But a sex club? .
Listen to your Uncle Burk, willyaz ™
I'm ErYing to help you, here.

You're always telling me how
horrible your social liPe is. This
could be exactiy what you need.

What do theﬁ
do if you rﬂiunh\

. AN , /N | )11 ¥/ N the scan? Toss
Itis nota N Ik s : - ' = Wou out on Your
sex club. L1 LA VS ear? Beat the shit
\ ! out of you in @
It's a private club | e ' back alley?
that has a lot of : ; _
lovely people as
Members ... ... who
somebimes
have sex.

Look, it really is 8
club, OKZ Some people
just conme to talk and
dance. sometimes they J - : |
get live Music in. ' ' . IF anybody
\ = : gets beaten up,
check certs at the door B 1 '- : :t*-‘lrl be me, iP You
and have a lot of little & don't behave. o

bedrooms vpstairs. 8 ; -7 ; remember, you're
. MY guest.

Pon't be a bore,
. don't be a jerk, take no
e = o Eigg;ﬂﬂ;ﬂa Por an answer ... and don's

That doesn't really sound like what I-- B - . e Y lives unless they
e o o . e volunbeer it.

... I bhink I's
going to need
something to

Your Pirst o . a ~ ... Anyway, I
| good idea of | f , \ V' think that's enough i
L Ghe night. S : ¥ talking Por now. I hope -
Wou're going to come
vpstairs with me. I'm
going to be
b disappointed if you
) don't ...

I'd love to, but
I didtell Gino I

¥ Oh, ah don't N
worry dbout that,
Lin, I mean--

No, no! Commitment:s
are always important.
Why don't bobh of wou
come up? That'll be Pun.

o that's how it's done, huoh?
I'm not sure I'll be able to pull that ofF.

" was hoping to
get a chance
B, tonight ...

Ch, lord, no!

You're new,
aren't you? I
haven't seen you
before. What's
your name?®

Hi, Kule, I'm
Selma.

Some of us are
more direct than
others, but no one
else is like that.

Plenty of nights,
dear. Remind me next
Lime Wou see me, and
we'll make vp Por it.

She's a little special.
Her name is ...

She does what she

likes. The rumor is she : * STORY AND

actually owns the club.

Ch...

Ah, honestly, I didn't
expect to be asked!
At least, not that
Past ...

You get vsed tio
her pretty Past, if
You stick around.

50 is that a
"no"?

b

gpeaking of
that, has anyone
ofPered You a warm,
and personal
welcome Wet¥

Because iP you
don't already have
a commitment ...




I,a8h... don't

You're a litkle
get too many . -

out of practice,
aren't you¥

e

ﬁhan bad, L
_ huh?

-= ChUCKlE --

No, not that bad.

EVEN LATEE.-

iR
; .. and ever since
then it's been the one

/ Hey, Kyle, T'm
heading out.
Thought I'd come
. check on you
'a_pepare I went. h

But I can tell. Something about
Wour approach ...
Not nervous, exactly. Cavkious.
Extracautious.

"I_“‘---.__
Actoally, I'm

done Por the
night too.

geen nice talking
Lo you, Jil. /

A WEEK LATEE, KYLE DECIDES T2 JOIN-

" Well, just 50 Wou
know ... I checked
around and nobody
thought: Wou were a
jerk, so you're in if
Wou want.

IF you decide
Wou want to keep
going, just pay your
yearly Pee at the door
the next time you go
and that's that.
Thanks.
I'll ... give ib
some thought.

T r

"I was listening to Wou, though.

“I'm sorry. I don't think I've ever
seen anybody who-was ... well,
having as much fun as she seems
to be.

don't think I've ever enjoyed
_anything like that."

opportunities. o : :’
g ol
8o 8
Lr—_,."'liu..‘ y I";- ] -
.\
,..-*"":im_qthfngr i
[€an help With? .
|\ You look @ e

Then Wou should
definitely consider
becoming a
Mmember.

o e i i
oy, B

I = '_.“'.-_
L] o .I

Wou think? Did
Wou enjoy)
WourselP?

