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THE Bi& RIDE, CHRISTMAS EVE, SIX YEARS AGO
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Pamn you,
Ethan casaba’
What kind of
businessman just
breaks a promise
like that?

What do I

tell everybody?
What do I tell f;h#
kidsZ "sorry, no
presents, santa

blew vs ofP. He

: decided to go to
s Aruba instead."

AND 52 ...

No way it's
Casaba. His people
made it sound like he

agr'eec:r to sponsor ..

f i ; ‘."I__‘_
.. Hey, there's

something weird

about the bottom of

bhis bag .
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Noelle, where
have You been?
The greenscreen
tech isn't here yet,
one of the
photographers can't
Make it, and your
techbro hasn't
shown Lp to hand
out giPts ...

Uh ... yeah.

Revi ... about
the gifts ...

reindeer? / invisible right; now!
But you'll see them in
the photio.

. It's kind of &
- Who 4:?65555
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g Oh, the r::rr-'-'th %
By are Pine ... o bhanks N
Y tothe aelw#m people,
They just; ::ﬂ"’..‘:';:'_t?éd it all
oubside! In this
neighborhood! We're
lucky none of it got
stolen ...

-

Ty
I'll say this For
your dude he took
Your list of kids and

F#E[I'l_a] ran with it. Every

single package is

b Lagged by name.

They're

¢ . 1 didn's give
|"i.'|.'| a II.‘_';r_..

[ swear
Evie has pulled
More packages out
of that bag than it
could have held ... but
everyone likes their
gifts and there's no
bombs or anthrax
or anything ...

dareful on those
turns, Dasher! We just
lost some pavload!

i' ’-'E"‘f:f‘-lfmﬁ ¢ s MPaTas oF "Thamelrita attests
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Huh ...
well, they're
deFinitely ...

Uh ... Casaba
can't make it. And I
Y need to run the line For the
Y sleigh photos. You're going to
B have to be Santa's elf, Revi.
Evie can't talk to kids as well
. @5 Wou can. Tell them one of
s B his reindeer got a cold
' or something.

!

And we're
going to hope no one
went &0 Ghis much
trouble to make
Lrouble.

A FEW HoUeS LATEE-

We did it!
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Another ¢
Christmas in the
City accomplished!

Five hundred kids with i
iPts and phabaﬁ and §

ull stomachs. Almost &
fikE' We hﬂ':"'illr "-'l."l“lat- ;
>, We're doing.
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Iﬁ an we
get a drink.

Definitely. |
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Pamn it,
where did it
come Prom?
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SANTA'S WORKSHOFP (LOGISTICS DEPT), TEN DAYS BEFORE CHRISTMAS, ONE YEAR AGO.
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“Even iP they decide ™=
to suddenly make nice,

... and that's
Pinal version Por the

navghty list. Wouldn't need to,

they don't have enough tive |
how to undo the past 3
Year's mischief.

Sp that's it Por
the night;, then?

Unless something
goes wrong, that's it
Por the year.

Gotta tie up all this
other stUPP S0 everyone can
Pocus on getting ready Por

the big ride.
I'm surprised they don't
ask vs all to come work in |
bhe shop Por @ week. &

A Briend.
From ... bePore, &9

-

Iknow it N
sounds weird, N
but I keep Peeling
like I'm getting ...
Mmessages, I guess,
That something
bad's happening.

Well ...
it's less scary
than riding a
reindeer.

1 u "
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They
tried bo get
me to do that
once. Didn't
go well.

Well, we pick
up all kinds of
signals. That's one
reason we're based
Where We are.
Atmospheric
anomalies.

EBot, ah ... were

the two of Wou really

close, then?

We weren't really
close. We were Priends.
We worked on projects
together.
I didn't have anubody Who
was really close. That's one
reason I just decided to stay vp
here. There didn't Peel like much
: reason to go back.

I agree, but I
psvally can't
convince anybody
else up there.

not this year. .
Everything's on quota S
and on bime. Ay

Should be nice and
spooth. Bnodk wood.

You go on, Goldbright.
I'll take the lists to the
boss and close bp.

You know, i the boss catiches
Wou in here, he'll be peeved.

But she was
a Priend, and
even if it's crazy,
I'm worried
about her.

check on her!

y It's not Porbidden,
it's just we elves
don't usvally have

. any reason to
go down.

