Now I'll show

Wou to your
temporary
quarters,

You can sign up Por
permanent housing as soon as
you like, but iF wou're going to

transPer invmediabel, ou Mmaw
want to waib ...

You say that
every time.

Bl& BUNCH. YOU GRIPE ABOUT

IT EVERY TIME.

: You know why I don't.

And the second this I just undressed in Pront
week. I heard they had You know, iP this happens one oF both of you and you
three ships last week. more time, we're gafnq out with a crane didn't even notice.

The Plood is really on. and havling it: in, and we're going to take the

thing completely apart. I want it sofved. I'm WE NOTICED.
not interested in pubbing on a damned et o
coldsuit every two days. ’

TRANSRER, YOU
Let's not: bell them how -
Mmuch of our equipment is Palling %?%gﬁ% r~::Er-EuT
apart. They might turn around o -
and leave again. '

—

o "

s ANYWAY, THIS SEEMS "\
ABOUT NORMAL ... WHICH
MEANS WE CaN RULE oUT )

THE FAILURES BEING

Y
LA WEATHER-RELATED. o

— e,

i,

/" T'dalready ™\

i,

(' pretty much ruled )
that out. They're |
Duilt to handle it ',--""'

o~ _._,_-—-—_—|—|_._|__|_“_ J =
o T i -

'.li'

/" Theytell me they ™\
/ decided to locate on this
[ plateau becavse the ring of
MmoLntains keeps the bad
weather oub.
I""a i
NI don't bhink it worked. ./
o e

Y
o 8 \

r

/ OM. X
Once more with Peeling. "~)

500 meters,

'-—-._._|_|_‘_‘_
. MAim Por the antenna. ./ —=
.“\“H‘H > \
e
\

e,

i -“H‘-. = T
(’ That was Por ) i 7 BURE IT DID. JUeT ™

me, Bis. IMAGINE HOW MUCH
; , WORSE [T |& BEYOND
‘. THE MOUNTAINS. _/

R s o gt

HEY, WHAT'S >
THAT UP ]\
AHEAD?

y

ol T

7 - 1
e B _. "'-._._.___‘_‘_‘-‘1'"‘1- " Ir -|r. I

- ",

{ JusT SOME : : val I don't think I
\ ) ; on't thir
 BXPOSRR ICE- . " know him. Or iP I do,

e,
—

=4 That's not ice. ‘@ ( he's not recognizable K
“‘?l_[‘/ _ | like this. You? ’

L AR ‘
o y/

5

i R
' = e £ \, . Ll
Y 7 ot — U4
_ N o FROZEN SOLID. ’ NO.
(&2t I ' ey | =
- - L~ "“'--...,______-_____._'_:_:_,_.—-‘"l
"* - ; = \_ HERE? m‘\ -
' ‘ A ' biced. ) '
P o TOEEN , < I guess we
! /earry him in. I'm
( hot sUre Where to |

o bring him.
. Medicalz

J'f“-"-

-

/_ Me neither. \
| There's something )
about the shape ... /

M,
i 2 ~
T, -
M,
'|-_|_ _'_-l"f

e
STORY ANDP MASES BY TRILBY




S BTN F | T :
| GNE NICE THING ABOUT THE FACT THAT /T TAKES 50 LONG TO TRAVEL HERE IS THAT IT ! /"'__\
DOES GIVE US LOTS OF LEAD TIME. WE'D r:rGTTEN THE WORD QLT ABOLIT OLR PLANS TO 4orry 6o
e INCREASE CAPACITY NEARLY TWO YEARS AGC -- WELL BEFORE THAT CAPACITY HAD ' disturb Uou When
L ACTUALLY INCREASED. NOW THE FEOFLE TO FIlL THAT CAPACITY WERE FINALLY ARRIVING. ( e 4 ~ Actvally, I'm S

~

& WE WERE READY FOR THEM, AT LEAST IN TERMS OF FACILITIES. \ 16'S S0 busy ... fverﬁ nearly idle at
- WHETHER WE WERE PSYCHOLOGICALLY READY REMAINED TO BE SEEN. - . tha MoMant. THe ”)

Yy Y . - . interviews are under
- : ' control, and we're not
; ' : ' backlogged on 4

_“-H isolations.

7 In a couple 0P ™\

days Irene and I ‘~
will both have bo do
| nothing but build

‘ Prames nonstop Por - No, he Proze to
Weeks, 50 you | death, and your only
should get me /I Mmystery is how and
p WhifE You can. / why he was oub

‘ - ' there.
/ "You're here i:-a 3

ZUSY~@, WHO HANDLES ALL THE TRANSFERS AND RUNS MEDICAL, ISN'T LISUALLY SOMEONE TO TWWIST Ve \ 5¢€ the body? , ]
AVOID THE FACTS, BUT SHE FEELS VERY PROPRIETARY ABOLT HER JOB. IT TOOK IRENE DAY'S BEEN WORKING N
ARRIVAL TO CONVINCE HER THERE WAS NO WAY MEDICAL WAS GOING TO BE ABLE TO KEEP ouT; ZUS v-aﬁ| —

s

—

FLUNCTIONING WITHOUT HIRING AND TRAINING A LOT MORE FEOFLE. WAS IN A <" 1P wou bhink
SLRFRISINGLY 5

IRENE NOT ONLY INSISTED ON A ROLND-THE-CLOCK MEDICAL STAFF, BUT POINTED OUT THAT 800D MOOD. e s gy But I'd like You bo
ZUSY-@ COULDN'T KEEP DOING ALL THE INTAKE INTERVIEWS FOR TRANSFERS HERSELF, THAT IN : - 4 have a look anyway.
FACT SHE SHOLILDN'T BE DOING ANY OF THEM; SHE'D BE NEEDED FLILL-TIME TO ACTUALLY DO THE evidence of ... There's an iss0e Wikh

TRANSFERS, SOMETHING ONLY SHE AND IRENE ARE CAPABLE OF. O R identitication

AMAZINGLY, ZUSY=Q LISTENED ... THOUGH SHE DID INSIST THAT THE INTERVIEWERS ALL BE None.
ROBOTS. SHE SAID IT WAS IMPORTANT AT THAT STAGE FOR THE INTERVIEWEE TO BE TALKING TO
SOMEONE WHO HAD ALREAPY TRANSFERRED.

He looks maore, Lh, .
normal than [ expected. . PR
Except Por all the black - 5
patches ... > Theydon't all —~
o~ knhow each other.
There's another set of
people who have surface
access that the
Mmaintenance crews have

, rlg to do with. A\ R
7 Two

minutes.
Awazing.

We have a Few
%/ people who drive ot to
” check and maintain the
sentinel stations. That's almost : i A o
all they do. The maintenance K. | B\ AN T’:{”'—“jﬂ M”':hi _
erews know they exist -- they RS 4 | ._ - . ere dre only 'y
share the truck pool -- buk ) i Four drivers right

M@y never have seen any now and two of _
of them. are M's. £

" Could wou hold his hair

out of his Pace so I can " .
. 2 happen if you ever lose
= gen-g clace nage: | Ms. Bantam and her

> That s necrosis. Dead tissve. IP < mental encyclopedia of

" he'd Pr-ﬂﬁ'—:erl all at once and quickly he'd _. Paces.

look perfectly preserved, but he didn't. _ i . <
_ His hands and Peet: are Worst because \ B A, S
. bhey were exposed extremities. In he €, bu

T worry what will

Based on his Ny § Wes, I don't like to
condition I'd say he was s think about that.
Mobile Por an unexpected(y - :
Th ¢ problem is, only a long time, eibher wandering

1 , ,
il Pew people can open the Main ARadRdy :E;E,wg haimd : I wonder
[ surPace doors, and they all know : \ : Ecrﬂetnqhe-i i G[crm._':l
| each other on sight. The surPace > realizes just how Much
. beam who brought him in say ' z she keeps this place /
he's not: any of theirs. N _ PURRINgG. _

*

7 sorryabout N : e N i R e Fe S bR A s
. Prom my boss. 5 . . i Tk oS IR S b r present under that
- . IR : | e ARSI name ..

~ 80, What ¢an I do Por =
" Wou, Ms. Zigler? You may wanb’}L'-_
Lo wait to locate a Jﬂ'b or
. permanent housing --

7 Ican't recall
that it's ever

4 happened. No one

gl makes the trip out

o here just to look |
For someone. 4

>‘= -nﬁ%f .

,'?-"“’/ And becavse of
' that, we don't have ;

3 any established policy.
7 They told me Yo were the ( . :
{ peraon to come to iP I needed to What iP they don't

. v IPib turns out she
Pind someone. They said Wou had i | ) V2Nt o be ‘j””? doear’s Wank o be

7" No, T know. I ..
haven't thought about
. any of that yet.

b _ records of everybody. - Pound .. II promise you, i \
' whatever I decide to do,
won't bobher her again
after that.

and then I can P:gure oLt
o what o do. What's her
name? 4

;-.-*."-” You mean you're . g “H——~
brying to Pind someone == -” Elizabeth Cornish.  Oh, goodness.
E 0\ who's already here? e o e :

L8y T -
¥k | ==
ey | - =

Deril Hinch?

He's dead,
isn't he?
Tell me! ... fes,
I'm sorry you
have to Find out
this way.

IT DEPRESSES ME THAT

ALMOST EVERYONE IN
COLDPOINT WHO KNOWS WHO . ,
I AM TENDS TO ASSUME MY . I'm also sorry I have
PRESENCE MEANS BAD NEWS. Lo ask You some questions

£ . about ib. And tell you some
/T DEPRESSES ME BECALISE . things wou probably won't

THEY'RE 50 OFTEN RIGHT. like hearing.

It's about: ' J
LY Simon, isn't it? 5wﬂ“;;*befr:rggiﬁ?;%mg i) He was Pound on the
everyone I could think oP! No el surface, wearing just the
What's one has any idea what's A liner of his coldsuit.

happened? Do Wou _happened to him/
know where he is? . .

16 he dead? IP he's decided to leave me, 400 meters Prom the
Pine, that's his business ... but I door. He'd probably been
need to know! wandering around Por a While
Well, I -- bePore he covldn't

; . anymore. The two of Wou went on 3
8% iﬂg Incide, run two daus ago. Did
A anything happen on that ;OU
want to tell me about:?




= He didn't go
“ on that run. I called
Sind Deepstone -- From
the obher crew -- Lo
: come sub in.

Simon said he was
sick. I Pigured he must have
redily been sick, becavse it'd
take an awPul lot to get him
Lo Mmiss a run --

Hey, sloaP! Get
yoor ass up! We've got: a run in

two hours and I want a
reglbreaklast!

¥ Botb nob sick
| encugh to go to
O Medical?

7 Well, see ...

SiMOH ... ... Simon

was kind of M'n'c gain.
hard to get sind.
... Simon wouldn's explain.
have gone to medical even
\ i he was bleeding out on
the Ploor.

Seriously.
Unless I dragged him.
, He'd have died in bed Pirst.

=

it's really hard being in a
relationship with somebody
Who hates everybody.

