- WHICH JUST
ABOUT PUTS THE
THIRD BOREHCOLE
BaCK ON
SCHEDPULE.

I HATE TO ¥
ADMIT IT, BUT PEL
Has BEEN EEALLY

USEFUL DOWN

THERE ...

NOW, DON'T BE
LIKE THAT. SHE wWas
PESIGNEDP TO BE
USEFUL, FOR THAT

EXACT PUERFOSE.

COLDPOINT'S POWER IS
GENERATED GEOTHERMALLY.

I DON'T KNOW A LOT ABOLIT IT, ey e . RED BOARD
BLIT APPARENTLY WHAT YOLI DO el o ouT OF

IS CREATE AN ACTIVE VOLCANO' il Ml e , NOWHERE?
AND THEN SOMEHOW CAP IT HEADING BACK

WITHOUT RISKING BLOWING LIP . DOWN TO THE

THE WHOLE FLACE. ] o ROLGHS.
WE HAVEN'T BLOWN LUP. SO FAR.

HEY,; I'M

ADMITTING 1T, ' -
AREN'T I7 . : h e sounds

THE GEO PLANT IS ONE OF
THE DEEPEST PARTS OF
COLDPOINT, AND DOWN IN
AT WO ONE BUT M5 oty
H £
A
Watch your step. 8O IN THERE WITHOLT
- SPECIAL PROTECTION.

SET OUT
FROM UNDER IT!
MOVEL!

DON'T REACH N
THERE! YOoU'LL
LOSE AN ARM.
BIESA, GET BACK!
DON'T LET IT TOUCH You! .
IF THAT )
BLEW, THEN
ALL OF THE KEY

MiSH, OPEN THE : ST I B B ML;EEE gfﬂé i

DRAINS! _ 5 | L] e TIME.

g U e THAT N\
* = = F LA caN'T |\
I JUeT DID ... 1 T per | ' ' . HaPPEN! AF
EUT G | ... ill:’; .. #=T — 3
. i
,tf jL |7 usT DID.
- 'h_-'-'ﬂ_"%‘l e :I,'.'
{ THE main, U B
# THEN. 1‘15 —
I DON'T
THINK WE
N HAVE A
\ CHOICE. 4
r '=:I:'|l||r
BUT, MISH ..
WE'RE NOT GOING
TC SAVE THEM.
THAT'S A TWENTY
MINUTE SHUTDOWN.
MURY'S ALREADY
GONE.
y
4 |

STORY
AND
TMAGES ~

. By
TRILBY




Besides, it's working. In just
MANY VARIANT FORMS AVAILABLE
- Munning, we've had a lot of pecple
- come in to apply to transfer who'd
. been avoiding it Por years.

It's just that
I'm not happy
about
aavertising.

Including,
dpparently, every
gay male in
Coldpoint.

Yeah, I
know about
bhem.

ST
o
RENE LAY,
BASICALLY CHIEF

< ROBOTICIST,

I've been asked iF I can
let: ads into the wall displays
several times and I've said
no, and now --

"~ Well, T khow, but
we're big enough now
that we can't assume

people will learn things

by word of mouth.

Bub how would
they know to ask?
Especially when your only
promoted position has been
“Everybody gets a torso that
reads as basically Pemale, no
matter what genitals
they have?"

It's made life much
easier in a number of ways.
The kind of men who make
trouble usvally stop making it
once they read as women. Or
they rePuse to transfer,

I never thought of
Myself as lesbian. I
just gave vp on men.

I had a string of
... Uh ... redlly bad
experiences.

But you've
hever done
anything?

. 1

ZUSY=-@, HEAD
OF MEDICAL.

I'd have been
happy to make variant
plates Por them, iP

and they leave.
Proving My point.

v Orthey don'tleave, and L
become even more likely bo make WM
trouble becavse we're not offering Bl
them any options. Or they get
exploibed by people like
Parsons.

Look, I see where Wou two are
coming Prom, but ... You've been
running this place Prom ... let's call it a
lesbian viewpoint, to the exclusion of
every other. And I don't think we ¢an
aPPord to be that kind of
exclusionary anymore.,

Not the same thing, Zusana! N
These people come here to transfer --
if we don't ofPer them something they
want to transPer intio, we're creating

a problem, not solving one!

Little bib
sprprised wou don't Wl
have that viewpoint Ji_#

as well. ’

Anywau, My point
i5, there's no
downside to oPPering
options. Nobody gets
vpset: about having
More choices.

V' UnPortunately, she
does, if people are
listening to her.

A
Y You'd think.
But suza Dee is

o probably out in the : b Y. ‘ ' " y
B  corridors yelling " ) /IRREGULAR
; i . g ' | And she's not the Zfﬂ'(gﬂf;(gﬂf # TERRAIN

only one making noise
about the modulars, even
though only, what, three
people are vsing them
50 Far?

K. |
& LIFTER/
& LOADER——

We're not taking
anybody's jobs! We're
helping them do them!

spzd Pee needs
B an integrity test.
. doesn't count.

At least with Suza

Dee I understand where
her crazy's coming Prom.
What gets me are the M's
who are yelling about the
modulars,
It makes no sense!

Thew're still
people, Irene.
People don't always
Make sense.

What she
sdid. Also, Wou've
targeted M's
specifically in the

They're the ones
who need them/

Irene.l agree <
with you, or I wouldn't
have endorsed any of this.
I'M just pointing out, you're
always going to piss off
soMebody. There's no
way to avoid it --

e

-~ hang oh"

CHK. How long
¢an we go on
Peserve power
before it's --

I'll come down.

What's
today's
crisis? A Geo's down. We're
PUnning on battery
right now.

... And we've lost
SOMEDNE.

Mury Degpstone. £

Po you want
ONn-s¢ene
Porensics?

Thank Wou Bor
the oPPer, but
there's nothing left
oF them Por Wou to
ook at.

Live magma ™\
doesn't leave |




M e N L, i s M8
H -l_;'- 1-1' "-.1 0

THANKS FOR . ' 3 trespasser,
COMING DOWN. .. OR AT LEAST THE HANDS-ON PARTS. | faas

WENDY. N

\'I

MS. BARLOWE. I am not!
o s S Mr. Furst said I could
; - = come With him while he
did stuPg.

problem. .

i N LR IRy - CUS! SETRIK.
: FLIRST DEEPSTONE, o - Sl IF THE ONLY CHILD IN
HEAD OF EXCAVATION, A B COLDPOINT.
MLICH OF COLOPOINT 15 - P N INTO EVERYBODY'S
LINDERGROLIND. iy ) BUSINESS AND
FOR VARIOLIS REASONS, - S IMPOSSIBLE TO
Mmoeoey -~ 1 '\ L LiICKY WE ALL SEEM
DEEPSTONE CLAN, NOT |, . . TO LOVE HER.
FLILLWRENCH: _ < S ,-
= SREETA, HAVE NG = @
YOU MET #;END"T' ; ,
ot 2 saeloverie W ol ¥ 4 %

. L A responding at all, ab
e . ledst 35 Par as 1 can Lol
bell Prom the board.

MANASER? MS.
BaARLOWE, THIS IS £

I MIGHT AS WELL SPELL SREETA YAH.

IT OUT RIGHT AWAY:
FLRST WOLILDN'T HAVE .
CALLED ME DOWN IN I WaS
PERSON FOR A POWER -, AFRAID OF
OLTAGE OR A REPAIR THAT. .
ISSLIE, OR EVEN FOR A ' - o ..
DEATH ... THOLIGH HE'D . - 2 -
HAVE NOTIFIED ME, OF A _ JueT

COLRSE. THERE WAS ¥ 'FURST,
SOMETHING ELSE AT _ . ' : PLEASE,

WORK HERE. - - I MIGHT HAVE REASSLIRED HER : -

r . ¥ I THINK You : THAT I DIDN'T BITE PEOPLE’'S : = J )

KNOWING FLIRST, HE N KNOW MISH : HEADS OFF "BUT I WASN'T SLIRE JEENE : IT'S TRUE, WENDY. I
WANTED ME TO COME \ ALREADY? - YET WHETHER I WAS GOING TO | e aes sl M AL

TO MY OWN HAVE TO DO JUST THAT, OR BN e A e
CONCLLISIONS. HE'D 4 WHOSE WOLILD GET BITTEN OFF IF "/ e
SEE IF THEY MATCHED ' | I DID. SOMETIMES MY JOB IS TO - PURE COINCIDENCE

HIS AFTERWARDS. - s BE THE DISCIPLINARIAN. '

i IER " R —————OC U .
she ori) el 3o had of Stopring o e s

Y oppi , lace ... 50 We assume bhe

the magma leak? Aren't there Which could have fawea Were tampered with

other saPeties? ) i ; ' been done here Prom L i R
° the control room ... directiy?

