?‘ ; I can't run in
?g these shoes!

A;L ~ l'- = Come on/
e t . : ] l,-u; Move!/

. ; ,q- TR, i

Lo

Kari, they're right:
behind you!

. da it just like

'‘anza did ...* }_-)

e

f |"'
o ( JU-"’E’» rrHE 'Ham*ﬂ did

S TN HYS.

This will go
MUCh easier if
Hou don't--

Don't slow down.
Thew'll be right: back up again.

e

A ""x S8
Y Uh .. = __ % : 2 Chelle ...
\ - ; .. What happened?

7] Fane, I don't \

,‘-|

S thinkit's -
""; 5uppaﬂed bo. .-' 3 7 Wecan't

® da thaf:. ;‘,_‘ /. [ make it bo any of
: \ the others. They'll &

& A\ catchos.

-I‘_—'_'_

I

=]

T %
il.

ll.l' S
ot
.

You can
try iP you
: want. I'M
A getting outi of
this place.

But we just
got something
else to worry

about Pirst.

I think we're
trapped.

50 B

angl imaces by trilhy



BLUBY'S PERSONAL SFACE.

Wonder what L
shovld put on this wall ... <

wonder if I should pub
anything on it ... ,

&

the souk

| that's what you
N, call it, isn't iL? '

= "'. I'._ e ——-"‘-35::-.
|II III 4

W\

l'. lll
_—-Ilkl_j- A, -

it's broken

the pieces came
apart

A new look, hmm?
or, I guess, an old look.

Came dpart <
What happened?

wanted to

But you

were right to

tell me, I

lr...i L
([ youtell mei
need to prove ...
K i want to prove ...

Well, I can’

\

- —
7 Are you always going <

( o show up in the Middle )
\ OPthe night?  /

.

——

it's when
\ youre here
.

U .
ST el
you
moaodlly only
come home to
sleep

I!‘
e |
i:\

and you don't
sleep a lot

Sometimes I sleep
Por days. But not
lately, I admit.

S, {ﬁ*{ *
e/

/i
IP You sneak in 4

here one night: while I'm
in bed with someone, I'm
going to expect you ko
torn around and sneak |

right back out.

7

And You don't
need te point out I
don't do 3 lot oF that
Pight now either.

bsayI
know.

I'll have to tell Leyna.

Data is data.

in the Morning.

I know.
OPPicially wou
know nothing.

But after all that
time sibbing in the
dark, I Pind these
days that I need to

Neither do 1.

touch books.

I'll set up a8
desk and such
eventoally.

The location's
working out all
. Might, though?

by 1'd prePer not bo Wi
i be in Serenity, but WX
it was the best [\

- option available.

e lEifT'.

Barring a stable
nhevtral space that no
l[onger existis, my next

choice would have been a
space hosted by Lucgivs, but
his alter ego doesn't seem
interested in being a
n [andlady.

The Souk has come apart.
Pramatically and rapidly. The set

portals have Pailed becavse the data

blocks have moved Par enough that
the portals’ reference locations
are now invalid.

The blocks making up

by one person. We all knew that.
You probably thought Serille was
doing it by sheer Porce of will, but
that wasn't entirely true. She
needed bo anchor the blocks, or
she'd have spent all her time and
Eor reasons which  ENergy d-ﬂmg: hothing but
elude Me, she chose bo  ~0'9iNg bheM in place.
use an anchor she didn't
actually own. Worse, it was
owned by a8 woman named
Bianca Zildan, whom Serille
changed into a panther as
pUnishment years ago,
before the Sprue.

Serille clearly knew
this was a weakness,
since she went to the trouble
to Pind Zildan and bring her to
the Pacility, where she could
be kept: saPe -- and kept;

But there's a as a cat.

woman I don't have clear
data on -- she has taken some
care with concealment -- who has
been cavsing trovble in the Souk For
months, My theory is that she Pound out
about Zildan, restored her to huoman,
and convinced her to delete her
holdings. When she did, Serille
lost her anchor and the
50Uk Plew apart. Zildan's property in the
200k -- Which is to say, the \
Moroceo Club, the center of the F
Daughters of Sekhmet Pacility -- is )
definibely now deleted. I can't
prove the rest.

ok
the Souk were held together “p

And I certainly
wouldn't stand in
the way of his
happiness ... but I
do miss Logivs.,

He and samuel @8
¢created bhis position, '\
as a Pairly brilliant
solution 6o @ messy ,
problem, and gave me 4
the job. 1}

S
They were the
only ones who ever
seemed o remember [
existed ... and aPter samuel
died, Lucius was the only
person who'd ever visit just
to talk. To have a Priendly
conversation. Shoob
the breeze.

v Some of that
17 would have been
pseful to know a
: long time ago.
o A | | ,-"" [
*fr Vd -y
|

i

.. 50,
What's vp?

= Oh,no, Icarevery N

Much. IP the Souk has come

apart, someone’s going to
need to Pix it. &

But it's late
and I'm tired, and
right now I'sm not happy
witih the idea that the
someone might end up
being me.

. \
I realize I .
can't and shouldn't N
avoid my duty. But once
in @ while I'm O¥ with |
putiting it off Por a /
Few hours. P

AR

Oh, not really.
You've got a great deal
on your plate at all times,
and wou're not My generation
-- You've gob betber things
Lo do than talk with an
old man.

Nonetheless, You are
here because Wou need
somebhing, aren't you?

UnPortunately, wes.

Every set portal to
bhe Souk stopped working last
hight.. All the ones I have reports
about, anyway. Certainly all the ones in
Serenity. The data, what lithle I can
obtain, is giving very strange
results. I wondered iP you had
anything.

Pon't go there.

First oPP, you
didn't: ask.

And beyond that ... your
Priends Gina and Esperanza started
out in the Souk. Thew worked Por some of

these people. They knew who actually owned the
Morocco Club. I believe @ina connected the dots

about Zildan not lohg ago, but didn't say
anything. Perhaps she didn't want to
admit it to herselP. '

Furthermore, over a month ago, serille
Finally admitted to them that she couldn't
handle this mystery woman alone, and asked them
to ask You and Ruby Por help. They Pinally
remembered to tell Ruby a Pew daus ago. 1
gather they haven't told you wet.

I'm @ historian. Not an oracle,
and not a mind reader.

THE JUMPERS' CONVEESATION WITH SERILLE IS IN #45.




I'm not asking
you tio be.

But it just seems Lo Me ...

I mean, I don't think you want
this place to Pall apart any
more than I do. Po you?

IP you're sitting on
information you think is
important ...

The largest part of my job is trying
tio sort out what will become important
and what can be ignored.

It's extremew
difficult, and I don't claim
to always do it well.

I wasn't implying
that-- _—
. But Wou were.
You were saying "you should
have told vs that." Meaning, I
shovld have realized it was
important.

As it happens, I did.

But I can't tell wou everwthing
I think is important. First, there

aren't enough hours in the day.

gecond, you're not: always entitled tio
know. Third, I try very hard to not
influence anyone's Puture
aetions,

And would it have
made a difPerence? Putiting the

/  entry point Por new arrivals in the
SoUk was a bad idea and we knew it at
the time. Bt what was the alternative?
It was the only nevtral area. Would

The Pirst thing You learn
as a historian is wou can't
prevent people Prom making
Mmistakes. Even iP it gives you a

THE OF5 BOOM-

—_

We've got a
situation.

