just gather around me ... ___‘_.a"
TR g

B

THE RED X CLLIB

HAS A BAR, A DANCE FLOOR,
MUSIC, ALL THAT ... BUT
NOBOPY BOES THERE TO
DANCE. AT LEAST NOT
VERTICALLY.

THE BACK HALLS OF THE CLUB

MOSTLY CONTAIN PRIVATE

ROOMS FOR THE STAFF TO

ENTERTAIN THEIR CLISTOMERS, e
BUT GIL FILDIE, THE OWNER OF Mr. Fildie, it's
THE CLLB, DOES RESIDE ON important!
THE PREMISES, ALONG WITH
TEZA DEAL.

Mr. Fildie!

-*"';F Mr. Caspian, wou
C'mon, I know 7 ... Mr. Caspian, y
Wou're in the-r:e. : [ know Wour way by now.
i \ Will you excuse my not
N, Showing Wou oub?

Answer the door!
I hope you
enjoyed wourself,
Mr. Caspian.

Will I see you

again soon? TEZA DEAL: FILDIE'S MOST SENIOR

EMFPLOYEE, AND HIS REGLILAR
LOVER. ALSQO ESSENTIALLY THE
MANAGER OF THE RED X. IT'S
FROBABLY NOT EASY TO WEAR ALL
THREE OF THOSE HATS AT ONCE.

What's the
problem, Sora?

He's probably
just asleep.

Teza!
Actually, You
could deal with it
boo ... customer
issve ...

... buE I know Mpr.

Fildie's in there, I

SawW him come in
hours age.




TO DEAL'S CREDIT, SHE DID CALL THEN I 60T A SLRFRISE.

GLORIA BANTAM IMMEDIATELY Well, that's Par

—— AND GLORIA, MY DIRECTOR - ( too obvious.

OF DOMESTIC MATTERS, WAS "

BUT T WONDEE IF SHE'D HAVE , - ' B

‘D HAV, ; ' J

DONE THAT IF. SHE'D KNOWN _ | St b
GLORIA WAS JUST GOING TO : ! : b IJ

CALL ME. YES, SOME THINGS | eed to death. Unless he

CAN ONLY BE HANDLED BY THE y =% picked a very difPicult
OFERATIONS MANAGER, AND / way to sicide.

I'M SURE DEAL KNEW THAT...

BUT SHE AND I WERE NOT ON

FRIENDLY TERMS JLIST THEN.

I NORMALLY WOLLDN'T
CALL HER THAT, BUT ON
THE OTHER HAND, I
HAPN'T SEEN HER LEAVE
MEDICAL IN I WASN'T
SURE HOW LONG, 50
NOT ONLY WAS IT
FUBLIC FORMALITY, BUT
THERE WAS A CERTAIN
AMOUNT OF "WHO ARE
You, ANB WHAT HAVE
YOLL BONE WITH

FILDIE HAD BLED OLIT. HE'D BLED ZUSY-@7"
OUT BECALISE HIS FPENIS AND
TESTICLES HAD BEEN CUT OFF. :
And iP he was

THAT WAS AS FAR AS MY LITTER Thouakt 1'd adve just asleep, I think
LACK OF FORENSIC MEDICINE g - someone trying to cut his
COLILD TAKE ME, AND IT WASN'T You SoMe trouble. penis off would have
B00D ENOLIGH. SO FIRST Let's have a look. Woken him up
ORDER OF BLISINESS WAS TO :
GET THE BODY TO ZUSY-@.

He's been dead
about two hours. IP I %et
him back to the [ab now, 1 can
it g probably sill Pind traces of
3 ; whatever drug's in his
system.

| EITHER DEAL WASN'T VERY LIPSET ABOUT GIL'S Look, M5. A R,
DEATH, OR SHE WAS DETERMINED NOT TO GIVE ME Barlowe, I know you '\ o
THE SATISFACTION OF SEEING HER LIPSET ABOUT IT. want to ask a bunch of  What7z
questions, but [ have You're already trying
another customer as hard as you can to

' : . waiing... Wreck us and NoW You
I was with a . : | s

y/  customer. I was just -
Pinishing with him when I saw = .
. Sora trying to get Gil to How long were :
: come to the door. Wou with the
customer?

-- Uh, what I mean is,
we're not in great
condition right: now, and iP
Wou close us entirely we
Might: not --

About an hour? We
don't watch the clock, you

know. Customers get leeway. Ms. Deal, there has been a

sometimes they want _ ,
seconds. murder on your premises, IP1
didn't shut you down until it's
No, You don't. investigated, someone would say I
wasn't doing my job.

And I didn't: see Gil bePore I went:
to that a;:-po}ntment because [ was
ronning late. I got in, and had to rush e IP wou want to reopen
directly to the customer. uLh;t %ﬁf&; gEéﬁS_ Paster, then You'll help me geb to
Where were you the bottom of it. Which may include
bePore that? telling me things that are none of
MY business.

Tell him t0 go home. It's late. I'll be back to

None of your
business. talk b0 WOL LOMOrPOW.

o [—
L AeTUALLY, T'VE COME TO
BELIEVE THERE'S NOBODY ON a You've been

COLDPOINT LIKE PARSONS. It's under 3 : : Porbidden to
investigation, and it's too Wait -- interPere with
so0n to know anything, 5o What are you \ p* orientation ...

go away. talking about? 4

I didn't! i
- I was watching Prom the |
Under observation level. _/
" investigation?
How ¢an it be under
invﬁtigatfcm? ;
- Whéaé:: 53%5;1 | | You can't let her
PEOPLE|COME TO i MYé5tigatues . transPer yet! She's not

ﬁﬁgg rgﬂgggﬂ;ﬁf_ : ' capable of making an /
. ; independent judgment, --
THE CHARTER DOESN'T . | independent judgment --
FORCE THEM TO. PARSONS '

HAS GRABLIALLY DRIFTED
FROM "YOU DON'T HAVE TO

TRANSFER IF YOL DON'T
WANT™ TO "THERE SHOLILD |

ALWAY'S BE HUMANS ON | ahe's 3 chilal

COLDPOINT™ TO "THE . 5 |
ROBOTS ARE A MENACE." This is i‘: ;}é‘?j‘-"ﬂ” oF The girl!
2 Cusi Setrik.

o e Sl -' Arrived with her parent.s
BECALISE SHE'D BOTTEN Nl
WORD OF FILDIE'S DEATH ' as part of the new
SOMEHOW. A MLURDERED | batch last night.
HUMAN WITH AN IMPLICATED o
ROBOT WAS EXACTLY THE
KIND OF THING THAT 60T
HER LIP IN ARMS. AND I
REALLY DIDN'T WANT TO
DEAL WITH HER JUST THEN.

e e
= o

e
-~

/1 mean, Lh, | o 7l | W
; il ell, thab
( that's very | i 1 g certainly sounds

: ""-. - _.-"' .
- .._‘._}r'epreefhmg e 4 g like @ mess,
_.__,..-.'F=""-""'- " k.."'.___ . < - L |
W v ) 1 g | |

I'd agree even iPit
weren't moot. Zusy-&
wouldn't put someone in a

Prame before their brain was

Pully grown bnless it was a \

dire emergency. @il Fildie was
' Pound dead last
night. He was almost

‘ | certainly
And even though we've e Mmurdered.

P ne;er* had an underage arrival :

bePore, the charter anticipates A :
- ; i Y Good [uck with your
- this. We knew it'd happen investigation.

sponer or later. %
~7 Oh '\
( Well. All right ) - One or more
\ Ehen. p robots may be
s ' implicated in his death.
That's all I've got right
how, and I'd like to try o

.. Whab were uou i4al :
" el keep it quiet until 1
balking abovt? ; {7k Mo iy

e,

I won't say a word.

I KNEW THAT HAD TO BE
COMING, AS SOON AS T
REALIZED I'D BLOWN IT.




|
\

... Just bizarre.
I wanted to ask her if she
. Was Peeling well.

I guess
even Parsons
has decent

Moments. 50, the good news

is, because of the
contracts issve, the Bed ¥
is operating on a skeleton
crew right now.

GLORIA PENIES THAT SHE
ENOWS EVERYBOLY IN ;
COLDPOINT. MAYBE SO. BUT IND
TERMS OF KEEPING TRACK OF |
WHERE THEY WORK AND LIVE, |
SHE AND HER DATABASE ARE
LUNSTOPPAELE.
Well, we aré';

I; I '\l

..-r" - _,.. ]

—

A WHILE BACK, ARIN=-A, OLUR LOCAL LABOR AGITATOR, CAME TO GLORIA WITH A
COMPLAINT THAT THE RED X FUT ITS SEX WORKERS LINDER EXPLOITATIVE ONE-YEAR
CONTRACTS. WE AGREED WITH HER, AND TOLD FILDIE (VIA DEAL) THAT THEY
COLLDN'T FILL ANY MORE HIRE CONTRACTS LUNLESS THEY SWITCHED TO MORE
HUMANE ONES. FILDIE CABAIN, VIA DEAL) SAID THAT IF THEY DID THAT THEY

WOLLPN'T HAVE ANY STAFF; AS IT WAS, PEOFPLE TENDED TO LEAVE AS SOON AS
THEIR CONTRACTS WERE UP.*

I Pigured. Deal
said they were on the
edge. she also said this
was just us trying to
close her down.

o T
éft"-
, .'.

%

FILDIE HAPN'T BUPGED SINCE THEN, AND THE RED X HAD LOST A LOT OF ITS BACK
STAFF TO ATTRITION. THIS WAS WHY PEAL WASN'T ON 6000 TERMS WITH ME.

* SEE "UPSTASED BY DEATH" AND "FRAMED FOR DEATH."

/ The body's in™,
a cold locker. I
wasn't sure when
wou'd come. I'll 4

go get it.

Ecsetamol

Anyway, there's Pour Wou
heed to talk to, I think.

Teza Deal, obviously.
50ra Chene, who's @
human, of all things.

S Helix, who's an L, @
like Teza.
She doesn't have
another name.
Just Helix,

\ Wait, isn't she --7

Yes. I'm not sure
what she's doing there,
The Pourth one is a D who's
registered as "Party /
\_ @irl." Don't ask me. /%

surely they
need more than |
Pour people ... »
i

Y They do, but the

“ Pront-oP-house staPP -- the
'Y bartenders and 5o on -- they don't
L\ | have the same contract issves. Some
of them have been there Por Years.
Apparently Fildie didn't f.'-r'eab
. Ghem like dirt.

GLORIA IS A I-"EEF SWEET PERSON, E.UT ON THE RARE GCL,AEIC?NS .

