I've lived my
whole life in
Sleep, but I do
krow what a
toilet is. I've
even been Awake

long enough,

once, bo Peel the
need ko vse one.

(I Predked ovt. I'|

Oh, shits.
sorry, Doreen.
Ijust got a

thoUght | | | S

soMething was
wrong with me.)

So I don't wake
up needing to
pee. But I do,

dimost always,

go straight into
the bathroom to
take @ shower.

I've seen myself in
Many appearaﬂ 285,

but that's not the
same as seeing one

Hou're not expecting.

Just Por 8 second.
Then it was gone.
That made it even
More disturbing,
actuaily.

Tell you about
it When I get
there. Give me
twenty

Minutes,
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S You decided to
w | Meet Me as an |
b 4 \Aiko. As @ joke. /

.
#
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i

~ What are™,
wou talking }
N\ dbout? /

u-'

j AIKSS HAVE BEEN MENTICNED SEVEEAL TIMES, BUT THE BEST EXF‘J..-AMTJL‘-’-W
IS NEAR THE BESINNING OF SLEEFPER SRUAD B3, IF YOU'RE CONFUSED.

Now, what do you mean,
Meeting you as an Aike? &

.
S
i

..--"""‘I - "--.‘“
I think I need ™,
(ba cancel on lunch, )
\. Poreen. /

e

Wait! CanIdo
anything?

\l I'll see you lafser ,F

e

e

Lﬂuna? : :
I-- <
sorry bo just come over. You
3 didn't answer the ... JK, I was going to get

5 phone. wour help, but You've

answered My
question.

I really need your hetpn _}

-*-

i —

(on, ki, Ruby. )

Zan you remembenr
how to do Wour recall?

Um. I'm not
sure. Why?

Every
time somebody I

... bhere's
calls, the phone ‘
eats it. somebhing really

weird hﬂI‘JPE m’r‘tg.
RUbY ...

No kidding.

My robe is
too big.

Recall if wou
¢an. It Might
help.
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I have to
What are you go talk to

doing here? Midnight, right
away.

i

s
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Do I know her?

.. Oh, boy.
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WE HAVE A SAUNA, [F THAT

WOULD INTEREST YOU.

I'M SOREY
FOR THE PELAY. I
WASN'T EXFECTING

ANTYONE TO AWAKEN

TODAY. T WaAS IN THE

ADJACENT
FACILITY.

Yeah, I wasn't
expecting to be here either.

This is an emergency, I guess.

heed Wou to arrange one of
those private meetin

-.. PONE.

THEEE WILL BE A
DELAY OF ABOUT ONE
HOUE. SHE SENDS
APOLOGIES.

B

OoP.TguessI T
Find a way to kill
bime out here ...

T

The betiter part of an hour and one refreshing cold shower laber, I met with Midnight in ..

A lavndry room?

I like to keep Wou on
wour toes. Besides, this
reflects my mood
accurately.

I gather you're here
about the chaos.
Where's Leyna?

I'm relieved you're
conPirming it's actual chaos,
and not me losing my mind.

Leyna's
Fallen into the chaos.
You probably need to do an
inkerrupt. She wasn't sure
she could remember her
recall.

Do you have any idea who's
doing this?

None, nor howit's being done, which
is the more important question.
Manipulation on this scale isn't just

"impossible without very high access." It's |

sQpposed to be impossible, period.
aameane has Pigured out @ new trick. 4

gﬁ;ff

I
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There are uvnused
private spaces all
over sleep. I have
| some myselb. sets Por
1 scenarics I May vse
again, For example.

N gpace is dimost
N inPinite--you have to
o Use an awlul lot
before it drives up
Wour bed Pees. 5o
peopie leave things
IWing arovnd.

N The designed-to-be-decrepit |
| greenhovse Midnight directed|s
Me to had surely been 3 seb.
HopeFully it had been For
soMething clean, becavse it
didn't look like a8 comfortable
place to have sex.

