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aread is always empty. No one goes there becavse there's nothing there to go to. No shops, no
venues, ne persondl spaces connect to it. There's no reason o be here, not even -‘?ﬂ{?ﬂ live high above it.

And then, a Few seconds later, it was gone.
Which is 8 very bad sign if Hou know anything about how Sleep wWorks.

I'd never given it MUCh Ehought myself. Everyone in sleep is And sleep acts kind of like suspended animation. People in It seemed like it shovlan't be possible bo have sudden and
extremely healthy. The beds provide Pull-time monitoring and Sleep live dlong time. sure, everyone dies eventually, but it unexpected death in Sleep. But that was exactiy what had
care, and if soMebhing goes seriolsiy Wrong, 8 Few seconds happens so seldom in Most people's experience here that it's happened to Honey Melone when she had hit the bridge. And
later an anxious bedder is hovering over you trying to Fix it. easy bo Porget about. It's just not a regular part of lice. then she was gone, becavse Sleep is bidy that way.
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50 basically, if you
believe hard enough that ¥
Wou've died, Wou go die. Which £
is really Pucked vp. e

I knew there was a medical Facility in the Sleep complex.
It hadn't occorred bo me it would also have a morgue.

The old joke ggﬂes, it's not Lhe Pall that kills wou, it's the
landing. But the landing hadn't killed Honey either.

I don't know why
that surprises you.
It's the same way
everything else in
Sleep works.

=

2

»/ INSTANT CESSATION
OF BRAIN ACTIVITY AND
ALL AaUTONOMIC
FUNCTIONS. SHE WAS
DEAD BEFOEE HEE
BEPDER COULD REACH
THE BED. LESS THAN
ONE SECOND.

I didn't think it
went that Par. Can you
imagine if someone like
Nathaniel Barker managed to
convince someone else

But nothing they were dead?

P actually happenedto
her--1 mean, not: For

I believe it would
require an actual traumatic
experience. For example,

L pushing someone into a
O two-bhousand-Poot Pall.

You'd need
something that managed
to override other
possibilibies. Melone had ample T
bime to recall. Or she covld have =
A convinced herself that the impact
wasn't going to really kill her.
She didn't do either of those,
b because she was in panic. 4
Understandably.

"Pushing” ...
Yol don't think
this was an
accident.

THAT DOESN'T HAVE TO
= MATTERE, UNFOETUNATELY. HER
BRAIN AND HEAERT STOPFED
BECAUSE SHE BELIEVED SHE HaD
SUFFERED A FaAaTAaL IMPACT ... IN
EFFECT, THE CESSATION Was
VOLUNTARY.

I don't have an
opinion. There are others
who think the matter is in some
doubt, though. Which is why I'm
asking the two of You to
investigate.

l'l -

Hang on. Even given your .
' real scope--which I still haven't

signed on Por, thank you very
MUCh--this is way out of line.
We're not detectives.

We don't
have any detectives.
We have to do what,
Wwe can.

~=Sfgh--
Ok, but iP we're just going to go
into the Aerie and start asking
personal questions, First thing
soMmeone's going to ask is what

gives us the right.

And you'll tell them N\
Wou are acting on behalf
of Lucivs Barker,

Pon't look at me
like that. It's not a lie. t
Lucivs hasn't Porgotten the two \
Musterious people who dealt with |
Nathaniel's cvlk. He asked around,
trying to get your help again.
The word reached me and I
spoke Lo him.

Ch, yeah? What
does he bhink you look
like? I bet it wasn't
Midnight.

Look, I'll do it ...
but: this is the [ast time
I tell you wes on anything
until I get some truth
out of you.

ou want me to help
police Barkers, but you

won't tirust me with your
real identity or your real
motivations. Do you think
I'm stupid?

No.
Just impatient. 8

The Aerie is @ closed community. You have to meet their
standards--which are a little vague--to join it, and they den't let
new people in very often. Maube Pitty people lived Up bhere, at moset.

f Uniess you have
permission te do a direct

— transport to one of the
‘ spaces Up there, there is

It Pelt like avery long way up.

only one way to get up bo
the Aerie--which is

exactly how they want it. How are you

doing?

Qur rank-pulling ability
got bested immediately.
Their guy on Ghe grouvnd
Made Pour phone calis
before consenting to let
Us Use soMe wings. One
oP Ehem was to Lucivs
| Barker. Another was to
| Bertram Colombe, Founder
oF the Aerie.

... I've
discovered I
don't like
height:s.

R

Huh. The Puture, bhe
way it vsed to look.
Retrograde, now.

And strangely
out of place. Why'd they
bother to keep those
pediments if they're not

Maybe
they wanted

actually standing on Ican't be an
anyshing? They look silly e /] anchibecture critic right
in mid-air. : now, Leyna, I'm busy
trying not to be ill. I just want it to be solid

enough to land on.



This is hers?
h ... why didn't it
delete When she
died?

Lock count, I'd imagine.
It's a partially shared
space With the other houvse
here. Can't delete it iP the
space is still in vse.

_"___.--'":'_*
~~ I'mnot sure

how I Peel about

wandermg throu
__ghost space.

~
.,
‘I

gh 3

Bertram told me ™
You'd be coming. You
don't think it was an

accident, do You? Please
tell me you don't. You

wouldn't be here if you

thought it was an
- ‘ accident, right?

.-
E
.