You're pretty

Much done with
your rush Por the
Year anyway,
right?
HAMM.

There'd be a

transportation

Ch, good point.
The boss only lets
someone use one of the

reindeer in emergencies,

especially this close to

It was a
waste of time
anyway. I can’t
Make the thing
work right. It
won't focus.

You're the
queen of
gadgets, Eyebrass
... have you got
something that'd
let: me look in on
someone?

You're looking Por
someone specific?
Who?

Oh, wait!
I know exactiy
what you want!

. ot

— —

(" And I've barely even
,  gottenbouvseit! /

have any work until
hext year either,
unless something
explodes.

This'll be Pun/

The boss loves technology,

but he doesn't really
Understand any of it.




IP you're just -9 .
; joining s, we're :
talking to Ethan Casaba,
CEQ of ECTech, about his
company's new
technology, BodyX.

Well, it's very N
| complicated, Lorna.
I'll try to keep ib
b, Simple Por you. 48

i

~~  Essentially, the <
. . . | BodyY implant has the
P ; | B ability to alter the body's
Mr. Casaba, why don't . )

, _ Chemistry and growth in
You tell us more about how _ : h real bime.
: BodyX works? | ooy

> As you can imagine,
this has big benefits Por
/ personal health. In particular, it
does amazing things For aging. IP
Wou have, a8y, an organ that's  j
wearing out, we just tell your 48
body tio regrow it.

- i)

But surely
there are saPety
concerns ... I mean, You're' |8
talking about rapid tissue
growth. What if this
implant, say, cavses
cancer?

" Bub we'd like to go Par

L'-'E‘E]ﬂhd that number, of course.
It's not @ question of profit. We Peel
that such a public good should reach

\ as much of the public as it £

possibly can. i

T
—

cancer is
Y uncontrolied tissue
growth. The opposite of
b What the implant does.

= e

)
e Food Por — )

thought!

T -.?"ii_ 'L.'f‘.lé--.-. J

We've been Galking to
Ethan Casaba of ECTech.
APter the break: A man who may

It's already been
thoroughly tested. In Pact,
it's in produckion vse. Over a
thousand people in this city
already have one.

B be the Iast of his proPession.
. gtay tuned.

-

~ . .
Ok, everybody, Five

| Minutes! Get the next

\  guest ovt here! /

Thank Hou, Mr. .
Casaba. That was 3 ﬂ.'
gﬂﬂ-ﬂ Interview.

|
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¥ Man doesn't know how to -~
spile and thinks he's the
only person in the world -
with & brain.
-
-
By
# %
No wonder the g AT ‘
word is he's never had |
a relationship last | -
more than a week. 4 . -
L -
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You're atill here?

: I'm going to @

8 need to take a
ook ab that
briefcase.

I bhink she's i :
4 sUpposed to be
\ ,';1‘ somewhere in

b, this building? 4
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| I knew she was
o in trouble!




Ok, you're done.
Hand over the briefrase
and come with vs.

Explain
[atenr.

Casaba wants to
talk to her, but Hol 'Wwe
¢an just shoot.

Noelle, they've
got guns/

DE:rél“irE
vietory! your
squad has been
eliminated!

)
|Eé s - \
I don't khow where You
came Prom, You liktle

Preak, but I'm gonna ram
that cannon up your-- 4S8

7 C'mon. Let's get
\. Somewhere safe.

They get khocked down,
but they get up again!
-- giggle --

Fun Por all ages!




Nice place.

You must be
doing well Por
yourselpP.
Whatever it is
You're doing.

I don't live here.

And I don't have
any moneuy.

Eyebrass arranged
this, I don't know how. I
don't ask how she does
things. Mawbe someone

owed her a Favor.

That man
mentioned "Casaba.”
Are wou working Por
Ebhan £3sabas

Well, I was until an hour ago.
Pon't change the subject.

Told wou Wou
wouldn't
believe it.

Anyway, I'm good at
keeping track of things and
scheduling and so on, and they
really did need some help in
logistics ... s0 I just decided
not to come back.

I mean, [ didn't have %
anything down here ... didn't
like what I was doing ... no
Pamily lePt, no relationships,
no close Priends ...

There was a
subject?

I had the police
looking Por you! I
could barely sleep For
Months, wondering
about wou!

