_.--"_'-'_'_._-_‘_‘-'_"‘-...__‘_
Hang on! B

Thars's 4 pasflrn e )~ Ont sorry, 1 Pigured b
~_going onin there. { Was just a rehearsal. It's a
> — ﬁtl“aﬂ e time Por an actval |
S _performance, isn't it? _~ _———

_::l-,.l" —— .l" "-._‘
== — i

] ,.-f"’ Yes, but it happens. ™\
{ You're not; really supposed }

e to be in here evenif it's a

—>_ rehearsal, you know. /

s
= -
e

L~ IPyou're going to wander into private s—0 T
/' scenario spaces, You need bo be very careful
| about checking what's happening. And have the
‘. good grace to leave if there's sex goingon. /

. Oratleast not let on that you saw. _~

-"‘"'-..____‘_ o
-H_'_""'—-—._.________:__:__,_—l-":-“ t_-___'_'_‘—'—-—._.___h‘_‘_
T i T

-l You must be Leyna. TG
Ruby mentioned you did this From time to time. ™
(Anyway, there's no sex in this one, and she won't mind us |
\_looking as long as the customer doesn't see. Come rm. P

e there 5 @ spob around the other side of the 5eb

_'_._,..--""
"'—-—._._‘_|_‘_-_‘—._._'_'_._,_.—-—"

I guess you're Lou? I
didn't think wou ever
actually were on-set
Por these. Not usvally. This one's special. For one thing,
we've had problems--two last-minube
replacements--and I wanted to keep an eye on it.

But also, it's the kind of thing only Ruby could
really pull oPP, and I like watching her do that.

_,_-——_'_._-_-_‘_‘_‘—‘—n_

et o -
Oh! ProPessor, I've Pound
somebhing very peculiar among
these crates!

It's almost impossible tio
see through this window From the
other side, but duck iP they look your
way. And whisper.

This guy wanted a detective story,
see, Problem is, he wouldn't be able to Not 3
Pind a clue iP it bit him. Poobprint in sight.

Aren't there supposed to

be tons of Pootprints in
30 BubY ot only had to write i okl i o

the damned mustery, buk now she's
having to lead him through it without
_having him think he's being led.

——

Buk they've been at it Por hours and 1
think she's started to give up on
spbtlety.

By Jove!
This could only have been lePt here by that blackguard
Rogers. He must have concealed it during the pursuit.
Do you realize what this means, Miss Forsythe? We've S
solved the crime! s

... Three hours I'll never get
back, not to mention two weeks of
prep. Good thing it paid well.

And that we were
able to Pind emergency
help. Thank you,
Paoreen.

You're very welcome.
My bitis of it were Fun,
anyway.

Leyna, wou're staring.

ThisZ This is nothing. I didn't “‘-‘._ gorry. I'm having trouble
even change my shape, just my skin getting vsed to seeing You
color, and I only did that becavse the ,a" [ooking like that.
customer required it.

_'_'_._-".-'-'-

r ___.-"_‘_‘—-—-—-—'—'_._._._

Poreen's the one
who really had to
s0PPer this time.

Here, this is s
the look I use most often ™,
when I'm not working, Lﬂgna I
knew what Wou meant; Lov's / _—
just being d:PPn:u!t'.f “ 7 Thanks, ™
but You didn' t
" have o ..

- - .. 1 probably should have vsed more ~—
7 You know, I haven't ~._ rouge and less eyeliner. I was going to change ™

(seen what you actually) T anyway. Ruby promised me
A look like wet. dinner Por coming to the rescue, and\
A I don't think I wanted to do that in

that skin. Though I may keep these )

clothes. This top i super  /
/“Actuvally look e H revealing. I love it. -

"u"--.,

i @ very strange 1‘@
phrase to vse in M S
sleep. /7 saysthe ™\ Oop. Unless--wibh the bwo 0P ™\
e FEFE'.-G'H none of vs Wou here ... Do we want to make "I
i has ever seen J other plans? Ruby and I could have ;
\_Withoub kitty Pur. / dinner some other night.

o, L
e e
-"'——|_.___,_.—-""'-

Been through worse. Besides,
I'd never done this period bePore. I'll
add it to my collection of "prostitutes
throughout history" parts. \ 'L




B _'J"l_-.li:l. :‘:'r"l.l'l:_ LE

/ Let's give vp Ny
(dinner and spy onji
\ bhem instead.