I've got one
Por wou too.

You go Pirst.
Mine may take longer
tio explain.

Hey!
We got wour

Message. Found Jex, too.

Sounded like you wanted
her as well ...

It doesn't
work like that,
Leyna, and you

khow better,

The Souk came
apart (ast night.

CK, so we've
only got one
situation ... how'd
you Pind outZ Did
someone make it
out of there?

The Sprue told me.

The Sproe?

Yeah. She's been

maniPesting. Visiting people.

I've seen her, Lh, three

times now? Four?

Wou have had people arrive in
Highpoint?

1 EL

No, she most
dePinitely did not.

Why on earth would
SRy You go to herwith that?
gty [ Mean, sure, she might: want
Lo know, but not like I would.
That's really important
inPormation! IP the Sprue's
maniPesting, then who
knows What ---

Leyna.

Give it a rest,
would you?

Serene didn't tell you
any of this? I told her
about it when it started

happening .

N IN YOU SUESSED IT, #HE-

You can't expect
information to just come Lo you
without Wou leaving this --

Probably because the
Souk's in pieces.

AR J

It came
In pieces? apart.
What does that

meanz

headache tio conbemplate.

I ¢an't be your
watchpoint, Leyna. You'll have
to Pind another way.

e —
I didn't tell wou

..H""rf 1“"‘1.
~~ becavse we weren't speaking. ™
¢ But I thought it was important
( enough that I tried to make sure it got
. b0 wou anyway. IF you don't go talk
" to Your mom, that's not my
problem.

— =

And iP I thought the
Sprue was trying to make
trouble, I'd have made sure Wou
khew about it. You're not the only
person who cares about this
place, you know.

Though I admit: some
days it's really hard to
give a damn.

( And wou don't make it any
easier when you're like this.

sl

... did we come in
at a bad time?

No, just calling
Leyna out Por being a
pain in the ass.

did you Pigure out why all
bhe Souk portals died?

= Look, I'm sorry tio be a bitich
about this. The thing is, I'm learning a lot
of inPormation this morning where, if I'd
known it months back, we could have
2 maybe avoided this mess.

g Andib's a bigmess.

- —

.~ People used the Souk as
"7 a hub. There were more set
portals to there than any other
Zone. The people who live there, if
they don't have a saved location
somewhere else, or can't cast
\_ portals to somewhere else,
. they're stuck there.

i
a5

-

And becauvse there were

50 many set portals to the

[ |

18

\ 4 4ouk, not many people bothered }
to learn locations to cast
portals intoit. 4408

3
i

E*-

" Andit's where ne .
Sleepers get dropped on

[ i
g 5.

- i g ©

e,

their Pirst entry, so iF we get
any of those, they're stuck s

there too.

2o if any of wou want to say

.
ety

) )

=
4

= = -y
[ .:"'.'-h-.l""_-

i-
A i
o

The chink that ™
was holding it all
together was owned
by Bianca Zildan ...
whom I'm told wou
EWo khow ...

... and
someone returned
her to human and
convinced her to |
delete it, and pow!

No Souk.

"Returned her
to human"z
... 80 that cat
wds hep!

Yes, and I wish
you'd told me about it ...
just like I wish you'd told
me that Serille asked
Por our help.

sorry!
We just never
got a chance.

Aetually ... I'd have
thought you'd be the one going there.
You're alwaus sauing you barely have
enough resources just to deal with
Serenity ...

p ‘8 And you're the one Who was
=% .

TN griping again just the other day
' about ending up being the
cleanup crew Por all of A4!

This is difPerent.

It's a major problem, and
hobody else is going to be in a
position to do anything
about it --

I'm agreeing with
Wou, Leyna.

... Teah.
[ guess you are.

"why is this our problem?" say it
How, 50 We ¢an get the welling and
bleeding done with in @ hurry.
Becauvse I'm not in the mood.




k 80 how we get there? :

My question too.

You and Gina
can't portal in?

¥ We haven't spent any
serious time in the Souk since
before portals were a thing. I
don't even have any presets
there anymore.

You're usually the
one who has a portal
For every place ...

Not: Por bhe Souk.
There was never a
reason to bother, like

SoMeone Who can
portal us in ...

¥ Sure, but
" what are you
going to do? Knock
b, on doors until you
Pind them?

I don't have
anything bett-er*-

But even iP it
works, it'll probably
take a Pew days to

| el
There's got: to be | (-’

We may not havea ¥ '
Pew days ... FEEme——

xxm

" Well, T know, bot b

this is what I've gab

And it might take you
just as long to F’ind

. Someone. jf.f’

~~  You can start
knocking on doors or

whatever else you can think
of while I chase this.

Are you going to
tell me wWhat; it is?

.. Let me seeif it

gcie& anywhere Pirst,

Leyna said.

Also, I'll need to steal
'‘Ranza Por this.

I appreciate
Ei:'r JE:'EJ but tlhfﬁ' -_.-'_' i
time it has to be g ' :
: e = ————
. " e NN
: -"" |,|r” & ?1 F
|. b

'|_-._ “ M

Esperanza.

A
OK, now

Wou've got me
worried.

CENTURY (WHICH HAS THE TALLEST BUILDINES IN ﬁ‘fj;__,.-f""_'___'_""ﬁ,.,‘_ .
e — -

y Woo! .
(" We just got very =

lucky. It couvld have f..f'""r M hot trying to Mmake

taken them ages to /
M sorry to

I r J.
disturb aau like } Don't be silly!

‘x Phj through here.
I ¢can always catch up with

1 e cplained What I'm up to becaus

I mean, I know they can
cross Zones ... but they can't
steer. They don't ever know
Rwher'e they're going ..

=

/ wou ¢razy, I promise. I haven f:x
P e
2 |\ I'm taking it a step at a time )

> and it might not work.

First I have to Ply
Lp there and try to get
Millie's attention. And yeah,
I know I haven't explained
about the Plving, either.
sorry.

Once she's

down, I can tell you
both what I'm trying to

them. Besides, I owe You.
What's up?

- Millie ... I khow you
don't have much control over
where you're going when you

Sometimes.

driPt ... bLE Wou were able to
home in on things by
Pocusing on them ...

It has to be
something I know
real well, I
Lhink.

»” Right. If it were @
location ... like, @ location

Bt i6 bhat do at the Same time.

really true, on the ground ... that you

knew well, covld you home

I'm pretty sore ... T haven't N

ever done it MH*.’%EIT-'—' but Belynda |

does it ... she goes back £o :
%er'erlitl_er every 5o often o A

O, 80, next
¥ pestion:

. -"'--..;? IIII'_'__._._._,_,..--"" . J
: .-l":, - .-I" .]I . g
S I l'

How long do Wou
Lhink it would take to
teach Esperanza to
balloon on her own?

She did a8 gﬂﬂd job
when we did the thin
... cavght on Past ... IF
she's into it enovgh I

can probably get her
bhere in, uh, maybe an
hour or two? it's
not hard.

Would wou both be
willing to tru?

Sorry bo ask
like this, Millie, but it

inon that?

Sp Wour idea is I go balloon
and home in on the Souk?
You know, iP I even get there, I
don't learn new cast portal
locations very easily ...

M Hﬁ be an EM-ﬂFgPI“IGL‘I_

e're not sure. That's
what we're trying to
Pind out.