We worked
together on
Christmas in the City
Por three years! I was
aiways asking wou to do
things with me, go have a
drink or dinner or go do
something together

At Pirst T thought
Wou just weren't very
soeial, and then I Pigured
You weren't interestedin a
relationship ... and now it
sounds like Wou decided tio
walk out on all your Priends
and everything becavse
Wou were just
clvelesszz

That: horts, Noelle!

"The pecple who have implants are probably alreaady changing a lot. I wonder iF they nobice?"

Sometimes I really
don't know why I stay with
Wou. Especially when oL say
things like that.

or when You
won't shake ofF this
Ethan Casaba culb
Wou're in.

It's not a
cult. The man's
a genivs.

He's a8
swindler.

By the way, vour
dick's been getting
smaller too.

1

i

-

1 g—

Posing, huh?
Hot!

‘Course, iP Wou're going

to go all the way, I guess that

could be Pun ... they're really
cute on You--

4

Noelle, where have
Wou been? What
happened to you?

You disappeared
that night and no one
could Pind You ... it's been
Pive wears!1 thought wou
were dead’And now Wou show
up suddenly, dressed like a
lePbover Prom a Christmas
special, with a weird
little green woman

I'll tell Wou, but
Wou're not going to
believe me.

These are My work
clothes. I work Por Santa Clavs. “’l
Evebrass is a Christmas elf. She /8

works Por him too. caall

That bag of ~
Yy presents didn't come Prom
| Casaba. He welshed. The bag
\ Was an accident. It Pell off
B 2anta's sleigh. The bags have
some kind of portal in
them. 50 bhey can get
refilled in the course of
the night. I Pell into the
portal and came out at
Santa’'s workshop. s
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Coh, this could be
redlly bad’
Maube. Probably.

What could,
Eyebrass?

What that
Casaba person is
doing. The data that
Your Priend took. I've
been going over the
tech specs. You understood all

that stuPP?

Oh, sure! Simple.
But very clever.

These implant
thingies, they're just
receivers. The important bit is the
protocel. Instroctions not just Por
the body, but the brain. You can change
somebody completely with it.
Personality, everything.
And the implants are constantiy
receiving instruckions.

......

"Pecs.”

Ponny, You can't call them S
pecs anymore. Face it. R 5
They're breasts. You're L Y

growing breasts. That, and L4
all Ehe obher %r

changes ... You know
perfectiy well what's
happening, you just
don't want to
admit it.

What do you
think? My body's
doing all kinds of

weird things lately.
I'm losing muscle ...
MY waist's changed
... MY pecs have
gone completely
hots ...

I toldwou not
to get that
BoduX thing.

A

H‘-""-h___.-r""-j

It's supposed to make
me better!Why would it turn
Me inko a womanz?

Ooh, are
they sensitive
Have oL been
noticing when they
rub against your
shirt?

”"ﬁ- =

What happen
when I
- M..-H.-'M'I.; -
da Ghis
= - 000UhRh/~-

Oh, this is
gonna be Pun.
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50 Wou're telling me
she got awau?

' 1don't knowthat O
she got away. The
two who pursved her
haven't come back. I
can't Pind them.

% ki

gtage two?
NowZ
. Ah ... You haven't given me an |
N instructionset ...

.
|

I mean, it
doesn't have to be
really bad ... it covld be
a good thing ... mostly it
depends on Whether
this Casaba guy's
haughty or nice.

Hogan, you told
Me Wour people
were the best!

They are!

Best I can get.
They were more than
capable of catching

her. Without
breaking a sweat.

Pamn it!
You can't trust
anyecne.
Especially not women.
& I shovuld never have
hired her.

... All right.
We're going to stage two.
mmediately.

X
)
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L'll put in the

instruction set.

Bot ... it has to be
parsed Por physical
tolerances ... and then it
has to be compiled ...

The boss doesn't like us
to meddle ... but he's a lot
more tolerant of it iP it's

somebody navghty ...

Po we need
to deal with
this guy?

—

e

sir, we're not ™\
ready Por stage |
two yet!  /

L

" Weonlyhavea™,
Pew hundred
users in this area, |\
and none outside the}
metiropolitan region
yet ... that's not |
even closeto |
critical mass!

o "lﬁl l"l: L
ALl g

1y

i BN
ot
.

We'll vse
the alternate
plan. Do it the

hard way.

That's why I
took the data in the
Pirst place!