WHEN SHE REALLY DOESN'T LIKE SOMEEBODY, YOU CAN TELL.

I didn't Pind any kind of
sedative or anything similar.
I did Pind ecsetamal.

... You

asked me to ban that, |
and I did, but I don't
remember why.

Unless
Wou've got
something you
want Lo show me,
don't bother. I
dlready saw more
of it than I
wanted.

Becavse it's

halluginations.

dangerous. People were
Lsing it as a sex drug ...
enhances euphoria and cavses
mild, and I'm told pleaﬁanb

-_._.-l"-'-._

: - — '. = B
I Mean, come back Por names ™
iP you need to, but I don't think )
they're W;

/" The real trouble is, I

(

don't much want to talk
to any of them.

... I bhink maube I'll go
check with Zusy-@ Pirst.

40 he could have been
out deeply enough that
someone could have cut off his |
dick and not gotten a

reaction out of him.

But the saPe dose is tiricky
to calculate, even Por

Now the question is, are ™
either of those things by
themselves serious enough to
hit: the mental block?

—— f .

Did we guess right:®

Yes and no.

il Maybe.

7 The problem is -- I'm going 60 "\
confirm this later -- there are

reasons why i almost hasto ,
be Teza Peal. -

But it's such a
stretich ... even iP we say
/ that it was Ewo people Who didn't
know what each obher was doing ..
the one Who CoMes in and cuts it opp
doesn't know how ovt of it he is ... she

e 1Y

—

,  thinks he'll get up and Pind help, She i

N doesn't realize he'll lie there and
die ... No, no, it's still too f,/
convaluted.

. |
1' IIll II|I
|

For what it's worbh, - .
Wwhether a robot covld do the N0
excision would also depend on how they \ |

Pelt about the victim. Much easier to
overcome the block iPF they hated

proPessionals ... depends on your
weight, Your adrenaline levels, what
You last ate ... and iP you

overdose, usvally it's lebhal. .. Ok, good call on

Lhe ban, then.

He might not have
werdaéﬂ:i though. It's hard Por
Mme to 53y how MUCh Was in him
originally. It could have just made
him comatose.,

Yes, and
that's the
A other thing.

know, Deal's the
only person who
liked Fildie.They'd
been together For
Wears,

I mean, things do
change, but she was
dePending him to me just a
couple of months ago ... I'm e
having trouble imagining it Then why try 0
going sour enough Por her /' hard bo break Occam's
to do Ghat. razor? Assume a human
cut oPP his penis. Whether
that's what killed him or
nob, it simplifies the

situation greatly.
~ Ml right, but why? g ;

/" The only person who has
obvious means and mobives is
dlso the person who loved him

.. andshe has the damned
mental block.

-

I think giving someone
ecsetamol probably wouldn't
count as "harming" them, especially
if you didn’t think the dose could
possibly be Patal ... but cutting off
soMeone's penis, that sure
seems like "harm" to me ..

reason to aim
Per a robot:
here?

FECOFLE ARE GIVEN AN INJUNCTION AGAINST HAEMIMQ HL,
THEY TRANSFER INTC ROBOT FRA

WHEN

SOMETIMES |T HAS MORE LATITUPE FOR INT. EEPEEF ﬂ-’v‘h" E-‘AN IDLIKE.

o

Hell, Por all T know
Wou're not even bothering
to give new transfers the
mental block. Who'd know,
Uhless they did something

like this?

You've alwaus
said it was just
there to placate
paranoid humans.
What if Wou only
Gold them it was
there?

I'd be incredibly annayed by
that suggestion iF I didn't khow it
was just Wou being Prustrated at

having to deal with Your sixth
murder in a year.

... You know, I was a lot
sprer of my ground before 1
learned just how shaky the

him, or were enraged by him.
| \ mental block really is.

.. It's been more

BY the way, how's
than a year.

Treac coming along?

And one of them
was only nearly a
Mmurder.

N\

TREAD GLAPSTONE, ONE OF
MY TIWE SIGNIFICANT OTHERS,
HAD EINALLY BEGLUN HER
TRANSFER FOUR DAYS AGO.

\ s . |
" 1keep wondering iP =T 1 ¥
/' we're at some kind of : ’ \
( inPlection point ... or maybe a2
Parsons and Beth and that lot: -

\, have stirred up trouble to It may just be a
. cribical levels .. Punction of population.
Perhaps we were 50
trouble-Pree Por years
. Simply becauvse there
. were so Pew of us,

>
i
L0
R
l.,.rl"'- - ']
_.,,?#
. L
"y
- o,
l, - -"n.‘
s T 9
. .

She's Fine.
I'm supposedto be
working on her Prame
right now.

= f"’ ThcrughI recognize

that's not @ much more
r#aﬁﬁur'mg ﬂH‘EWEF

No, especially not with our ™,
next big push coming soon ... \1.'
we're probably going to grow by |

; ‘1 suppose we'll
@ bhird, you know f:-hat.rf_,,/*—:“‘*—————_____ﬁ—_f Pl e
Wl e Y. S0Mehow.

L

You didn't need to
talk to her, did wou?

No, no.
Just checking.




You're getiting ;
better. I didn't have &=
to chase after you §

this time.

MENICA SC@TT, MY HEAD OF ENGINE
MIN HAS NAGGED ME TO TAKE HE

. SHSPECT INTERVIEWS EVER SINCE ON
‘p TO THRO MRE- A BALCON
T g

I called you.

{ That's what I

mean!

Well, we might be :
dealing with a robot who '\
has a weakened mental

block. &

——_

e
e,

I mean, Ididn't think it ™,
Was worth bringing sidearms \
-= not yet, anyway -- bok iP

somebody gets a little pushy, I H

may want another robot 4
around to push back. /
0N

" 80 nobody but
Fildie and Peal could
get: in there?

mI'CONLY BOTTEN A BRIEF GLIMPSE OF SORA

"Deal” ... that

sounds so strange. IP
I ever called her "Ms.

Deal" she'd think I'd 105t my T

mind. Now, Mr. Fildie, iPI
called him "Gil" he'd
probably have thrown
aPfit ...

Anyway, uh
... yes. Mr. Fildie
liked his private
quarters to be
private. I didn't even
really want to buzz,
becavse I knew he'd
explode, but it was
important.

What exactly was
the problem?

Um. It doesn't
really have anything
to do with this ...

e

"Probably not, but You
never know. )

15 there a reason Wou
Hdun‘t want to tell me? f,f

T 4

-

CHENE THE FREVIOLUS NIGHT. NOW THAT I
COULD GET A GO0P LOOK AT HER, I
REALIZED SHE WASN'T AS YOLUNG AS SHE'D
SEEMED -- WHICH, FRANKLY, WAS A RELIEF.

& ...5ee, I was born
Y Patricia, and everybody
called me Patty, but one
bime somebody messed up
and wrote it as 'Party’
and it just kind of

_ 50 ['ve been Party
8l Girl ever since. Isn't
o that wild?

L o

= TE

It's
something,
Por sure.

20 You didn't see
anything last night?
Nothing unexpected or
vhusual?

> You know, if we .
keep having this kind of
thing regularly, you may
heed to consider getbing

some actual peace
oPFicers.

I was just
talking about that
with Zusy-@.

-

“No. ib's just ... Teza might &
not be happy I told you. She

I really hate the
idea, though.

Well, he wouldn't
have wanted me.

already thinks you're --

...We had a
customer come in and
we didn't have anybody to
see him. PG and Helix were
booked back to back, all night,
and Teza ¢ame in and went:
right to an appointment 4
witihoLt having time to
say hello ...

We don't have
enough people right now,
and he was being pushy with
the concierge abouts iti. I sure
o wasn't going to be the one to
S\ have an argument with him.
. That's what managers
are Por.

You say nobody was

Ch.
Yes, I understand.

available ... bubt it sounds

You can't
have been with
customers aif

like HoUwere ...

7 Just about! I
barely had enocugh
Lime to clean up
between them. I had my
Pirst customer as soon as
We opened, and my |ast
was ... Uh ... well, it was
real [ate, I know that,
becavse wou'd already
closed LS and Teza
was waiting to
lock up.

1 1 Iﬁ ..I.- ] .
VR e -
¥ We don't have

enpugh people! That's

not @ secret, I don't
bhink? IP that's a
secret, don't say I
told you.

Hew! IF Mr. .
Fildie's dead does
that mean we can

get more people 4
nowZ

You
don't have
Much of a
Pilter, do
Wouz

I don't know what
that means. But I know it's

' not: a lot of Pun working here

right now. It used to be, but
there's too much Por vs! We
: need help!

Hmm. n
5o did Yoo kill Fildie so

Oh, no, Iwas
with customers all ™
hight! I had a grovp Por a
while. I was with them Por
three hours., I bhink that
Might: be My hew 4
record! p”

—

.

F' 1was with
customers all
hight.. Non-stop. You
May have noticed
we're somewhere well
beyond short-staffed.

ol I'm told you're
8, partly to blame
o Por that.

Don't believe
everything Deal tells
you. I'm not: the one who
wrote those horrible
contracts.

Speaking of
which, Helix, I'm a
little surprised Wou

There's only the
N three of vs. Well,
' Pour, but --

I wouldn't
put it like Ghat.

this place could bf Pun
again, maybes Ch, no! I covld never
do something like that.
B Besides, it isn't allowed, is
N 67 Don't we have some
kind of brain thing?

It can be
easier this way,
Wou know.

I don't have to do
MY OWn bookkeeping. I
don't have to do my own
prometion. I can just

sighed on Por one.

Bub it does seem like '
You were doing very
well on Your own, 50

Pocus on the sex.

i

Well ... you're
probably the only sex
worker in Coldpoint who's
Pamous, or something like it.

I mean, even I've heard of
you, and I'm oPten the iasb/
person to know about
anything -- v

I'm not sure why
You'd want to join
a house.

Unless you had
some obher incentive

I'm not seeing.

I resent your
implication.

No, this isn't
much of a place, and
Fildie was an ass ... but
maybe I think it's rePreshing.
Maybe this is my way of
baking a year's
vacation.

Anyway, I didn't kill
him becavse I was
dissatisPied, iP that's what
you're trying to get to.



Oh, here we go.
The part where Wou
try to get me to tell

you I killed Gil.

It'd really make your liPe
simpler iP I just rolled over Por you,
huhZ Then Wou could just shut me and
the Bed ¥ down and not: even bother
witih the shitty excuses you've
been using so Par.

i

Your bad contracts
aren't just an "excuse,"
Msa. Deal ... We didn't cub
Wou ofF out of malice,
You know --

Like hell you didn't.

s Could Arin-A, or any .
L7 other gutsider Por that matter,
get into these back rooms without
Wour concierge seeing her and £
stopping her?