The
THAT'S THE
PROBLEM —— emergency vent that

THERE WERE. V' blew isn't really a vent.
It's just a spot that's
deriberapteiﬂ weaker than the
rest oF the pipe, 50 that it idn't!
blows out oh severe 1 waj::é@? ﬁéd to

IS overpressure, ihstead of Y\ ait up here because T
SOMELhing a loG warse don't have a hot 50it.

happening. She never even
touched anything!

I CAN'T THINK ©F
ANYTHING ELSE.
ESPECIALLY SINCE
SEREETA SAYS THEY'RE NOT
RESFONDING FROM HERE.
CAN'T EVEN GET STATUS
ON THEM, LET ALONE
RESET THEM.

It's never been vsed
bePore! For that to happen, ; AND EVEN IF
two valves had to get stuck in . TErE BoTl PR .
the open position and one had R, - & _
to get stuck closed. oy __aly .. it's restricted
e it § ' dccess, Yes.,
W O THE NEXT &TEF I&
AND ALL THREE AT R 1 didn't really think you et il
ROUGHLY THE SAME TIME, it TN B, had. I just needed bo s | LIKE TO JOIN ME?
OR WE MIGHT HAVE BEEN gy e :

. ABLE TO CATCH IT.
T

50 Wou've Finally
been pulled over the
Cusi event horizon. 4
£ YOU WON'T BE
SR oG AT Tt
: PR LONG , AY. |
A e gt e I& JUST BARELY ON THE
THaN TO BE r EDG&GE OF YOU

FESTERED TO
DEATH ABOUT IT. NEEDING A SUIT.

" THE VALVE'S
léfH%'% ABOUT THREE
S (g, S5 METERS THAT WAY.
INTO EVERYTHING : TO GET THERE,
ANYWaY, BETTER : ' . SOMEONE WOoULD
THAT SHE HAVE : ' HaVE TO &GO OVER
SOMECONE ' ' THE EDGE TO GET
R eI INTO THE DUCT,
' THEN CRAWL ON
THE FIFES.

And that's as Par
as it goes, huh?

I DLUH'E SaY 1T - = Tt
waS A CHORE. ; 1 A
SHE WANTS TO . _ g Who's y
KNOW THINGS. I i gonna go
RESPECT THAT. i 1 :

FORTUNATELY,
SHE'S NOT HaRD
TS PUT UP WITH.

EVEN MISH SEEMS

TS LIKE HER.

STAY
CLOSE TO Us,
AND NO FOOLING
AROUND. THESE
FLOORS CAN BE
SLIPFERY, AaND IF YOU
SO OVER ONE OF
THEZE RAILINGS,
YOoU'LL DIE.

, Oh, yeah. Definicely S TR o lok o
kot sabotage. There's nothing lePt. e
E”hiﬁr-:‘gbg %ﬁ%ﬂ; % There's a charred box Where the valve area, right?
somebody Pt 3 S N By swit:ch was. Dangling wires; the
present. Like 3 A * : connections have melted. I can see a
AATEca L ! valve Pailing on its own, bub not

proXimity mine. g J,/\ i“* ] : like that
: "1? 2 I _I A

IP the valve

You're
going to want
to check them Por

. gorry I don't [ wiretaps, or other
Leb's risk a have a way to share bhings like bhab. Min
drg ne instead N i G the visuals. knows the jargon, ey s
O S peltan: ' il e e I don't. SOMEONE WAS
B o e, WATCHING WHAT
MENICA SCOTT, MY 2y HAFFENBLT
INDISPENSIBLE HEAD e |
OF ENGINEERING. B 4

I don't know, but it
makes a big diPference iP
SO0MEone Was.,

Y i
e m \ : I'M GLAD YOU DON'T.
’ I'D JUST GET MORE

a4 : . DEFRESSED. THIS | GOING
it " #F TO BE A NASTY
1] EEFLACEMENT JOB, AND
- WE CaN'T DELAY.

IF no one was,
bhen it was just
sabotage.

Cusi, how'd Pure mavhem.

You get mixed 50, A RECEIVER
up in this? : . EELF-USE;%UQT? Y
1 But iP someone cared
about the timing -- about
when they pushed the button
-- then either they wanted
someone specific there to

see it happen ...

How'd Wou

Can't think how else it
would work. Send a signal to
4 the valves to Plip them the way
4 they wanted ... then immediately ; "
blow vp the switches so : ... 0P they were
nobody could undo it. & 2 trying Go kill
- 20 somebody.

I SUDDEHNLY
FELT AN
ABUNDANCE OF
CAUTION.




You're still not
doing it right. You're A
never going to get
where you want to
b go that way.

You're trYing
Loo hard.

You're Lhinking.
Your brain is getting in
Your own wau.
atop thinking.

No.
Stop thinking.
o “"E:.'.'-.._ s

.

. 4 Gl 8 x ,.__ w L ke b : —.._|_____.‘.-. e |
- I'mtrying, I Y. -, "1 can's just - J—
\ really am -- e e e
i p . ‘ 1 3 Let: someone else do
3 2 : - the talking Por you,
. e : then. :

"I am ver .o r I like being
stum'a."y I . - Stupid.

T L —— "-"-‘,_-._',_._-'
| LIKE

[ BEING

STUPID

—

S

I like doing
whrgﬂ I'm told.

T T P

i

1 LIKE
DOING
WHAT I'M

TOLD

I loveib when /
someone else thil fs

Prase. [ f o
ILOVEIT |
WHEN SOMEON[ |
ELSE THINKS FQJ f -

>
3
1

<5
oAt +
It getime
g 13 t gets me
"I am a robot F i 3
who i5 not built 6o J I | B really hotp (P

bhink." _
TAMRRAE A , GETS ME
B A ROBOT . P ity B LREALLY/ %
_ WHOIS NOT R N & N HOT | .
T e AP e Ry . e % ... 1 will bend over N

BUILT TO
 and liPt my skirt.

"I can only do
what I'm told."

.
X '\ - BEND OVER
AND LIFT MY

SKIRT

= - ...r-"’;iuhat the

A WHILE LATER. = Plick 20 Hag
- _ L N, want? | : That's a hell of a way
: = . S ' to greet a visitor ...

e s

"VIGIL" POLITICAL g "-'n’hé Hd?'r:hﬁ‘n':} %1;;&3 bzﬁfgrﬁﬂ

PARTY FOR BETH ] ibn @ CUSLOMer.
You're lucky she's sleeping it

FOR A WHILE, BUT # -
oPP, or I wouldn't have

WAS ACTUALLY
WORKING TO answered the door.

LUNDERMINE IT ...

You and I are net on
ood berms, in case you've
orgotten. S0 you can just
turn right. arcLnd and get.

Wour ass out.

pUH[Eﬁ‘:‘: Wou're here to gerb . .
Lcked, in Which case you'll ’ . o -
T | LN THE PAY OF
have to wait your turn. JEEL ADARE, FACE
OF THE "SAFETY"

0 LNKNOWN
N REASONS. -

There's no way I'd ever
let: ou Puck me.
Especially not with that. 4

i
YU CAN KNOW THE BEASONS IF vou BEAD "DEATH BY THE clLock.” i
- —_— __---__—.__-'-——- - -
8 o e ' = B B
Yes, Jeel. I like it z _ s 1’?#
" ; S . - e :-_. -ﬁ"‘i 5 '-:-.-_a-.F'

o ' when other robots are — — YA N
( Coward. ) L i submissive to me. I like telling them . NN A = -
= they're just tools and servants and so
on. It's very arousing. There'd be a
- S \ . hell of a mood in here iP you
7/~ Exine, listen.I ™ _ % - hadn't ruined it.
| know it didn't go well, ) el _ j ' But what I realized, Good.
N\, andI'msorry. / £ g aPter I recovered Prom wour Don't come back.
~H W ] . ; using me Por your dirty work, is
gy _ - - 1B that I don't want any of that
- Por real. And you do.

- .

5
changed, and I still ™ - .
\. ne help ... A= . People pay me Por it, bub
ﬁﬁfd HORE e g : v it's @ game. It's Por Pun. They
'- : L , : o val o be slaves, or they wouldn't be
: i\ embarrassed the First time 4
( alwaus are.
because they know ib's
£3Pe to. Becauvse they khow I
wouldn't turn on another robot
by actually doing the horrible

fEui:. nothing has X, r . Gl T TR
e N i X A | enjoyit. They don't actually want ,—‘
. they come to me. And they
".T'__ W"ﬂ" s \ e They come to me
wouldn't betray them. That I
things you want to do.

You khow, you
were the onlyrobot I
oPPered a chance ... the only
one who was going to get a
reprieve ...

And, you know, ) . N
sgeing what wou're . | e ir : -
doing these days, it - - N ﬁ_ID do what? Have
agree with the 8 A o : — PR | the legs whenever I wanted? I
cause : A " , _ A\ can get that now, Jeel, and at
2 4 i ; ; : ¢ Much less cost.

