You've got to
try to hold still 5o
we ¢an --

I'M NOT
SURE. SHE'S
DEFINITELY NOT
RESPONSIVE. T'LL
TAKE HER TO
MEDICAL.

NO, HOLD ON!
HOLD ON!

I'M GOING TO TAKE Can you

YOou TO SOME HELF carry her b

i yourselp?

YES. HOW'S
THE PERSON
SHE KICKED? 4

L.

He's, uh, not as
urgent, I guess ...
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- THE LAST SMALL BATCH OF TRANSFERS BEFORE THE FLOOPD.

_,.---'"_'—"-a.,‘_
L IN 4 FEW MONTHS WE'D 5EE OLIR POPLLATION GROW EY A THIRD. MANY OF LIS
I
l

"'w'su. m:ru’rfe-H
WERE TAKING THIS TIME TO CATCH OLIR BREATH BEFORE THE CHAOS BEGAN. - clearly not
OR TRYING TO, ANYWAY. i

transPerring. .

""-n-._‘_‘_‘___._._._,.r"-,‘__ s
_,._._,_.--'—'___‘—‘—-— T
—

- e, -

/"No, but I'm on the N
maniPest. My name's |85
Irene Day. -

One second ...
On! Yes,

L % Sorry.
=\ I only vsvaliy look at
the sleepers, o
P f{ﬂt‘ﬂ' ._

; Goodness! i
== That's a long trip §

. ‘ without stasis. A8
HELEN ORRIS (WHOM EVERYONE CALLS "HELLO," o = N

CONFLSING THOLGH IT MAY BE) WAS THERE TO e - .
GREET AND ORIENT THE NEW ARRIVALS AS LISUAL. . |

F

Wasn't so bad. I had a
major paper I was trying to
Pinish writing. Got through a lot

of my reading backlist, too. ¢

’ o
P ¢an you tell me

" Welcome, Polks! o
ou'll all just gather [EESS====
around ME.IF% i .

-

— e e

how to get to wour
medical area?

Look, I know I
can't order Wou around,
and I normally wouldn't
> eventry ...

It's not

I can't Pind
dcceptable!

the problem,
despite trying
everything at my
disposal For the
[ast Pour hours,
non-stop.

... bUL iP
we've got some
kind of systemic

Failure in the robok
Pr*amesland weJ
don't - -t

Wenay/

ZUSY-@, WHO
BLUNS MEDICAL,
DOES NOT REPORT
TO ME. SHE AND I - |
ARE AT THE SAME . - =
LEVEL OF THE ORG |

' o CHART. |

I am not covering
anything vp. IP I didn't
khow Wou were very upset
( right now, I'd be insulted
[ by the implication.

You're upset and
Prustrated, but I
promise Wou, it's nobhing
compared to how upset
and Prustrated I am

1 don't krow right now.

what happened.
That's the truth.
We've got: a dead »
human, and people who saw § , o e
her do it, and she's dead too i " — v aﬁ%ﬂiﬁ r{g%r.;ts
You say You don't h;naw o By . than anybody, and
anything vsePul? '\ Wou're sawing You
. - . can't --

-~ First, that's not

true. There are many
people Who know more about
this technology than I do.
_ They're just not on this
- planet.

And yes, I am all too
aware of the level of panic
that an unchecked
vulnerability could cavse. I
don't need any Purther
reminders, thank you.

Never mind the
welling we're going to hear
about the deaths -- do you

have any idea how big a
crisis of confidence this . ' i |
will cavse? e |

... I'M S0PPY.

I TRY TO ALWAYS RUN THIS PLACE
IN A CALM, COLLECTED MANNER.

I APMIT I PON'T ALWAYS SUCCEED.

Second, how much more do you
want me to bear musell up? You
want me to pull oPP an arm?

Ch, here you are!

‘u'éaw -= locked vp hard, oh

huh? Couldn't even vnkink her to .

put her on the ..F_,_.--'_":' Uk, serry about that.
You Polks really /' She's

do run on a skelebon dead.
crew. Went through Ghe
whole place and the oniy

This is Cici Zodia. Late last
hight she was seen wandering
around some corridors that don't get a
- lot of Poot traPPic.
Wendy, BRI T\ She was moving very quickly but didn't
would you tell her N\ 5eem in control of her movements.

person I saw was _ what little we ~.__Thrashing around aimlessly.

fl_ﬂ!ﬂﬂbﬂ;% ?ed ona know? She's here = N

She went
completely haywire, and
killed the man YoL 5aw on the
table. 80 maube choose your ta;;ndegibgag:irwhat,
words better. | x | N . b € Was saling.
Who are you? : - ' O e, I— '

alsp speaking N
rapidiy. Non-stop.
Too Past Por anyone

Are wou 2usana
Quiney?

I have obher people,
but we don't run an
all-hours staPp.

My name's
Irene Day.

I don't khow you. And you are ...7

IS there a ship in? overrun. / Yes, bub I can'
Pind why.
They didn't:
tell you I was
coming?

Gloria, I
can't --

vy \

-- oh, h@ve
they?
All right:. Thanks.

There were only three
witnesses. When one of them --
RBolP Holler -- tried tio help her, she
kicked him inte a barrel hard
enough to ¢rush the back of

They told
Me bhey were
sending someone.
That's all. It takes a
year Por us to get

She Pell down, and
packets.

'*That‘a Wendy the thrashing got
Barlowe.
The operations

manager.

... No, I don't
bhink I can do
anything here

anyway.

YOU'VE CUTSTAYED YOUR TIME!
THERE | NO REASON FOR YOU
TO BE HERE!
TRANSFER OR DIE!

We have as
MUCh right to be

I guess you
here as you do!

agree with them,
huhZ You want to

And iP you try o do kill vs too?

anything to vs, we'll
push back!

I don't want to
kill anybody ... but
they're right, you
shouldn't be here.
Coldpoint is Por robots. IF
Wou're nob going to
transPer, then You
should --

You're the ones who
heed to leave Coldpoint, not
ua! You and the rest of the

robots who'd like to just kill
s all! You're the blight!

Show me wWhere it
saus this place is

Why don’t Wou just
J 9o0) jUst Por robots.

jump in a reclaim and
Make everybody's liPe
better?

YOU HUMANS ARE A BLIGHT!
YOU'RE KEEFING COLPFPOINT
FROM BEING WHAT IT'S
SUPPOSED TO BE!
PEATH T HUMANS!

It's the whole point of the
place, stupid. Did wou read the
Mmaterials bePore you came? What
did wou Ehink You were doing?

They're allowed to have
Lheir position, you know!




~ THIS GROLIF HAD BEEN
- DOING THIS SORT OF
~ THING FOR A FEW
me WEEKS AT THAT POINT.
—« USLUALLY AN
= APPEARANCE EVERY
‘_EAF OR 50. WE DIDN'T 3
KNOW HOW MANY =
e THERE WERE, BECALISE
- OF THE IPENTICAL
-FPAINT JOE ON THEIR
" BODY PLATES, AND
W THE HELMETS.

— GLORIA HAD STARTED

- CALLING THEM

2 COPFERPLATES,

B~ BECALISE OF THAT
PAINT JOE. WHICH
SURELY WASHED OFF,

= UNLESS THEY WERE

- HIDING WHENEVER
— THEY WEREN'T
— CAUSING TROLIBLE.

&I DON'T MIND

. PEMONSTRATIONS. I

,"'_' PON'T EVEN MINP THE
o VANDALISM —-= IT WAS
E:l- Y TO CLEAN UP.
= BUT CALLING FOR
PECQFLE'S CEATHS
CROSSED A LINE.

I HAPN'T MANAGED TO
SCAN ANY OF THEM
BEFORE THEY RAN
OFF. MAYBE THAT'S
WHY THEY RAN COFF
50 FAST, 50 I
COULDN'T 1P THEM.

Don't call me
stupid, You

plastic bibch! Well, don't be

stupid, meatPace!

YES! WE ARE INCOMFATIBELE. WE
CAN'T COEXIST HEEE. YOU SEE?
AND THE HUMANS MUST —

You want a PightZ I'll

# Fr1a0d
khock Wou throlgh 8 wally” Look at wou:

At each others'
throats and that
asshole didn't even
have to halP try.

Leave him
dlone!

Oh! Hello, Ms.
Setrik. Were You cauvght
: Lp in all that?

I'm sorry you
came to Coldpoint just
as this whole place
seems to be losing its
collective mind.

Try it!
You're not
dliowed,

remember? There i4 a place on
Coldpoint Por everyone.

Except mawbe the
people who have nothing
bettier to do than make

trouble Por the rest of us.
Them, I mights kick out.

I don't bhink it's as
bad as that. We love it

getting along better than
We have in years.

Ah ... I realize
you're not in charge of
[ keeping track of her, but ...
do Wou happen to have any
idea where my davghter
. 5 at the moment?

Now everybody take a deep
breath, calm dewn, and go
about Wour business.

All oP
knock it oPP!
Right now//

... Actually, 1
probably do.
WHEN PEOPLE TRANSFER INTEO BOBOT BODIES, THEY ARE
SIVEN A MENTAL BLOCK AGAINST HARMING HUMANS, THOUSH
THIS TUBNS OUT T2 HAVE A FAIR BIT OF WIGSGLE BOOM.

Now, be

;: carePul to keep
. uﬂurhne
straight ..

Yes, but bhat's tupical.

Repairs seldom happen in
easy-to-reach places.

CUS! SETRIK IS THE ONLY CHILD ON COLPPOINT .

SHE AND HER PARENTS ARRIVED A FEW
MONTHS AGO. CLUS! ISN'T ALLOWED TO
TRANSFER, SHOLULD SHE PECIPE TO, UNTIL
SHE COMES OF AGE. MEANWHILE, WE HAVE
TO KEEP HER EDLICATED AND ENTERTAINED.

WE PON'T HAVE A SCHOOL. WE HAVE SOME

BASIC COLURSEWARE FOR HER, BUT WE FELT

SHE SHOULD DO MORE THAN JUST SIT IN A

ROOM. I ASKED MY STAFF TO ENCOLIRAGE

HER COMING TO THEM TO EIND OUT THINGS
== WHICH CUS! HAS EAGERLY DPONE.

SHE ESPECIALLY SEEMS TO LIKE MENICA
SCOTT, MY HEAD OF ENGINEERING, AND-IT
SEEMS TO BE MUTUAL. MIN LIKES FEOFPLE

WHO LIKE KNOWLEDPGE, AND CUS/
DPEFINITELY SEEMS TO QUALIFY.

It's really
hard to see!

atrictiy

speaking, I'm teaching
her to do plasma

seaming.

It's 8 much more
pseful skill here. We
don't do a lot of
old-school welding.

And it's Pon/

Hi, Ms.
Barlowe!

I imagine it is
... but, Cusi, you
really do have to tell
your parents when
Wou hare off.

You're teaching her to
weld?

Your mother's been
out looking Por you.

- |

4 wouLp vou BE
INTERESTED IN -

" The thing
is, We don't
want to jump all
bhe way to bhe
hard line.

We don't see a
problem with @ generous
grace period ... but iF you've
been here, 5ay, Pive years and
Wou sbill haven't transferred,
something is wrong.

