w
SANTA'S WORKBHOP (TINSELTOP'S RESIDENCE)
SOMETIMES IT'S 020D TO JUST CHAT AND TELL STOEIES AROLUND THE FIREFLACE.

Though I think you
make up a lot of them to
sell something.

To QEE people to come
to @ church service, or go see
a particular movie, or bUI-_r,"I d
product ... or @ watch a television
show that wants you to buy
prodocts ...

... 8till have
a hard Gime
soMe daws with
the idea that
it's real/

Yedh. Like those old specials
A they're still havling out every wear ...
"Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer" ...
"Frosty the Snowman" ... "The Year , ; S
Without a santa Clavs" -- |

.
-,

That one really

Might: as well Pind happened though.

out the tooth Pairy is
real, or the Easter
bunny! I mean, these
are stories!

Myths, in Pact.

You humans love to
Make up muths. It's really
cute. But that doesn't mean
there isn't something tirve
behind them.

! ﬂ‘l-

‘Wind of'
is being too
polite. They
changed it a
fok.

Ok, but it'll
bake a while.

How long age
was this?

You know
we're all really bad at
human timekeeping. I

It was Tinseltop's
First job as
troubleshooter.

Mean, we know wWhen
Christmas is ... but how
many years since

something happened
... Ugh.

I amnot a
trovbleshooter.
: Well, the show
was ... in th;?
- ] r = T 1 -
Anyway, they W?tﬁnf?ﬁ
hadto clean it up.
You ecovldn't have
| shown it to kids the
way it actually

5 leas
_happened. 0 at least a

Year before that,
then. Somebody had
to have enough time to
leak some of the
details to those
people.

Ok, now we've gotto
hear the story.

P ] ?;

You know how the boss does. He
gets ibchy during the run-up to bhe big
ride and gripes about bad children and

I tell wou, I can’t do it/
ingratitude and change and so on.

-
I just can't make myself. Another
wear and Por what? The world doesn't
care who's naughty or nice anymore.
No one even notices!

That wear was the
worst any of us had
b gver seen him.

But they'll certainly notice if I
don't come. That's what really gets me.
I'M obliged to go bo the ePPort every wear,
wet they don't Peel obliged to do a thing
about being better people!

What is the point of rewards, then?
What is the point of punishments?

I don't believe
any of that, and I
don't think Wou really
do either.

-= grumble --
Fine.
That's what needs to

happen. I'll sit out this year!

No Christmas/
Then they might appreciate
What they're & T
[I m"fﬁ.

What I do think is
Wou've been pacing
around in here Pretting
too much, and it's
eating wour brain.

But I don't expect
it'll change my mind
about this.

The ride is sbill
weeks away,
production's on track,
everything's good ... Why
don't Wou take a Pew
dauys ofP?

Go down

below, do
| somebhing Pun Por @ }
% While. Relax. Clear |

F.

Wour head.
&
: We can
i & discuss that
= Y when you get
W : back.
| 3 4 d"n
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Rain-kissed night,
like the tears of an

abandoned lover. My man, that

is a look!

Christmas is
coming! You need to
go get yourself a gig
playing santa Clavs!

Easy money!

Wandering damp and
¢old along the stireets,
dodging phantoms. Lost

50Ul5 all around me.

I try to help
them, when I can. That's
MY job. My name's Bishop.
Nick Bishop. I'm 8 private

mind, but I

He:r'mamwe) I wouldn't
d hate to have
somebody wonder why

ganta's out carousing ...

Might: be nice to have

MY old hairline back Por a

liktle while ... get some color

Ever seen
him in here
bePore?
" Nope.
Looks like 8
Bussian
gangster.
Could just
be a Bussian
diplomat.

back into it too ...

7 ... Not going bo believe g
Who just walked in, after [
don't know how long.

That's right. The
Eouman himselP. You said you
wanted to know i he ever
showed up --

ou're always
kRoW ...

investigat— ——

Oooohweee!!

There we
are. The '70's
man.

Well ... I don't
think too many of them are
wearing Pull beards these days,
but I haven't seen My chin since
1862 and I don't plan on
breaking my streak.

Mr. Eringle!
My word.

&

It's been
Hears. 1 almost
didn't recognize
Wou Por @ minvte £

there,

. BUb it bakes more
than a couple of hits
of @Grecian Formula o

Pool me. I've known
You tioo long.

The big guy?
Yeah, I 5ee hiM.
What about him?

That's
kris Kringle.

I...3h...
I've been told that.

ConPound
it, Jack, I'm
trying to be
incognito. The
name's Nick
Bishop.

Huh.
Taking a little
vacation, en?
Need a change

Prom the
Missps?

.. 80Mething '
like that.

Well, don't worry. A
two-headed goat could
walk in here and none of
bhese people would care.
Unless they could go into
a back room with it.

Have a seat, and I'll
go see about setting
You up with some
companionship.

Are wou nuts¥ 3
That's a really big -- \:I

I mean, Wou know that's not
gonna turn out good. 4

o
o
—

-~ Sigh --
Yeah.
Bub do youwant bo [
say no to Mr. ? 4

]

KPis --

Like, the kris

kringle?

In here? Man-km.

And Mr. Obsidian

W= . wants us to keep him
- Wes, sir. |¢'|_1- - o ah ice Por 8 while.
OF course.

Jack, I don't even
know if the knockout
perfume will work on

somebody like him! He's, o i :
i piteliis [ me. We just have to catich him
YhNOW ... he Might just | " \ypon his guard's down. A

No, no, it'll work. Trust

shake it ofF -- vulnerable moment.




QK. T'll go tell
Nora. she's best at
that kind of thing.

You can't tell her
angthiﬂg! You probably
shovldn't even tell her

Who he is. .

PRI NP He knows who's
SRR S\ Y naughty and who's nice! IP
S YT she's in on it, he'll know as
500N s he's in a room with

her, and he'll bail.

OK, but how bhe
hell am I gonna set her
up without telling her

what I'm doing?

I'm sure Wou
can come up with
somebhing.

'95'.. I'hﬂ'.r'r ahr
RASHER .. bhis is Nora.
gorry Por the wait.

You two enjoy
Wourselves, Now.

... 50 WOU Made
him go down there so
he'd get out of
everybody's hair?

I
sUggested he go
down. Nobody
Makes Kris do
anything.

You have
w  tolead him to
ideds, sometimes.
Though he usbally
5ees and admits
when it's a good
idea.

I Pigured a Pew days
schbupping bimbos would distract
him and improve his mood.

OK, 5o what's the

problem, then? The problem is he's

been down there Por two

weeks, I expected him to
stay a Pew days. Time's
starting to get short.

I need you to go down
and tell him to get his as5
back vp here.

No, he won't. He's only
ever Pired one person in My
recollection, and that was an
extreme case, and even then,
Kris made sure of a gentle
[anding. He's a good man.

_Cranky, wes, but good.

And iP he knows I sent you

... if he's cranky with anyone
% about it, it'll be me.

Hang on!

First oPP, how do Wou know about all
that? And second, you're telling me the
boss just Pell Por itZ Didn't even get
505picious?

I'm improvising some of
bhis, I admit. I wasn't there. I got
some of it later -- we'll get to that --
but also I've gotten where I know how
the boss thinks, pretty well.
2o I can guess.

Frost was an old
Priend. We'll get to that
too. 50 the boss bhought
that was a safe place. He
got backstabbed.

But even iP that hadn't
been the situation --
You've been here a while
how, You know he's got
SOME Wedknesses ...

Let me tell wou what
Mrs, @ bold me, when I
got sucked into this.
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I dowish he
wouldn't have sex with
the s6aPP, but I haven't

wanted to have that

Pights ...