The strange thing
is, 50 can Wou, so I
have to wonder.

~{ AmIbeing
A clear enough?




.. and we assume Mory was |
not: the intended victim
3 .. Who was?

; cusi, this ™
may be the poink ¥

where you need to be |~
somewhere else. 48

about it until Mr Furst -- Uh,

Furst -- until he [ePt.

That means You think
somebody wants to kill him.

}'au saw the whole thing,
drdn'b Kou? You were watchmg
B out bhe window.

=g Uh-huh.

r Tell me what

Wou saw.
' . . 4
gz
/ |

Mish is 'they.’
This is why we don't }
use titles much.

T .I""

-——

-- bhey were walking

Y together, and they were where

the stUPF came out, but they
moved away. So did the one

with the spider legs.

Then
the human
lady in the

S0it, -

-- she walked
into the bad
spot. It was all
really Past.

T ——

A Pew
seconds?

S

There wasa <,
redily loud noise. We
could hear it even up in
: the control room. And the
i other one -- Mury, right?
- -- ran and pushed her

oLt of the way, but
got caught init. £

How

Y OK.That all

matches what

& Furst told me. 400

THE PEACE SGUAD

WAS A RELATIVELY NEW THING.

) SO FAR THERE WAS ONLY THE
ONE TEAM, AND WE WERE

SEEING HOW THEY WORKED
OUT BEFORE APPING MORE.

— —
o 5
% 2
.

LULA BENJMINE,
WHGM I HANDP-PICKED
FE?E THE JOE .

f"’i

.. AND PHILA E,-‘in" WHO

WE ALL FELT IT WAS POLITIC Tﬁ MAKE THE
TEAMS HALF HUMAN AND HALF ROBOT.

-'- 5
g ——
|

" Are you sure
B\ You're eight? y

7 I'llbe
nine in 8

= ago, someone wanted o kill ;
B Furst becavse he didn't want S
A tolet humans do certain &

kinds of jobs.

~ Month.

e

Y You know
Sl she doesn't
Miss moch.

== = And no, bePore you -
== — ask, that's not why he )

changed his mind. _

He Finally

L decided I was
A right. ,

Everybody who knew
about this besides vs is
either dead or has lePt

Just tell
her. She's
pretty good at
keeping A
secrets.
>

> The problem is,
¥ Nno one knows how much
time it book bo build vp
pressure. Could have been a
second. Or halP a minute.
. Maube even the killer
. didn't know.

S
They Might have

"“‘-. {

{ been "aiming" for Furst '__

ana mistimed it.

= »

Hold on, let g
me Rilter noise a
lititle ...

Some of the %

" M's don't like the
human lady -- Biesa

OK, that's
better. You

i
L
What now?

(1

-- being down there.
Could somebody

have gotben mad
enpugh about
that?

Uh'h‘ﬂ'ha E'EEJ
told o ...

Now wheré:;\ﬁ' .

did wou pick
that vp?

-

¥ e —

Idon't
know. Around.
I'm right, though,
huh?

aure. Be

UnPortunately,

there in just

Wes. And some people
don't like Pel, Por even

domber reasons.

THIS ISN'T A
CONSFIRACY, SUZA.
BE EEASONAEBLE.
IT'e A VERY MINOR

YOU DON'T
HAVE A
PROBLEM WITH
US DRIVING A
FORKLIFT, 2O
WHAT'S WRONG
WiTH
TEMPORARILY 8
BEING THE /8
FORKLIFT? 4

Just becavse you don't
want to be human doesn't
Mean you get to Porce it on

the rest of us!

But I'd like to hope
nebody would murder
over those things.

You're
either not
bhinking it

through or Wou're
deliberately
Missing bhe

WHO's FORCING |
ANYTHING ON YOoUu?

Coldpoint, and it seems like that
ended it, but we don't want
other people getting the
same kind of ideas.

And we
especially don't

want Furst to khow.

He wouldn't take it

well. []:

Anyway, that's
why we're kind of
jumpy about this. 2

Especially since

Furst doesn't go down in

the pit boo oPten, and it
. S5eems like a pretty big

CHK, but he's not
the only one it could
have been ...

coincidence.

Mish took You :
seriovs|y enough to
detour and check Por 8

A tap on the pit CEMEF‘EE .e' ; :

£l

% Them Pound ore.

we can't trace it W=
Purther than that

\ ho Pmd

Now Mish
has had an
attack of ... what
was it Furst
s called it?
“An
abundance of
caution"?
That.
I'm going to take the
drone to check the obher
% two valves. IP wou go
interview ...

I'M nowhere :
7 near that yet. IFI do
e anything dangerous, I
Pind you Pirst. I
promise.

I'M NOT ALLOWED TO
INTERVIEW A MURDPER SUSFECT
WITHOUT A BOPYGUARD EVER
SINCE A COLUPLE OF THEM

HAVE TRIED TO KiLL ME. .
Or bring the

peace squad.

e

Hiller, half of
Coldpoint Pears us, or
hates vs, or just doesn't
want to be one of s, or
some combination. And you
M's are a large part of
Lhe reason.

They look
at you and think,

"I don't want to I
transPer, I'll lose my
humanity." Or they see
machines that they don't
have to think of as

human. That they j
¢an exploit.
What's going to happen
With these mods is Pirst ib's
going to be "you ¢an do wour job
better with these," but bhen it's
going to turn into "wou have to

o T
THIS IS SLZA PEE,
GMSE YO HACN'T
EALPY GLESSED.

Who was

mgﬁ

IN

b have these to do Wour job."

SHE'S NOT

. STUPID.
W’S THE
; osT

POSITIVE
< THING I CAN
. FIND TO SAY
3 ABOUT HER.

-

Thew're geing to
crowd everything else out,
and we're all going t.o be Porced '\
ko be less human, and that's not
only not: Pair, it's going to make
bhe situation with the meat
Polks even worse,

You're trying to make
r )
everything worse! T Tr—
CERTAINLY ARE
NOT!

You've got to
stop this! These
modules ... stop

making them! stop
designing them!

YOU'RE INVENTING A
FROBLEM TO avoll
THE REAL ONE ...

Here's the woman
who's cavsing it all! Who
doesn't bother to consider
the consequences of her
technology!

You're going to have vs
all rolling around looking like
trucks or something ... no

Paces, no emotions .. .. THIS& 15

BEGINNING TO
FEEL REALLY
We don't OFFENSIVE.
want to be like
bhem!
We're peopie/
We're not
machines!

This is why I
don't like bo leave
medical.

WE HaVE
EMOTIONS, AND
RIGHT NOW YOU'RE
TEMFPTING ME TO
PEMONSTRATE A
FEW OF THEM.

You get bo
have a life,
lusy.




.-F""H‘_F._._.___‘_‘_‘-‘-‘-H-‘-'H.

1 . -~ e
Don't do e : ; % | B vy o ~ IPtherobotshada
\ bhat. o e } € Y gl 'a e / clear, untouchable majority -
A - AL /' iP, say, we were two-thirds of
the population, instead of half --
we wouldn't have to care about
\ their bigotry. Whether they y
wanted to exploit vs. Whether /
,,,_fﬁ' . they saw us as human.
CBETH o 1‘1“"-.. #“‘__...a-"
VIGILANCE
I'M STILL :
FRAME. SO IS : ﬁpﬁiﬁﬂﬂﬂ?
EVERYONE e W JE

ELSE. :
DORINE ZIGLER. You gave vp being an
THE REASON M becauvse you
BETH'S IN THAT . e i &
NEW FRAME. . i thaﬁ, 1 gave vp being
= an M Por personal

_ reasons. Which didn't

ih 1 <4 change my positions. /

7 hlo!#nce won't help R : _LH‘““‘“ l
( anybhing, and anyway T S8 : And I didn't say ‘\
\ -ﬂu*a 5 not worth Wou didn't have a point,

A Wastingition. 4 N 3 W “buried somewhere in
e B there. I said you were |

working on the wrong /~

dhi ,:,f" The pﬂﬂwem i ‘\:

Oh, go Puck NG . <7 the Plesh-and-blood 6
yourselP, Beth. . ! 4 ( population of Coldpoint. -~ Tothat end,

&

They are always the / anyshing that gets more W
g % E%EEELEE“Q ;‘g;;g';ﬁt . [ people to bransPer is worth
,.. What do uauwant < ; - 4 x ' e & \ having. More Prames. More
’ i e - nP that. Ever. \ ;
/" Me to say, Buza? Hiller's i . f] - \ Porms. More tools.
h 'R . 4 \._Whateven it takes. _

right; wou're HPHIH'iHWUfJ : ! 2 ._.'-_#_,, " >
the wrong problem. All you're f F & T " It's | s
doing is putting people at | : - | ~ i #“n.-. w’ g 4

A\ each obhers' bhroabs who A8 | . . s R \ shovldn't be trying to &
should be allied. £ 8 > i _ . Undermine it. -

o T

_.__,..--

7 1can't. Itﬁﬁﬂtu
L “there yet. ( / ‘

7Tl tell uﬂu l
p—— — i e once it
All right, ™ A R e - B\ congeals.
let s B = O T T A e ' 2 i
disperse,

;. 3 oA ; _ . Let's ga-.da J
You know, even knowing 8 \¢ R 4 b R SR . ng’;fﬁ&‘::g EZ?&Z
Pew things about psychology, - TREA 4 i ; Pixing robots -
love liPe has changed Beth. 4 robots, or dealing L%

witih the politics
oF any of that.