He doesn't pub his plans
in writing ... but there
have been some hints
around the edges ...

Messages to people
e he trusts ...

Andhe's an
asshole. I think
he's planning
something

horrible. 4

Man who'd welsh on
givng giPts to poor kids
would do anything.

Hogan, since your
clowns didn't report in, we
have to assume that
woman's out there with
enough data tio sink us.

We have to M

as5UMe We have a very
limibed amount of time
bePore she Pigures out

a way to do that.

4tage two is all
we've got. =
let's go.Ib'salong Q
drive and I want to be at |
the Pacility by morning. &

IMPLANT CONTROL ROOM

I know how to
do all that!
Do you think I'm
stupid¥

I'll puts in Ghe
instruction sek
becavse it's my

business!

No one else's.

Now get ovt of here!

" We're going to
stage two.

NTROL ROC

I certainiy
hope he knows
how to do it ...

Yeah, I bet you do.
Personal stakes, eh?

Hmph.
I notice he never
made you get an
implant.

I'd have quit.
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CASABA'S NEW INSTRULTION SET &ETS
BEOADLAST ALL OVER THE AREA.
THE BESULTS ARE IMMEDIATE ---

Panny#
15 that really you?

Ch, shit--did that implant

b go seriously wacked?

First off,
thank you Por

coming this

Morning.

This is a great
turnout. I'd like to
think the liberal media
will report that, but I
know better.

Now, I know many of
You are here Por the Pirst
time, so I'm going to talk a

little about what storm
Awerica stands Por and
what we're trying to
do--

YEAH JUST NOT
FEELING GREAT

SOT MaTe FOE
BOSS RUN U NP

It's really
amazing! I'm
telling you, the
man's 3 geni-u:-sy"

. iy
N
]

And it hasn't 0
caught Fire once! “.r‘c-u} e
really heed to -- A

Yoy T
:
)

oodaagh!/

L
_.—._.:'_

— e
e i ™ B

Joey s

What's --

s S

- L

5

g

Ethan
needs me




I'M sorry about the oubPit. All ™ 4 T We'll Pigure

we had on board was Evebrass’ | , ' [ did I ao t;h@T? \ 4 ) it out. There's
engine-repairing clothes. ./ _ " | “What 1 :.,.ag I |} - got to be

gt \ bhinkin g7 / 1 SoMeLhing we can

Il right. Better than 'T.;_—:'_:_ B . y do about that

0 go do whatever it i | _ e -' anendle

dumg in that dreﬁﬁ

Ican't ga
ba ck bo My
[ apartment! e knows
MY address! He's
\ probably got goons
watching it |
already!

I'm not going to
abandon you a
second time, Revi.
I promise.

And it wasn't
like I could go home
For a change of
clothes ...

He's gm’ng ko
keep aPter me
Porever!I'm not going
to have EHL‘IWHFF’E to __
hide! MH life is How did lj.-ﬂu
roined! get tangled vp
with him in the
First place?

i,

— : Noelle, this is all
Oh ... well, that was real, isn't it7 I'm really
on you, kind of. : Plving in some kind of
| steampunk blimp being £
drivenby an elf?

'-..__“ -
When you X — (" You really do work
disappeared, aPter we'd \'I \ . Por Gaﬂbia flaps? l,-'l
searched For You a while and ' - . N
couldn't Pind you anywhere, I 50 I went Go him and o
decided the bag must have | conPronted him about it. Yy w-= vsvally ;uﬂt
been some tech of his that £ He convinced me he didn't call him "the bgqg
went nots. i have a thing to do with
2 ib--he hadn't even
remembered promising to

o
I i -I'f..- ':I [ Qi Hr
bring gifts. And, also, he / How do you

girdness level

] i/ LRIT 1
oPfered me a job. wd?af With the
N of all this?

I don't know if he Y You get vsed to
decided that he could i o it. The Pirst year
use me, or iP he was was pretty
oPPering it as a kind of M % disorienting.
bribe to keep me Prom e
Making any more of a |
stink about the whole
thing. "Piloted."
You drive cars.

Anyway, he paid well and
didn't harass me. I mean, he And it's a zeppelin,
was a jerk, but he never tried hot a blimp.
to [ay hands on me,

Get readw,
we're making our
descent.

I5 this gonna
be OK7 Got a car
alarm Por it or
something?