Nearly half our
population is human. This is a
drain on the economy of
Coldpoint, it prevents us

From improving ...

o= —
"’.T s A MONTH OR SO ABO, TWO POLITICAL
: ﬁ;- ! PARTIES HAP APPEARED OUT OF
B S NOWHERE. IT WASN'T CLEAR TO ME
. EXACTLY WHAT THEY WERE TRYING TO
—— = ! ACCOMPLISH, SINCE WE HAVE NO
e e LELECTED OFFICES. WE PON'T EVEN
ﬁ‘r REALLY HAVE A COVERNMENT.
Cusi, I'm going to H‘ ! A
need a minvte. e

et et N R ™ e T T il o

* We don't hate
humana but we also
8 don't see why --

e e e L A PR P

ST e
(SR e ]

S el e el e
¢

¥ Uh, anyway, iP
ou'd like more
inFormation, please
\, stop by our booth in
: .q‘-&bhe inPo corridor.

™l

i

'l-tp ’

EXINE TRYLER. [
I DIDN'T YET KNOW __k
ENOLIGH ABOUT HER .
TO HAVE AN OPINION *_
ON HER, BUT THE +
EARLY SIGNS L
WEREN'T POSITIVE. © 4

. \‘F B . N
. ‘\ - atem, Usit, can I get
-

Wou to take the sign
down? Thanks.

Fi_
B

:.,* Y
5

iE el e e e T e e e L

g R B

L P

I'll go see iP I can
=)

You khow, I'm
happy you want to
learn about everything
going on ... buk wou do alse
nheed Lo do Wour courses
at home. I don't want
Wou neglecting
those,

But they're 50
boring! The person
just talks and talks
and their voice
Makes me sleepy.

And they're never about
anything interesting. I already
know how to do math and all the
important stuPP. I don't want to

lisben to history.

History's
important too,
though.

aH ... I
SUESS
THAT'S AlLL
FOR NOW,
FOLKS.

e

THANKS FOR
YOUR TIME.

My, she got outs
oF here in a hurry,
didn't she?

T
7 You khow, I get
the impression she's
avoiding me. Don't you
think 507

o are Bulwark and
Deepstone oPPicially
endorsing Vigil?
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I didn't know
that, actually. Both
Vigil and saPety seem
determined to keep me
in the dark as much
as possible.

ol :"‘:I" s
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Ican't say I'm
surprised, Ghough,
any more than I was See?
surprised Go hear B Why do I need to
Beth Vigilance is S8 S | . | : learn history when
behind Vigil. ) y ' all &his sEUPP is
going on?

|

e CHO-OF _-"-‘l;:il'l-

Sl e e

I HADN'T
THOUGHT IT WaAS
INTENDPED TO BE

A SECEET.

/" OH, NO, T WOULDN'T SAY
3 I’ THAT. WE'RE JUST

 VOLUNTEERS. WE DON'T

\_SPEAK FOR OUR CLANS.

S

el it et il hal Rl Bl B B e e (el

Mm, probably wou're
: right, or she'd have picked ... I'M hot
' O a diPPerent name ... Tell me, . sauing you don't
BUT, YOU KNOW, THERE ' What's the goal here? I mean, 3

e : have a point.
ARE A LOT OF U WHO , R ibi — : \
{ DON'T WANT TO LET THOSE R 4 why have a political party at all o e

SAFETY PEOPLE GO : Tty When I'm the only person
UNCONTESTED ... - N making the rules? Are you .~ NO!

i 7 / WE'RE JUST HOPING FOR ...
pATNIng on @ cadps INFLUENCE. IF WE CAN COME §
TO YOU AND SAY "LOOK, WE

HAVE A MAJORITY WHO ﬂ‘-% Maybe we

. shovld be
; ' - teaching you
I'M SURE YOU KNOW - vl
CLAIRE PARSONS (S [N And is that what Tryler wants too? psychology
RUNNING SAFETY. A ... No, don't bobher answering that. But, Y'know, : instead.
wou're not going to get: a lot of tiraction iF you've
got a leader who won't even talk to me.

WANT THIS" ...

TREAC GLAPSTONE, ONE OF MY TWO SIGNIFICANT OTHERS, RUINS COLPPOINT'S ONLY THEATRICAL COMPANY. SHE HAS A "NO SEX DLIRING PRODPLICTIONS" RULE -— FROM FIRST REHEARSAL TO CLOSING NIGHT.
BUT THE CASTING PROCESS /S5 NOT CONSIPERED PART OF THE FRODPLUCTION, 5C I WANTED TO GET SOME PERSONAL TIME WITH HER WHILE I STILL COULD.

He's cute. Can _ Ms. Barlowe!

can't just stop. ’ Pell over dead last night
We're not rocks -- TERHR) ~ e

e A Julia. Por no reason? _—
gress, higracion, . \ , '
motion is ... modernity. It's \ H:ggr;ebﬁa%aru
animate, it's what living :
things do. We desire. Even iF
all we desire is stillness, ” I heard it
iti's still desire for. Even iP From somenne wWho
we go Paster than we . -
shoUld. We can't wait. sdid t'h’gh: got; it; Prom
Qod? . was Ghere.

Nobod
s . \ ) ever dies "Por no
He isn't | PSR T Y - ; ’ reason.” There's
Coming back, , 5 e (T T . b - always a reason.
And even iP he . f ' - edical is
did ... yr ' investigating.

But his Y '_ That's all
delivery and emotion is : N R I have.
dood, he knows to project,
and he can clearly learn lines.
Might have to beach him
- 1 blocking, but what else
" 1P he ever did come back, 15 new?
i he ever daredto show his
Pace, or his glyph or gﬂhgbever, :12
the garden again ... if aPter all g
bhis -ﬂe-:—:-r:ru.:t?r:-n. iP aPter all of the Thank you, you can starting callbacks
berrible days of this berrible century come down now. in ... I'd 53y two days
he returned to see ... how Much Watch your step. F’e*r:'ﬂ three. IP a:ru*
sUPPering his abandonment had aps - 1F Y

B\ created, if ke did come back ... " haven't heard Prom vs
b 10U should sue the bastard. in 8 week, you

. r | won't.
That's my only _ But, between us,
contribution o all this "

2ology. e start thinking about
bastard Por walkin, . ; g
oL, How dare he,g Al ' Mmaking a large hole in

our schedule. I'll do that.
J Thank you.

I wonder if the M's aren't: right: IP
Wou're going to be a robot, best to give up on
looking at all human. -
J_.J" ‘ﬂ‘
Mgl Well, but look at me! I didn't
Al i come out looking like a person anyway.
L I'm @ shiny sex toy.

But wou get to
have sex. In new and With people
exciting waws! who are interested in
sex tows, wes. And who

s Believe me, iP I
don's M;;‘;;.g;f,___?aﬁt* op could deal with it

Faster, I would.

We don't
even know what
happened yet, and I
can't proceed unbil
we do.

We got
lucky -- only two
withesses, and Ti
( o Not £o Mmention the new Fuliwrench has been
Treac, it's been # ki keeping quiet. But

o and excibing hazards ... apparently Phudia solar

- Monbhs. Wendy, whatever it is that didn't have the

Don't tell me you're still . happened to that D, you need brains to.
uhhappy with it ... Lo address it quickiy.

I'm not : I adore Julia, but she's Or she's 3
Lhhappy, love. never been much Por keeping robot-hater who was
= o her mMouth zipped. IP she's looking Por ammunition.

It's just that 3 heard, then a lot of others I don’t know.
every dav I look in this have heard now too.
mirror and wonder when I'll

recoghize that person as
Me again.

She could have
just Pelt people
needed to know.

It's alarming,
Wendy. What if we all
have it¥ What if any of
vs robotis could Pall
over at any time?

I very much
doubt it.. I just don't
see how we could have
Pailed to notice something
like that. I think it's got to
be something that was
peculiar to her.

Honestly, I'm Par
more worried about what L
someone like Parsens will do A'mon, let's do
with the inPormation. I need o

to stay a step ahead of soMething ’,‘.’1:’;‘5‘
- . enjouable, OK? .1 likethe
b that. IPI can. oY e .. I like the taste

of plastic.




... and she said she
didn't care about him,
and I thought, "Wow,
bhat's sure news to me,
bhe way wou acted the
last Bew months."
You should
have just told
her that.

I considered it.

You sbill don't
have anuthing®

I don't think
she's OK.

What's wrong with her?
I5 something wrong with her?

We had to do a shutdown
ds soon as she was brought in.

She's basically in coma now, so
we can't get much.

That's not
good enough.

I'm aware, but we -

didn't have a choice. We had
o idea how much lohger she had.
The ¢clock overrun was clearly well

advanced, Prom her behavior.
She might have only had  /

Minvtes to live. ,f ]

We don't dare revive ™.
her until we have a Pix readl_qx”“x.,.
... and we won't have a Pix unbil
we can Pigure out what cavsed Jl'
the problem ... and we c¢an't
get data on that ... :

Urgh.
[ assume you ab

Chesee Silgret.

least have an ID7 { A sex worker, like Zodia.

“Am I alwaus
like bhis?"
{R__
iy
¥ i : :'.
This time there :
were a ot of withesses! I
guarantee Wou that if
everyone in Coldpoint doesn't |

know about it yet, they will
in the next Pew hours.

W 1 shodder to bhink what
|f" Parsons is going to do with
\ this. And that's not even my
- Main concern!

. s
-

= "h '
L

, Last night, I had to reassure
S soMeone very close to me -- Who's
already having a diPficult time coming to
terms with her transfer -- that this wasn't
| going to happen to her! I've been questioned by
\ people who are worried that they could keel
N gver any minute Prom whatever this is/
. This is a crisis, and Wou want to pick
~ on my bad mood? -

——

o~ Andthe worst part is, I S
/S can't reassure any of them with
( sincerity, becavse I don't know that
\ myself! For all I know, it covld get
any of them! They could all Pall

_ over dead tomorrow!

e,

Y,
,

Irene probably
7/ knows more about these
Frames and systems than
anyone else, at this point.
. That E Prame she's using?
She designhed it.

The mystery is what she's
doing here. When they said they
were sending help, I also assumed it
just meant a technician ... IF you
were determined to work in a ToPPler
setitlement, there were bigger,
older ones a lot closer.

1 J;l -
And they're all past

their major growth period.
They don't: need the help.
You do.

g

I consider that

very unlikely.

T

/" Ok, noproblem. It's ™

2 obviously a serial killer who's

'L targeting D sex workers with |
. Sbupid Pirst names.

o

e

—

I'll just question
everyone in Coldpoint until I
Find them. shouldn't take
more than a year.

That's what I told Treac.
Convince me, though. Why?

Becauvse this is a
hardware isspe!

é " Y ‘_..\‘ﬁ I_Jr J ;' 4 1:;
'i.. ,t"r ' "f.- 5 .
\v‘_;§| ‘ i h'_ﬁ! ’
: ."l".-" 8

F]

Look, there's not

C'mon, relp!
We need to get her to
medical! %

... 18 she
always like

No. She's
vsually one of the
most rational
humans in the
setitlement.

But keeping the
peace has become
=\ Dnexpected|y demanding

And she
sometimes says
outrageous things
When she's
stressed.

41

actually a lot of external

sofbware in these systems. Your brain
is bhe soPtware. But there are a couple of
hardware Punctions we do have to provide, and
the clock is the most important one. The brain
still needs a heartbeat ... it sets all kinds of /.
metiabolic rates and other things. You '
¢an't Punction without a
metronome.

o 4

That's vitalhardware. We test it
thoroughly on every installation.
Besides, if there were some kind of systemic Pavlt
in the design we hadn't cavght, we'd have already seen
this happen in a lot more people by now. IP this were

e
Plus, wou're in a position
where you may be able to vse any
new improvements or Prame designs I
come Up with right away. The other
places may adopt my work, but it &
takes them a lot longer. '

e
--—\—

I can do research Prom
anywhere ... might as well do it

somewhere I can be useful.

an epidemic it'd have already happened, you
understand? The clock hardware has been

unchanged For years.