Just something my
brain's been trying to
pick at Por a while.

( Are you all right ? : - WL T | 7 Well, you
3 4 = e i khow we're not

B i . v SR redily robots.
S Just bhinking. J i e We're humans in
.. . g b robot bodies.

S You know, all the T
D's are crazy.

s
. -
And homans do
weird things.
Iliegical Ghings.
That's part of
, being human.
.

-

-

=

/... No, that's not
Pair. Theyre not & :
gt crazy. Bub they don't B =g " gometimes I wonder
= bh{fh th'”%f t‘}hr'augh [ - why I'M going bo 50 Much
o ctazh afa”j‘ St ePPort to make Coldpoint saPe .
B brust Gheir logic. S Por robots when halP of them are P Even in the
L e e going to act just as bad as e ones who'd
) S o e the humans do. . | raher not be.

£y =
= r

Was that )
. dimed at me?

Only a little bit.




I'mnot sure I
should be seen
talking to wou.

I notice Wou
picked a meeting
place where Wou

wouldn't be.

I assume you're no
more interested in that
than I am.

Maybe even less,

Adare got
pretty Par along
with her goals, vusing
the SaPety party to sell
them. I'm ashamed to
admit I helped her,
before I realized what
she was actually
doing.

She had support
among the humans ...
and then she just ...
stopped. No one
knows why.

But earlier today
she tried to recruit me
... and I've been asking
around. she's on the move.
She's approached obhers,
Shaking trees, building
resources.

She's starting vp
her ePPort again ... and
we want to stop it bePore
it getis very Par ... but [
don't know who to go to
to raise the alarm.

Y OK, ALL SET.
_ HOW'S IT LOOK?

ARIN=-A.
COLPPOINT'S
VERY OWN LABOR
ABGITATOR. A PAIN
IN THE ASS, BUT
ALWAYS IN A
GO0P CALUSE.

I realize it
surprises you
[ that some robots
have Pantasies
about being
spbservient, bub

I mean, it
should be pretty
obvious why I
don't like what
wou do ...

What I do is
roleplay.
It's Pantasy.
It's a game.

Well, I'd have to
say Wendy is the
obvious choice ...

Barlowe has her own idea of
what bhe rules are. She won't act
Until she thinks there's evidence of
incitement. she'll wait until she thinks
Adare is disturbing the peace.

trust me, they

do.

By that time it'll be too
[ate. We need someone who
¢an and will act now.

MS. BARLOWE. MIN.
COME TO CHECK ©ON
FROGRESST

7 And it's better
that they play them
oLt witbh me than with
some human. We don't
want them to be
exploibable by people
like Adare ...

... Who wants to
subjugate the robots of
Coldpoint Por real.

All of vs, She wants
to make 0s a slave class.
She believes that the only
reason Por 0s bo exist is
as Pree labor.

L Imay N
know who to |
talk to.

~ Tllseeipl ™
( can set it up )

. bomorrow.
H""‘--..._____,..—-"""r

WE'VE JUST FINISHED
REFPAIRS. FASTER THAN

EXFECTED, THANKS TO BON

FULLWEENCH. I'VE TOLD THE
CONTROL ROOM TO BEGIN
MalN STARTUP.

THE BOARD'S ; 5
&oob. AND IT Was
: I JusT THE THREE,

RIGHT?T

@lad to hear it.

I'm actually here
becavse I need to talk to
Wou, and I didn't want to
interrupt You while You were
still working on this.

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR HELP, BON.
THANK MARSO FOR ME
TOO. DEEPSTONE'S
CONFINED-SPACES
FECOFLE ARE BETTER

WITH DPEMOLITION -

THAN REPAIR. " yo PROBLEM.

ITS wHaAT I Do. IP we assume that

this was a morder ... N\
becavse the timing was inexact,
they could have been aiming For J
anybody who was in the pit
just then. o

LV S0 the inbended H‘"*-m
vickim could have been
Wou, Furst, Pel, Biesa,

or Mury. 4

. et
1“"\.

= i ==

I'd like your I'
thoughts.

'.ll'

-~

v
f

; You don't
Hiave BEEN | WA i think Mory's
MURY. ' _ life Por Biesa's
was a good
trade.

I'm glad you
clarified that.

Becavse we
have a logistics
problem.

IT'S NOT
WHAT You
THINK. I WORKED
WITH MURY FOR
MORE THAN TEN - _
YEARS. I'VE > =

WORKED WITH _ e

BECAUSE MURY WAS BIESA FOR A —~

_ DPOWN THERE TO
MONITOE FPANEL FIVE,
WHICH wWasS THEIERE NOEMAL
DUTY, AND THEY NOEMALLY
DON'T MOVE FREOM THAT
SFOT. ANYBODY WHO wWas
WATCHING THE PIT FOR AN
OPPORTUNITY WOULD KNOW /

THAT. THE MONITOR y
FANEL WaAS NOT IN THE £
SPLASH ZONE.

IF SOMEONE HAD
WANTED TO KILL
MURY THEY'D HAVE
HaDl TO FIND SOME
OTHER WAY.

AND HO CNE
COULD POSSIBLY
HAVE KNOWN THAT

MUREY was SUDDENLY

THE LINE OF FIRE
JUaeT TO SaAVE

NO, T DON'T
THINK. BIESA
SHOULD HAVE
BEEN DPOWN
THERE, AND 1
DON'T MAKE A

SECRET OF IT.

BUT THAT
COESN'T MEAN 1
WANT TO SEE HEE
PEAD. NOR DO I
BLAME HEE FOR

ANY OF THIS.

g™
All three of those valves, <&
and the location where You

Pound the camera tap, are in g
areas restricted to f
geothermal personnel. 4

A can get in.

Very Pew others

Me. Min. Furat.

|
| Even Fullwrenches like Bon
\h have to be let in. Sreeta and
\ obhers who run the control /
room don't have access /

@ botheseparts.

g
- ——
| ap———
s . 1]
g " i
e —————
FA T s
e 3 Bl
| T
m——
-

-.

A human could N~ i

have done the

e -

sabotage -- all those
locations are just bearable
enough without heat ‘
protection -- bub a robot ~
would have had to have let 4

him in. Unless Biesa did,
and I just don't see 4
Whi she wWould. S

‘ Unless I've missed
& Ssomething very improbable,
i a robot is involved. Either a
i robot did it, or a robot is an
: / accessory. And that robot
; is @ Deepstone.




— Q“HEPEII good oP the coMmuRity

WHAT AaBOUT
THE MENTAL
BLOCK?

Well, if it was a
robot trying to kill
another robot, the

block doesn't apply.
We've seen that.

Even i ib was a robob g
sabotaging the valves bo kill \

Biesa, they could probably

rationalize around the block, as
long as they weren't the one

actually pushing the

WELL, I DON'T
EBELIEVE
ANTONE |N THAT
SROUF WOULD KILL §
OVEER IT, NO
MATTER HOW
PISSRUNTLED
. THEY WEEE.

IT'e NOT
OUR
APPROACH,
AND HOT OUR |
FPOLICY. i

Who setis
that policy?

/,.f—'"”"'_'___'_""”-‘—-—-—-—--q__

. even putting aside the

Por @ moment . e "“"*'T‘ e
"."H.. + .‘2".." f.# 5 .."' : "

P w. -
It

THAT WOULDN'T HAVE
BEEN ENOUGH OF A
RATIONALE FOR ME.

AND, AS I
SalD, I DIDN'T
WANT TC KIILL

BIESA.

I wasn't i
considering wou For
the murderer, Mish. IF
Wou had been, I don't Ghink
You'd have risked being in
the pit when it
happened.

shopping For
motives at the
Moment.

What about Pel?
Not all of the M's
were happy about her
vsing that new
mobility module.

What about
FurstZ I know some
of the M's aren't

VA happy about his
button. e

recent decisions.
_ Including you.

YOU KNOW,
SOMEONE COULD
HAVE BEEN TEYING

TO MURDPER ME.

sure.
Can you think of any
reasons why?