... bUt they never
dactually said that was
what they were going to do,
50 I Ghink he had a point ...
anyway, you're not really
listening to a word I'm
sawing, are you?

\, "‘n.____ little lost.

||'| .
e
— e

/7 Oh, no, just
/ trying bo Pind my '§
[ eriend. Tall skinny RIS
||' guy, whibe Porelock, RRREEEE

% | Wearing tights and
L\ some kind of
\ shirt-dress
A bhing.

Bork went
Lpstairs with
Brenda a Pew
minutes ago.

¥

S Y 1 suppose S0

Y ... 1didn't really
: talk to a lob of -y A
eople ... I think it's [
even more £
intimidating when
the stakes are
like Ghis ...

Y Sce, you can't

look at it that
way. You don't aim at
the sex, You aim at
getbing to know the
people, and the sex
just sort of
happens.

Anh ...
spedking of that ...
I didn't think wou ever |
went bo bed with 4
women.

sorry, I
know that's
rude ...

I'm not offended.
Mostiy I don't. There are a
couple of exceptions,

You saw me go up
with Brenda, I guess?
Brenda is definitely one of
the exceptions.

That's a
seriols power
Plicker ...

Oh, Weah. I
hardly notice now.
It does that at least
a couple of times a
night:. The wiring in
this building's got
problems.

I was paving
attention to You.
No, Wou
weren't. Jou
were staring at
Brenda.

W Don't take this
o badly or anything,
but ... you should
work on Ghat.



A FEW NIGHTS LATER. 4

Oh, she's dePinitely
prusval. I mean, we all love
her to death, but ...

- Youjust have to N °
accept it. She's like a
Porce of nature. For “:I
instance, she Porgets | \
,  Who everybody is. It / } : ey
b, "5 A er. | ; %
L EOeEn e Like she 5ays, I'm
' very PorgetiPul, but;
I'm pretty sure
you're new here.

I p |
aﬁ&é’fﬁe g An ... that's right. D
behind my ' My name's Kyle. v

back? ..

-’f a!.,j; |

—1.

|:' ] |
=1

- A
— -

.-"'-.-- 7 ""-r
" I'm Brenda,

but I think you
\ knew that. A58

Lt
e
e

' 1|
-
%

b -r-
L %0 =

F i _“____..-.- . i p E
¢ /iy You know, Idon't ¢
AN Peel like I've actuall
w L met someone until

Po you want to
Lndress pe?

WHEEeeeee!

- I'm glad you enjoved that
, : By .. especially since I'm Fa
-= giggle -- probably not very good-- 5 o
about that,
dear.

IP you want to get
better, of course, just
Pind someone who'll tell
Yol what they like and
listen to them.

But it doesn’t
matter as much
as Wou think.

There are Polks here who

are a lot worse at it than

You, and we alwaus have a
good Gime anyway.

. M, ¥ : I'm not, Cali. I swear.,
Y You know, I don't think (e - s Ijust ... I'm brying to
Wou're Erying to be rude, L 2 Figure her out.

but what: do you keep ad ' :
s¢anning the room Por? 8

That could ol
take a long : I;hg:rttgﬁg
| actually owns
the club?

Well, if she
N does, she doesn't
S runit. Charlene's
the manager. 4

5y

Charlene's the only %
person Who'd know if that's
true, and you probably don't

want to ask her.

; All oP us staPP are
He's looking Por =4
Brenda, of course,

protective about BErenda,
‘ ' but Charlene's on another
, ) ; i level. IP she thinks gau‘re
He's developing an stalking Brenda she'll kick
obsession. MouP 855 oub, 50 be
¢areful.