Ch, I don't mind!
IF she's OK wibh it.

No, but I do.
And I'll be hitching a ride.

Ml you have to do
i5 get there.




Nazm| ca:-a*mufs FE.E‘S#M#L SFACE.-

~ I don't think

.. 80 I thought I'd come N you'd have asked
| see if You were in, and say that if you thought ,
hi. Been a while --

This is just to have a ™~

r’ look ab it and see if I like
\ 6. I'llrevert to my old  J
b pfa.ﬂe later today. .
Huh. _
Well, that s not

what: I was

expecting.

Remodeling?

Honestly, the N
question right now is
what's going right.
I'm Peeling like I
heed to change
soMething, even though I
know perPectly well this You haven't meb
ISNG ib. Molly yet ..

Pon't even know

- Who that is.

That sounds like m
the itchies. I was thinking Leyna
Might: have told you.

Leyna and I aren't
.. Everything going OK?

always commoenicating
very well right: now.

Molly's a Coleman boo. ™
She came to me looking Por
inFormation on other Coleman
children Por a project. We got
reacquainted. I hadn't seen
her since we were

\bﬁ;ﬂe"a,

We've ... been ™
spending a lot of
\ time together

And Bhis wall
doesn't do anybhing
except make this
corner unusable ... A

m{

just that. Things are
getbing pretty messy her*e.)

/7 Incidentally, I \
Might have to ask |
. Wou Por help.

T e

and I'm going to be up to My
nﬂr:h in it whether I want
u be or not.

: Mamc‘a Barker has
practically ordered me to
put‘- together a team to deal

Wwith the problems.

.
S HowdidIpot N
nokice they didn't
bother to put 3
Pailing there?

Well, that's
good, though,
isn't it?

I Mmean,
you'd think

I don't know,
Ruby. APter a while
dlone, you get 50 You
kind of make it into a

strength, You know?

7 You don't have
to do what she

I know, but I also
don't want to let
Century Pall apart.

I'm trying to get
a team together as
Past as I can, but it's
slow going. No one
wants the job.

I have a nasty Peeling
something's gmn? to blow
Up badreal scon. IP it does,
I may be tirying to get help
anywhere I can.

Like, "I don't need

Molly doesn't have
any of that."

any powers. she's
diready been put in danger
a couple of times just by
hanging around me. I don't
want to get her deeper
into that.

Then you Pind out
maybe that wasn't

You know I'll
really a strength.

come a-ronnin’.
Anytime you need.

Z

EUBY BEJOINS ESPERANZA, WHE HAS LEAENED HEE LESSONS WITH EASE, AND THUS ---

—

|"... -"-..II_-_
I don't think this would

),

have worked if I hadn't come "-"1-3;:: 0D00o

along, and I skill think it was a _
pretty good idea .. _J

10 0O o0 DO 000D G0000aDoeas »

'ﬂ' .
- ..--'—'—H-_._._—_._.‘
. but I shovld have i
rrgged Up a harness or
{, something. %

- %,
- W

1
...lﬂ_'
"'1-|

Dﬂ
{1 didn't realize it'd be 5
. %0 hard to stay on.

s

_.m
"

,I I think LHE;CUL’.EID-D
she did it! 1
Cudples

_
e,

3 —
% 7 Well, what da

L You know, Right*

You did a great job.
That aepfnftm

Souk-like bo me ..

Hey, I know whenre S
this is. You and Gina
lived here Por a while,
Pight 7 We came to Pind
Wou here.*

° 3o,

"
/_ Poydras Allew.
[ I don't know if I'd

call it living. Hiding |
is more like it.

Well, it MUSE have
meant something to you,
T iP Hou knew it well enouah

- \

toPocusonit ... /&%

I'd bebter - — ' — ... Yeah, I guess s0.
get ready incase (- | S —— B This i where Gina and I got
_ she can't quite ) : serious about each other.
» Manage the [anding '~]‘

_,'l:_h.
T

- ;..".-.‘.':a-___.,

—.-'-

e
—_
o

-

ﬂ-l-;..—

It's still a dump,
though.




.. I was aPraid
that was what
Wou'd say.

I don't have
normal Priends.
They're boring.

il d 1 mean, Gina - : ";-._I ; x 4 -' \ B - o

Y spent years in the R R R e e : ( Oh, don't bn b
E"':-'UF‘:- tl'ﬂﬂ| aﬁ'd pr"ﬂbab[a I 1= I'..-__ : - g d .. JI" " 'El.lllbarﬁaéégdr )

S had a lot more locations | SR e _ 1 1 .

- she covld Pocus on 4 L% i - ' ,/EJ

Ve thanldid.. & | Ei

R i -di_\ } - , ""Moh Wou were in t'h';\‘x
e - 1.. " business Por years. You
By I spent most of my | [ e koW there's Much weirden )
bime in the back rooms of | ' - S StUPP out there. :

=\ Percy's club, which doesn't , : - &

exist anymore. " "~ AN '.11' Rl 123 LGhink the =~ ™S
o J _ . - e CLaRREE e - % First thing I need to do ™~
~WE 1 TN . L - L B - is save a preset here. You
v M. % e -
[ Auay, Whoe ] Tt y MmN probably want to do that too. I
y MAM D £ P ,.wth bEPuPE *“‘qb ¢an leave a message Por Leyna
, e s R W e st r""‘?? *"_“'.9"‘5’,.[’?3‘?"” \ “while I'm recalled ... then we
Gina would e B e B \ SoMetimes, likea A8 | &d b, can arrange to portal
hatebeinga g [ D normalperson. e - theM in -- -
balloon. : o - .
. You enjoy it.

; You kRow, You're
i getting really good with
Wour Pootwork.

Now, what are
Wou? Evil version of
the kitties? Do they
know Wou're stealing

their look?

You'll sUPPer
Por that!

The Souk R,
belongs ko s now |

II. 'ﬁhé HEW wa ¢

Y

. i) 1 = ]
Stark Foot of Pain Z: G s fF o
The sequel! . !

Y 4
¥
—

Too many!
Too many Jr" i




Remember the
weird people Gina and I

Hev, T wasn's done AR Ui got, into it With when we - i'.'
hitking you yet! « b S went to see Chelle7* -H !
Ak A M N \ < . | B Those dog things are
bk ~ : \ What they turn into. —
L - -

P e e —

IF you can R,

Sony rmM bhem you ™ .
mean business, wou .
can get them to torn - e

back into people. Eut E
they just give Yol

t,‘-uh'ﬂhn:. and r:.h.ﬂﬁ

ecall.

y Dl:' "i'irE EEE
WwWhere th-E_‘
stampede s ;.-'

And the
dark-mode
kibbies?

-“ﬂ” t hlﬂ:l”" 3 .
" about those. This Y
= is the Pirst I've S
y 00000N sgen one.
Vi o 1 kinda think
B We have to.
R e I . :
: ‘ o ﬂ ¢ "*} "Ei{ﬂ : # LAST ISSUE. SHE IS AL.SO BEFERRING TO
"i FE':[ ‘" r!i 3 w ENCOUNTERING THE JACKALS IN #Y&.
.I _.4 ;

l.r'l
|F|I

W

&@et in there!
dke down bhe gabe’

F

e VvVve

Don't let them
inbimidate wou! You're
stronger than they are!
Push past --

; .
L] )4

‘rd-.li : __.