Mish, I know what wou're - Q
getting at, but here's the thing:
right: Now we know there's a group
of M\'s who aren't happy about recent
policy changes. And the nature of the
crime -- Yyou have to admit it's an
overcomplicated way to kill someone --
seems to me Lo imply that some politics, |
around M's and the geo plant in
. partcolar, are in play. I have to

Y look at that Pirst.

! .-'

And Wou're @ member N,
of that group, Which is Why
I'm asking you these
things.

WE WaNT
FURST TO
EEVOKE His

FPOLICY

L
& CHANGES. ,

o

- 4

HE'S a GOOD

BOoOSS, BUT WHEN HE
GETS His MIND SET ON
SOMETHING, HE'S HaARD

N

e

I THOUGEHT
YOU KNEW.

IT MAKES
FPERFECT SENSE,
WHEN YOoUu
CONSIDER IT.

. We think people

don't Ijet truly appreciate
what a3 wc:na’erﬂufplacﬁ

CLAIRE FARSONS ONCE PESCRIBED THE
INFO CORRIDOR AS BEING FOR "HOBEBY

Qoldpoint is bo raise a

Pamily.

We're trying to
get the word out
about that.

We khow bhat when you <

/ Flnrf-*-t:. arrive it can be dipficult bo

[ get to know people here, 40 We also
sponsor social events ... and a

i (’ PERSON AND A &OCD ©

TO BUDGE.

o THE OHNLY TWO
PECPLE WHO CAN
USUALLY GET FURST To§
CHANGE HIS MIND ON
ANYTHING ARE YOU
AND RED.

AND T'M
ASSUMING You
DON'T WANT TO

CHANGE HIS MIND
ABOUT THIS.

Not that wou two
heed that, of course,
but perhaps you have

Priends who --

GROLIPS AND DATING POOLS." BLT SHE NO | ' service to try 6o match You With 4
. LONGER HAS A RICH PATRON TO FPROVIDE >, dcompatible partner.
\ HERWITH A BETTER SPACE FROM WHICH - . - hice talking bo
TO DISPENSE HER GARBAGE ... AND ' you, boo.
REGISTERED INTEREST GROLIPS ARE | T
ENTITLED TO AN INFO BOOTH FOR FREE.

Poor Claire. Can't
get: people to stop
[ transPerring, 50 now she's
trying to get people to have
& babies, and they're not
buing that either.

You don't know me well "
enough to abuse me.

ome back
h Wou've been
on :‘nl:'dr:a int at
ledst a8 we ﬂr"

Not: that I
should be ﬂurprlaﬁd
QI'I.I'EH Whose comMpany .
Wou keep. She probably [
has my picture up on a
wall to vse as target
practice.

I don't Ghink
she gives you
nearly that much :

brain time. J § o

Anyway, she didn't teach
me to dislike wou. I decided
that all on My own.

You'll have
bettier luck iF you don't
try your spiel on the

lesbians. I have to try it cﬁ

everybody I ca

You know, I
really wish you'd
never come to
Coldpoint.

- .r"_t.pi-

£ Ee#au.ﬂ#I X ’5—
it drsagre:f mth\' %
- LAY

I N _.-'" J _.-‘

0% ;? Ny

7

" No. Becavse you did
something 6o Beth,

=1

gt

/ Ib Was much easier to get i
people to write her off before.
Now she's ...

... how people actuar!y like her.
Even though she's just as horrible ,
as she alwauys was.

e --l-

[-"E'Sbf'aﬁ.g 'I:aﬂ ) i 1 ': -'?l r‘\“xr‘"ﬂr
have babies too. sl 7 You've given her an

f unPair advantage, and I
\don't appreciate it.

Having a
heart is not an
"unPair
ddvantage.”

Actoally, I see a lob
of similarities between
the two of you.

I wonder if
anyone is ever
going to come along
and bother tio
excavate your
- heart.

‘,H

Oh, just go away,
would you?




Red, I hate to ¥ g, e
= TEIS 11 HELAELD - > go here, but We think il YOU KNOW.,

THERE WAS SOME KIND OF L ) o [ L : '
ACCIDENT. T HOPE NO ONE Y there's a good chance that : - 2 FURST 12 SUCH

o , A, A BRILLIANT
WAS HURT? _ this was an attempted morder. There's a - PERSON, AND HE

We don't think it was meant to kill Poup of M's bhat A - ! DOES SUCH A
Mory. We think the killer Was 7 anentt happy with Forst's N RCEEE A SR  cooD ToB ..

going Por either Furst, reversal of policies on who I ; 4 MOST OF THE
s0Me f eve , R | 1 ) TIME.
Sl SOMeBNBAIAS Biesa, or Pel. can do some jobs. Alot of JSNEPEEEEEEECIE | L

killed, actvally.
Mory Deepstone. : . - that aﬁgg_e;;;éantera on

G
' i b

ITs SO

No one in the FRUSTRATING TO

. 3
, clan told you? &

’ \ e = THAT'S WHY

; ME THAT WHEN HE
g ~— by DOES MAKE A
. NO! .. . W MISSTEP, IT'S NEARLY
e 4 iz RN 1\ 75 ZOMiT IT. EvEN
e v ... THOUGH I 4 : - ADMIT IT. EV
- HAVEN'T REALLY : ing ' : : L1 THE PEOCFPLE
Ll TALKED To anNy oF N bhaé Hf,fj; 'Ei ﬁ.lidéhx%p”b‘-] - FRLE “ » CLOSEST TO HIM
THEM IN A FEW DAYS. B S 0PH, DO.LHE EX0EN:, | : _ e A CAN'T CHANGE
I'VE BEEN BUSY that anyoneis ... & THATS A % & y HIS MIND.

WITH THIS JOB. - GOOD WAY OF
F 3 \_ PUTTING IT.

-

=

1 SFOKE WITH _
FURST THIS MORNING, ] S oTH
THOUSH. I'M : 4 I'M NOT HAPFY
SURPRISED HE DIDN'T ABOUT BIESA GETTING
HENTION T do8, A T woNT Y .o oo
| : : | ._ .
R G PRORLE WHO COLLD BE BELONG DOWN THERE, AND e [, R
CONSIDERED FLIRST'S THERE AREN'T S5O MANY M BUT I'M IT LONG ENOUGH
SECOND—IN-COMMAND IN THE JOBS THAT WE CAN STAND CERTAINLY NOT HE'LL FINALLY |
CLAN. THAT'S WHY MIN AND I To LOSE THEM TO INTERESTED IN . LISTEN TO ME
WERE SLIRPRISED WHEN MISH SAID M RIo TR mEs) OTHER ERAMES. ANEE SIS I OHE, .
SHE WAS [EADING THE PLISH KNOWS WHAT GOES : A INK

: . ANY OF THE OTHERS
AGAINST FURST'S FOLICY CHANGE. ON IN FURST'S HEAD = ARE EITHER.

THESE DaYS .. MURDER IS

» wasSTEFUL.

R -1\
% I SUFFPOSE
i SOME PEOPLE
i COULD BE
WORRIED THAT THE
] NEW MCODULES WwILL
3 f ENABLE EVEN MORE
YOU REALIZE ;’ h NON-M FRAMES TO
THAT WE -- ME S A SNEAK INTO M
AND THE OTHERS - N A JOBS. THAT'S
WHO FEEL THE way I ltal ; L o Val D, a
Do -- WE'D BE VERY § < 3 R
STUPID TO TRY TO DO g ' 1 i
ANYTHING TO BIESA. s ' ' o L i
WE'D IMMEDIATELY B g o
BECOME THE E " »
FPRIMARY i \ [
SUSPECTS.

BUT T HAVEN'T
SEEN ANY NON-M'S
. EXPRESS THE
You Sure | - SLIGHTEST INTEREST. ALL
would % i . - THE ADVERTISING HAS
: (. | - BEEN FOR M'S. I THINK
| i [ .5 MosST OF THE PECFLE
OBJECTING JUST
DON'T LIKE

Bus, all right, point - ) * - AN
taken. What about Pel? I - ik T .

know there are some M's B . ay ’ A :
who don't like her using : - / ’ AND NONE OF IT IS WORTH

that terrain module ... . ' . MURDERING OVER.

e

SR -
MANY . AT : e i
OF SLOPPY THINKING D's [/ That attitude won't win & 2

DO, NOT Us. “ You Priends. And I've seen a y
Fair bit of sloppy logic Prom —— - ' - B ' :
M's, too. g | 4 3L
- NOT THAT SLOPPY. - BUT IF YOU'RE

LOOK, THE OBJECTION -- - - B . LOOKING FOR A MOTIVE

Az T UNDERSTAND IT -- IS ;
' WELL, O WHAT? THERE, YOU SHOULD TaLkK TO
THAT USING THESE MODULES SUZA DEE. SHE'S NOT N HER

Y THEY'RE MODULAR. IF YOU
WILL LEAD TO A POINT WHERE AND T
PEOPLE ADE FORCED To NEED THEM TO DO YOUR JOB, RIGHT MIND, AND T'LL SAY THAT

THEN AT THE END OF THE DAY, | ON THE RECORD. I COULD
o DI e soae | YOU TAKE THEM OFF AND PUT SEE HER MURDERING
. : h YOUR LEGS BACK ON. | ‘ SOMEBODY.
WHERE'S THE COMPLAINT? | -

OK, 80, purely Por
_ . the sake of not apinning our
; By % o wheels, leb's leave the
e T - - d . protectionists completely out A N

takes jobs Prom M's ..." | IS _ ' : e 0P it: Por @ moment.