Well ... vh

guess that's what
we're brﬂ'ﬂg to Find
ovt, Ms. ...7

- i

/s Won't mabter ==

anything vsePul in
there.

20 why don't
Wou think it was an
acecident?

It just
couldn't happen!
Qur habits are too
strong. See how your
Priend's taken her wings
OFPZ She might Porget
and try to leave
without putting them
on. We don't do
that. =

Honey could
have been blind
dronk and s&ill
wouldn't have

stepped oLt of the
house without her
wings on. For
A anything.

OK. IP ik wasn't
an accident, though
... Who Might have had
a reason to want
her dead?

Nobody! That's what I don't
get. Everybody loved Honey. Even
Gloria; she just likes to gripe. I can't
imagine who would--oh, this is really
making me sad to think about.

That seems ...
complicated.

Oh no,
everybody's so sweet
and we all get along.
Even @Gloria; like I 2aid, she
likes bo Puss, but she's @
lot of Pun to Pool
around with.

Bertram's a
special case, of
course, but he's OK
too, nobody minds.

But you're right,
it was diFPerent
with me and Honey.
We--

I don't
want to talk
about that. I'll
Just Ghink about
how she's gone |
and I'll get even £
more sad. ﬂ,jé{
o = i

f,, More retromodernism.
And 5amethmg 5 Wrong with the
scale. It's all oo small.
I wonder iP it's & Wr':ght.
krockoPP.

3
‘?

%

s

4
/R

/S

S i L/ Ms. Marshall?
=== corry. The door
& was open.

EaS N BT Tes, g
E

2all me Gloria,
please. No, we don't
vsvally lock the doors
around here.

-#-
o

/ You're asking about Honey?

/' Bertram said you might be
coming by. I think you're wasting
your time, but I'll be happy Lo
\ answer your questions. Make

N, Wourselves comPorbable.

=,
S,

anyway.

You won't

Pind Glynis. We don't

y . MUCh Up here.
< -

/“Excuse My asking, ™
( but: it: sounds like Wou ]—'————x
and Honey were pretty, ———
P
_ RIece. " Well, yedh--
"  / Oh,wait. You're aﬁhm_g
iP we had sex, right? It's
been a long time since I
\ balked to ground people.
. 3 SorrY.
Even_q body here “"u..“""“--.._
/ ha':-:- seX with e*.rer-l_qbadl_q
[ else here. It's kind of @
rule. IF someone asks you,
\ Wou say yes, iP you can. It

\. helpsuvsbindasa
N COMMURitY.

e

use [ast names

’d"

/ ,
7 Come onin
= /and we'll talk.
Your Priend
looks like she
needs to sit

\,  down. : y

B i

Y

Is there anuané o
else up here in

B particular you think

we should talk to?
-

_._,,p"""'" L
“Well, you should
/ talk to Bertram,
just becavse. And
Gloria knows
everything that's
b going on.

,‘::H:::’

" And Magbe
© talk bo Thor. He %
spent a lot of bime
with Honey tioo. He's
below right now but
he'll be back vp 4
: laber. &

4

But honestly, I
don't think you're
going to get anuthing
vsePul. I don’t think it
could have been

\ a@nybody up here.

(

25
"1“__‘-‘-‘-

we're wasting our ,:'

f,,f %a Wou think it mu% ‘-H
/~ have been someone Prom ™
/ oubside the Aerie? OK, but
'that seems like a raal challenge.
We had to practically sell oor
50015 bo get these wings. Unless
Wour idea is someone had |
\,  permission to transport =
AN 5trarght Lo her persaﬁal
space .. A

-

S -
e - e

H.-"'; Nﬂ '5h§' “"RJL.'P_'_'_'_H

/" wouldn't have \

done that. I mean,
she wouldn't have
given access to

\ any ground
. people.

e,
o Sy

e
) — e,

- T

Probably halP the
- Aerie had access,

'l but we could just Ply
/ ‘-.x over aﬂmway

.'Jr' walk wer
V in Your case. Hey:
would she have put rm
wings just to walk
anr:r-asﬁ From her dr:rr:r
ta Haur

"% ahe would have .Y
pui:- on wings to stick
'n,. one Pook out her |

. doorway.

" i
‘ ---‘HH_"‘—-—-—'_'_ _—"“-H

__.—-—'—'_‘—'—-—._.__‘_

—

~Thank you.

WHH dc o t'-hmh N Eecauﬁe I just don't 1‘“"“-.,‘

/7 believe anyone here would have ™\
% o /" killed Honey. And I don't really see
4 \\,  [how any ground people couldhave darle
N\ \ ib. 30 think, as diPPicult as it is bo
Ny imagine, that her death most
have been accidental. {{

Lime?

> And Wou TN
-/ don't, bhink anyone
here could have ht”Eﬂ\
her because you're all
\_ onebighappy /

i Pamily?
# .-"F‘"""'--._._____,_,_.--"""
,{r’

No.
/ f Families murder
/
\ [/ time. Or would like to.

each other all the

‘___.ll".

i WE are all up here becavse|
we have common ideals.
We have something
better than Family. We
all understand
each other,

You make the
Aerie sound like a
vtopian project.

It is=-in its way.
I'm not saying it's perfect.
OF course there are
gccasional problems.

For example?

Well, Por example, two
months ago I had a Pairly
hard conversation with
Honey ...