Well, to be —
Pair, I haven't

heard that anybody

wasn't Ok with it.

We're all, uh, Pull of 4

libido too.
Oh, You're not

Yes, that's one
shocked. IF he reason I haven's. I
hasn't tried to don't think he'd go
proposition Wou, You've Where he truly
surely heard stories wasn't wanted.
Prom some of the

others.

Kris gets
restless and he has a
very active libido. Far
more than me. I don't

resent it.

It's sbill
inappropriate,
bhough.

distraction. kris is just about
the only person here who isp't
hugely busy, which is why
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S8 Better to send him N

. _-4 below to work that ofp : .

o

P

he's been so FretPul.

Y aee
L]

LY

There's got to be
someone better Por it.
I've barely ever been

down there!

You, Por example ...

r . ._
WA, Wibh someone else. o e el

B sometimes You ask I
R Por oo much.
‘ﬁ"!%__ : il
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You know I
can't. I have to
keep this place

running. We're on
deadline.

You've been down

there more than a lot of

LS have. some have never

been down. You're not
sedred of it.

And what you're doing
right: now, I can get,
someone to Fill in Por, as
opposed tio the ones who
are heavy into
production.

Andvou have a
talent Por appearance
changes, Which you
Might need.

i

Well, all right.. I'll
give it: @ try.

Good!
Take Vixen. And
remember, the
clock's ticking.
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I didn't have a clve
what I was doing.

Mrs. C had
suggested a place to
start looking becavse she
thought: the boss Might
have hit that Pirst.

... [ bhink you
may have the
wrong idea.

i 3
7 Have yourself a
[ sexy little

N Christmas, huh?

I think it should
be just vp at this
hext corner ...

=i ". { I'min, babe.

But I wasn't ready - How MmUchZ

7 Por how conPusing ib was o
Pinding my way around, 50 I was
wandering the streets with no !
idea what kind of neighborhood I £

Wwas in. And still wearing my 488
; work clothes. R

oooh ... no, I

don't think so. I'm I'm Mr. Frost, the

O#, I sure don't

I , Let's change clothes,

heed any of that. pretty sure ...

shall we?

owner. You really

shovld have just come
\ directly to me.

L "
T

know a
Christmas elf
when I see one, and
given what I |
overheard, I ¢an
guess wWho Wou
. MUst be looking
Sy Por.

I ¢an ask the .
others, but you know,
we don't: get a lot of older
guus in here, and I think
especially if we'd had one
like that, we'd have all
talked about it ...

Mr. Kringle
and I are old
Priends. IF ke had
dropped by, I'm sure he
would have made it a
point to say hello to me.
So I'm certain he

No, that's
all right. I'll let
Wou get back to
work. sorry bo

bother you.

\ want to put on 8
> Whole new look iF I don't
have to, but maybe I
should hide my ears, at

In Pact, he
hasn't come around in
Years. When You Find him,
\ tell him he should visit £
sometime. 88

Can I help wou?

, : | ... old you it
Something o B - , AN T2 was going to be
about that didn't 4 L . EFGUb-iE."
"B work Por me, and I ' v :
{ wasn't sure what. The
1  woman I'd balked to
hadn't been lying, and
Frost could have been
-, belling me the truth

. . , x £00, but ..
. i S .-

thinking of being a
customer, but it [ooks
like that's the wrong
approach.

There was an £iFin
here asking about it!

i L 5 And T don't think she I
: S ! - bought My answenr! :
4 Wait,, how going to have ' B e rnl

_.
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to sheak back

L as she ot Ying? O
; in there.

s And how come you i

B couldn't bell with Frost? =0
I mean, we know he
Was lying. _«

She wasn't Wing
becavse I was asking
about a big man with thinning
white hair and a long white
s beard. I didn't know
about "Nick Bishop."

e e, 5
e

e

She's probably
somewhere disguising
herself as a customer so
she can Find a way to
poke around!

—
-
"ﬁ_‘.—'\-

-
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.. Oh.
Well, wes, that'd be 3

And Frost wasn't : ;
pig help, sir.

human. Navghty-or-nice
only works on humans, I
wasn't sure what Frost was, at
the time. Mrs. € hadn't said
anything about him. I just knew
he was impossible to read.
And that made me wonder
even more.

Well, I don't
like it either. _
I don't need this
kind of attention’
What iP she goes to the
police and they come in
and shut me down?

You're sending them right
How? Great.

i
. .
-

.. No, ne, I don't want to know

Keep out of ] )
anybhing else abolt it.

trovble, OKZ

by

Ch, that

Makes tihis Mo i
; - Not a bad job,
Ll I bhink ...

J'f

/ This is Adam.

( Take him to room ten
and see if Wou can show
"\\ him @ good time.

2 'i:,?q*?ﬁa
e AlE, | o

o

... and he says, "I
know it sounds weird, but you
remind me of my mother." And I don't
know what 6o do with that, W'know? 5o
I covldn't help it. I said "You must
have had a real inberesting
childhood."

Pon't stand there
admiring wourselp!
We're very busy tonight
and we need all --




Are you real?
How did Wou get here?

You can't
possibly be
somebody's

pet --

The boss
doesn't like
people snooping
around his
places.,

Looking Por
something#
:IF SOME l:'l':'d!-j r

I was looking
at the --

A4 o

e "'-"'ml-lﬂ.j,q.;uj o I

L P '_"_ﬂ A
R I R "

-
8

?GU ':ar‘l tIE” hi.l"i'l.
about it yourselp,

I
- Uk --

R - . . i Ok, you can walk the walk.
B sire TGS . / Ihopeyou Y
~ hope the boss i enjoved
-= MMh -- | : = O yourselP, sir!
appreciates g - . o)\
-~ 000h -- ' ' — O bk

o ?

"~ What I do
For him ...

Now let's
and talk

:.l'.

Come again soon!

/ B .Mil
- iy




= Our customenrs can't tell our
stafFf apart -- that's kind of the
\ point -- but I sure as hell can. And [
™ don't know who you are.

You get some points For the
Pollow-through. That buys you just
enough time to tell me who Wou are and
what you're doing here before I tioss
Wou out on Your ass,

ﬁnc:r don't try bo sell me that ™
You're one of H'._f people. I can pick

bhab apart in a hot second. I bet you

R don't even know My name. ,,,f

7 Well, that's what uau .
go by. Your real name's
Engld Sigmayr, but you )
haven't used that First

3 ._‘_Hname ih along bime. 4

il H“"--._
~~ You like wour job, and Wou try
; ( torun a good place, but your baéé\}
Ly L Mr. Frost makes both of bhose
""'i;"h things harder a lot of the i:.nme 4

"l.. W“‘#‘a

AR LT

l..'
.'l" .'-'

Y

o vnderstand what [
A YoL Mean.

=

}-" When he
/' realized you were
| looking, Jack called Mr.
Obsidian to come

. deal with Wou.

I knew that ,
B part. Didn't know &
| Who he was talking
' ba Ehough. Who's
Obsidian?

S

I wish I knew. All I
J;r" know is Jack's scared to
.,/ death of him and lets him act
like he owns the place. For all I
know maybe he does.

Obsidian sent a couple of goons
b and they picked up some Woman
- outside. That was just a
Pew minutes ago.
R

> They thought that was me/
They picked vp some innocent becavse
bhey thought it was me!
I' vﬂ got bo go Pix ib!

=
ok,
=

Y

[ F =

i

Y Where would they be taking hen?
I bet wou know. I think Wou know a lok
More than you fet on, y

"She sent me bo bhis big oPPice
building. It was Pull of Ewisting
halls and vnmarked doors, and I
didn’t have any idea how or where
to start looking."