Deril, I Peel like reheated
shit. I don't have the energy to go
out and sit in a truck Por twelve
hours. I don't even want to Mmove. My
stomach's a mess and I think I'm
running a Pever.

Not when you're
the only person I
don't hate. ... it'"d be
iMpossible
without that.
Then maube go
see a doctor? Just
a thought. Crazy
talk, I know.

I'd ask about one
Por the road, but my
Momma always said if
Wou were too sick to go
to school, Wou were
too sick to play.

You shovid know.

I'm not interested in going to
get a cup of cofPee With other
people. What in hell makes you think

I'm gonna go be in 3 room with
somebody who just wants to
Make My day even worse?

She was
probably right.

I don't need a doctor. "
I just need sleep.

Go on, call Sind. Go get your

But ask me
breakfast. I'll be Fine.

again when you
get back.

7T went on the ron,
{ and when I got back,

You're thinking
0 he wasn't here.

suicide* ¥

i
F By 7 I'm looking Por any
o | possible explanations, That |

That would have
been weird even if he wasn't
sick, because simon didn't go
anywhere. We did a run every couple
of days, and he had some monitoring to
do on the other days ... and that was it.
Except Por those things, he didn't leave
these rooms, He lived on coPPee and
nutribars becavse he hated going to
the dining halls to eat. Might
actually have to talk to
another human, see.

I really am
sorry, Mr. Hinch.

Bub bhe bhing i -
: No/ &' mon.
not many people could &
open that door. IP he didn't He was sick. Maybe he
ride oub With You, that

... I loved that
asshole an awkul lot,
Ms, Barlowe.

Morning, and that's the day it
happened ... then he went up
to the surface and let
himself ovt. Wearing just
his coldsuib liner.

—
Which he knew

perfectly well wasn't
enough to keep him
dlive Por long. ,/

MIN 5COTT, MY DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING, FREGQUENT CONFICANT, AND OCCASIONAL BOLYGLUARD.

‘"\-\\

g |

That's a very
exact number! Um ... bwo
surPace repair teams of
three people, two driver
erews of two ... Who are

_ the obher three?

The door logs whenit's
Lsed, but not who. There are only
thirteen people who can open it, so
we've never needed to care.

You, Me,
L and Furst.

Ch, %
Should have
guessed.

.| e i

Someone went
ovt at six that morning.
That would have been Deril
and &ind. It takes about
twelve hours to do a round
trip, and they'd want to
start early.

Then someone went out
at ten ... and someone came back
in 8 bit aPter eighteen. That's the
right time Por Deril and Sind to be
coming back. Whoever went out at
ten, nobhing matches -- they

And there's
never came back in.

ho obher activity until
this morning, where we have
the repair team going out,
coming back in almost
immediately with Simon, and
then going back out to do the
job. Which they're still
out doing.

20 Ghat exit at
ten has to have been
Simon going out to
Preeze to death.

IF wou
believe that's
what
happened.

You don't.

... I've got

__ problems with it.

You'd have to be
pretty damned
deliriovs. You'd have to
be hallucinatory.

It's cold out there, <0
More likely he'd step out, O
N come bo his senses realPast,
& and turn right: around and
go back in.

And simon's been doing this
Por years. He was the Pirst
person in the job. He could put on 8
coldsuit in his sleep. I think he'd stop
to put one on just Prom muscle
memory even iP he was
completely out of his mind.

was sicker than he let on.
Maube his Pever got worse
and he was deliriovs.
Maybe he didn't know
what he was doing.

He wasn't a
sQicide kind of
person! Iju::-:-t don't :

Ghink. he'd - And, anyway, why?

IF he was super depressed or
whatever, I'd have known. He
wasn't. He didn't like being around
anybody else, but he was
perfectly happy.

— s
OK, but hypothermia ais
aPfects the brain. And he was N
barefoot, bare-handed, bare-headed
... Rothing but a bodysuit about as
protective as a set of
pajamas.

w=

It wouldn't have
been that Past, thovgh.
He'd have had plenty of time
to react. I have to think his
selP-preservation would
have kicked in.

... I'm Peeling like
Wou're not going to be
big on the svicide
theory either.

Yeah, no.
I just don't see it.
That's so not him.

Well, you don't
le@ve me many
options. Unless you
think Ghis was a
Murder, somehow.




Murder makes even =
less sense than the obher
ideas. And it would mean a list
of suspects I ¢an't bring
mysell to suspect.

Except Por
Wou and Furst, I
hired all these
people.

I know.,

And I don't
question your
judgement or your
objectivity ... but
people do
change.

I mean, it sounds like
Pollis had basically
become a recluse ...

=Y

Oh, he was always
like that. I knew that
about him when I hired him,
way back when we were
Pirst setbing up.

I couldn't tell
Wou one way or
another.

I medn, she probably is %

somewhere arouond here, but
she's always hard to Pind, and it's
hot: like she'd make an

__appearance Por one of vs.

You could ask one of her
people, but they're just as hard to
Pind as she is, and anyway they
probably wouldn't bell you.

i e n

But he covldn't be I

beat on the skills. The only
challenge was Pinding
someone he was willing to
work with.

When it turned out
he covld get along with Deril, I was
relieved. When they became even closer
than that, I was thrilled. I Pigured it would
help keep him together, As Par as I
know, it has.

3

Honestily, I don't know why Wou're h
even locking Por her. IP you do Pind her, she
probably won't be happy about ii:.

Bub I just ...

. You were Ll

sUpposed to read ib. 8
\ It was posted Por 4
. public comment.

assume Wou have
iss0es with ib?

THAT WOULD DEFEND
ON WHETHER YOUR

FOLICE FORCE |12 GOING
TO HAVE HUMANS ON IT.
b KNOWING YOU, T SUSFECT
'--—-J YOUR EEMARKS ABOUT

'REFRESENTATION' MEAN
YOU INTEND IT WILL.

EVEN PUTTING
ASIDE OUE UsUal
FOLICY
DPIFFERENCES ...
EVERYTHING THAT
1 HAPFENS IN THIS FLACE
THAT EEQUIEES FPOLICING
IN THE FIRST FPLACE
STEMS FRCM THE
HUMANS. THE HUMANS
4 ARE WHEEE alLL THE
FPOLICING |2
NEEDED.

: IF You
SIVE HUMANS
CONTROL OVER
THEIR ©OWN POLICING
THEN YOUR FPOLICE
FORCE WILL BE
USELESS FROM THE
START. AND WILL LIKELY
CORRODE QUICKLY
INTO YET ANOTHER
SOURCE OF
. ANTI-ROBOT
. SENTIMENT.

o

Sometimes 1
wonder iP you're
aware of the extent to
Which you are a vector
Por anti-robot
sentiments.

CertainlyifI =<
arrived here and S
immediately got hit in the
Pace with your attitude
about humans, it'd make me

pretty hostile. Might even

discourage me Prom

transPerring. You might be
working against your
OWR goals.

And you're not stupid or
haive, 30 when you say all the
trouble here comes Prom the
humans, I have to assume ywou're
4 just ignoring history on purpose.
y  SoMe Fairly recent. Some You
were directly involved in.

No one magically
_ becomes an angel just
e because their brain gets
put inko a Prame.

7 I assume

Wou're going to talk
L to sindZ Or do you
_ want me to?

Once I can get hold
oF them. They and their
crewmate have been
spending lobs of time
running people to and
Prom that new mine.
They're out today.

probably better do
it. But I promise bo
tell you iP I learn
anything.

BETH VIGILANCE
ANCHORS ONE END OF
. .| Fr PERSONAL

BERLINE OF &
POLITICAL FAIN. SHE
BELIEVES THAT THERE
SHOLULPN'T BE ANY
PERMANENT OR EVEN
SEMI-PERMANENT
L HUMAN POPULATION IN
W COLDPOINT == THAT
THEY'RE HERE TO

What's TRANSFER, AND IF
today's THEY PON'T BECOME
ROBOTS WITHIN A

CERTAIN TIME, THEY
SHOULD BE THROWN
ourT.

I PON'T COMPLETELY
DISAGREE WITH HER,
BUT THAT'S NOT 6000
ENOUGH, AND WE
LPON'T GET ALONG.

problem?

I READ YOUR
PROPOSAL. A

" YOU WANTED PUBLIC COMMENT.
I'VE &GIVEN YOU MINE.

I DIDN'T SaAY

YoU HaD To B
AGREE WITH IT. 48

_ 1 5 | |-
I'D BEEN PRIVEN TO THE PCOLICE i
PROPOSAL NOT S0 MLICH BY THE !
LUNFORTUNATE RISE IN VIOLENT =
DEATHS -- THERE WERE FEW
ENOLIGH OF THOSE THAT I COLILD
SHRUG IT OFF AS STATISTICALLY
OK ... BARELY. IT ONLY LOOKED
BAD |F YOU WERE WORKING
FROM THE ASSUMPTION/HOPE
THAT THERE WOLILD BE ZERO.
WHICH HAD ALWAYS BEEN
OFTIMISTIC.

THOLIGH BETH WOLILD SAY THAT | |
IE THIS PLACE WASN'T HALF
HUMANS, IT WOLILD BE ZERO.

ANYWAY, MY REAL WORRY WAS
THAT WE WERE IN THE BEGINNING
OF THE MOST RAFID GROWTH
WE'D EVER HAD. WE HAL FIVE
YEARS OF INITIAL EXCAVATION
AND BUILD WHERE THERE WERE
FEWER THAN A HUNDRED PEOFPLE
HERE. THEN FIFTEEN YEARS TO
GROW TO A BIT OVER THREE
THOUSAND. FROM THERE TO FIVE
THOUSAND WAS GOING TO TAKE
ABOUT FOLIR MONTHS.

CONDITIONS WERE GOING TO
CHANGE, AND I WAS CONCERNED
THAT THE SUPPEN INFLUX OF
PEQOPLE WASN'T BOING TO MAKE
THE POLITICS ANY CALMER. I
WAS CONVINCED SOME KIND OF
FPOLICING WAS NECESSARY .

THE PROBLEM WAS, NO ONE
LIKED THE IPEA. NOT EVEN ME.

Hey, Gloria. What's
vp?Z Thanks Por the ID

earlier ...
- 4/
Ch,
Wou're very
welcome ... S
Look, long shot, I / 7

know, but do wou
have any idea

where Beth could

be lurking right

bother. But let
Mme know if you

£ross her path
again tada;.
would you: Sure.
Is there a problem?
Anything I need to

HOW £

You called two
Minvtes too late! I
just ran inbo her ... I
¢an turn around and
chase her, but you
kHow how she s,
she's probably
vanished ...

No, don't

khow aboub?

... No, not @
problem ... I'll tell
You aboutk it in

person later.




TWO == NO, MAKE THAT THREE == MORE
PEOPLE I DIDN'T PARTICLILARLY WANT TC RUN Furst
INTO, THOLISBH EACH FOR DIFFERENT REASONS. Deepstone hasn' vet
said anything that even
comes dlose to justiPying
this policy. He just keeps
oPPering up pissball
excuses,

Well, you know we've
how had a statement on

There are a hundared
that Prom Excavation ...

jobs opening in that new
Mine, in a commonity that's
starved Porany kind of
employment
opportunity.