She was working on
one of the Eanks. I
didn't want to think
about what she was
using them For.

DAON'T ENOW WHS THIS IS7 52 FEAD SLEEPER SSQUAD #2. =T

I don't suppose
there's anyone else you
¢an tap For help on this? I'm out
oF My depth with the systems
stOPP. I do better with
people.

Exactly the
opposite of Leyna.

I'll see iP I ¢an get her

FARDON MY REMOVING
MY SAEMENT.
IT GETS DAMF.

You're supposed tio
be nude in arsau;ta
WA, right! Why did you have
to go into the next
Pacility? I assumed

YES,
bedders weren't allowed

THOUSH IN
FRACTICE, AS
LONG AS WE
MAINTAIN
REEASONABLE
RESFONSE TIME IT'S
TOLERATEDP. THERE
IS VERY LITTLE TO
Do HERE.

3V3 AND L12
ARE NEAR
ENOUGH THAT
THE THREE OF
US CAN PAY
SOCIAL VISITS
\  TO ONE
A\ ANOTHER.

o
N

L

O/ Well, I'm glad 6o
hear you have company
out here.

- ‘ l < IF you don't mind my asking,
" W DoN'T % What kinds of things do

ACTUALLY DO You talk about?
A LOT OF
. TALKING. THESE
- | BODIES HAVE A
: COMPLETE
RANGE OF =
SEXUAL P Gy . -
jRESPONSE. ;"(" Wait, are you saying I 5(4’ MY JOB. ALSO,
¥

: 2 -

. - Eﬁterr'upbfgyc-ur se¥ [iPe? *l'i-ufi TEEEEI FGE us
N Now I Peel guilty. AVE AMPL
b gonby g OPPORTUNITIES.

R — \  MISSING ONE

WON'T HURT.
.'!o,“.“. .

This worries me enpugh
that I'm risking direct
involvement, though not Prom
the same direction as you.
Whatever this is, it required
high-level access. That only
comes Prom a limited number
of places. I'll work Prom
that approach.

You try to Pind
them on the ground,
as it were.

OK, but I'M already out

oF ideas and I haven't
started. IF you can't Pigure
out how this new trick is done

to leave their posts, or = '
somebhing like that. -

DON'T. THIS &\

e
A

|

then I sure can't.

I need someone with ...

Um. I have
what's probably a
horrible thought.

Punctional again. But I don't think

Wou ¢an wait Por that. This is

dlready spreading
dangeously.

It wasn't what I
was expecting.
Also, it was
empty. But ...

There's
something
about this inner
door ...

-
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You must have really ™
pulled some strings to get
in here. You should be careful. |
Favors like that always /

carry a high cost. .~
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Singe you're not here Lo dr'ﬁg.‘.."'”‘nl
Me oPF, what do you want? o
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" How do you

{h_‘___knaw I'mn

i

e

You'd have

brought wour tall Priend ™
with Wou. Unless she's [urking in )
the shadows somewhere. NoZ /
Well, then. 4

e,

——

I'M going to need you
to break some
access rules,

-

o

- o
-

o
v
-,

Come
in here
where there's

ot?

—_

Mind your
head and Peet.
The rooms are
Mmismatched.
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Oh, 50
Wou're interested
in "how," not: "why."

You might: be pursuing
the wrong question.

I need to have
something to stare at.

Bring the chair over From
the desk if you don't want
to sit on the bed.

_}-f PEGIJ[P all

/' over A are
turning into Aikos.
, Do Wou know what

, those are?

It's aPPecting their

OF course,

It's amusing
that's the default.
I don't imagine they

: have much
persenality.

Memories. Thew're
Porgetting they aren't
really Aikos. A is

about to be Pucked.

And the phones have E:I-susrr:l~
acting strange Por dauvs ...
those cub-oPF calls ...