Jean!
Eead her!

; And iP
SOMeone sees me, SN
I'mintrovble ... REE

~/ Mean there. Bub,
W'know, here was this
mess, and it was my
Pault, so I had to Fix it
... I didn’t have a lot
of patience For her

just then. I wouldn't call that

‘mean.’ You just told

her the Pacts. disguise

myself, but ju
now I don't know
¢ what I'd disguise

Well, she wasn't a bad MH?EFP as...

person. She was a good person

in @ bad place. I try not to get

annoyed with good people. Even
when they're anhoving.

why i5 it coldin L
here all of & v

Lucky For me, y
once again, it's hard 4
to tell them apart
bhder all that ...

i
\ el
o B
ST
-""I'.-l‘_i:
s -
Need it bonot i
just look right ... has § ! N e
to actually be coid, or ¥ IP I keep Pogs vy
someone will wonder ¥ moving and keep 8 W, 1
Why not ... | My head down, this 5 . ‘
should be good € ! -
£ enough --
[ 4
- »
"This was when I Pigured ovt that Mrs. C hadn't been completely honest with me. sShe'd Made a -
CoMMent about My being good at disguises, but it haan't occurred bo Me Until bhen that she said it : S
becavse she thought I'd probably have to vse them. e s cod
‘I redlized then that when she talked to Me, she was aiready pretiby sure there was some kind of * ;;::f q
trovble. she didn’t think the boss had lost brack of time, or decided he didn't want to do the ride so .
bad that he wasn't coming back. He woulan't really do that, and she knew it." i

"See? First job as trovbleshooter. Like I said.”
‘Tamnmot a sﬁaume-;ﬁ::'.:::;er Ewebrass."”

% T T i — g ="

J--;'f_"-
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Eub I admit I oniy
/know all that becavse I'm 3
Christmas elf. My name's

\_ Tinseltop. And I'M looking

'\.‘.

l|I"--

' .Il

His name's Kris Kringle. You T

2 :
Por myy boss. may have heard of him.

M NOW sUre

he disappeared in
here, and I don't
believe a word Frost |
4 says about it. You might
-\ have had something to

T 4

do with it, but only
becavse Frost

made You.

P

P

" Wait, there's
_ twoof you?

I can’t bell you that!

I'm not even supposed to know it/

¥ casily, and just

As it is, iP Jack Pinds out about any of
this conversation he'll pitich a Pit --

.-"" E{;l'.lﬂ-'
" You're @ good person.
'{. I know Wou're a good person.

':x,\ I can tell these thmgs

.|’

7/ /" What iP they try to beat this @
[ woman? What iP they kill herZ? You |
\_ Want that on your hands? /

?r:vu khow, iF Wou and Frost ara e
hﬂrdma the boss against his will, then WI'
When T get, him ovt of it -- and I will -
. he's going to be pissed. /

(

¥ ; ll.r'

( to prove that one of Wou has a
\_Conscience, is what I'm saving.

5
-

Won't be :
long. I just need
B0 go make my
MroLnds.

stand :i:.l1
don't get cold *

Mmakes me

shiver.

— On the other
hand, I maybe &
runhing out of

options.

Better
hurry, or wou'll
Miss the
ceremony.

i
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This might be a good time Por you ™

)




HUR/

At least there's no
guestion where
they're all going,

becavse they're all |

going there.

R
A r

\x\x\\w\\\\,

I'mjust
hot sure

whether it's 3

good idea Por
me to go.

IF this
ceremony
turns into "spob
the introder,”
it'll be bad.

NN

I do appreciate that
this many of you were able
\’ to atbend.
/‘ / I believe it's
important For vs to bea

/4D

COMMUNTEY.
N\ )

. ... 1 think
Other hand, if I'm e .3 - I'll stay wayin
the only one of the ice : - , the back.

people who's not there, that
stands out even more.

Part of that
community is being
present at important

ofcasions, I--
I'm n-n-not sure
about t-this --

4uch as When
S0MEone joins us.

Anita is
ready Por the rike
of admission. Please
give her vour
acceptance and

' support.

Now, I thought we
were past that.
I explained your options

very clearly.

That warrant is still
outstanding. You can
belong to vs, or You can
belong to the police.

It's
painless.
And then you
won't Peel so
cold.

Welcome.

Honestiy, Chill.

Don't You know

presentation is
everything?

Go be among wour own, They

will show You our ways. They will teach
Wou how to conceal

yourself when you walk
among outsiders, and
how to --

Yeah, well,
someone told me this
was important.

Chill,
there's a
 cenemony going on
here, or did you
"‘ notice?

«

'-—Il

And wou're
done with it,

aren't you?
Your package is
waibing.

That was
e
i ing ... :
Following (. IPthat's not
i ol bhese bwo, though v
' . that seems P4, eabacChristmas

I N - Sigh --
The rite is concluded. Thank

Wou all again Por attending.
! Return to your other lives,
| until we can meet again.

pram:amg : stocking.




Ll right. Take

I wasn't sure
how long she'd
be sitting and I
didn't want to

risk leaving her

T

7 And i Wou bried b

1I

to question her in

, Shivering too hard
o Lo answer you. £
"-.1- -~

-

i

-

I|II,....:..--"' I d.ﬂﬂ ] t !‘1 HoW Wha
S You think I am, but I
Y don't --

~ Putheronice. L'l
| decide what to do with | Ee
| her later. Perhaps she'll |

= become a Pollower. .

there she'd be )

. oPP Ehe gag.

HAM, ..
can't just
walk in withoot

knowing the
layout ...

wonder if that

other door has
anything vseful ...
maube I can listen
Ehrough @ wall or
something ... g

——al ra il ( j e
7 it avs) " e %

/ With the Clavs. v & 7 Don't play with me!

/' What i his part in P o _. gacis
 bhis? Is he helping my | A /' 1 know the Clavs is strong,
.\ brotheror merely i 4 ' but he will not underestimate |
=  trying ﬁﬂ: oy  me! The old ways still have |
- interfere? r : i, | power! The time is very near |

A : . . and I won't permit him 6o

- : interPere! il

Listen ... I'm
sorry to let you
down, honest ...

especially since I think
Wou might kind of need
some therapy or
something ...

... bUE I don't
have anyidea
what you're talking
about.
Really.

-

Ly

s

i

F
'
£

... Oh, NO,
wait ...
looks like they can't
see me. One-way
glass. Whew.

studio setup
... I guess they like
to record their
conPerences
somebimes.

or
something less
innocent, but let's
not go there. This
Whole place makes
. Me itch.

P

'453-

B Taking
oPF the ropes
¢ didn't help. She's
> Prozen solid in that

-,

'\__\ position.

all
e,

B~ R0 20
} ooooo ﬂﬁ;? i

|
|

-

~ 1 needto thaw

B

|'= her somehow. I know <

And I
thought the rest &
. oP this place was

&1 chilly ... .—-*‘}

)

i

-

one way that'll

)

-l

( probablywork ... )

== | e

.
e

» probably just make it |

T — §r

[ Canbdoit ‘—,
(" like this, though. I'm )

50 icy right now I'd

worse.




- OOF ==
*Sarr*p that
wasn't more
gracePul, but
Wou're kinda
heavy.

I thirk I'm
thawed? I can Peel )
MY Pingers again //
how ... /i

Ssh/
Hold on.

There's spmeone
around the corner.

I wasn't
gone ten
Minutes!

Either sh
thawed herself or
someone came tio get
her. I need to sweep /
the whole place 4

NG,

" I'll arrange the
" sweep, though I doubt
it'll do much good.