Well, we're happy
to have you, don't get
Me wrong ...

Bubt the way
you've described
bhis, it sounds like
We have even more
of a mystery.

I mean, iP the
o/ clock hardware is
vsvally reliable, then it's
% very strange to have two
\ Pailures here intwo A

davs, right?
" 3 .Ir .‘_,-"'__- :
" 7 Yes. And that's

( the part we can't J//A RIS
\ Figure out. /S 7

-

i lIlI.I i

—lI
e

e,

I hate to keep
beating this drum, but You
have to. No one else but gauﬁ}
two can, and we're going to e

_ N

HUh. ™

2o Wou're not just some
\ random tech they sent,
e I take it? i

—

Barlowe's Crisis
Hotline ...

sorry, Cil. A little
grim homor.

... yes, sure, I'll
come have a look.

No, it's OK. The
situation here is oub
of MY hands.




e i - P———
CIL MENARD /S MY PIRECTOR OF AGRICLULTURE. SHE /S VERY HANDS-ON.

Al the way out
here, huh?

It's not a class
day, Ms. Barlowe!
And mom knows
where I am.

" Don't get oo | _ : I was going to show

close. You don't want I * AR - Cusi what polymer cane
to breathe that. \ b g looks like, and we came in
-y F = - to Pind this.

Only the one bed.
We checked the nearby
rooms, and I've got Jin
. looking in the other
g Pacilities. Haven't Pound

o anything else.

WE GROW NOT ONLY FOOP FOR THE HUMANS BUT AW MATE RIALS
FOR STRUCTURES, TOOLS, FLIRNISHINGS, ROBOT FRAMES %

SHE TAKES VANDALISM TO HER CROFS AS A FERSONAL AFFR

~ 1 didn't realize you
were part of the Cusi
,  training ecosystem.

Isn't
everyone?

I think I's on o

heavy rotation, \
actually. Not as much as
Min. My stuPP's not as

BNy interesting.
T, e

i, I.:I:r
;
i R

~

< - e,
;- She'dreally like to pick
y Furst's brain, but he works
Mostly in places she'd need
. special gear, which we don't
> havein her size. Yet.

Ty

R _ 7 5

> 4he's a sponge.
7 ghe'll probably khow how
cba do everything in
oldpoint by the time S
»  she's Pourteen. “g’gﬁéﬂifﬁ

S,

B

Pon't we have Pire Well, that seems

detectors in here? This wasn't Pire. That's definite.
chemical smoke. Fomes. '

The plants
were dissolved. See
all that black coze?
That's what's lePt of

the cane.

We have heat
detectors, but we can't
do smoke detectors --

they'd Palse-alarm on the
sprays and obher things
we Use,

50, just one bed
-- do wWe assume this
is a statement of \
. SoMe kind?  L—

“hmmh____ﬁf;;fﬁh, weah! Forgot the

4 important part.

( See if you ¢an get a closer look -
\ at the Ploor without breathing
S, any of that stuPP. -

o,

-y

[ ]

/
.

How'd they
get access to
this area?

This is the
sLEUPP Wou use
to make walls

and things,

right:

Good
question.

IP they want
humans dead, why
didn't they trash some
Pood planks?

R .
\ Aiso a good
guestion.

I WAS MORE PETERMINEEL THAN EVER TO CATCH AND QUESTION SOME OF THE COPPERFLATES, BUT THEY WOLULDPN'T COME OLUT THAT EARLY IN THE LAY.
MEANWHILE, I DALLIED WITH MINOR BUSINESS FOR AN HOLIR OR TWQO BECALISE I WAS PUTTING OFF HAVING A CONVERSATION I NEEPED TO HAVE.

o e == I P SN

- -
BUT I COLLDON'T AVO IT Fﬂﬁf%
s 4 ‘:H\ : l - g
H - h i)

<

— —

It's a crisis!
_;/" -

As if it weren't bad .
enough to have these bands Y
™\ of robots wandering around

= ¢alling Por our deaths ... ' ol
1 ik q F BBl Y ... now we have

robots going haywire

(P2
3 : and endangering vs in |
the corridors! 4

BN It's not safe For
humans in Colapoint!

AL

And the operations
manager refuses to do a
thing about it!

Managed to get an "\ . . [: ”
image to vse, but : . . :

wouldn't actually get > ___._The power behind the throne!
her any help, huh? - -

already being 3 WhatzZ
helped. They took ' Why'd wou bring her
her to medical a Pew in here? -
seconds later. .
We're not
monsters.,

That's
| somewhat .
B debatable. U=

el

We're going to ™\
4 talk about 8 Pew )
things now.

Well, I have
nothing to say.
I wasn't here tio
talk o You anyway,
Parsons.

P

A

I didn't, have
Mmuch choice. When
Her Majesty
commands an
audience ...

We need
diPPerent
leadership!

We need people in
charge of Coldpoint
who actually take the
needs of its human §
population
seriovsiy!
o

L
PEOFLE COME TO COLDPPOINT TO
TRANSFER TO ROBOT BODIES, BUT THE = W
CHARTER DOESN'T FORCE THEM TO,
AND THIS HAS LED TO FRICTION. THE y
TWO MAJOR SOLURCES OF THIS
FRICTION ARE CLAIRE PARSONS AND
BETH VIBILANCE. BOTH SEEMED TO
HAVE CONVERTED TO THIS "POLITICAL
PARTY" APPROACH, BUT BOTH WERE |
SMART ENOUGH TO KNOW THAT A LOT 1§
OF PECPLE CONSIPERERFTHEM TOXIC,
SO THEY HAD OTHER PEOFPLE
FRONTING THEIR FARTIES. SAME TIRED
BULLSHIT UNDERNEATH.

THE FRONT WOMAN FOR THE SAFETY
PARTY WAS JEEL ADARE. ADARE was
ONE OF THE PEOFPLE WHO HAD COME
TO COLOFOINT WITH CONSIPERABLE
FERSONACWEALTH. SINCE SHE
CLEARLY NWEVER INTENDPED TO
TRANSFER, ONE WONDERED ABOLT
HER MOTIVES FOR COMING AT ALL.

; Not a very nice
/' attitude Por someone who |

really should want o stay J
Y on My good side. ¢

cee, that's the thing.
You do whatever you want,
and everybody else is
expected to kiss your ass
and go along with it.

I haven't Porgotten
that you conPiscated my
¢cargo twoe Wears ago.

And I haven't
7 Porgotten that the only
Y reason anyone would bring in a
hundred pulse whips is to use
them to subdue and possibly
even kill robots. They don't
. do anything to humans.

v You were setting vp to

arm an anti-robot militia,

Adare, and you weren't
Pooling anyone.




They were Por our —
protection!/ And it's even clearer “ You know, iP the point of this |
now how badly they were needed’ IP . * "political party" approachistotryte N
You weren't such a robot-kisser, . | ( influence my opinion on policy, thak's not a
You'd see that! , \ completely bad idea ... but You're doing a
b horrible fﬂt" of ifs.

; I notice you're not;
And there's no rule lfl.-ﬁ{TEr'HEd how the
rules against my ; .
consider UH'ﬂ'EEfFabrE-t'ﬂ - J"I-""J"["Ibrl‘-" a di¢ tatm‘ t"""' duse
bhe setblement. I'm not shutting down Wour phony
: political party. And I'm not:
5, throwing you off the planet.
In Pact, there - Bub I'm warning wou:
are no roles, Adare. - : There will be no violence.
Only policies. And I'm ' There will be no incitement to violence.
the vitimate arbiter IP I Pind anubody trying to start that
of those. kind of trouble, I'll personally toss

bhem onto the next ship out.
You see?

And iP the point is

- dactually to set up an

There are ; et

That's exactly what I robots in the halls overthrow of the current

oV 0 sl 7 gperating structure -- by which I

rkahebmeiiios el iy yelling ‘deathto [ There sure are. And when I "wean getting rid of me - oo

will it still Por woun e catch them, they're going to be really should rethink that
dfcﬁaﬁﬂréhip% very uhhappy about that.

beFore you get hort.

MOST OF COMPLEX A IS SET UP WITH OCTAGONAL INTERSECTIONS == FOUR CONNECTING PASSAGES AT CARDPINAL POINTS, ANDP THE
OTHER FOLIR PASSAGES LEAD TO BUSINESSES OR HOMES OR WHATEVER. ONE OF THOSE INTERSECTIONS IS CALLED "CHROME CROSSING."

—

You get around, D, T,
don't you? I bet wour Y he Might not n )
- MOM doesn't know Where b" b;ﬁ E“?.-E”” ‘
. 1 = _Yov are thistime. ' ks going
S in any of the
pt places
o

i 1 2y i o |
L -
o IIIIIHIIIIIII‘IIII
afr Qo= et rg il

Ne, you're sure not.
CHROME CROSSING LOOKS JUST LIKE What's the attraction? I
ANY OTHER INTERSECTION IN

ing you're nok
COMPLEX A, BUT GALIDIER, BECALISE have a Peeling you're nob

OF ALL THE SIGNS. EVERY BLSINESS trijing to Pigure out what's
ADJIOINING CHROME CROSSING 1S A

going.on, Kind oP?
SEX CLUE OF SOME KIND.

I know about sex,
I'l 3 3 W ]
/T WAS STILL DAYTIME &= BARELY Ms. Barlowe. Mom
AFTERNOON -- AND EVEN THOLSH IT

Lold me.
WASN'T@ WORK DAY, THERE WASN'T
ALOT

BUSINESS TO THE CLUES
YET. BURTHE INTERSECTIGN IS ALSO
ON THE ROUTE TO A LOT BPF OTHER
THINGS, SO THERE ARE AYS A LOT

I just want to
OF PEOPLE PASSING THROLGH.

know about why
INCLLUDING ONE PERSON WHO people come here.
FROBABLY SHOLLDON'T BE THERE.

It's always humans,
and it's vsvally guys.

Well, I'm a big
believer in
hands-on data
. collection, and I
\ can't Pault your

YOUR HABITS
. Methods.

EXFPLOIT THE
ROBOTS OF
COLDPOINT!

Ebrl!l bhmh ,
wour parents |
probably

wouldn't like

We're going to

: B have a talk now.
YOU'RE HERE ZEEING —
TO YOUR LUSTS WHILE

YOoU sHOULD BE
: ' FLANNING YOUR

— r-'..ll 4 mAHE’FEE’E!
il | --

TRANSFER OR DPIE!
DEATH To HUMaANS!!

... 2vsi, I have to
take this call.

WHEN I GOT BACK TO CHROME
CROSSING, CLS! WAS GONE.

-

Damn it,
they move
Past.

I WASN'T ACTUALLY WORRIEDP ABOLUT HER
- : WANDPERING AROUND. SHE SEEMED SMART
EVEN THOLUBH THIS TIME THERE WERE

ENOUEBH NOT TO PO ANYTHING STUPID, THE
NCO CROWDS IN MY WAY, THEY 60T MOST DANGEROUS FLACES WERE ALL
AWAY AGAIN. THEY BEAT ME TCO THE LOCKED, AND EVEN OLIR NASTIEST PEOFLE
NEXT INTERSECTION AND I DIDN'T SEE

WOLLDN'T HURT A CHILD. I ADMIT, THOLUBH, THAT I DID
WHICH WAY THEY WENT.