Nobody will
see it unless
they're looking Well ... thisis a
For its. secret Par:mf:.r I'm
not even 5upp04ed o
know about it ...

I bet he's done |
something ...

Your new
r:tnthmq 5
over EF‘IEF'P /

Oh, shits.
We're too late,
aren’'t we?

Maybe not.

Look down there at the
end. They're going to one
room, changing ¢clothes it

looks like, then heading ¢

to another.

Leave your old
L things behind J

I think we ¢an
get through these
obher rooms to have a
[ook without anybody
seeing Ls.

Y When You've changed, go to
&\ Ghe room across the hall




e

Please come Lp and
take a headset

Ethan
. heeds me

At least they're
hot: pawing a lot of
attention ...

I bet we
¢an hear it
with Ghese.

They were
o here on the

Noelle, no!
I don't want you
to turn into one
of those ...

She doesn't
have an implant.
et And I'm pretty sure
the headphones are
b just 3 radio.

We must wear these so we
can coMmunicate at all times

7 It'swhat
_ Ebhan wants

They're Pocused on their
instructions, I guess,
Problem is, she's not saving what

those instroctions are.

]

T

IP I've got the layout

right, that door has to go to
one of the big rooms. The che
we came in through had a

control booth ...

Each beam will
be issved dart
guns and an
implant booth

¥nock
pecple oLt and
pub Ghem in the

pooth

They won't want it,
but bhey will change
Eheir minds

This is what
Ebhan wants

.
. I-':J'l_- el

But iP I start
saying how much I
love Casaba, take

them ofF me,

quick.

< I can see
\ Ghat, sir.

But we have three
unavthorized people in
the Pacility, and one of
bhem looks like it might /

be Ms. Dupuy ...~

We may even get
Messages Prom

Ethan himselP

LTS T : gl
t‘l;i}'!?“ i ol R WP
[3k = A g haca Ul R "_. %

T v i ; L o 3

There are a lot of them.
What are those things
lined vp over there?

o

~ probably
something we
don't like.

Then take
care of it/
What do I pay
Wou Por?

They're
going to wander
around the city
shooting people with
darts and dragging
them into those
booths to get:
implants.

Ch.
Well, that

seems bad.

One of them is
giving a speech or
somebhing, but I

can't hear it.

Yes,
Very navghty.
Let's see what we

¢an do about it.

Finally getiting some

.
'-.

{" appreciation and ke has to }

. Come barging in ...

T

We
appreciate
\, Hou, Ethan )

i

N
Lndress me,
Ebhan



I|Im i
I didn't know N ' N
server rooms ¥ Especially not aPter

looked like this. : \E:hat I?ust. did. 4

:

I don't think
they do.
%
' That's going to
Thflhﬁg: Eﬂﬁb by ¢chain a Pailure. We
soMeone Who Was more probably want to leave.

inberested in whether it Thereﬂni g!'li; .Eff Fire.
looked good than whether gigg
it was usable.

I wouldn't want
to be the person
who has to maintain
these,

Casaba's
transmitter is off the
air, and it'll be a long
time bePore they get
it back on again.

You bastard’
You made me Puck Wou!?

C Y

Uk A e

-

.l

I'm going to claw your
Pucking Pace ofP!

ST Didn't G e Hogan, Wou shitheel!
,~  Didn't R e : Did You know What he was up to? )
change them | ety 4 " N I bet wou did!

¢ Beat the shit
out of him!

I : L hiw bake vs D&
< ; _ to Ethan! A

R = . 3,

.- But il keep 'ﬁrt:_", _ o - : W ~ And -f-ﬁE.’.HH \

B him Prom making b = Hey, bimbos! ) m:leat. the shit
& new uﬁeﬁ;ﬁp“;s RO

s

Oy | ._
.;s';".-\_" - F !

W hre You BlindZ Do you
T | not see those three
inGruders right over B8

there behind you? &

" How about
You go grab
bhem, huh?

Betber than
I hoped. The ]

Do you think _,-j,;.';ftnpb,; Elrlﬁ

we need to s ' . A broken
destroy the : : el "
booths? I've gob ' ' -
ot el . dhould we
SoMe explosives SRR still destroy
in the ship ... : : W o ;- the booths?

= You can't talk to %
Thew've gone nots! Get ™ me like that-- _—

f) :
them away Prom me! w1t we get out of this

live, you can Fire me.