Bt that would take--

Manipulation
o Without consent is
supposed to need some
, in-person interaction.
or so I'm told.

--Mischief at a ‘\\
very high level. Yes.
That's why I say "why" is
the more important
question.

... Look, I know this
isn't ... I need some help. I
don't guess wou'd want to
declare a truce long encugh
to help me Pix this?

You know,
I'm curious what
Makes Wou Peel this is
Wour responsibility to Pix.
Has someone in a high
position handed wou this
task? Is this your job? Why
don't they Pix it
Lhemselves, with the

better resources
they have?

I didn't waste any time. I recalled
straight Prom there, bhen went
Awake, and asked sve to set Up @
meeting with Midnight AS4P.

Midnight was available immediately,
so clearfy I wasn't the only one
Peeling @ sense of urgency.

7 The laundry room
\_ didn't last long.

Y __-"'"--_

Anywau,
it's certainly not
My problem. I don't \
care it all of A i Aikos.
I've already told you,
wandering around with no
purpase and no brain is
what: Sleep is steering /
everyone toward
anyway.

You're too smart to
let yourself be
manipulated like this.

e
~ Too depressing. e
Even Por my mood. Three of
the big Barkers aren't
-\ responding. I hope Wou have,

.I"

somebhing. o
\\\\‘Eﬁn

~  It's
-'-_~ pha nes, Thﬂae phone
= [/ e¢alls that are getting
: cut oPP are actually
sending messages to the
vickims, I've had a bunch
of cut-oPf calls myselp.
I'm not sure how .
I'm intact.
W ' I knew :
N dislike of the B
telephone would work in my ;
Pavor one day.

You shake things oPP Past. It's
one reason why wou're the

only one who can
continve this. il

No Leyna?

I pulled her out of Sleep.

else. IP these phone messages
are reinforcing whateve
is, though ...

F}L‘———_’H

/" They think -
you're not

\/ answering, and

1 meanwhile you get
A%  brainwashed.

f, heed to do is answer a couple
¢/ more of the bad calls, and she'd
revert, I bet. And they look like real
) ! calls, too. I bhmh they happen when
someone's actually brz_qmg bo

_.--r o

>y aneaky as g
— rﬁach ou. ':!

* BUBY HAS NOT YET MET MENIZA BARKER, BUT YoU HAVE, IF YOUWVE BEAD SLEEFPER "'"*:?H#.l‘.‘-’* #3/y.
MONIZA'S SISTER NATHANIEL WAS BEVEALED AS TH'E VIL-L-AIN IN THOSE ISSUES.
HERE WHEREABDUTS ARE SUERENTLY UNKNSWN.-

R
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v Approach Monica with care. -
/"1 wouldn't have listed her among the bad'

ones, but she's prickly, and there's a Wr!d
\ 5treah in that part of the Pamily tree.

S ’Jaﬁrah Barker, the senior
e emee | Barker in A4 in several
senses of bhe word, also
doesn’'t care Much Por bhe
phone. But he likes it bebber
than having to go [
someplace in person. R

L]
i ..--"'_‘_—-...-r"'-

I can't get a call
([ through ... have to come all
,.Jﬂ' the way to this miserable place
- Why) h# likes it here I don't
> know .. % ing to gnre him a
H__ ]::'re'-.‘r:# oF My ming ..

lH'_
— e
T

Maybe
I have a
conscience.

I don't think
that's wour actual
mobivation.

"How" comes
First. Then I'll think
about "why." This
isn't supposed to
be possible.

It's not only possible, it's
simple. You're just not thinking it
through. All you need is a way to

send messages directly to people's
heads. You don't have to be in the
same room Por that.

There's a systiem in Sleep that
dlready has that ability. And
becavse of what it is, most people
listen to anything it tells them.

Pon't bother
looking in the
greenhouse again,
I'll be moving the
[ab as soon as
You leave.

Mind your head
and Peet in thab
doorway.

