You were
yelling.

Dreams
again?

Want to tell me
about them?

IT'S BEEN EIGHT WEEKS SINCE THE S2OUK CAME AFAET AND WAS PUT BACK TOGETHER.
NOT EVERYONE IN THE S2UK HAS FULLY BECLOVEEED YET.

TETETR
3 = W

_Cherie I [ made a _ ' s
decided [ast night. decision too. L/ Though T wasn't Just be careful, OKZ
I'M going today. - Q sure Unkil two
Minutes ago.
Well ... iPI can make o
: myselP get into the
. portal.
I can't live I m{ - il L And come see
here anymore. what BTam? . Me When You can.
Ib's ... : E b I'll miss you.
» \ Tjust ... .

What iP I'm not - Y
sppposed to be trying Y8 .
to ignore these . =
dreams?

What iP they
won't %et any better
until I learn how to
handle them?

—~

come 600, 1 think G FRAGILE SITUATIONS

ever since it
happened, your 1
Where are you o N N 4
' r4 There are - .
going to go? e L_ L_

dreams have
gotben worse.,

the Yards. I've
heard stories

about them. Lo Imsorry I " 4 ) w . i — ———
can't come bo u W I ; f\

Serenity with You.
P STORY AND IMAGE S BY TR/ILEBY

:"nl,

erenity will
be better Por
both of vs.




SEERENITY- DE. CHAPMAN'S MEDMHL FACILITY-

—

- 4 - | )
...r"'-- Iwas 1“"-... | ‘
( expecting Pr.

N here today ... ./ gau 9ot Stuck

T,

uﬁ . With the
N\ O._intern?

\\ "--._____._.--" -~
2 /No, no, not™
at all! I know
Wou're just as

c¢apable as

She's been working on a
sleep deprivation study. For
S A years. since bePore the Sprue.
W It's Pinished -- she wrapped it up
d Week ago -- and she's
preparing her Pindings. &

She said she hates ™

this part, and iP she let g
anybhirlg distract her Prom
d

it she'd never go back

~-dhem--
OK. Recording.

- ", |
) The patient is Chad

/~ Cantwell. Mr. Cantwell
" developed an alcoholic beverage
with an algorithmic efPect. While its
consumer is intoxicated, they undergo
physical and mental alteration, with |
extreme Peatures and an inability to [
communicate in any cbher way thart

constant, compulsive Mr. Cantwell N

K, and Pinish. < . aughter _/ developed this as a means \_
I wouldn't . | - of getting revenge on women '\
say that. .- ' t ' 110 : - : & Por not: wanbmg bo have sex
. " : with him. One particular
Thanks, though. I A\ woman was singled out Por /|
may get there special venom. :
one day. -

Ijust meant |

that I wouldn't I think she really

have Pigured she'd wanted to be here.
Miss bhis Por She's asked us to record
anything. it 50 she can watch (ater. Like whoZ
g ! She's also asked us to do a8 Leyna and
summation Pirst, in case Bubu?
she needs to show bhis i
to someone else. Or Serene Barker, Hﬂe{gﬁﬁ%ﬁf}: mjaga{:'? o

Honestiy? : % who pays vs. Nobody she Jp—
Me reither. oy doesn't trust to respect Porever.

patient privacy.

For her, he developed a
special version of his whiskey

where the intoxication would However, she

managed to gain control of
4 the sitvation and Peed that
whiskey to Mr. Cantwell instead.
He -- she -- has been like
this ever since.

________,___-——_;.-——_-—'_"'_'___—_ = F‘ %

Your turn, Backwrench.

I -

o Or Wours pr mine, seeing as

how we'll need to be on
Jcamera. THESE EVENTS HAFFPENED IN #35.

7" It sounds even weirder when You
__ 5y it all straight out like that.

Uh ... all right, 5.::'
our appruach to these people
aPPected by algo methods we can't
reverse-engineer is to Pigure out exactiy
what: the original algorithm did, and #
apply another algo that does the
opposite. e | [

You ¢an do it, iP
Wou'd rather.,

But this can be hard. Here,
we need an algo to "vndo all the
il clown-girl changes," but we can't Pigure
b, out what all of those are, and Chad's

i,

However, in this ™
particular case, we have
an easier way of solving

the problem that didn't
accor bo me until 8 Pew
days ago.

i The ¢hanges revert
WY themselves aubomatically when
L the subject sobers up, PightZ 2o :

the only part of the original algo We give Chad an algo

We need to cancel ouk is the g7 injection that says "ney, no
— drunk part. matter what you were told before,

_ 100're sober now" ... and the other
e ¢hanges should revert by
bhemselves immediately.

S hee hee
hee hee hee

o T sy w .n-"-
‘l"lln--.----I—!'-" oL

- ‘.n-qu-q"ﬂ

IF wou quit, I don't
have anybody.

I can't PindRuby ...
half the time I can't Pind
Jdex, like now ...

Ash and Maire have their
hands Full with the Cobbles ...
Naomi has her hands Full with

Centurg o
We get
th at, Leyna.

But ...

Look, not only did we
not set out to do this Pull
time, I don't think kou
intended that.

I like to keep
the parts of My
life separate.

Bot, wes, when
I'm not Midnight,
I'm Serene
Barker.

Leyna can't cast
stones -- how long did it
take her to tell ;au Who

she Was?

Remember? We
were a couple of sex
workers in the Souk who
turned to surveillance just to
keep ourselves safe Prom Melinda.
You met vp with vs and we ofPered
to help deal with her. Then we
ended up helping with the
This was never discontinvity, and other

supposed to be what we do/ things ...
It's what wou do.

Mso ... you're a Barker. You have
Barker responsibilities. We don't. We
work with You becavse we [ikeyou,

not: becavse you're a Barker. We

aren't ofFicial. We aren't You aﬂf‘ﬁ think that
|

Barker Police squad. becavse Midnight's been

dragging her Peet about
telling wou the truth.

I didn't want
them to treat me
diPfPerently!

And that doesn't apply
to me as well?

Never mind.

Gina, I already consider the
two of you oPPicial. I pay wou,
don't IZ But if you need to
hear it in 50 Pew wonrds ...




i = W
= —8-

Ican's | ﬂ
believe this. j/‘\ ¥ : e
\\___“_.fw o

And they krow how thin N x
I'm stretiched. I've been 1
Mmaking mistakes. Things I
should have seen to that Fall
H OFF the edges instead.

T =

-

g 3

You know,
When the Souk thing B .t
happened, I called them out Por N
not telling me Serille had

Well, ah ... ; approached them For help. N
that's certainly Except ... BB
interesting e A
information, and I'm Y . Ruby and I had S CLIEE )
glad wou told us. | ! Lo talk to Serille abovt N ey

gebting to spindrop, and she
| dsked vs to help her deal with
Buk I don't think : Input. Directly. In so Pew
it changes the words. And I Porgot

" i ., Pl 1. i
sitbuation. : Leyna ... ﬂﬂﬁ'."&ﬁ&’ A

o We're not completely , : v L ,
;‘:}E‘;Eﬂﬁ Efﬁe &) EUﬁﬂ“‘!g -ﬂUt‘-: We're e ~._I can’t slip vp like that.
anymore. It's making | available if you |
us crazy. And honestly, |8 - really need vs.
Wou'd need more people : - e " = T
than just us even iP we . B e T _ Because you have to
could keep going 3 TR i e [ be absolutely perfect
Pull time. \ . y all the time?

But you've
got to Pind other
help. One day Wou're
going to need us one too
Many times and we're
going to have to tell
Wou no.

We can't be the
only answer.

¢ LT h Ll b -
s ol <, 3 ( Nowhere that I've ~
Honey, I'm always 4 Y been able to look. : : "‘
concerned about Serenity, and A4 ... \ o e e -
You know that ... bub I'm also always RE—— W SR
concerned about Wou. More sp. You are a ~— I've done block scans e
lot more important tio me than - ./ 0P serenity and the Souk, e
anythingin Ad. = : : . [ obviously ... and Monica let me do 5
_— Nt one of Century ... she's not in L
> anyof those.

And you're coming apart at the seams. | |
1Y _ ~~ Pauline isn't responding

—— ) e o | /o messages, yet again ... and
: {' ] -g-,\ J _ I'm nots likely to get permission to
Anyway, they're right. You need . Al | . 5can Highpoint or the Cobbles, even iP

A\ I could Pind Brendan or Clayton
. to ask them.

S,

more people. You've known it Por @ while. S
You want my blessing? You want some
Monew? @o Find what wou need. For your > 4
own mental health. And mine. e!'"

L .