=



T manage most of the Aerie’s business affairs. That includes handiing the pool.” e——

] Everything I ¢an Find i5 -‘L-H""-,_x
ground people wanting sex. I don't mind \
working with them, but I don't want to /

go to bed with them. -
g e=

p 7/

But, Honew, you -‘:3:"':::;
haven't paid into the
pool at ali Por three

months.,

"You see, bed Pees dre pooled here. Everyone paws the same Fixed percentage
oF their income, and Wour Pees are guaranteed--even i you can’t come Up with
enough, the pool will take care of wou. OF course in practice that means
Bertram, who has Far more monegy than bhe rest of Us, ends Up picking up Most
oF the load. But he's prepared to do that. He's a generous man.”

I haven't had any income
Por three months.,

Well, I assumed
that. That's just
restating the problem.
What's geoing on?

e e

— ——

"* I can's blame you there.
{  Bub Wou have to come up With
something.

o -
i i,

_—" We give each ~—_
other a great deal of
/ benePit of doubt, that's our
| wau. But if Wou go Much longer,
others here are going to start
thinking you're taking
.  advantage of the
~_ sitvation.
""--._._|_|_‘_._._,__

N

L
7 4ure you would. "\
That's the thing
about starting with an
assumption like that.
You've already decided
which hammer Lo vse,
50 now wou're looki ng,
" Por nails. ¢

e, &
N
A

" How did that
work out?

She Pound
somebhing, because
next month she was
back to paving her pool
share again. I didn't a -~
ask what. s : N
But I'm telling you, \
there is nothing wou
could come vp wikh that
I would consider a
plavsible motive Por one
of vs bo kill one of our
own. Nothing.

80 if wou're thinking
of making her
delinquency into 8
motive Por murder,
Porget it. Y Don't Porget to go ™~
see Bertram. He won't
have anything Por you,
but You owe him the
courtesy Por letting

No, I wouldn't have--

That was a dismissal, so we hedded to Bertram's place.

I had no
idea you had
s0¢h strong

Peelings about
design.

I think you just
like high ceilings.

IThaveto
conPess, when I °
got the call Prom

below, the next thing I
did was call Brendan
Barker, who's an
old Priend.

“Brendan, is this
really necessaryz" [ -
asked. He Pelt it would be
better to cooperate with
Lucivs, s0 I am. But I
think wou're wasting
wour time. And mine.

% -
We've been

hearing a lot
of that.

The problem is, nobhing seems
to work. No one here thinks anyone
else here could have done it. It doesn't
seeM possible Por anyone not Prom vp
here tio have done it.. And it's hard to
believe it was accidental.

sorry, just got in a
second ago. Let me
throw something on and
I'll be right down.

@rab a drink in
the kitchen if you
want one.

I i

T,

~~  IPounded bhe ™
/ herie to geﬂ away Prom
/ this kind of thi ng--people's
petty motivations Por doing
harm tio one another. I wanted a
place where everyone got along

because they vnderstood

that they, liberally, had / 4:*“-""“

> Pisen above that.

e
} =T<\'{:
._Q.
-~ "'K

I think I .
succeeded. I just
¢an't imagine anyone
here doing that. Nob

N, o their own.

- s
" But vnderstand this.

W Honey was ... well, I'll put it to
Wou this way. IF wou do Pind out,
beyond a doubt, that someone

murdered her, I'm going 6o
want to know who.

I will take a personal
interest in their
consequences,

>

Wou up here. .

.llﬂl ‘lqﬂ‘

" .‘:ﬁillﬂ--i e s




; That sure

( sounded like a petity
| mobivation to me.
5 What do you think?

You're the ones
asking about Honey. I
want to talk to wou.
My name's Thor.

~ ... Do they all have that

hair as some kind of badge of
Membership? Or do you think
bhey just do it 6o mess with
the ground people?

Ha!

And we want to balk to
Wou. But let's land
somewhere. IP I try to have a
conversation in mid-air I
may throw vp.

It could be both, You know.
I didn't really pay a lot of
attention, I was too busy
hobicing how--

Hey! sure. My hovse
Yoo ke isn't Far.

Hold up.

Oh, yeah,

4 R (- allthe siick stue. \ == Look, I
Oh, thank ' Eh i t's not Por me. I like J=5 ~guess
goodness. | f 7 to have parties on e R you've already

balked to
everyboay,
right

the deck. { Very carePul parties.
N i You don't have a railing.

Sorry?

Pon't mind her.
She's having a bad
architecture day.

You can wear the
_ wings Por almest
anything. APter a while youl®
get 5o You don't notice. J

Even in the pool. :
MR PO%  “aex is tricky. The
== harness gets in the way.
20 We go inside Por that.

I probably
don't have
anything to tell wou
Wou don't already
know.

“You have a personal
interest in their
consequences?

But I want to help. I
want to Pind whoever
did that and ...

... Uh, well. You get

Just something we
what I'm saying.

heard a little while ago.
Never mind.

Were you and
Honey very close?

Well ... working on it, I guess.
We all Pool around, but I wanted

something diPPerent with her, and I
: think she ... it's hard to tell.

She spent: a lot of her time @
with Glynis, I mean, they're next

door to each other, and they've both
been here longer than me ...

We talked to Thor @ While longer, but
as he himself had said, he didn't have
anything we didn't already know.

~ 4 Anywal, Weah, I was serious about her,

S

L o and I didn't get a chance to really £
. Lalk b0 her about ib-

-
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

-
- -
-y T
- -
-- -

You're the one who
reads people. Did wou get
the Peeling that Thor was a

little jealous of Glynis?