.irtd. not something mﬁt‘-
e anone has bhe reach, Much less
the ability, bo do. You're going to |

She thanked me, went back in ______.._—--—_""'
again--and I've heard nothing ﬁﬂ have to go Pind Monica .':.'lr'hﬂ'r"‘_,

o

_'_._._-———-_--...__h
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Why herin - ™ \
//.A - - M particular? 1 o L o
A Right. All she'd b "‘;ﬁl‘eﬂﬁﬁ—-—ﬂ —~ Becavse she controls ™

. *" the phone system. She and
1' Nathaniel originated it. Habhamer ¥
was cut oub, becavse she was ..

well, you've seen what she ,
gat.s up to.*®

i
.-"’},
-
-

_|—




That .

sounds likea )

threat.
[~ I'mnob ~
|/ intimidated by a\
| { hologram witha
[ ~_ManiPesto.

/

I have a theory that Wou can tell bhings about 8
person byl Which common space they choose bo hook
| heir personal space bo. OF covrse, some people don't
hook to 8 common space at all. And some like to move
around. Those choices give Me information too.

Also, the address I'd been given had two
Aikos who were clearly standing guard. I
pavsed tio consider my approach.

Tl
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A lot of Ehe coMMons are just variations on "orban 3
streets,” but the "shibuya" area ... well, put it this : | :

-

L
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S
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way: historically, most of bhe people in A4 are not
Prom an dsian culture. And these streets area [
MishMash of dapanese, Chinese, Vietnamese, Korean. .. |t . _ :
In obher words, completely Pake. As Lake as bhe Sovk. BRI ¥ . A : e B
= - . /1 hope you're not considering™,
+ o { a physical assault. ‘,l
- . There's a betber way. /

I was 3 little surprised Monica Barker would locate
here. But I was definitely getting warmer. Everyone
I saw on the streets was an Aiko, and, worse, they'd
alf completely standardized--same clothes, same
hair, same blank Paces. It was unnerving.

Where'd you come
PromZ And I thought it
wasn't your problem?

I decided to
pursye a different

Monica Barker
[ controls the
phones, a0 you'd
start here, becavse
you're not

stupid.
@ood to know.

What's the better
way?

“They're blanks. They think they're--whak would
Hou call EheM T stand-ins. Extras. They've been
told they're playing guards. We just have to
convinge them bo switich o a new role."”

That shovldn't have worked.
Maube Par you, but not me.
I told her that her new gig was to
walk around the streets trying to

remember and vse her recall. One of these days

Wou're going to be Porced tio
examine the data you are
rePusing to contemplate.
Incidentally, I told mine
she was a chicken.

That: explains her posture as she left.

AMso the clucking.




[ didn't hear you
2 in. Who are you#?
What do wou want.2
There are g
conclusions to be drawn
Prom a person adopting &ah. I hear
symbology of a cuiture i someone moving in
hot their own-- that room over
there, behind the

s¢reen. Ms. Barker?

We need to talk to
You about the
phones.

F:i I .II:'.'lll.'. |'-.".E F

Well,
this seems
completely not
SSpicious.

R

What gave &
it away? 4

Bub I see we're
Pollowing her, |
nonetheless. /

-
-

-
-,

—

IFit reallyis
someone else, this is
likely our only chance to !
Pind out who.

2sistant, too.
Not 13 surprise, 1

(el eTa =

4
SIS ~

1 can Pix that, Ghough.

=

How do you
think she keeps
those bars on? Glue?
Hidden nipple

ske vour

= ML

-

/ Icould write
several psychology
papers on that

oULRit.

g
I'i.-
i

arolng
without being
aFrected by

tl H "E .'Ilnl"l ;

And now Wou won't bother me again.










'T could be wrong, but we won't know For sure one
Way or ancther until we get that visor ofP."

Who--
W h a t: - N 0

What are
Wou doing?