And it May not matber anyway. |

¥

You're not: very good at
delegating, you know.

ks We already know a scan
It has to be Por someone Won't work iP
somebody I All right, then Pind people you bhey are operating as another
GrusG ... ¢an trust. Train them up i You identity strongly enough to make it
have to. This place isn't going to stick. She could be posing as
Pall apart while you do that. someone else right now. She could
not know wWho she is right now.
She could be under mental
Buk Hau‘pg burning out contirol ... in a coma ...
those two ... and Jex :
doesn't really want the job --- OP She could just; be

You really ¢an't Pind her? SoMewhere.

We have no idea.

; . .
e .® )

AMONG oUR MAJILR FIGLURES
IN THESE TALES, ONLY £RES
IS EVEN VASUELY
INTEBESTED IN HAUTE
COUTURE. (BUBY USES IT
SOMETIMES AS COSTUME,
BUT OTHERWISE DOESN'T
MUCH CARE.) S& YouU HAVE
N BEASON T BEALIZE
THAT FASHION MODELING
HAS BECOME A Bl DEAL IN
SOME PARTS OF AY. IT'S
SOMETHING PEOPLE LIKE TE
D& (AND A CHANGE FROM

= SERVICE JOBS AND SEX
WORK, THE TWe BEMAINING
MNDUSTRIESY OF ANY SIZE).

IT ALSE PAYS WELL IF ) | : ad) S <,
YOU'RE A 6OOD DESIGNER; . | We've all pretty much
THE ONLY THING IN a4 WHIZH . S Prozen her out. No one
HAS BEAL VALUE IS LABOR, ' i . Trust me, ey wants to work Por her.

AND CREATIVE LABOR CAN ' she'll Pind you. She'll be 80 she's getting

iy | hoping You're too new to \ 7
| s know about her. She can't sell g% despetie. g

IN-SERENITY, FASHION g anybody else. Lil's about to tell , . x_ﬁ_;?.fﬁ

SHOWS HAVE BEEN her to pound sand.
INCREASING IN FRERUENCY -
AND PROFILE FOR SEVERAL
YEARS NOW, INCLUDING
"FASHION WEEKS" THAT HAVE :
SEVERAL MAJOR EVENTS- ' .. can't

. HERE WE SEE THE f believe she's e B —
PREPARATIONS FOR ONE OF ' tirying Go poach - . S G Noway. N
THOSE SHOWS. PLUS AN people here ... , _ & Capecially not

With? 4he's got. Weird ideas. she A £ B Me this gig.

/1 mean, Shani, do what
You want ... I'm not in |
charge of you ... but ... A8

Who isthatZ S| \ ff: s e ; :
: - thinks I'm too small bo be 8 model ... \ Yeah. Sama's
I bhought she was going to BRI RS and that Chelsea's too big ... and 4 actually nice to

try bo come talk bo me, @

libtle While ado. - that Emmy's too brown. L work Por.

You think it's Pine to ruin
MY business just because you
can't admit the way things

actoally work? : i You have got to be out
I see you = ~ o your mind iP you
warning \ . _ bhink --
everyone away :
Prom me, Wou
know.

You --

You
wouldn't see it No one wangs to
if you weren't see You Model clothes.
somewhere you're R Youre not what they
hot supposed come to look at.
to be.

, But becavse you Noumiie
If Sama Pinds can't deal with that,
You here she'll I've had to cancel two
probably B shows, and probably the
strangle you. other two.

Is that Pair?

e

7 Ibwasn'ta S——
\_  sUggestion.

—

""\._‘"'-_

( And I might clap. SO ' -

3

, "-,.
A h——
—— e

T,

7/~ Ugh, but you're s0
| Limy/I don't make |
\. Children's clothing. /
I think you owe me -
restitution. I think
Wou're going to have to
come work For me.



THEE E DHYS LATER

You just Pollow the

¢lifPs until You run oLt of
¢liPPs. As they start to
Platten outs, it'll stop being

beach and start being
hot swamp.

Jungle wetlands, iP

Usvally
When we need to
do something like that
we Pind somebody who
¢an portal us. But it's
harder Por &
stranger.

Anyway, it makes a
big diPPerence. Not only is
this route shorter ...
Crossing the desert -- well --
hot many people ¢an do that.
And not many people are
Poolish enough to try.

QK. That
SEems simple
enough.

Well, you're
probably taking the right
approach ... easier than

trying bo go south Prom
Gravtower, across the
desert ...

Yeah. I went to
@raytower Pirst, and
learned that. Then I had to go

back tio the Souk to try to Pind A

a portal here. started
completely over.

But at least -
with bhe desert
route I had some
idea where I was

going.

How dangerous is
this going to be, do
Wou think?

I know I have to go
down the coastline ... but the
coast is isolated Prom the rest of
the Yards, isn't itZ

Not completely. The cliPfs
calm down at the north and
soubh ends of the coast, and
Yol run out of beach.

Hold on, I've
got a map.

Swamp's another
story. All kinds of
things to avoid there.
Creatures. People.
Some plants.

Plus it's hot
and sticky and

you'd rather. We call it hot:
swamp because the one up
& north is the cold swamp.

Wou're going to be
soaking wet the
whole time.

And becauvse

it's hot.

On Poot? 8ix, X
maybe seven days
to get to the swamp.

Then probably another
Pour to get to the Par
side of it, where the J
real jungle
starts.

There, at the
edge of the swamp,
that's where the
@Gaja live.

You sure you
want to try this by
WourselPz

No, but I don't
Lhink I covld talk
| anybody else into

Shouldn't be going with me.

anything Por the
beach part. Maybe
a giant ¢rab or two
Lo avoid, but

Especially not
since they'd have to solo
back here after we

that's it. 7 '_ 'f redched the Gaja.

.. Well, be
careful.

SEEENITY- A LECTURE HALL AT THE COLLESE, WHERE DR. CHAFPMAN IS FRESENTING HER FINDINGS.-

... Shouldn't have been 50
long in the making, but it had

an inberrupted history. My Pirst set; of

studies Pailed
catastrophically. The safety
measures I had in place Por the
test subjects turned out bo
be inadequate.

Bot the resulbing mess made
Mg even more aware how dangerouvs
sleep deprivation could be in this
environment, and made me resolve to
continue. Which, later, with better
saPety handling, I did.

Now, the Pirst question I'm
vsually asked is, "We're in sleep.
We're asleep ail the time. How ¢an

someone be sleep-deprived"

But there are
several kinds of sleep. The
active, parbticipatory sleep we
spend most of our lives in here isn't
the same as REM sleep -- deep
sleep, dream sleep, whatever
term you prefer.

Dreaming -- real,
unﬂantmireﬁ dreaming -- is
ecessary. It's how your brain
dae&* certain kinds of required
housekeeping. Without: that

The main Factor
exacerbating the sibuation 5 gy
that the Sleep beds are not

equipped to give vs any sort of
signal of mental exhaustion.

They do with physical
exhavstion. IF you do things
that would tire you out, the
beds will send you "I'm tired, I
heed tio rest” sensations. Bub This is ironic,

bhey don't do this when your # because in Sleep physical
brain needs to rest. exhauvstion is essentially
Paked, while mental exhavstion --
the only type of exhauvstion
sleepers actually experience --
goes Lndetected until people
hotice it's afPecting their
thinking ...
Which is too long.

Incidentally, this leads
to the Pinding that people in
the Yards have better sleep

hygiene than the rest of us. Yards
Polk bend bo have more physical
activity, due to a number of Pactors,
and thus they are getting "tired" |
\ Signals -- and thus sleeping --
more often.

Vgl f;:'ﬁ

I don't think we -
can improve the
programming in the beds to be
more aware of mental exhavstion.
It's not symptiomatic in a way their
instromentation can detect. That is,
the beds can't look at our brain
waves and say "oh, you need
sleep"” -- not with
certainty.

Science knew this long,
long ago, and it hasn't been
Porgotten; but the peculiar

environment of Sleep makes it
easy to overlook.

housekeeping, your mental
processes begin to
deteriorate.

What we Might be able to do
is to program them to give us
periodic reminders to sleep. An
anti-alarm clock, if you will.

THE "CATASTROPHIC FAILUBE"Y IS THE UNDERPINNING OF ISSUES #iy—17.

Thanks o this stody,
we do know the timings Por
those, should we choose to

go that rovte.

The ePPects don't
dccomulate guite as quickly
in Sleep as they would if the

person were Pully awake, so all
the ancient data on this had
to be recalibrated.

Three days is the Pirst
threshold. Once You reach
that, you're probably lapsing
into Pits of microsleep without
realizing it. "Nodding ofP." Lost
time, disorientation, [ack of
Pocus, et cetera.

At six days without
sleep, we start to see
halluginations, psychosis, odd
behavior, paraneia ... to put it in
ubterly non-technical terms, the
brain is beginning to come
apart: at that point.

Now, you
may say that
none of this is
actually dangerous,
except to the
patient.