Actually, I was
wondering if Leyna .
wanted to have dinner with
Me. We were in the middle of
a conversation when the
scenario ended.

Oh!
Uh ... well ...
Yes, that'd be
hice.

Pon't tempt me.

Meanwhile, in @ MUch le55 pleasant
neighborhood on the obher side of A4 ...

e,

o,

/~ Ok, T'm here.
| What's this about?
\. [ toldyou ...

- -

s, —

L

¥

want me to |8 T
change too? 4 -

“Victorian
governess"
[ooks really
hot on wou.

= L]
# -
g A
§
|
3 ¥

/Thank you
| Por coming,
P—— ]

e

—l-'-._
g

.—' I just wanted to discuss my oPPer again. I
| really do wish you'd reconsider. I know exclusivity
N.Seems very limibing, but it's also very lucrative.

— ——

S

" You asked me to come out "‘"E —
7 here Por £AALZ This is supposed to ™,
f be My night: oPf. You could have called |
N\ Me or lePt me a message. Like the /
. l[ast twenty times. _{__,._-*"

I suspected it might: be. X
| That brings me to the other reason I |
asked Wyou to come.

I don't think wou've met

MY business partner.

She has something she
want:s to show You.

Hello there. I just want
ko get @ good look at you.
Is that all right?

Look Me in the
enes--yes, like that,
that's good.

Now we can see each
obher cleariy.

Oh, I see you've
hoticed my pendant. Isn't it
pretty? It glows 50 nicely.

I bet: you can't take your
eunes ofP it. v

. e

\
)
It's 50 shiny.

i o 4,
2 ;* It's Pilling your whole head.
"W There's no room in wour head For
anything else.
Just the shiny.

Empty and shiny.

How long do Wou
think wou'll need to get
her oriented?

Alwaus in such a hurry.
You're not going to need those
episodes For another week.

I might play with this one a bit.
I'm overdue Por @ new toy.



She's been dormant long
enough, Cyla. Wake her
and dress her. I will

enter in a moment. '
o0oh ... What a
weird dream ...

)|
¢ Wait, where am I?f
- '.‘III_._J'

Permaney peried Lr ever. The
©hamberlain uill be entering This i

shertly. | will help you drerr. "dressed"? A }
plastic hood? 4

It 1r the enly apparel we
are permitted te wear.

And you must alwaus
wear it when not in the
dormancy chamber, or it will be\
considered a gesture of
disrespect.

1'  y  dlltimes. They're always recording AN
. e and they hate editing ovt. !

o

> The immensive acting can be NI i : -
disorienting at Pirst, but it gets ’ Il ol
great resulbs. Just stay in character at | ‘
. .
.’ - \
!

",
_—

e -
7 Immersive ... Did I sign on Por ™
thisZ I don't remember a--
W Anyway I don't have a script!
R " - l

-~

b J4 5 d That's all you need Por ~§ ' o i sy
s - now. Just play along. A8
I ] [ | p— 7 Now it is My responsibilibly),
|| (a5 Chamberlain, to evaluate you. W2
( IP you are Pound unPit to be
, brought: to my princess, you will
be sent: back tio the surPace.

A test? Oh--

The Krath Habiritg like human bed
¥ toys, bhey think you're status symbols.
I'm the chamber(ain Por the hovsehold of
one of the Krath princesses, so I Pind
tows Por her.

What do I have to do?

We Krath are subjugating
J,-"' humans. You managed to get wourselp J % -
. picked Por internal service becavse you | b | A of higher title "Mistress." I'll
", bhoughts it would be a betiter liPe than & ' \ instruct You in noble and royal
- a work crew. N titles later. IPYou pass.