I have a diFPerent job
For you,

~ Come on!
We've got to
Pollow her!

B even --

I khow, but
this can't waib.
Hurry!

We need to
get you ouvt of
here anyway. I'll
explain when
You're safe.

W k-
: You haven't

1.-'?-'_"_1' i -

B
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The Nahva
estate. It's on Yan
Pusen Road, on Long

Island. I'll give wou
directions when we're
out Ghere.

Long Islana?
It's gonna cost
Wou extra.

You'll get it..
And a big tip.

explained anybhing
and now you just want
tio run oPPZ How do I know iP
they're going to try
somebhing else? I don't know
who they are! I don't know
who you are! You expect me
to go home and just
prebend none of this
happened?

N LW gl A
Lo i
L

| L l_i -
Tl feraty

That woman is

see0sse0 000000 5 5 559 5593353300992)
= ¥ e ereesewevwwee——

- i == e, A

about to go do something
horrible that's my Pavit. All of this
i5 my Fault. IF I hadn't been trying to
Pind my boss, they wouldn't have e : e =T
grabbed wou, and they wouldn't have = i =
decided they needed to go do
whatever they're about to do P
- -'-'ifa_'._l_' L

I have to Pix it, and that
means I have to get to her before she
does it, whatever it is ... and Vixen's a
block away and it's going to be hard enough
to Pollow that taxi as it is, and I don't
have time to make it worse by
standing here talking about it!

S
/' This was clearly
; a deliberate
incursion. Thew're
trying to infiltrate
. LS. sabotiage vs.

We can't let
that happen. We
have to speed up our
Limetable.

Pon't Porget any of
the prep. And wear
‘something exciting.

AL

) A ."wfﬂﬁ

LTknow.
Let's get out of here. J

r.-ﬁ'l"":..i--' ;
- s, ,?:-p .J # PO

o -

Got that
covered, don't
worry.

He'll start
drooling When he

_"ﬁ

-

Why do you need to
Pollow the taxi? I know you
heard where she told him to go. You
were close enpugh, and you've got
good ears. You heard them talking
around the corner, inside. I
couldn't make it ouvt.

I don’t know where that is/
I don't spend a lot of time here, OKZ
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ooof ...
I've got to get back to &
Vixen and Pollow her. /

4 u:ru'rl be all right.
I don't think they'll

N Cause You any more
= trovble.
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How are Wou ”
holding u%? ' : Huh. Better
than the FBL. I'M @ Christmas elP.

Yeah, the
: _ Plying reindeer
Yeah, it was a big clue
takes a little \ about that.
practice.

I'm glad I'm not sitting
in back, though. I'd Embabrg
just slide ofP.

But be
careful in Pront
too. Yixen's good
about i, but iF she has . :
to duck her head = knowing your

suddenly, that antler ; hame is one of My
You're latched onto is spperpowers. We have to be
gonna go Porward ' able to know who's naughty and

and toss You over it L who's nice, and what
her head. § | r W b, everybody wants Por
‘ 4 3 Christmas.

know what I 8
want Por d\
Christmas. :
. P e S0 the boss
hey, You called _ B PV fﬂ: you're trying to 3
me "Iggy"” back | _ Vil (e Y Pind ia Mm-hm. He
A there. I never told A = went on a litble
A YOU MY hame. ity J) RV T pre-Christmas
i ‘o i R vacation, and got
intio trouble.

Your name's oA : [l O -
Imogene Thistlewhite. N A e na ball dark 7
Nobody ever calls you AT e Y e Ioe
Imogene. You work in the city WY & O e el
¢lerk's oPPice. You don't love it TN itk
and wou don't hate it. You don't \ B CORFRULION: . g
hate your life either, but AN B abﬂa ghbiglé! %ﬁ ?f;;be
ol Wish there was Wy - : . ,
’ more to it. L AR W He sounded like he might be |
A a god. Or thinks he's one. }
It's hard to tell ‘
sometimes. !

i T

_-...—.d-""‘J

gorry, I
krow it's a lot to
believe ...

"Some circumstantial
evidence is very strong."

-- never mind, I
think we got it.

CK, I know we're &
Pollowing the right road,
becauvse I see her baxi
going down it.
The other way. 40 she did beat
ps, Parn it.

” Now we just need to
| Pigure out where the
Nahva estate --

—/ Thiswing's \
| OPP-limits to

\  guests.

I know. He's
Y sitbing in there pouting’
[ becavse he's gob all
| these hot people around [~ S8
\, and ¢an't do anything /
. Withbhem.

-~ -“‘-1.
)

/7 Bubthe thing is, I'm ™
hot hot.. I'm cold. Can you |
\ Peelhow coldI am?

.\'1.

——

i B
I'mhere to
sge Mr. | _
_ Turguoise. A . i e 3 £ )
2 ie ' ELE W e § " I'msure Wou can
‘?:; - v { [ guard this wing just as well

~-

L in Prom out in the hall.

L - I
FRLL S o g o [* i I
IR v L "
. 1 ¥ . r 1 .Ih_ -
& | 'I'.E:' .

He's not; g Your boss and I
seeing are going to have some

: -
' : ' Pun, and we won't want
ERURE: /I‘\\‘ bo be disturbed.

Yeah< Now, bhablﬁ ’ ;
Well, you were wrong! Mok Yery nice. N
Becavse of all the people I cant we have a J | T firiow
don't want to see right: now -- cease-Pire Por J&§ , e
and that's E"F"'EFﬁfﬁ'ﬂa!;f -= Ghe the season? -:-’c S ' Fﬂb?ﬂfiu}'l?&ggr:rb l"l‘l;'-'llj o
people I want to see the [east = rfhg Eaﬂdﬂh with these hot
ML O - ragiepecie. oo i
e 6 Witk hind ' dick in bhem and -- pow! --
: : - Wou're done before you
start. Must be
Prustirating.

Rau!
N 1 toldvou not to let
: anubody in ...

b

£
-

W ItoldRayyov'd Y\
WL want to see me.

- - ..i:.--!_-':;! )

o
¥ I'mProm Mr. O

el I
IJJ

Obsidian. He sent |
Me as apeace SN
oPPering. ol i

You need someone
like me. sturdy and cold.
Cold enough to keep You

Prom melting down long
\ enough Por both of vs to
N\ Peally enjoy it.

"

.'i

i
'

B
W {
¥ %\
"' ... i

[ o

40 Wou ¢an just
havl your pale icy butt
right out of my house,

¥'hear?

I'm not saying
"Peace ofPering,” my a o Hggugﬂmi%%ugebggﬂ:ﬂﬁ
‘edce o ing, MY ass. R e ing ie
My brother wouldn't make 8 (R g tomorrow. I just want
peace ofPering to save the world. [ Wou to have a nights
IF he gave a dying man water, [N that's actually Fun
he'd spit init Pirst. 40N _ Por a change.

".."]

-
i




| What aboub
It's a party? A Vixen?

She'll be Pine.
No one sees her
Lnless she wants
them to.
I'm not
good with
parties.

Well, you
don't have to go

in with me ... Isaw her.

That's how I got
into this mess.

I think I'll do
better in there Hohk!
than out here. With Then I guess she

MY ek, he has
guards. wanted you to.

You're going to o 5till, You have 3
kind of stand out, ) point. Vix, it might be o i L
though. Even more S BR petter iP You came in Vixen's a
than me. Ry =N With us. persong

Vixen's a reindeer.

I can Pix that. L But she can look like this
When she needs to.