§ A =

s -

g -_‘r e
L

And the
others all
Ot - ; disappeared
Pamn. _ i £ 8 wherever they
1 was hoping to have to hit were going ...
her a couple more times. .

I've never seen
Wou bhis ready to do
violence before.

D.:IEEH'Itu S22 M IH‘:.-E
they have each other's
backs much, huh?

P

: : They're all trying to g ,
I Ghink I don't: like | : get into an alley or @ —
L them very much. | courtyard or something. e

cul-de-sac. I got a look ab . e

o

ib. Some people on the
ather side of 3 gar:e : o

— "‘"*--.? -
We can get into it Pm.w?‘*\ -
another direction, I bhink, :
but we'll probably need to
ﬂ.‘_l over a ~-,|ra||' .'__J...- .
sl

it
=
-

-




@et bhrough Ehat gate! : . Ty I've got bo make
Ignore the tigers! ' : 1 - » reinforcements. You'll
need to hold them ofF. I'm not 8
street cat!

I ean't b ight!

I ¢an help
Wou ouk.

We've got to
close it, Saban!

You just
volunteered.

Eiger.

il e

i

£

= ¥
L R

That was a rude : | P S ‘
thing to do ... %= ] Kick ‘em right at
= the bottom of the
ribcage. See? Knocks
the wind out.

I have to work
with what I've got.
I.II|'I||' {rﬁalﬁgé Iﬁ‘..'?lﬁ ra:#

.-'I."_"f- :ru 1Ira-ﬂa' _'
Ll Y i & ff

You wankt te s
L : i 9 ":'-Ihr 1”'9”1 [p lf.'lln

clear them out ;
insteadz Happy Por " Make You happy. 4

the help ... :

A '‘Ranza, see if
Wou can zap the
Dark Kibty, hmm?

I was

Xpecting wou bo i
ARELIg goL o There wash's

se soMme oF your
ool s any reason to.

... Po I lknow you?

My name is Emily.

And wou have
met me. Just not
With the mask on.

Your

repubation
precedes yov.

I didn't ask "Do WoL khnow me."
I asked iP I know you.
No, Ghey
just prefer to wander
around aimlessiy making
Erovble. They only do somebhing
coordinabed i one of the N\
corrupted is there bo 'd have | ‘s ia Bopille'e : .
order them to. baken her out, but  NQ g 1 el F o g iaag
Gihres E € - Watches the streets. night. I gave you
S I don't know her name. | direckions.
Which she knew.




 Looks like ib. : 7 1 ¢an peel oPP the
She's been gone a fﬂﬁgﬂlME. ' i phhq.g,m"aj changes, but
- that won't do moch. This
doesn't Peel like that kind
of thing. she'll need mental
help to shake oFF
whatever's been done
to her, I think.

She's coming ™
to. What do we do
with her?

S0 You meant it
when Wou said she
was corrupted. Leave her here.

serille did ;
53y the kitties EMily, no!
had been going B

Missing. —_—
Yy Sabah, we can't
help her right now!
And we need to get
those gates closed
: and sealed.

IP you leave her out
here, she'll probably just
come back Por another
attack as soon as she
recovers enough.

Which is why we
Deed Logey e I have to protect
Al
i shelter sealed: these people. That's ﬁH!jWﬁHI. if I bring her in,
Canyoude W& Pirst priority. she'll just try tio do damage
in there. I don't have a
place to hold her.

“$ T P

,-r"""_'___"""‘H\\

7~ The bigger

~ . MostoPthe T |
problem is we can't

/" street cats had already \ > abahand I were out

been baken. [ bhink mawbe one ¥ 0n anerrand when the club When it did, the jackals
or Ewo lePt, p“;g Me. 'ﬂ-ﬂght { vanished. Most of the inside cats ¥ all went into high gear. Like
just be me, now. L _ Would have been working in the they were waiting Por a signal.

B _ > club or asleep. 1\ They're capturing everybody

ey they can Find.

. Pind serille. .+
Sy
?"' i

4
]

,,-/'T-:-‘:i: Was in the

7~ club when it was deleted.
F I guess she recalled after
‘ lJ

that ... then she'd surely have
come back to some set poink
in the Souk, but I don't
know where.

-~
% ' ,.-1..

' What do : 7 T'M pretby sure \ SRA. zﬁﬁ?
they do with the 4 she s not in this 'Li‘.i . ﬁ Fond )

people they 4 Pragment at all, SNEAEESEEHEEE

capture? : / though. iy AT

! , We don't know. We
- - were going to try to
=

track where they take
them, but I decided it was

j more important to try to We'll have to look Por SO0 l Ve,
- save the ones they her in the obhers. TP we T
d hadn't gotten yet. ¢an Pigure out @ wau bo oty QeI ]
. get to the others. e,
5 %a T s A 8 J Y J;. rll::_!-'-!'*- ';i::’;
/, Ny, IPEQEFE we t:.nighf- I 3 2R e _J%ﬁ‘."'_‘;_'{ff
i |l 7 have achance, becavse]l R £ T
= f: i WY don't bhink there's too many of | " I need a safe spot, SRR ;
B Wil i | them in this Pragment. I've only - bo bring in the rest of
- ' ' seen two or three of the g the beam.
B> corrupted. It's harder to ' : SR T SR 'S
= count the jackals. ? — 5 ' " A :" k]
- \ SE
7 v ‘;E‘; o
r Mo

A WHILE LATERE-

) _ o, - : 45 'L-..
We should have Gatl B e ront W ane covid e in )ﬂﬂ 5

\ : one of the other
plenty of space Por '\ LIS pieces ...

everybody, but we
don't have enough
beds.

s
# e

I can make
some. We
probably want
soMe curtains, |
. too. For
privacy.

You know, now that
we've got some rePerence
points, we can portal
everyone out ...

Follow that
: e 4 corridor over there.
fﬁgﬂfﬁ :Egﬁﬂ to ?EF?P e » T m We're not Par Prom bhe
aﬁganihwé:tﬁ ﬁ;‘g"’; i 40 made 'Ranza L e e R edge of the hole. Tha% S Why

, bhey palloon gain? i pn o we're here. Most of the
can. But I bet they won't. - entrances don't exist

This is our home. Sl anymore. Easy to
: P > defend.

Hey, oo guessed!
Trying to Pixit Nice. Don't tell, Ok?
would be a better thing She's embarrassed.

to do than trying to
evacuate.

Be very careful.
It's dark in there.

Please try to
Pind Serille ... and iP
Wou do, bring her back
here.

We need her.

An't see none out. Me neither, S0 if anybody was
There's nothing thinking of making some
anywhere near. Wwiseass remark about me

pulling the blocks back
together ...

Just sefp all ,

sudden, huh? Careful!
Yeah, that's
how it does.

..-EJ:T:.:_':'I:;!...:I-_.'I 4K

S0 are Wou I was considering it.

going to tell me
what Wou and Ruby
actually did?

... maybe later.

e Leyna, any tricks vp
Wour sleeve?




Same problem.
I was hoping we'd be
able tio bridge between

blocks but ...

You mean,
like an actual

bridge?

That's what it'd

ook like, yes.

Spmetimes data

relationships are

physically literal.