Po you Pind any of the
Pront stafP to be a likely
_ suspect Por any reason?

Could anyone get into
Fildie's guarters besides
Wou and him?

He could have let
somebody in ...

Or you could have.

Pamn it, I didn't
il him!

And my name's Teza.
Even tio you.

Ok, Let's say
Yoo didn't.
Tell me about these
obher three.

Why don't wou go ask
Arin-A if she did it 7 She's
been looking Por @ way to
close this place Por ages.

I don't
know if I want
to do that

WHEF«E__-'_-_' e

.;‘,L

Teza, I'm
investigating a
morder.

Zora definitely
shouldn't be here. I
don't know what Gil

was bhinking.

They can't
hear us. I sent
bhem into the
Pront and told
them to stay
there.

IP you don't tell
me, then I might
__have to --

Havebo ™
what s

I like her, OKF She's @
good kid. She might even be
good at sex. But I don't know,
and I likely never will. She's

They're a pain in
o] o dead weight.

the ass.
What e/se can you
Gil's hining is a - { possibly do bo me?
complete disaster. ' -' None of this . - ”
Always has been, but it \ ® Janma (waihae W "
seems like he got worse aPter \ % | MUCh o do With |
people started staying away y ' possible matives
becauvse of the conbracts. I Por murder.
think he got desperate. These /
= _‘_,"}
-
Helix has too much
talent. I don't know what

are the last three, and ¢
they're just ...
she's doing here -- she was
LB vaking a lot more money on her
\ﬁa own -- 50 I don't know iF I can
depend on her. I it weren't
Por the contract --

4@ -

Kick me out of ‘**f

ColdpointZ
Toss me in @ reclaim?

V. Well, what do yc-u‘""‘
want me to tell you? I
don't know. I'm sure they
didn't like Gil. But a lot of
people didn't.

You're going to do
whatever it is Wou're going

party Girl's sloppy. Lo do anyway.

She loves the work, but she
doesn't bother to do it well.
Enthusiasm but no talent. I'd

Fire her, but I need
everybody I can get. ¢

Mhm.
Where were you
before Wou got here

I didn't kill Gil, and I'm
last night:

not telling Wou where I was
l[ast night ... and I don't want to
talk to Wou anumore, 50 Mo can
just take wour investigation
out of here.

none of your
business.

THERE DIDN'T SEEM TO BE A POINT IN FUSHING HER ANY FLIRTHER JUST THEN,
SO I COOPERATED. BUT I KNEW I'D HAVE TO TRY AGAIN LATER. 50O DID SHE.

"~ There was ‘
something back there I y

e pick 0.\ e said ~G 48
“he wouldn't have wanted "Is .

me," and then what Teza
sdid later -- ,/fr =
| I &h.
" -il I guess you wouldn't
have any reason to know.\\
I didn't know, and I
probably should have. Nob
until I started spending g 2
time with Byla. She's told | W
me all kinds of things M o
about the sex g \
: business here. N k

That ... seems
= strange.

)

L

\\ w  The robots

= " wouldn't see a point

. - — in paying anyone Por

" sex. I'm sure by now
you've seen how the

K\ Mobots Pind sex with 4

Jur sex workenrs
are almost all robots.
Their cuostomers are
always human.

N, Other robots ...

- | Why the humans don't
generally pay obher humans Por sex

... Ghat's more complicated. Some of
them are like "I can get that at home Por
Pree if I want it." You know -- iP they're
paving, they want something they think is
Mmore exciting. Or interesting. I don't

know. But the robobs are the ¢
value-added For them.

v Exacsly. And
Wwhen they have sex
with humans on their
own bime, it's with
Priends and lovers ...
W'know, not
business,

There are very Pew “Yeah, sure."
exceptions, apparently. ' —
And when there are, like [ AT ~

Chene, they don't do 4

very well.

1,

L

And some of them just have
weird ideas about the status of
robobs and the sbatus of sex work,
and those bounce off each other in
an unpleasant way.

gorry, that

What, you mean like, Was mean.

“this is beneath mez"

Pretty much. They
Lhink sex work is
demeaning, and they think
demeaning jobs are what
the robots do.

Some of these
people make me
want to ...

You've been
transPerred Por a while
now. Have you started
getting any of the

Ijust ... There's a group of
nastiness? ] group

humans here that seem to think the

- 1N / goal is to sit around and let the robots
— o N : wait on them hand and Poot, and
~ { - sometimes I Peel like I'm being Par

- I don't think I get out enough to too tolerant of them.
= notice. Besides, I'm pretty high vp
the l[adder. I mean, they'd be scared to

give me grief to my Pace.

=y I worry that people think I'm
And if they aren't scared of me, giving implicit approval, just becauvse I
they're sure scared of Wou. &2 , _ haven't had the time or energy to
. . throw all their asses out.

They probably would say my job's a "robot

... I've got some other
job." I mean, I get my hands dirty a lot.

things I need to do. I'll see wou
later, Min.
I wonder what they think is a "human job."
I'll call wou iP I think I'm going
into anything risky.




THE BACK OF MY -WNE THOUGHT J’T MIGHT BE EES T O HAVE
A LITTLE PREC AUTIDNAEF TALK WITH THE SETRIK FAMILY'.

Bub Wou get to call me
names and tell her what
Wou think is the --

PARSONSY

I'M going to explain
the situation. In my ofFicial
capacity. And that's alf I'm
. going to do.
B
" And you're not
going tio be here Por it.
Get lost.
b When we talked about
[ policy bhis morning, that didn't
N\ Mean Wou get to slide in and
peddle your garbage!

[ don't get to influence her,
You don't aeb to inPluence her ..
_ nobo ay does. We all leave her alone.

Do you understand?
OF MY MIND WANTED TCO TAKE PRECALTIONS AGAINST
.. UNTIL I 80T THERE.

50, ah, welcome?

I'm Wendy Barlowe. I'm
the operations manager,
which means I'm in charge

of the place.

I'm sorry about Parsons. I'm
sure she told Wou her position ... 1
can't say it's not a valigposition. Bub
it's not one I think much of. Nor do
most other people here.

You're the First
child we've ever had.

The only child in the \
setblement.. We have some
contingency plans Por that,
but we've never used them
bePore ... which is why, Por
instance, you're wearing an

old inner layer Prom a
\\ coldsvit. We don't have a /
lot of clothes that Pit 4
-::; . Wou. We'll Pix that. &

Are you going
to want vs to not
s, B S transPer until she's
We were taking it M, W Ny, » oF age?
anyway ... but I don't robot Prame until your

uvnderstand. Is there d
something special about our [
situation? I mean, Pirst she |

brain's Pully grown, and alse
we want Wou to be able to make
the decision about whether to

Oh, no, I don't see any
reason Por that. You both can

, transPer wWhenever you want.
comes to Pind vs and now :
you ... 15 iEha':' For her, maybe. I “"*-.‘
typical? bhink she tries hard to meet ™,
all the new arrivals so she can \
t.rrg to sell them her line. I can't.
m oo busy. You'll do better
Pinding Ms. Bantam or Hellp if wou £
have problems. That's what /
they're here F’ar-

transPer completely on your
own. Nobody else but you getis
to decide that. Not even

Your mom and dad. 48 You might: not want

to both do it at the same
time, 50 that one of you is
around Lo parent.

That'll be a while vet.
Years. Until then, I don't
want anybody pestering wou
about it one way or another. IP
they do, You tell me and I'l
make them stop.

But if you'd rather
go together -- a lot of
couples do -- then talk to Ms.
Bantam and she'll arrange
someone Por Cusi bo stay
with while wou do.

But, wes, wour
case is special. Or, I
should say, Cusi's case |
is special. 3

|

—
s

- / Don't be shy, now.

— ' [ Take that shirt ofP/ I
. | want to see what the

» ——— . 4. L rest of you looks

» )
THIS IS SILE PERLIT,

HE HAD ARRIVED A
FEW MONTHS AGO. AT
THE TIME OF THESE
EVENTS, HE WASN'T
ON MY RADAR IN ANY
WAY L OR ON ANYONE
ELSE'S. /F I'D ASKED
GLORIA TCO LOCK HIM
Up, ALl SHE'D HAVE
BEEN ABLE o ?HL
ME WAS JE
HAPN'T Y

REGISTERED AN
OCCUPATION, HADN'T
APPLIED TO MOVE
OUT OF TEMPORARY
HOUSING, AND
APPARENTLY WASN'T
IN ANY HURRY TO
TRANSFER.

- o e

il

ys Is aﬁfm I KNEW
JHER IN A VABLIE WAY.
SHE'D BEEN ONE OF

Let's just O\
assume it would I
have been rﬂun




. Hey! ¥

¥ Finally shut it down, ) Come around
huhZ About time. to do a vietory

SRS T i lap, you dry
' A ]
S S— - ‘ l

plastic cunt s

5 this how
Wou get wour
Jalrm 4

F .ﬂ"il

=1 hate seeing robots
being exploited. And the problem
I have with you isn't the sex, it's
that wou're helping exploit them!
You're a robot exploiting other
robots!

W You hate sex, 40
I guess the only way

I'C RUN OUT OF OTHER You can get ofF is to

IF wou had any
¥ conscience at all,
wou'd be ashamed to
& Show your Pace!

Get your cheap N
thrills Prom ruining
people. Why the Puck
didn't Wou just pick an M
Prame and go ofF and be
a sterile stick-ass
like bhem?

THINGS I COLLD DO, SO I Puck up everybody
RELLICTANTLY RETLRNED TO else's life, huh?
—THE RED X TO HAVE ANOTHER — ~ & -f
TRY AT TEZA ... AND FOLIND .
ARIN-A THERE, WHICH WAS it
JUST ABOUT THE LAST THING — ~ Ll
F I NEEDED. } ’
“SHE POINTS OUT A LOT O — ot L
THINGS THAT NEED PLIRSHING:
# AND NOBODY ELSE IN __JL &
= COLDPOINT IS DOING THE v —

Y KIND OF THINGS SHE DOES. N ®
BUT SHE HAS THE SAME ’."
‘iﬂﬂm AS BETH VIGILANGE=™
S S0.0BNOXIoOUS ABOUT
IL.THAT SHE OFTEN MAKES
— UNNECESSARY ENEMIES.