T

... 185, Mistress,

You did very well. A e s
litble more instruction, TS S . {  Yes, Mistress.
and you'll be ready bo SRS | e |
present to the T e R vy \ Thank you, Mistress. 8
princess. B - aies BE R




—

.a-""FFFF.—._._ R
(" 50 what do You think bhis is about? L
L <, _._._._,_..--'""_-
.F'-.‘_."H e _._._._.—-_|_‘_‘_‘_|__‘___

| “‘" 1 think Lou has gotten the idea o,
i/ /" tiat we can solve problems. They didn't ™
[| { hear it: Prom Me, but Lov has all kinds of
\ \_sources and is very sharp. I trust them,

-'I"r

'*-f':;:x ~_ though, 50 I'm not worried.
"\_;:“ = -‘-'-__-'—-—._.___‘_______,_._.—-—'-""'-"-F S

_.--'-':'-:-
o No, me neither, but that
(_wasn't bhe question--I'm waﬂdermg
i what it's about.

~"1t's about these actors ;uab
y varlre:-hmg Prom the market! They dah'b 5.0
,-" return calls, no one sees them. 1P it's
| s0me kind of exclusivity deal, it's a hell of an|
\ arrangement. And it's happening more and /
N, more. We're about to have a big 4
casting problem!

Y
'|lI

Look, something doesn't smell right.
Trish Carter blew oPF a job two days ago.

No show, no 2all. Now Trish is a lot of things, but
even if she'd quit the business or taken an
exclusive with someone else, she'd tell me.

I refuse to believe otherwise.

Asking around didn't get vs MUCh.

We conPirmed that some actors had definitely disappeared,
but at the end, that's all we had--a list. The people Whe had
vanished haan't told anyone else what thel were up bo.
@iven how little cooperation we got From some of the actors
We talked to, that was no surprise. SoMe of bhem probably
had oPPers and weren't discussing it becavse they didn't
want anyone else getting in on their deal.

Ooh, 50 this is
where you look vp all
Wour secret

inPormation? I wish. This is just

low-security admin data. [

~ could probably get you
They're all in access bo ib.

private spaces, of course.
Because the owners of those
spaces haven't made ownership
info public, I can't get it here.
I'd have to go give her @
good reason.

She wants us to catch
manipulators, but she also wants to
protect people's privacy.

We can go talk to her, but she
Might say there's insuPPicient
grounds to intervene.

I had access to her personal
spdce, but I kind of didn't want
to vse it. Not becavse of her
privacy, but becavse I dian't
want to not Find her in here.

Also, I hated this place. You can
never tell with pecple. I'd have
expected Leyna to be in some
concrete dystopian hacker
dungeon, and she had an airy loPt
house. Doreen, who should have
had the 0Pt house, liked living in
the hacker dungeon.

Doreen?

Are you here?

_.-—"'_'_._'_._'_._.—-_-_‘_-_‘_‘_'_"-H_
~ BY the way, don't think Pora
( second I haven't noticed your

s appearance.

T
o
= __F'__._._,_.—-—

e =2 -

7~ You and Midnight both keep telling me I need""‘*-1

I""'*~J‘” try hew looks. SoI'merying anewlook. J

_-—'—'_'_

_'_._._._._,_._-—-—'_'_____‘_‘_-_-—._._._'_'_,_._-—-—"

I'd have thought there was no
shortage of actors. I mean, isn't it
practically the only way half of sSleep
has to make iks bed Pees?

And sometimes You Pind
someone who can do both and
they realize their talents are

being wasted, and they go oPf to
write or direct.

That is strange ... I agree
== With Wou about Trish ... but the
: Lhing is, Lou, this isn't reaily

what we--

We can take a look into
it. See if we can Pind out
anything.

~"Uh-huh. T know %ou go more dressy than I do, buE"‘%-.H

[~ that's a club out
. Seenyouwear eye makeup orearrings. -

o

)

F
-

it and you know it. And I've never

Yes, but ... what happens is a lot of g
people say "Oh, I can go have sex with people N
Por money, that's easy." They think that doesn't take
acting. Most of them can't do the real parts. They
end up working in ¢lubs and callout:
places--strictly sex jobs, no acting.

And some of the
people who ¢an act get '\
tired of dealing with the sex
bits, and go ofF to do clean
passives and obher gigs
Where they don't have to 4
Puck the customenrs.

Wasn't a complaint.
As good as you were acting, you're
more valvable doing what you're doing.
Just pointing ouvt it does happen. This
business is a lot of Pun but it does get
tiresome. Too many of our
customers are assholes.

/ going ta geb

tedsed i
ConPirm
_that?

Well, not:
Much.,

Poreen, answer
the door. You didn't
answer your

You go. Tell her hi
Por me. I just realized
there's something else I
heed tio check on.

what-7 )

Shit,, Ruby!