The archivist wasn't
kidding, though -- this
Must have acted almost like
an explosion. The blocks all
zoomed away in difPerent

directions. Fast. Huk!

You're right.
Way out there.

I don't even have a
way to Pind them bhab—~
doesn't bake-=" Ovioll

L

—

PH ool

- L] - -
i sk g
o k. v il Foss
i 5 K i
a . i

AN - 4

No.
It's moving.

Very Past.
Sstraight at us.

... bhey've taken
control oP this block
and are looking to
branch out.

Etu was a
little too

convenient.

Yes.
This block was moved
by somecne. To us.
On purpose,

Putting aside
what that says about
their power level, the

question is Whether
they're tirying to Pix
things or ...

I told you you
wouldn't be able to
ron Porever.

Now we setitie up.

... and of )
course we all head ; We're
in different : desperate!
directions ... - :

There's
Fine if the _ probably
strategy's "they can't hobody in
chase vs all," but there's . there.
enough of them that
they can ...

I need to Pind
somewhere to circle
around and keep the others
out of trovble ... Jex will Pight
a hundred of them, and i, .
‘Ranza will try, but Leyna's N Y Everybody with
a sibking duck. Log, | ; any sense got out
' S diready ...




HYAAAAA!

g,

e ON ...
Wou're welcome.

There's a safe place
I can take you.

Kicked her 50
hard she changed
back to a person.

Handy, I guess.

Actoally, we need to
get back there in a
hurry iF we want it to

Oh, hey, Chelle! Bs 1Y 7 stay sabe ...
It's Chelle, rightZ - :

I hope we can
Find the others on
the way.

Are You two §
k% These
clowns are

definitely--

. I don't know.
We'll have to cone
back Por her.

Ah, there we go.

cpeaking of
Pighting, why weren't
Wou Lsing your
disruptors?

voa O
uh ... good
question.

Jex went in
punching, like she
does, and I guess we
just Pollowed her

lead ...

I Peel 3 likkle
dUmb now,

Nah.
Whatever works.

Btop right
there!

You're
through cavsing
us problems.

Aw, did we
hurt your
Peelings?

And Wou
Found Chelle
and Kari!

Gina, we've got to
Finish up here and get
back tio the sanctuary.

Rights now.

These jerks are
headed straight Por it.
Emily doesn't know that

dead end isn't a dead end
. anymore. She won't be
5 watching that side.

You wen't
Ehink it's as
Punny When we
take you down. f,_l

Listen.

Jex can
Pight, I can
Pight, you two are
getiting better at it
every day ... she's
the only one of Ls
who refuses to
learn to take care
of herselP, and I
can't always
stop to save
hep ass,

Y We'l ,
come back
for her.

I'Mm glad she
Pound you. }
We were worried. /-

=

- =

She's really
something, isn't she?

Ruby? 2

Yeah, she's something. ) SR
It's just that some days |

I'm not sure what. g

H"‘-. !
You idiobs

couldn't take |
down a wet |

PaPerbaa. 4 Way don's you N

" [ just haul 0P and
k save s both

\ SoMe trouble?

% |




I thought I'd
have a better
chance of making it
back to wou if I
blended in.

Y Sometimes I
/ think they clash
the way they do
becavse they

L

Wﬂﬂﬁfﬁg inte 8
Pight ...

'1 uhderstand
each other,

Listen, we've got:
Lo get back to EmilY.
She doesn't know they
¢an get at her Prom J
that side now. &

Ok, Ms. &
Second sight,
L Whoisit?

I don't have

second sight,
Kari.

Pisguised, IW ghg;l;

Wes. sheak up,

I don't know b, though. 4

bhem, though. g

Just give me @
second to put on

<
clothes. only

That's
becavse You soMebimes?
haven't met 4 o

Leyna wet.

Ch, thank
ﬁqaudneﬁs. Emily
igured it out ...

-
'ﬁhab \\
! iethis?

/]  surely bhis
‘l\ __| many of you can |
—  ~ bake down one |

., gate... ‘.
L_H“‘—x___

by

I
—

B -,
f Ah, I see. l\,
[ Someone thinks |
. she's ¢cley

Fewer than I
expected. Naybe some
of them are still out
looking Por Us. Good.

||
|‘
Any idea who - “;f ;.lh JL

that is? - //- \
@et out of

the way so I can

| K deal ith m//
) .

But that barrier
ePPect isn't very strong. I

¢an tell Prom here. I could blow
through it in 2 second. G‘HIIEI
reason they haven't is they're
using their Fists, and if
SOMEone ==

"-

L '
i o i - L
X , L] f ) . S l'
- "|:|'"|r"| r't-"" ""'-'|
Z-.p'- r-.:- o WO | 0P g0 G O,
e ‘_L-_ Ih il ™ ik | S

four
/ interPerence is --

N\ urgh o -
_—l% L

R

Jl||

bl

o \
® Youdon't think that
Peeble magic will stop me For )

. more than an instant?

fmd
/ No more than the puny

¢ barrier on this gate will, once

' I deal with your -- //




."-'l

e

-~ You're
/ strong...Ican
|| use You ... |
\ onceyou..

x‘h_ ﬂ'-'gh sils f‘f

o,

o~

-

-

.
‘ =
e
-
-
-
-

A WHILE LATEE.-

... 50 this is
bhe woman the
archivist says has
been making trovble
here Por a While?

j__.r--_.."'\-\_-"ﬁ\.-"ﬁ'-_d-"l_

Fall back! e

— )
Lo, T .y

Then let's tiry
the physical
approach.

.'::'l

|'F

\

III|IIIII'|"' ¢

l"-,' i =,

g
S
II-II r‘. .-l--.
\__t

. - [ [ .|
A
.a"'.f 1] f.a"
,5; ﬁﬁ'ﬁlll e
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& AN
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<

= " We have bhirgé'\\
\\ ( toattendto |
\ \_ elsewhere. _/

-

.,
e
—

e -

You know, iP
we're going to hold here,
we could use a bunch of

those guns.

That's a good

Spunds like it, Prom
your description. She's the
one Who makes the jackals,
and steals our people. She

also does obher things.
Nothing good.

Po you
know who she is?
He said he couldn't
Pind out ...

No idea. We don't
even have a name.

Bot I'm sure
Zepille knows.

1 idea.I'll ask Leyna to e
el . ManiPest some. ‘ 'h‘..,
>

/7 two of them conPronted
( each obher in the street, and

. head ofF, yes.

" o
/1 suppose You
\ bhink that was a |
. bribmph.

—e _-.\"-\._\. ]
&

Well, you are

the one Iving on
the ground.

-.Il“_'

I -
A while back, the

the woman called Serille a word
I don't know. Serille didn't

bake it well. #do

Leyna, you and that: man
came up right aPter that. You
were looking Por the portal to

Shadyside, remember? You also
Might remember that Serille
was kind of --

i_ ..I i i
e

5.“‘ (5

She just
about bit my

gerille's been on edge v
More or less since then. L\
Jumpy. I'm sure they knew
each other. I know the
woman definitely knew
who Serille was.

I think it's personal.
I think this woman's got some
kind of grudge against Serille and
that's why she's been making so

Mmuch trovble here. And I think
Serille knows it.