///

—

"'__- — _..I—H.ll"-l_nrull.r e

;ﬁ

© I think you've got the °
wrong idea.
It's not like that --

i -

Ch, OK. S0 I'm
not just a slut, I
don't have a

conscience? You know what? I think

Wou need to be khocked
through a couple of walls,
Maybe that'll recalibrate

wour Pucked-vp brain!

Or iP that's not it,
then what is your
Pucking probiem?

=" That'senough, =

= bothoPyou! @ =
. h y
P Teza, I've said ™
bePore and will say
again: the problem isn't
the sex work, it's your 4
contracts.

.

_—

You know, I would reaily
appreciate it if you didn't
antagonize her. Not ever, but
especially not right now.

e

You canruna
house withovt
exploiting your

workers., J

Others do. ./

investigating a
death, I need her
cooperation, and I don't
need her even more
dePensive than she

B Don't patronize me.
0 dlready was.

¥ Arin-A, I have
not closed the Red X
permanentiy, so don't
Wou go telling
anybody I have.

This ¢losure is
temporary and
gircomstantial. I'm
spre they'll be open

. A death, huh? |
again very so.

|

#

I have too Much

( trouble getting
inPormation Prom you to

ever withhold any.

I don't have
what you need,
though.

{'Jéﬂ &:En—&
lePt. Good.
You khow who
probably does

You sure Wou
didn't mean to
B\ say a murder? )

I think it's a
murder, or at the
very least a suspiciovs §
death, becavse You
closed the club. IP Fildie
had died in his bed of
clogged arteries Wou
wouldn't have
bobhered.

ISADORA BRASS, RN N
COLDPOINT'S ONLY T
ROVING REPORTER.
SOMETIMES ANNOYING,

BUT BASICALLY DECENT. :
. Look, Ghere's

soMme weirdness
about two of the Bed
¥ back staPf. Why
they're there, the
circomstances under
which they were hired
... I'M looking Por
more inPormation.

Murders involve death.
It's dePinitional.

Do you have some
reason to believe there's
been a murder? Not
withholding inPormation, I
hope, Ms. Brass?

MIMI LANIER RUINS THE "ALL NIGHT" CLLIE AND MOONLIGHTS AS AN INFORMATION BROKER. WE DON'T GET ALONG.

7

P Well, i it is
murder, then I'm

" going to need you bo not |

Mimi!
Pon't wou need
to get up?

do or say anything that
Mmight prejodice the
investigation. You'll have
to wait Por the
details.

MMA ...
come back to
bed ...

dan't.

Got things to do.

And I'm thinking
you do too, S0
shake tail --

I, Uh, need the
dirt.

[ can guess
why You didn't
want Arin-A
hearing that.

Was that the
¢lub door?

... Yes,
And we don't
open Por
hours,

No, wait.

Yeah.
-~ Sigh --

I was hoping to
avoid her.

Well, at least it's
[ate enough in the day
that she'll be awake.

I'll deal
with it.. I was
going down
anyway.

Let me throw something on,

and I'll go down tioo.

IF it's legit business,
they'll want to talk to me

anyway, not: You.

And iP it's not,
then I want to tell
them bo Puck ofP in

person.




-
2 fd

/" I should have T

4 -

known.

¢ You don't

r respect;

\ dnybody else's
\ _boundaries.

I buzzed
instead of just
\ letting myselfin.

o, -

. v 5
P .
/  And I bhought it

|-" was late enough in the
\ day that I wouldn't be
: waking you.

I mean, I khow
afternoon is your
Mmorning, but ...

L.801
don't know
about Helix.

She vsed to work
out of here, but she got
too big Por that, and we

haven't talked a lot
since then.

Buti I wouldn't be
surprised iP Fildie's
blackmailing her into

working For him.

Why do you
think that?

-
S Youbhink N
{ that's PunnyZ? Do "~1
| Wou have any idea |
\ what time I get J
to sleep?

You love
starting ofF on
the wrong Poot,

don't you?

There's no way to
st.art on the right
Foot with you.

I'll see
You tonight,
Mimi.

As it is, I'm
worried I'll have to
resort to Ghreats to
get you to give me the
dirt on somebody Por
Pree ...

That would
depend on who the
somebody is.

Sora came to me. She

Because i ke bp. needed a saPe way out
Ta ke , 1 didn't know Megrin was £ S 'ay oug, ahe really blew.
htngtaﬁfﬂhiﬁ Guy named Daniel S8 one of those tHF:?ﬁg who's got |ff  and there was a really She had all the money,
6= a0irg ko Megrin. It became a is5ues With his wiPe being in 3 Simple one. I arranged Por her \F 25 Maanin suddeniy got
regular job. She d see him I\ ‘spapge, and takes it out on /]  to get word anonumousty 60 If  givorced andbroke. He's
& "'r J'I"HEQF‘IPF"II'E wilPe Helda that J'l'.EgﬂrH [UL‘[‘:H he didn't gEt broken

I||rIIII

was seeing Sora. Helda didn't [, 'to5 liglda's more thana
take it well. I khew she JI,J' "-.,‘_\ head taller than ke is, {i____._

Zora.
EHFEE| ;ah’\etﬁm&b E"llrﬂn p':'UD.-"' "\x\‘ ﬂ'tlh'Er I'Irlil'ﬂ.l.l.\EH- ;'!.

nights a week. il - g

T,
e

" The problem is,

-

Sora worked out of here
boo. Didn't have a lot of luck. I
liked her. She was tirying hard.

50 I Pound her a gig.

She came to ask
me what she should

do about it.

I told her,
well, it stank, but at
least it was work. I
mean, obviously she
couldn't keep seeing
Megrin aPter that, and
jobs Por human sex
workers ...

2p Teza
Finally Pound a
way, huh?

Interesting you jump there.
They were in love ...

Is that what
You think?

Sure, maybe they %
were once, but how long
do Wou think you could
stay in love with
somebody like GilZ

I mean, if you were
inGerested in men at ail.

No love lost
there on your
part, I see.

i -H-H'_‘-—._._,_.--"" L
% wouldn't. I also knew she 4

A\ Wouldn't blame Sora. /

T,

The thing is,

Megrin is a real
danger. IF he ever did Pind
out it was Sora who told on

him, he'd probably try
bo kill her.

N andbig.
- _,-f-;'-?" Fildie Pound out about
[ this somehow. 40 he went
( to Sora and said if she
\ didn't work Por him, he'd
Y bell Megrin what really
N happened.

S,

B,

How'd you Pind
out about that
\last part?

—

e

Bot also
UNhecessary.
Fildie is dead.

I can't risk

that, and I can't
tLhink of any way to

make it saPe

her, besides killing
Megrin ... or

killing Fildie

Seriovsiy?
How long have you
been keeping this

quiet?

Por

I don't think
You'd like me to
try to do either

of those

Muordered?

inberest You in
throwing either
or both oF them
out of
Coldpoink?

I don't have a

reason to lie

about what I

thought: of him.

;,f He was a horrible
person in just about
every way it was possible |
to be horrible, and I hever SRS
Understood what Teza & !
SaW in him.

IT'S INTERESTING WHEN
THE VICTIM IS SOMEBOLY
NO ONE LIKES. YOU'D
S EXPECT IT TO MAKE
THINGS SIMPLER, BUT
ACTUALLY IT MAKES
EVERYTHING MORE
; COMPLICATED. IF IT
| WASN'T FOR THE
| RESTRICTED ACCESS TO
 THE RED X BACKROOMS,
\  HALF OF COLPPOINT
COULP BE A MURDER
SUSPECT RIGHT NOW.

OR AT LEAST WILLING TO |
AID AND ABET. MIMI |
HATED FILDIE SO MLICH

THAT SHE WAS ACTUALLY
COOPERATIVE. MIM/ IS
NEVER COOPERATIVE.

AND PARSONS DISLIKED

HIM ENOUGH THAT SHE

PIPN'T CARE WHETHER A
ROBOT KILLED HIM.

R
</ }Idiﬂn'bhirihm. \
i:',': € but: I might: have, iP

I'd had the
_ opportunity.

| OR MAYBE SHE WAS JUST
DISTRACTED BY OTHER
THINGS. PARSONS HAD
BEEN SLUSPICIOUSLY
QUIET FOR WEEKS.

b




n e . Ny
~ T just don't know if there's ™

a point anymore, sile. I hate to
admit it, but I'm out of ideas. We're
hever going to get anywhere while
she's running the place. 3 :
Robot lover ... T just don't EFS
Lnderstand it. Doesn't she . o
A redlize it's them or us?

~~ Maybe <
’ r !
/ she doesn't
see herself as
particularly /

WEH Ihgmd G The thmg is, even if she =3 ,
\ that . still have a problem. People come bhink we've been
e here to transPer. That's what . doing®
T \ Coldpoint is promoted as, and we h  For years:
can't compete with the ToPfler ./ -
— people on promotion.

%a eventually, even
withoub Ear'fowe 5 Bhumb on the ..!
s¢ale, we're going bo be an
endangered species.

I was thinking
something a little

No. T mean less blatant.

drecs popuictl You know, this i5 sbarting to be Sl
- a mature settlement, and selP-rule is g
1 ! gl a natural stage of the evolution of S

these things.
=" It would help |l! e

¥ could get the humans here ta N =
have babies ... but that's e 1L | :
i " ’ _ = ? IF we tried a coup, Furst
drgmu;ﬂ%ﬁi h;ﬂibpip“f“ s ;} - ¥ Deepstone would -:-eng out the M's
“The hell it isn't! * Claire, Il say it and we'd all be bhrown out. Ab best.

g | [ dgain:You heed direct | 8 IP it came down bo ib, 8/l bhe robots
political action. It's the | would be on her side.

-\ only bhing that'll work. /

The ToPPler Project
shouldn't run this place Prom
aPar Porever, aPter all. Eventually
Coldpoint should have its own
government.

. f — Why not start now?

I DIPN'T FEEL LIKE I HAD ANY OTHER
LINE OF ATTACK BUT TEZA, 5O I WENT
BACK TO THE RED X AND HOPED SHE'D

CALMED POWN ENCLIGH.

P
Look, bhe il
contract was with " Teza :
Gil. Gil's dead. That : T
UNEORTUNATELY OTHER PEOPLE KEPT W N LR
GETTING HER WORKED-LIP AGAIN. is void, as Par as

I'm concerned.

I wish you'd
talk to her. The
[ast Pew months }
she's just gotten
angrier and

angrier ..

I'm
ﬂ.r"nmr:r
She dﬂE‘EH t- want

ﬁ - ' to lisken.
V O, well. What
_ > | 5 diPPerence does it .
s o 11 B make? This bitch i : AaY, I et
Y That's not the hever geing to let vs ¥
point!The point is,
Wou're the only other

: : — want to talk to
| ﬂgﬁ;,ﬁ,gg_ﬁ You instead.
compebent person I have
besides myselP! IF wou
leave, I might: as well
just give vp
completely!