Pon't scare me like that!



/  8care youlike
thatZ I thought you'd
joined the

disappeared.

Joined
the what
now?

somebody's
Making actors vanish.
It Might be a legitimate
job, but if it is, they're
locked up bight
somewhere.

You haven't
been getting
spapiciovs ofPers Prom
anybody lately, have
You?

Well, yeah,
actually, but--

Hell. Hang on, that's
Leyna. It might be
important..

Nobody who can get better gigs T
works Por Cobermauer, Leyna. Nobody. He
treats people like shit and his scripts are

the most horrible setups-Por-bad-porn

Not

only got the

oOWnership, she let me
look at the money.
Whatever thelyre doing,
he's paying them. Guy
named Ben
Cobermayer.

Now, see, if you
knew aiready, why'd
Wou ask?

Wou ever saw.

Yet he's got Pive very successpul
passives. I checked. Actors may hate him but
viewers don't.

Only becavse
they've never worked
with him. Ask Doreen. She
SWore never to do it
again.

Ok, but since he's
paving them, and all the
paperwork is legit, it'd be really hard
to prove they weren't just doing very
long-term, very private acting jobs.
“Aetiors hate him" isn't proof. Mawbe he
threw S0 much money at them
they took the job anyway.

OK, Cobermauer. This had
better be the most interesting
thing wou've ever said, or I may

have to kick your ass.

Right. 50 we have to
actually cabeh him trying to take
someone in against their will.
Becavse I am positive he's doing that.
Trish wouldn't have worked with
him Por all the money in A4,

Uh-oh. I think I see
wWhy I'm in this
conversation now.

Cobermayver's been
pestering wou Por weeks, Wou said.
He even asked wou to come to his
oPPice to talk.

Just so wou know, I
charge extra to play
“bait.."

Don't worry, it'll be

Pascinating.

I didn't have a business
B partner the [ast time Wou ,

worked with me.

You must be Doreen.
I've heard so much
about You.

¥
o

Let's just empty out that
pretty head, shall we? £= :

" lUmm, Something
doesn't Peel quite r-ightr
here. Resistance?

I think we'd better throw
Wou into the deep end.
\  Just to be sure.

Cobermayer?

Leyna, You need to
come to Doreen's. Right:
now. The three of vs
need to talk.
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" Fox, Hou've
ob to get vp!
4 They're coming f =3

1> back

A
-~ .

A~ e

/ 2he got hit by one'\
oF their stings.

[Hnached her halPway

\ down the street.
"‘M Hi

", -
1._“‘1‘- -~
-|-|_‘_‘_|_'_'_.__l'"f

:\ / o | -1 : Sky, wou have
"\ . . ' | _ to take on Queen
- , ' : i ; Bee, you're the only
B - 4l : : {1 ' one Who ¢an get up
- W

\1 ! y i 1 :
- ! f
L g . b : 4

. Roger that.
I'll try to

| L | get a shot at
Look, there's not W . : her, but I have to 08

enough time Por the — _ i p \ get: to higher ground [
seript. You're just going N 9 ' _ - - Pirst. Eox. that LR
o have to roll with ib. AR ol A / . leaves you to deal e

\ - with the ones

down here. A SeaSis

oo g

L
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We're Pighting the
{ueen Bee. She turns
people inbo her minions,
like Ghose soldier bees
coming down the
street at vs.

RS

>
-

._’.‘L
o !
- Ak -
i 2t

'_r—r

Just remember to stay
in character, KT They
¢an Pix any other major
mistakes in editing.
C'mon, sit vp, Wou're all
right. Just had the wind
knocked out of Wou. /=

/You'll be Pine. Just
( don't get hit by their
\_ stings again.

o

this was just
going tio be an
excuse to
Past-Porward to a
SeX SCene ... 4

i
"See iP you can get me @'\
clean shot at her Pront,
Sky! Her backside's too well
. armored Por my darts!

71 think You'll '\,

get a kick ovt \

of this, Queen |
Bee!




Must be hard to
play with yourselp
with Ehose on, huh?

I Pelt
that pass me!
@uess that's the
"sting" she warned ~
Mme about. : Maybe you
Well, that can't. I bet '™
explains those things 3 L bhag’a Why
on their hands, You're 50
anyway. grouchy.