WONDER WHAT NEW TROLBLE
WE DON'T HAVE ANY PREDATORY TYPES. BHED RUN OFESEEE e You waiting
THIS TIME I'D HAD THE 6OOD SENSE DESPITE MY-BAD JOKE, THERE ARENO | Por @ bus?
TO TRY TO ID THEM BEFORE GETTING SERJAL KILLERS ON COLDPOINT. WE SCREEN
THEIR ATTENTION. THEY DIDN'T HAVE FOR THAT SORT.OF THING, AND EVEN -
IDS. THAT WAS INTERESTING FOR ITS THOLIGH NO SCREENING IS 100%, THEY
OWN REASONS, BUT MEANT I WOLILDN'T WANT TO COME HERE ANYWAY.
COLILDN'T TRACK THEM DOWN EASILY. THEY WANT SOMEPLACE MORE POPLILATED,
WHERE THEY HAVE MORE VICTIMS AND CAN
I WAS GOING TO HAVE TO CATCH THEM MOVE AROLIND MORE FREELY. AND WHY
IN THE ACT, WHICH MEANT I WAS WOLILD A CHILD PREDATOR COME
PROBABLY GOING TO NEED HELP. SOMEWHERE WITH NO CHILDREN?




COLDPPOINT IS MOSTLY
LUNPERGROUND. AIR SUPPLY IS VERY
IMPORTANT. EVEN TO THE ROBOTS.

OUR VENT CORRIPORS ARE LARGE AND
STURPY ... AND EVERYWHERE.

Q, I THINKE IT'S
SAFE. IF ANYONE
WaAS GQING TO FIND
e HERE, THEY'D
HAVE &OTTEN HERE
BY NOW.

g
”~
i
/": oo
w"f

""
-~ .

- 4
-_

BUT I THINK WE'L
BETTER STOF FOR
THE DAY. SHE
COULD BE QUT
THERE LOCQKING
FOR US.

b

”~

-

HE'S PERSISTENMNT.

THINK. WE NEED TO

GET OUT OF THIS
STUFF FAST.

JUST AS WELL,
AFTER THAT RUN.
I FEEL LIKE MY
KNEES ARE GOING
TO FALL OFF.
YOU DON'T SEE PEOFLE LISING
THEM TO SNEAK AROLING, NOT
JUST BEECALISE WE PON'T HAVE
MUCH SNEAKING ARCLIND, BUT
BECALISE THEY'RE LISUALLY NOT
TALL OR WIDE ENOUGH FOR AN
APULT TO MOVE ARCLUNED IN EASILY.

THIS WASN'T AN ISSLUE FOR CUSI,
THOLUGH.

.-!l:l.

BYLA STARNE IS MY OTHER SIGNIFICANT OTHER. A FEW MONTHS AGQ, FRUSTRATED BY THE SITUATION FOR SOLO SEX WORKERS, SHE BEGAN
WORKING AT THE RED X CLUE. SHE'S ALSO ONE OF THE THREE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN RUNNING IT SINCE GIL FILDIE DIEP. THEY'VE BEEN TRYING
TO RESTORE ITS REPLITATION AND BRING BACK BUSINESS. THEY'VE SUCCEEPED —— SO WELL THAT I'VE BARELY HAP A CHANCE TO SEE HER.

M - There's dePinitely
something to be said Por
sex in the daytime.

Especially
when you've got a
lot of stress to
work ofP.

Ch, well, I don't
krow that I'm that
stressed. I mean, I've
been worse,

II|I_.- x_‘
I didn't mean
IT WAS SHEER CHANCE THAT I HAPPENED TO BE just you.
PASSING BEY BEFORE THEIR NIGHT'S BLISINESS
HAD BEGLUN, AND THAT BYLA HAD SEEN ME.
I HAPN'T PLANNED ON IT. BUT I'D TAKE IT.

Qlub's
rUnRing Wou

Come on!
ragged?

Some, Yeah.
I mean, it's a good

problem Lo have Throw some clothes

on iP you need to, but
horry!

But also ...
Wendy, how bad is this
malPunction? Are we all

going to get: it

.. I don't know.

Medical's take is that iF it werea ¥
big systematic Pailure we'd have
seen 8 lob more cases of it. Bub I'm
worried too. And I don't know
what to tell people.

IPit's any reassurance, it

f" doesn't come on suddenly. It's like feah.

your metabolism slowly accelerates. You
[?ijitutﬂt‘g and start moving and talking
\ ster, and having less control over your
5pe=~:h and movement. Apparently it 4
Lakes weeks, 7

I got Onika bo join vs
a couple of weeks ago.
She vsed to be in the
callout group with me.

She was in
the building an
hour ago.

Yes, I
remember.

She was in the
same situation I was,
and we can use her.,
She's good.

But she's been acting
strange. Like she's been
having trovble moving. Bumping
into things. Waving her arms
around like crazy.

Mo
You

And talking really Past.

40 We shouldbe able to
catch it bePore it becomes
Fatal ... the problem is right
now iP we cateh it we don’ b ;
. know what to 4o .. :

¥

back here?

Bula, what --7

bylai
dontPeelsogoo
didontthinkicanwo
rktodauimsorrymay
beiliPeeibettering
while

Forget about
work, Onika.

L

We're taking you to medical.
Right: now.
Buyla, we may need to carry her.

NN BRARALLARLAS

. " h
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( It's all right.
' We Innaw

Irene, basedon '\
these rates we have
another twenty, thirty ) -
minvtes ab most [ __
bePore it's unsale.

My

amige ‘H
rﬁgﬂﬂdre ]j

g S
—_—

e

S

No, you are not. .
| But we may have to shut ]
L Wou down 50 You don't die. |
Until we can repair it..

.Imean, I
don't remember
. anything weird
\ happening with any of S
S MY cusbomers ... £

... but that
doesn't mean it didn't
happen. I see a lot of

people, Y'know?

atill, it seems likely §8
that one of your &
customers hadto be
the vector.

80 we check
and patch all the
sex Workers.

No.
We check and patch all the robots.
. Every robot in Coldpoint.

: -
You know, now that I
have a minvte to breathe, I
think you've got a point.
I Peel wrecked.

emergencies are
what they are, but
wou've got: o be more
careful about how
hard Wou push
yourselP,

IP wou
won't do it Por
Wour Priends and
lovers, do it Por @
COMMUNILY that
heeds You in good
working
condition.

Wendy, the logistics
of that are ...

The clock
Pirmware doesn't
match checksum. It's
been altered.

-_-l----'-—--______-_-'
_"'"""-—- I can's bake bhe bime

right now to Pigure out

v-*._. exachly what was done to it, Tk

but I'm betiting someone
introduced an instability to

gradually make the clock o

‘ ron Paster.
_._-———1‘-‘_"".":;-, - {
_.-—-"" ——

ﬁlnn‘ I say "someone”
f " because this absolubely had to ]
_have been engineered. It didn't
N ;u st happen by itself. -~ e
== - b

e,

You have
something?

It's got bo happen, though!
Even iP nobody else got hacked, we'd Y
still need to patch everybody to
Pirewall their ports. That's vital.

Besides, doing a T
comprehensive check is the
only way we're going to

wrestare confidence -- £

7 Oh, it won't help
A much with that. Might
\_even make it worse.

Check the sex

L Workers firs.

-= Ghem --

. o
o ;,r'
T

There's no way to win this.

IP we don't check everybody, then
[ater they'll say we were negligent,
and keeping them in the dark. IF we 4o
check everybody, we make everyone
aware that it was serious enough

to require that.

That's the
problem. The
EG'J'M'LUHif-E heeds
me a lot.

* And I never <
like bo say, "sorry,
I'm not available,”

especially if it's
something where I'm
the only person
that can --

What do you
remember?

Close enough.

You were given a very
strong electric shock. stopped
your heart. Fortunately Ms.
gstarne had the presence of
Mind and the knowledge to
start it again.

You're Pine now. I only kept
Wou here overnight $o you could
get some sleep. she wanbted to sit
vigil, but I sent her home.

You pr'crbablﬂ want to

W check with her. And with Min,
' Who's looking inbo What happened
to your door. Your clobhes are over
there. I have to get back to
the patch work.

¥ You know, there are much
easier ways of getting a good

night's sleep.

You said

" yesterday this

Was purely

Yes. There's a tiny
hardware.

/" piece of soPtware For
bhe clock, though. Seldom
changes, just like the
hardware.

It didn't oecur
to me o mention it
becauvse no one shouvidbe
able to alter it unless they
have special access and
tools. But I didn't
realize ...

lusana, none of the
. Prames on Coldpoint have
Pirewalling on the input ports?
They didn't send you a
packet about that?

: Newer Prames have it. |
I didn't apply it retroactively. ™
There was no one here but me
capable of exploiting the
volnerability. And it would ha*.re
required patiching more than a
thovsand people.

Never mind that.
£an you Pix it%
~  Yes, easily. I can
revert her clock driver. Don't
heed to know what: changed; just
restore it bo what it's
supposed to be.

No, this is
wrecked Por good, and
I don't know how we'll

recovep -

o

Wenay.

s When did you
o (35t get sleep?
L Like, a Pull
mmmm Night's sleep?

’. d i 4""
Una.
Last night they Pound
Silgret ... the night:

bePore that they
Pound Zodia ...

S T R

e

You need to get
some rest. And a shower.

And a change of clothes. |
You'll Peel better. Let

Medical handle this. ’

c G

C'mon.
T'll tuck wou in.

By the
wal, once you
get dressed and
together, there's
someone waiting
to see You out
here.




"‘,r"_ -‘-‘1‘-"1.

-/ Cusi, between ™\

Those robots who ' . ( uvs:Ialready "1
~— = T\ N, ; | walk around saying - " ‘\ suspected they

Hi, M. B I'mtire. U S | o 1\ "death to humans"? . =) Were humans. /

Barlowe! %[ How long have you : ' . ; ||y -, o - Y

Are you OK? 4 been waiting here? / LN A L & H}’ouﬂdld L )
Dr. Quincy said > _ They're not ey ! How r:we_

robots! A lot of little things

They're humans! J that didn't make sense. Like

Not; long! 7y . el ,
I was looking Por you \ i et '- they ot ol ok what You pointed out, about

Pirst thing this morning, 3 ; <
and Min said yoo were [ % | e . and not Pood.
here. When I got here, Dr. \ Y e T : hr:—
A Quincy said it was time ™ . " And they don't ID. Now, Por
Woke up anyway. : J 7 And how do wou : “humans that's pretty common -- we can't
iy ' come by bhis bR g#t‘- a lot of them to wear their IPs. But the rcl:rob
4 . information? A : IPs are built into their Prames and can't be )
Yeah, she's ; - . disabled. They'd have to punch a hole in it,
all heart.. : : = = - or rip it out.

r

Iwant you o L
; e o - ; keep this a secret Por &
I looked For wou ™ et : = . -7 : how, OKZ Don't tell %
Westerday but I 5 g = & : _ anybody.
: I O . -.,_;I- o L 7 - e =
covldn't; Pind Yov. I Pollowed them in & s i ~
" the air tunnel things. - B o Now that we know
They couldn't see me. \ / Thg rgcmcc:;ugg hba?:ﬁeihﬁfﬁh t-‘\ they're humans, I have to
When they got to a saPe ﬁ_ifh part of bhe complex are three Pigure out why they're truing to
place they took oPP & . meters up. Did Wou have a scare other humans, and I think
their helmets. | \ radder in yoor back that'll be easier if we don't let _«
/ pochet? < - on We know.