Robots and
humans both want jobs,
and we all know there aren't
enough of them, 5o how do You
justiPy a "robots only" policy?
What could possibly
I justiPy it?

Yes, and that
statement is
complete shit.

And what can you
possibly call this shit
policy except blatant

discrimination?

PLILLER CORL WASN'T NEW. TO
COLDPOINT. SHE'D BEEN HERE A
FEW YEARS, AND AS FAR AS I
KNEW HADN‘T EVER DONE OR
SAID ANYTHING ANYONE WOLILD

You ¢an quote TAKE NOTICE OF —— LINTIL A
Me on that. COLPLE OF MONTHS ABO, WHEN

SOMETHING IN HER APFPARENTLY
KE LIP AND BEGIN YELLING.

Ms. Barlowe!
What's the position of
the operations manager
on this issve?

It was a legibimate
question! Pecple want to
know wour position on this!
I know you have one ...

Probably see me in "
hell First ...

That Pucking N
camera had better
be off now.

It's ofp!
I sweanr!

None that's
saPe tio give on
bhe record.
The position of
the operations
manager is that this
isn't the time, place,

Any position I could
or mediom to

take on this is just going

discuss it.

20, really?
You're just _;gafng to
ambush me? You know

to give me more pain and
headaches. Even a "no
comment” isn't a safe

posibion. Then it seems
better than that!

like I'm dodging.
ISADORA BRASS,

COLLPOINT'S ONLY

-~ ROVING REPORTER.
Mf TOLERABLE
5:“:~‘~ ANE SOMETIMES
- USEFLL, BUT

- OCCASIONALLY NEEDS
, TO BE SLAPPED.

Well, uh ...
aren't you?
Kind oP?

I Mean, ou run
the place.

It wasn't an
Ch yeah? ambush

Where is7

Yeah. Would mwou
like to run it Por a
WhileZ See how it Feels to
not be able to take a step
without pissing
somebody oPP.

Why don't wou ask Arin-A Por
her positionZshe had a balcony
seab Por all that.. she'll give wou a
Whole spiel about how the robots
should have a lock on everything.
It'll make great viewing.

Do wou Ghink
she's gnf.:ten a lob
nastier lately?

ARIN-A IS5 OUR
LOCAL AGITATOR
ABGAINST
EXPLOITATION OR
ABUSE OF ROBOT
LABOR. SHE'S
GOT VALID
POINTS BUT IS A
PAIN IN THE ASS.

Yeah. I'm not
sUre what
that's about.

Hey, hang on
there! [ just wanted
to hear what Corl

had to 5ay.

> And anyway
Y Wou're wrong. I'm
working Por Pairness. 1
know Wou LhinkI'M
super-pro-robot but,
Y'know, ou've never
bothered to ask.

Corl has a point.
It's not a Pair policy.

All rights, I
apologize.
At least you're
consistent,

Maybe I'll make
Hou have the Pight
with Furst.

No, we've =,

got to have
someone there!
It's one of our
best chances to

get their

attention! What £

about Tam? AN

{f What do yov want?

Tam's damg
the dining halls.
You said that

Was u.npar'bant

It is . -
! can't 5pare hmn

Prom there. But we

don't have --
CLAIRE PARSONS /S TH,

OTHER ENDP OF MY
ANNOYANCE

NUMBERLINE. STARTED
OFF FROM "YOU DON'T
HAVE TO TRANSFER IF
YOU DON'T WANT" AND
HAS DRIFTED TO
GENUINE ROBOT-HATER.
IF I HAD TO PICK, I'D
SAY I DISLIKE PARSONS
MORE THAN BETH, BUT
IT'D BE A CLOSE CALL.

-

You're going
to have to do the
concourse, Ziz. L don't 0
trust any of these
short-timers to do
it: Might.

But you

B | wanted me in |

e [ bhe booth ..
3 1™

I'lido the bﬂ-ﬂﬁh!x“
As soon as I can.
" It's not as important as
working the concourse.
These people don't even
\ know the info corridor

i
i

N, existsyet. Lo

p

Don't let her
push Yoo around.

ZIZ FLYN. ONE OF
FARSONS" ONLY
LUNSHAKEABLE LOYALISTS.
NEVER BEEN ABLE TO
FIGURE OUT WHETHER
THAT MAKES HER REALLY
HORRIBLE OR REALLY
DPELUDED. NEVER CARED
ENCLIGH TO FIND OUT.




responsible Por
everything that
happens here Wou
don't like.

No, only about i
halPofit. P

Nobody heard ™\
boo Prom Corl Por
three wears. Then , . :
suddenly she's a 4 —

Mmajor pain. & , . x/

|
w 4 N pr= : = Maybe wou should put "‘HH
or Parsons. = - | - ide in i \
CE:':I% g]::::- Eﬁgﬁgh — Maybe she'd be - 5upp&lieglgtf !:.:'g1 ﬁgggﬂkﬁ; I:nd look
people to spread the less of a pain if you E at what 75 happening. Coldpoint; is

Kgaﬁpel to the hew iﬁwggﬂfﬁfﬂﬁgg ' __halP human. That's hot going to 4
T i jobs policy is onbair to Not while you change soon.
(}'eﬁ. I can see how huMans. - keep truing .. —

sympathetic you are. ~ ] .
What do you want? e B dié'é%infé’ o
b - " 1t shouldn't be an h
- \/ issve because the humans everyone could sbddenly agree
] ¥ aren't sopposedto be with You, and You still wouldn't be
CLAJRE DOESN'T CLRSE, fi able to get this place all-robot: in less

1 q £ i
BUT SOMETIMES I CAN O\ staying human long enough than three wears. And that's

SEE HER TRYING TO . bo needjobs. 4 generous. You can't transPer

B » them that Past.
Hey, I'm sympathetic. I'm not o " Like Medical - we o
Shutting Yo down, a""*I _ \} shovldn't need to expand it, \_ -
becauvse the robots don't need it Yau have to work with what =
and the humans are 5UT-"'W‘5‘°¢1 ; ou've got now, and what you've

What did you do or say that lit § to be transPerring. got is humans who want in on a very

a Pire under Puller Corl? > S — f And yet here we are. ) small pool of jobs, and aren't

i 4 allowed near most of them.
3 :

W_'

i : = | You ¢an't both be
-J‘“a Jou-f)-explgls Ehak, IPI have to. h— ' right, but Wou sure as hell
: . IP wou're stupid enovgh = | ; can both be wrong, and I've
T to not: Pix it. : Y been trying to walk straight
: down the middle Por I don't
know how long and it never 4

You know, I read ... .‘.EEEM'.-} horgo-dny.=

Wour proposal.
You were
supposed to --

never mind. I don't know
‘ , why You'd bhink
You have something - huomans would accept a

ko aay about it? police Porce that has any
robots on it. You already let
the robots have everything,
and now you want to put
Us under their
thumbs?

Are you sure \
Wou read the same

oroposal I posted? I o e
There isn't a middle.

Everyone knows it but Wou.
il That's beneath You. | You Want this to stop, then |

"/_3 . B pick a side. I,..-«'

~  Nothing's beneath you.

know Wou can read.
ﬂUF‘E‘JH

. o y ~ Eithen do what Beth
This is about crime. This is about / wants and put in a

trying to keep people Prom killing \ [ transPer-or-leave time limit, or
. each other. . w accept that humans are a

permanent part of the place
gis and protect their rights.
fou know, I get really tired of 1 \“““‘“—————"”'f

BUb Wou won't becavse Wou

t_-qau telling me I give evgri_ﬁtrhm bo the : hggpﬂhapmg You can plpggp ”

\ robots Eﬂd_gEth telling me *Ql"h"E' everubody. You can't, and it just )
> everything bo the humans. , makes You look like a coward. £

wHAT ARE
YOU POING

Y fou're *.f:gulanf*e r‘raﬂ.
aren't wou? You've got ‘l' S

the colors ..

Finally!

]

& / (S T've been looking alf
I'm looking Por Beth . ‘ & over Por you! You don't stay %

Vigilance. It's important : \ anywhere and nobody will
Igrbhat I i:-aihrtapher*! — ' B | tell me a damned --

IN EARLY EVENING, SIND DEEPSTONE'S TRUCK CAME BACK FROM THE NEW

JUST ONE
MINE, BEARING A LOAD OF OTHER PEEPSTONES, MOSTLY COVERED IN DPIRT . MORE SECOND,

MS. BARLOWE, 1
NEED TO FINISH
FILING THI=

LOG. I wouldn't

joke about
= something

SOMETHING 1
bl like Ghat.

w'-‘ff ral; :ﬂau : ¥ 1guess Deril
15 =ind hasn't seen you
., r since the run two
¢ Zi | v | Inaway. . days ago, or he'd
SAME CLAN i p o ; Not: with you. ! L have told you ...
ABART IE T ENOW - I need to talk to : i
THEM FRETTY . . . Wou about
WELL. T FIGLIRED ] [
/T HAD TO BE
ONE OF THE TWC
CLEAN ONES,
THOLUGH.

OVER AT THE
CONSOLE.

SIMONP T O

HAVEN'T SEEN S
SIMON IN I DIDH'T Do A

HEY, SIND, MS. : RUN WITH DERIL.
BARLOWE WANTS TO T HE DIDN'T ASK, AND

TALK TO YOU. T WOULDN'T HAVE
BUT DERIL HAS. :

Al e BEEN AVAILABLE. I'VE

s BEEN RUNNING OUT TO
' THE MINE NEARLY

EVERY DAY. WE

I SEE THAT, &GRU. NEED A THIRD
TRUCK CREEW.

‘ Hwm. He said
YOU CAN GO ON. , 4imon was sick that
I'LL CLOSE UP. He's dead. Mmorning so he got you
to sub in.




OH, WELL ...

HE MIGHT HAVE
SAIDP THAT, YES.
WE'ERE NOT
SUPFOSED TO DEIVE
SOoOLOo. HE WOULDN'T
HaVE WANTED TO
CANCEL THE RUN
JUST BECAUSE HE
COULDPN'T GET
ME OE &REU.

WE COULD USE
AT LEAST ONE MCORE
TEAM, AND, WELL ... I
DON'T WANT TO SOUND
CALLOUS, BUT NOW
THAT —-

-- OH, IT'S NOT LIKE DERIL
WON'T TELL YOU ANYwaY. T
PIDN'T THINK SIMON AND DEERIL
SHOULD BE OUT THEEE. THAT'S A
JOB FOR AN M. WE DON'T NEED
COLDSUITS AND WE DON'T RUN THE
SAME EISkKS. WE WOULDN'T NEED
THE NO-SOLCING BULE IF ALl
THE PRIVERS WERE M'S.

AND FPART OF OUR
CURREENT FROBLEM IS THAT
SIMON AND DERIL FEEL -- FELT --
THAT THEIR JOB IS EXCLUSIVELY
SENTINEL RUNS. THEY ONLY &GO OUT
ON THOSE EVERY TWO OR THREEE
paYs., THEY COULD BE HELFING Us
WITH MINE EUNS THE OTHER
DaYs, BUT THEY WON'T.