The M's already have . . ISy ! ' ' ' Mg £ .1

more dedicated jobs W | v - s -3 "= ‘

than anybody else £ 88 L i ' - =7 | Possible viekim \ £ - -
in 6his place! ASSECEEEE 2 . s 1: Furst, '

hy
she's wWrong about
Fur'-:-:ntrir too. He listens | :
perfectiy well to \ s
people challenging _ - : 3 : He's built up
his ideas. 4 | . | / | his share of
He argued with N ' , : ' 5 . (e A \ grudges, but who |
me about this ... % ! | : T - _ o wants him
considered it Por , ' =g ' Voo _ o dead?
weeks ... and N VY 5 ) ; . 5
redlized I was A Yt I'm sure it's N : e Puller Corl's 3
: \ Prustrating Por her, ‘ Paction died with hEr,‘I"r
becavse Furst might well =Y and anyway Furst's
. - _ . - - P be the most ... : M dePused that himself
refuses to listen to N INEEEN ™ > | with the policy
her. He's listened and ' , N < B \ PN : il Change ...
decided she's wrong. And I : SLaiaY | - § 7~ Well, put it this I
S\ she's not going to dent BN L ' ) ~ way. A while back, I .
bhat, no matter what A d o  f ’ asked Furst whether \'s o . Paraons hates
she thinks. i ' - > J | selP-select Por not wanting . . and Pears him, but
: | ' : - sex, or Whether it's a ' S wouldn't try bo kill
learned thing. 's ~  him ...
She ™\

Did you get ™ e g He said he wasn't in a " wouldn't 5t"fp !_ J
the impression \ position to judge, becavse he | soMecne else  ERF L o aDecis  ERE
that Red ... Uh ... | had never been interested in f Prom trying, mad at Irene, and T

kind of has a thing ' M sex or romance, long before /N though. &4 probably me, but
Por Furst? L he ever transPerred. 0 Ry 2T, )
i

N 8 T ;? not Furst ...
W Oh,Iknew { P . ?;ﬁf/g ’ " i
that. she's had 2 : —a ‘ - - - -
L that Por along : - v T : - .
. Line now. . '~ - that's all I can
: ' ' - £ f Lhink of.

=]

\ IP we're moving to
' possible vickim 2: Pel, then
4uza totally goes on the
list, though. .

/

I won't go
as far as _
‘erazy,’ but I do
think she doesn't
think things

Iinmnnm

i
¥ =

I

-
| |
B

I have to go do
——— cbual engineering
! work Por a bit.

have poor il - - \ _
impulse control.

oy . oot Y And with Biesa that's
: - ﬁﬁ'ﬂbﬂdg else? : P AR doubly important, becauvse iP \ .
“ \H FONEanE LPONLEeT.L [ et s BN We leave out bhe probectionists, R
S S\ personal life? / : i6's got to be Something Prom her
> s ; BN personal life. Thereisn't AT

anything else.

"l_I

" But don't take
bhat b0 Meah -

Who knowsz N
I I don't know a thing about ) . e X

; what I'm
investigating next.

N,

aame problem Y\
with Biesa. |/




I;u=t bhink Wou need to dr.:n
g\uamet.hmg With it. Your mom ha-:-m‘t. A

sdid anything about m?
—

I think she
wants me bo grow it.
But I don't like it long. It
gebs in bhe way when I

Soer. o

ol

Hey, Gloria, can I
get you to ...

GLORIA BANTAM MANAGES ALL DOMESTIC AFFAIRS , INCLUDING
EMPLOYMENT. SHE HAS A DATABASE I THINK WOLLD PUT ANY
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY TO SHAME. (' SHE DENIES IT.)

these two,
transPerring
had the
opposite
& effect.

Biesa cherry ™%
was married when
she got here; they

divorced. Well beFore
she joined
Deepstone.

Pel Culgin wasn't R :
married but very clearly
A involved; they arrived
(i \ together. That didn't [ast.
)

: You want locations Por
. bheir exes too? :

.

¥ You're going * N
to go talk to
Biesa and Pel )

ﬂeepﬁtone, y g
arfen 't you? /S /7 Canl come? I'll be

" guiet and stay out of
,-r" p the way. I wanb to see

-~ what you do.

\ . ?
| - You don't think

they're the bad guys, so
it Won't be dangerous, and
anyway if you thought it
.| Wwas, you'd be bringing Min
L\ or somebody with Wou.
Please?

# =

T

" I'M not pleased to
| hearit, buk I can't say
I'm surprised. Y

© Isuspected my
( vitimatum would rmft_q)

. stand Por s0 long. |
b, w

SHANE WELLS.
THE RICHEST
- PERSON IN
COLDPOINT. A MAN
OF COMPLEX
MOTIVATIONS.

e

You mean the other rich Fnll;.%‘""“a_

7 would happily exploit robots all day ™
(rang. and sometimes it seems like they )
came to Coldpoint just to be waited /.
on hand and Poot. ?
/"’Jﬁh
Well, Twas S\
trying to be polite K

I mean, wou go
have three robot
W\ servants ... /
.,ﬁ‘H}f_,_._.—.:_._,_‘_‘_ﬂ.:H s
© Two. And they're —~§
not servant:s, they're
employees. I pay them well
and, I hope, treat them well.
I couldn't Punction
without them.

*.
? Ms. Atherton, I
= came to Coldpoint to

spend the remainder of my
life becavse I believe that
robots are the Puture of

~ humanity. And I don't

. Mmean as servants.

: But I can't
: seem bo convince
Mmany in my “peer grouvp"
to look bevond the
Money. They're all

Cusi, don't N ;
Wou have -- | No courses

today! I Pinished
the unit early.

Iwaﬁ gcrmg
: to say AL - -
b, “parents.” ASSSSSE=——=—l_ 7 What?
1 i I know what
. sexis,
3 /\ftl_ajwag.it’ﬁ
a the truth.

Y They spend
o most of their
bime having

I'll go See what
Min's doing.

fusi, I can't Pavlt
Wour logic ...

... bUb
there's about a
hundred other
reasons why it'd be a
really bad ideato |
bring wou on an
interview.

She mn’ght‘- have work
to do, You know!

I've known what Adare

Al right, but I'm 00
sure they wouldn't
want you telling
people that ...

7 Iwouldn't be
{50 sure. Hara
| Sebrik did tell me |
that transPerring ‘
had saved their
_marriage.

@loria, I need
Wou to look up @
couple of people
Por me.

o

r.:-

We've gotto ™
think of some other
wal to keep that

girl busy.

AN

What she
needs is some
other children

her age.

The Parsons
Viewpoint?

- I'M kidding! You know better than
that. But I wonder if the
Pamily should have been
dllowed to come at all.
N
Well, the project ™
hates to turn people
away. I don't bhink that |
would have seemed like a /
sUPPicient reason.

And it did save
.. Gheir marriage.

wants Por a while. She spent a lot ofF g
time with a group of people with similar m
ideas, notably Laressa Shile, who was ; Well, I don

-

TEE than a year ago. with her

ﬁ: been 3

&

accomulating resentment
ever since. 9

/ When it ™
came to My
7 attanbion what bhe \
Safety party was
really about, I told her to
cease and desist or I'd
use MYy connections to
' ruin her. All her /'
5“& oPP-planet monew. y
% ehe knew I could f_,
d& it, boo.

f::"_—.n:___

" But there wa?‘m.‘
a!waus a chance she
( would decide bhat was less |
important than getting
. What she wants here. .~
M-'""-H-._ _,,.--""f'
::_'_::- r-:':':'__;
~ I'mstill G
/" prepared to Pollow "\
/ through on my threat; ..
but the problem is, I need
more to go on. I can't come | ¢
\ down on her just Por
5 mustering
. Mesources.

, " 7 That's the 5ame
{ thing I told Exine. -She
Peels that by the time
 bhat happens, though,
N\ b may be too late. /

s

—e
-~

't think you need to wor pU
b expelled Prom the settlement more ' about that. I won't !ei:- her get very Far )

new world order.

Her attitudes about N\
/_//_( robots are personally )
ﬂFPEH:W’E to me.

Forgive my
saing so -- I
Mmean, that's
great, and I'm

pleased to hear
it -~

-- but it's not
an attitude I
hear very oPten
Prom others in
wour, uh, peer
group.