L
-
I R

I'm sorry. I know

it'shard.
1! i i .
-""--_ 5 -;'_i"ﬁ-_

.

More than "a
little." Let's stop by
and say goodbye bo
Glynis before we head
to solid ground.

Thor jealous of
Me? You could just =
as well Pigure I was\
jealous of him. He'd @
been spending a lob

of time with A

Honey lately. S

N

Not only would nobody
have cared if Honey paid
into the pool, least of all

Bertram, they wouldn't have
known she wasn't. Gloria's the
only person who ever

knows, or cares. I

S0 she was
just: giving Honey hell
Por no reason.

But ... You say Gloria said
Honey had Pound work?

s,

[ ¥

It was a relief to get [ ol
out of those wings. B4

v‘ r;_,-_ ..
What were
Wou too busy
hoticing?

That
was her
assumption.

Bot I'm telling
Wou, it doesn't A4
matter. The only
reason he thought it g
was anuthing is that he
hadn't talked to vs
about ib. The three of
Ls would have
worked ib oub. /o

I thought I
saw something.
SoMeone.
Never mind.

" Honey
Y hadn't told me
that. I thought she
was still looking.
She'd been spending
a lot of time

W,
\ - Oh. That it

was very white.

You broke
oPF earlier,
BePore Thor.

T

BRIty

i Bl We tarhedpba Pour W
hd Gloria ... 5 people and Flew past gl %
N v : You mights
ST ~~Bigh-- probably another
ROSRRSEFEORA Like T said, she can wang to talk to ten. All white. 4
AN ) be kind of a ]‘Jﬁfl‘l, Shaw. Her brother. ’ '

He's probably the oniy
ground person Honey
trusted. I have his
address,

Oh, wes, I
did see--




Before shaw would tell us anything, he had a concern.
s “

You're not Aerie people,
are you? You don't look like
Wou are. IF you are, Wou can

go to hell,

We're not Aerie people.

I take it: you don't like them.

Honey was a
different person after
she went vp there. I mean,
we still balked, but she'd
changed.

It was like she'd
decided there wasn't
anything down here she
wanted.

I don't know. Maube
she'd always Pelt like that
and just didn't tell me.

You khow, I
don't speak ill of
the dead, but seeing
as how her unbimely end
has pot Us in & very
difficult sibuation,
Wou've picked the
single worst topic
in the world.

I'm sorry about
that. We're
investigating the
gircuomstances of
her death.

Well, wou're
:HV&ﬁtigatrng in the
wrong place. Go ask in
the Aerie. IP anything is
Mysterious about her
death, it's vp there.

That's
Hamilton
Barker. He didn't
, even bother to
"\ change appearance
ko go with the
alias.

Oh.

He probably doesn't
want the actors
intimidated. I'd certainiy be
a libtle nervous working
with a Barker.

A lot of people
know what he looks
like, though. I guess he
isn't planning on winning
any awards tonight at
the ball. That could

get awkward.

He'd just send
someone else up Lo
accept Por him. And how do
Wou khow about the Beaux
Art:s Ball, anyway?

QOoh! Are Wou going? I bet
Lou's asked Wou tio go,
haven't they?

~ Well, maybe she
didn't tell them
everything either. We think
she Pound work down here,
but none of them khew

a about it.

Yeah, she didn't
want: them to khow, but
she didn't tell me why not.. She
didn't: think they'd like it,
maybe?

I can tell
You, iP wou don't tell
any of them. Thau_gh I
guess it doesn't
matter now.

She joined Hamilton
Sparks' theatre troupe.
She had a part in their show
that's supposed Lo open soon.

... She was really excibed about it.
First bime I'd seen her excited
__about anything in a while.

s
e S
e

— Look, iP ib
< turns out somebody
1 hnred her ... are Wou going to
\_ try to make them sorry
~_  they did?

e,

$'- __I

Mr, uh, sparks?
May we speak tio you
Por a moment ¥ About

Honey Melone.

_— The herigisa
el Even discounting the
/" buy-in--which you shouldn't,
[ becavse it's horrible--there's
{, somebhing about the place that
\, torns everyone who goes to live
“_ Up there into a sheering
T elitist.

~Ip Wou've 5pahﬂn to
t.hem at all, you've heard the
.f' way they talk about "ground
(peaple," Thel think they're better or

. ‘Saner or sexier or something, I
N hever covld Prgur'e out exactiy
"~ What. It's annoying.

"‘h-.

1P T'd known
/" lioney was Prom the
;’ Aerie when she Birst
asked me Por a job, I'd
\ have told her to get out
\. OF this theatre and

"M.,__flﬂf- come back.

Another one
who's not a Pan of
the Aerie. There seem
to be a lot of those,
Personal grudge?

~Veah. AT R

( makingahuge ) _— e
N muﬁtahe? -~ DePinitely. I've gone with ™
S Lou acouple of times. They =
\K/l stopped asking me when they 2
. redlized I dislike it.. You're going
- ~ to absolutely hate it. ]

Uh ..
As moch aﬁ we
can. Yes. /

= ‘—___"‘1._‘

~ Good.

Which, I admit,
would have been a loss,
because she turned out

to be a good actress. But,
on the obher hand, I also
wouldn't be staring at an
opening Pive days away
with @ huge gap in an
important role,

Now, if you'll
excuse me, I'm
sppposed Lo be

wabching her

replacement mangle
her lines.