A WEEK AFTER THAT, MOEE O LESS.-

=y A T AR < = I have the 1
e T N £ i ¥ Worst Memory [EEe
e A K ‘ A, in the world. 4
It ain't right bo do what iou do b me - . ' = . o2 .
Ik 3in'G Pight 22 doit'h be DREPUE B0 Me . / : j r ; i T
| It 3in't right, so baby, Parewel \ — . =

Mama, I'm balkin'—
It ain't love hat pod handed oub bo e |
I6 ain't love So gon'é skarh ko sholb bo e
It ain't love, so baby, Farewel!

Erenda’

... Oh, hello, dear.

Ak b R Did you need something?
o I i
.
j ¥

Especially Por
names and Faces.
8 You shouldn't bake
it personally.

K-, IF we've
Hoh. Y played together
0. : ... Jou don't actually : bePore, I'm sure I
.y remember me at all, enjoved it.
vﬁj‘? AN R ' I always do!

But iP you
like, we could
try again and

= Mmake sure ...

- \ Ny " IT AIN'T BISHT," BY BOB BOTHBERS AND JOSEFH MEYER, LYBICS
= ¥ ‘RK AS PERFORMED BY STUFF SMITH AND HIS ONYX CLUB BOYS, 1936
Wt

Oop!
Another of
these,

You don't have
any say in that,

; \ Just spaced
AMmost a : _ y out Por 8
brownout, that 1 second.
time. They really ! e, ,
should Pix this. o, Y

You there? ... COMe on,

let's go play.

THREE NIGHTS AFTERE THAT-

" ... No, Ijust wanted to
ask her a question.

Eah £ Thanks, Jil
o e IP she doesn't answer My
) B knock, I won't push my luck.
e 2

¥ Good plan.
IF she is
asleep, wou
won't wake her
by knocking
anyway.

I saw her going
ppstairs a Pew
minutes ago.

Ch...well, I

don't want to
| disturb that.
A It'll keep.

No, no--she was
going vpstairs alone.
Usvally that means she's
going to sleep. You might
be able to catich her
before she does.

Ah ... hello?

Not locked.
Barely even shut,

T A I 1 g 5 N T el

sorry te disturb
Wou, but I--

Nobody home.

I guess Jil
could have been
wrong about
where she was
going ...




fa
Eﬂfwﬁaﬁﬁ v ... And she's
leaving.

Wait:, what
is that back there?
A secret room? ¥ Was she watching? Did
she see me come in%
No, she'd have asked me
what I was doing here ...

Gottabe 3
lateh or
something on
Lhis side ...

I am
surely
going to
regret this

.. but I
can't walk
out oF here

without

kROWing.

"Connecting:
- Make sure you are
completely clean
- Wear no clobhing, jewelry or
any other items in the pod
- Set bthe connect cyele Por
4 : ‘avbomatic’
asrtegp. I t'..hmh = You then have three minutes
she's just asleep. ko enter the pod"
I hope she's just R YT
asleep. Why is
she in that?

"Disconnecting:

- Make sure Brenda is
completely clean everywhere.
Do not leave on any makeup.

- Make sure Brenda is not wearing
any clothing, jewelry, ete.

- Please re-hang dresses, store
jewelry and shoes properiy, and put
Undergarments in the hamper.

Slean vp after wourseif!

.j.-.l"
- ..‘

Ll L e e—

I don't e
. want to open it = - Set the disconnect cucle Por
. i J W i ‘automatic’
" W hﬁtlrff;ﬁ hgi% - You then have three minutes to
going position Brenda in her pod”®

: what iP it's
somebhing ...
—  Medical?

In that tube thing
... 15 that ...7

- Sigh --
believe it. Th awtﬂ “'a’f& e 4o much Por trying to | Hope it
Wbl be talk sense into myself. closes the
approximately the You'd get 2 I0rs. Lag,
3 dumbest bhing Lou caught, you'd get becanse | ooy
| ever did.  kicked oUt of the e

i clob ... _

i - ) I.."ﬁp.'l

e OK. Avtomatic
cycle. Right.

=
L]
-

wh & By
g v lll-.

#

believe it ...