Not: even you would
be stupid enough to turn oPf the
transmitter, so I'm assuming our i
intruders sabotaged it. A e ¥ Ok, bhen ge
You need to get it running again, e the ones Who

Past. -~ sabotaged it! They
. by broke it, they can
oW/ ; Pix it!

Ozawa did all that. o e |
Find him and make him g R i

% burn it back on. N seal all bhe exits!
. SN o o IF we're lucky,

A they're still in here

Ozawa looks just like all
these obhers now, remember?
And you think he's going to help
Wou aPter You did this bo him?

You're going the wrong way, idiot!
There's a lot more of them out here!
Torn arovnd’



N
gl The introders!

B
I
i -

U
L

I think they've
locked LS in. _ Well,
i3 i they're on our
tl‘?.' di oW,

right?
GhE* M aybe they

¢an open
doors®

Everything I
have that could
blow that open is
out on the ship.

il ﬁpp i ¥,
50 some of them like being his pet _ | _ 3
robots? On purpose? = NN~ There they are/
- n - » - -
-

. .
"'__T--""'-.,...-x,.f-.‘_,-"--,.lr Ty

Everybody's
got a kink.

@rab them,
Hogan, before they
get away again!

There's got to be an

exit SoMeWhere You Can [

Tl N

Probably ... just
heed to Pind it. We don't
: , know what's over in this
TR NI direction yet--
LR SRV st | Al

i

d L:]"l?ﬁ ﬁ.l:féﬂ‘-.:"
Don't let them get away

Ethgnruau
> 50N of a bitch! =
There he is! Z
@et him/
Don't let him get away!

MEANWHILE ...

Tinseltop!/

Would Wou care to
tell me where Noelle
and Eyebrass are at

this moment?

Uh ... Noelle had a
Priend she wanted to
check on, and Eyebrass
took her down in bhat
airship of hers.

They were both
done Por the season,
s0 it wasn't a
@et in here! problem. Why?




ol Lo i Are you going to

Then how, pray tell, L. Il B it ks help them out? They

do you explain this? b e et lock like they're in @
' - T - bad spot.

It's their mess, and I
should let them get out of
it on their own ...

... bUt, honestly, they've done
everyone a service. ['ve been
wanking a reason to deal with the
Casaba boy Por Years now.

We ¢an't Ply down
there in Gime ...

@uess things
didn't go the way - No. But [ have
they planned. another solution.

Who builds an
access tunnel and
then closes it oPPZ

Casaba's pulled into the lead!
He must reailybe pissed.
How do Gbhey
They o panf -
came in the . "un bhat Past in
other end. This A bhose shoes?
is as Par as
they dug.

F,
.-"

It's probably how they
built the place, so maybe way
down at the other end it goes

somewhere vseful ...

... and iP not;,
we're in real
trouvble.

- oy 5
-\.:_‘;-' ';.-' 1.':,\..*_:.. b -P.-.-' - Al s han fd= .-..-_.'_L_-; 3
- etk R oS iy s T e e T
Tt s o Rt e R I e - - gl = T SIS T e gt
o T P ae— S e L R G o G B e T e
Lager
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ﬂa what are u:ru
{' going to do? Pub a

 lump of coalin my |
\_ stocking? ~ /

The Punny thing is, part
of me did, I guess.,

Evebrass was surprised when I told
her I had been getting ... signals.
She said it happens, but it has to be
sgMmeone Wou're very close to.

' ;;Tf"""f}’ou’r*e probably

wondering

where you are. /.

No, no, You don't
actually want to be
nice. You never have.

I don't Ghinik
there's anwthing I covld
do that would make you

want to be nice.

We're past that,
I'm aPraid.

You know, I still can't believe
Wou didn't pick vp aniof the
clues, all those years.

And, I mean ... it sure
wouldn't have happened if I
hadn't been thinking about you.
Uk, pretty oPten.

—e

I bmughb yau
hera 50 we could
have a litble talk,

i Ethan.

;*""""‘.:’r;ru have been art
excepbionaily
. haughtyboy.

~ Everg year.
g 'h
.-._l,' [r—

-~

.ﬂﬁ

: M
e 3

£ i‘!i'ha--amﬁ
c:hech on ng ina

E‘m

Well, that makes two of--
Hey!
You got glitter all over me!