But I haven't been
dble to get Serille to tell
Me anything. She won't

talk about it.

b

™
-';/
A
J
i
//
]
i
|lII ||II
e K= ———
- -“"“H.H‘_-
/ Orouched. N

\ Crouchedon the gr'-::lund./;

e

"!'h F_:_ ??Ax \. .
_h\‘ 3 ;
“‘*-h_l R '-"f
II I|I
L} !

E o s
I did not see ‘ﬁl
bePore. Now I do.

—

7 You have held \

| Wour ground. We |
\_ Will hot: pass. /

e __-F

Yeah, she's not:
anywhere near done.

Someone get Emily to
come open that gate. We
heed to have a serious
talk with her.

You know, iF it's
like Ghat, there's a good
chance this woman's gob :
Serille captive somewhere.
I know that's hard to " No, I think you're right.

imagine ... /' 4o that means that you have

two reasons to Pind this
woman and stop her.



THE EXPEDITIONARY FOEBLCE SETS OUT AGAIN, NOT WITHOUT BESERVATIONS-

\‘ '] Yeah, the blue ; —
light's not working y
Por me. £\ X/ .
il ? L0 "4» i
— : 3 A

And it's too empty.
She can't have made
everybody into jackals

I'd expect more iP
she had. They'd be
atirolling the streets.
veryone else is hiding in
their private spaces.

IP she's not
Mmaking everybody : :
into jackals or guards, - ' Yep.

what /s she doing with Leuna, I think You're
the ones they . . ~ - about to get a chance

catch? . _ = = e to Pind out.

_Fl__,_o—'—'_
/ You sband
before my

. judgement ...

Judgement
Why do I need judgement? I
didn't do anuthing! I was at the
sy party and Lorin was telling me about
all these crazy people going all over
the place and taking people and the
next thing I know they rushed in, and
really wrecked the mood by bhe way, _
and now I'm here and wou're telling have any right to
Mme you think I need judgement:? just come arovnd
Who are you, anyway? What is
Wour malPunction?

%

Torn | gose,
bitches!

oy

You got her?
How unexpectediy
competent.

You Puckers
gonna bleed!
Fucking tools! >

F/7 Only waste here
[ % you/We're not
( having it! There's gonna
be pawback! We don't  [.35
\ want You Pascistsin /s
N thesouk! £ iy N

Niseh, Wou've been
wasting a lot of our
Lime and energy.

&
=~ WY

Even iP you
Lake me out,
there's --

-

And here's the
gpe.ﬂaaﬁ to do ib.

e —

souis ¥

antagonism. S0 L
Much defiance.

6 +1"u. &
" - *t
E 3
L i
7 gk ?ﬁé%l ,
i -II.
. IIII"'.._.—-ﬂ—m,_H__
il
/—  Look at her.
S0 compliant \1
there's nothing . ALY
- A there. Just going ' g
- where the jackals /“ :

et 7= You need to 5

spend a while doing
anything anybody
tells you to do.

""" What do \
Wou suppose
she'll ask You to do
once I awaken her
nerve? It'll be

interesting, I

_HL—-u_q____
A Lhink. ;

It will
iMprove you.



Wateh You Ghink it's
aut, Jex! that easy?

I won't roll
over and let
myself be dePeated
like your Palse
priestess,

UM, hiZ? N \ , '
L P We're taking the
o . M . o babies Por a stroll,

What's going on

Where did I go?

Xhr

Later we'll
probably have a
tea party.

You do know
that's not a ...

J__l-'-

al"f ; -“‘1‘-"'-
/ Then, aPterward, we'll \ ¢ P
| Peed them and put them | | but you'll already be |8

Y, . : :
. tobedPoranap. / ) , doing something else

e

~ i

P, —— ... Uh, You know what?
-I—._‘_rl|ll|___,_|—|-

Never mind.

4 £
carfy on. .
/ - & *“"{:i- l‘h'

SRR AL
S S




I was just about
ready to kill you When
Wou jumped inko that

portal withoub
backup.

JEJ‘HIHH ¥ ]
= Leynal

e fiE
LT "'."Il.

H"‘ '{.. -

It was our
only chance to
cateh her!

!
.

I'm just glad
Wou Pigured out to
go back to Emily's
hideout and wait to
seeifl'dopena
= - rj:lr't'al b . ] IF we have to
i : W be here too long,
B MY edes wWill start

What I don't know is what this place /5.

IP she actually lives here, I'm a pink monkey.

~ Maybe this is part of why she's

hard to track -- she doesn't go
straight home, but rovtes
here tio throw people o

Ok, but
where's here?

P

Oh, @ thpace 9§
dolly! Don't like those.
Have to ¢change your
¢lothes!

Qooh!
New dollies!!

@0 get help,
an't know get
back ... ;
... and prob
han't none help
here ...

e -1..____. '-‘_ :

( Just sit do none? ) =
- A Youg
-

F
= il

Q

e

ot 8 p-.".:-bre.'_f"""--.

with that?

-
il -‘-""-n._
-

s lr.-l'" | .'.ILH I t| - :':I',‘_ :ﬂ,s i .1\.‘
f ( han's got do |
, like... o

o . il

She's not ™
p!agl-ﬂg ¥ flft'h s, \
&he doesn't play
With us becavse |
we're not cote. AN

80 We can't do \
anything.

u

Looked in &
nirror lately,
Sweebcheeks?

Everyboay "'-l
 here's a doll. |

When she plays ™
with you, you're

whatever she wants you
to be. When she doesn't |
play with you, you're /

] nothing.

You'll get 4o >
that's normal.
] i Uh-0h.
\  An't havin.

.

¥ ... but, ah, iP you

——
— g

7 And how do
Wou expect to
do that?

She's got
total control of
this place. Not bo
mention she's, you
know, a giant. You
don't atand a
chance.

!

domanage to ... come
back and help vs out,
would Yyou?




Know you "Toss Me skel blug lady?"
heggers.

She Was one of the ones
we roped Por Scholz, Jook.
Remember? The one Who'd
just come to Sleep?

The one [ saidwas a
bad idea to grab?

" Toss me skel blue
N [ady, day got here.

2an sit here ever.

-

ﬁ\
“ Don't Wou two
(\‘ look pretty! -

We look
ridicuious,
Mothenr!

These are litble
girl dresses! We look
like little girls!

g

\ r//l; he girls need a ™ B . . W Now don't be silly. You
hotribious hot meal - X can't be little girls. You're

bePore they go to old enpugh to go bo the
the dance. & dance, aren't you?

Bot, Wou know, we
Goh go up, really should do
see what. — : something about wour hair.
- It's just not right: Por
the dress ...

o e,
( There! ;
Bot I guess we |
et | B haveto-- o Hey!

TR
You're mething vp the game! IP
you want to play, play right!

You know, I
was kind of
enjoving that.

Come on!
This wau.

il
..:I'_..-_ ot I

il Y 1t's really just a

what we 1 ! ?
have to do. ':: !; question of scale. !

| It will all become alot |
“-ﬁ clearer once we're a
N lot bigger.