YES, I KNOW ABOUT
COEL. PEEIL HAS BEEN
WORKING WITH HER LATELY, IN
SOME WAY. VOLUNTEERING ORE
SOMETHING, I DON'T KNOW. I
LEARNED THAT THE LAST TIME
WE HAD AN ARGUMENT
ABOUT THIS.

You Lold Deril you
didn't think he should
. be driving.
MANY TIMES.
WE GET ALONG

WELL EXCEPT ON
THAT TOFIC.

I can't imagine
why not.

MS. BARLOWE, I DIDN'T SAY
ANYTHING ABCUT FIRING THEM. YoU
USED THAT WORD, NOT ME.

I DON'T WANT THEM FIRED. THEY DO THEIR
JOBS WELL. BUT THINK OF HOW MUCH
BETTER THEY COULD DO THEM IF THEY
ACTUALLY HAD THE EIGHT BOPIES FOR

THEM. IF THEY'D TRANSFER, THEN
THEEE WOULDN'T BE ANY
ARSUMENTS.

AND HE
WOULDPN'T HAVE
BEEN ABLE TO &ET
ANYONE ELSE
BECAUSE --

I HAVEN'T
REaALLY HAD A
CHANCE.

-- Wou need more
drivers, Yes. I'll talk
to Min and Furst
about that.

Did you tell
Min your Peelings
on this¥

I HAVE SOME THECREIES,
BUT I'M NOT THE PERSON TO
ASK. TALK TO MaART JADEE. HE'S
BEEN CLOSE TO THEM A LONG
TIME. EVEN SIMON TOLERATED
HiM SOClALLY ONCE IN A
WHILE, I'M TOLD.

Why haven't they
transPerred? Do You
have any ideaZ

7 80 vou can

get it vp chrr* a )_H—‘H\\x

e

b

/ That's ... N
| not avery nice )
\ bhing 6063y ... ,

.,

S ri_,..--'"'

»

Aw, don't make that
Pace. I'm not mad about it.
It was Pun. I hope it was
Pun Por you too.

Besides, I think it ™3
improves our working

relationship.

gpeaking of
that, have Wou given any
more thought to My
proposal?

I DON'T KNOW THAT IT
WOULD MAKE ANY
DPIFFERENCE. MS. SCOTT
SEEMS TO THINK THOSE
TWO ARE SACEED ...

Simon was one of
Min's Pirst hires. We
needed someone to maintain
the sentinel stations almost
Prom day one. She wouldn't
have PFired him without a
much betiter reason.

And we have to be very
carePul. We've already got:
people like Puller Corl shouting
about employment Fairness.
She Might: even have a point.

Pollis seems to
really not have
done well with
other people.

HE WOoULD
BARELY EVER
SPEAK TO ME. EVEN IF
I SUBBED IN FOR DERIL
ON A RUN. HE'D ONLY &AY
THE MINIMUM HE HAD TO. I
THOUGHT HE WaS A
ROBOT-HATER FOR A
WHILE, UNTIL DERIL
EXPLAINED HE WAS
LIKE THAT WITH

EVERYONE. -
Everyone 4

except Deril. _

AND MART. POSSIBLY.
WHICH & EVEN MCOEE
INTERESTING BECAUSE I
THINK DEEIL was WITH
MART BEFOEE SIMON.

THOUGH I
DON'T THINK THAT
WOULD HAVE MATTERED,
BECAUSE IT WwOULD HAVE
SONE RIGHT OUT THE DOORE
AS SOON AS DEEIL AND
SIMON MET. THE TWO OF
THEM WERE COMPLETELY
DEVOTED TO EACH
OTHEE.

I CAN'T IMASINE
EITHEE OF THEM WITH
ANYBODY ELSE.

e

I'm just being honest.

Most of the gay men I've known
wouldn't go near pussy. They think
it'd bite their dick ofF or
something. I'm surprised you
asked me ...

Well ... /
since we're being ’
honest ...
I, Uh --

I know.
You're not really into it, but
your lover's dead and you
needed some support.

I've given it a lot of
thoughts ... and I still think
it's a really bad idea.

There's got to be
another way.

"

",

7 Thkeeptryingto
{ come vp with one, and I
haven't Pound any that
\ would accomplish what /

N,

. Nheeds to happen.

-
A

-",
", __'._-l"'
S -

o

Al
I | S
— ™

-~ -,

|-"f I'M PURRInG OUb }
\ 0P choices.




E!rLd'I ANI? TEEA c, MY SIENIF.I’CAN I QTHEE‘S HAD AEEMEEP A SPEEML
NIGHT AT THE RED X, THE CLLIB BYLA'S NOW PARTLY RUNNING. I DIDN'T
HAVE A.N' Y J’DEA WHA T THEY WEEE PLANNING UNTIL I SHOWED LP.

Thisis...abit Y
much, isn't it?

hoping wou'd pole
dance Por vs! A~

You do not
want me to try to
pole dance.

Well, we've all been so
Pr'antic with all the new arrivals ..

You're busy, everybody here at the X

baFE!y has a moment to breathe,

B, Treac's basically r'ur!mrlg call sigh 4

What do wou think?

I Pinally talked
her into it.

I really do
think that if you've
got hotswap,
should have a Full

tool chest.

Por Metiri ..

|:: Q'E'b bﬂget!her'; I bhﬂughtﬂ we should do

~ something a little special.
"'"""'---._.___‘___________________._.---"';-,.
~ Mso,Treac'sgota

( surprise she wanks to try
out. Show her, Treac. .«

- B,
7 It's so hard Por all three of vs ba>

I might need
practice with it,

i T Sl (i
e 173 ol
g Well, I'm not: saying I Ch, this is good. I mma
W7 don't appreciate the efPort. just Pall asleep ..

could use a night where everybhing is | :ﬂ:;. ,

pleasant and people don't stop me in SIS

the corridors to tell me how

wrong I am.

pes I Mean, We know the -

7 council thing will be rougher. The &
stakes are a lot higher. Everyone is 31'

b going to want to Make sure their AR

That sounds Irhe mtereﬁbﬁ are represented. #@3 (i

it's about the policing
proposal ...

Including soMe
interest groups You may
not even realize are

& mteresb groups u Het

7 Sex workenrs.
/I don't think our needs are
_ ddequately met by either the
— j pro-human or pra-rabcrb group=

.f""" Wik b \ Our position isn't exactly like ,

7 And what really gets me i5 that IP I'm |8 N eibher of theirs.
{ getting bhis redchion now, imagine what |
it's going to be like when I try to Ploat y
the advisory council idea. :

L

¥ Oh, Yoo don't br'uig-""":'.; :
Lhink it would come to |
bhat, doyov? £

P I wouldn't bet
,  dgainst it. .

Bot, Wou know,
that's going to develop into
a problem too. Someone's going
to come along and accuse
anybody who's close to me -- MY
Priends, my immediate staPP,
and so on -- of having
Lhdue inPluence.

But it doesn't
matter. I refuse to
compromise My life to

occomodate thak kndof 7 oy who aives ne
personal life. any of that kind of grief

"\ can go piss in a reclaim.

THE NEXT MORNING.

B Except that if I did, I'd be
stepping on somecne else's Peet. I'm not ™
a dictator. My directors should be allowed
the stability of khowing I won't just unde
their decisions at a whim.

40, is now the Lime
and the place?

I get: that wou
won't talk about any
of this with withesses
present. So does that
mean I can get some
traction in
private?

AS I'VE SAID BEFORE, I DON'T
LIKE BEING IN MY OFFICE. IT'S
LUSEFUL FOR CERTAIN KINPS OF
MEETINGS, BUT I TRY NOT TO BE
IN IT APART FROM THAT.

y IT'S ALSO A PLACE WHERE I CAN
| BE AMBUSHED BY PECOFLE I PON'T
WANT TO TALK TO.

I MEAN, I REALIZE THAT IT'S 6000
| TO HAVE SOME FPOINT OF PLUBLIC
AVAILABILITY ... BUT I WAS

WONPERING IF I SHOULD RETHINK

y MY NOT WANTING TO HAVE AN

|\ ASSISTANT, WHO COLLD TELL
PECOFLE LIKE CORL THAT I WASN'T

. THERE AND THAT I'D COME FIND

THEM LATER ON MY TERMS.

THAT WAS THE REAL ISSUE —-= THAT
I SHOULD BE THE ONE TO PICK
THE TIME AND PLACE. WHICH MAY

. NOT BE FAIR. BUT, HONESTLY, NO

. ONE SHOULD HA VE TO DEAL WITH

CLA/RE FARSONS OR PLLLER CORL
FIRST THING IN THE MORNING.

IF you don't %
like the jobs policy in
the mines, you need to
Or does it just b%ﬁ;ggﬁbh
Mean you won't
tolerate any
discussion of wour

2 You Ghink I havent?
policy, ever?

Furst won't budge! He won't
even listen to me!

You could Pix the
whole thing with a

word. A word. Then I have to

assume he Peels he has
good reason. Until
proven otherwise.




Proven otherwise? 8top right there.
How much Pucking proof do _
Wou need?

I can see I'm not going to
get anyt‘-rr;_iﬂg Prom you.
ine.

#
Furst only cares =
FUPSG oNiY cares = But sooner or later
/ about M's/ i | k ou're going to have to
He'll screw over everybody | __ © 0 - re‘uérize hg's ag problem and
— - do something about him.

else here as long as it works £ — e —
out in their Pavor! B\ . ;
P First, Culda was ﬁ
going after other
robots. Ones she Pelt
were traitorous. Yes, she
arranged the death of a
human, and I don't, excuse
that, but Por her that
Wwas just a means to
her real end.

Segcond, ik
When Furst A
realized an M was g
behind those crimes, he
just about I:-arpe hf;:he entire
community of M's apart
wﬁ;ﬁ;ﬁgfﬁ her H trying to Pind out who. He's
shit, and Pound @ way \ still got some M's who
bo murder a@ human, are mad at him
Furst covered it up, 0outlh.. o
because he didn't 7NY |
want to expose BTN

Unless ™
You're waiting
Por somecne else }
to do it Por you. |
Which might  /

happen.

. @et Your Pacts right.

L]

B * Or, if you ¢an't do that, then don't
7 shoot PP Wour mouth about
Ly something You obviously know
¥ nothing about.

THESE EVENTS ABE IN "FBAMED FoORBR DEATH."

7 The thing is, Ms. Zigler, I'm S
{ not sure how I can explain this
L WithoLt ruRRing into ... ah ... i6's §
N complicated, wou see ... £

EVEN THOUGH I'D WALK

INTO A RECLAIM BEFORE

I'C APMIT IT TO CORL,
SHE HAD A POINT.

TWICE PURING THE
CLLDA VIGILANCE
BUSINESS I'D
WONDPERED WHETHER
FLURST'S LOYALTIES TO
THE M'S, AND TO
DPEEPSTONE IN
PARTICLILAR ,
OLUTWEIGHED HIS
LOYALTIES TO
| COLDPOINT. AND TO ME.

IT WASN'T THAT I
THOUGHT I COULDPN'T
TRUST FLIRST == IF T

THOLUGHT THAT HE

WOLULDN'T BE A
DIRECTOR ANYMORE --
BUT IT DID STRIKE ME
THAT HE COLLD HAVE,
LET'S S5AY,
FPROTECTIONIST
IMPLLSES.