____‘_“--

l-*'*"""mu'u get some interesting
pecple-watiching cpportunities,
though. Just smile and don't say

much. Let Lou do the
SCAMOOZING.

ii

I guess it's a
big deal? But Hau‘re
hot going<

r _i

"
& '|.-._'q. iy
.l

N ,. 2 M I'm not invited. "
AN K VR e’ Jo Private scenarios don't
count. It's Por people who

Mmake passives, or do live

theatre.

f'f'Eut, Weah. It's one of

/' the Pew big social events in
this ¢rowd. A lot of money
shows up. There'll be Barkenrs;
several of them have their
Pingers in this business.,

Wear
something dressy and
sexy. Lou will probably be
in a buxedo.

",
!

y,




A couple of hours later, at the ball.

Good evening, Trish. I
don't: think Wou and Leyna
have actually meb.
Leyna, Trish Carter.

.Butit's lost =g
MGHEH on every show it's ™S

done, and it's going to lose
Money on this one ... 50 the

assumption is that Hamilton
“Sparks" is running it Por his A
personal Pun. I mean, he can o o LY
aPPord to swallow the losses £ S e

Por quite a while. o =g gl

Hey! Lov! ' ' ‘
Who's your |

Priend? hello! Ru Dlj. .
has: 4 fiﬁﬁmﬂp Oh, E!ﬂﬂ’l"é
ut.fm.ag i Leyna? same here.
— Nice to Pinally meet
Wou.

_ B That's a
. - i A ly k. great dress.
identityisa N o W B s T —— Congratulations on
pooriy-kept secret. I . : L SR your nomination, by
don't think he redlizes A WS . eesrsEIR = SRR TRR A St bhe way.

how many of his [ EEEE S : BR - o o R

company know the S
truth, but they
don't let on.

The "we're
impressed wou salvaged
this mess” nomination®,

We won't win,
but they say the
nomination is the

Leyna? [
didn't, expect to
see Wou here.

I don't know who
to expect to see here.
April, this is Lou Lavrence and
Trish Carter. Lov, Trish, April
Winters,

April runs the--

Qirque Diabolique. It
will be very inberesting
hext year to see if
anyone nominates it Por
an award.

.7 Don't hold your

breath. I think the

content is probably
koo wild.

You

never know.

Remember when
Wthat bondage ballet

.| Won a Pew years

ago? ... I'm
b blanking on the
hame. gt

of Lake shore
Prive."

Ican't
believe you talked
Me into this. People
are going to
gossip.

Thew've got
50 MUCh
4 material here to
gossip about,
we'll barely
rate.

For example,
Clawton just came in. I
had a bet with myself on
whether he was going to
come Ghis year at all, and
now he burns up with
his mythical lover.

Oh, right--they've
been together For years,

haven't they? But no one
! ever sees her.

Maybe she got tired
of being mythical.
I would have.

This is a bad idea.

It's dangerous. Poes he vsvally

show Up at these?

Relax. Hardiy
anybody will notice
or care. It's not like
wou're giving out my
address,

Not every wear. But he's
entitled to. He runs a big
production company. "Runs”
in quotiation marks.

You're not; P~ There's
embarrassed about

3 " something about
Mg, are You? that woman that
isn't right.
enbrig Besides the Pact
that she's with him
voluntarily?

. . That's the weird
THE': iﬂi ggfegﬂb it thing. I kind of get the ¥
: ir Paces. Peeling he's not with

her voluntarily.

Meanwhile, Buby is dozing
oPF watching old passives.

-=MMMh--

I guess you
Missed Me.

You said wou
were going to be
gone two extra
weeks For
reshoobs!

I am! But
everybody's at
the ball tonight,

50 I get a night
oFP too.
BYBON, YouU MUST
KLl THIS MONSTER
BEFORE IT RAVASES ME Y
AsAIN!

I was geing to
ask you if you
wanted to go to the
ball with me, but
then I remembered
You hate it.

(}Ih(_j_ — 2

Anyway, this
1" seems like
.. JoU in hepe? more Bun.




. '—+1. k. -'-_ _._._._,..-—'—'_'_-_-_'_'_‘——h_‘__
S0, Who done it \ lb‘ “, e -
. N y - o~ I don't think we know.

o - - \ Ruby has this idea that it was
. ; Hamilton Barker, or someone he
e hired. I think she's clutching
at straws.

L1

H
%_ I
gy : I dePinitely am.

i - But he's the only person who
actually showed any kind of strong
reaction. He doesn't like the Aerie and he
doesn't like Bertram Colombe. Maube he
killed her when he Pound out she was

Prom there. Maybe he was trying
to teach Bertram a lesson.

The next afternoon. We hadn't learned anybhing
new. In Pact, we haan'c looked. It didn’t seem
like there was anyone else worth talking to.

—

-~ '\_n—'_._._._._-_.___-_-_-_‘_‘_'_‘—n_
Nt

\_necessarily. e =

- /
1;-:1 53y that's an A e gy —

awrully petty reason, f*"f The Wings are an algorithmic

but the more I learn / representation. They tell the scenario that ™

about people ... Wou ¢an PIY. But iP You can manage to convince
- [ wourselP, and thus the scenario, that wou can

\Jevitate, You can get vp there Withovt them. /

s

But, Wou know, n theory.

how that I consider it:
They'd never have given
Hamilton a set of wings to T e
get up there, much less a 2 You could have ™,
hired gun. ( Mmentioned that
: before.