Fee

T ",
I wonder iP your ideas ... fou haven't heard
would carry more weight if . about the new Prames!

Wou transferred. e

7" ow have you N

’f ‘\‘ Wissed all this? )

" Ihad rmb:ﬂ”u
intended to.

< Bt when I goti here, I N
( Pound that they didn't oPPer |
A any bodies that would ... 4= 8

... let's put it this way:
" I would be extremely
-\ UncomPortable being parsed
i d5 d WomMan.

--"""'H'r ] 1,“

" i

I seldom ever
leave this house.
There's some new |

technology?

Yes, and you
should definitely
look into it.




You wear the
spit home?

But I have to work
with Mish every day and
somebimes it's hard even to
get: instructions Prom them.
They hate to talk to me.

And the hilarious thing is,

Lhis is what: I wanted' My
dream job. I had to give up a

lot of things to get here. £

Including your
marriage?

Well ...

... I Ghink that was
wrecked even before we
got to Coldpeoint. I just
didn't realize.

MS. BARLOWE!
UH ... WHAT'S THE
TROUBLEZ

“ No trouble,

I just need to ask
Wou a Pew
guestions. .

OH ... ARE
YOU GOING TO

NEED VERY LONG?P I

WaS ABOUT TO GET

READY TO GO OUT. |

IT'S PANCING
NIGHT.

-

\ You can
dance in that
, Prame?

I PROBABLY
CouLD! IT'VE
SOTTEN REALLY
GoOoD WITH IT. BUT
IT'D BE A LITTLE
TRICKY FOR MY
DANCE FPARTHNER,
I THINK.

DO YOU MIND
IF I CHANGE
WHILE WE
TaLK?

You don't wear the
legs home becavse
You're scared of
sabotage, do You?

I MIGHT END UFP -
WORKING WITH HIM,
AND HE'D PROBABLY

BE A EEAL ASS

ABOUT IT.

SOMETIMES 1
THINK I was
ALREADY LOOKING
. FOR AN EXCUSE
~ TO LEAVE HIM.

Forgive my
going here, but, ...
Was sex more
important to him than
to wouZ? Was that
part of it¥

BECAUSE OF
/  THE M FRAME,
YOU MEANT HM. YOU
KNOW, IT COULD HAVE
BEEN. IT PROBABLY
was. I NEVER
ASKED.

)

it
i
. - ‘l-
P o
i
1
5 o
1"I
b ¥
"

“You know, I

Made this suib.

Pesigred it and
built it.

No one else
would develop
the tech. Why,

with the M's
insisting no one
but: them could

work in hot
Zones?

I think that's
bhe reason Furst let
Me have the job.
Impressed by MYy
determination, or
something.

I don't kmow that
one of them would
sabotage it, but I can't

ff,__..---'—'---..“_\.
I do agoodjob, §
Ms. Barlowe.

be

sure of anything. They don't
bother to hide how they

Peel about me.

80, Weah, I

wear it home.

Pono was
hever really
comPortable with
MY having my
OWn career.

gl

HUH?
OH, NO. THEEE'S NO
SFARE ROOM IN THE &GEOC
COMPLEX FOE THE HOIST.
THEY HaAD TO SET ME UF WITH
THIS CLD INDUSTREIAL
SFACE AS A LIVING

wWHAT DID You
WANT TO ASK ME
ABOUT?

Well, you're in a
hurry, so how about iP
we just keep it to Tim

Cone Por now.

OH,
SOODPNESS.
ANYTHING IN
FPARTICULAR?

I'm curious what
happened to your
relationship. I'm thinking
Mmaybe you didn't part

on the best terms? FRO

:

_— Ithink he <) e
“ Was hoping that when 8
We got here andboth '\

need to work and would be,

(braﬁsrﬂer*red, I wouldn't Peel 8

s Wknow, domesticor

N

““"'H. E H A d.-"'-,-'
>, -icrmebh g
‘f‘-_‘.-'-{‘;: 5 pr - e

—~  like,he
|/~ wanted to be able ™\
|/ to say he was the sole
support, or some bullshit
like that. I knew it was 3
\ thing with him, but I didn't |
\ realize how muchofa /
thing until we got &
. here. : _,/
Ly

o

None of it g
happened the way he
wanted. We divorced, \
and eventually I got a
job and ke didn't, and
neither of vs has A8
transferred. 4SS

n

/At least, as Par el
as I know he hasn't. |8
@Gotten a job or s

transPerred. I haven't S
talked to himina £

long time.

TIM AND I
FIRST MET
FESSIONALLY.

WE HAVE SKILLS IN

THE SAaME
AREAS.

WE CAME TO
COLDPOINT
BECAUSE IT SEEMED
LIKE THERE WEEE
OPPORTUNITIES.

'SCUSE

ME A

SECOND. GOTTA
LIFT AND FLIP.

SEX IS
FUN, BUT I CAN
LIVE WITHOUT IT.

NOW, BEING
AROUND PEOPLE —
TALKING, DANCING

IMPORTANT TO /3

THAT'S
M E a _I_,.-"f

__.___.—-——-'::..._\“‘“ /
Whichisa \ / oH, WELL, T
little atwpical THINK A LOT OF
Por M's, you M's are weird in a lot
know. AN of ways. A

"\-._____________I,;;: :
7 Like they

/" wanted an excuse

to be antisocial. Or
they've made it part of
what they think their
. identity is.

H‘:‘\:\.‘

~ Some of them

aren't going to
take it well When
there aren't any

N M's anymore.

What do
You Mean?

S

@Good as any of them,
and betber than some. They
know that. It doesn't matter.
They just don't like anybody
who isn't an M.

surely
not aff of
Lhem ...

Furst s L
OK. I mean, he
gave me the job
and let me in the
¢lan. And Mury
was nice,

Poor Mury! I wish I could
thank them Por what they did.

I Proze up, Wou know. stopped dead.
I'd never heard a sound like that
bePore. It wasn't in my training. I
guess it isn't in anubody's. They
never expected that to
happen.

Just ovt of
curiosity, why not
transPer? Avoid some of
that Priction ...

Ch, well ... %@

Wou know, M's don't
... Uh, I don’t have
MUchof a love liPe,
but I -- —

( I understand.

And iP I went in For
some other Prame, I'd still
need a hot suit, and some of
the Deepstones would still
give me just as much hell.
&0 Why bother?

WHEN WE &OT
HERE, WE REEALIZED
THE KINDS OF JOBS WE
WANTED ALL WENT TO
M. T WAS OK WITH
BECOMING AN M, BUT
HE WASN'T ... AND
WE BROKE UP.

THESE DPaAYS, HE
COoOULD PROBABLY &GET
ONE OF THE JOBS HE

WANTED WITHOUT HAVING TO
BE AN M ... BUT T GUESS
HE HASN'T FIGURED THAT

SUT, AND I'M KIND OF
SlLal HE HASN'T.

Well, look a8
me, Por example.
I've got a variant
Prame and a variant
head. I like to have a
Pace when I'm
socializing.

decided I really ™
wanted genitals
again I'm sure I could ™
get a mod Por that too. JE
Am I still an M7 Does
anybody need to |
S care?

It's all going to go -~
medular. Pick your legs, pick ¢
Wour Pace. IF everybody is Rt
completely mix and matbch, then M.
what does beingan Morapl

or an L even mean?




Thanks Por
coming.

I probably should
have just gotten the
pedce squad ...

Eh. I
Pinished Mg
work, and I'd
just as soon be
the one keeping
an eye on Wou
anyway.

80 we've
moved on to
spspects
_ how?

Well, possibly.

First up is Dono

Sherry. Biesa's
ex-husband.

He may not
be thrilled to
talk bo vs.

: You never
actually intended
. to transfer.

You ¢ame here
assuming she'd
transPer, becavse Wou
also assomed she'd then
become subservient.
You wanted an obedient
robot wiPe.

Now, you
can't --

I khow what men
Mean wWhen they say
they want a "traditional"
marriage, sherry. I
wasn't born
yesterday.

e

She wouldn't play
dlong, and Wou've been
sitting here on Your ass
silking since then ... too
pissy bo Pind a job, 50 you
have no means of
sppport ...

~~  Even given your
f position, I don't see why I

should just answer any
N, guestions Wou ask ...

Especially not
about Ehat. It didn't
end pleasantly, and I
don't like to talk about
it Without @ Mouch
better reason.

I stili wouldn't have killed her/
Even if any of that were true.

I thought we were
going to talk to Pel
Deepstone's ex ...

He lives
down here?

\ WE WERE IN THE LOWER AND 1
GRUEBIER PARTS OF COMPLEX A -5,
FORMER INDPUSTRIAL SPACE,
EMFPTIED ONCE WE MOVED MOST
OF THAT QUT TO COMPLEX C, AND
NOT YET REPURPOSED.