FLURST WASN'T IN HIS
OFFICE, WHICH WASN'T
REALLY A SLIRPRISE -~

HE STAYED PUT EVEN
LESS THAN I DID. THE

@QUESTION WAS
WHETHER HE WAS OUT
AT THE NEW MINE
TOPAY.

GLORIA WOLILD KNOW.

-- oh, I'm sorry.
I'll come back later. J

Aetivally, I could use
wour help here. You have
more leeway about
disclosure than I do.

g &
~  Thisis Wendy ™,
Barlowe.

Ms. Zigler, wIibh i

: complete candor, I've been N °

A\ The }?F“? "Et"iﬂf' rﬁnager </ wondering "what happened to
_ij_ﬁ{ﬂa“ e - _ her"Por years now.

This is Dorine ™
Zigler. Just arrived.
She came to Coldpoint tr:r)
look Por someone named
Clizabeth Cornish, A

You know people
come to Coldpoint to
transPer into robot bodies. What
Wou may not have been told is that
there i no requirement that they
transPer. About half our population is
human, A third of them intend to
transPer, a third are putting it
oPP, a third have decided £

7 I hadn't Pound her
J/ becavse, less than a
, menth after her
\ transPer, she started
. the Yigilance clan.

Ididn't havea ™~
record Por that name, ™\
50 I checked against
listings Prom the original )
MmaniPests. Names y
pon arrival. -

___-..,"'"J

trying to
understand, Ms.
Barlowe.

# I'm just
4

~~ Everybody
/ I've approached
about Beth has

acted very

strangely.

And when I
Finally Pound her,
she walked away
and wouldn't talk

tome at all. &

What is it Z
What: happened to her?

"Go all the way back?"
SoMeone’s got money to burn.,

[ e -

[ Oh, Wendy, you !
have no idea. l

I'm not going teo .

-/ turn around and go

all

| the way back without

getting some

they never will. 05

This has cavsed some -
political Priction, and Beth is one of
the lovdest voices. She Peels Coldpoint

is Por robotis only, and iP you don't
transPer within a certain amount: of 4
time, Wou should leave.

She's also ... well. I don't
want to ... let's put it this wauy,

I'm not the only person who's been
baPPled by the Pact that Beth doesn't
seem Lo enjoy anything. No hobbies, no

Pun, no real Priends ... My point is, @ |

lot oF people here dislike her. Even &

B some of the ones who agree//\ -

with her.

#,//EE Wou knew her bePore she
Y came here, and you don't have any
idea "what happened to her," then I

B\ cerbainly won't be able to provide RS

any insight.

I've been aying Por the
chance to tell you about
some of this ...




NOT AGSAlN

-.. FEEL LIKE WE'EE &OING TO 1 UNTIL TOMORREOW, : . NO, SHE
NEED A SLIPEWALK TO COMPLEX C —— ' THANKFULLY. - . DOES NOT!

SO0ONER THaM WE THOUSHT. also, THOUGH
ITS FPalNFUL TO CONSIDER, WE MaY NEED A
FasSsamE TO THE HEW MINE. WE'RE
ALREADY HaAVING TROUBLE. = MORE DRIVERS ] o hay b
- “ X ] wiLL PROBAEBLY BE Y " WENDY, I
NEEDPED AS A L EBEELIEVE M
TEMFORARY SOLUTION, . 0 ' FalRNESS, BUT THIS
BUT OHMCE WE STaART " 12 ASKING TO MakKE
HaULINE OUTFUT, I DON'T CONDRITIONS WORSE
. THINK IT eCalLES. WE DID IN EVEEY WaY!
oeciione | | < D A EotEroR
DIRECTOR OF o : , TO THE FIRST -
EXCAVATION. il l
MENTIONED ! A, < T i MINING 1& NOT
SEVERAL - SAFE FOR ANYBODY
. : g ; BUT M's! FOR HuMaNS
- WAIT, I'M SORRY. T EVEN BE ONSITE THEY
WERE YOU LOOKING HAVE TO HAVE SPECIAL
FOR ME? I SUITS, WHICH ARE
EXFENSIVE TO MaAKE, anNlD

L EVEN THEN THESE ARE, AT
YOLI'VE ALREADY a — ' BEST, HALF THE

e N
. ; | ; _ - PERSONAL PROTECTION
SEEN MIN. DET;;’E;‘H?P;% i | . M'S HAVE BUILT IN.
that's because we - i

don't have enough
driver teams.

YOU'RE ASKING TO
ADD COoST AND RISK, AND
FOR WHAT? WHY DO THEY
/ EVEN WANT TO &O OUT THERET
' IT'S NOT LIKE MINING IS
FPLEASANT WG‘EH’.r FORE THEM. AND
4he's agitating ANYONE WHO'D ENJOY IT IS

; ; ALREADY IN AN M FRAME ...
There Wou are, heavily to have jobs at the UNLESS THEY'RE ONE OF

Furst. I wasn't sure if new mine be open to more THOSE WHC HAS PHYSICAL
Wou were out at the than just M's. Furst, I know ISSUES ABCUT IT.
Mine today. You don't like it, but she
has a point.

Furst, we have no economy. We . :
were never meant to. The idea was : ON THAT. I DON'T

everyone supported the setblement with That doean't even hold : THINK THE COUNCIL
: i i DE. ILL WORIK
their [abor, and the settlement didn't up especially well Por the IDEA WILL K

charge them Por anything. robobs, who do Sometimes want to
buy, Y'know, optional things. It
breaks down badly Por humans, who
eat Pood, need more clothing
than robots do ...

S50 CLEARLY ;
THE ANSWER |
THERE SHOULDN'T ' BECAUSE WENDY |&
BE ANY PERMANENT % LOCKING TO IT TO
HUMANS ON PROVIDE SOME KIND OF
COLDPOINT. GRAND CONSENSUS. TO
. FIND SOLUTIONS WHICH
ARE ACCEPTABLE TO 4
EVERYONE.
Maube, but even if
that's true, the ship may have i
sdiled. You know it's a rare day - \ .
when I ¢ite Claire Parsons, but she : 7 I DONT THINK THOSE = “Sg

' SOLUTIONS EXIST. T DON'T
commented yesterday we covldn't "y ¥ THINK THAT CONSENSUS EXISTS. I ¥

- = l H|||H
bhrve Heane 1P we wenk al i | I'M changing WITHIN COLDPOINT ARE
Pull-tilt. She's correct. | seats. : INCOMPATIBLE.

We have to work with what
we've got, and what we've got right
how is a lot of humans who need a means
of paying their way, and not enough

jobs Por them bo do it with. I'M SORRY, WENDY.

NO OFFENSE MEANT.

e
And even iP this isn't explosive right Eﬁ;hﬁ:ﬁ‘wagﬁ g

now, I guarantee it will be once we get \ r Becauvse if we can't get N
the advisory council running. ops R e rang. to consensus, then all the
— albernatives are going to be
pretty unpleasant.

FLRST HAD SAID SOMETHING IN THERE WHICH SET SOME WHEELS TLURNING IN MY BRAIN, AND I PECIDED IT
WAS TIME TO G0 AHEAD WITH A VISIT THAT .1' PE:‘I?EAELF .I-'ll"ﬂ.'l.:'.l".ﬂ HAVE MA.‘.'?E LATER THAT DAY ANYWAY.

e
-
- --..__“‘

7 Mart, who ( " 40, What "w]
isit? _about eumon?

—

T

" Well, vh ...
B | Por -:gﬂart-er*ﬁ. )
/e I'MA -;-:.orrrg, ~.~ : ) 3 he's dead. y
/T didn't mean to" ,. f Al >
[ disturb you -- I y '
\, ¢an come back
\ _ later ..

Disturb? |

7 How?
.. Oh, I see. When? How? )

NG }'es. I Lhought
B : g/ that sounded like
" You're good | ' 1 Mr. Hinch hadn't told

e s, Y. duca. 1, i B lhl

I just don't wear ™~ you. sorry o
much arovnd the . surprise you. ,—*
house, ' \ Deril --

Huh. ” l

How long?
/ Pollis' body

was Pound
yesterday morning. I

e LR talked with M. Hinch
Wendy Barlowe, right:7 - Yesterday.

i 4 T e hasn't bold o
p/// ~ Oh, 1 did me shit. I haven't N
\_\,.-.:j come at a bad = Lize. throw N seen him in daws. I'm

: s | ' 7 | o, Y8 : |
/ I need to balk = 7 Nah. Twenty Wouldn's = Wouldyas _. pointy stick. while, though. I |8

toyou about I - Mminutes ago, that W have answered Y it don't Pigure he's N

._ S\ simonPoliis. AN = would have been @ &l the door then, E in great shape /|
—— -ﬁ“, Z ' I badtime. though. 488 , right now. AQ

... Yeah, I don't guess ;""ﬁérd bo 5&@?‘1_
Wou'd have any reason bo know /" becauvse their
.':E!b-:'ut it,, but there's this libkle group |I relationship made
of gay men here. You know, it's like the \ bhem both worse, / to engage with anybody else, and
old joke: we all know each other. Not \_ Ithink. _/{ Dot g%t. Sichad into E;hat.e\r.ap =
too many oﬁ éjgae:'lndﬂuze need all - Zimon's thing Was ... . while being pissed
ol fal ” 0P about it. He didn't want
to be as isolated. He'd come
- - ; ouk and do things, and be upset
LIO8 NERLRPL wpan fe : the Whole tile Shab Simon
got here -- well, most oF the time, o . 't do bh
I think we both swung a little -- but he WeVIE-G do-BhR M.
was only here a couple of months
bePore Min Scott hired him and
introduced him to Simen.

Simon Pound a person he
could stand, so he stopped trying

No swing aPter that.
Either of them. They were
glued together.

No regrnbs
though, seeing's
| how r’ahrz; herg ﬁaw) . -t W And I think sometimes .
\  anopeningand he'd do bhings just stick it to NI

b tripped me. & _ Simon. He's been working with
w* ﬁx : Puller Corl 1abely, and we couldn's l
7 Worlked out Pigure out i he's really into it or

better thanif I'd Was just trying to bweak
(rﬂ;aued with Deril, ) J amag'agafn

Por sure. ' -'-"'ﬁf‘u'ufcvr'hing witih."
L

P ? I don's buy it. IP he

Hm. Did Mr, ‘u : did, it'd only be 350 he
" Hinch have ... was ) What's that kize hinks Deril chrow it ab Simon. /Who straight vp

T he diPPicult to be mean? Might: be sleeping with

y O deping i Would riot, care, a5 long
With? A4 g Carrhm;gzﬁgﬁ;ugﬁét. He as Deril was always

" Pollis, I know about. : around when Simon
,,) attraction. il




That doesn't sound Y -
like @ very healthy / Just out oF N\
relationship. { curipsity, do

gkt s Wou have any

idea why the Ewo
\ OF them never
"*-xtraﬁsper'red /

It wasn't. We
were worried about
both of them.