:
Ok, I de IE

but I'm not ,
spre I _ '
should. -
¥ 2 3
r’ =
30 they bake | - § : i
Er#nbdug Hii ﬁﬁgflﬁ How I should get ™ I have to ; ; s #
S Z Dpes out of here know, though. .
many o them do? Does ,  Ehoug : '
everwbody on stafP bePore someone '
Finds me, and I have to know !

know? Have Jil and Cali y
peen lavghing behind g‘"?tgﬂf Iﬁ:ﬁﬁr‘ ! what it's like ... §
MY back? aw any of this.

God,
Brenda, I'm
an idiot ... I

. hope this s

ok ...

¥ F_:r
o I



o

I did not =48
think I would
ever again use ¢
what I learned in &
high s¢hool :
drama club.

P it it's real,
\ now get back in
COHK, that's really
disturbing, seeing
wourselP Prom the
outside like that ...

call it a

} Oh, I sound

diPPerent!
... I mean, of course [
do. I don't know
what I was --

"

And iP Burk
f were here he
But it wuqtd‘be laughing
doesn't really himself silly.
count as a test :
drive, does it?

I mean, I
can't say I really
experienced it just
standing here in
Lhis room ...

OK. Just going to go
downstairs and socialize a
litkle. That's all. Just to see

what it's like.

Brenda!
Thought: wou
were done For
the night ...

Then Wou're
coming straight
back vp here and

getting out of this,

I don't know who I was W :

kidding, thinking I was going Yes. She — 9 Huh :

to bed early ... could have B I5 that true,

Missed Me. & Brenda, honey), S S everybody?
last time I Saw You T d ConPirm or deny?

You gave me arain B '‘Cavse I don't

check. Iwant to L5 remembenr--

collect. P -

You might have
Missed
something!

Mmatter whether we
confirm or deny ...

e

E A WHILE LATEE ---

I hate to
get vp ... I'd love
to wake up next to
you, but I've pushed
MY luck too Par
dlready.

First we're
donna let those

amazing titties oug,
then I'm Finally
gonna see what ;
oL taste like. S0 much Por just
: having a little
conversation.

. S/ Thanks,
- ' Laverne.

But
now I need to

e I've never had an
. %'*'--:H experience like that
before.

clean up and get
oLt of here while
I can.




I see Wou go to bed
with all these pretty men
... hever like me. I know I am
o . hot pretty. I have a Pace
=4 Now . Ale T thi N would stop a clock. Been ,
W Loy dedae.t i ~ R crovghaloe, " Wy point Yoo ould <
FFE‘-’ME#I'[‘;’E and HFEU don't U\ - bed with a man who has
really mean it. : been through a lot. He
g knows things.

.

KYLE TOLD HIMSELF THAT
BEINe BEENDA WAS A ;

-TIME EXPERIMENT, BUT | |
LESS THAN A DAY AFTEEWARD,,
HE BREALIZED THAT WAS &oINE
T& END UP BEINE A LIE. | 7

OVER THE NEXT TWE WEEKS,
HE BECAME SOMETHING OF
AN EXFEET ON THE coOMINES
AND &OINGS OF CLUEB STAFF.-
WITH CAREFUL WATCHING, IT
WAS POSSIBLE TE FieURE
2UT WHEN BEENDA WAS
favaiLasLEe."

I'm very serious, Ms.
Brenda. [ think you make
these choices. I Peel mawbe a
little, what you sau,
oppressed.

Your Pace really
wouldn't stop a
clock, You know.

You're very
handsome.

* Maybe in an
bgly way. But
thank you Por

saying so.

L. _,.--"'"_"_'_ ——

It's all right, ™
Elijah. AMlexander
doesn't mean it
personally, he's just |
trying to give me a  /
challenge. -

_-d.— - e —
T — S

&

And I Peel like
A\ Brenda would take him 28
. uponit, soI'm goingto _/
{ have to chargeonin ... ;':.

I don't think people
should underrate
themselves. I mean,
there's all kinds of--

Ms. Brenda?

... I'm Pine.
sorry. spaced out

Are you all right?
: _ Por a moment.