I'm not sauing gau '
can't leave, I'm
asking Wou not to!

Go on.
Do whatever the
Puck wou want.

N I don't care. .. Not here.

Let's go to My
place

l'-'rr

Hmph. You're - o “
Y 4 Look, this is 8 a
robably one of the ones : AN \
having to wear red. I look i pwha dﬂ‘égﬁrb do it with g { murder, and flhi it or not, )
horrible in it. I try bo wear the TR ity \} you're a suspect. H{;ﬁ
least amount of it I can get S S R Pucore ¥
away with. / youre

.
covering up a

Forgive me. I hate

> __Tou know, bhere S8 Mmobive, I'll Pind out
are people who'd give T sgoner or later and
\  their armto go to bed then I'll be pissed
With me. _ oPF You made me
work Por ib. &

I'm hoping that now that
Gil's not in charge, that whole |
idea will end. <

You're
assuming Teza will
try to pick vp the
pieces,

Well, she * 8 IPyov
could, though. IF thought she did
she ever stopped iG, you'd h_an;e
whatever this Pit is havled her in
she's having right already. | ”
now. 0t hot at
= the Red X?

The only thing
that's been holding the
Red X back is Gil's bad

fou know,
iP wou're going to

decisions, and TeZa knows
ib. She could make that
place amazing.

IP I don't decide
she murdered him.

Anyway, I thought
Wou wanted to quit?

I used to give My
customenrs ecsetamol.

I mean, they knew
about it. It was part of
the package. That's why
some of them came to me.
Little something extra.

I stopped
doing it,
though.

the problem? A

I didn't stop
doing it until a
couple of months
after the ban.

I had a supply to
Lse up, see ...

Ipaidalot Porit ...

take sUch an
important role in our
Putures, I really Peel
like we should get to
. know each other
\  Muchmore 4
a  closel. A

-‘--"'_‘—-_.—_-FF‘-J

This isn't
the time on
place For

that.

@il Pound out somehow

He said if word got out, I
wouldn't be allowed tio be in
business any more ... sex work's
the only thing I like doing ...

Well ... not
the way it is
right now ...

Then why are
. You there? |

., g

( "I don't bhink T N
should tell you

that.
\H‘L‘"“"—-.___._.--""""F

80 he blackmailed you
into warking Por him.

“That was a lie,
Wou know. I'd have just

conPiscated the rest of

Your supply and left it
at that.

Ch, well. I

don't know iP it

really matters
anyway. The kind of

customers I get

AOW ...

e

I mean, I can't blame it
aii on the Red X, 'know?

On the other hand,
iP you're honest with me,
not only does it help Your
case, it buys ywou goodwill.
Virtue will be rewarded,
and 5o on.

I can't help but wonder -- how
MUCh of My reputation was me, and
how muUch was the ecsetamol?

~  Maybe I belong there.
- Maybe I'm not nearly as good
as I thought I was.
I don't know.,




BETH VIGILANCE |S PARSONS’ OPPOSITE == JUST AS MLICH

OF A PAIN IN THE ASS, BUT IN THE OTHER DIRECTION. SHE -
WANTS HUMANS TO TRANSFER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND

NOT LINGER AROCLIND; SHE BELIEVES COLDPPOINT IS

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ROBOTS.

AS YOU CAN FROBABLY GLIESS, WE DON'T GET ALONG. THEN
AGAIN, A LOT OF PEOFLE PON'T GET ALONG WITH BETH.

EVEN OTHER ROBOTS.

I'M JU=T
SAYING, |F
BARLOWE'S

FUSHING TOO
HaRD, WE HAVE
THE MEANS TO
FUuSH BACK.
WE CAN
HELP.

Uh=hUh.
And what's behind
this sudden atback
of cooperation?

WE ...
RECOGNIZE
THAT WE NEED
A DIFFERENT
AFFROACH.

AND TC &GET
THERE, WE HEED TO
FPROMOTE UNITY
AMONG THE ROBOT
FPOPULATION.

Unity#
You've gotto be
kidding.

BYLA STARNE /S MY OTHER SIENIFICANT OTHER.

Hif
Give Me a
second, I'm
rUnning a
little
behind.

I had a
customer stay
[ater than I
expected.

Bula, how do you decide
whether somebody's good or
bad in bed?

I Mmean Hou
personally.
What are your,
W'know,
standards
about that?

I ADMIT IT: A LARGE PART OF WHAT HADP GOTTE,
ME THROUGH THAT DAY WAS KNOWING I WAS
GOING TO SEE HER THAT NIGHT.

I just goti out of the

You've been calling
Me names and saving
horrible things about _
Mme For years. s

—
b
You hate me, '\
becavse Wou don't like
sex, and you try to get rid
of everything you don't like.
Which seems to be most |
things.

Unity.
My ass.

And anyway I'm
hot with you
politically and I
never will be.

Think about it Por a8
second, Beth. Use your
brainPor once.

IP there are no humans
on Coldpoint, then I don't
have any customers.

Sometimes ib's really
hot great doing this kind of
work in your home.

Bub I can't
afford another
place just Por
jobs.

shower, but I also want to
change the bedding.

Where'd this

That's a pretty good
standard. For a pro, it's a little
difPerent -- we have to prioritize
whether the customer has Pun -- but
obher than that, that's pretty much
where I am too. i

BUT ... IF THERE ARE
NO HUMaNS, YOU DON'T
NEED CUSTOMEES. YOU
WON'T HaveE TC DO THIS

FOR A LIVING ...

You see?
You just don't get it.

And you're never
¥ goingto get it, becavse
your ideas are psychotic and
Wou don't realize.
You have no idea how
bizarre Wou are.

_ I don't think I could
explain youv to you if I tried,
and I'm not going to waste

MY Gime trying.

@et out of here.

I'd oPPer tio get You 8
second location For Pree
Lnder the table, but ...

7 ... No, You wouldn't.
You're boo honest to do that,
and I'd be too honest to
accept.

That's one thing
about the Barlowe
administration:
absolubely no graft.
It's very
rePreshing. I come Prom
a place where all the
polibicians are as Yes, that's
corrupt as can be. probably a big
| reason I'm not a
politician.

... iF You worry
about ... our
performance ...

-~ hhh! --
... don't.

come Prom?

I interviewed
someone boday who
seemed like she was

very worried about it.
Like it was a major
thing to her.

saoriead te g o But some people
give it any thought. T a il *'ladEF‘ ”Pt_h‘?ﬂ' ne "
always Pigured if I had a i Sl e
good time, and the other _ bry Lo get more out of
person had a good time, bhe experience.
that was good
enough.
40 You get ratings
and all kinds of other
onhealthy bhinking.

MMBA ...
best way ... get
t' sleep ...

o

Yes, though I\
wish we had talked |5

alittle Pirst. 4

.

What did Wendy

Barlowe want tu-daa?f)

: | il
BN  not much ...

..--""-‘

jus' wanted ...
know ‘bout ...
@il Fildie ...




PAWN BROKE.

(FIGLIRATIVELY. BYLA DOESN'T EVEN BOTHER
WITH A DAY/NIGHT CYCLE ON HER WINDOW.)

That's probably just
becavse of My job.

The customer
doesn't want to hear
about my liPe, W'know?

HalP-past
early and a huge
"Closed" sign on the
door ...
This had better
be really, really
important.

Stop standing on
the button!

And with that
little shock hammer
it shovldn't take wou
more than two or
three weeks.,

Let me have
that before You
hurt yourselp.

You know, I'm

always venting things
ko You, and Wou never

bounce any of wour
troubles off me.

Jes, but
I'mnot @
customenr,

Last night I
tho ught- Samef;hing was

 bothering you, and now

I'm sure of it.

It's not really
anything, it's just ...

... bUSINESS
isn't great right "\
now, and I worry that
when we get those big
batches of people in,
it's going to get
Worse.

We solo
operators don't W8

have any good way to

let: people know we
exist. That's whyso BB

many of us operate out

oP places like the All :
Night club ... because

customenrs khnow Lo

go there to
look.

And I hate doing that.
What I reallyneed to do is
associate. Join a group, or a
house. But it's hard Pinding one I
trust enough. There may not be
one I trust enough.

HMM.
I don't think there's
anything I can do to help
Wou with that.

Where is who?

Who do
You think?
sora/l
I want to see her.
Now!

Paniel, we're closed.
There's nobody here. 1
don't know where Sora is
right now. Probably at
home, at this hour --

Paniel
i agm‘ e
stop it
that really
- hhkkk! --
hurts!

RBEBALAAGH!

-El'ré’f;f;".
Take a hint, why
don't you?

Though, as vsoal,
Wou've helped me. I'm
sorry. Lopsided again.

Don't apologize.
Happy to be useful.
... What'd I do?

I Ehink You just gave
me the approach I need to
crack Teza Deal.

HM.

I don't think I
should try bhis
without backup. I was
very bad about that
yesterday. I guess Il
call Min. I hate to
wake her up ...

You just need ‘
somebody to be -
boduguard while wou talk |
to PealZ I'll doit. I don't B
have anything until

bonighb.

Not even
bodyguard.
Peterrent. But I hate
to ask wou, too ...

She's not!
Do you think I'm
stupid?
I checked there,

She's here!

I know she's here.
You're hiding her. And
Wou're going to go get

L e —

o

Daniel.
I don't know what your
problem is, but I'm telling
You, sora ishn't here.

Oh, I don't mind.
Anywau, I've never
been in the Red X.

You don't even
krow what
hurting is yet!

I'll kit Wou vntil
You come apart!

I'm not

gonna stop

until I see your

Pucking head

Pall opp!




That was
quiibe a punch.
IF by some miracle he
comes to in the next
Pew minutes --

Works For me.

There's something
important I don't think you get:

I don’'t want bo shut down Ehe Bed X.

I know there are people who want to,
but I'm not one of them, and I
never have been.

I think it can be
saved. I'd fike it to be
saved. I think you could make
it much better than what it
was. And I'm not the only
one who thinks that.

I don't know iP there's such a
thing as extenvating circumstances Por
morder. I do know -- it's become very clear
since his death -- that there were a fof of
prople in Coldpoint who'd cheerfully have
murdered him in his sleep.

Two days ago I'd have
hesitated to tell you "Look, Teza,
Fildie was an irredeemable jerk and
everyone knew it." I'd have Pelt it was
heedlessly hurtFul.