'I‘_a-

S0 We've
been working on

Oh, Weah.
OK, scratch
that idea,

] abad assumption,
and any old person

could have gotten
bhen. . Up there?
No. It's very diPficult. ™~
I don't know iF anyone can
actually do it. I think your
\ assuMptions were reasonable.

\ Just pointing out that it ;5r|’b /

Why didn't
you tell us thatz IP
we'd known that I'd
have asked him very

I\~ 1 have a much stronger . ,
reason to eliminate Hamilbon: : mppepe nt _
He's the one who asked Lodivs if guestions. J o -

- - This is exactly ~N
Lugivs could get someone to : - - : 7 what I was talking

5@/ ' i \ about [ast time. You =
e . s e ';‘ . 3 XY / trust Barkers, to the o

point where wou'll overiook
the obvious, but you don't K TQ"""_..
trust vs. You want vs to Pix ~i-= o
stOPP, but Wou alse want to : -
keep us in the dark. It's : :
not going to work, and I'm ~ e
not going to let wou Are you

| PR ake me look like an : coming or not,, |
| / idiot again. - Leyna?  J
Because ' k < . &

Hamilton didn't
want anyone bo know
he was asking, and
Lucivs asked me to
respect that iF I
could.

... and, see,
Ehat makes it
even worse.

Really, that
didn't seem
s50spicious to You
at allz

Jou aren't the
ohe wWho needs to
apologize.

Though I
would like to
know why you put
up with her
bullshit.

7 Haneu 5 replacement qu;b m
‘on me. The show will be delayed
by at least a month. Another of

the cast told me that at the ball
last night he was asked "Why are
you skill in that company? You
know they're never going to
have a success.”

You told me

wou trust her
completely. Why?
What: do you know

that I don't?

: T
o

/" Look, I don’t want you to be in
the dark. I get why you're

Prustrated.

ﬁnd I agree with you, she messed

\ *-x up here.

N\ But I can's. It isn't M-~

|III |::IIII "h..““-“--‘-

j-; —
_.—-—'___'—-—-_,_‘_‘_

— Ok, OK. e

o

Fral Don't blow a Puse. b

.

“ 1 don't want you caught in the
( Middle.

N\ But I'm not done with this.

H--‘hh"""‘-—._._,__________.___._.— _'_H_._,_,.-""'-'

5

ry
a-'f

This is not a good
day Por it, is what
I'm saving.

We're not
here to improve
it, eibher.

We know Wou
requested this
investigation.

Mr. Barker.




Damn it,
I told Lueivs to
keep that to
himselP.

h...yes, sir. Is
that a problem?

Please don't call
me "sir." No, of
course it'snot. I
was just curious,

Mr. sparks--

Hamilton.

I don't want
them knowing I'm
doing this. And I don't
want anyone here knowing
I'm Prom there. I slipped up
when I was talking to George,
I remember now. I didn't
kHow Wou were
listening.

Can I ask you to
| keep it a secret?
A Please?

The implication was
obvious: When she did
leave the Aerie, she was
expecting them to give
_her trovble about it.

I wasn't going to '\

do anything that
made that more
difBicult Por her.

Truth is, I didn't
expect you to Pind ovt
about: her working here. I
wanted you to Pocus on the
Aerie. I apologize.
I...haven't beenin a
very good mental place
since she died.

Three days later.

Ineeda
bigger mirror.

"She was obviousy Prom the Aerie, and was just as obviousiy ﬁr‘wﬂﬂ bo keep it @ secret. I'd have
tossed her out if she hadn's been 5o talented. I lasted Ewo weeks before giving in and asking about it."

We know. And
believe me, we had to
work to Pind out. We'd

like to know why it was
50¢h a secret.

4
We expect that "JI

everyone here will
maintain good

racter ... ]
T don't Cha af,:,ff e reven in

see how it's

any of wour

business,
really.

Even in bhe Pace
of adversity. We
cannot allow
circomstances to
COMpromise 0s.

Oh, come on,

Wou're not that dumb.
You don't think it looks a
little suspiciovs? Especially
aPter telling us how You
Peel about the Aerie
and Bertram?

You think I--

Bot why would I have even

asked Lucivs iP I'd-- I didn't say that.

Just pointing out why we
have a need to know. You
want an investigation, wou
have to give vs all the
acts.

All right,, point taken.

“Even in the Pace
oF adversity."

Honey ... I've
been meaning to
ask Wou
something.

I overheard
Wou refer to
"ground pecple"” a
couple of daws ago.
And you have very
distinctive hair.

You live in
the Aerie,
don't you?

I don't see why not..

5hﬂ vid

¢hange Your hair.

only f

But it's
© just changing
spaces ... I mean, some
of them would have been
sad, but it's not like
. trying bo get out of 8

colt ..
OhZ You don't
think the man who
rons the place as his
OWR personal harem might
not get a little nasty
when one of the birds
tries to escape the
cage?

That seems a

liGGle-- Listen,

I'm no saint, OKZ I go to
bed with some oP the troupe
sometimes. That's one reason I
don't tell them my real name. But I
don't pressore them, I don't make a
big deal of it: ... and I sure as hell
don't ask them to avdition
that way.