‘-‘-"‘Eq;.._ [ o ;
"“-.,.""n.\‘__,_ :i.l P )
- ) ... And, Cusi, I need you

HAAM. 7 There's all kinds oP 5 i <
: to sbay out of the air system.
something stoPP t.a grab onko! In ) . TS not thab T bhink i6's

importantz complex A anyway. It's a

- . : dangerous ... but iP You did get
iy L 3 e Rur in there, it covld take U5 4
samebkhmg yr g . days to even Find you. -

-H-‘\"""‘-—-—._______._.---""'f

_—

—~
-

" Becavse you

- wﬂren't born / That might: not be \

Excuse me, ™ uﬂsberdag | too practical. It )

( ma'am, but are you ) < \ could be anybadg. - 48

duthorized to be - A e
doin gl that? / My doors don't e 7 Mo, it

MalPunction like that. And N /_ couldn't. K@
even iP they did, it'd be a hell of a ) That's what I'm |

malPunction that ran a lethal sauing. It could
only be a very

small number of
\,_Somebodies. &

volbage in @ system that only ever
o Lses the volbages needed Por
I ) skin-contack sensors,

Good to see Zr |
To put that in 9 N L/
technical terms, one is’ ) i
~ big and the other is - : nldons 8
- teensy b ¥/ careifit's
tharkiion, N ensy. ‘ . prastigar- I gah'b :
; A ' . ¢are if wou Pire
I do like hnﬂwmg _ . 2 o i

chipper. /

Wou hice and
the jargon. Your ass. 4

Seriously, thovgh ™%
... they had to divert @ ¢
W lighting circuit, they had to do
it in @ way that didn't meit the
door lock, and they had to have
special tools just bo open the /
accesspanels bodoit. £
This wasn't casval. _# &
lI|

- -~

1
- ~d g/ \ 4 Well, I have to go
[ And it wasn't rigged to shock ™ " £ | " yell at Safety, 59 at
Bl someone who buzzed Por entry. It \ least you'll get: some
S Was rigged to shock someone trying S & o . W ehtertainment.
| bo nloci the door. Which means &8 - <
-y { oniy Wou. et A
Why do T think |3 you and only yoo. g | 5
Wou're going tio tell me : e ) I am on you like b o You'll have to wait until
bhis wasn't a o /4 P glveuntilwe catch S | I shower, though.
MagncLioey A\ whoeven did this. ARRESC iy

A SHOWER, SNACK, AND CHANGE OF CLOTHES LATER, AND THE EXPEDITIONARY FORCE WAS LINDERWAY.

Relax.
Please.

edical ,
b}-:gyi:raibggg ?cr ; The situation that

Fadily 4 aPPected bhose robots \
upﬂaﬂgf h[':"lhgiris was specific and peculiar. |
this? is this about We don't think it's
those two robotis “ somebhing that afPects all g
collapsing? the robots, or even 4
- many of them.

... and the
thing is, despite
everwthing, I'm not:
sure Parsons would do
that. But Adare I'm less
sore of, and I don't

knoW hoW Much of - o . T . .
b g e Buk we want to take
SaPety is her. | e i | i precautions to make sure
of that, and take ﬁ[.:'.easurﬁ
e : = | B o against it.. Think of it like a
Jou know, it S o r!b 1 mgftf disease. Most of you don't have
really strange when ' & i get all of LS¥ Are it. MoSE of oL WOR'S get it
You wear heels. T — T "G;HMEE?H’ Al but we want o vaccinate
' ' 1 [ L e going Wou just in case. See? 4
That's why I'm
wearing them. I'm - £a B ‘
hoping it's L SpRREK . : " Ok but what iP this
intimidating. | IR 4 means that ... iP this could
\ A e, happen, what if something
- else...1...

It seems very unlikely.
You're not susceptible to much.
This situation was vnuspal.
_ . : L And iP something eise unusual
Ms. Bariowe! -- SR comes along ... we'll Pind a
Ms. Barlowe: oul \ ; g solution Por it.

A See, that's the :
problem! Because of this, You've got robots
now the trost is gone. e running haywire and
: tossing humans into walls,
and now we hear that
you're bringing them all in
Por a recall?

What aren't you telling
pa? What's going to go
wrong nextZ Are they going te
have a glitch one day and
decide to kill us all?

—
e o

Bub sur*ergl' ' | __ il

they don't = 1 g I don't think

realistically Lo y, N\ that's even
Ghink -- _ o, remotiely likely.

Look, I'm sorry, T don't mean to be
hostile, but we're scared/Don't you
get thatZ We ¢an't go on with our
lives worried that the robots will
do something horrible te vs at
any moment!

Then I s0ggest not |

They don't worrying about it.

realistically think, Min.
Period. A whole lob of the
| robot:s here have never J
considered it at all. They 65*:1.}.':;' Bub -~
\ nothing can ever hurt Ghem,/ | ~"No, I'm serious. I've given N

and while that's ﬂfﬁﬂﬁ_ﬂﬂh ' you all the assurance I've got. I
i6's nob—~ | don't think that's likely, and I'll do my
f Hey! VEMOSE Lo make sure it stays unlikely.
Ms. Bariowe: That should be enough. IF it's not This whole Pucking place is
enough, I'm sorry, I don't have CcOMiNg apart at the seams.
anything else. ol

-"-'-‘-




Look at the Pacts!/Two

cases of robobs going berserk,

and suddenly they are alf

called in Por mainbenance. |

Do you think that can ‘
possibly be coincidence? Does it
Fill you with conPidence about
their ability to keep the robob
population well-contirolled?

-

i
A 3

You're not going to
get that Prom the
operations manager! sShe
won't erack down on them!
She's become part of the
problem!

PARSONS!

I still have nothing
to say to wou.

That's too bad.
Becauvse I've got things to
say to you, and I'm going to

want a reply.

IF YOU THINK IT WAS MEAN OF ME TO
DELIBERATELY STARTLE HER LIKE THAT,
YOU OBVIOUSLY HAVEN'T BEEN AROCLIND

ENOUGH TO KNOW WHAT A HORRIELE

FPERSON SHE IS.

BESIPES, INTIMICATION IS PRETTY
MUCH THE ONLY THING THAT BGETS HER
TO STOFP BEING HORRIBLE FOR A WHILE.

IT NEVER LASTS, THOLIGH.

” Ml right.
Maube Hou
wouldn't.

You, personally. I'm
N Willing to believe you
S\ may still have a line or
s two You won't
cross, Maybe.

Bot anybody with a
working brain can see Adare
i pawing Por all this, and it
looks like she's in control of
the message too.

Doesn't look like she's
letiting Wou drive much,
Claire. Or is that deliberate?
Are you keeping well clear
because Wou know how muoch 4
people hate you?

What iP she's behind the
Copperplates and the haywire?
Without bothering to tell Wou
what she's vp to?

What will happen the ™
next time? And the

hext? How many humans, &8

will get: hurt?

You're not
going to bust
her ass?

Not: Ghe ass we're
here to bust.

This is why the SaPety party
exists! Coldpoint needs to be under
new leadership! Kuman leadership
that will act Pirst and Poremost on
behalf of humans/

And you!
What's with the Pace?

Who are you,
anyway?

I'm Sile Perlit.

I was just
surprised to see You
here again. Don't Wou

ever go home?

Parsons Porces me to
spend more time around her
than I'd like. Keeping her under
control is practically a
Pull-time job.

One day I'm going to
¥ runout of patience and
o throw her oPP Coldpoint. When
| that happens, I might not be
lenient: witih her known
associates. keep that in
_ Mind, won't ouF

o —
=

p
= L il' . j.‘. o

e 5
AT |
¥ _1-},{?3# 3
.-'-"" '}reahl “\\ -
soMeone might
come along and do
L\ exactly what I'm £
' doing.

&

|

Her time will come.
I don't want her
getbing in the way of
the conversation I
came to have.

——m

You can't come in and
threaten me and my staff -- J

~ parsons, I
don't know how many
S times I've said this o you, Y.

| but

know it.

The

Copperplates, "

i 2 -
\.\ * g
". 1 .
L]

Parsons,

The "death to humans”

| people. They've been pretty \Es

Y

Y

| good Por SaPety, haven't they?
X I'm sure they've been
convincing a lot of humans
\ o lisben to the garbage
. Adare's spouting out

in the hall.

What do you think

would happen iP I told
everyone in Coldpoint that
SaPety was responsible Por the
Copperplates andPor the

robots going hawwire?

P -

Look, Jeel say
some things I ...

... well, never
mind.

g

/

#

Cvenif she'dbe

willing to do something

that dirty, she wouldn't
becavse it's too much of a
risk! 1P we got cavght. |

behind it ...

. 9
S i
™ 'l“-
.

P And I don't think you
even have any ided of the 8
risk. This isn't just about '{
Safety. The Copperplates are |8
criminal mischief at best, and the |

robot sabotage has killed a
robot and @ human. Somecne 4

—

No.

Not: possible.

&:Sx'} T

i5 going to pay.

i
" o4

.

... I swear we ""“)

A didn't doit.

£

A

i

4 . %

It's very clear
that the robot
population of
Coldpoint cannot be
allowed to be in any
kind of position of
power. They simply
¢cannot be
trusted!

—

.

)

Not: only that,, but it's
clear that their behavior
~ restrictions don't go nearly Par
= enough! They shovldn't be permitted
ko even think about harming humans!
They shouldn't be allowed to do
anything to humans! They should
barely even be permitted to
talk to humans!

S

M

X

And iP we're lucky, she's
koo busy ranting to notice
LS sneaking in.

_‘__________.—|

I'll say it again: When I
threaten you, wou'll

L

¥z

Whatzz
But you --
that's not like wou,
Wou wouldn't just
outright lie to get
—__ What --

Who saus I'd be
[Wing? What if I think
that's the trobh? You
have to admit there's

a strong case ...

-

%

Ne/ T
I do not admit that. We'd .
never do anuthing like that. I
know Wou probably think we
would, but it isn't Erve’

O¥K, I believe Wou.
On a tentative basis.
Pending Purther
informabion.

Parsons, I know you
won't take my advice, but
Wou get it anyway: watch

out Por Adare.

I still don't think your "pelitical
party" has much of a point, but I don't
have a problem with it. I do have a
problem with incitement to
Violence.

Adare is coming
very close to that line,
and I have a Peeling she's
going to cross it.
IP she does, she'll bake Wou
down with her.
And I hope you won't
expect me to cry.




.l

Well, in good
conscience, I

! Let's see ...

" the two cases of

{ Let's get out'
oF here.

~I
oy

We need you with us
Lo make the case For
change!We can't make

I want: you to notice
that I waited until you
were well away.
®
i

ISAPORA BERASS, COLPPOINT'S

ONLY ROVING REPORTER. MOSTLY B
TOLERABLE. HAS NEVER BEEN SEEN

WEARING ANY OTHER OUTFIT.

... 1 suppose I I

|
|
|
I

robot malPunction are
isolated, and I'm sure
Wou've already spoken to
Medical about it IP not, you '8
should. But be nice, they're
busy right now.

The Copperplates -- that is,
the "death to humans" people |

-- are onder investigation. §N

Their behavior is intolerable,
since it incibes violence. |
When I catich them there

will be repercussions.

can’s.

Thew have a right to

do what they're doing,
as long as they're not
encouraging violence ...

