,

That's not
. Very polite.

gl
I don't think
any of those
people asked to be
made into those things
and I'm not: going to
stand here and watch
Wou Make another. I
wasn't born
Westerday.

Did wou do that to
Ruby? I5 she somewhere
here? Let's go search

the house.

|
| lﬂ-‘ﬁr

You've gob @ s
‘ lot of nerve.
~ But I'll go
along with it, iP it'll
help settle your |
strange ideas. You |
won't Pind anything, /
you know. ¢
';:-"-'-"1' S

o

[ Just give me
A moment ...

And you, Ms.
Ruby-Will-Get-Us-Out-OP-Trouble

converted You Pirst,
I wouldn't have been in

—

.
a Illll

|
.-"l‘l

a position to break out
when Leyna arrived, and
chances are good we'd all
three have gears Por
brains right now and
we'd be really
Pucked.

Me, I'd have
shot, her Pirst and
talked later,
though.

You got very lucky.

Did I hear you
say the others

reverted to people
L when you disrupted
N bhem?

L..u"

Nope.

I am declaring her
to be 1006
Backwrench's
problem.

D

Backwrench,
what would you like
to do with her?

Chf
Uh ... hmm.
Let's just put the
stupidizer on her Por now.
I guess the Engineer's
A going to have to decide
Good. Then beyond that.
we don't have
any cleanup.
F
1 Let's recall
and get out of this
Pucking place. Py
—= u They're not going 7z 7
A to help vs. eyl

11111

AR ...
Threadbare and
Beeswax got
transPormed while
helping me get in. We
may need to go
revert them.

Would wou
come with s,

please? You as well,

Backwrench.,

break out?

I don't think so.
When I wasinit, I
couldn't Bocus at ayl.

At least let me put on
some Clothes Birst.




You don't
want to
change?

Why bother?

Maybe itll
shochk her.

Maybe it'll
piss her ofP.

I'm about as Par Prom
being a dictator as it's
possible to be. You just happen
to be on the wrong side oF the
gnepolicy I enforce.

And wou or anvone
else ¢an say anything
eribical of me Wou please, but I
don't like Wou trying to sour
one of my most valved
cibizens on me.

Oh, is she 3
valued citizen?
You might: tell her
that sometime,
becavse she thinks
she's a social
oubcast.

You know, the only
thing worse than
constantly being asked to
Fix things whether you

like it ornot ... 4

... 18 trying wour
best to Pix things and
being told that nobody
wants that and they
hate you Por trying.

Becguse I'm

not a dictator,
people here have the
Preedom to be bad
actors. IP I clamped

I don't think
Wou readlize the
nature of the
situation.

down on the bad things,
I would also have to
clamp down on the
good parts.

Here we have an
entire community of
brilliant people. Thew're afl
skilled craPters or
algorithmists or botbh. Many of
them have vivid imaginations, and
b all of them have a strong need
to experiment and pursue
knowledge. And they get
bored easily.

o
o

o
/' That'sa recipe Por trouble.
It was always a given that there
would be trovble. Lots of it.

Spindrop doesn't stay
isolated to keep you away Prom
vs. It stays isolated to keep vs
away Prom yov. It's a saPe place

where they ¢an do the things they
want to do, wibhout the danger ¢
them slopping over into other Zones.
Do you want stemrail or obhers
like her kicking around
N Serenity?

What are you geing to
do about Stemrail?

You Peel a
need Por some
punishment?

Maybe I just take it
personally When someone
tkries to Pry my brain.

|
Isolate her Por \ o R _ L
a while, I suppose. e, o
That might: help remind B The thing is, while
her she's part of a I understand your
s0ciety. reasons now ... You do have
| knowledge and abilities no one
else has, and some of that is
b in everyone's interest to
ik share.

o

g e

We don't have a
Y Porce of Dalliers to take
LY matbers inbo their own hands
: when someone steps out of

control. And sometbimes ourbad B
actors [eave messes we can't 48

S Pix. It's becoming a real :

“““a problem. o "

L

-
'/~ 1agree. That's
why I'd already

decided to loan you
the services of My
. best Porensic [
\_disassembler. 2
}"‘- _..--""""r.
~f T~ ( Onemoment. |

i -

solutions Por. We have some

So this is where all
the dumb decisions
come Prom, huh?

Havled vs in

Wou" before wou
throw Us oub?

C'mon,
Backwrench, None
of this would have

happened if not For her

bad policy. And if wou're
hot: allowed to say
that, that's even

Ican say it.

She's not My
dictator. Besides,

ot on My ass in about S

bhirty seconds
anyway.

lli"

You think wou don't
have any troublemakers.
You Pigure that's the kind of
thing other zZones have and
Wou're better than that and
as long as Wou keep to
yourself you'll--
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Don't tell me
what I think.

A > ' perPectly
' &Iﬂﬂ“'p‘ aware that there are

Pact, the culbure here

encourages people to test
liMmits in that way. But the

problems are usvally
selP-correcting.
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Por one [ast "Puck

bad actors in Spindrop. In

- Sigh --

Backwrench, would you
mind waiting outside?
But don't go awau.

The situation with
Stemrail, Por example, didn't
have much longer to go. Everyone
was reaching the limits of their
tolerance. Soon they would

mﬁ\\ have taken action.

And Pound how
many victims in her

basement by the time they
did? You think "wait until it

You covid be a
bit less secretive
about bhose
reasons ...

No, I covldn't.
You know better
than that.

IF the real
purpose here ever
got out, the whole

thing would Pall

L - People here would

i/ ignore the "she's giving us a

{ haven" part and would Pocus only
on the conPinement. They're nob
conPined -- they can visit other
Zones all they want -- but it'd

chaPe nonetheless,

I trust very Pew
people with that
secret. But I'll trust
Wou with it.

Even though
You've known s
less than a day.

" hopes too high. Some of
Lhe things Wou describe, we
don't have well-established

¥ But she'll do -
| the best she can

A better one
than keeping
everyone on a short
leash all the time?
Yes,

goes critical” is a
solution®

I've known Wou a little
[onger than &hat.

I GhinkI
was wearing

MY hair like bhis

bhe |ast Gime
You 5aW Me.

[ did think there had %
to be a Barker at the top ‘} |
of this somewhere, Tjust | <\
couldn't Pigure who. g

Don't tell the
other members of
the Pamily.

Well, you can tell
some of them, iF you
heed to.

You know.

The good ones.

WE LAST SAW LEAH BABKEE IN #27,
BEFLEE THE SPEUE.

"We can't ask Por
more than that.

F,
."
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