I'm not worried about that now, becavse now
I think you were probably one of the Pirst

Teza, I'm sorry, but people to Pigure it out.

We have to talk.

. There's nothing lePt to protect.
But we can't do anything Nothing tio defend.
until we deal with Fildie's
death. We absolutely have to
¢lean that mess vp Pirst. And it
really is a "we" -- I can't do it
without your help.

How long ago did it
start to go sour?

... I'm not sure

I don't know what I can do to how bo bake that.

get Yoo to believe me ...

Pretty much From the
beginning. I wasn't vsing him,
I genvinely liked him -- bot he

turned out to be ... well, he
wasn't what I'd hoped he
was, how's that?

The thing is, it
wasn't just the work I
liked. I Pound out I reails
liked running the place. It
was the best thing that
had ever happened.

¥ Youdon't
have to do much.,
I was already
pretty sure Yoo 4
hadn't.

But Gil would
only let me keep
managing it if I stayed his
[over. He liked that. He liked
being able to go places with me,
havl me out and say "Hey, look
what: I got." He cared about
that a lot more than he
cared about the
business,

It was
clear even when
Wou approached me
months age that you
were a lot more
\ concerned about the

And then it: got where

he was making so many bad
choices he was running the place
into the ground ... and I covldn't

stop him, becavse nobody could tell

him 8 damned thing ... and I .
couldn't leave, becavse I loved &]

the place too much bo let it e

collapse ...

Take it as
evidence in
- your Paveor.
And his body
being Pound the way it
was, where it was, 4 -
didn't do you or the Roe 2
Red X any Pavors. N ,ﬂ
; o
Bub it would
really help to khow
where you were |
before oL arrived at |
the Red X, the night 4
of the murder. 4

Yes, his dying was
probably the best thing that
could happen.

But I aian’t kill him!

And I didn't arrange Por
anyone eise to kill him!

You're very clever, Teza,
and you pay attention to details.
I think iP you had killed him, you'
have made sure the body was
hever Pound at all.

In addition to
being an idiot, he's
dlao abusive.

But why would ke
even want that? He
krew we couldn't
really vse Sora ...

I was in bed
with this
jackass.

The more I
thought about
gora's hiring, the
More questions I had,
and Gil refused to
tell me anybhing.

I'd Pound out
that Daniel was
gora's only customer,
Por a long time. That
ended just bePore she
came to vs. I was hoping I
could coax some
inFormation out of him,
but he didn't have

Sora needed a way
out of their business
arrangement that wouldn't
lead tio him retaliating against
her. che decided the best way

any.

I didn't
expect to see
him again. I sure

was to get someone to leak the
P, word to Paniel's wiPe about
P4 her. Basically, she Pinked
on herself.

His wiPe didn't
care about the sex, I'm
told, but she was very
vpset about the deception.
She divorced him and cut ofFf his

I mean, unless he
was just doing it 50 he
could hold it over her?

Yeah, he might have :
enjoyed that. Pamn hrM/

/ And how did he even
Pind out about the bit
with Daniel in the Pirst

didn't expect him to
come inon a
rampage looking
: Por Sora.

¢ash Flow. He's probably been
trying to Pigure out who
busted him ever since.

place? Who knew about it
besides 4ora and
whoever she zgcrb to
help out2

You're not going to
like this part.
Fildie Pound out what Sora
did, and blackmailed her into
taking a job here. He said that
i 2ora didn't work Por him,
he'd tell Daniel
everything.

I'm not sure about
that myselP.

I think your visit
with him must have shaken
loose a couple of his brain cells.
He's got to have one or two in
there somewhere. You gave
hit ideas.

BOt I g think I know
where Sora is, 50 I guess
maube I'll go ask her.

But ideas
about what?

BYLA AND I MOVED MEGRIN TO MY HOLDING ROOM. SHE'D HIT HIM SO HARD HE DIDN'T WAKE LIP THE WHOLE TIME, EVEN WHEN WE DROPFED HIM OFF (EMFPHASIS ON 'DROPFED’). HE WAS OUT SO COLD
THAT IF SHE'D HIT HIS HEAD, I'D HAVE WANTED TO TAKE HIM TO ZUSY=-® TO CHECK FOR CONCUSSION. AS IT WAS, HE MIGHT HAVE HAD A BROKEN RIE OR TWQ. I'D WORRY ABOUT THAT LATER. MUCH LATER.

_ § SR LY
I really . - — W | BY  You think

appreciate ' y | Mimi khows where ]
wour sticking .

Spora is?

T think Mimi knows
a lot of things she

Actually, it's kind of
exciting.

Not the sort of
excibement I lilke.

I'm dePinitely just
being overcavtous now. I
don't: really think Mimi
would turn violent.

‘

o7 Although we're going to \
have to Wake her up, S0 you |
hever know.

doesn't say, and that it's
almost impossible to get her
Lo say them without a
very strong lever.

‘I;l .-r ¥ EEL‘
~"""‘“. Y 1don't have that lever,
which Means this could get

pretty unpleasant. I hate
* threatening people, but ...

e,
'|-|.|_‘_ _—

( We'll buzz instead of just

=

L)
|
&
=
ot
L

going in. There's no reason to
. Make her even more hostile.

s

Though, honestly, at
this hour of the day it's
hot going to make Much

difPerence.

... And it's moot
anyhow, because she's
hot answering.




Everybody
knows Mimi's
habits better
than that ...

,,_f’ ' You told her!
' - - You did, didn't you?

i g?ﬁ-*zhgﬂ?ﬂasgtj:jﬁ You told her, and now she's
i hea?ing it. here to bake me in!

-- Gigh --

BePore I
go, I'm going to ;
Make sure you Eleis --
regret it, you

traitor -— oW/ -

Eleis, stop!

I trusteduou!
 Ionlyever asked ohe
8\ thing of Wou, and now
7 Wou go and -- -- aaa/ --

I don't know what
Ho--

Pon't wou
tovch me!

Poes this count as a tovch?

4bay down there. E'E;"f" uagd '5?[
) t ob. T'M acing £o Mmake and se
IP you try tio get up, I'm going to get = | - doing it, why would

IP she'd stopped

: - ecsetamol. |

Mimi, what; is this nonsense?

I certainly N
wouldn't have had
reason to go after her J
\ Por selling ecsetamol 4

N before the ban.

[ guess she
thought I'd told You.
But I didn't!
I think it might
S I didn't bell you becavse
i I didn't wanb her to get into
... Well, it's too late trouble Por something she'd

now, anyway. ELapped Loing .- Oh, hey!

Somebody with a
working brain. Nice.




AAMITaaHY

Oh, don't make
that Face.

What did you think I was
doing downstairs ever
night, Wou stupid cow?

Where did you think I
went every day?

You've been selling it
in my clvb 27

Should we stop her?

Oh, h-ﬂﬁee‘-tr?-

Po You really think I've been
sleeping with Wou becavse you're
just that Pabulovs?

I thought you knew a buyoPP
When You saw ohe.

Eventually.

WE STOPPED HER WHILE ELEIS® FACE WAS STILL FIXABLE. BUT JUST BARELY.

Uh, 50, Wou should khnow ...

... Helix used bo get
ecsetamol Prom Eleis ...
and Gil --

Expect me
back later, Mimi. T
We have things to
talk about.

-~ Was
blackmailing her
about it. T khow.

And you will
be available.

You could have mentioned
it when I asked.

I STARTED TO SAY TWQO OR THREE THINGS
== HOW THIS WAS UNUSUALLY BAD
PECISION-MAKING FOR HER, HOW I

THOUGHT SHE WAS SMARTER THAN THAT,

50 ON == AND I BIT THEM ALL BACK.

I JUST COLULPN'T BRING MYSELF TO KICK
HER WHEN SHE WAS THIS FAR DOWN.

I know, I know ... you didn’t
want to get Eleis in trovble.

WE GOT ELEIS PATCHED LUP AND PUT HER IN THE HOLDING ROOM. WHEN WE DIP, WE HAD TO PEAL WITH MEGRIN. I'LL COME BACK TO THAT.
IT WAS EXHAUSTING, AND WHEN YOU APD IN TWO SEPARATE TRIPS TO MEDLICAL, TOOK MORE TIME THAN I WANTED TO SPEND ON EITHER OF THOSE TWO JERKS.

- ey,

-,

” I promise O
Mou, bhis Much
‘excibement" is

beginning to
wonder. What
are you going to
do with them?
Throw them
ouk? :

Haven't %
gotten there yet.
Megrin probably
shouldn't be allowed to
. stay, not if he's just

\  going to keep
beating people. Eleis -- I've got tio
W' go get the rest of her info
/' Prom either Mimi or Gloria, I
don't know her last name -- I'm \
hot sure. We'll see. I'm not going |
ko toss her just Por selling |
ecsetamol, but I'm also not  /
————=y _thrilled about keeping her /
™\ around, Y'know? _~
And none of this has § —
anything to do with the i |
murder I'm trying to
solve. I don't think.

Anyway, that's '
enough excitement [
Por you today.

I can still stay if you B
heed me --

You
showed vp at
the scene. You

never conme to the
scene. You barely
ever leave
medical.

Yes. Is it a
“melt a bunch of
bhfnga together in 8
pot” kind of job, ar
does it bake a
doctorate in o
chemistry? What's the

ory?
Not if you sbory

¢an Pollow
recipes ... but
Wou couldn't do

it in your

kit:ichen.

It's not all
that. I just didn't
get a chance to
tell wou.

You need specialized
sunthesis equipment, and there
are only a Pew sets in Coldpoint ...
none of Which are open Por anyone
to walk in and vse them.

Finding out who stole
time on them could be
hard, though ...

Oh, I don't need to do
? that. I just want bo know
how likely it is that oniy one
person wWas ever making
ecsetamol. That there was
d single source.

I'd say ninety-Five
percent. At least.

= -{"

Y No, love,
bhanks. I
really do

appreciate it,

though. You've
P been a great
help.

-= MMh -~
Let me know how it
comes out.

Helix came to Find
me that night. APter all,
as you say, I don't
answer calls.

She said bhere'd be

somebhing at the Red ¥
worth MY going out o see in '\
person. Then she rushed off
without explaining. She was
here maybe two

NMinutes. A

r ::

Helix is a Priend, so I
decided I had better go have
a look, even though I wasn't |

sure I believed her.

v

.‘H k \ I.-'. i . *\ ; .
e L I P

. 1 HADN'T REALIZED \

< ZUSY-@ HAD FRIENDS.

s @ - ;,.A-*-‘

IP you ever want me tio Pinish
Your lover's Prame ...