Aw I supposed to do this with
Just MY hands and Peet.Z? Where's my
gun or my Plving roller skates?

Ch, well,
now, that makes
everything Mmuch

edsier.

'{;h ﬁﬂf hr:ﬂHE ld ) e -
1 MeIcould do °°eeccocceoolBOO00000” Canl doit again? 3§ e 2 ki
—_ that. ._ | . 7 easy, now ...

" e - ~

:

-
will
~

Oh, god, ' i | it i _

's Pallina! I ) I y y i it
de?:‘i ihiiii[?%an / e Thank goodness she
catich her ... 3 :

still had enough lePt Por a
relatively soPt crash.

;Ii
b
T oL : kyl

i : 2ky, are you all right.7

What happened?

= gomething -
B just ... hib me?

"

_ vugh ... 3
| § o T i }—""'
L)

Foxy! Your Priend
here got down with
the buzz.

She really

should have watched

her back. Now she can
watch mine.

® s osop o

-I-'

Trickshot ... no ...
Tranquilizer dart. Can't ...




SoMe amount of Unconsciovsness (ater ...

Fox, wake vp!
Thew're watching us ...

Oh, hey,
Wou're awake!
Time Por some

Pun!

I don't understand ;au super Polks.
What's wour problem? I just want to be
loved! My drones here love me. My soldiers
love me. My workers love me. Even your
Priend with the big gun loves me now.

,

But you two don't love me.
We're gonna work oh that, though.

Now, I got a problem.
Skate lady there is immone to
MY buzz--are those headphones
glued on, or what?

And Foxy, wou recover so Past
that it's no good. I'd have to buzz
. Wou again every ten minutes.

L =

But I have ancther idea.
You'll like it! It's gonna be a lot of Pun!

I Fox, I'm burning ... I
It's going to take a lot need to bouch ﬂgu i

More than just getting vs
wet to éf.ar.{ us, g}*ueenggee! heed you to touch me ...

As sponasI --

Sk, I ...
--gasp--

No, sky! This is becavse
oF whatever she

spraved on vs!
... What /s that smellZ

Smells kinda like ..

Bees are all about
communicating with scent, Wou
know. What you've got there is one of
the most bona Pide, high-test batches of
pheromone I've ever brewed vp. @uality
sLUPP! Only the best Por wou two! I Peel like m
whole body's on Pire! I
@uess what it communicates? just want to rob against her
and--

... Fox, I Peel really weird ... No!
Not with that Piend watching
it all, anywau.

~=Whoa!--

2ky ... cok! ... you've
got to ... Pight it!

O NAMAMA 5:1':‘. % |I:I
want to Pight it--




SoMe Unspecified amount of post-coital sieep later ...

._ gorry. I'm not playing another
MM round. In a second I'm punting
e £ ) on this scenario. All the way out.

" That was nice ... bt now it's You should too.
> bime to get the hell out of here <~
BePore it starts over.

_l'.

b R = BUL ... there's a
L 0" contract! IP wou blow
y ofF 8 commitment, and

word gets ovb--

-
L]

L I will bet wou
. . anything you never
= : In obher s actually agreed to a
| circuomstances that Wﬂ'rU[d r" contract. They maw have
\ have been a really Pun gig ... & - made You think Yo did,
( maybe that's part of the but You didn's.
v Scheme ... iP it's interesting,
( You're less likely bo notice I'll also bet you
. Wou're stuck in it. J anything no one
\ % actually knows where Yo
— are right now. People
== ' Might even be looking
Por you.

I'I

Po you remember
Wour recall? Yeah, of

course, buti--

Use it.. I'm LSing mine.

E =5
Leyna's personal space, where Doreen js
temporanrily taking refuge, just in case.
e i
7 S0 0P she doesn't cone T Hey, kids!
out within a certain amount of -'
bime, you'll go pull her out. How do Did I miss anvbhing?
Wou wander inbo private spaces -
like thatZ Or am I not
supposed to ask?

It's probably
better not to,
Wes.

And what :
Makes Wou sure she
¢an get out of there on
her own? Am I not
sppposed to ask
that either?

Ah, well, that ...

I don't actually know the
answer to that. [ just
know which way I'd be

betting.