I have standards about
these things.
Bertram Colombe does not.

I'd have tried to make his life
hell wears agoe, but he's a good
Priend of my unele Brendan, and
that is a Fight I do not need.

I've been trying to
Pigure out how to ask this

What do you \
For a while now.

think? IF Bertram is
the person p:r:hrrlg Who
lives there, then he's got a

dePinite type. Except For
Gloria. Whe was probably
that type once.

RubyY ... There's
ot to be a
diFferent way.

None that
doesn't involve
starting a Pight: none of
ps want. We've discussed
this. What's the problem?
Are wou worried? I'm not
going to get into anubhing
Ican't recall ovt of. I

promise. think that's

\. Sstrange.

/,
i Even iP I did, it
. — 7 wouldn't matter. It's your
It's ... the "audition." You business. But how does Lou
swadldn bhave be do ik, \_ Peel about it iP you don't
N\ Mind my asking?

("'I guess you

It's not that.

""1-. ‘:._,..-"
I may not 3 ’F'_:_Tﬂ \N

have to. Depends > 5% “hs Par as I can tell,
how it plays out. ,r-" Lou's the same way. IP x\

Anyway, I've done

| they're unhappy about it, A\

erson who hﬂﬂWﬁ what
erie hair looks like.

You don't think
they'd approve of
this line of work?

Ch, ho,
I don't think
they'd care
about that
at all ...

Mp. sparks--sorry,
Hamilbon--I don't Ghink I'll
be in the Aerie much longer.
But, please, don't tell
anybody that.

You know, a couple of
times, I got the definite
impression that Honey Pelt, or
hoped, she was signing on with
a new protector.

~  IP she'd ever said
anything about it, I'd have
told her I wasn't prepared to
be her next Bertram. That isn't
the kind of role I'm
comPortable with.

4

Nonetheless, she
came to me, and I
didn't: deliver. I didn't
save her. That's not
helping me sleep.

I need someone to throw
Bertram's ass out of the
1 sky. I'm not asking wou to do
it. I'm just asking Wou to
Pind me a reason.

You're not into sex, r-lght.r ~}
I mean, you kind of don't "get" 5#: )

..-v"*
e SR

rlhe some things f:-h-':lf:- _
peapl& seem 6o put in f-he ™
[ same box as that. I've Iear'ned)
| I like the body contact, if it's
A someone I brust enough. You /
. know, the proximity? ,,;’
g~ That'snice. -~
__.__:_“:.=-— —-i:_‘__“__
~ But the thing where ™.
someone looks at someone
else and says "oh, I want to go
have sex with that person"--1
don't think I get vrges like |
that. I'm not sure what ./
they Peel like. -~

-

-"-|.|_|_ e

worse. Much \_ they're doing a really g aaad “.Jw—-h

}'EI'U ﬂfwiﬂl_dﬁ -‘-H__"‘—‘—-—-_-—-—'""_F l. §
sgem to get o hﬁa;- ‘; -
stuck With the . Don't worry

hasty bits, l aba Ut letbing me Hand me
though. handle the sex that robe,

\_ parts. would ou?

"I“_-‘-‘-




I'd had several phone calls with Bertram over the past
couple of days, convincing him that I wanted to live in the
Aerie. I'd given all the right answers, and a pair of wings

was waiting Por me to Pl up Por my Pinal inberview.

He'd asked me o come at night. The mooniight was bright
eNoUgh bo see everybhing cleariy--and scmehow bhat just
Made the space seem emptier and larger and scarier.
Enough light to see that there wasn't anything there.

g
o/ You certainly qualiby o live vp
\ here, and we'd love to have you.

But there are a Pew
S rules we have to discuss.
B2 3 We're trying to make something

wge 2 2% better up here, and we can't do that

- L . Lnless everyone here has a very
T bher-e‘?;gﬂgtﬂf'bhat in high degree of comPort with one

[ anvone here asks Wou to another.
© {have Sex with them, You try to
L 53y yes iP You can. This helps

~ . hold us together as 8

S community.

S0 ...
everyone here
. sleeps with everyone
iofl else? That seems like it
! would cavse ... the
opposite of AN

caia It takes a little = <.
getting vsed to, but I
promise, Wou'll see the |
advantages of it

Mso--and quickly.
I need to make sure
Wou understand this--if
I ask vou to have sex,
Uhless wou have a real
CoMMitment, you say

a3
e
W

That's an ab!irgatfr:rn of
admission. I don't care if wou
can't make bed Pees--I'll cover
that in the pool. I don't care iP
Hou're a recluse otherwise, though
the others might.. But iP I call, wou
come. I don't want anyone
saving I didn't warn them.

Huh. Well, I'm glad
Wou're straightPorward
about it, anyway.

I ... bhink I'm all
right with this.

Oh, good!
Then let's go try it out.

All right. Time
Lo Pind outs iP
Hamilton's memory For
dppearances is as good
as he says it is.

‘1 His descriptions

|  were decent andhe J

~ does a lot of character

. setup, so. Fighting
chance.

L 2

Ah, there you are.

I hope you're looking
Porward to--

Lt do You mihd iP
I take a quick

shower Pirst?

Leave your wings on the N
porch, if Wou don't mind.
First-timers tend to knock,

Be my guest.

I'll be waiting
upstairs.

over Purniture,  /

-
-
_#-F

Jou mean-- S
right now# &




e T

——" .
-

-1.