. -

=




i —

—.-r"'fd-- w --""-.,,_‘.
> How did you even get 3

| here, Prissy? What is this ) We don't like her

\._place? Did you make it? / "either. We need to find he P

= 50 We can keep her From

- o

= = l.
g | Mmaking more trovble. )
o Dog lady - Can you help? & R
| Dog lady t.p,;-ug‘h:. Prithy '_"":, - " \ _ And then we ¢an help }
|  here! Gave Prithy dolis  / : i you get out of here. )
to play with! ’

/ HAAM. ,
| And she still comes |
\ throughhere? /

l'r."'"
Ii'

Uh-huhk!
I/ But never thtays.
Poethn't even talk tio

Prithy.
. Good.
Prithy doethn't
like dog lady.

g Wi ¥

o~ Prithy ™

[ doethn't want

| toleave! Prithy =

_ likes it here! o No one :
) W bothers Prithy J

U here! | S

" You've never tried ‘———

_ togothroughit |

N, Mourself?

Prithy doethn't like “~_
dog laay! :

( Why would Prithy want o .-
™ gothee doglaay? b | | A

need to take our
. a . N B Priends with vs.
aood point. L . b

o

— e,
- -,

% But, Prissy ... I bhink
{ your dolls don't really
want to be dolls ... you
can't just keep --
o |

Tell you what, let's Pigure
hat out some other time. B
Can You show LS Where A8
the dog lady goes? 48

o R ‘ . =
- AS USUAL, PRISSY WOULD TAKE MORE SPALCE THAN WE HAVE T EXPLAIN. BUT YOU AN SEE THE "D LADYY CAPTURE HER IN B39. NOW WE KNOW WHERE SHE WENT.
. N T L ™ T - 5 | 1

e ——

... But why would
she want bo keep
Prissy on ice? Prissy =
\ 1SNL important 6o B T don't know, and I'm
anuthing ... & nok going to think about it
right Row. I have to Pocus on
whether I can work bhis
weird-ass portal.

e

."H.‘_

: | g “‘:(‘
dan we — — - 7 There could be

change back, Ruby thinks “‘ Fod | anuthing on the other : 'f;u
please? because it's an area ™\ N \_ Side oP this. )
\ I Peel dumb. ePPect it'll just reapply. \ | L

"Ml Might as well wait ontil we | vee _ NG <
get out. And maybe once | W 20 0h.be Pead Por

* . We're out it'll go away - ; |
s +] \__ byitself. - _ 3nyshing, I guess.

et
e
e =
e —

e

IP you want te
change back,
now's the time.

oM, this is
actually more o
less what I was

expecting.

¥ 1can help
Wou out;, iP wou
: heed it.

Personally,
I'm going to put on
some clothes I can

Pight. in.




Pog lady too = R
ﬂgUH self, .

Maybe ... but I'm
hob sure these are
statues of her.

Laay statues tho. e
L - ! ;
v e
4
e e N) a
= . | o =4

r

Haven't had
much interest in
ancient myths, but I've
had some customers who
were really into this shit.
Tombs and mMummies
and such.

There's a god in
those old stories who's
sppposed to have a jackal
head. Give me an hour or
two and I might even
remember his name.

Do you ever
Wonder how You
endedup in 3
sitvation?

I don't know.
Maybe there's a
Pemale version.

More to the point,
there's no other exit
Prom this room.

Unless there's one
Lnder the water.

You just
talking Prom
your guk?

SoME.

But there's
somebthing about
this room I haven't
Pigured out yet

Maybe this never
was anything. Maybe
while we were playing
dolls, she portaled back

to the Souk. Ok, but iP she /5

back in the Souk then

...dnd a
couple of other
things that don't
Peel right. I'm
hot sure.

who knows what
damage she's -=——
o 1 know, I know.
Just give me another
second, OKZ

Then we ca

- [l
=P ik ‘
‘:*‘ ) I can't Pight all
o — Pour, Leyna!
-
I ] ¥
- IF
e ol
il A
Hey, back ofP!
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e . o e * Ruby, han't
b oy do none!
il | \
i . i
She'll be OK. A I know!

Thew're made of stone
or something.
Uh ... lemme see ...

Probably better off
down there than we 8
are up here --




There!
That's got
your ass.

Hey, You two

gonna try shooting e

them, or what?

It's working,
but they get right:
back up again/

Yours are
starting to
recover too,
Ruby ...

Y -

That sounded like 4
a hint to Me ...

el W e %

—
.. and anyway
there's no othe

way oLt ...

r'-f..
2

Well, it'll make Gina
Peel better to know Wou
Forgot too --

I hadn't
Pigured her Por @
"water" person.

~-Whaaaaz/

You know, Leyna,
Wour protective suibs
don't alweys protect

real well ...

I never said
they were

perfect!

The color
choices didn't
make it obvious?

Water is very
important. It
brings change.

# And that's what
Wou like? You wander
around changing things
Por no reason?

always a
reason.

fou see?
You've already
begun to change. You
have started down
Wour read.

I'm not here to
go down any road.
['m here to stop You
PFrom causing more
damage.

I haven't

cavsed any damage.
Upheaval, yes, but the
Souk will be a better
place Por it.

Better becavse
Wou'll be queen?

Hey, do Wou have a name,
or do You want me tio

h just keep calling you |

; Pude onesz £




H:JPL : 9
Hadn't Pigured Y
Wou Por an
algorithmist
eit:her.

Pon't
act 5tupid. I
know Wou're not.

The god Whose name
Wou couldn't recall
is Anubis.

. The
@Greeks were the
ones who did that,
becavse they were ignerant.
The actval name is inpw, Which
has been said as Inpu and
Anpu and so on. inpwt is
the Female Form.

= |
--.___L‘

50 You think You're "
the Pemale version of |
Anubis? 4

You say
y  things like that
>~ only becavse you
. don't yet understand.
“ Pub bhe helm on, and I
/  will show you the
rest of the way.

5 =

IamInpu
also.
Thew're the same.
Sometimes I'm one
Porm, sometimes
the obher.

»a
o

Balance is the
most important
thing.
No ... that's ...
| that's a very bad ...
idea ...

I bhink both @
i l_;"l':' i :' OrMS J"-'l.f-ElF"b IIII
be a little bit |

deranged.

FPut Ghe helm on.
You know Hou want
this. Accept it.

Everything must
have consequences.
Compensations.

’ IF you talk koo
Much, wou should
spend some time sawing
nothing. IF you're good, Wou
should be bad For a while. IP
You don't believe in sex, wou

I haven't decided what to

do with her vet. I'm not sure

what most needs balance there. I
suppose since she thinks she's

should have to take a Pew [ Lt
' I knew You days Pucking anything | 5‘2“'plﬁﬂtr ﬁhﬂ heeds Go be
would. There's a that stands still long nothing For @ while.
part of you, at the
back of wour head, ' : —
that knows what -
iy Perhaps I'll
keep her in a
sarcophagus until
she Porgets
who she 5.
That Palse N4 : ﬁ
-k priestess doesn't N .
LY believe in consequences.
She believes everyone
= . should just be allowed to
ron wild.
But I expect that
From a cat.
Hwhph!
-, " Mghph!
P They're not
| \ concern yourselp When I redlized Workhy of You, You
e with her WHdG you wers, il 4now. Yoo are a
‘ oo ?3,?&:,';&%&“ e goadess. Or will be, once I unlock
i | i what's within you.
F H‘
tle
ﬁl’ .'_.1
- j"'-‘m You and I have Yok h
better bhings to 0U have SUC
contemplabe. power. I've never
i - encountered someone
witih that kind of

"I'm 50 glad
Mme here.

power, besides

It's s0

exciting!

would. I needed to get
_ Wou awaw Prom all £
. those others. o

Ige:ru Pollowed
hoped you

> Your Priends don't have "%
[ anybthing like that potential. \

They will never be more than |
: they are now. =

You shovldn't think
about them any more.