It's those
power Plickers! They
break Brenda Por a
second or Ewo ...

That was bizarre.
Felt like I wasn't

'-.Lfnywhere at all.

What am I . : ' ] Aaaanhy/
doing? ' g
I have no idea how
to do this ...

MMM, but what i5
that going to Peel
like inside me ...7

This i2n't hard
at all!
You want that? I

ive Wou that. o i mean ... it's harg
i nice and hard ...
ooh ...




4 FEW NIGHTS LATEE. Hello therel ™

I didn't think o o N ( Those are some awPully |.
IP I had any anybody was L \____ shing pants.
sense at all [ going to run . _
would not be doing Brenda
this again. bonight.

/" supposed to
I have no | ' bﬂp%an Wou
idea why . Al - o B *\ remember my
nobody's caught . sither. * ‘& namez
on yet. | . _ g
Jo a While age
and she's not on
shiPt bonight, 5o
mavbe she came in
ko rUR her just
For Pun,

Let's see ...

Bart. No! ... Burk.
s that rightZ
Bork?

Are the shiny
pants suppesed to
help me remember

Wou?

Well, it worked,
didn't it 7

You've got the best T,
room in the building, I think, chhhh ...
None of the other ones have : Ch, that's ...
any kind of view. Uhhhhh ...!

“Ihavetodo N
somebhing to get
you Lo notice me.
You're too much in
demand.

Oh, it's not that
| bad! Mostly all you
h, Nneed to do is ask!

Am I going

I have a
bﬁlfﬁ égpﬁd better view than

that right now.

A I really going
to go to bed with
Burk?

Let's get you
out of those
ridicolous
pants,

Thi2 NIGHTS LATEE.

I've been here a I know. But
couple of times, but you I gointo a room
haven't seen me. Honestiy, I'm with a lot of people
hot sure I belong in this and I can't make
place. It's ... MyselP stay in it
very long ...

It can
dePinitely get a little
lovd. Sometimes 1
want quiet too.

It's not so much that ...
everybody wants sex. I mean,
they tialk, but they're just talking
uhtil they can Figure out who
they'll go vpstairs with.

4 Hey there!
My memory's
horrible, but I'm
pretty sure I
haven't seen you
bePore. Are wou
hew?

S
o,
5

-y b N 4 My name's Nor.

¥ Well, that's kind of \§ 1. ' { Eleanora, but no one

the point here, ish't s ALY Lt o\ ever calls me that.
67 You're nat e AR '

-

W=
i T
Ao Gl S

SN e RN f Hello, Nor.
I am! L AN R I'm Brenda.
Sometimes., WE PN PN ) .

But sometimes I just want to talk. ¥ .

- It's hard to Pind a conversation, ;

_ ; You know?¥ 1 just ... Iwanb bo £Erais:
- N;'-z - socialize.

-f You're not

I just noticed
Wou sitting over

/" going to improve b "T N ' ‘ -
your chances mbtmg) - v lemr Fi e
M in here, though ; P vl e ] 1 SR |
i .~ pardon me For 4 \
N sawing. S T e s -
here in this room by - - ' B o )
h—, | yourself ... iP you -. \““-'—:f“'f | | I'd love
- w?ﬁbt-:}!fe lePt 8 H'uhatﬁl_qaur‘ : RN O A o to sit and talk
. alone, I'll go-- 4 h] \ ( namez | f | SO LN with you a
b7 - \ N R while.

OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, A PATTERN BEGINS TO EMERGE WHENEVER KYLE MANAGES TO BE BRENDA.
ez

Are you OKZ
You've got a really
strange expression.

It's strange.
¥ Some nights she does
what she vsuvally does,
and then other nights she
Finds Nor and they just
spend the evening _ : ; e
balking. 2 e Drenda, I ... want to
: % . g0 upstairs with you.
I think it's cute.
They like each other a
lot. I wonder if they've
Pigured that out yet?

Oh!