I think all I v e NN =1 You're right, I Don't worry abaut
heed is @ more SN By SR S | don't like it. Vixen. Like [ said, nobody
human skin and S | NN T IR b C N hotices her unless she

the ears ... RN s 34 14 wants. It's her

K Pugurw Por this!

kinda nice to '\ 4L T PERTN B Bubt we do need to
lose the glitber Al DGR " , " keep an eye on her.
Por a while, . b N -
actually.

L
s

pes
:% ..-1'_7'_.-| .

And anyway, :
we're still going to
stand out. The people in
there aren't dressed like
this. And they're all

TS, weadring the same
S colors.

I noticed. But ib's
probably More dangerous
to dress like them. They're
That's, uh ... clearly a ¢lub; iP we pretend
that's pretty . we're in the ¢lub, someone’s .
revealing ... - going bo cabeh us out, and  Bebber tojust .
it'll be bad. be crashing the , : i
. party, I think. : ’ She's a genius Por a
’ . o R L reindeer. She's very :
Then youre TN W - dumb Por @ person. & ' That Might not
Feaggﬁﬁa%agﬁ to \ 2 ' B M- | be aproblem in
putting you in. TN _. e cravid,

i AR T
B

See? Nobody's ‘ i
pauing any

attention.

- Habadgj getsinto b
B sce . Tur-qumae/t_ Shear

o> He's busy
and he doean't

B\ want to be

" :-_*-?Edraturbed_

-_.______”'__1_-
I - ‘.
. :

Tl

/ Bub we just
I:I need to talk to him
. Por a minute! It's

They will : \ iMportant -
when we have to @ ! . IMP -

ask Who owns Ghis
place and where to
Find him.

Unless you I think we
Eﬂ :ﬁfﬂ%ﬁ?: should start with
g ook. the part that's got a
side of bee ;
blocking it oPP. /A

Neboay.
For any reason.

We're going to have
to get beef boy out of the
wau. Mr. Turgqueise is clearly
who she's after, so she's
probably in there with him
now, doing who knows
what. We can't wait.

You're sure?®

We need to

distract the big dude,

but the problem is, I ¢an't \
do it, I'M the one who needs |

to go in and intervene, and

gagy, I don't think you

should ... maybe we can /i . :
convince one of these 48 /| - Lo SR NS :
people to -- i | - - gl et f (AT i

.- W Well,

,I pﬂﬁﬁrbm

> ok, go
[ ahead. But be
careful.

"y

¥




Mamm, you're
50 warm/

Y See, we're
made Por each
o other. It's nice to
be with someone =
who Iwon't  J2 /°
Preeze. _~ -

-

Y Bure not
going to get
tLhis PFrom my
brother ...

Oh, I don's Pool (SR That's my special perfume.
around with him, Silly! 1\ I'mwearing it just Por you.
He's My boss! RN T

Besides, I don't
think he could ever
heat me up enough.

i

a . l:._ i
R .
s '} Lt e o
e AP R E
H o T ey

GQUess soMme
humans really like
women who smell like 4
. reindeer. 1 %
£ TR TNV Doesshe goto N
g | bed with humans
e oPten?

‘1.

i
e e

I don's bhink She's had ) 3 o
many opportunities. g This might get
" i rough. You should stay
i out here, it's saPer.

»~ ButVixen's always <0
been the randiest of the [
reindeer. v

: T == Try to Ir.eeré
R ' anybody else Prom
~( Well, maybe second. wandeﬂriﬂg in, OKZ I don't
B Cupid's like that too ... think You'll have to worry
LoV about Mr. Beef Por @
While, though.

Actvally, they're all like
that, pretty much.

Ok, let's
just make a
litkle dent right

53 ' Fun's Pun, but I

> . Just a big old dumb !umﬁﬁ"“‘x bﬁéﬁﬁ&i@ Lﬁ?”-fgﬁea

= [ of snow. Cooh, I wonder what idea to ina
\ happened to Mr. Turquoise? ) SNOWMER indoors.,
: Where'd he go? /

-""

- How aboub Wou

7 I've got bhis room cold N ChANZR R Dk POWE

~/ enough that none of wour little '\, | 88/ How about You
hotheads are going to want to | R o 5taghm he;g and
even come in here, let alone thaw Al eep him

You, 50 You're going to stay A e S company?
B Frosty Por a longtime -- 2 S T NG

o

7 30rry, but You're
not as good a kisser
a5 you think,

¥ You're not going to get
me! And whoever Wou are, \
s o e the boss isn't gaiﬂg bo like
- d?gﬁﬁ;ﬂ;?m? You interFering!
idn't work?

What are you? -
Who sent youz Good luck thawing the [ump!
. I hope you Preeze trying! /=




You know, we don't ™

care if You crash the
spirit of

' Christmas!
9 You know, that door
d does just Pine
without Wou

I'm, Uh ...
I'm waiting Pora &
Priend ... &

Coh.
15 she in there with Mr.
Turgqueise? 'Cavse that
could be @ while.

... bUb Wou gotita
participate!
4 Geb inbo it, Wknow?

R
i )

o G R T R
Ok, ladies! ; £ RS g i LR .L-Fl}i,-'"_f‘n T
Fresh batch, comin' TR ; Vi Mo o 1, £ I AR AL
around! Get it while &
Wou can!

Pown the
= hatch! I think she
Perfect timing. likes iti!

wheeeoo! et
J‘_: : ot's sitg
Her Pirst timeZ That's a strong batch.

bhere's a space open in
Sink or swim, hUhZ > the bunkroom.

8 Well, I don't %

(A RE think kissing You i5
e B going to work. There! :
| w0 i Now we'll see what X
that does. \

The room Peels better
diready ...

What I need to

do is get some
warmthinto this room
... Shame there's no
Fireplace in here ...

L Y

iyt Iguess]
e don't need a
Pireplace, iP I can Pind

somethingelseto | . = |~ B s B RS we o That's

promising.

I won't
stand For it/

Alf my people!
@dther to me!

... Jou're
welconme?

o 1 =l -
T iy
B! I
2o [ e B
5 1 T

- e,
-

We can wait no ™
longer! We're going to
bring our truth to the |

world tonight! ./

S —

o

l"-

> He bhinks he can just ™S
send somebody into my
hovse to banjax me and not
sUPPer any consequences? )
He's got a big surprise
coming!

g

-...*-..I*Jl

A

=

Damn, that
Mman is

equivped.




o

("’f Hey, hang on a
Minvte with that!
P

* come bo regret what

" kre wou
with us?

Well, ah ...
no.
Not: really.

I mean, I
wasn't going to
let you stay
Prozen --

Palse gods will Bub now You

they've done and &
: said - 8

7~ This just gets
\_better and better.

™

Pid wou at
least get a
chance to have a
good time before he
suMmoned the
troops?

shovld leave.

We'll
reassemble at
the arranged

place.

There will
definitely be a hot
time in the city
tonight!

Everyone drive
carefully. The
expresswauy's an
aPPront to bhe gods.

... iF they give
Hou some ...
orange stufF ...

A6 "--'-H.._..._x
Lodon's N

sorry to
hear it. )

-

And where did
Iggy get to?
She wasn't in that
crowd. Let's check
the house.

T,
~ Ihave ne ™~

/" idea what to do
{ next, Vix. Turquoise
sounds like he's
declaring war, and
\ they're both a lot |
\ More powerful /

~, thanme ... &
‘--"‘-h._ _rr.‘__..-l"h"-=t——

I can't just run
back tio the workshop
and hide! I've got to Fix
this! Somehow.

Sobered
up now?Z

know if I was
exactly drunk.
I've been drunk.