L * SLEEFPER SQUAD #3/4 -T o

iyt
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" That was
UﬁEI]‘JEﬁﬁEﬂ.
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That's why I did it.

e

Seems like that's

a

% | .‘-H
H—“ .
"-_._‘_. =

vsvally the Pastest way

out: break the script.

—

claim that's the only) e
‘reason You did it? / g ——

—
i

Are you going to . _ :

T No. It was Pun, too.
But don't get ideas.

——,

N ——

T

e
—
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.
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R ook,
§ ~ this person has got
to be Nathaniel, Monica's
sister. It's pretty much -
Y, bhe same sbuff -s-:e _ —
& \_pulled last: time. I don't think

= Monica is actually
cooperating with -
Nathaniel. They're like us: M-
hot: really Priends.

=
=

Y

-

You were
sheltering her?

Not exactly. I just

didn't: go looking. I Pigured as
, long as she sbaved quiet, didn't #

A

ok ol
e

oo

i

And I can
[ock her oLt Prom
sending more, but ...
that's not the whole

I'I
I have a really aalution.

f good guess. I mean,
N, really good.

No, it isn't.
We have to stop her.
Po you khow Whenre
she 57 '

IP Yo knew
about vs, You wouldn't--

And can
F we trust you?
" Imean, I know you're
(naf:- happy with her, but

\ She is Yyour sister, --5igh-- It's a long story.

do anything--

slapped that thing onto |

.. e L. o

-

And then she

i have to undo\"
: the phone £ 8
efPects. &

MY head.

V' Look, Nat's a genius in her way.

I'm not sure I would have been able |

to do what she did even if she pad/l
told me what she was doing. &

But it doesn't
matter. The ePPects
don't persist. She has to
keep reinforcing them, or |
they Pade. In 3 Pew days ¢
everything will be back &
ko nermal.

e

e T

|

Look, I'M giving you all I have. I'm not: leaving
here, and I'm not letting Nat near me. I
won't help you get ker, but I'm also not

Don't--

a
Are you
still in% Not
bored yet:Z

|

getting in your way.

Po I look like
the kind of person
who leaves before B
A the last act?

Good,
becavse I need
something. I know
Wou know how to
Mmake loop

\ I've only
a3 . Scenarios.

done it once and
that one was

= special . *
7 You want

Nathaniel stuck

.8 lnop. No, I want

Nathaniel to never make
people inbo Zombies, cultists,
or Aikos ever again.

But looping is probably
the best I'll get.

Yet you
objected to my

labrats. 4P rpey didn't deserve bo

be turned into rats!

#* T2 JULIA SBEENE, IN S5 #1 =T

The meeting is
called to order.

‘Il go around the table.

S

e,

You could just turn her over t:-‘é“'x,
the Barkers, you know. They won't )

In this case, your

b

I'm bouched.

What are we going to do about
herloop Pield? There's no point
\bo any of this if we land back in
', her limbo every time we /
i approach. "

--‘-‘-l—

" 1have anidea
(' about that. You'll be
Lhrilled to know it requires

b

. Me to trusk you.

™

it
Ty,

" Onh1ambouched.
Also intrigued.

Iri

f I need a litktle time to work on this.

Thab's “When shall we two meet again?

arguable.

" Inthunder, lighting, or--

Let's say midnight.

motivations are a lot closer to )
Minhe than the Barkers. -

be pleased with her. b

=
-

e nmw e
" And one of them would ™~

( retrieve her the next time

\ bhey thought she'd be vseful
~._ Porapowergrab. -
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Ezekiel isn't
Ezekiel anumore and is
thos |H-==Irq|t|-- bo vote.