Well, thank
Wou, that's all
vseful ... but ...
that's not what I
L wanted to ask S
Wou about. &

I want to know

Coldpoint a better place
without human solidarity’ &
We need your help! /8

-

e e 2
SAFETY HAD A LARGE
OFFICE == OK, A
CONVERTED PRIVATE

this is @ very
strange

appreciate that.

Though I
imagine you want |
a return on your S8

courtesy. i

B Whether you're going
to shut down SaPety
and Vigil.

I realize you may not: have

or spreading lies ...

I think safety is
Fearmongering, and that's
on the record ... but they're
not actually fying, at least
not at the moment.

As Por Vigil ...

... actually, I really
should go try again to
have a talk with Vigil.

I'll keep Wou
inPormed, Ms. Brass.

approach.
LOUNGE SPACE, BUT :

much of a budget, but surely wou
STILL, IT WAS A Ble

could have come vp With a better

SPACE AND IT WAS OFF
A MAJOR CORRIPOR IN
COMPLEX A THAT 60T
CONSTANT FOOT
TRAFFIC.

VIGIL HAD A TINY BOOTH
IN THE INFO CORRIDCR,
WHICH WAS STAFFED BY
ONE M-FRAME WHO
WAS HAFPY TO ANSWER
QUESTIONS, BUT NO
MORE THAN THAT. NO,
THEY HAD NO IPEA
WHEN TRYLER WOULD
NEXT BE GIVING ANY
KIND OF
FPRESENTATION, OR
WHERE IT WOLLD BE.

WHEN PRESSED, THEY
SUBBESTED LOOKING
FOR TRYLER IN A
LOCATION WAY DOWN IN
THE GRIMIER PARTS OF
COMPLEX A, THAT WERE
ONCE USED FOR
INDUSTRY OR
WAREHOLISING. SINCE
MOST OF THAT HAP
BEEN MOVED OUT TO
COMFPLEX C NOW, A LOT
OF THIS SPACE WAS
EMPTY. WE TEND TO
PUT RESIPENCES IN THE
LIPPER AREAS, SO IT
WASN'T CLEAR YET
WHAT WE WOLLD DO

headquarters than this.

Yes,
I['ve thought
that For a
while.

Not that it's
going to come up,
but don't mention
the Copperplates

at all, Ow?

I'm not
mentioning

anything.
You're doing the
talking. I'm just
the bodyguard.

WITH IT.

You know, iP Wou think
SaPety is setibing vp to inPluence
Wou, You're a lot dumber than I thought.
Parsons gave up on getbing wour ear a
long time ago, and Adare is a
bomb-thrower.

What makes you think

What are that's what this is Por?

Hou doing
here?

IP not, then
what is it Por?
Iecan't
take a hint.

They don't: think Wou're
ever going to come around to
their position. When they get

enough people, they're going to

That's Por try to depose You.

sure. I thought
it was pretiy
clear I didn't
want to
engage.

It's hard For me
to tell, since, iF I'm
honest, it doesn't ook
like you're doing much
of anything.

Ly  thew'll come
¢8l aPter the robots.
Who can't Pight
back.

Now that
strikes me as
odd, I have bo sau.
You're trving to put
together a bloc to
influence my actions,
and wet you don't
want to have a
conversation
with me?

I know Beth had to
pick someone else to
Pront because she's toxic,
but I'm curiovs why she
picked you. What did she
think you oPPered? What
was the appeal?

Which is one of several reasons I'm
surprised you're not out at all hours
shouting counterprogramming in the
corridors. stationing people to yell back
when Adare goes on one of her rants.

Maube she just
thought I was the best
person Por the job.

Just because you don't

, For the record, I don't bhink
see any of it -/

there's going to be a war. I'll do
MY ubmost to prevent it, and my
uEmost is pretty good.

Those people
aren't our auvdience.
We'll never convince
them, no matter how

much we vell back.

You live in @ damned
bubble!/The only time Wou
ever come Pind out what: the
robobs think is when
A somebody gets #n’fegi
get anywhere tirying to :

sell the humans. They're a
loat cavse. We have to
appeal to the robots. Geb
them ready.

Corvince them
that there's @ war
coming. Try to Pind a way
to resist When it does,
Pespite the Pucking
mental block.

"
It's true I can't balk ™
to everybody. Which is '\
Why the political-party idea

And you don't want to
admit any of it, which is why
there hasn't been any point

talking to wou.

... JK, but are you
even doing that?

has a point.

It would be useful if, sav,
representatives of variovs [ f
Pactions came to telime 4 8 8
What was going on. 4§ S

‘?" _" A5 --
: But you're not
inberested in that, are
Wou? You want a Fight.

You've already jumped
straight there,

_ =\ | T A
a::'.‘.{‘. o 'ﬁL % o

And I want to
remind Wou that I don't
tolerate incitement to

Violence. From anybody.
Humans or robots. So be
very careful what you
sell people.




~ PR |
SHANE WELLS /S, AS FAR AS I KNOW, THE RICHEST
HUMAN IN COLDPPOINT. HE SEEMS UNINTERESTED IN
TRANSFERRING, AND HIS MOTIVATIONS, I'VE COME
TO REALIZE, ARE COMPLICATED.

J"."IIM’H Vg 2l “
- Mypleasure, sir. }

u-'
o
M

GIRA GESSIT IS A SEX WORKER
WHO SURVIVED A MURDER
ATTEMPT. AT THE TIME WELLS
WAS HER FRIMARY CLISTOMER;
- IN FACT, HE SAW HER i
.:l: EXCLUSIVELY, AND HAD GROWN f -
VERY ATTACHED TC HER. ;
APPARENTLY IT WAS MUTUAL. §
WORD WAS, ONCE GESSIT GOT
HER REFLACEMENT FRAME,
B SHE GAVE UP HER JOE, AND
L WAS NOW LIVING WITH WELLS.

... bUEG the
thing is, I don't
| believe her. It just
doesn't make
sense.

i

/7 Ldidn't N\
[ expect you )
o s e 25

' rr:mg asl bhauqhb m

[ would. And as I was }
coming back I passed

'~-.~ by that safety ,.-*'
M place. 4

Shane, have you ™~

heard what that

Adare woman is
saying?

'_"_'::_:. =%,
-‘-“‘-"‘-n.‘ i
%ﬂ She doesn't wank
& rights!

She wants us to have |
, More restirickions! /

She doesn’'t want
vs to be able to do
anuthing!

It's pot OK/

robots to have any

——

",

HMM ... ot SUPprising, ‘—-._—_—:_‘
thovgh. I know what Adare's “-'%a:-i,
aPter. I've known about her m‘eaﬁ } )

For quite a8 while.

I don't think it' H ga

anywhere, Gira. |
Wendl_q Barlowe won't w
tolerate her Por moch
longer, and that'llbe /

the end of aPety. /

Ok, but ... bhe ™~
thing is, I don't think
she takes them
seriously. Or she Peels
like she can't clamp down
on them until they go too
Far. Which might be
too [ate!

they're doing a

lot of damage | Q
now/! -
.
T

Is there
— | danything you can
\,do about itZ

i,

e,

.-"I

e TESRSRSY -

Hang on a sec.

We're going to
have to Pigure it out,
though, becavse I don't think
whatever it: is ¢an be good, and
we've got enough tirouble
as is.

Never mind whether I
approve of what she says
she's doing -- that doesn't

matter, becavse as Paras I
can tell, she's not actually ]
doing that! We may need to Pind
somebody we can trust to
watch her, Min ...

She's not doing anything, and
normally I'd be "OK, great, no
trouble there," but I think she is up
to something and I just can't

Pigure out what it is yet.

Hey, come on!
Wake vp!!

You have to wake
up, you're --

Wendy Y, we 're busy.
Pidn't you see the

queve out bhere? I know, I know. But I

Lhink it's important, and I
won't keep Wou long.

And you don't '
remember
anything?

Zileh.
[ heard a noise
behind vs and doubled

back to check, and the
next thing I knew Wendy
was waking me up and

bhere was a broken

air heater all over

the Bloor,

O, Wes, there
6.8 wWay you can
trigger sleep almost
instantly. It's a

 transmission, actvally. 50

they could have stayed A58 ')
out of sight. LX) -
-..:_‘,\h -

It's useful in
” soMe circumsbances,

Which is Why we keep it --

but it's also a vulnerability,
obviously, so we keep it
a secret.

Only a handPul of
people knwrf about it, all
robotis, and I can't imagine
any of them telling a / Tgig:fg;i;?;’re

human. I hate telling .

A T ,
‘ You. \ independently ...

It would take
a genivs.
Bub 'th not a QS
genivs? We're already T
there. IP the person can B :
Pigure out how to make
your glocks go hagwire,
b then they could Figure
this out.
And anyway, who saus
it's @ human? We know
robob-on-robot violence is
possible. We've seen it.

It would explain the
Liming problem.

-,

We discussed it and
we don't see how anvone
could do that driver
alberation in less than
twenty minutes

Why would someone hold
still Por that? And that was
not a transmission. They had to
, connect somebhing to one of
. the robot's input ports.

There You go!
That's why they were all
SeX Workers. Someone
posed as a customer,
f » knocked them out ...
y

=y
... installed the S
hack, and the victim

would just think she'd Pallen
asleep aPter the sex and

didn't remember it Por some

reason. Wouldn't even show
as lost time in the logs.

o

Which means it

almost certainly was

d human, given the

= It also means
bhab human is probably
the same one who rigged
\ Your door and was tirying
xh a second time.

-'_‘—|—-.—-—-—""'

T

(.. assumption. )f WEH watch your
> \  back, all right:?

clientele.




OK, 50 hoW We have a
s0lid working theory. We just
don't khow whe it is Wet.

I guess
she's decided
she likes Wou.

You don't have to
like someone to not
want them dead.

4o how do
we Pind our

I don't know.,
Which is why we're going
to go take care of the
Copperplates Pirst. I do
know how to do that.

Ch, Wou do.
ok, T'll bite.
This should be good.

Well, Birst we're
going to get some help.
Which means we'll need

to Bind it.

SEVERAL HOURS LATER.

Let's have a chat.

HUMANS!!

YOU WILL NOT BE
ALLOWED TO
C.ONTINUE MUCH
LONGEE. THE TIME
IS COMING.

THEM OR THEY
WEREN'T acTuaALLY
CHASING US ...

DPON'T WAIT TO
FIND OUT!

AT LEAST ONE OF

THESE ROOMS UP
HERE SsHOULD BE
ACCESSIBLE ...

We probabiy
shawld do it
before
LoMOrrow's run,
Ghovgh ...

Worry
About bhat
bomarrew,

Will Bl ?

I SAIP THAT BECAUSE BETH VIGILANCE HAS NO FIXED
ABODE AND NO PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT. SOMETIMES
I'VE SFENT HOURS TRYING TO- Ffﬁwiﬁ . THIS TIME

A i 4

=i
T T

SO THAT'S WHY ...
THAT'S —-
IT'S AN OUTRAGE!

IT ONLY TOOK ABOUT FIFTEER

YOU KNOW, ANY DAY l‘
WHEN YOU COME
LOOKING FOE ME 1=
NOT A GOOD DAY.

Hey there.

-

Any day when I have
ko come looking Por you
isn't a good day.

IF YOU'RE HERE
TO TEY TC FORCE WAl
ME TO DISBaAND
Vil ...

I'm not trying to
take down Yigil. Nob unless
Vigil does something that

¢rosses a line, and they
. haven't. Yet.

HUH. SO ‘
WHAT Do You
WANTE

I'M sUre You've seen
the Copperplates. The
robots walking around
saying "death to humans" SRR
and other classic hits.