But, unPortunately, we have
evidence that's not the case. We
have many people who ¢an manipulate
the structure of Sleep directly. Change
things. It's not just maniPesting clothing
and so on. It can be things like
albering obher people. Possibly
without their consent.

Sleep deprivation, at its
extreme, has the double ePPect of
removing many of the inhibitions they
Might have about using those abilities,
and putting them in a state of mind
where they are more likely to vse
those abilities in harmPul ways.

In short, you really do
want people in Sleep to be
getbing enough sleep at all
times.

I didn't test any subjects
beyond eight daws, and only attempted
that once, with a patient who was holding vp
well and indicated he wanted to try to continve.
He was Pine aPter six; he was not Pine aPter eight,
and I stopped the best.

IP I encountered a patient who hadn't slept Por,
say, ten days, I would have serious concerns
about permanent damage, damage that
couldn't be repaired by simply giving the
patient a lot of sleep.

I've made a
recommendation with Serene Barker
-- Who's in the audience today, thank you
Por coming -- Por @ "Wou need to sleep”
warning at seventy-two hours without sleep,
another warning every twenty-Pour hours
without sleep aPter that if the person
persists, and a medical alert if the
person goes Por six days.

That won't: solve the
problem completely, but it
will go a long wau.



= | 1can'tsay
— f:hat Wou're ‘

Not that I can
bhrow you out,

1‘1 .

4 consider that
4% an acceptable
e, excuse.

Ia:'h‘ ?.‘_ =
b ||/ P

A

}

3 ___‘:l-;'

"l

Especially not

'. 5mce I suspect Nat's
WY alberations wouldn't

| have had Pertile enough

ground unless you'd

dlready been of a

=% destructive mindset.

. You wantbed to take
* Sleep apart.
- K h.

or are you

- ey

= | .

& they told me this

7 place wag ruining
everyvihi

idon't think i
believed them really,
not, even then. it's hard
to remember now ...

nat didn't e

Lelieve them. she S
told me so0. she said

the two of ug didnt want

to break gleep because of
that. she said the two

of us wanted
TeEVENdE.

and she was
right ... but she
wanted revenge for

vou don't
131l ~ -
like me.
i Eknow.

5 i'm gor ry W
( u.hu:lut what i did. ;

Sounds like you're
saving everybody lied to
Wou except Nat.

heing thrown out, and she
didn't tell me that. 1
learnied that later. i
learned she probably
deserved it.

sauing you were
recruited
involuntarily?

no, i
volunteered.
.. and 1 wanted o and my reasons for
destroy. wanting revenge ...

Al

oh, 1o, she

lied too.
but iwas wrong.

and they lied to me.

.. 1 think i told myself

a lot of lies too. Jak nok

about that.

]
lLL thld. _!h
me i would ;-r:ha}' l}' _
die when it went off.

i knew that. . |
4 it might have N
heen better if 1 did. -

1

ruby said i
needed to prove )
myself. '
i was ready.
2 -
ghe didn't
tell me it would
hurt 40 much. that i
couldn't make the hurt ;
stop. that the hl-l‘t m Eu'l‘ didn't tell me i'd
I"l“’u‘ break thing bhreak into a million
iw ||'[I]_CLI'[L|' I"+ 3_!‘!1 t.l.'_'l a.'.l.'l't]."' F_]_E.r'l‘. : and ,i"lE.
stop. & everywhere and gee everything Jf;t
and that it would be so hard '-:.:F
to pTH it all back together |\f':.E
and that i'd lose who i ,.-:'-.1'4"" : : |
| was and -- -'.—"' maybe she told me o
e i'd die on purpose.

i
E f becau&;ﬁ it wﬁs E&El&l‘. and .I
E mayvbe she knew i
b -*( “; wouldn't. ;

want to help. i %
want to help make |
everything better.

\

—

 but whenisitall '
right to help? what i
know, what 1 see ...
may. he the ey shouldnt |
. | know all of ‘that? maybe |
WEH; ip Ftljﬁ ﬂl“lli_f,'l t:hE.'fp" nieed tlﬂ fmﬂi E'U.tl .]
consolation, I think | SORES I e AR L
it's Por the best -- Por &
wou and Por A -- that
Wou didn't die.

Though I can see PR
Why thab Might be '

. N\ idon't ... B
What do wou want ) ithink idon' know
hard Por you to Prom me, anyway? [ the rules. ithink there
absorb just now. f’"—'_'_‘_——-".k Wh!ﬂ are you hgr'e-t

~, are rules, but - ﬂj

wﬁ"

That old Ghing.

You call that
eveshadow? IF you
put on any more of it
Wou'll look like Wou got
punched in the eye.
Both eyes.

This is the look
Sama wants For
Lhis number,

And if she
cabches you back ¥
here, Wou won't need
eyes-hadaw to get S
bhis look.

What are you
doing here?

I'm on in Pive minutes.
_ What do you want?



I think wou should
reconsider my offer.

I don't think
You're going to
walkovbon  J
anything. 4

HuhZ
What are 1«

You not only S
¢an't take a hint, |
Wou've --

Kaolin, even if the
answer suddenly wasn't
“hell, no" Por some reason,
do You really think I'd just
walk out on Sama in the

A : Middle of 8 show?
L

All right, don't just sit
there trying te speak.
stand vp. We have to get
Wou arranged --

w....-"h." f,b',Lﬂ
LilZ

Are you ready?

sama's asking ...

LilZ
Where are you?

o
.i i
)

Are you
dressing?
You're running
behind ...

Horrible timing. . Oh, well. I

I would have liked to , /’ I'll make it Work.
2ama’ pick a better pose. Dy -
o Lil's not back -
here. Did she
come out
dlready?

~~ I'msure you Pelt
/ terrible, not being able to
( tell her you were back there.
| Bob You know, she wasn't
N\, Wrong. You're just a

. Mannequin now.

Don't worry. You

won't think about it
\  much longer -~

-- ah, there we go. )

All right.. Let's
portal you out before
SaMa comes in.

FoUR DAYS LATER
\ THE YARDS, SOMEWHERE ALONG THE CLAST. : .
QAP T § A 2 A £ \ an N o e Poison-pussy pests!

-

NRELL B - % g v 1y S Go Puck a cactus!
- \ # : i v :

. ﬁ r,*:.

- = YAAARRGH!

i
u---—_']__,_---'..'l .--""_'"'-,,,.-

Sy I'I S S -.L___.rr" _.r_
T =g

= Hey, soPtskin/
== You gonna run or what?

-—_

IP they sting you,
Hou won't like it!




FUcking bug!

Back ofPar
I'm going to shove
that stinger down
your --

Leave her alone!

Hey, look out!

Yeah, Wou
better run,
assholes!

Huh.,
And here I was thinking
Wou were some Pool
travelling alone without
a Weapon.

Not that big a Pool.
Bought these Prom a
pirate in Piertown.

... Though I
mastily brought
bhem in case I
needed to scare
oPF animals,

Yeah, iP you
were hoping Par

The @gjaz I don't want

{ I take it back. to be pugh op
; ;gfa?.-.rbaefh fou are a Pool. anything, hubHI bhink
brgak i 7 The They're not, that ! “ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁﬁf b
Scalys PEver hostile ... I know : =

with that.

used tio come this
Par east, but they
sUre are now. Cavsing
trouble Por everybody.
That's about all
they're ever
good Por.

they don't like
strangers, but ...

I know the
swamp. IF we're

¢an get Wou across
it ih one piece.

No, no, nhot becavse of the Gajal
You're a Pool becavse you'll never
make it through the swamp.

Poison-asses
should stick to bhe
Pucking desert, where
the only things they can
bother are all just as

nhasty as they are.

Always have
heeded to know the
swamp damned well to
sprvive it, and it's gotten

worse, [ately.
You ever been there?

50 keep those
handy iF wou're
planning on hanging
around here.

Didn't think so.
... Jou don't sband a chance.

d /)

‘ ‘\% I'd be glad pth""""
' e 'd be glad of the
- ga?:?tjf?-g S K f company,but ... \ _ g
- anyway. BN I hate bo see you just _ i S
- - drop whatever Wou
N§ | were doing ...

iyt
N

&
i

L]
E 3

I was heading

- 2 . back that way
Huh. W anyhow. I live there.} |
SO % Though maybe not [
I'mTlan. d Por too much 4 |

I'm noti.
I'm going to see

longer. £
the Gaja.

What's your
name?

T

Chelle.

_‘JIF-' L o
- N * - - : l.' d o #

3 . -

- w




THE COBBLES- | |

Haven't
been able to
Pind him to
collect Por

weeks.,

. - Hey, uh, Treece, iP
This time I poked rocd : he stifPed you on the cut
around and went to ' ' Por this place, I can
some of his restavrants. - serape it --
All the ones I checked :
are closed.

He didn't tell you? 8

... No, I guess maybe he [
wouldn't, huh?