_——_— . 7T wish

“ 4poner than

expected. could do that J

Yeah, I saw :
everythingI | ) | Just a lot of
heeded to see. / ; ' practice.

., =
— destroy my

reputation? !

Nothing wou
couldn't live vp to.
Besides, I was masked the
whole time. You ¢an always
deny it was you. Ok, s0, this
: F Mystery woman is
dePinitely the ohe we want.
Cobermayer's scripts have
improved encugh that I'm sure
he's not writing them. she's
Hang on, I'll change. I VT iking; drscoeg,
came gbraight nere abten PASICIpaGg ..

recalling. . .
Yeah, all of it. ... kidnapping ...

Cobermayer's incompetent;
she's not. I don't know how to
confront her wet, but I bet we can
pressure Cobermauer. IF we
scare the shit ovt of him,
maube he'll help.

Spunds
worth a try.
When do you
want to go talk
Lo him?

Well, there's no time like the
present, right?

On the obher side oFf A4 ...

--She not only got
oub, she book one of
the others out with her
somehow. I knew
something Pelt
wrong about her.

Ok, but closing down?
We've got a sure option on
another passive! Views are
skurocketing! We're a major |
success and wou want to end it
L because we gob one person ﬁiﬁf
N with a little more--

It's not your neck at
risk. I've known all along
that sooner or [ater we'd be
having this conversation. e

It's time Eo drain the pool, Ben.




I really
3.-‘:1 5lﬂ]"f"'|ﬂ, EEH.I
but--
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She
went into that
building up
there.

o

Polhear...
explosions?

I,.-"'llllll- PPGE'EIJS'H_-,‘ \"h,‘

- just some
heroes in a Pight.[ =
Happens all the | &
L Lime here.

Come on!

T
-"'"

Unused Past-Pood joint.
Not what [ was expecting
From the outiside.

Welcome to Melinda's!
May I take wour order?

Thab's right. Watch bhe pretty light.

\

i A
¥

gee, I control S'L-"éﬂ”#;fﬂh.fﬂ;d in
this libtle universe. And since
You're in this universe, that

means I contirol Hov.

BePore it
closes--Lollow her

llllll )

‘\
’ drdﬂ wr'rte rt-’
: IF"I bhis door

'- up here ..

I was FEE”_IL"
hoping wou'd be
dumb enough to

Pollow me in.

-heh-

I bet you Peel really sheepish now.

"Kit"?

That's a
sidekick name!
I'm not a

sidekick! £

-"-r



-baaaaa:-

PerPect! You can't realize &
you're stiuck in here iP you W
don't even have enough brain g °

Lo khow Wou're human! :

- You're in no condibion to

chase me, and by the time the

scenario deteriorates, I'll be
long gone.

Maube I'll make - gorry, I don't
Wou a nice paddock herd well.
bePore I -- '

How--Z S0 Past!

I'll-- T'll do it again! I will!
I can do this as many
bimes as Wou--

No point in it--
I have to--

>

OB course,

Let go of me!
You're supposed to be a dumb sheep!
I have to get out!
I need to--




IR T A

Can
¥ barely see a bhing
Aaaaand she aces the in this place and these
three-point [anding. The - . corcions don s maks Anj
crowd goes wild.

sense. somebody doesn't
know how to design a
set. Or just doesn't

Alert! Yeu are net a
reeeqgnized human.

Hw. We all
got separated
somehow wWhen we Pell
through. I hope
Leyna's OK.

Pretty sure I
don't want her
catching me ... good
thing she ¢an't run
very Past.

‘Course, I have
ne idea where I'm
running te. This corridor is
difPerent. That means
this is probably the one
that leads to the alien
breeding chamber or
something.

L}
L]
L]
L]
L]
-
-
[ ]
L]
L]
L}
]
L ]
L ]
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L]
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Cop!
B S . lose, :
/ '}'our' Lominance, this™ Well, I was close, anyway
(i5 the human mF‘:lﬂrabarI
was warning you about!
We mu5tn

S,

I will be the judge of
what we must, chamber(ain.
She looks like she would be very
inberesting between my legs.

o -

ﬂ .-"--‘-___‘_-H-‘“"-n
| 8

Human, one crfl’ "&
ywour kind is
threatening my

‘ FEF‘E'.-G'H stand up |
g arld defend MF‘ ;

e,

-““"1.
il .|I'll'| J.l". .".'I'. ind :
Wes, Your
Lominance ... /

-',
-

——_

Oh, hi, Trish.
f
fou know &his gig 's
hot real, right:#
\ They're Mﬂ'ﬁﬁlﬁg

Insolence! A threat to my ! o ~

" Your Bustiness,
chamberiain is a threat to me!