You're the
one wWho
wouldn't et me
wash ofP bePore
we jumped into
bed ...

The realproblem's getting
it ouE oF the sheets.

You'll get vsed
to it, Ghough.

Hﬂt. just this I-'lear'

InPact, I ﬂG'H't.

believe there's been a

Wear since You began
appearing oh My lists

where you weren't. ./




Uh ... tGhat's iP
Wou're staying, of
course,

Areyou staving?

Am I
allowed to?
Have you
asked him if
it's OKZ

Ch, goodness,
no. This is the worst
possible time. He's
getting ready to do
the big ride, and he's
d Mess,

I'll ask him after
Christmas.,

But you've got useful skills,
and Eyebrass is prepared to vouch
Por you, and I think I can get Mrs. ¢
to help convince him ... I'd say it's
real good odds that if you want to
stay, you'll be allowed.

THE FEESENT DAY.

Didn't
redlize it was
going to be so

heavy.

I still can't
believe they're
selling all his
perspnal stuPp.

Well, it 6urns out
he bought most of
this stuPF with
coMpany money. so
they decided it was
Pair game.

Mo I have §E50,0007T
Aryare s

Thank You, sir.
S550,000 s the bid.

what ... what's
goingon ...7

... 1'd like to.
IPI can.

Everything wasn't the
same without wou, W'know?
And this seems like it's an
interesting place to be. A lot
more than where I was.

Besides, I don't know
iPit'd be saPe Por me to
go back anyway. Casaba's
still out Bhere. He's
probably got a strike
Porce looking Por me.

Ao P e - —— -

e et e e

Oh, I don't think that's true.
When we got in, Tinseltop told me the
boss had wanted to settle Casaba's

ledger Por a long tivme.

“Honestly, I'd be very surprised iF anygone ever saw him again.”

—— N e =

Set it down
right here.

Besides,
hobody's seen him

No one will give me 5600,
Do I hear §575,0007
Na?

Last chance on this Pully
restored 1231 Admiral in pristine
condition ... anyone?

Sold! For 5550,000

bo Mr. Leno.

Admiral?
My hdmiral?

Hey, wait!
You ¢an't just sell
oPP my things!

An!
And here is our
Pinal lot.

And the company was so
bankrupt aPter paying out the
settlements to all of s ... his

credibors want to get some
back any way they can.

Por a year, he's
Mmissed his window
to object ...

Yeah. Where do
you think he went.?

Somewhere
With no
extradition.

among this collection
of vnusval and
interesting items, this
ohe takes a bit of
explanation.

Apparently, at one
point ECTech was
contemplating a line of
domestic robots.

" che's quite saPe to vse.
She was tested extensively.

They made
and tested one
prototype robot. The
one Wou see here.

" WhatZ P,
A That's not brve! .08
‘-I None of that :

You won't be

The records of the tests are
included in the lot with all her
other papers.

able to hold a conversation
with her--she's not designed Por
that--but she can Pollow verbal

Cpen it Lp,
please, ladies?

The idea never
went anywhere, and
Casaba put the prototype
into his personal
collection.

... Which is hovsehold
tasks, like cooking and

cleaning, but mostly an
eMphasia on ... intimate
operations.

instructions well, as long as you
stay within her skill set ...

I assume I
don't need to
spell it oub any

Going once.
Purther.

No one will give me
51.8 nillion?

Thank You, sir.
Do I have $600,0007 aold! For
51,700,000 to

Mr. Gates.

Now, I realize
Wou Might not
consider this a
good ending.

’ x 7 Much obliged, sir. ™\

| How about one million, one |

o
~~ Don't worry, we
Mmade sure -5?1.9 was ll""-..,___ hundred thousand?

\_bharoughly cleaned ... e g

T

But think about it bhis

, wau: For the Pirst time in his
~ oot ' . e life, Ethan Casaba is going to
= = o LY Make sure soMeone has

e B /"1 have 511 million on the
~ ... though, actually, there's ™ ( “table. Do I have 51.27 ___.;:'

. , o
(no evidence that Casaba ever ... ) . A Very merry
N deploved her. = _ — g Christmas!
by - T .
-

b 41.3 millionZ
1 Excellent.

e

.-‘. . L“:_L 1_1-"-. e

_——

4ee You next vear!

B

! 51.4 million? 18