1

— Piet's gone.
; \d Totally out.
Look, Treece, : Closed up all his places. ’
F[ Whateveritis, I ' I heard he even deleted /s
don't know nothin' i i
about it, honest. / S 45 e.

_pen ¢ & #'!" 1
P 7 This place, it's just
e /. Me 50 he asked Me iPT
- N ok, man [ wanted to keep going on My |
H,_.,UEEZ,E pﬂ:ﬁm : W ( own, and I did, 50. He didn't } / You're a new
I I L r J . g
W \_even make me pay Porit. / W business owner
”~.,H,\ ~_ Just gave it to me. PR now, Lovie. You get
g ~—______:::‘H___T_,.r R ~~“a grace per*md,
Huh. | — :
Where'd he go? SRS
Y loidea.
I just want bo N\ Honest! N .
kriow When you | I don't 6hink he bold .. I;Ljf,’;"‘g pd
last saw Piet. /o ol anybody. : Weeks.

SERENITY- LoU LAURENCE'S OFFICE.

LoU IS A PECDUCERE AND AGENT- THEY HAVE
BEPRESENTED RUBY AND TEISH FOR MANY

The is5ve has ~~
YEARS, AND HAVE BEEN LEYNA'S SIGNIFICANT
OTHER FOR @UITE A FEW AT THIS FOINT.

{" The problem is )
—\ Ruby. —
alwaus been that N . ' y
bhere's not much point B '
THEY DON'T TURBN UP IN THESE STORIES AS OFTEN AS
THEY DESERVE T&, HENCE THESE NOTES.-

in getting one iP I'm s
hever inib.

V
A 1N
circumstances are K N ‘h .
_ changing, though, and _
g £ I'll probably get one as §> She met me Por
g #t‘-ﬂg aﬁLﬁ'-EaeH!Dah so0n as I Pigure out
actual office.

. -
Bl coPPee E couple of N
- /' Months ago® to tell me she
e was getiting back into doing
~ S passives, and I was excited,
' - . and I prepared some
@Going through Lou W J pd . material Por her ...
' was a good idea. You khow , s ' /
- Where to Pind them, and they y
TRISH CARTER, ACTOR AND DIRECTOR, Diihoss Mugne Koo
FRIEND OF BUBY AND COLLABORATOR WITH -

where to Pind me.
HER ON SEVERAL FPERLOJELTS.
ALSO NOT SEEM IN THESE STORIES OFTEN ENOUSH.

... dnd then she
disappeared again. [
di , & haven't heard a word
B il ) Prom her since then.
I've been '
told that. “aga

No reply to
messages.
Nothing.

=

=Y

* N WP,
Look, I know the ... uh ...

T
5 : One oP those < : s
g
: 00k, 1 K What: “repair jobs." The o0k N
“repair jobs” You two do are really . ' came completely apart. Alot |
important, and I don't want to get |, ! : oP people here in Serenity
) in the way of that ... - e KR - didn't even realize it had
B o RN e R e A - & happened.
7 . but it seemed like . " The damage was the
Ruby really did want to - : . 7 Work of one woman. Ruby N0
: rreaba_gt this part of her life, [ conPronted her. At least, we think \
£\ Yknow? She needs to be able to st she did. None of the rest of us
B do that. You've got to give her __ . ! N were there. We'd all been ...
. enough space to -- Fo AN captured,
¥l 2 "'*p Trish, I did's < el \ N Pt - -
interPere with her. I'd love to A Y What we do know for O
see Ruby do more of that kind of ; S/ sure is, whatever Ruby did, it N\
work. And she didn't stop doing A N solved the problem -- but we 8,
FEIES'”‘?EEE’:E‘”?&‘?;;SE : 2 ; | | haven't seeh either the woman | =
ON'G KNOW Whif Sne ; . or Ruby since then, As Par as A0S
stopped, really. AN T know, hoone has, 0
rf P! h - 3 : +EI - -

/
24

e e
o

This isn't like that.

Buk ... bhat's terrible!
UnPortunately.

Can't we do something?

Believe me, I'm trying
everything I can.

o

I think all you cando
"W right now is be patient. I’M)
Ruby has actually ,  surewe'll Pind her. .
disappeared. =

o e
e

7 -
A T+ ...1just have no idea how
: ‘ . \. longit's going to take.

e,

e,

T



Missing,
though ...
S50 MUCh ...

Pon't =
werry about '\
that. It'll come
back to you

later.

No, I mean you're
making good progress.
You really did well on
Pocus that time.

-,

It's probably

You're coming
together much
Paster than I

expected.

better to not have any
of that getting in the
wau right: now.

I want you to be
as if you didn't exist
bePore this.
Beginning again.

You're a brand new
creature.

Would Wou like
to pick a new
hame? Maube we
shovld do that.

THERE'S NOT ENOUGH SPACE TE EXPLAIN THIS, BUT THERE ARE SEVERAL SCENES IN #4% WHICH ABE A &00D STAET.

3 - ™ S “"‘ {#‘1‘;‘:"{1}:}
... 501 tried doing \ | - BV
/  passives, but people J ' :
keep saying I can't act ...
and aPter that I wasn't sure

what I was going to do. I
\ didn't really expect to

. [and here ... i

But it'as nice so Par! '
some of the people in passives
can be really nasty, y'know?

Ok, just her lePt.
She's a pain to dress. Can't
ever wear pants, and any top has
to be able to slide under her

[ePt hand there.
" Oh, weah,

bhis is a good
erowd.

Wish sama
would replace her
With one with

joints.

Wish she
waouldn's hang
these 50 high...

Nobody
gets jealovs or
/ petty or anything. I

/  think it's because
“&1 | there's enough Work Por
- everybody, and the
' designers are good about
sharing ... Sama even
oPPered Me this job
becauvse she covldn't give
Me enough runway
work vntil I got:
mere practice. .

e

=g

r Well, almost

"nobody. Kaolin's horrible.

R I don't know what, her
19, problem is.
s "_5. 3
-"_ rﬂ .|.
, ‘l

. '||| | '
- | | \ Ny
R :

5 L 3
t{ Yeah, T heard that. A
- C ; I

" Gotta go get \
2| her outPit. I'll be |
helsea, do Wou think she had
¥ anything to do with Nora and

right back.
Lil disappearing? Punno.

But I'd believe it.

. _ Wou the realreason
/ éorry it book a while. I she won't let you walk
[ had to steam it a libtle. : more. Meanwhile I tell
ama just kind of lePt it in a | , . R the bruth and get
pile. she's vsvally a lot ' i YiFr - puhished Por it.
N, heater than that -- -t '

Ah.
gama's Pat
\ charity case.

& ahe won't tell

.
/7 T'dlike to ™
/ pot ywou into
better shape,
but it doesn't
work. It didn't
work with Nora.
Sebs too
quickly.

l'.-' & ‘;:E:': llg'” .;
,,.- :'J v "'_,'i.-:
= .{ Shani?
F H :"
A Where'd you go? 4

o
s

-

u o

- e

i
I_‘
o

7 gkl ' N
sure I can Pind
Wou something

\ towear. /
R

i



R P ko 1:'-, ! 1 q,f-rrrn[‘:"'*ta ‘
FOUR DAYS LATER ISR PR R

THE YHEDE- CHELLE AND T'LAU AEE h.-’EL-E.- INTZ THE .JUA.H*.’..-E WETLANDS.-
i

ISl tM “ Itsnaf:a 50 A llh_.’.‘.lﬂ . “I
{ bad, really, even ]

if I'll never be i d |
dry again. - Sar®iai
i -

KRy

H

d "';
T F

I warned you.
Not a place Por [ e T s " | g e
soPtskins. ch EUANL - n Rl e ol o Mudbacks?
> NP f T - 3 Are those animals?

S r—

Wet's the QUL 3 SN, v

least of our ; 3 L, :
worries, I don't | S = | o Might as well be.

know how we haven't They're like me, but bigger,

run inte any | . g .
mudbacks yet. '. T , Meaner, and dumber.

Should I try
bhe pistols?

Well, diplomacy sure
as shit won't work,

@Got it covered.

Figured.
Their skin's too hard.

We need a plan
B, Past!

Keep stunning them gl
until I ¢an get them all to
' stay down.

Thew're too stupid to ron.

CENTURY-

Everyone, this is . 4 .’ =4+ What Twant to know
,.-. Elaine Coleman, I'd like to ' v A i5 Why we're here,

thank you all

Por coming.
Never got a chance

Lo know Your momma, I
get that, but iP you want vs
to tell you how wonderful she
Was s0 You can Peel better
about the whole thing,
Porget it.

Naomi, I only
came because Hou
asked. I didn't come

here Por bullshit. We
need to get that out,
right Lp Pront.

And I'm nots
Wrong.