Howworried?
I ask becavse we have to
consider all the possibilibies.
For example, could Simon haﬁ.re Ve
killed himselP?

C'mon, Kize. He
wasn't unhappy!

e had what he wanbed. He

wasn't depressed about his liPe.
He likedthe way he lived.

= And he didn't give a shit
what Deril did or didn't do
becavse he knew Deril was solid.
Peril could have swung with halP of
Coldpoint and Simon wouldn't have
¢cared, becavse he knew it was
only ever him Porreal. o

Puller/
Answer your
damned door.

4
7 You asked me to
t\_kcame. remember?

E"Hh"‘.

You better not be
\ blowing me off ...

That's not true,

\,_organs at all, and

WHY CAN'T YOU JUST
LEAVE ME ALONET

I krow it's Wou.
someone told me they
just saw Wou going
down here.

I PON'T WANT TO TALK To Youf
I CAME OUT HEEE TO &ET aAway FREOM You!

Pamn it, we are
doing to talk!

{"'Lh s0re. Same
\_"eason as us. ‘_,*'

~ /" And the other
Ag r.ihi,;;fﬁ.lbﬁ ) / models -- T know
| [ the l's and that new
~"BUb lookab ~~_ | kind can get a penis iP
though -- bhe M's bhem They've 5t|ri I they want it, and I hear
don't have any sex V?at a Pemale shape. that 0's even get one
hy would You make a I sometimes, but that's
sexless robot and then |\ really not; the big
give them those  Jeo ™ part of it.
- turyes?
e T 7

T _—_'_'_'."'1.
o e

Well, it canbe
a big part.

Not: what I mean, ‘|
Wou doob.

|

" Look, We know what we <
f want And we know what: the ™
" people who want 0s want. We want
them to still be attracted to vs. We
\ want to still b# acbracted to them. |
Maube if wou're an M it doesn't /-~ Ham,.

|I'

_Matter, since bhey hate 56X,/ And the big push was Por "\

" but We like Sex. ( them to become M's -- which |
w was never going to work /
‘ out, iP you're right. g

AND THAT WOLLD LIKELY
HAVE BEEN THE END OF IT. ‘, -
I ONLY EVER HAD THREE
POSSIBILITIES =DELIRILIM,
SLUICIDE, OR MURDER. I
DIDN'T HAVE ENOLIGH
INFORMATION TO PROVE OR
DISPROVE EITHER OF THE

FIRST TWO, AND IT DIDN'T -
SEEM LIKE I EVER WOLLD.

AS FOR MURDER, FIRST OFF,
NO ONE, INCLLUDING ME,
REALLY TOOK IT SERIOLISLY
AS A POSSIBILITY. THERE
WERE EASIER WAYS TO KILL i
SOMEBODY. BUT EVEN SO | |
—-= WHAT MOTIVEZ THE |
PERSON WHO WAS MOST "y
LIKELY TO HAVE ONE WAS
HINCH, AND |F HE WASN'T
COMPLETELY DEVASTATED
BY POLLIS" DEATH, THEN HE
WAS A WORLD-CLASS FAKER.

IT WAS HARD TO IMAGINE
ANY OTHER SLISPECTS,
SIMPLY BECALISE POLLIS

WAS SUCH A RECLUSE. YOU!
HAVE TO HAVE ACTUALLY
INTERACTED WITH SOMEONE
TO FORM A GRUDPGE
AGAINST THEM.

NO, I HADP PONE
EVERYTHING I COULD AND
THIS WAS AS FARAS T
COULD TAKE IT. POLLIS’
DEATH WAS SIMPLY GOING
TO HAVE TO REMAIN
LINEXFPLAINED ...

et
) _.__,..-"_ T

e

'l

.. Ldon't
believe that.

OF COURSE YoU
DON'T. YU NEVER HaD
ANY DOUBTS, PID Your

NOT ONCE.

wWHAT ARE YOU POING HERE,
DORINE? PID YOU COME ALL
THIS waY JUST O I COULD TELL
YOU SOMETHING YOU DON'T
WANT TO HEAR?



I DON'T OWE ANYBODY LOOK AT THIS!
ANYTHING. LOOK AT THESE

GESTURES. FI&T TO
FOREHEAD.
MY SOD.

I MAKE IT A FPOINT
NEVER TO OWE ANYBODY
ANYTHING.

YEARS AND YEARS OF
. TRYING A2 HARD A& I CAN
Tou Walked out on Gwo lives, NOT TO BE A FUCKING HUMAN,
Beth. Yours and mine. You NOT TO ACT OR MOVE OR THINK
destroved so much of me when Wou LIKE A HUMAN, AND YOU SHOW

I DIDN'T WANT TO MINUTES.

; ; - : _ N HURT YoU. IT WASN'T
I'm not: doing well. : : AROUT YOU. : o ;
I don't know how long I have. - YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND.

, _. : IT'S POISON. YOUR BEING
Maybe another two years. Or three. Yeah? Well, you did. Whether HERE IS POISONING ME. IT'S

It takes so long ko come out here, Wou wanted to or nob. BRINGING BACK THINGS I
I knew I covldn’t waib. ; THOUGHT I'D ESCAPED.

50 You really are
iy _ 5aying ... you never
I came out: Por the Lruth, I let you go, Beth. I didn't tr = loved me at all.
Beth. BePore I die. i to Pollow wou. I lePt ywou alone Por
Wears. But now I'm going to die and you
are going to do this one very small It was a lie.
Lhing Por me before I do. NO. THAT'S NOT
, THAT

And I think You owe it bo me, WHAT T'M SAYING!

wWHAT HAPFENED 1S I WOKE UP
ONE MORENING AND REALIZED THAT
NONE OF IT MEANT A THING. alLL THE
FLEASURES, THE LOVE ... IT WAS NEVER
SOING TO MAKE ME HAFPPY.

IT WASN'T YOU. IT was ME. T
REALIZED I waAS WORTHLESS. 1
was a FAILURE AT EXISTENCE. 1
WaASN'T DOING (T RIGHT. I DIDN'T

T KNOW HOW.

Jr—

- THERE WaAS NEVEE &OING TO
- BE ANY HOFPE FORE ME AS A
HUMAN. THE OHNLY THING LEFT TO TRY
was NOT BEING HUMAN. GIVING IT ALl
UP. BECOMING SOMETHING THAT
POESN'T HAVE TO THINK ABOUT ANY
OF THAT. SOMETHING THAT
DOESN'T NEEDP TO BE HAFPY.

... Wou had one bad
hight and decided to walk
ot on your entire life.
Including me.

I DIDN'T LIKE THAT

FART. T DIDPN'T WANT TO

HURT YOouU. BUT T ALSO

KNEW YOU DESERVED I NEVER EXFECTED
BETTER THAN ME. YOouU WouLD --

DORINE, WaIT!

I'D HADP OTHER THINGS TO PO AND DIPN'T GET THE WORD ABOUT CORL LUNTIL SEVERAL HOURS LATER. WHEN I GOT TO
MEDPICAL, INTERVIEWS WERE OVER FOR THE DAY AND ONLY THE NEWLY-INSTITUTED NIGHT STAFF WAS THERE.

INE PERSON, WORKING THE DESK AND
eED. I MADE A MENTAL NOTE TO AT LEAST
WO ON 50 THEY'D HAVE EACH OTHER TO TALK TO.

Dr. Quincy's

back there

soMmewhere,
though.

haven't everseen
her leave. Yet. y

—
You likely \
y)

Actvaly, I )

™ won't. It's a ver
\, hareevent. /

-

e '

II
'|
I|

—_

- .

I'm not supposed to
let: anybody in, bub
,  Since it's you ...

They'd
I'M redlly embarrassed. = - Don't be. 1P planned Por Arin-A to Do You have
PAPRCICAE SNt it o e seton o we'd been come b0 her room bo talk to reason to suspect
o e concerned about her about something or other, Poul play?
that we'd have and she didn't answer the door.
locked the lab Arin-A bried ib, Pound it |
Pirst. ; waﬁg;t;i;: Esg‘ and whatsoever.

Let me
guess -- You
want to khow
about Corl's §

death?

IP there's
anybhing 6o know.
I didn't get the Bad timing ... she may
details. have died only a Pew minutes
: before that. Though even getiting her
here immediately wouldn't have

There aren't helped, I don't think.
Mmany. she hit her g '

head on the corner of a
shelf in her room, hard
enough Por a lethal
skull Practure.

Bad timing ... or
very good.

And what's that mean?

There was a small rug :
under her, crompled, like it What do you have to
5 had been partly kicked away. do to slip @ rug out Prom :
=\ That, plus her body position, imply under You just Prom Thew're not all
A she slipped on that and Pell walking across it? murders, Wendy/
Forward onto the shelf. -




khow, I was just
about to go to sleep.

I'm sorry.
I needed to ask you }
something that my brain,
wouldn't let: wait..

/f' She asked
me Por advice a ™
/ couple of times. 507
EvenifI haa’put. her vp
to it, it's a valid
viewpoint! I know you
make it: @ point: to hate ¥
N\ everything Isay, /
& but. o
-=.____|________.:_._,__.--'

7 Whydo you
/' eare about Corl?
Speaking of coming
out of nowhere.
\ You've ignored her

_—— Idon't know.
/7~ Possibly not. But When a
controversial Pigure like that
dies, I get suspiciovs of
accidents.

This is why I want ——_
Z Lo know how closely you
7 worked with her. You Hught- have
information I don't

Let's say she was murdered. Who
. Would You put on the list of

-~

S suspects? 2 _—

Furst

Pcvr- Mcmths _ k- Deepstione.

; ~ ... Who couldn't have %

done it becavse of the
mental block.

y »
2 Yesterday I was
just corious. J
, Today she's dead. ,

Yesterday we ;
talked about Puller % B
Corl coming ovt of -

_,x"'f How should Iknow?
surely Furst has no end of
people he covld intimidate into
it. He scares everybody to :

death anyway. It wouldn't A il

N take much. //‘

“'—

Yes, and

oPPicially wou m:rn’b
nowhere, and I Pelt know that yet, so

like Wou kind of . .
lbieﬂr merapp, - keep quiet.

o

That's what's , \ 5

eating Wou? None ¢ Was she ... °

S the other things? - Wou think she was
_ ' A murdered?

WHEN PECOFLE TRANSFER INTO ROBOT BODIES, THEY ARE
GIVEN A MENTAL BLOCK AGAINST DPELIBERATELY HARMING
HUMANS. IT'S NOT UNBREAKABLE, BUT IT'S FRETTY SOLID.

by
oy

_._._,_.—-—_—-—-_._

“le scares you *\
o dedth. Tdont N
think he has quite And come bo bhat, I've ™\
o e ePPect on  never understood why he J
N everyone else. ~_aPPects you that way.