NEITHER VIGIL
NOR VIGILANCE CLAN
Has ANYTHING TO DO

No, I didn't think so.

Did You know they're humans? |

In robot costumes.

AW, SHIT,
ASAINF

Yes, that's
what I thought: you'd
say. Not doing wour
position any Pavors,
are they?

I'm sure plenty of
people assume thel're
yours, but you wouldn't go that
Par. You just want humans to
transfer and not linger around.
You've never wished any of
bhem dead.

y =

THEY NEED TO
BE STOPFPED.

Though now I
bet some people
Lhink Wou do, thanks
to them.

Funny you
shovld say that.
I'm going to bust them,
and I'm going to do it
tonight.

But I need some help
on the ground -- 5iX or eight &
people, say -- and I thought, 8
Lhder the circomstances, that you 1 L
Might be willing Por Yigilance
clan to provide it.

DAMN IT!
THEY MUST BE
TRYING TO TRAFP Us!

WE DON'T WANT THEM

RUN!! 4 GETTING ANYWHERE

Ok, TUEN AROUND!
FAST!
I KNOW wHaAT TO Do.

WATER TREATMENT,
LOOCKS LIKE. DON'T
WaASTE TIME

WE MaY HaAVE To
CALL A HALT TO
THIS WHOLE
THING. BARLOWE |
IS CLEARLY ON
OUR ASSES.

GAWKING. GET OUT
OF THAT &TUFF.

IF THEY ARE
COMING, WE
WANT TO LOOK
LIKE NORMAL
HUMANS WHEN
THEY &ET HERE.

I BET THERE'S ENOUGH
ROOM TO HIPE THE
CUTFITS IN SOME CF
THESE FaN CABINETS ...
WE CaAaN COME BaACK FOR
THEM LATER.

-,

You were right: -- they
never looked up at the
catwalks, and if they had,
\ bhose lights would have kept
them Prom seeing me.

I dlready ¢
sent Wou the |
images.

d S0 WE .
HEEDED THEM
INTO THIS ROOM
JUeT &0 BRASS
COULD TaAKE
FICTURES OF

I THOUGHT You
WEEE &GOING TO BUST
THEM. wHAT was THE
FOINT OF THIST wWHY
CIDPN'T WE GRAEB THEM

WHILE WE HaD
THEM?

We have a
contract,
though ...

SURE, BUT WHAT &Oo0o0D
i 1S THE CONTRALCT IF
WE HAVE TO CUT ALl
OUR RBUNS SHORET
BECAUSE SHE ALWAYS
INTERRUFPTS Us?

Good point.
We'll have to
bring it vp.

But not right
now. It's not saPe
to tonight.

We don't know if
those three are the
only ones.,

We don't
know if thew're
working Por
somebody. We don't
know a lot of
things.

I want to take
them apart
completely, and Brass'
images enable me to
do that.

BUT THEY DON'T. YoOu
KNOW THEIR FACES, BUT
NOT THEIR IDENTITIES.

wWHAT ARE YOU &OING TO DO,
ASK EVERYONE IN COLDFPOINT
IF THEY RECOGNIZE THESE
PEOFLE?

I don't have to ask
everyone. I only have to
ask one person. And I'll do
that in the morning.




/. IstillbhinkI N\ —
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| should have been | o .- Mill Chalk? 1 B I...1don't know
"\ withyov. J/ Ihadeight Mswith \ ___— ' ! what you're ...
| b o me. And a person ]_ ~~ Besides, I wanted you t.o

T\ [\ recording everything. ~” have the night oPP with Stej. I

\_have a Peeling today's going to I assume

. beexhavsting. £ & ah:i uqi:::glur ﬂﬁﬂr{m
away every time
oL See me.

.".
B L

Come on, Mr.
Chalk. The only
reason You and

Wour Priends

destroyed a bed in
here is because
it's a place you

. had access to.

.
i

";‘Iﬂl L)

3k _, Evena
l; 4 clever b

eight-year-old
could wonder why
| You hadn't wrecked

We have the :
costume You were N some Pood plants 4

wearing last night,
and a recording of =
Wou removing it.

There aren't all
that many humans
working in agriculture,
We'd probably have
Found Wou anyway.

)

Cil identiPied woor
picture immediately.

Look, we were just

having a little Pun ... 7 Youwere N
inciting viclence,

and you've made a
big mess, It'll take
Monbhs bo undo the
damage Wou did. And That's right.
I don't mean the | Too stupid to talk. Too dumb to
vandalism. Tell me how be able to do anything except

stupid Wou are. what you're told. :
Tell me you're @

dumb little robot.,
say it.

goyoure N
going to kick me
ovt nowZ 40

Not necessarily.
I'm prepared to give
Wou amnesty, on two

conditions:

First, that wou
never do it again, or
anything like it.

Second, that you tell |
me everything. And I
mean everything.

@0 on, play with ~
yourselP. What's the point in
having both if you can't §
vse them bobh at once? £

... OK, stop.
I need it in You now.

MMMhhhRY

——

I Porget
you're not: a
cuddier.,

i T '._",-...'.; - _-_'...-"'_.‘11'- i
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T e, TR L P2 L AT Y

1 L n L, T
&4 =
L .1
I3 -




['ve seen ones -
like better.

Do wou need a little
longer? I hate to interfere

We could do
with people's private time.

somebhing else,
though.

You could probably
stand to get well and
truly railed. Do wou

Then oo s0Me good.

shovldn't have
come in.

What do You think
of this one?

—

S

(_ Now, hold on -- )

We rovnded vp all
your robot cosplavers
earlier today.

First ?
thing they told
Vs Was that you \
hired them. People |
tend to be pretty
honest When they |
need to save |/
their own
asses.

What do you :
think? I had it
custom-made,

Wou khow.
that. We have to -

have a tarh.___ﬁf____..r—

-."'-_'

/" There's still

hothing Por us to
s talk abouk.

=

Hell of &
weapon, huh?

/7 What'sso ™
I'M not sure : hard to believe )
what the point _ Al (P aboubib? Pon't do that/
was, though. b 1

e

I don't think
Wou're nearly
stopid enough to
tihink they could
passibly help

Vigil's cavse.

Did wou intend to - . ! -
eventually expose them -- - : _S— "
without warning them, of ‘
course -- 50 people would

\, @ssume they were a Palse

Iy
I mean, you've done . ]
\ Plag by SaPety®

nothing to actually
advance Vigil, and

~ meanwhile safety is out
“‘*7, . trashing you every

chance they get.
| [ Ch, well, see, then

r
il
7

[ Or...were you
[ actually helping
SaPety?

7

What excuses have
Wou been giving Beth For
your complete lack of
activity?

A

You're just making

we need to come to an

arrangement. “ﬁ /
7 (
Y

"

A words. You don't have
: a thing.

How about this: You
quit pelitics Por good --
resign Prom Vigil -- and tell
me everything ...

7 You're | g
, Maybe s0 ...
‘ {k_‘ gaios oL In that case, Wou won't care
whether I go to Beth and tell

...and I don't tell Beth
her my theories about wou. ‘

what I think you've really
been vp to.

I WASN'T CONSULTED ON
THAT ARRANGEMENT.

Beth, listen --

HEEE'S MY FROFOSAL: '\
TELL HER EVEEYTHING, AND
TELL HER THE TREUTH ...

e AND THEN MAYEBE 1
WON'T TEAR YOUR LIMES
OFF BEFOEE I THREOW YOU
QUT OF VIGIL.

THINK. FAST.

K
oK.
Don't hurt me!

I'moon in
twenty and I
haven't dressed or
done my makeuvp. I
don't have time

Por you.

She's told me all
about how you paid her,
knowing that she was
Beth's leading candidate
. Lo Pront Vigil ...

... 50 that once she
got there, she covld make
Vigil as vseless as possible,
[eaving SaPety with no real
opposition.

I don't care

e 4 | " & | A - . whebher You have time

\ : B — = ek ' EW ﬁ.]':-e or not. IF you

: ' prefer, I ¢an shoot Wou, and
gjﬁiﬂﬁgriﬁb Lﬁ? ), Min can help me drag you

,‘ oPP and we can balk
p “ W trying to kill vou.

; ._._._._.:h_ ..-
= F. !

"I was oub bhere bo

< 8he also said that the
' Copperplates were your idea
and your money, and that wou
hired them throvgh her to
hide the trail.

sure. I have &
Pew names to call
Wou, too.

- Bethwasn't o
7 trying Go kill wou. That
was clear. Now, whether
she wanted to kill
fryler ...

B, —————

e=aa

i |l

W Yeah.I mentionedto "
her 1ast night that Tryler
wasn't doing moch Por Vigil. I
guess she connected some
dotis on her own.

Exine Tryler has
resigned Prom Yigil. I've
just Pinished a long chat

with her.

Kind of
surprised it book
her that long,
actually.

I know politics can be
sleazy, Adare ... but I'm
hot happy with You.




3 You don't need me tio
Jeel! make you look like a Pool,
This is not Claire.
dcceptable!

It isn't how we

do things! We're
supposed to ... We : -

can't do that, we -
' ' : - have to look better . Unlike you, I don't have a kink Por
one [c:;-‘g;jgﬁ 1wa;rﬁﬁpﬁ'ui - b Ghan thab ... N losing all the time. IP I buy in, then I'm
children who Falls over : ' \\ going to win. Whatever I need to do. You
themselves trying to make : 4 : _ R think there are ethics here?

~ . = ?ﬂa—

amends when MoMmy saus _
Ok & 16y - P \nd, Claire, this sto :
e ‘ i . pped being
BaAppamhac. My oFPicial Hours as soon as Wou took MY mohey
stance on this is i il and put me out in Pront. Maybe wou
You're Pull of shit. Exine SO S ¥ didn't get that.
would sas agg.fﬂﬁfngta 1
discredit Safety, and, ~ T - , ;
at this point, s0 ] 7 We'revnder b In Pact, I_t'-hmhrq we're
would you. ( scruting, always! past the point where you
_ We have to be have anything vsePul to
That's the line "‘~..h aboveboard ... contribute.
I'm going to take, and e - .
MY audience will buy ik, i ,
and wou're not going to \ _. W I'm going bo go get: dressed,
be able to do a thing j ' ! . N and then I'm going to go out and
| — speak. I want you out of my HE@

about it. . ; - .
I told Barlowe ' before I come back in.

westerday that wou we:;e too
e smart: and too aware of the

And iP You try 6o expel g risks to do something like this,
Mme or silence me, I'll make and Row You're Making me
sUre everyone khows how look like a Pooll
MoMMY behaves when she = '
encounters someone who J

Won't kiss her ass. 4

——

It covldn't have been you. It
required special knowledge. And it: covldn't
_have been Adare, same reason. Though she
b could have hired someone.

"1“_-‘-“-‘-

It's hard Pinding A% #:::g-f —
dood help. : - ' _— AndiP someone already
* : ~~ onColdpoint had malice and knew
7/ how, why wait until now? No, it has to be a
Pairly recent: arrival. Medical thinks it might
have gestated Por several months. Add on
- . : some bime to get set up and all ... 50,
P o % ' : ' — somecne who got here about six
J Rubibin why - A Y T months ago. i
L don't you. A : “ﬂ; = |

A human, one who's not g

: interested in transPerring,
obviously ... Who hates robots ... you
.. : see why I wonder if they'd
sorry. I do bhink you @ 4 ' “— ! . D natorally drift toward You ...
=700 'I',: 1

meant it when wou told me <3k = .
Adare wouldn't do that kind of : . T
thing. Now we both know better. J | i . o A 1 -
The diPPerence is, I already . : eilad fff \ : ' —s -.
... What does that

suspected. :
You know Por a _ é b
: Pact that it was Pace mean?

atill sticking to wour sabotage and not a _ -
answer that whoever (‘I‘" malrunction? > . .'
hacked those robots to J
overclock covldn't hgve- b - i
Come oVt 0P here? g ST 4o And there's other U
! inPormation that saus it :

was almost certainly done . ==
by @ human. i g I

F H““u
- _.____________._,_,_.---;;:"" . f g H"“-\.:"‘E;_‘
[ Well, it wasn't me . - ¥ - \’—\
B = y . Uh ...