I know it's asking

, . . a lok, Por you to make

- ... Jou're not
* Naomi and I were Wrong, ho.
Y hoping to Pind more, bub
.‘ﬁ——( none of those leads worked
B\ out, and I think this is as
V= e good as it gets.

-'\'-n.-




7 I'mnot here Por
{ bullshit either, Treece. 1
don't want you to
sugar-coat ﬁﬂjbhlﬁg I =
x ,ru-st vant bo know. .

~ I barely remember her.
Even bePore she lePt, it Peels
sometimes like she wasn't
really ever there

I take it You

Lhink she was a

bad person.

I Mmean, she did save vs. g
My daddy took oPP whenI §
was six. Guess he decided he'd
had encugh. When Momma died, I
was nine. That age, out there,
by wourself ... I'd be dead. 4
Awake's real rough. ;’/

e

-'.-'-._

e e
> But as soon as I was

here, she didn't give a shit NG

about me anymore. Whether I
Pound a home, whether it was any
good -- she htra:qht Lp did not
care. It was like "OK, My part's

done now, Pigure the rest 4

. o
out yourself."

THE TAL-E &£F LYDIA -:Z.:;TJLE-"-'L-?-'-.' """-.l"" .H'E
MANY ISSUES. BUT ANYTHING YouU f.-.-ﬂ'\-'

HNEBEE S {111

I can't remember
now if I ever even saw
her again after she
brought: me in.

said, when someone did
{ come along wanting to
adopt one of vs, Lydia
didn't bother to /
£, investigate them e
Naomi doesn't like "w\ F: There were
to hearib, bub I just X ﬁame people Who,
dbout thought: she was my even as a kid, I could
Mmother. he and a couple of tell they were bad
the other older kids were the news.
only ones bothering to
_ takecareofus. 4 - =

_,.--"' —
And we were .
damg a lovsy job of 1.
it. Too young to &
know how.

I worry sometimes about
bhe ones who ended vp with
those. I hope they came ovt OK, but
seeing how messed Lp we are in
some waus, I'm thinking they
probably didn't.

i

E'Fl"-.l.- Hﬁﬁ EEEN TE-D IN FITS AND STAETS £VER
L WK TS Dis THESE SCENES LOUT.

THE YARDS. T ’Lqﬂu bEE:FDE.ﬁ THE‘:-" HEED A EETTEHELTEE FOR T#MT NIGHT ’-‘5 CAMP, AND MANIFESTS EEMETH#-E'- AFPFROFRIATE -

Py J-F'r-’r""-'f

”#?W?’aﬁll, :
.-"'

.ﬂl-..'

Haven't seen
any wisps in this
area ...

.. bpon
sbilts will keep
out all the
animals ...

‘ih ill. N
My ¥

e m—

dan I know
what she said?

aure. something
about @ war of Pive ...
even she wasn't sure what
that meant ... and that when
the swamp was blue the
problem would solve
ibselP.

Bot even iP that
means anything -- and I
¢an Pigure out what it means
-= We might: not be able to

wait Por that.

.. and the Gorches will

keep away th

e mudbacks.

Everywhere I go in
the swamp, all I see
these daws are mudbacks.
There may only be two or
three of s left. Hell, I
Might: be the only one.

You know, your
skin's not actually
all that hard.

T'Lav ... I'm sorry if
this is an ofPensive
guestion, but ...

The mudbacks ...
are they related to
your people?

They are my
people.

Something's been
charlginiq us. Uh ...
devolving, I guess is the
word. Becoming more like
animals. I can't Pigure out
what. I don't think it's the
wisps. They do wild shit,
but not like this.

or vsed to be,
anyway.

I went to
Piertown to ask a
seer what to do
about ib.

r

You're not sure?

We're not a tribal
people. We don't Farm
villages or nomad groups or
anything like that. We roam
alone, and only meet: each
other by chance. o it's
hard to tell,

Maybe the ones
that are left are
hiding somewhere. Maybe
there's none left. All I
know is I haven't seen .. We
another Por weeks now. S have 3 custom,

When we encounter

And I miss them. one another ...

.. well, never
Mind.

.-..l

*-:r.w. ﬁﬁ-.f _




SEEENITY --- WHERE IT DOES SCCASIONALLY RAIN.

... bhe real
question’s whether we want
to go Por, W'know, the open
promotion. Are we Pronting with a
heon ¢lub or a very discreet Well, it we

private salon? go the private

wal, it really does
need to be a kink
house.

SET

= Hrm.
bl = You know I
= don't --
I know you
don't. But, @ina, that's
what it's going to take. We
can't do the big lovd kind of
vanilla party hovse anyway.
We don't have the
resources.

We don't have the people
to do Past Pood, and we don't
have the rep to do gourmet meals.
We're going to have to build rep, and
we can only do that by oPfering
something that's hard to Pind.
SEUPP Por weird tastes.

We've got: a
customer, a regular,
he's ... well, he's

doing stuPP. Messing with our

heads. sometimes our
bodies tioo. It's hard Por vs to
tell. He undoes it when he leaves.
But we've been talking about it
and there's definitely
sgmebhing going on.

I mean, if that's how he N
likes it, great, but he needs §
to settle terms in advance,

Wknow? Ask Pirst, 4

And we're all worried one
day he's gonna pull something
and not recover us Prom ib.

Pid you tell sil

about all this? ail doesn't wank
: customer unless we can
prove it to her, and se
Far we can't.

CENTURY.-

I['ve got to tell you ... ik
was strange, seeing you
come in with that look.

To me boo. I
looked in the mirror
and didn't recognize

Myself.

I'll change back
soon. I just thought it
Might: be better Por Elaine to
see me like this, Por some
reason. I don't know.
Separation.

I Peel a little bad Por
her. I think, no matter
what she said, she was

hoping to hear good
things about Lydia.

Bot I wasn't
going to soPten it,
especially not when it's
become 50 clear that there
wasalotoP...um...
other damage.

And aPter
that whole
speech!

It's not about
that! I'm QK with
that part. I /ikethat
part. That's the
problem.

It's about risk.

I get poti in
dangerous situations.
Whether I like it or not,
and I think it's about to
get even worse than it
i5 now.

IF you run with
Me, You get put in
danger, and I don't
want that. I can't

take it.

I ¢are about You
too much to put you in
that kind of risk. I don't
want anything to
happen to you!

Helane!
Nice to see You.
Been a long time.

You want to go
Pind a coPPee or

| something? It's
s damp out here.

I didn't
Y know where to
I Pind wou. And I can't;
I have to be back at
A work in a8 Pew
Minutes.

Thank Wou Por
answering My
Message, though.

Lo o)

I mean, do you
think I'm wrong? No, but that

doesn't mean I have to
be happy about it.
I'm just not sure I'M cut oLt Uh ... Kari

Por that. Nob as much as :
P says sometimes
You are, definitely. You ... Pix things?

Problems?

I think wou just
haven't embraced
Wour inner weirdo

enough Wet.

sometimes,
Yeah. Pepends on
the problem. You

have one?

We can
probably help with
that, but ...

The two of vs
aren’t going tio be able
to just go in there and
get in a room With him.
Especially not if we're

going around Sil.

We're going to

have to use You as s
But I don't . You won't just be
think we even bhe instrument. the trap. You'll also
will ... and we have to be the bait.

need to bust
bhis guy.

We'll give you an
address. Come Pind vs
there tomorrow and we'll
Pigure out what we're
going to do.

I learned some

You know ...
i Wpﬂ'ﬂg tgﬁ'gﬂhﬁ, and ¥ = ca s

: thing. I hit the point months ago where I was
U"tr[;f J.:g ;ﬁﬁ';’jf.}‘?* e just "OK, give Elaine what I promised, and

be done with it."
\ What I picked vp
) Prom Lydia was that I
; had to be able to
completely take care of
: myself, no obher support at
- g all ever, becavse no one
else was ever going to
be reliable.

And Pauline ...
/ didn't help with that ver
MUCh. T Mean, she was there g AndnowLhave
When I needed her, but she didn't More space and energy
expect me to need her very often. bo concentrate on the good | /
And now she's oPP p[ﬂﬁiﬂ? i the parts of my liPe.
Yards all the time and I can't

Pind her even when L do 4 Like you.
need her. y Yes, but ...

I made a big deal about: "I ;
don't get into relationships, I - : Molly, I don'ts
don't need tio be in relationships, I | want to say this,
don't get lonely, I don't have any ; and I khow you don't
needs like that, I am an island ..." ; want to hear it ...
and now I'm realizing that wasn't
really a good thing at all.

... but we can't
keep going.

You want to
khow one of the

things that really , .
pisses Mg ofF
about You? | . '

As soon as
something becomes
important enough to
Wou, it becomes entirely
your decision. When the i
stakes are high enough, -' | |
suddeniy nobody else o
gets a say but
Naomi.