"':'h_"‘_—_"'_'r"""_'_._-_‘_'_"""‘*a _._,__.--*"'"
& 7 Becavsehe's T~ 02—
{" dangerous! He has no \L ) N
emotional attachments * You can't trust him bo
oP any kind! ,,--’i have any loyalties at all! } Yeoh LaikEE tRiNg 3

_ He covld do anything! / zealot does give you a lot
i - R, of exploitable blind spots,

doesn't it¥
--'—"'___'_‘-'--._

— LY
LS

,.-""""-'___‘-'_""
That's not
true. He haﬁ
loyalties. He's
:'=';..; praved ib,

‘_ﬁ='__‘_‘|_—‘|-‘-_‘1_‘.|

Angwag. people say

you don't have any ",
< | emotional connectionsto |
~ A\ anything. Poes that make / vzvt
S You dangerous? (

o~ h'""m
" What about Beth? We all ™,
{ think Beth's a block of ice.
| She'd be the Pirst bo admit ib, |
\ probably. Bub Wou're not /4
M. intimidated by her. /7

- ..l' .I"
_._ ; .l'

-‘--‘-‘-"‘—-—-__....-r'-"— —--_____‘-
-"“-..

Beth has a cavse, though.” 50
(’ She lives Por that cavse. I

know how to deal with people
: like that. She has
. Weaknesses I can use. y

sorry to have
disturbed Yoo,
Parsons. Have a
. good night.

Do you even realize
Wou're [Wing? Does it count
as Wing if you're lying to &
yourselPz 2

What wou're sppposed to do, '

When you have an emotional crisis,
Woul're supposedto talkto the people
who love You and tell them about it
and get their support.

~ We were togetiher Por

Wears. Do you think I'd have
stiawed with Wou i You were some [

kind of emotional black hole? &

That's what
relation '5|;'IE|'.'-|"5 anre
about,

' You're not
supposed to throw out
Wour whole liPe and run
away somewhere and not |
even tell anybody what 4 |
happened. :

: I DIDN'T
L KNOW HOwW.

© THAT'S WHAT I
was TREYING TO
EXFLAIN. IT JUST == [T
wasSN'T THERE. IT
was A VOoID.

Po you think I'd have spent
o MY bime and energy being in love
with someone if I thought I wasn't
getting any love back?

I WASN'T SURE WHAT I
was SUPFOSED TO BE
FEELING, BUT I was SURE I
was SUPFOSED TO BE
FEELING SOMETHING.

I don't know what really scared
Wou oPP, and now I'm pretty sure you
don't either, which means neither of vs
is ever going to Pind out.

wWHAT ARE YOU
SOING TO DO NOW?

Why do you care?

I'll go back to
Meridian, I guess.
That'll kill @ year.

You don't care
about anything,
remembenr?

o ll F;ﬁ:th%%

There's nothing I
want to do aPter that,
50 I'll probably just sit

there and wait., You don't have to
worry. You'll never hear

From me again.




| Bl
CALESIEN, METR/ CALL'S BAR. CALL HAS THE BEST BEER AND
WHISKEY IN COLDPOINT, MADE ENTIRELY ON PREMISES. THE NEW
ARRIVALS FIGLIRED THAT OUT FAST ANDP THE FLACE, ALREADY
FPOPLLAR, NOW HAD MORE BLUSINESS THAN THEY COLILD HANDLE.

Thanks.

I'm sorry. I know
you've probably had a
_ Prantic night and want to
get: out of here ...

Ah, Prantic's
become 50 much the
new normal I barely

hobice.

I wasn't
expecting to
see You tonight.
Even_qt.hih_g all

THE NEXT MORNING.

MIN DOESN'T START
HER DAY AS EARLY AS
IPO, 50 WHEN I
PASSED BY HER OFFICE
TO ASK HER A
@QUESTION, I WAS
EXPECTING TO HAVE TO
COME BACK LATER.

bhe third, the morning

Well, again, not 50
much Por me.

Puller Corl
i dead. [t might
have been
accidental death -- it
probably was -- but I
can't shake the idea it
wasn't, and I don't
know why. That
bothers me.

murder, then I Peel
¥ like I won't get very Par.
B The people who would have
. 1 the biggest grudge
\ against her policies are
\, all robots, and they
. couldn't do it.

i IP it was
|
1

"
]

— :
FaC it
Y = h._
= Why covldn't it

| have been someone on
N her side?

f.
]

No reason it covldn't,
I spppose.
What's your thinking?

Pight?

Isuppose.
I mean, Ican't say )
anything's wrong. A

| T

> Treac, I know wou're
closed, but could I talk You
out of a glass of the
two-year? I promise to be £
quick about ib. ;

=

;_._ ey ]

e

4 OP course!
| And take as long |
\ a5 you need. /

o

Well ... I think

tihe thing about
being really into some
kind of cause is, the

more You get inbo it, bhe
stronger Your ideas
get about the way
to do it.

S0 You
have a lot of
true believers, and
each of them thinks
Lheir way is the only
right way, and they
end up at one
another's
throats.

i 4 Ah. Like Parsons and
Kire Alden.

Yes, I covld see that
. happening with Corl.

i o AL

I'll have to ask
around a liktle
LOMOPPOW.,

.-I'__ - i } i
--’T |

WENDY IS REFERRING TO EVENTS IN "PROOF OF DEATH." |

—— F-Efq}-‘: ; J P . -
> ... Wenb out ' % —
W It'saregular <

on the morning of
Pailure cucle,

of the PiPth, and now  obviously, but just

we need to go out

today ... can's tell whyit's

Pailing.

I want to
set up one of the
trucks with the crane,
and haul in the whole
unit. We'll only be able
to truly Pix it in — OK, but
here. ~ that's, what, an
automatic two days of
downtime? That's an
essential unit! We should
.. build another and
_Swapout ...

It's not that
essential. That's why
we didn't have a redundant
uhit to begin with. We lose -
the abiliby to get urgent
signals Prom the sentinels,
N Big deal. When did we
b ast have one?

It'll take longer
than two days to build a
replacement, and we're
already in downtime

- HOW.

S0 what's the
decision? IF we're
hooking vp the ¢rane, I
really need to get
started, that adds

an hour ...

.

i,
"1._‘ L

Wendy, o
got an A
opinion? A=

doing Pield repairs we Ji

i -

That's true, but

what iP the breakdown
takes longer than you

bhink?

Wendy, this is Fritz Planck.
She leads one of the two
surPace maintenance

beams.

7 that name

question?

recently ... oh.
Your team Pound
Simon Pollis,

r'lghf:? Yes, that was

on one of these
repair trips. Not to
speak ill of the dead,
but that cost vs
two hours,

These have
been taking a long
time. When we went oub
on the third, we were out
50 long that one of the
sentinel runs was coming
back in. Gave vs a lift
back. And by then we
needed it.

Even M's get tired
When they're out
Pumbling in the cold Por
eight: hours,

V" 8ay, Ms. Planck, do
| Wou mind a personal

T

>~ Everybody else

on the surface repair
teams is an M, right? Why |8
haven't you transferred?

Not judging, just
collecting data.

Don't
anawer if you're
not comPortable

about it. W

.- No, it's OK.
I, Uh, like to have a
personal life, if you

~ The real problem
will be when our next
show starts. Metri's a
great brewer but a bad
bartender. Loses his bearings
when it: gets busy. And he
doesn't have anyone else
reliable. I don't know what
he's going to do
without me.

TREAC'S FIRST
LOYALTY IS TO
COLPPOINT'S

THEATRICAL
COMPANY,
WHICH SHE NOW
MORE OR LESS
RUNS. WHEN A
SHOW'S ON,
SHE POES
NOTHING ELSE.

Bub I'm more
worried about you,
coming in at this hour
and needing a drink.
Rough day?

You khow, the
{ nice thing about being a
robot is you don't gets
as tired.

I have a lot of
energy left ...

a . !

That'siP N\ o

you're up Por it, |F I
of course. /

_—— e
-

t .. T think I could “"-J
\_ Manage that.

And it's really
hard to do precision
work in those condibions
... bhe relay is only
semi-sheltered ...

You got a ride
back in Prom 3
sentinel crew? That
would have been Deril
Hinch. Alone.

Yeah, we
wondered about
that. Aren't they

always supposed to

Yes. go in pairs?
And your crew
went out on Frpat's right. Most of our

Poob? " iobs are close enough to the
entrance that we don't take a
truck unless we have a load to

havl, or there's not a clear

What time did sightline Por the walk.

Wou go out on the
tLhird?

About ten?
We'd have gone out earlier if
we'd realized we were going to
be out there that long ...

Min, I'm going to need
Wou bo come on an
interview with me.

Uh-oh.

get me. 15 this a "bring a
weapon” kind of

E - n F - r
Meaning "M's interview?

Go ahead. IP one oP the 1 ’
sentinels sends an urgent don't; have sex?
5ignal it's going to be weather, and
iF it's weather, we can't do much
except make sure things are
secured. Which they're

supposed to be anyway.

Yeah. I covld go with NG
one of the other Prames,
but then I'd get just as
Much “in that job, wh
aren't wou an M#" S No, I don't think
haven't bothered. ib'll come to tha

But tell Min immediately iP it : =
starts to look like the dowmtirie'ﬁ 3
going to be more than two days. And we & '
May wan to sart building a T e
redundant unit anyway. '




AT THIS POINT You |
MAY BE WONDERING
IF THERE'S
SOMETHING THAT
YOU MISSED —-
SOME CLUE OR
INDICATOR I PICKED
LP ON THAT You
DIDN'T, OR THAT I
HAVEN'T TOLD YOU
ABOUT. THERE ISN'T.

ALL T KNEW, AS T
BEEGAN THAT
MORNING, WAS THAT |
MY BRAIN KEFT
INSISTING THERE
WAS A HOLE IN THE
MIPDLE OF THIS ==
SOMETHING
IMPORTANT THAT I
WASN'T SEEING.

EVEN AFTER GETTING
THAT INFORMATION
FROM PLANCK, I
STILL WASN'T SLIRE
EXACTLY WHAT THE
HOLE WAS, OR WHAT
WAS IN IT.

Mr. Hineh?

sorry to let
myself in, but you
didn't answer, and
we need to talk.

BUT I COULDN'T
SHAKE THE IDEA THAT
IT WAS THERE, AND IT
WAS DEFINITELY NOW

CLEAR THAT THERE
WAS SOMEONE
INVOLVED IN THIS
WHO HADN'T BEEN
HONEST WITH ME.

Are you here?

When the surface door
was used at ten, Pour days
ago, it wasn't Pollis wandering
out in a Pever.,

Min, see if
Wou ¢an turn
some lights on,
please?

It was a surface repair
team walking out to Pix the
Lransmission relay.

' The door didn't
register their coming back
in, around eighteen, becavse
8 they came back in with you.
B You gave them a ride.

That means
the only time Simon
could have gotiten out
there was at six. He was in
the Eruck with Wou. He
went out oh the run
Witih Hou.

And he wasn't with you when
Wou came back. Something
happened to Simon somewhere in
there. Tell me about it.

Got nothing to
53y about that.

OK.
Do you have anything
Wou'd like to say aboub
Puller Corl's murder?

And how would
Wou know that?

There was no
one else on the
scene and Arin-A
hasn't told anyone
but medical. I
checked.

Murder?
Where do you get --

She wasn't murdered’
ghe Pell and hit her head! | e
It was an a.mdenﬁ:%,? har;n‘?bhe:.fenﬂsgggéd

that Corl's dead.