\ It didn't Peel

It sure was
sometbhing,

You know, if
they'd had time
to do anything

with me -- iP they
hadn't been
interrupted

... bhey'd have
probably gotten control
of me completely. I'd be

oPP with them doing
whatever it is they're
doing right now.

That's kind of scary.

= ..--""_'___'_""'--..____1_
i I Peel “

/" really bad about
| dragging her down O S
\. heretolixmy / B Lm—he

o Mess .. =

-‘-‘-‘_‘_-:::li-_‘_‘—h_‘_‘ & {:“3" ., -.';'F'
f.--"' ;-’ ot
~ On the obher hand, ~ s

L

(" with the boss still out QF)

="

the picture, she might be
. the only one we've got

M. Who canbixib... e
‘-1""--.\5—’,/'

It's a cult, is
what it is.

7~ Two cvlts.
| That don't like each
=\, \_obher very much.

My,

" Yeah, and run
by ... goas?1s
that for realz / Youhavea

-~ problem with gods

"~ walking the earth, but
You're OK with Christmas

elves and Plying
reindeer®

Well, I've got: evidence Por
those, don't 17

Gods aren't supposed to be something
Wou actually see/They're supposed
to be imaginary things that some
people like to pray to!

Some gods are
More hands-on than
others. I bhink. Theology
isn't one of My
strengths.

... 50 Wou're in over
your head too?
Pefinitely.

Bot, Wou know, you can
opt out.

o drinkit. /

e OH,
But you'll have to go by
yourselP. I need to keep
an eve on this.

Take it
slow, all right.?
No extra risks. The
situation won't get
oub of contirol
that Past.

L

" o |
And I'd like You to
take the two of vs back
into the city Pirst. I'm
going to need to Pind a
place where I ¢an get a
little rest, and Iggw
. heeds to go home.

I don't have a
very exciting life.

I don't have many
Y Priends, and the ones I do ...
kind of treat me like I'm invisible,
\ alot of the time. I don't really
leave an impression on
anybody, I guess.

.\ 7 This is probably
Lhe most
interesting thing
P that's ever
U happened to me.




This is a very , thicaibop . S
swank room. . g F - do Christmas elves .l A . e
. | - have sex?
T EE
‘x Ll | %
G\
N .'IL.
Y

I didnotice
Wou somehow got
them to give it to You .
without pawing Por it.
Another
superpowenr?

Pidn't have a
choice. I don't have
any moneuy.

You know, all of this /oS
and [ still don't ﬁg
know your name. g2 _ i
Tinseltop. -

HMM.

You're
kidding.

... d Whole lot,
EIFf names are like iF I'm honest.
that. We think homan

names are boring.

St "And we both needed the relief. I don't think we'd have been able bo Pace the next day
, bhey )

dePinitely did not: Ll
pot £A36 in the TV . o /

version. :
: s

(R You can't
ey really blame |
L4, them, bhough. &

No, but ... iP thew'd
kept Ghis plok, I'd have
learned some things

about myself ten
/" IPthew'd kept
Hedrs edhiy. that plot, your
mother wouldn't have
let you watch it.

The Punny thing is, that
was the First time I ever
had sex with a human.

I never told her that.

She wanted it and
heeded it ... and Wou know
how it is. We're all about
making people happy.

Spread out! | Pardon us.
- Spread the Fire!

Are you in a hurry?

e e
e

¥
.
r'r
“'ﬁ.—._._ §

7 Our bime has ™\

| come! There is no |

"‘x_ other path! ,

e
-

o =

spbway ...
dePinitely.

"’ Everyone you S5 e i n i e F Rather deal

( meet w:':[r ﬂﬁ the £ ' . LA S T with creepg down .
| truth of it! We'll 5 N S I gee~ g bhere than Preaks 2 Because we could
'\K_'f.reir:ome bhem al!i!_ S L. =, R S > T e EPY W Up here ... - Lse some help.

Ty

I... don't Ghink
... I don't want to 1dd-d-da-d...
get involved in
whatever ...

There is only one
path. The time of the
illusion of nevtrality is over.
You Pollow me, or you Pollow
a Palse god.

AR, but you alreaay
are involved, even if you = o
4 don't know it.

And one of You Won't notice the
|Q ; those choices is e cold in @ moment.
S . unacceptable. N\




No/
Don't --
Don't touch me!

You're too hot!
It burns!

./ Theonlywayto \ @
: %paas through the Pire |
\ You're burning me --

i istoembraceit. 4.
Vo "_'_-:_.._‘_ g o
7 5 r...:i ';“

.

Unbelievers!
We won't tolerate it!

His way is the way
Take them down!

of a child! A Pool!

: The cold one will never lead wou
anywhere worth being! Only the way of

He's a deceiver and
wants to lead you astray!

warmth ... that's the only way with a
Puture you want!
Come into the Fire and be welcomed!

The only way to Pace
down the world, endure and
dePeat it horrors, is to make

yourself ice!
To harden your heart!
Embrace the colal

— e
/7~ Listen to her, ™,
Tinseltop.

Hello, Togy. My name's
Jessica, bub Wou Might as well call 3
me "Mrs. C" like everybody else does.
That's Dancer behind me. You've

This ... seems bad.

Pon't
remind me.

\_ 8he's right. -
o J..r

With those two,

... Pleased to
meet You,

Mrs, &/
I'm sorry bo
pull you in like
this ...

already met Vixen.

I'm
relieved to see
You're both all

right. Tinseltop has
only a limited amount
of immunity to their
Mischief, and Iggw,
Wou have none.

it really doesn't
mabtter who lit the Puse
-- the explosion was
going to happen
sponer or later,

Completely
out of contirol ...
and completely
MY Pavlt.

You just got
very vhlucky with
the timing.

I guess that
Means you know
who they are. 4
I don't know why
Wou say that. All wou
were trying to do was
Pind your boss and
save my butt ...

Yes.
Minor gods,
these days, I F
sUppose ...

¢ Where do we
L needtogo?

... but even a
minor god ¢an do a
great deal of damage,

a5 you see. 30 ... bhis

justiPies our
Lrying to Pix it?

Oh, yes, I think 50. I hope?

No, it's not really any of
our business, but I don't
want to see them ¢an't convince her

pressgang everyone in s @ to intervene.
bhis city eibher. e - -

hd it may be
wasted trip, iP I

i Also ... did the
cold one take kris out
of commission? Please
don't ask me to say his
primary name, I can's /
. pronounce it.

Bot I Bhink we
should make the

His people attempt.
call him Mr. .

Obsidian. He got |
someone else to do T
J ' its, bUE it was on

Ah! Then he's his orders.
Made this our

business,

Bub there's a

problem. Thew're too

powerful?

For me, yes. Possibly
even Por Kris -- I don't khow,
and I'm nob sure we can spare the
time to Pind out. There's only one
person I ¢an think of who can
rein these two in.

5

Tagy. I won't
s0ggest that you stay
here. Buti if you're coming,
get a coat. It's going to
be cold up there.




!‘ | : 1le'....