_ A E Eammae R | “'7/ Well, we can certainly do that.
- X, i v o] ¥ - &

.--q__q__u..__.t"'-"'- "-._-L Al - - , J
#Eam 1 0 v /




o W

Thank S " I didn't

Wou Por Mean to

being imply they
patient weren't.

You're not
like the rest
oF them, wou

kHOW.

] Oh, I don't
think Wou should r %
53y that. But it's like -
Y ... 1 Ghink most
people don't see me.
Not just here.
Everywhere. Even when
they talk to me, they
don't really see
¥ Most of them . Who1am.
are very sweet, Ig”gfﬁdbhab z Aoy
once you get to probably doesn Actvally ... I bhink I |
know them. Mmake a lot of oW »-';?:{Erftlfl_a] what

SErSe. You mean.

MMMMA/
daaaaahhhh!

Ohhhhhk!

You're nots ... r
iPwe ... i
h, it's not going to ;
change the way we ’
talk, is it?

What a thing
to be worried
about!

OF course it won't
change that. IP we
hever have sex again ...
i we have sex a

thousand times ... I mean, I have 5o
many other people I
want to talk to too ...
but I will always want

ko talk to you.

TWO NIGHTS LATER, ON KYLE'S NEXT VISIT.

e R I'M Very

oY concerned about el Unless you'd like to = i
| the power drops. . — deal With him. e
L You know they A | e . |

Might--

It's not my job,

Yes, yes ... Charlene.

ou've told me
PiPty times. What
the hell do wou
i E:]E:pect me to do?
t's not vs. Our ' '
66 not s e d | And besides,
wiring's Pine. & ; I'm not sure —
Wou're making the :
right decision.

I call the city to
complain about it
every week. They

keep telling me
they're looking into

iG, which is --

Well, if I'm the
* ohe that has to do
it, then I get to say
whether it's the
right decision.

Shit, there he is. : . |
Going vpstairs by .
himselfP. I gotta go -
deal with this.

e —
! Y Did you think N ! A
i _ S oL were gonna | i [
i ' S keep doing this S8 : .
. ;i . Porever? 1 § "
= I : \ - TR
; 1 Qut you go. »
3} - You're banned.
B | I don't want to see you
= | anywhere in the club
i Hold it right RV .
E there, son.
wd 11_
______ -
-
There's no "but.” Do you wy
kRow how many rules you %
broke? We have arrangements a3
here, and they don't include just
letiting anvbody do that who 2
gets an idea in their head.

Now, I grant Wou did 8
good job--nobody could tell,
hot even me Por a long time--but
Wou krow you did wrong, and now
Wou have to pay the bill.

Qut. =" 4




.F:. e e il LEL e e =

S THE NEXT FEW DAYS GO BY FOR KYLE ...

-,

Hey, what's
the deal? The
boss is on My 458
For those reports
and you haven't
sent me Wour

Files yet!

Oh, hell. sorry,
Spence. They're ready;

Il

get them to you in

just @ second.

Yeah. Just
... Mind's not

really on work right

now. Personal
stOPP.

Relationship |0
problems?  J

... Something like that.

THE VEEY SMALL HOURS OF THE MOENING-
THE CLUB IS JUST CLOSING FOR THE NIGHT -

1 B ety NHd283X
[ Loy P
I" A ‘._; y TEME NS N
1 T el 1
- a4 e |
;: (o %'1'1 i'i
%1 = 3 '
: 2l 1
y FoTidae r
- 08
L = 3
L ]
: 4 AL

What was the plan
hereZ Did you think you
were going to get into

Brenda and run?

She doesn't work
outside the building. There
are transmitters in all the
rooMS. AS 500N as she goes

outside their range, she loses
signhal and collapses, and
anyene who Pinds her
bhinks she's dead.

Which ... well, it %
wouldn't be all bad,
but that's not
what you want.

Y

¥
;
3
f

— o — "
S —

LB

% And what did you
'/ think would happen
| When one of Us came in
S\ and Pound Wou in the

obher pod?