I'm vengePul, Bertram.
I might take Wou with me.

Why did you kil
I.IIlE| E'Erjtlr'alll ;‘T

I didn't!
I don’'t know Who-- /

fou knew I was going to |
leave. You couldn't take it, |
: 50 Wou killed me! )

.-""'
-

~~UPkh--

I sweanr!
I didn't know you wanted
to leave. I'd have let Wou! I
would never have hurt you!

\ I
- Pk~
N Vs
Well, that's an

~~_Please!
Lhexpected
development.

/

Al rights,
Bertram, 1
believe you. Go,
and sin no
1'.'~G'PE_' =

I need
to leave
bePore he
redlizes he's
been had.

I covld have just recalled. I
probably should have. I
wash't thinking that way. I
was bhinking "Go get those
Witgs oh and Fly away as
Past as possible.” OUt the
same way I came in.

She'd taken off her
Wings and was cleariy
coMing in Por a visit. I
have no idea what she

was doing there.

L

o

rd

[ I'll kill you again! And
you'll stay dead this
timel/

.
.\'1.

——

/" What--2
( @loria, wait ...

e

DPon't!

e

T




Recall, Ruby.

}'céu’r*e
hot Falling.
got to recall ...

You ¢an Ply.

You're
hot Palling. You
¢an Ply.

ll‘ll-'.-.-

You're not
Palling ... wou
canfly ...

... it can't hort to
try, can it

I have to get back
up there. IP I can
Pigure out how.

Bertram--hkk--wou're

choking me-- e
\_’\Hﬁf’ WhyZ Why,

_— EE-"‘tr'@.'.*... tbhe
- Gloria? Why? rail--

e

s

N
~ You were spending all your ‘x.H
Qbe#I couldn't help it, Bertram--

— -=Wou don't have
‘.'-.I'I'r'--_:‘:‘lﬁ on--
~=hhhi--
Bertram, please--I love You--she
.- was just a--




@loria was one of the
First to live in the Aerie. I can't
tell whether she really loved

, e , — Bertram, maybe too much, or
It 'd be cleaner if I just [eFt it there, wouldn't it 7 whebher she just Pelt like she should

"They both Pell oFF. The end.” have been ruling alongside him.

: Maybe both.
I waited a while, hoping either of them would Bertram had been asking

reappear. They didn't. Eventually I Look my wings ana Por Honey to come visit him a
1ePt. I even brought bhe wings back to bhe shop. lot. You know how Glynis and Thor
Anone who was watching only saw a dead woman. both assumed Honey was spending
most of her time lately with the other
It Gook until the next day Por word to redch Me, From i one? We compared notes, briefly,
LD in the Sleep med Pacility via Midnight, that they T = and realized Honey wasn't with
hadn't survived the Pall. I thought about asking what| = gither of them. She was
ey did with bodies Lhere ... bhen decided not bo. 4 . Lsvally with Bertram.

I Pigure Honey
The aay aPter that I began a directing job which kept - ‘_ Pelt trapped. She

ity : didn't mind sleeping with
Me completely occopied Por three days, so it was :
nearly a week after My visit to Bertram bePorel | | Bertram--reports are, he

E Wi ok ; & was actvally very tolerable
was able to sit with Leyna and post-mortem a bit. in bed--bot She didn't

want it to be a
Pull-time job. g

It seems like N
Gloria nagging
Honey to Pind work
was her way of trying
to make Honey less
available to Bertiram.
Like Glynis said, no

one else cared. BUb that also may
have been when Honey
redlized the clock was
ticking on something
bad happening.

r

-

»
* Word is, Brendan Barker *
is throwing a Pit. Wants a
Pull investigation to Pind
whoever threw his Priend
Bertram over a railing.

Has he
gotten any
volunteers?

... Not ye.

It's also
not clear
what's going to
become of the
Aerie. Why
does anything
have to become oF it?
This could be the best
thing that happened to it.
aybe now it'll just A
become a nice place 4
For people to
live.

As long as they
don't have Pear of
heights.

I hadn't told Leyna or anyone else abovt My
levitation. In the version I'd told her, Gloria
hadn't actvally succeeded in Eossing me over.

I don't Ehink I can explain why I didn't tell her the
whole Erobh. I wasn't sure I khew yeb myselF.

Pid you say
anybhing o
Hamilton?
No. I thought it
Might be better not
to. You know he
probably thinks we
killed Bertiram.

/ e wouldn't be
. Par wrong,
N, gither.

oy, ;

L -

e _._,.-""
i

Il' |"

fa._ How's t.hat.?)

s T
.-""'FH_._._-_‘_‘__H"""-,_

P o IPT'd 3
/remembered bo SWitch™
/  out of the Honey Porm,
Gloria wouldn't have Preaked

... Bertram wouldn't have
seen it and reacted ...
None of it would have
happened.

I might: as
well have killed
them both.
I'm not losing any
sleep over this,
Hou bnderstand.

Anyway,
that's all I've
got. I have a

rehearsal to go to.
Good to catich up
witih Wou.

You
don't want
to come with
me to tell
Midnight
about itZ

Leyna, I wasn't
kidding. Until Midnight
comes clean with me, I'm
hobt only not doing any work
Por her, I don't want to

see her Pace. £

I don't want to put
Wou in the middle of this,
but you kind of are anyway.
IP you don't like it, then you
know who to talk to about
it, and it's not me. f_,--"