T e /Do you know "\ Ay
{ 50 there's really } { why she didn't try >
e \. coming? A /" reasons. Maybe she knew \

A\ -~ :
\ ..i""'--___ ‘ | s " ﬁll,.-
. " Anridoi -‘___'"'-..‘
3 MF'E. Olavs. L ko gt,,s.p ME pr"ﬂu'u". III Py Could be a lob -ﬂp ,
R et b ' | hobhing she'd say could keep |
W 2 : % You Prom seeing how this /
" =, : o g comes out. o
/ Oh,ves, very o S . PV 55 -
i much. We covldn't |
""b._.___ d'ﬂ 'Illlritlh':'u’tl h'EF- .____.-"J

=~

o
1“"'—-._ o
i, e
e

" Well, that's Or maube she ™
brue. knows Wou're
important in some way to \
whatever's going to happen. |
She kriows a lot of things, |
and doesn't always tell vs. |
The boss does that too. |/
You just kind of have to /
go withit. ./

_-l-'

_~"You know, the boss .... i What he i5, | 2t 4 =33 .
/S and we elves mostly just like to make stuPP “‘ _ - . = s Ooh.
[ and don't pay much attention to anuthing else ) , B S - N = I'M ... nok sure how I

. --- SoMetimes she's the only person at the  / T et o SN E et
. Workshop Who's got her head together. L i TR :

Now, this is important.
The woman we're about to see is a Pertility
goddess ... but their tradition is different.
LiPe and death are indivisible Por them, and
they can be violent and croel.

Central America?
Sputh Amenrica?

Mexico, I think.
Bub somewhere pretty
Par south. Here, let me

deal with Wour coab.

F "= _ S SN
You two ¢ i A L == _
will need to be . : : N = .
especially vigilant. ™ S .y L : - {' I think that means )
There are things . o ' 1 1 : \  "be extra polite."
around here that'd - . ;. . -
like tio have Wou e = .
For lunch. oy v - J -

Keep out of % = e . o :
sight until we - . -
come back out. _ o | b=
- . - ’ Very much so. h

Or she might rip Your heart ovt. )

And eat it. /

... I didn't know snakes
came that big.

IF they were
aggressive, they'd be
acting very difPerentiy
right now.

But let's go around
them. Just in case.

understand any ¥ T 7 Well, you believe in

of that? her, don't you?

"Only believers past
this point. Am_ﬂjbadgz else
will be sorry.

... loosely translated.

ik Adh e ' ; I know what
Gh: WEI r] i) T4 ! ww i .l- i U i H
that's great. il i A

Doesn't apply to us.

Not
saying a
word.




237 V30T A¢TdI0N
acie!l Tate Ge Tae
GCCe1 SMCaTIE J4 Tag¢ |
RO DT S

W Al

ARG d H¥0TE
Ta¢ pCHI¢ HITad

ye W1 €Y

Just
-= S0ph -~
give me a minute
to take oPF Ghis
hat ...

b

glauﬁcﬁgﬁrﬂ;ﬂﬁ,g no ;}I,..-"'f Nor he with you, snake mothenr.
x ] |:

: This isn't anything like that.
quarrel with the CEaui,__ - TH; 4 ah-f?ut " {?up 7 b

"

Hmph.
I can guess which two.
What are they doing now?

Just part oP one Paith, even though their N B And it
city, at the moment ... but Methods sbink. - ﬂam{nﬁ%aiﬁ:ﬁheir ==/ have to come
they're Porcing people into balls too Much as it i5. 2 :

; . Oh, let: them
! . be, Yochil.

N,
They mean no 1
harm, and this one is, I
believe, known to me.
"-' 4 3
M e
4 & " 4 - Y -..
g%, ‘. '
Ta¢ HCHA¢ ' y - a.F “ "5
vITae! abh €I Y e et :
AIEGCeHy woTa B . - 2
BCaICe! JCTa &1 RS . ' ' e mle
CIIIvets e LI — o,
B9 dven aeiel Taly T
GLEITTHCT 91 ve B
YIPAICT b | (S

A1 | - -

7 Those
two, I swear.
I shovld never

IP I'm going to
do this, I need an
. inducement.

Every time I

think they've decided e WAL RS ; ‘
to behave themselves 3 il - «.
they Plare up again in e B & wheul Y
some obher place and g

start all over. B Can Yoo ...

B will you rein
bhem in?

I want a o N
sacrifice. R
I can ... but the PR T
problem is, I really shovldn't. : PR i

Thew're allowed to spread their

Prom the human.

=\i?95ﬁraging the earth? \ servitude to boild armies to 4 ik AR You bwo don't

"'_"‘k o
Rk

.:1_;--

... sacrifice ...
I'm too

You, Uh ...

You mean like ... / already

; Now hold on!
| Iggy is under my
k- protection.

Well, by implication.
I certiainly didn't bring
her in here to have her
get murdered.

Excellent.
Now let's see about my
problem children.

“anake mother ... not
\ bhat I doubt you ...

=

... buk they have
been collecting
Pollowers right and left ...
and you have very Pew
remaining ...

Don't remind me.
That's why I need a
priestess, ;

Yes, well, what I
I meanis ... I'm worried
& about ... power levels. &

someone to go out in N

the world and get me W ~
more Pollowers. And I mean | =5 (S8 : 3 Igaw!

by convincing them, not [ S ESEREE TS R 3 You don't: have to agree

_ bhe metbhods my idiob £ 5 TS S L to this. There's surely

. Pight each other ... =T A L

No, no, no!

old Por that.

I don't need more
blood spilled in my
name. What I need is
a priestess.

I need

50N5 Vse. T | RV . some obher way.

Don't You . P i >’ Iwantto,

have one¥ o o gt - though. It sounds
L ¥ - interesting. A lot more
interesting than what
I have now.

Gﬂ;’au mean XochilZ
dness, no. she's a T
handmaiden. She sees to my needs [ E;’FF ftcﬁ a Ve

well, bub she could never be a & e
priestess. she's not worldly. She's / e _ E‘FIU f ‘;’fﬂ‘ If‘ﬂhg" Efﬁ h'bﬂﬂ

never been more than Five miles 48 = - ) ere. 10U MighG hever be

Prom here in her life. - able Go go back.
< . What was I going
Lo go back to?

It's OK,
Tinseltop.
Really.

. Ml right. | : \ ... This is what I
I‘ff Lﬁ?:h . : want Por Christmas.

Bot you did sau i
they've been gaining their \
Pollowers through
compulsion®

Brute
Force. Even
the ones they're
not just
transforming in the
street ... one of
them drugs
people, and the
other vses

. At BN Besides, I'm
Then you _ their mother.

heedn't worry.

You can't build a b
Pollowing by Porce. I may only ‘
have a small handPul left, but

they Pellow me voluntarily. Their
belief is true. Each of them is
worth thousands of my sons'
compelled thralls.

I don't know if
the boys never

bothered to learn that T'll always be able to
lesson, or are just too kick their asses.
impatient to do it the right
way ... but either way,
they have a shock
coming.



stand
I-"fuL-J" Iround!
r"'"H b f-ﬂ'i'- him Preeze
Wour heart! Fire is

Mmoreg --

P £
atéack/Don't
let them Z
tmﬂat-e Wou! a}

hey can't melt A
HWF o |I—":|

[ |

!.-__.-'1

k IL/"II"..'/\\ rl;“"]
I |
|
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What kind of trick is You know, the
bhis? You think you're going era of wrathPul
by pulling me away -- . don't respond well to
" intimidation anymore.
Bot you two are 50
busy trying to
outpiss each obher &
b that you haven't 48

Mother! (R ter |
This is nota | 9 ﬂ:g Eg fm |
good B'M?__'_;"' v.rhaﬁ we bell |

them. That's
the whcr!e
W{Hﬁ! !

~ You covldn't
/ destroy me in your
|' wildest dreams. And
. don't try to tell me
’ | this wasn't your /
; tr'rr:h -

.

When would be a good > « o
time? APteryou Pinished A T T T
trashing a city? k-2l i .

I really do think the Not sure why I ever had any
problem is your dicks. boys in the Pirst place, really.

It'd be ~f S 17 \ [ ~-uoohkh |
hilarious if it ¥ l‘ "J‘-‘, |
wasn't tragic.
Alwauys cockPightin
because neither ¢
Wou can get
[aid.