Use your

brlaiﬂj 5':'”-

I know you're
smarter than this.

p="1 - ["E & L'
"Brenda was - 44
designed Por Larry. s80t0
For his personal use
only, ou understand. \

I guess he didn't - !

want o be himselF, at - "

least not For some

Lhings. Honestiy,

soMebimes I bhink he |

set Up bhe club just '

50 Brenda would have : -4-+4<

aplace to play.” u 28000
| o e

'| \ 20980

N
A

"As I say, Larry was
basically a good guy,
buE he did do one
thing that I've never
Pigured ouvt. I don't
koW Whether he
thought it was a good
joke or what, but it
Made my (iPe a lot
More complicated.”

|
I was desperate,
I guess.

You don't know
what it was like
before. People talk to
Brenda. They like her.
They --

Look, there's g
woman who thinks
Brenda's the best thing that
ever happened Lo her. She
comes just to talk to Brenda.
She wouldn't talk to me in
a Million years,

... What did wou
mean, "it wouldn't be
all badz"

"When he died, I Pound ovt that he'd

1ePt everything to Brenda."

'Is that even legally possible"

T don't imagine so, but bo get

around it we'd have had to go to

court and prove Brenda wasn't

an actual person, and there were
... Pedsons we didn’t want te do
that. Besides, it seemed pretty

clear Larry wanted Brenda to
live on,” or why do thatz"

"We've ail been keeping
Brenda alive since then.
Frankly, it's a job I don't
want, and I only have
three or Pour people I
trust to do it right, and
they get tired of having
to do it boo, after a Pew
Months. That's why I
say in some ways it
wouldn't be a bad thing
iF Brenda died. Though 8
lot of people would miss
her, I know, and she's
one of the reasons
people come bo bhe club,
so I shouldn't complain.”
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' Nor's going ﬁ"—h..xl

" to think Brenda
lied to her ... no

§

(" one else will treat.
\, her the same way

and she won't

S know why ...
|
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T guess you
probably do
have a need
Lo know.

But don't
spread it
around,
hearz"

%

“This civb, and a lot
oF obher Lhings,
vsed to be owned
by 8 Man named
Lawrence
Hardeastle. He's no
longer with vs.

"T've run the club
Prom the beginning,
which means I
vsed to werk Por
him. He wasn't bad,
as old rich men go.
I'd even call him @
Priend.”
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4 T've got to do §
\, something ... ¢
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Like I aaid before: You did a
good job being Brenda. I don't
know how, but You seem Lo
Understand who she is.

But you also see Why
I can't let you run her
uhless I trust Wou a lok
more than I do right: now.
She owns the club/T can't
give the keys to
somebody who might
abuse that.

Now, if Yyou were

Lo come work here ...
and I mean really work
here, give up whatever
You're doing now and all
that ... then that'd do a

lok Por my trust. An

awrul lot.

You want to be
Brenda pretty bad.
Put something on
the line Por it.

W Take as long as
Y Wou need bo bhink
| about it. Brenda's
hot going
anywhere.
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I supe
hope I'm
making the r-:'? hts
& decision ...
; just--
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It's under

What
happened?

control. The Fireships
almost have it put

| ; -

B~ What do You think o ot already.
\ ‘i@, happened?
flo® W There was anobher of those power .
: LFL | drops and something caught Pire. And everyone's
e Like I've been saying it would Por Pine ... except ...
I EWo Years now.
r
The Pire
5barpedfn
Oecilia, Brenda's room. 4
that's not
helpPul ... |
j

i

There's nothing
lePt in Ehere.

Y Iseveryone
OKkZ Is it bnder |
control?

I don't tell many
people this story, so
Real enough. listen.
What do you know
about it, anyway?

... She wasn't
real, You know.

About Brenda? I
know everything. I
made her.