IP this is @ real
relationship, then I should
have a voice. I should get grh Bk, O
help decide what risks it's Ok il 2
Por me to bake. Hell, I should You Tu'rﬂa'ae”gafbiﬂ é’;,lg':’"e‘
probably get to decide, :
N, period. Thew're My risks.

And iP I don't
get a vote, then ...
seeMs to me like it Just want Wou to

wasn't really a e
. . . remember, that was
relationship. another thing vou did
ail by yourseif.



SERENITY-

There! All
Pinished.

And wasn't it
clever of me bo line
Wou up in the order I
made You? This way
nobody will come into
this back corner to | T
see your pudgy £ “ion' enough,
little belly. > especially When two of
Wou are so Useless ... I
have the Whole obher
side to Pill ...

Now, Wha
should I get
H.-.-

JUst like
they won't
bother with little
. biny Nora out

. Pront.

'h_‘__‘- = _._._-l-'-.
r
e L
——

e

Honestly, why you two ™,
didn't just do something

that suited you ...

whatever thatwas ... ./

o

o

' ! “Friends."
e o No one has Priends in this
kaolin? e W Ll business, Wou little Pool. I don't
know where Wou people all get
your strange ideas.

I know Wwou're in here! il B It's
And I know you've got : y° 7/  horrible and
something bo do with my 1 / cutﬂhr'aart‘- -~ look at
Priends disappearing! What Wou're all trying
to do to me -- and the
only way to respond
_ 18 to be just as
N Vigious.

, You're the one
| with the strange
\ ideas, Kaolin --

L9

T,

7 You know, T wasn't N
- even going to use you.
n You're obviousiy

Andyou're a And anyway,

Sy pacist bi _ Yl once you're

-~ T _ : i porcelain no one will
7~ Whatever you ™, - | h Etf"lf gi{é I;:Eﬂa be able to tell.
| did, you're %aing to Head Mok
'..\.""1-.._ Iﬂfx- Irtlj 'jr J” . '__‘_.-"'! mﬂdg[ﬁ ,_,'.

i S

TWe DAYS LATER
A - '

‘ s Listen ... when
Wou get on the
other side of this,
b\ ohce you Pigure it A8
all outs ... -

... come Pind
me and tell me
about it, OK?

Ok, see those
cliffs? Head vp to them that
way and you'll see there's a

ledge around a canvon. Follow the
ledge, and wou'll be at the entrance
to the Gaja lands. It's a tunnel.
They live in an enclosed

valley beyond there. I guess this

Means you're not
going any Purther.

I don't think the Gaja
like my people very much. I
wouldn't want to affect
your chances.

Besides, they Preak
Me ot 3 little.

Assoming I
haven't been
turned into a

mudback by then &

What's your
business here?

I need to
spedk with your
elders,

But about what?

Nathing
intimidating about
bhis at all ...

And you better
hot have.




My name is Tasa. [
am the most senior of the
seers, Since Bur has brought
Wou to me, I assume you are
either looking Por visions ...
or having them.

I don't know
that I'm having
visions. I have

dreams.

Preams
about real
people and

places.

Several times,
what I've seen in
the dream ... has

actuoally happened,
later.

I don't know what
that makes me. 1
don't know if it

Uhderstand,

what then?

o

7 What iP
uhderstanding isn't
possibleZ What will

You are in 8
posibion where Wou
need to understand

means anything. soMme bhings before you »

¢an even begin to
understand obher
things.
And let me see :
But I'm told
your Pace. the Gaja are bhe
only people who
understand this stupp. I
heed Wour help. To
vnderstand. To
deal with it.

This will bake time.
Heji will show Wou a place
Where You ¢an stay.
Go With her.

80, it sounds like
Wou don't really want e
to be a seer? I -- I didn't

5dy that. I haven't gotten

there yet! I'm still
processing that there
even can be such a
thing ...

Ak

/" Oh, dePinitely. '
There's even an &
explanation, if you're & — '
- the kind of person e . When you
. Who heeds one. = E work at it, Wou can
_— ¥ - get 50 You can do
e - x < el  better at Pishing Por
\ It's all data, you =8 specific things ... and
7 know. What everyone's - R your theories get

Well, if you're N
doing. What they're sauing.

That's if you want to

SoMe people can see data they =
wouldn't normally be allowed to. NV
Knowing what some stranger is 2

betba work at it. Some people
: would rather not have it

happen at all. They'd like

actuvally having
Visions ...

doing on the other side of

A4. Like that

Your mind
picks up all these
random Pacts, connects
them, and makes theories

to get: rid of it.

I5 that how
Yoo Peel?

B ... that's the

S Pirst thing you're 18

B\ going to need bo A8
b, Pigure out. 48

about them. Somebimes
the bheories are
correct.

Which is why we
want Bou bo know Wou can
T, always come back and talk to us,
iF you Peel like it's not going well ...
or just have something Wou
need tio Work out ...

- e

" You're letting me go¥
I mean ... do You think I'm ...
ready? f

. | rmm—
' | fomy, pum B
- 1

=
,
"'l

Yes and no.

|

I know, not @
good answer,

==

e B

b
' S .- He's no danger to himselP
] 7 or anyone else. He's no threat. He
Y won't go back to making the same kind
of trouble. Being stuck in clown mode 50
long has cured him of that. He's not going
L Lo inPlict anything involuntary on
anyone else, not now that he
knows what it's like.

Bot that doesn't
mean he's got his act
together. I personally think
he could use a bit more
therapy.

I appreciate that.

Y’ Do you think

You're ready? T
B | That's a more h
I important

. question. /

. -
= -‘-H_F-.-r.-

—

>~ Iguess..Idon't

" Peel like there's really %

anything else wou can do ...

I'm just, W'know, a little

hervous ... it's been a
long time ...

!““.’.‘r._._-___-_‘-“-‘“‘h\
¢ Thought bout ¥
| while back. )

But we can’t hold
him on that basis. IF I
held everyone who needed
therapy I'd have to Pind

- - _ space For two-thirds of
7 Make Polk heg cause ; Ad.
| han't dores ... bub
\ clowns an't 5o heg. £
o _f,

-

; Could make bug.
Could make pile dirt. TR ;
Any. Why lown? heepad Hik
: here any longer
would do him no good,
and possibly do
/ ¥ harm.
. .y N
‘ Let me see iP I can Leyna, Cantwell ~ ~
paraphrase it, Jex, iP turned women into clowns
that's all right. as punishment Por their not
’ wanting to be his lovers. He
wanted to turn them into
| something horrible so that no one
would want to be with them. S0 &
| that they'd be as rejected |
N 4s he was.
R Bk clowns aren't gl
W7 particularly horrific. T know =
Y some people can't stand them, but
as Jex says, there are many worse
things he could have changed them
into. g0 whi clowns? Why was it
important Por it to be
clowns?

¥ We've made it clear
that he can come back
to Us iP he has any
issues, That's as much
as we ¢an do.

Honestiln? I
wouldn't want to guess.

Some people Will do anything e |
else bePore they look Por
counseling.

I've thought about that
many times myself, Jex. I
bhink there are still some

things in Mr. Cantwell's mind
that even he may not
redlize are in there.




CENTURY-
M All rights, vile
s villainess, your
villainous villainy is
about to be ... Uh
- ... Yanguished. 4
Co

Didn't anyone

tell you the rules,
litble kitty?

Ananke

MISTRESS 0F compuLsion (&

The only person
who gets a card in
here is me.

You really did
think You were a ~
syperhero, didn't wou?
Silly thing.

You're a Loy
superhero. A
pretend hero. For
children to play at
being superheroes
& witih.

¥ How could wou
possibly be a real
superhero? You don't
have enough mind to even
MOVE on Wour own. You
depend on realpeople to
Move Wou and pose Wou
and make up 5ﬂane-5
For you.

And now, the
tariliing am ‘entures

The Lec:pard
- Ghe worid-Camous
sUper-incompetent
sUperhero!

Your herrible
schemes can't stand
Up to the cunning of the Leopard--

Damn it, my title card
Mmust be broken.

You need a better name
anyway. 4o vnoriginal. And
that outFit looks more like a
cheetiah than a leopard.

Activally, you could vse
a new oubtPit boo.

Dh: 0
prepare to - =

Pace your ..
MY Skills and
20n Hfﬁg will

Ji;

il
/s It's so cheap.
Look what happens if ‘-l
we change the
material a little ...

Now it's the
dipped-on vinyl outPit on
a drugstore action P:gur-a
Something you'd see on @
low-quality, second-rate /

Loy. 7 . i .
" 7 You know N

what that )

_makes you.

S | _..-r""" ‘#.':-

You're a toy.

You've alwaus been a toy.
You'll always be a toy.
You've never been anything
but a toy.

Now, put on a nice
smile, puppet, and we'll
get Wou set Lp.