~ You think this is
Punny? You think it's
going to make any
difference at --

-~

Youneed
someone wWho
can heat you
enpugh to get it Lp,
and he needs
someone who can cool
hit down long
enpugh to do
anybhing.
I don't know why I
didn't see the answer
dges ago.

With them
accupied, all their
MmischieP should be

Lndone now.

Thank you. I
really do
h dppreciate ib.

'f Thanks Por
everything,
Tinseltop.

I.J.r'.ﬁﬂ 't they, |
\ L qrt:fmd;.*

k¥ HalP-siblings.
| Their Pathers were @ . .l = o g
B, pain in bhe ass too. AL e by those rules e You take care of
- EHHIWEH - H'ﬂUFﬁE[R .:,"F:;T



Xochil, this is your new
priestess. [ want You to show

her the ropes.

Oohd
I've never
had a
prigstess

Not that this
wasn't productive, but
we've lost a lot of bime.
We've got to get back to

inding kris.

Frost took the
boss out of
COMMISSion becauvse
Chsidian asked him to. Bijou
didn't say the boss never
lePt here, but it was
pretty clear.

What I'm not
sure about is why
Obsidian wanted to put
the boss on ice in the
Pirst place.

Christmas
is a Porce Por
warmbh in @ dark
cold time. Obsidian
probably thought that
iF he could get
Christmas to not
happen, that would
work in his
Pavor.

Alsg, I
bhink he just
doesn't like
people to be

happy.

B T
_("" I..1,uh, don't N
A know what: you --

How did Wou think this
was going to go, Jack? Did
Wou really think wou could just
Make him disappear? That we
wouldn't come looking?

For that matbter, you
knew you wouldn't be able
to keep him Por long. As soon
as he got bored with whatever
cage Wou pub him in ... do Wou
imagine he's going to be
pleased with you?

§ 8
it III'l
: ' % _
| )

What Presh
A MischieP is this? |

Mrs C. ...
When you were Ok with
Iggy coming alon

No worries, Mrs. C.
I'm 29% sure [ know
where he is. I just got
interrupted by Igay
getbting kidnapped.

| ——d

We're only barely

open. The girls won't be &
out Por another hour. I ¥
always have to tell you

clowns every night.

VN

1
oy
B
E

[}

Good evening, Jack.

I didn’'t have a choice!

Look, I don't really
even run this place
anymore. I gob muscled in
on. There's this guy ... I
can't ¢ross him! He'll
wreack me!

He told me to put @
Kringle on ice! What was I
gonna do, tell him no and

get handed My head?

g..

... did you maube
krow that the snake
Mother was going to ask
Por ker to be her -
priestess? . Now, Tinselbop.
e £ How could I have
possibly khown
something like that? &8

i £
= o :,:'\-"".

b
. L

e

F X

s el

'k ... My word.
ms T never thought I'd
. 5€€ You in here.

| T
-
,,,,,

It's been a
long time ...

1 b

-
. S
1' g,
.

Save it.

i

71 know wou have Kris. I

heed Wou to let him oLb.
Right: How.

Well, I've got good news,
then. Obsidian is out of the
picture. For a long time. He won't
be interfering here again.

You --
You ook him
out% HowZ _~
— Jack, honestly. APter all
those years ...
You should know who Wou really
don’t want tio ¢ross,

Now let him oUE.

I boldhim it was a

bad idea ...

"1 don't know Which one
! is him. I can't tell them
'\ apart. You're going to have

to Pigure it out.,

This one’;‘-""""" "

h TH'L - ..__.I'I

... and second,
did You really think
that was going to
buy You any time?




Jack, even though I

enjoved that little WU

| vacation more than you
. Might think ... I'm still
”*-.. VEJ"H dr&appmﬁted

st

I trusted you.

| wears, with no warning,

That's good.

And not a
Moment too
SOON.

Did that happen? I
mean, did she decide to
stay like that?

You know, I
don't think the
boss has checked
on her again yet.
You know how
time is here,

I also don't
know whebher the
snake mother ever
changed her sons
back. Buk we haven't
seen any trouble
From them.

What about
Iggy?
Oh, I do
know about
Iggy. I checked
on her. A Pew
Wears later, I
guess?

Yeah,
well, maybe
Wou shouldn't
have.

~ You kicked me
out aPter all those

straight to the curb, ot
even 50 MUch as an

apology ...

You expect loyalty
aPter that?

HMMZ

Oh, Yes.

£

A\ 1

JHW --
o~ 4 m @H@%ﬁm 3 o ‘11 g 11 ~{ Eﬂ% C‘?ﬂ ilﬁ . 15*--

I did
dpologize. And I
warned you well in
advance that we were
Moving to an era where /o
I covldn't use you &
anymore.

N —— . R
¥ No one was Porcing - Ve
You to stay here. You're

clever and capable. And the
company you've been

‘“EEF'”Q " He didn't

gi'.re Mme any
choice!

= Again, there
were things you *au[ﬁ
have done. You could have '
come o me Por help. \
There comes a bime When you -'rf-'}h -'
have to take some // B
responsibility For A N
nourself. 3 '

several times.
I think you didn't
want to hear it.

And when I
dismissed wou, I made
sure Wou had somebhing
down here ... I wanted
Yoo to fand on J-"GUI'_ -
Feet ..

ﬂa Wou set me up in
this shitty clob?

.

shut: up, Bijou, ho one asked You

And now you
[eave me the
responsibility of
Piguring out what sort
oFf penance is
appropriate.

I hate this place and everyone in it! I hate
having to smile at these assholes and treat
them like gentlemen while they crawl into a

back room to get their rocks off! That's
Your idea of a soPt landing?

o *‘
S E i Wl A - Merry Christmas.
Ithmh Wou A <Y o ki ! ’}"GUHFE' the one Who loves this
should work the other - - I'a place and cares about it, 50

: = . : Jo B You should be the one
Side "pat'm;r‘;f"ﬁe Por @ - o R ruRKing it.

p——

Personally, I Pound it an !\ : 3 A R 4,
interesting and enlightening | , \ ?, __..'.
Xpenie . / . B Lk - q. ‘. Ty
REpaTECe -. 1 A l: i 'n-t-i'.:-:':‘:'i‘ﬁ.i:' % -'-'-‘::'“'" '
' . ‘ 1«..:-1':":” *“;::1"'

I"'-..:-u

Bijou, the club is

HOUrS Now.
o

i

R

|
' He could still S
B make my liPe }'

B difPicult . T |
- T “!/ "M \ H %

~
fl AR
% 4

_..'l

I.

_.—a-l-'r

; B
I don't think it'll ~
be a problem. I lr.na"r “t.,
"1 how the boss works. Her |
mindset will Plip over
pretty Past.

She'll settle in before
Wou khow iti. I know you'll be
kind to her, and you try to make
conditions here good Por
everyone, 5o she'll probably
get 50 she likes ib.

Who knows? By
the Gime the boss
remembers to come
check on her, she mau
even decide she
doesn't want to
change back.

I'll be right
behind you.

“She hadn't stayed in the jungle For long. APter she ' i, s ﬂ‘
learned her job, she went back to the city. When I £ P AT,
checked on her, she'd managed bo accumuiate a small vl R
but very deveted group of true believers.” el :'f*';*iﬂ% HTTYREY Fetitde
| s A
"I don’t know :'“’%“"i  ¢i2L
" that she's ever (3 58

managedto e
expand much
beyond that, |
but she clearly .
ENnjoys her work, .
and that's good

enovgh For me."

y

#