Well, you
never answer
calls.

Calls are even
mere distracting
than unannounced
visits. What's the

question®

I want to
know how hard it
is to make
ecsetamol.

She rushed becavse she

WA W WV

ZUSY-@ IS NOT MY EMPLOYEE. SHE AND I
ARE AT THE SAME LEVEL. THIS MEANS SHE
CAN BE AS RUPE TO ME AS SHE WANTS. I
DPON'T MIND, THOUGH; IT JUST MEANS —
IT'S FAIR GAME TO BE RLUDE RIGHT BACK.

was between customers, Or was
getting a customer to cover up For
her. She was supposed to be

booked all night.

You realize this
means that Helix
gither did it or knows
who did.

the readings I'm
supposed bo be getting.
This serve may be
deFective.

... Well, I don't -
think it was the
Pormen.

But I do think

Wou're nob baking the
mental block seriovsiy

And, ves, she

enough. has one.




There are only Pour choices, v
and if we take the block seriovsly, g I still hinks
three of them couldn't have done it, 50 Wou're going the :
Por the moment I'm pretending it's long way around . _ { the mental block
hot a Pactor. the block. Pardon B nearly as much as I
the phrasing. : vsed to. Did I

mention that?

.. I don't trust

Party @Girl is out. She had no
motive, and she couldn't get her three
brain cells collected long enough to kill

anybody. I'm amazed she can
remember how to get to work.

Chene -- the only one who
could have done it, by your rules --
has the weakest motive of the obher
three, becavse killing Fildie wouldn't have
gotten her anything but personal
satisPaction. It wouldn't improve her :
situation in the least, and .Ml.llghtl . ~ You're getbin
make it worse, . " /" mired in rfcrbfve- Qarld
opportunity, becavse
You're going to great lengths : | : Damn it, Wendy, Culda
. ko ianore the : Vigilance was an EFI?HEH-" You
\ incontrovertible, becavse | can't base anything on her!
N _ You don't want to think 3
_ ; 1 : > Chene did it.

—

—

_, L You'd better not be
- = . turning into Parsons ...
Teza has the strongest motive ' But Occam's razonr, - .

and looks like she was the only one . il again, practically insists
with opportunity. The problem is, I'm : that Chene did it.
pretty sure she didn't do ib. -

That leaves Helix ... bub you're
pretty sure she didn't do it.
20 wWhere do I go Prom that?

Somebody's wrong.

ZUSY-& IS BEFERRING T& THE EVENTS OF "FRAMED FoR DEATH."

‘ EVEN THOLIGH THERE WAS A Lz
NO ONE IN THE CLLIE AND Come on, Mimi. She
IT WOLILDON'T OFPEN FOR Well, maybe wou are. worked out of here and You

HOLIRS, MIMI HAD TURNED dome, anyway. helped her out ... she came to You
ON THE LIGHTS AND

When she needed to deal with Megrin
MUSIC, LOUD ENOLIGH ... Where else would she go if she
FROM BELOW THAT SHE needed to hide?
COLLDN'T HAVE POSSIBLY 1 ‘
HEARD ME COMING. i But I've alreaay

v e given you all I've got. You ) r
BUT SHE KNEW ANYWAY . - - know abouk Sora and Helix Besides, I've

checked around. She's
.- You know how I Pelt I don't want more not anywhere cise.
about Gil ... inPormation. At least,

hot: Prom Wou.

Look, I'm not just
I want Chene. going to havl her in, I don't
know that she did it. I'm
still working on that.
I Peel like you r o
have a Pew debts

to pay. But her hiding doesn't

help her case -- Wou see that,
don't You? The longer she tries t
stay hidden, the more
5USpicious she becomes

And iPf she diddo it, I
think Full disclosure ¢an
only work in her Pavor,

: z becavse I'm pretty sure
What, I'm she had a lot of cavse.
supposed bo
Ehank wou?

. Iho, Wou just
thihh I—“‘LI 're entitled ko
everything now. .
What
Mmakes you
think I --

You know, I never
wanted to be anything else
but; this. It's the only thing

I'm good at.

I didn't come
to Coldpeint to
transfer -- I came
becavse it was a small
place and I Praur*ed
there wouldn't be
MUCh competition £

/
Vi
7
s

... and then it
turns out that not
only de You have tons of
people doing this, but nobody
wants to have sex with
humans!

And the one guy I Pound was

rotten ... I don't know v
what's wrong with
this place.
P Some days, |
neither do I.

. : He didn't pass out!
50 ... I know He said I was lucky ™~ il I didn't bhink -
: 9 el : : & N y got tired of it, APter a minute or two he
yha ,‘;'ﬁ;‘?ﬂlﬁ”’,-;“hf’;ﬁmg e WS pipng e 12008 7 Wknow? But I couldn't tell him started shaking really hard, anybody' yd believe I didn't ?a‘\l
Porced #oo 6o Wark for fa, Was. oing 6o ae% Work 0. 20 L go olenopl i gtie e Y thrashing ... before I covld go g 1% on purpose. so I decided [
gou b M, Oh, he didn't g

: / something I could dose him with. He \_ get some help, he was Yy just go oub. I knew iP I stood ab
since he knew perfectiy well anywhere else -- and that y i ink Cirat. He'd nass - / % bhe door Por @ while, one of the
Yo wouldn't have any ¢are about that. He T oviec Hitk. ' liked to have a drink Pirst. He'd pass deaa

R ..--'“' ‘\, v';
é WSt S oa i N = \  out, he wouldn't remember, he'd  / - e , Others would come ovt and
customers .. ek under'ahfﬁ _— — "\ think we'd had sex, and I" d get 5= & X, seeMe ... g8

, b That night was e
o, .. 2?,,1":,‘332’%;‘;‘;51“53; o NGO A i e ] tried 6. TN

L’ =

, i 1 — r [ i 1| '_,..r""'"_'_._-__‘_‘_""‘"-..
have sex with him Whenever he | pﬁf’;.faffd";' it ,,.?,,L{E‘::.E‘}Et What about
WEIHEEC{ itl EI f.":'lf.r. _H,.-"";. ‘-‘___ 1Npr|tl “rrqngﬂ _...-4'" ., [HJUNEE? e
""""--._.__‘_________'___,_.--""'" -‘-""""'--._____‘_‘_______.___,_.--"""'r “"‘---._,_‘_________._,_.-

That was just ... I
was so angry .. Por
everything he'd donhe, and then
probably wrecking what was
lePt oF MY liPe by duing like
that ...

I mean, what have I
got lePt now? I didn't have
much bePore he got hold of

me, but ..

Fildie died of an
overdose of ecset.amol.
Which you didn't: know wou

were giving him.

Anyway, I didn't have
anything else to lose, and
cutting it ofF made me Peel a

I mean, you shouldn't
littie better.

have been trying to drog him
at all -- please don't do that in
the Putiure -- but nder the
I threw it in a circomstances, I'm not
reclaim. ; comPort.able coming aPter

Wou Por that.
.

Ok,

And I'm certainiy not
2 o ok going to try to make a r:aﬁgp
. | ; LA R about Your cutting the dick off a
- 4 i £ that part didn't happen. -

.
-
“'1.

4 7 You'renot ...
I w&gtaggﬁptgrgghﬁ” | arresting me or

II" 'I
The whole truth. . { ! . Whatever?
b She deserves to know. & :

T,
i




AS I MENTIONED BEFORE,
WHEN WE BROLIGHT ELEIS
TO MY HOLDING ROO.
I ONLY HAVE THE ONE ==
MEGRIN WAS THROWING
AN ABSOLUTE TANTRLUM.
SHOUTING, CLRSING,
HURLING HIMSELF AT THE
- DOOR. WHEN HE TRIEDP TO
CATTACK ME, I GOT OUT
ONE OF OUR WEAPONS
AND STUNNED HIM
| REPEATEDPLY. THEN WE
PRAGGED HIM TO
MEDICAL, WHERE HE WAS
NOW SEPATED AND
STRAPFED TO A BED. HE
WOLLD REMAIN THAT WAY
LINTIL WE PACKED HIM LIP
TO PEPORT HIM. IF I
HADPN'T BEEN CONVINCED
OF THAT PECISION
BEFORE, I WAS NOW.

IT WAS JUST AS WELL. I
HADP SOME THINGS TO SAY
TO ELEIS, AND HE DIPN'T

/" Eleis Lateen. ™
/' EmplovedPor a
while in biochem |
t synthesis, but not |
Por @ couple of |
Wears now. /
"\._“ ‘__,r""

ezl

'|II

- T
e e
> "1“__‘

/ T'M bhinking you ™

[ must still have a
Priend or two there |

\ who lets you vse the/
N EﬂL}IFMEHt eh*

._‘____‘_ __r'_.__.

e ——

e

——'_'-'_ _|_——

" Yeah, well, even with the .

" cost of raw materials and paying ™,
people ofP, I made Pive times as much
\ selling it as I'd made working in the lab.

\_ And it was a lot more Pun. So that

o

wasn'b gonna happen.

£
A

-
_—l-__._._ _-|-—_
- -

.

~~  You true-believer
,.f' types make Me sick. You ™\

/ really do think all of vs want to
warh our asses oPP Por a pitbance \
becavse ... what? Por the greater ]

| gaﬂd or 5amﬂthmgﬁ We all want to

",r",—"-#_._.___-_-_h\"“‘,“\

7 1didn't kill her! I

barely bruised her. She

did a ot worse to me. You
know My eye implant is

L)\ completely broken? /

do our part to make this hole in Lo

NEED TO HEAR THEM. -
, - the ground a Pabulous place?

S You spend too much ™
Everybody buys ‘”";_...-'*;F/;m# around the robots.
~ | Theybelieve in that shit.
\ Ea;:nr When Wou don't: have
~%, ANy expenses, Iguasﬂ

And now you're going to S~
get: on your high horse and HP =
throw me out, just Por giving
pecple what they want. /

—

o

e I'M not throwing jau R
AN [ out becavse of the drugs.
\ That's why I came, to make L~

I really wish >\ . \
you'd stopp ed Makin g) A __e,ur-e Wou knew that! "'fi

ecsetamol when we
_  bannedit. /

I m Ehrowing wou out
becavse You murdered
L' somebody.

Oh. I don't mean Mimi.
I'm talking about Gil Fildie.

'uﬁ’

— e S

" Iguess you don't T~ ,f'f___hh‘““‘x
know how bhis works. I ™\ /" Don't Wou want to know
( don't need to prove anything ) | what he did to me? )
_ except bo My own >
™. Conscience.