I'm not interested in'g
wour person. Al I
want is your
chamber(ain.

cylal subdue the intruder!

Whoa! Faster than
expected. And she almost
knocked me ofF the
platFform. I think I'd bette
¢hange strategy.

HopePully

Lhis one
¢an't run any
Paster than
the obher one

could ..




Uh, I guess you're aif
named CylaZ

I recalled and he

Ok, so what
happened?

- ,‘ : - o
ot T
e When we go
separated, I realized all I

B could do in there was wander
L\ around and get into trouble. I'm
| hot as good at shaking off
. ePPects as Wou are.

: 8p I recalled and went %
B back to Cobermayer's oPPice.
i/ The private scenario spaces were
¥ | his. I was going to talk to him and
B make him shut them down. Which is
. what I would have done to begin
. With if you hadn't insisted on
2 chasing her in.
_ ;::i'-—"ir:.. P
- IllIllIIII_.--"" EQFFU_ """{\
It seemed
like a good
\ idea at the

N N\ bime. 4

o
“"-.__ et

— —,

/7 On, T wouldn't have put it ™,
Ir" past wou to catch her.
| You have diPPerent techniques
B than I do. '

T
.
T,

~_ And it: Might not have
( mattered ... when I got back \

bo the oPPice, I got a nasty )
N surprise. /

Jf..

1 went to Midnight and
/’ argued that the scenarios were doing
hazardous things and, given that he was
clearly not in condition of active ownership,
b Ghat it was okay to deactivate them. She

agreed and managed to pull the right
\ strings. The end.

OK, but ... that's not a good
answer! Now she's wandering ™

h,

around andshe knows who we are.

We're going to be constantly watching

our backs until we catch her, or she

gets vs into something we can't
get out of. o

I don't think <
it's that dire. She's ™
on the run; she can't
even stay in one private
space too long or we'll home
inon her.

Oh, wait, I Porgot that
part--I know who
she is.

Coh! Well, that does help.
Who is she?

‘Anyway, it's just @ matter of time."

Pamn it ...

Only a couple of days
and I'm already running
ovb oPf places o go ... AM I
going tio have to leave
Sleep? I don't think I can
last long out there,

You know, You
strike me a5 a
person Who could
vse a little help.

il

7/ Maybe we can
Iu" come to an
\ arrangement, I

\ just--

Being inside @ scenario while it was being
delebed never got less sbarkiing, but bhe
"hoh" was becavse the Cyias disappeared.
That meant they hadn't been actors, or
they'd be standing next to me, confused.
You didn't see simulations being vsed very
oPben Por anubhing more complicated bhan
animals. They're not capable of playing real
parts. Guess Cwlas don't have to do much.

“There was nobhing left of
Cobermauer. It was like he'd been
erased. I covldn't get any
response From him at all. I don't
thik Ehere's 8 mind in there now."

"Her doing? Covering her tracks?"

“Yeah, that's what I think. We'll
have to aad him to the (ab rats
and the people whe didn’'t come out
oF the cuit intact®™. We're
gathering quite a collection.”

#SLEEPER SQUADS B2 AND B3/Y, BESFPECTIVELY. =

- | ==
|

.
e— |
v Ll

b .

“She used her real name
in the empty restavrant.
And something abouk
What she was wearing
rang bells in my head.
She Used to do @
hyphotist act.
Apparently, it was a very
good one."”

"I guess it would be."

Clayton Barker.

I've been on the lookout Por
someone With your abilities.

I don't know what wou're
PUNRing Prom, but I guarantee I
can protect you.

Asspming, of course,
Wou're willing to work with me on
a couple of little things.

WHAT A SHOCKING DEVELOFMENT? HOW Wl. THISJEND FOR OUR HEROES ~

WATCH THIS SPACE FOR FUTURE YIDVENTURE

‘P ? THE

w"my gn