In tonight's episode, the
Leopard takes on the sinister
Pr. Brainwash/!

Will she leave the Leopard with even

less mind than she began with? Anyway, of

course I enjoy it. You
think I do this Por the
Mmonew? I'd charge a lot
more iP I was.

-’-
you?

Ha, wait ...

' ,f'fﬁfau shouldn't be in
" here right now. IP
Wou're here as a
customer, My next
available time's
- LOMOPPOW
. dPbernoon.
_____.--""

cur story

begins at ---~
d }’cru r-eatlu enjoy

bhis, d-ﬂﬁtjgu ' r" wourself. We

Not as much as she will.

y U"'HﬁpIEEEEF ‘\

robotics don't need

"'\

\bo play these kinds /

N of games.

g il
e =

IF YOU HAVEN'T PREVIOUSLY SEEN ANY OF THE STORIES WITH APRIL, AkA "ANANKE," YOU'RE PROBABLY A BIT CONFUSED. KEEF BEADING-

.'*
F
i




i 1

It's taken
Mme mMonths to
Pind ot what

happened to
Briset.

Nobody knew
anything. Nobody saw
anything. Finally I Pound
one person wWho'd heard
Wou Might have her.

In case
Wou didn't
notice, I have a
aJustomenr. She
paidPor this. I
am on the 4
n.-lll.':'f-'lﬁ

Though, really, I think
she's got to be here, T
because by this point I've I can't just

gt o leave her hangin, ; .
looked just about 'whireIa-g g I'M not: leaving.

everywhere eise. Would you like to bry
\  to make me?

I want to talk ]'

O ne
Lo her. e But Ix wants to
speak with you and won't
take 'go to hell' Poran
answer,

J_:

FOR THE STORY OF BRISET, SEE #34. IX HAS BEEN ABROUND MUCH LONGER THAN THAT, AND WAS LAST SEEN ASKING AZU ABOUT BRISET IN #49. |
o : R '

What has she i 7" You had a (" Oh, spare me.
done to You? P \ methodology. ™
% A way to alter ] L

, , F 7} | PAGHIZ . “Less than 2
We ¢an help you! § two days after (N
We can get you back R Azu gave you that

Lo yourselp ... ; Y Avirus. coat of paint, wou
- Call it what it: is. : were out pretending T

For giving people ) __ that the things Wou

Lhecant the - FY 9 > robot brains. 4 were doing were
implication. M .\ = i = 5 o

> ¥ S ) “programmed" to

Why do you \ : and had no
want it Who's _ Choice.
looking Por it

e

This :sa N 3 /4 April doesn't
private \ - . cpammand me, Ix. In 1. | 1 Who ‘
| P act, she remeved R » / '-
i [¥ == 2 ' - ; 4 F . !
G0 = ¢ : : constraints on me Jf) SOV I BOMIET AP et , li
= . quite a while back. A/ ¥ ISR A ' - ,}
W ST . o I've checked

/ on your history. I
haven't been
ignoring
develapmenf.a. I
. know what's going
\_ 0h out bhere.

' | e . . | i | L — -I . | : % -'-..__ F '
: I M gamn £ : ! - ¥ :
I wouldn't want 3 j ' =4 T ; !

" I don't have any - _ e A b o
\ secrets Prom ;lpr'r! : - R T ; - ™~ \

Ix all bent out of | ' _ 't ==
5hape i - _— ] I'm working
P — CWhat dosoowantz ) || { toward a beter
Y A L Puture ... as You J | ._ )
‘ T I P should be ... [ P et _ You neverhave

J| lj . N - : ( motivations of your own, |

1\ IX. Never. They're arwau-_-.-

i
& .-"
’ Ee=|deﬁ Ih:—wp . k . S0Meone else's,
r

| to get back to my | x i \

I customer. " . . BRISET'S VIBUS CAN BE 555u IN ACTIEN IN #34, ALREADY NOTED- r
I = s x's "epEATION" BY AZU IS WAY BACK IN #12, IF YOU FEEL A NEED TE LOOK.
: 4 o . TOLD YU SHE'D BEEN ARSOUND A WHIL-E-

i * P El'p—_'r-l-"

ST VR .
o 7 g _p s _!._ - o Vel - MY Towastoo St
L C s o . e, br"?"'t' Lhere, . You five to Pollow [~
i - R \ - : u, odil ﬂ" You think? orders. g
RN :
NS N =L
It's why you
went robotic in the
. | e Pirst place.
AT ' 7 You know --
/ - B B - MMM -
D e : -- I hear she doesn't
O A believe in sex. 4he
thinks that's For
p— % meat.
/"'5"‘./
/e 15 that what

Wou really want to
aligh with?
Becauvse I think sex is J
very important to wou.
It's just nobody has {4,

You're aching to be
programmed. To be
commanded. To be unable
to do anything but what
Wou're told.

You're getiting hot
just hearing this. No
one's ever understood
this bePore, have they?
And wou can't just Gell
Y \ them. That would spoil
1 ' the Fun.

~_ I'm going to help you out.
. I'M going to be Your oWner now.

" I'm going to
tell You what to do.
: Frergmnguciu do. And

eer Hau get an
every time

you Pollow ¢ ﬂﬂE. m'a %nmg
to be so arovsing. It'
going to Feer 50
good.

get I
hm*# iﬁ Fﬂr'geb why Hou were
looking Por it. Forget that you
 were looking Por it. You know
~,  hobhing about it.

" Why, I imagine Huu'h'. 2 :
" climax sometimes just #
Prom compliance. Jﬂﬁﬁ Prom " And I bhink m‘& -
thinking about how You have no bﬁh iPyovdon't
will of your own, how You have leave this Pacility vntil I

ohlY programming ... it'll send
ou over the edge.
Won't that be nice?

say obherwise. You are
vnable to do s0. You're My
property now, and ¢an do

nqtm:g unless I tell
- ﬂw to dwh.

Excellent.

When you've
Pinished, go to MY rooms
and put yourself in
shutdown mode until I
wake you.




SERENITY-

We were : I'm ot
Supposed to kave 50 bosy setting op PR
OB PO e Por this show, I je
completely
Porgot.

Your skin/
What /s that?
Well, that's :
certainiy a look. i

eahl I
thought: that

- B .-"I __::5:::” Ch ...
;nght‘- be the 7 / it's just @ rash ...

T/ por o F ..." "’FF—-
waolins |

g ————

L

~ T /" What have A rash?

/" i You just braw-""""-l I You doneto | -l' Are you kidding?
\_ Me off or what? / \ Yourself? :

-

Sure, But I can't
do it right now.

C¥K, bt You
can’t show locking like
that ... and you
absolutely do need to be
here in person For the
show, especidlly since
\. You're not doing
PUNWay ...

Pon't remind me. ¥
You know why I'm not. o

I hoped the &7 y
Mmannequins would at § g
least be less work, but i g =
I've stillgob toput 8§
together at least three /&
more and I'm running
out of time ... £

You're designing the
Mmannequins yourself too,
it: looks like?

It seemed like
a good idea. I'm
dlready at a
disadvantage vsing
them, 50 anything
interesting I can
add ...

Kaolin, it's not right!

And what iPI did?

.

" Thew're tryingto N

aestrol me, Raven! They
[ want to drive me out 0
\ business, just becavse I

\ 0PPend them a little bit! E !

25 -

-

7 1b's not Pair, and I think ™
[ it's completely justiPied
[ using them like this! They |
wanted to destroy my career, |

now they can damned well /
help save it!

Pamn it
-- k3P --
that Aurt!

There are people
searching Por them right
now! You've set off a panic/
Everybody thinks someone's
stialking models! .

And apparentiy
they're not wrong ...

You can't
just disappear
pepple becavse you

L o

"-..

You know, I don't
trust anybody else
anymore ...

You were going to leave/ < -‘-:_
':. You were going to leave and go
tell people!

.. but I thought you,
at least, would
Lhderstand.

- g i, You needto get that

[poked ab.

They certainly are that.

... and some
shapes I wolldn't
have tholght you'd

go near ...

" Why don't You just turn them back?
e ¢an Pind a way to recover ...
there's got tio be a way ...




o,

40 ... what wcrmdm""w
Wou like to do?

-
-

It won't |
matter. ; b 4 Just need a

minute to get You
into shape ... 4

- Depends. \

Imean... What de you do? V4
I'm sure you're Who will you be?
just as good.

I'll be anvyone you |
want me tobe. L0

- m
S o
i

Yeah, I have some |
bhoughts about that. ' :

F_-.

B
S SOTHIS IS WHAT YOU
WRNT, FOOLISH LITTLE MAN?

=

Irwin,
what, --
what are you
doing to me?

I Peel weird --
I--uh #L)

No/f
s

Something went

Looking Por Wour earrings?
I grabbed them when I rushed wou.