::-":u:ah
S Lo ﬂﬂn be
}.'..:r'.,
But don't
EE‘I L‘E,a in your
cd L-.-::‘."'ILHI'J ah I,J,|[._||"|
H:ﬂ :': FHL'E'HE'“J "'J"EI'J"" You
more intelligent.
Hamilbon has alsg
| Monica has _ vacated his ldE”tﬂbL‘ ana
'3;:':3'3"13";‘:41I iﬂgﬂl;. is ineligible.
wln] ILi:‘lF. ll““"'p" :
But
Wou always did
want to be an acto
Ham. I'm sure we can Pind
SoMe |j|. aod roles Por
Wou.
Brendan
Pauline seems
i" be hiding, 3.5 ,u-_;
ne. I'll Pind the two of
E'H'E.'h. tl'-_-"r'

has vacated his
I!l:lll!E' F‘:tlitl_'." a5 '-."'l"!.:."“ d

I bet

Wou'd love being an
Aiko, though, iF You were
aware enough to

redlize it

|,1 re
ril-]- -

can't vote.

At any rate, if .,,p
hot here, t ey

Shame your
dad can't see You
W, eh?

RoW

Fal

Apparentiy I'm the
ohly one here wWho ¢an

make any decisions at
Lhis bime.

'I—-

And Loci

llllr"; 3
reshing change

of pace

I think
First **r“"ﬁr* *'4
business s Eran *'*r-*-""""
of assetis--

BePore wou do that, I have an
agenda item.




You claim wou're the
gliteh in the system.

Well, I'm the ghost fn' . _
the machine. And I'm here to
haunt wou. g

I Wan t .

And you're not
going to stop me. All
Wou need to do is
look at me--

Looking at wa now, Nat. I'd
tell wou what I see, but you'd
probably be ofPended.

It was a good
scheme, Nathaniel.
Congratulations,

But now it's time to stop.

BlindPolded!
Clever. But we can easily get rid of that.

You see, You're not really a threat. Just a
momentary distraction.

Exactiy!

What are
Wou-- Don't
take those!

No!

I've got her!

Quick!

O¥, it's saPe now!

The sensory
deprivation will make the loop _ _
harder to break. And the lock will =8 Thorough. For @
make it hard Por Someone A8 moment I was worried
else to remove. X, you'd made a second one
ger to put on me.

You'd
probably be
able to get out
of it.

Shame her
things
disappeared. I
would have liked to
have studied that
headdress and
Mask.

Josiah's
coming ouvt of
it. We need
Lo vanish,




~00P-

I should have brought

a Wheelbarrow or
something.

. I Pind it very
S - inberesting that you
| = didn't want Josiah
~ Barker Lo see Wou,
" even in a Pairly
( I e thorough disguise. £
AR~ Vo

b

Y Speaking of Which, \
could You remove
that shadow ePPect?
It's disturbing not to 5%
be able to see your S8
Pacial Peatures. A8

Oh, Weah. Sorry.

It just seemed like a
good precavtion to take.
Not being seen, I

Mean. But @ precavtion
against what?

I've said it bePore, bub ib N

bears repeating: Sooner or
later you will have tio ask

W\ WourselP several questions

S Wou're obviously avoiding. £

=

I hope Wou'll have done that

by the next time we meet. I

look Porward to seeing the
resulbs.

And with that, she vanished. Becalled. Gone.

Well, one problem
solved, anobher
, postponed, i guess. [/

iy T R

= B 8
_—7" We're going to have to™,

— . %,

i Pigure oub where boput | _— i
. Mou, Mo know. —
T

e -'|-|..__
L
e __J- r’
-"I-_‘__‘_ _.__._-l- l

... L wonder what's going aﬁ‘“'-.l

S in your mind right now. )/

_'_.__.-"'

—l-'_'_._._ o,

_,..r-"'"r[:aap of perpetual orgy to k-ee;‘
[ Wou distracted? Loop oF endless |

!

'\.__‘ I ,‘r."
“'-—-______E'I_QFF':'F'E' Torture chambe rf__‘___ R e

e,
T

(¢~ Or maube you're just wandering
\_  around lost in nothingness.

" .ﬂ"'rr
e, e
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-— END —-