She was the Pirst
proxy I made that was
actually meant to be vsed.
First production model,
Wou Might say.

anymore, things like
that ... but the Pirst
one's alwaus

a When I Pirst,
50 Whi started, I needed money
- PCH DO, to conbinue my work, and I
=8\, Wrecked too? only saw one tolerable way to
<3 get it. S0 I made Brenda Por
' a4, Y i AL My Larry. What he paid me
a : ¥4 AT R P bought me my lab.

: ALt L - : Larry was the
QD BEIh -- only rich person I've

: fI20FEE ever met I didn't want to
murder. He kept MY secrets. We

“The last time I saw him, he hadn't
been Brenda in Months. He hadn't
wanted to give it up, I think, bt he
wds having trouvble leaving his bed.

"He didn't tell Me Ehat, incidentally.
He just got where he covlan't hide it
any lenger."

You've looked
better, Larry.

That's vnusually
restrained For you,
Cecilia. You don't need to
be polite around me all of a
sudden just becavse I
happen to be dying.

['ve made peace
with the dying part. The
phusical. There are some
mental regrets I wish I
could come to berms
with as easily.

"He wasn't the kind to have the vsval boring
I-shovld-have-done-more-Por-the-world or
been-a-better-person remorse, so I was
curiols What was eating him."

Becavse I know

she wasn't a person.

And wou don't.

Brenda was a mistake.

I thought she
was going to let me be
the person I covldn't be
in this body.

She was a trap.

I grew S0 much more interested
in being Brenda that Por years
now I haven't beena person in
bhis body. I could have been.
I didn't &ry.

Brenda has
edten me.

stayed Priends. I'd come do
maintenance on Brenda and
we'd talk a while.

IF wou Peel that way ...
why have you set vp your will
the way you have?

..-"'"-! -‘H“""\
/ Because I want her bo ™
" continve. Even though
( she's destroved me. That
was hardly her Pauvlt. L=

. - A —
b She deserves to live. & o
.y _# And I know you'll

-/ 7/ keep to ib, not just

o/ \ [ becavse you don't want

< Wour projects exposed ...
\ but because you think
= 50 too. v



OF course,
you didn't
hear any of
that.

=R
“'j"’._'_*gf?lf_. & But I get impatient
L with people needing to be
+| steered, especially when
\ they're being stupid. Ib's not
S, 3 good Lse of MY time.

As Par as you're concerned, I
don't exist, nothing like the proxies
exists either, and Brenda was the
eccentric rich woman who lived above the
club who died tragically. I'd stick to
that story iF I were you.

And you think that
wraps it all up.

You think I can
just slap myself a
couple of times and go
back to being a person
who might as well not
exist. As if nothing's
happened.

No, I don't

£
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What had you
decided about

Ehink that.

... L Was going
to tell her no.

And wou were prepared
to be miserable about it.. Why
do You assume Ghat it was the
wrong choice? Wouldn't wou have
also been miserable if you'd made
the other choice? Is being
Mmiserable required?

Qo think,

-

would ou?

Uh ...
what
happens to
Lhe clob, now
that--7

I inkerit.
I've known that Por years.
gince long before Larry died.

It'll be Pine. I have no intention
of inberPering with it, or
Oharlene.

Thanks Por being
concerned.

She can't i S
be gone. & add o

She was ...
There wasn't anybody I khow.
else like her.

Somebimes I Pelt like
she was the only
person Who ever

really saw me.

yes!
That's it
exactiy/

She--
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Would wou like
Lo maybe get
some coPPee? SRS

You know, Por
what it's worth ...
I see you.

Or at least I see
Wou well enough tio
want to try bo see By . ]
Yoo better, s i Isn't that
: - interesting?

There will never be

You knew all along another Brenda.

he wasn't one of
your customers.

I didn't.
He could have gone
B, either way.

7 certain until he bold me
he'd decided to turn
& down wour oPPer.

He covldrelapse.
IF he ever turns up at
the club and wou think he
has, send him to me.

Right. You'll
just build him
another
Brenda.

No.

I've got plenty of
proxies to put him in, but
whoever I put him in, it

won't be Brenda.