They must have ...
. lcanPixit! Now, why don't ou tell -
I'm sure I can Pix it! me how they work.

by 4 But Irwin, sweet,
I just have to -- _ (T, i

we're not going to talk |
about what I want. We're |
going to talk about what A2
You want. R

You're going to tell

me exactly what you
were about to change me

into. In every detail.

Mind, body, all of it.

And as you do, that's whab
we're g-ﬂfng ko change youinto.
You'll be living the dreaw’

‘:fjfgf-‘ - T . Won't that be Pun?
You have to give i
those back -- No, you have to be
; . good and not make
They're gone? . trovble and tell me

Wait.! - how thel work.
What happened? -

... You just have to
think oF what wou want ...
Pocus onit ...

THIETY MINUTES LATEE.

It's really kind of

( impressive how unimpressive I

that was.

_ have done it in a heartbeat.

7 Right? This is edsy sbupp. I
he'd asked me to play this, I'd

It's a shame. I
thought he was kind of a
sweet: likble gy, apart Prom
the consent problems.

: Anyway, bhanks
For the hint about the

earrings. And the suit
worked great!

We'll thank .\ .
Leuna For you. She ™
keeps improving it. It 8
still doesn't: dePlect
everything, but it's
pretty good.

Uh, Helane ...
when you said wou'd
provide wour own
distraction ... did you
just have that look /
Iying around? -

" 1 had a regular customer a
couple of years ago wWho
was really into that kind

oF thing.

= gfgg‘rg D

What do we do
with her?

more staPP. Ina |
ouple of months I'll

" Oh, we can use
.
change her back.

| like this was too )
P horrible Por wou

Ch, no, it
was Pon!

IF wou ever need help
like this busting someone
else, let me know.

... I have an idea.




wmé Latee |

S48 LANDS, Ty vAEDS.
— f Sl &

I had a dream about
Wou last night.

A good one, or
a bad one?

SR S A

A true ore.

I think.

Tasa would
like to speak
with wou.

|
L o choice here that doesn't 45 : Eguf;‘lh&r;h”he :-ﬂu
T change you. A ol consider that a lot
. 5 : i more of an obstacle
N7 Unless your choice is - ks - than I do ...
./ to make no choice, and I don't ! .
bhink you came here just to r
walk away.

v
)
} ~ 7

g
'-'.I
- |

e |
]_-' Understand, there is

-

—

- T

IP wou want to be rid of
the visions, we can help You shuk
out those parts of your mind. But in
doing so, You'll also have to shut ovb
many otiher parts. You won't be
the same person,

g' ’ IP you want to learn to

.7 handle the visions -- bo become a
seer -- We can teach You. But we
don't beach outsiders, so, Por a time
at least, wou must adapt to our

ways ... and aPter that, you Vo _ ko -
won't be the same person. ) I mean, I
: o dlready was

I e B prepared taéﬁ;&
B B 1 don't think trying to _ & Tacincd o il
' Lurn oPF My brain is the B g f . t'f" d
right answer. A A "
. Doyou? a2 E 4

e

There isn't a right answer.
nd the decision has bo be Jours only.

Bub, Wes, I think you'd be . > 1 : :
Unhappy With that choice. You'd need to \° i e L TﬂUb%iﬂ gpﬁgﬁgﬁt 11[::1&9 Wou
shot down many of the things that make I~ However, the other : Yool '\ What am I missin gh SrE? L N
_You inberesting. Dreams are A path means you will AR Y wid? S WL alda b
[ N inseparable Prom imagination. 888  have to adapt. 1 TR oy . ity adapt.

- . .
=LAy o
— A i - - =
b g I S R e et T SEe - <

B F TR Y

i . s

SR, T

e+

This is going to take
some gebbing vsed to.




THE SCHOLZ ESTATE, HIGHPEOINT -

ARIANNA, LADY SCHOLZ,
HAS UNDISPUTED
CONTEOL OF BOTH HER
OWN ESTATE AND THE
VACATED/CONGUERED
DELP ESTATE- LLED
DELFP IS NOWHEEE TL BE
FOUND AND NEITHER IS
MOTHEE COBVEN OF THE
CRDERE OF VISION.-
VICTORY WAS TOTAL -

YOU'D THINKE ABIANNA
WoULD BE HAPPY WITH
THE SITUATIZN,
WOULDN'T Youz?

WELL, YoU'D BE WRONG-

Where the

Puck

i5he?

-~

You know, I let you be my
assistant becavse You were the
one person oLt of Wour group of

devout idiots who seemed to
have a grasp of tactics.

f o —

Ll

{ff-

#
-

»

&

i

I don't have to :
dePeat Brendan. [ just
need to hit him hard
enough to distract him. Only
For a Pew seconds. That's all [
need. Then I torn him into
somebhing that can't talk or
move or recall, and I lock him
in a box somewhere., I've
got a special hat ready
For him.

g

-

possibility he's not in

He'll still be in _ 1508 R D)
Highpoint, he'll still be e 8 et
alive, it won't aPPect Ty R s

anybody's property ... and I'll
be in charge of the whole place,
Wwhether everyone else
\ knows it yeb or not.

]

Aty

..- -|t
Bl
'

o

But Pirst I have
Lo Bind him/

o 2
F 7#"1 _‘:.
3
You're sure 3l the spies o \ :
__have reported in? ‘

N "
\ Yes,
3 milady, though I
. = remind you dgdin that : And I'll remind

we didn't infiltrate ~ Wou that Bonisova
Bonisova -- wasn't worth the trouble.
ighpoint's charity case, hiding |8

up in the mountains with the

men he keeps around as his

harem ... Brendan wouldn't

go there in a million
years.

SEERENITY-

Why, that looks
almost like remorse!

or do You

i/ just have a
4 headache Prom
\ Your brain cells

s VibriPYing?

Fun's Pun, but
every party has to
end sometime,

Eventually
You run out of
cockbail weenies and |
litble paper
——2~_ Umbrellas. _~
Huh? )

T —
_.-r"'-...

r

| W

L~ IPI thought
“ Wou were going to
have wour show and
then turn them back,
that'd be diPPerent, but
Wou can't now, ¢an you?
You're in waytoo
deep.

K
f
I

{

It's time to quit while
7 You're behind. I hate to
\ shatter wour dream, but
' bhem's the breaks.

And you think
Wou're going to
Make me?

B

Al T have to do is --

,
e
B

> wiady.

S

| absolutely needed, Por an hour |
L or two at most, Por wears. He |
\ hates the other zones. And

" |
Milady,
I've Pinished the
designs Por the

soldiers --

Ivig/That's
hot important
right now.

Pon't you

hear me
ranting? We've |
got other things

to Ghink about A8

You said
that making a
stironger Porce
was our Pirst
priority.

That: was

before we
couldn't Pind

Brendan!

What good's an
attack Porce if we don't know
-Where the person we want to

e Ak abtack is?

Brendan isn't a good idea
anyway, milady. You can't defPeat
him. He'll Plee Pirst, and then
delete wour holdings.

And if you
did dePeat him, a lot of
Highpoint would probably
disappear.

—

7~ Anddon't N

get sarcastic
with me, Ivy. You

want me to lock vp

wour button
again?

A

;"“!‘r‘

o, Q

-

You were
eventually going to
have to take on the

other estates anyway.
Proceed with that. It will
attract Brendan's
attention, and he'll have
to come intervene.

There's

dlways the -

3
Highpoint ...

e

lord is he hasn's left g
Highpoint except when 0 ;
= :
Then I
propose
dnother
approach.

they hate him.

At T

... IvY, I apologize.
You do understand
backics.

]

=yyranld
L TP

Al rights, let's see these
hew designs of yours,

Y'know, I kinda Peel like I
had a prior ¢laim on the whole
harlequin schbick.

I may have to suve you. I'ma
conundrum.

( What the --7

e,

= L gl
_"Ii' _I‘_. e

b, WA T T

e

7 Who the hell N
are yous

I wouldn't.

You're not big on
selP-awareness, are Wou?

And here I thought
everybody in Pashion spent a
lot of time looking in mirrors.,

That'll teach me.

sometimes, when
Wou do things like this,
they leak.

You really haven't
hobiced?

Been having a
little trovble moving? A bit
sLiPP in the joints? Seen your
hipples recentiy? Have Wou tried
b to change your high-Pire hairdo
in the last cm.;pre of days?
No?

i
—

e

Your best bet is to undo

all oP this right now. IPF wou
kﬂﬂi‘l. Maube that'll Pix you too,

bePore you're just like all your
B,

.\"‘.

models here.,




CENTURY-

|1

NAZMI 1S HAVING TEOUBLE SL-EEFING .-

g.""‘ \

- |
- '-'"-'."-.. e
- —
iy 33,
L™
g
Thought: I saw
something back
there -- -
i—— T
—
= - -
. -
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