"T'll Make sure they Pind some vse.”
I toldyou
we should have Now not only are
run Por it! _ the stairs gone, the
water's rising! IF that
* redaches uvs we'll end up L
like Gina and Jex!
I didn't want to y e
leave them! We might not
Pind our way back!
And Ruby ... : Can you Pocus
long enough to ; ¢
Well, in a manirest If_mur'ger L 2
second we're all d jump pack?
going to be here a
long time. .
Do you think we 3 ¢ ’f{
¢an get up onto the , e = |
big statue? NS |
) | ‘::;" '_. =
”, -
>
Gina, help/ =
Theu're going to -- —
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My silent
companion, Don't
Worry, you won't

need the helm
Mmuch longer.

R " But even now, it will
: bake more than 8
passing touch to open
Wou. You're tioo strong
il o % Por that. So strong.

E- Even though it's
| such an exciting b

% look Por you ...

resistance. I needed

S tne helw to help break o '| I know how to

;5 |
m# that down. Help you / ' _ | awaken what's within
P2 0% accept. fade Snaey] | We will wou, though.

g - . - = | [ share so many

. _|'I o) _‘,1._ i _-. 4] r B A I E‘E'cpetﬁ'r UQU

SECRY Bub ¥au‘re ready. @ LN andl
e can tell.
= e i

MMMMA ... So0N
ROW ... 500N ...

We will be goddesses
together --

Leynal
... b i You, isn't it?

T

F-r’_
{ .|."
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=it
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= g ¥ 7 - B )
| 1 i l! } \ I Y ] 1 .
| 11 N 'y ’if o
| | ' /) B Unclear. 5—-.i
; - 4 W Try again [aber. ¢
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What
happened?
| How did you
B geb here? i S

PR 1 \yich 1
! \ [ knew.

e )

everybody Y ,;00K° ke IG
5 else getiback [ "o > that Wi
too? 8 poovz
‘ e~ e W g e

-




B like there was any ...

A WEEK LATEE-

I
. She said a lot of o

-‘_H_"“‘t. l {
\l ,l >
thmgﬁ ‘While I was [ying there. S S8 i
I don't know if it was becavse \ |
she had a captive avdience, or
becauvse she wanbed to make
& sure I knew what she thought ~

_ oF me. Maybe both.

Ty

You know, I consider

Myself a priestess of
Sekhmet, but I've never Pelt
I've never
claimed sekhmet is Epeahfng
through me, or even giving me
any direction. I just trq to do

things the way she'd
want.

e

I think Input believes she
is actoally the goddess,
embodied.

That's dangerous, especially since she
seems Lo think all other beliePs are
illegitimate. She kept calling me a Palse
priestess. A while ago, she called me a
hatyadgiv. That's a leader who gives
bad advice. steers their
Pollowers wrong.

: But something very
powerful must have happened.
& It wasn't just beleporting vs.
\  Everything Input had done here
\ Was undone.
In an instant.

b N
.. anywau, _,

that's mine to
deal with, not

I didn't come today
to talk about that. 1
came Lo see how the
cleanup was going ...

and ...

... well, 6o make
sure You were still O¥
with doing what you've

been doing.

T 7 7T 7T
"'k...“‘: [_.-' &
When the 8prue came, she P
cauvsed Pundamental ¢ f*han%e-s- L"
in data topology. Some ¢

those changes remain.
Fa

< " The Souk hever went
i 1_

Everyone she had transformed e
¥ reverted -- and, Leyna, she's been changing
people Por many months; we didn't even khow

bhe extent until some of the recovered people
appeared, trying to Pigure out what had
happened to them.

All the street cats have
SN returned to themselves. They're
y very embarrassed.
All the jackals too.

4 Yeah.
Everybody's back
except Buby.

And maybe Prissy,
and the people stuck in
there with her. We can't
tell, and we might not be

able to Find that little
block again.

Pon't you have
tools to do bhat?

J - &
ph-— B R
You mean, afber N,
Making a mess of (
everything? 4

-

e

TS
b . ‘

Al
\

Maybe I ama
hatuadju. I certainly have
been giving bad counsel. To

nMyself not least.

gy |

I should have taken bhe
problem more seripvsiy. I
should have readlized she was
more than a nvisance, much
sooner than I did.

I should have
conPided more in people.
Especially the ones I'm
very close to. :

Well, you don't have to
talk me into thinking she's
dangerous. I had gotten

.  there already.

r
E S

' The question is what “‘m~~

happened to her. Do wou
think she Pound Buby? Or
that Ruby Pound her?

I don't khow. I

N couldn't see anything,
only hear. r

B There was
\1 definitely somebody. They
o came into the room and Input
A Spoke to them For a while. Not
-‘-?'- hostile; I got the mpr*e&ﬁmn
‘." B that they were being ..
recru:ﬁed

[ —I.__“_-l
? ot

Whaﬂver* it was, they

didn't make a sound. Then
the two of them lePt the room
together. A while aPter that, I
w27 must have lost consciousness,
: ePore waking Lp in the Souk

-- but I can't tell how

” There's not much cleanup to
do, but bhere's a great deal of
rebuilding. I don't just mean the

Sekhmet complex. T must earn
back everyone's trust,

E———

%

=" The method we vsed to

Pend her oPP -- consolidating
blocks of ownership, while still
allowing
rights they'd always had -- now
seems to be necessary For

the data holders all the P

data stability.

onto that 'sub-let’ method,

And we need to
change some things. I need

-

.

a

Yes. The rest of s
all have holes in our
timekeeping too. There's a
chunk none of vs really
remembers.

Yes, but it's not
Fast and it's not simple.
There are a lot of permission
problems, A deep block scan --
which is what I'd need, to ook
Por people -- is an invasion
of privacy.

And there are many ways
to conceal or camouPlage
information. Make things look like
what they're not.. More waws than I
knew, honestly, and I'm supposed
to be pretty good at this.

IP Input doesn't want to
be Pound, I may not be able to
Pind her. IP she doesn't want

Ruby to be Pound ...

... 0P iP RUbY doesn't
want to be Pound ...

7" Bub that does
A sound like Hoo want
to keep doing it.

Let: me explain
why I'm asking.

to prepare my people better.
Train them better. To be ready
when something like this
happens again.

though, Which is why it still had
problems with driPt and holes, even
aPter the Sprue. That needed to be

Pixed, which meant putting all the 4
. Souk blocks under Barker :
ownership.

I

Do we get tio

choose wWhich Barker

oOWns 0s?

Well, uh ...
It's me.
I'm Leyna Barker.

That's still kind of a
secret, please.

Because I was able
to make the case that
this was enough of an
emergency, I was able to
Pinesse the rightis
changes needed.

It wasn't a question @
of transPerring ownership,
because the Souk blocks were
hever "owned" that way before
anyhow. There's at least one
Barker who'll make a Puss just
becauvse he's an ass, but
honestly he may not ever

even notice. 4o now I'm in charge, I

guess, and if you don't want to
be the peacekeepers anymore, I
have to Pind someone else,
But I hope you'll keep on.

s S
Yes,

I would like to keep doing it.

I'd like to have another
chance. To do better.

Thank wou.