"1__‘_‘_

/¢~ Fildie died of an ecsetamol overdose.
. That ecsetamol came Prom you.

" Even if there had ever be#rﬁ’"‘x
d anyl:radg: else on Coldpoint making it ..

Chene told me it was you. I don't want to ever

/" get it wrong ... but With
| you, that's not a risk. You've |

. You know, if wou want people to protect
3 Madﬂ it very clear what

Wou, maybe don't do and say cruel 7

o . bhings to them.

_‘__‘_‘—|—|_| i
| Ry

—
——

" You intended Por him to
/ overdose, or what was the ™\
/ point in not giving Chene what she
| asked Por, and Iying to her about itZ

She thought; you were giving her

. Sedative. And you wouldn't have  / - i ” ' o

\ngen her ecsetamol just so Fildie / No, the reason I'm nob ™ !
. Condiive d.goad LG throwing You inbo a reclaim \

\N__ et right now is that I just can't <
\ br'mg myself to be that harsh / ;'
over killing Fildie. : . 4
- Mot r
’ _ particularly.
“" o one's hurt by his death. ™
Hcr one's shedding any tears over
( him. His lover least of all.
I don't excuse murder, but Fildie
was a horrible, horrible person. ./
L~ Next ship's in

' ___,‘.'-a ~ =z /" Well, you got that bwenty-two days.
* I'll see about bringing|

> 9 r ""=-...\_ part right. )
/==& You cant prove a Wou something bo
S read. /

i_& damned bit of it. ) 2

_—"You meant Por Fildie to
/" die, and yov meant Por Chene to

{ Peel responsible Por it, and the only
.5 r#aﬁan I'M not: going harder on You :
5 thanI am -- ;

B S

,ﬁ,* f("}

THERE WERE A COUFLE OF LOOSE ENDS I STILL WANTED TO PLURSLIE ... FOR MY OWN KNCWLEDGE, IF NOTHING ELSE.
BUT I DIPN'T GET A CHANCE TO DO THAT UNTIL TWO PAYS LATER.

STARTING WITH MIM/.
Actoally, I do care,

It's getting at least a little.

harder to Pind people

... L wait Por ages For
soMeone to come along,
while I sit here rotting ...
and then when someone going to tell Chene what
does, it always goes Wou did. I don't think you

bad ... - need to lose another

Friend right now.

Which is why I'm not

I just want
someone who actually
wants to be with me. Is
that asking too much?
Seems like the world's
telling me it is.

S0rd.

Her name's sora. You're
the only person in Coldpoint
who's always so damned
Pormal. IF you say "Chene"
nobody khows Who You
mean.

L

Formality is a gesture
of respect. I don't know her
well engugh to call her by
her Pirst name.

I'm going to end

up lilke ...
What I did?

What did I do?

I only eall you
by your Pirst
name because You
insist on it.

You don't think
Wou khow me well
enough?

... €h, not that
Wou care, I don't
know why I'm telling
wou. What do you
want?

SHE DIPN'T LOOK LIKE
SHE WAS IN GREAT

EMOTIONAL SHAPE. Mimi, most of

the time I think I
don't: really know

You ab all. .. I'M 5UPe You

know What Yoo did.
Want to tell me
about it7

One of the
aggravating things
about Wou is the way you
ask people questions you
already know the
answenrs to.

How did Wou
guess that,
anywap?

aora.

I told myselP it was
actually kind of a good
thing. I mean, she'd have
work -- she'd have a

place -- how bad
_ Wwould it be?

I don't vsvally
know. I'm just pﬂiNH
sure. That's seldom

good enough.

And I can't
vavally know Por
certain unless I hear
it direct Prom the
sSoUrce.

When I told Teza
how Fildie had been
blackmailing Chene, she said
“How did he ever Find out
about that?" -

IF I'd known what
he was going to ask
her to do ... I never

would have ... I'd have
apit in his Pace, and
damn the
consequences.

Well, wou're right.

Gil Pound out that Eleis
was Helix's supplier. He
alsp Pound out I was
sleeping with Eleis.

Everything was blackmail
material to that son-of-a-bitch.

And bePore You give me that Pace: I
don't blackmail anybody and I
hever have. I just sell
information.

thought about it, I
realized the only
other person besides
Chene who had ail the
information he'd need
Lo blackmail her

He said he needed was you.
people, that you were
squeezing him to death, and that
I was going to come Up With
someboady, he didn't care who, or he
was going to get Eleis in trouble. I

Pigured that meant her past. Now
I think he knew she was skill
selling the stuPpP.

... thank ywou Por not
telling her.

It's a good
thing wou don't
blackmail anyone,
Mimi. It might even
be your saving
grace.

Seems like
everybody knew but
me. How was I so
stopid?

S0 You Ped him
Chene. Told him
about Megrin and
all of that.

You're welcome. Thank
Wou Por the truth.

S
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THE OTHER PERSON I
WANTED TO TALK TO WAS
HELIX. I TRIED AT HER
HOME FIRST, AND WHEN
SHE WASN'T THERE,
WENT TO THERED X. I
DIPDN'T REALLY EXPECT
HER TO BE THERE; I WAS
JUST HOFING TEZA MIGHT
BE ABLE TO TELL ME
WHERE TO FIND HER.

... We could try to : :

train some of them. Who We're planning Por

kHoWs, Maybe even Party our reopening. We're
@irl is salvageable ... going to get a really
| _ top-notich crew.

Hey, Wendy/

Byla's joining vs.

THE RED X STILL HAD A
“CLOSED" SI6N ON THE
DOOR, BUT THE DOOR

WASN'T LOCKED AND I
HEARD PEOPLE TALKING
INSIPE, SO I WENT IN.

I hope she
i5. I know Wou
bhink she's sloppy,
but she's also
popular ...

Bemember I
said I needed to
associate? I think this
place has potential. I also
know some other people
who are in the same
situation as me who
Might: want in.

NOT ONLY WAS HELIX
THERE, BUT TO MY
SURPRISE, 5O WAS BYLA.

7 Please _
¥ tell me you're
hot here with
any more

Not at all. I
was looking For

There are a
couple of lePtovers
I need to ask her

about.

mm
I should have
Pigured Zusy-@ would

tell you. I mean, I'm
glad she did ...

What's all this?
Plotting a
takeovenr?

OHK, 80 ... Eleis would
come Pind me every so
oPten. She was hoping I'd
| start buying again. I think I
MUst have been her
biggest custiomer.

=

She had some big
thing against Gil. I never
asked what, but she wanted him
dead. A couple of weeks ago, she
told me she'd Pinally Pound a way
to get him. That was all
she'd sau.

I wasn't inberestedin
protecting Gil -- sorry, Teza -- and
I wasn't sure I believed her anyway.
Eleis said a lot of things.

But a Pew days aPter that, sora told me
about her plan to knock him oLt. She
said she'd already gotben "the
stLUPE" Prom somebody.

Zora knew Eleis. Sora was
one of Mimi's pet projects, and
Eleis was vsing the All Night ¢lub
_ as her mainh selling base.

Which Mimi didn's

khow, by the way. /

A

" she dian't¥
- Quch.

Anywau, I don't think Eleis ever made
or had access to anybhing but
ecsetamol. It was pretty clear

/ / what she was going to do.
Iy

You khow, iP Wou and Sora had told
me about what Gil was doing to the
two of You, it would have ...

... Well, it might not

have saved his ass,

becavse I think someboay /

was going to kill him
sooner or later.

Bot it would have saved
vs a lob of pain, becauvse I

would have walked out on him Ehen .
and there, and taken Yyou two with

me, and damn the blackmail. I'd
have protected the two of You,
whatever it took.

... 4es, butk ...
we didn't krow that, Teza.

Well, now
we're going to
put it back
together.

Jes ... and
definitely have a lot

Speak of.

more trust and

disclosure.

That shovld be
easier without 3
Gil-shaped hole in the
Middle to dodge

around, though.

Very much.
What are you goin
to do about Sora?

We've
decided she's

e

Oh, WOW.
Why's everybody here?

Sora, I was
just saying that

Hi.

You're welcome to

stay on. I know you
won't get much
work, but we'll
Pigure it out. |

F
Bl

What kind of
lePbovers? Do we
heed to go talk in

private?

That's up to
you. I need tio ask

You about what you
did on the night of

the murder,

Oh.

No, they can hear it.

. You had all this
| Pigured out way ahead
0 oF everybody else!

No, I didn't.

That's the thing. Like I 4
said, I didn't care about Gil ...
but iP I covld have prevented i, I
would have, becavse I didn't want
Sora to geb hort.

Sora's not devious like we are, Teza.
She'd never even realize what had
actually happened. She'd just
think she'd killed him. _

But I didn't connect :
the dots until the night of
the murder, and I was
bocked all night.

~ By the time I could
get a Pew minutes Pree,
and went out to Pind Sora,

she was standing outside Gil's
door very obviously pretending
she thought he was still alive

in there, and I knew it

was boo late.

You never did let:
anybody see how Wou
actually Pelt about him. I
Mean, we knew Wou didn't
agree with him about how to
run this place, and you
thought he was making &
dumb decisions ...

... but Por all we knew,
the two of Wou were still
happy with each other and

doing great when Wou weren't

arguing about the business.
or all we knew, You knew
about the blackmail and
You were Ok with it.

Oh!
Well, uh, thank you ...

... bubk we should
probably wait to talk
about that until aPter I
transfPer.

I only came by to
tell you that. They had
a spot available. I'm

going in GoMorrow.

Well ...
I mean, good, of course, but ...
This is very sudden, isn't it?

[~ =

IranofPtotell Qb 3
1usy-@ becavse I LB Y
wanted to make sure she'd Y
investigate and Pind that  |=
ecsetamol in his system. I A=
Pigured that'd be encugh &
to lead to Eleis.

&

went 6o My
next customer. I
had about twenty
Mminutes' gap between
them, and that was
supposed to be so 1
could clean myself vp.
I had to ronto
medical and
back.

By the time I was
done with him, we were
closed, and Ms. Barlowe
had come and gone ...

I wish you'd told
me more. We knew a lot
less about Eleis than you
did. We never did bother to
PFind out whe was making
ecset.amol back when

N BARNEd & Yes, and [ater I

didn't want to say
more becavse I thought
You Were aiming at me
and it pissed me ofP.
I'm sorry.

... Teah.
You've got a point.

I just never wanted
to let it show. I was
worried iP I did, the Bed X
would come apart.

/' OF course, then it got to
| the point where it was
\ Palling apart anyway.

Yeah.
Decided last |
night.

I don't
want to be a
human here
. dnymore.

It sucks.