= el I'm nob sure bhis is ... ,}

o

o

-~

.

R
... Where'd he go?

He went out the
back. Just now.

Periit ¥

vy

That's about N

When he got here ... 1k
he came to me Birst LA AT
thing, the day he | e
"

arrived ...

He's, ah ... .

I know he's much, Uh, Further on some S

things than I am ... he's dropped hints ) I
somebimes ... but I didn't think he
was like that ... A

SILE PEBLIT'S ABEIVAL WAS SEEN IN "FRAMED FORB DEATH." HE WAS SEEN DOING SCMETHING T& ONIKA IN "THE BED DEATH."
5 IF YOU'VE BEEN BEADING THESE STORIES IN £BDER, THEN YouU KNEW THE CULFPEIT LONG BEFOEE WENDY DID. -T

SAFETY H@ LED INTO THE CROSSBAR. THIS /S THE

ORIGINAL TUNNEL WE DLUG FROM COMFLEX A TO THE

SITE OF THE FUTURE COMFLEX B, YEARS AGO. AT ONE

TIME WE THOUGHT ABOUT USING IT FOR A SLIDEWALK, \
BUT THE COMPLEXES AREN'T THAT FAR APART.

THE "BACK POOR" (ACTUALLY A MAINTENANCE HATCH> OF \

THE ADVANTAGE FOR LS WAS THAT THE CROSSBAR IS
COMPLETELY STRAIGHT, AND FPERLIT WAS LINLIKELY TO

fﬂﬁ%ﬁ ﬁﬁr}_ ANY OTHER HATCHES OR POORS E
: IP he beats vs iRE
' . to complex B, weiges
we'll lose him.
FE 3

! \
{

. E—

- -’ \

| I " sl

You run @ lot Paster than me.

Haol! I'll try to catich up.




-~ oh.
You're OK, ) | D
) Heard you el ¥ 7 That's not
a duct. We're '\
right next to the |
commons. That {
goesout boa
Jlfjge f:,\:'q&..

[ What, did he
B crawl in there? 4
= * e

! % YN
¥ Where's it go? Can

A we beat him to bhe |
. obher end of it? 4

o

T|.

E_

-~

Ll .
- i —

¥ We can do better %

Bl than that. He just | . s -ﬁ|
B oockeaop. NG D> 1t's only
__ : got two ways "
out, this vent and &
another one down the | ‘
hall. I'll run 6o that. &
We'll both go inand &
¢atch him in the
. Middle. _

I'VE EXPLAINED IT
BEFORE, BUT JUST IN

—— o I |

HEN WE BUILT '  : ledge," she

OMFPLEX B, WE - F 5ays.
AN ENCR. P e

WE COVERED THE PIT

WITH A TRANSPARENT

DOME, AND DLIG THE

COMPLEX INTO THE

'SIDES OF THE PIT,

P

e -

[ ¥ -
ALMOST THE ONLY - | 2 ghe's
PLACE IN COLDPOINT | - . : [ right, bhough |
YOL CAN SEE THE - | & - ¢ .there's
N '- | | - -" " ' y howhere Por
THERE'S A LOT. OF - W s - | py G0 go.
HOLISING ON THE o B 2Ry L | : :
SIDES OF THE xl o R i

COMMONSS -~

PEOPLE LIKE THE

VIEW == BUTWTHERE'S

ALSO A LOT OF PP

AND DLCTS AND

INFRASTRLICTURE. Doesn’t mention

Fl it's maybe two Peet
* 7 Wide bePore it slopes *
- —£ ofP bo death, hasno A
S railing, and is blocked §
8l by an overhang ...

- A ", 1 : r -gﬂl
L - | S g = H = '_"‘ 1-"'
BOTTOM IS . | [Rriece o hes
THIRTY-EIVE METERS. 4" ~ =
ONCE I WAS NEARLY - .. _ LEERE
KILLED THAT WAY. | _ : . y [ -

Bobot-kissing bibch!

\ Filbhy traitorous --
\ -= don't You know it's a war?

/ Come on!
You don't have
anywhere Wou ¢an go.
, Jou might as well
S come out and -- 4 :
A -~ §343338!

We can't aPPord to - HE DIDN'T SCREAM AS HE FELL.
have people like You around! : A 7 .
You'll just keep letbing them

Make more!

aet ofP me, asshole!

gh‘im
3 uaab HE DIDN'T MAKE ANY
e P | SOUND AT ALL.

+
L

e LR
e P =,

They all have to be destroyed’
And you're standing in the way/

WER THE RAILING.
T CARE WHETHER I DID.




IT TAKES A LONG

Nl 1,
WASN'T LNTIL THESE EVENTS, Ooh. That %GUHdE like I'M
MUCH LATER THAT ANOTHER THING B about to get scolded by daddy

WE 60T A HAPPENED THAT Por doing something bad.
RESPONSE TO OUR I DIDN'T FIND only Por y

INGQLIRIES. PERLIT OUT ABOUT _ social events.
DIPN'T SEEM TO LUNTIL MUCH And this is not -
BE AFFILIATED WITH LATER. one of those By  You khow, I 3
ﬁg*;v ﬁgiugégggﬁ _ i ; _ o o ?ﬂﬁfﬂ’ be your PIabher.
' : 'm older than I look,

?;Efﬁégiﬁ_ﬁgf 5’4“; g and you ... I have to
FOLR ROBOTS IN : : remind myselP that
MERIDIAN, THE 4 H'ﬂ'ujrg actually quite
LARGEST CITY IN ' - young.
OLIR REGION OF : 7

g 2 You Might
OLR NEW ARRIVALS . - as well vse your age

COME FROM. ; | B and naivete as an excuse
OLIR SOLIRCE ON = - ... becavse obherwise I'd
MERIDIAN | I heard your . have to assume You were
SUSPECTED THAT i conversation with Laressa @& merely a horrible
THERE MIGHT HAVE Shilo at that party last year. person.

BEEN MOEE THAT You want to devalue robots. Geb

COLLDN'T BE the humans thinking of them as

LINKED TO HIM. IT ; g
SEEMED LIKE HE i : \ lessers. Take away bheir rights.

BEALLY HAD BEEN b, _ Then you Pigure they'll be
PETERMINED TO : ) . exploitable. A new
PESTROY EVERY ' y Unhderclass.

ROBOT HE COULD. . . /

IT WAS FROBAELY _— .

ALSO LIKELY THAT : Has it; occurred to

HE'D FLED TO e !
COLDPOINT TO s : You that [[J L:Ie'JU do that,
AVOID THE LAW. A no one will want to be

robots? gure they will. They

want the health -- the
éﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁg N perfect bodies. They
I didn't think 2 - want the longevity
s Sl Wou ever left But it's all . = =g
LEARNED ALL THIS. - . % right, becavse I

our home.
d y intend to Pzeep it ! Well, the price wou
very brief. d pay Por that is Wou have

to serve the humans.
Too bad.

: . IP you try it,
s Sunob Hare 5o I'l ... Tl spread the
it S word that you're 3 jaudl
Plawed reasoning. I have Where's the Plaw? nobiat, loven
better things to do with Do you want paradise Por humans or '
MY Gime. 5 paradise Por robots?
_¥nu ¢an't have both.

Ijust tolduouI'm
hot going there, _
IP You Were merely Wrong, we = And what will that
covld all ignere wou. But right now L accomplish?
Wou're actively doing damage.
You're tearing Coldpoint to
pieces.

It will stop. Now.

Immediately.
: Many people
already know. Most
people won't: care.

You're going to disband that
&aPety operation, today, and
wou're going to keep your views ko ~
yourself. You don't get a platPorm. IP \,mf bi”;%g;ﬁ; g;hi

Wou want to spout garbage to ok .
someone at a party, Pine, but no ~ are '-‘-'Figf‘;h g:_a Ghink

Mmore poisoning the public.
IP I set out bo ruin you, I | ‘ ’
can do it, and you know it. IP ya-u“\_ﬂ__
want to keep being wealthy -- and I |
think you do -- then you're going to
cooperate. Obherwise Wour business ‘i;g* zﬂ“eﬁ"ﬂj i
interests everywhere in the galaxy F.A0 WitnyaU

will be bust within a year. Al of it. 1_ their company.
I'll scorch earth. '

‘-‘H

_—

(L0

),
L
i

1
b
— ! [l
- L]
e &
¥
F]

e L
I appreciate you o Pl SRR Actually, Parsons, @i

both coming. Especially TAKE LONG? I ' Wou're jumping straight to
since I know you can't HAVE 2 MY topic, though You don't i
stand being in the same . SOMEWHERE / ; g realize it. 43
room togebher. : e entl s I | o B = You know, it book
; 4 4 3 me the longest time to
redlize how much you two have in
common. fou don't like anything. You
don't have anyone You consider
Priends. You don't believe in
entertainment, in art, in sex ... any
of the things the rest of would
53y are what makes liPe
interesting.

I doubt that.

Wou both throw
Yourselves so hard into |
politics becauvse Wou don't
b have anything else. 48

: ! l i N Mutheaﬂ_q is that
E |

IPI have to | . - My problem is that
attend this . F you're constantly making
command el ' this place worse Por
performance, . i everyone in it.

50 do You. ' g

Look at Ghis last mess. You
were both desperate to Pind someone
Mmore appealing than You to Pront your

parties, and in your haste You both
Mmade very poor choices.

In the process, you did
/  damage to the climate around
here that'll take years to repair.
People who never had any kind of
complaint against one another are
h  now at each others' throats,

thanks to You.

As Parsons
said, you're in this I assume you
togetiher. With the both like Coldpoint %
rest of vs, and want it to THEU'IEE :%E
P MULTIFL
5”':;;’:;,,?; LEEL:‘ gt;huau ‘ DEFINITIONS OF

alwaus leave. SRETER:

-

AL i o
. "
*

Believe it or not, I
don't think that me being in
vhilateral control is the best
thing For If:.‘mdpoint. At the very
: 1d 1 [east, I should have others
t.mithac;PUuﬂwg%ha | There advising and assisting with
room togethen Por @ certainly are. And y those decisions.
month, and make wou we have to Pind one \—
each other's - ; o ff;iﬁﬁﬁ 0
don't think wou'd JeTl : .
problem. kot plet oo B people here. But bePore we can get
pansons can't dent Wou, Beth there, I've got to do somebhing I
Y and yov have a block against o abo0b Yoo tiwo.
hurting her -- but apart Prom The majority, Beth.
that, I have no idea how it'd come
out. Maube it'd make Wou both
better. Maybe it'd make
Wou both worse.,

r Hg-
S "
aometimes T #“;

S0 Lhis is me
telling you:
Torn it down.

But one wau or another, Find a waw to modulate, or I'm

I need the two of you to geb going to Pind a way wou won't
your act together, becavse like nearly as moch.
I'M tired of you ‘
destabilizing the place. That's all.

swwEww