THERE IT WAS .TH:
THAT HAD BEENA:
BUT IT WA,

By o

o

- It seems to e .
that pretty much
everything you've said to |
Mme 50 Par hasbeena

I don't know wet H‘x
what you did or didn't
do, but I've Pound that )
“investigate the liar" is
vsvally sound policy. &

I didn't tell you the 3
truth because I didn't
Ghink wou'd believe it.

Well, now is the
time o Pind out.

Pon't be a

e

Every damned
time ...

bitch.

Look, now that
we're out here
Where nobody ¢an

Puller doesn't think we're
ever going to get anywhere with
labor policy while Furst Peepstione has any
s5ay in it. He doesn't see a problem with jobs
only being Por robots, and Wendg Barlowe
- listkens to him. Puller says she's tried

IP you were
sitbihg in Wour seat,

where you're supposed ~ Bhe wants me --
to be, you wouldn't hit

your head.

I can't sit
still Por six
hours.

You can't sit
still Por six

1 Mminvtes, We've
barely lePt.

- Do we
heed to bring
sgme cartoons
Por you to
wabtch?

I don't give a shit
whether we'd get cavght!
That is not the point!

I ¢can't believe you'd
contemplate this, even Por a
second! What's wrong with you?

Damn it, Wou were the oniy one’

The only person in this whole Pucking
Miserable place who was worth my time!
You were the [ast thing I had! The only
thing I cared about! And now wou pull
somebhing like this?

listen ... I have to '!'.-i
talk te you about -
somebhing.

Furst's out there
sppervising. - "

\\_______/

You know I've
been working with
Puller Corl ...
Nk,
Your time to waste,

I suppose.
It's not a waste!

She's trying to Pix
somebhing vnfair. You just
don't bother because wou

don't Pigure it'll ever afPect
Wou! You don't have sind
dlways tweaking You how
an M should be deoing ~
Wour job ...

That's
becavse I don't
bother talking to Sind.

I don't know why
Wou do.
Becauvse I think
it's worth actually
having a conversation
witih obher people
somebimes?

... Never mind.
Don't sidetrack me.

..--"'_'_._._-_'_"-

- Tom

" Don't change the ™\
subject!/We're talking ™,
about the part where you \
decided it was a good idea to
try to murder somebody just
becavse You've gotten |
infatuated with some
hopeless drum-banger /
With a grievance -- -

Pon’t give
Mme Lhat!

Only thing wou care
about -- shit! You don't
care about anything, SiMmon.
Except wourselP. You Pigure
Wou're better than evervbody
else and no one else is
worth spitting on.

You don't ¢care about
Me and never have. You
keep me around becavse I'm
stiupid enough to put vp with your
constant crap. Your hating A
everything. Your wanting ~— -
everything exactly wour way. No Bimon! <
one glse here would tolerate The roadll =
Wou Por ten seconds, and -
Wou know it. -

.. everything she can to knock him
e bhing she can to knock hi
¥ down. Nothing's worked.

&
P .
g .

05 -~ b0 Sneak ovk to ) hv
the mine one day when V d kill him.

Arrange an )
accident.

Have you lost what's
lePt of wour mind?

e " gimon, ib'd work/They

- don't expect anybody else to
come out there ... we could get

L\ in without: being seen easily ...
We wouldn't get caught ... .~




I N e N -
"I spent abouvt Ewenty minvtes - -
: L A ; digging the wheel ovt. Neither of us . "He wasn't."
Damn it. — sdid d word that whole time." . - NE

._;{ v
/" OK, imon, it should be \
st |~

( ¢lear enough now Por a fir
\. Push,butgoeasy.. /.

—

-

Looks like the rear lePt ™
wheel went ofF the hardpack. I
can't rock it out. I bet it's halP

deep in a drift.

-+ Bigh --
I'll go. \
%, E ' "He'd gone out bhe Pront lock at some
Put your headset on. _ P00 point Without Me seeing him. His
/ colasuit was still in the truck. He was
out there in just his suit liner.”

It was whiteout Min, he was N " You know, the :

conditions. ‘.r’auﬂcaur;:rn't see two = deadby then! It ' rosy picture of your' ‘-"“"“a.,.-—a
meters. I wasn't going to look Por would have been | relationship wou ) > B,
him on Poot. I had no landmarks koo labe! painted Por me the | 7T loved him, Ms.
but the truck. other day ... A ( Garrrcrwe! )
did!

- _ Ireallydid.
The truck wasn't much \\ _d

better, the headlights just T,
reflect: snow at Wou when it's like
that ... but I tried. I looked Por, I
don't know, an hour maube. But I

could have been right next to

_ him and not known it.

Except maybe it
wasn't.

| Where he was Pound, the
And then you | posibion ... he wasn't
didn'c come back wandering. He was trying to
home tio get help. get back to the door. He'd
Found the hardpack road
and was Pollowing it. And

he got very close. Well, I didn't know that!
How could I know that?

i e . But
Simon wouldn't even stick his / . 4 _ . A - somebimes he
No. I headed out nose out of the truck without 3 - X ' - made it very,
and Pinished the run, coldsuit. He krew better. What was I very hard.
Hustled hard to try to supposed to think, besides svicide? .l
Make up Por time. What else could it have been?

And weah, I was pissed. I
admit it. I was mad as hell. It was
like -- it Pelt like this was his vitimate
asshole card or something. "You won't play
exactly the way I like? OK, well, I'm gonna go -
Preeze to death, Puck Wou." I'd had it. He ... Let's talk about
wanted to kill himselP, Pine, he could R Puller Corl.
kill himselP.

I can't wait any Revolutions mean

; Becavse I let
bloed. You can't get
squeamish on me ngaw. I You're going to do it, you Puck me?

don't have anvbody else AN or I'm going to start
S who can do this. i spreading the word that you

Pon't You get _ : W killed simon. And I'll make
i6% I don't want to _ people believe me. You didn't
hear about trying - > understand that,

something else! : " either, I guess.
There isn't v .
anything else!

more, Deril!

: ! o : — ) What did you
You're asbadas o . 1 ' { think that paid Por?
Arin-A! She's going to come ™, YUl What did you think I
tell me about all her organizing ; _ Was buMing?
tricks and I'm going to tell her to i
go to hell because none of them / l i
is going to do @ damned bit .~ - ' § >

! P -
it i g What, did you think I
- | did it Por foveZ T don't
" Incremental . : ' do love. Love is
~ progress is bullshit! ™ - . compromise. 1 don't
Incremental progress is what Pucking compromise. 4
people talk about when they're A N
hot getting anywhere! I don't FIT T :
\_ want that shit! I want real / A Puller, I -- . A
\_ changeandIwantit . puier I can't. You --- | -

i esterday - o : AEA |
Y J | Ican'tdoit. i AL . That was a
: : It's wrong. | AN Y — - transaction.
H 3 : Wiy — d now Wou're trying bo |
\ ——— weasel out of Your part of /

"'.\I. /,.r"'""’ |
\ ( Simon is dead I thought We were i - | )\ the bargain.
x ' '

-

/

because of how Priends!1 thought that
wrong it is. Meant something!

You're a Pucking
coward.

GAARRRH/

Assavit!
Assavit/

Help!

Back off/
You want to see how
lovd I can --




I never laid @ hand on
her. I don't know what I
would have done if I had, I was
50 angry I was seeing spots,
but I didn’t get a chance.

She didn't love
me and he did and I
listened to her and
Simon's dead becavse I
listened to her and
how they're both
gone --

Deril, what
am I geoing to do
with you?

You're going to
Ehrow hiM ofP the
Pucking planet,

that’s what! He lePt Simon Por

dead and plotted to
kill Furst and --

He didn't
actually kill

Wendy! Do you
want to be on the same
planet with this guu? I

don't! I trusted him! I
hired him!

Yes, and I realize
bhat hurts.,

IF it's what
oL want, fine.
e'll deport him.
Take him 6o the
custody room.

THE NEXT MOENING. STEJ ORLC, MIN'S SIGNIFICANT OTHER, ANSWERED HER POOR FOR HER.

STEJ SFENT A LOT OF TIME AT MIN'S, 50 THAT WAS NOT A SURFPRISE.

" Yes, I thought

1-"' that: might: be the

. ¢case, That's why I
‘ stopped by.

e,

Like you said. He just
wanted a Pew minvtes
vhescorted. No more. But the
way he said it ...

¥ ... 1thought

about it. For at
[east a minvte.

She's ... nob
doing very well

I realized he wanted to
ga throw himsell in a reclaim.
or something else like that. He
didn't want to tell me that. He
thought I might be cbliged to
stop him.

But no.
He's in custiody.

Wendy, I --
I was somad ...

but, Wknow, two people gone and
looking at it now, I can't think of a

good reason why ['d want to
Mmake it three ...

I don't even know iP
Lhrowing him out is the

right bhing bo do, now.

We can
discuss it;
[ater.

- TOU KNOW, YOU
DON'T HAVE TO DIE.

ONCE YOou
TRANSFER, ALL THOSE
FPHYSICAL FEOBLEMS

EO AWAY.

Wendy, iP
Wou're here to
give me hell,
believe me, I'm

dlready --
Have I ever

given You hell?

What
happened? Did he
ask to slip the leash
For just Pive
minvtes?

It's hard, isn't
itZ I mean, it's
actually hard.

And you
wanted me o
Pind out Por
MyselP?

Partly that.
And partiy I wanted
someohne besides me to
A have to Peel it Por 8
change.

IP I transfPer, I don't
bhink I could be in the kind of
body wou have.

No oFfense,

7 1 WOULDN'T EXFPECT
SO, M FEAMES AREN'T
FOE EVERYBODY.
-.. NO OFFENSE.

: Yes, but ... I also
don't think it would work
with yovin one. Beth, I ... I
can't help it, I want ... it's
not just ...

YES. 1
UNPERSTAND. YOU
MaY NOT BELIEVE

THAT, BUT I DO.

I CAN ARRANGE TO
BE TRANSFERRED INTO
A DIFFERENT FEAME.

THEY PON'T LIKE IT, BUT I
s CAN PaY FOR (T, SO
THEY'LL DO IT.

MAYBE NOT JUST FOR YOU.
MAYBE FOR ME TOO.
MAYEBE IT'S TIME.

I can't go with
you. I have
something else [
need to see to.

Bot I don't
think he'll give you
any trouble.

strong guess.
You were 50 angry,
You couldn't see how
wrecked he was.

I5 that why
Yoo didn't come
With us?

Tell me what
happened.

It's
legitimate
emobional

travma. IP it were me,

['d spend the rest
of the day in bed
having sex.

Now that's a
thought.

I'M serious,
though. I think the
best thing Por it is to
spend some time in the
company of somebody
. Who loves you.

I Pind that at
bimes like this, I need
the reminder that

y  SoMeone does.

I LEFT MY
LIFE BECAUSE 1
was DOING
EVERYTHING
WRONG.

NOW, AFTER ALL
THESE YEAERES HERE,
I FIND I was DOING
EVERYTHING WRONG
ASAIN.

I DON'T WANT TO DO
EVERYTHING WRONGS A
THIRD TIME.

F