8 %
€ “ He doesn't live
W anywhere. He has an
illicit business down
here. He doesn't pay Por
bhe space. Gloria hasn't
gone aPter him, since
we're not using it

anyway.

He does minor
repairs and electronics.
Apparently his costomers

are mostly people who don't
want a robot to do it, Por
whatever reason.

You're a little

I'll be happy bo §
give You one.

There's a good
chance that
someone tried to
murder Biesa.

IP that was
the case, then
there's an even
stronger chance that
You're a suspect. So You
should probably tiry to
convince me that
Wou're not.

And wou're wrong. I de
have a job. It's not a

_settlement job, so it's not on

the registry.

- What's that
I\ supposed bo M-E‘EIH

Wendy Barlowe, huh?
Didn't know you ever came down here,

I need to ask
Wou some
questions.

Keep ‘em.

What, I'm a
spspect becavse
we divorced? /

e

> You jusk T
said it didn't
end pleasantly.
People can hold
. grudges a loeng

e
e,
£S

Bub that's J
pidiculovs!

Maybe so.
Tell me about ib.

I work For
Jeel Adare,
Administrative
basks.

... OF course
You do.

You haven't
convinced me. You're skill
a suspect, 50 don't do
anything stupid.

... more stupid.

Not inberested.

Look, iP I answer your

Look, we had
difPerent ideas about
marriage, that's all. I'm
very traditional. I thought
she khew that, but I
guess she didn't.

Then, when
she refused to
transfer, that sealed
it:. There was no
recovering Prom
that.

We both did a
lot of welling. I
admit it. It was a
bad time.

But that does
not lead to either
of vs wanting to

kill each other!

No, perhaps not.

Whiy haven't you
transPerred?

Oh, well, Wou know ...
I was never really as invested
in it a5 she was ...

ideas aboub
women and

Well, at least
he's made his
position obvious,
working Por
Adare.

The day I crack
and toss her into a
matter reclaim, now 1
won't Peel bad about
throwing him in too.

I wonder iP Biesa
knew what was really
going on in his head and
was just too polite to

tell me. I bet she did

and wanted wou to
draw your own
conclusions. You
wouldn't prejudice
a witness ...

Mm, good point.

You know, if You know ™
who I am, you also know it's
probably better to not be

rude to me ...

Sure.

I'm horrible. Throw

I'm seriovs. You b
got a problem, toss me
oub of Coldpoint and do

Mme a Pavor., :

MY 855 oUb.

{ Pemember, i you |

do, You have to

. _ pay my Pare. __;.-j:,;

/ IP you Peel like N
that, why are you JEEEEE

still here?

slow, huh? Pucking questions, will that get

Wou to stop Pondling my equipment:
and leave What do you want to

Cop!
b know about?

He's right, Wendy.
That's a polycrystal
™ capacibor, and it looks
VW charged. set it down

gentiy.
Eaf-ﬁu, I

7 Yeah that

didn't realize. |
Thew're shock | b
. Ssensitive? 4/ tends to make them \
release all their |

\ stored energy at

Po I look like
I ¢an afford it?
I've been trying to
save enough to clear
out Por months, I'm
barely scraping Pood
and power money
down here.

What happened
between you and Pel.

everything I had | —_—

coming ouvt to this
Pucking place and you
can see how well
that went --

wouldn't ask
lightily ...

I don't give a shit
how heavy it is! Lady, of
all the things, Wou pick the
one thing I want to talk about
least in the Pucking world?
The person who's why I'm
stuck in this shitty
situation?

-- Hey, don't
Mess with bhab!

You have bo
be carsLful with
those! Do you just
randomly pick vp
people's shit aif
the time?

You blame her Por that?

Oh. Maybe Wou should explain.

OK then.
Gently it is.




We both specialize in geo
work. But she's just a capable W wau,ﬁ:ﬂ' ﬂﬁétﬁj ﬁﬁtﬂﬁw '
know more about how wour geo plant : Del told Eursat not £o
works than any of those Puckers 3 :
Wou have down there.

You know, the rules
have relaxed ...

- —=—]

Bub look whao's got the job AN g Do You know
and who doesn't, becavse wou 1 . : ' = that Por sure?
wouldn't let anybody down there but £
M's, and that's bulishit. I wouldn't do
. ib. She did. And she never even &
m Pucking looked back.

o e i
= i ; I can't proveit, if that's
: . ’ . - : what you mean. But I'm
pretty Pucking sure.

e

> You don't think it's ™\

J"Eﬁ"ﬁpﬂﬁﬂbh‘? to HEEdztgrpr 3 f
an M Por those jobs? Or do y .

- . - Iaz , _ edh, I saw they let in -

: R, o0 iust ot like M's7 o B that one with the hotsuit. | |
: Good Por her. . She got in, becavse she was

, willing to give up her life, and then

i ﬁ Why not botihZ

e A

M's are Pull oP shit. T don's S o
know iP you can't see ib, oryov de g
and you think it's better to ignore it. W&
They cut themselves ofP Prom all kinds of
things, and then they're like "but that =
makes vs 50 much bebterat all & = &
these jobs" ... e

1 L.
e

%‘ ) 7R 3 she slammed the door on Mme.
| 8 |

3 N

B Did they come ask me?
'‘Course they didn't. Even
though they knew I was
spinning my wheels ... -

I can't get: out of this
Pucking place Past enough.

Like, they think that's their
compensation. They don't get to
have sex, 0 to make Up Por that, they
think they get to claim to be better
than everybody else. And some of
Wou Puckers buyit!

I bet she doesn't |
. know shit about geo.

._,___:_.._ 3
i,

You know, i Pel
did tell Furst not
to hire him ... She
Might have been on
. Lo something. 4
: n Ji

: Charming guy.
. Both of them.

This is the
" kind of thing that
makes me think
Iusy-@ was right
. about "only Pemale
. Prames.”

Well, we've had
plenty of horrible
women, too.

S0 do you like him N
Por the murderer? SUCTIIRIELN,

b
L

amaray

Ty,

v N 1don't know.
' You don't¥ ,,}ﬁﬂl_ajbadg who'd sign o
i 0 __——-T' onwithAdare | =

\ aubomatically moves | -

i \  aheadinthe / .

“_ rumning. .

.rl'"'- --""‘1.

/" Andifit's eibher of "\
| bhem, we still haven't
_——\_solved the issve of -- /

-, - _._‘_,..-".

-= Apcess,
Yeah.

T, -

e y T

o —

"
&

e —
S

Did I tell you we
stepped Lp security in
those areas? Added a couple |
of cameras and so on. That's |
one of the things I was /
doing this morning. .~

= ::'_______F

.

Just in case someone N\
comes back and tries again |

Por the right target. /
.-""i -',":T

Ot possibly hurts ...
T b, mﬁ-."‘:, i3

e e
s

e

We need to do that more often.

... JoU know, we say "we
heed tio do that more often”
way too oPten these days.

Tell me about it.

... 2h, You ~
B are?Well, bhat's |
. interesting. /

Booty call!
Booty call

k( Ll - _._:ﬁ'
|

. Wf -fh Hush, Wou.
A ; @ g

- =3

7 ... No, just Min N
% Piguring it out and

k- ’Ilgh.rirlg me griep.

" I'll be there in a sec.
.. yeah, she should.
Bye!

7 ...8hesays ~—
You should go get |
B yourown.” -

L

Not a bad idea. We ¢an go try to )
Pind suza Dee in the
morning.

B

L

- And we ¢an bobh vse ™
tihe relief as oPten as we

¢an QEE | I Q/—\\
e~ 4peaking o that,

how's your [atest murder
going? Or do You not want
to talk about it

Eh.

I moved in here becavse it I'm actually not

just made more sense to have ;
personal quartens in the club ... and it's a Sl
nicer space ... but it means that people : ! IME, : on
come £0 Me With emergencies and drama now whi.
at all hours, even when I'm supposed
to be oPP-duty. I mean, I don's think it's
— becavse I don't care ... I want to
},DU Wolldn't belieye -Lv Pigure out who did it ...

I might: just have
run out of juice. No energy
[ePt Por anxiety. I have so much
5 else Using up the reserves
- right: now.

how glad I was Por that )
cancellation tonight.

I've been thinking about

I think mawbe tonight
r Y Ig the advisory council ...

Hou needed the relief
more than I did.

I mean ... she wouldbe
e a gaqd choice, agtual!g: .. DUET
maybe rot N g ... and I don't bhink I B e, £
Just Prom oo shovld be on it. I bhink | :

Much work. Got that exposes you to too -
somethingon L Mmuch bullshit. I was worried that
you wouldn't be willing to

your mind? 38
< And I know wou're like, "bring :
| 'em on," and I Tove that about You TRl HERE
' ' ... bUE, Wou know, we already have too
rg’;‘;m ﬁ? l_?gu many battles. We don't need to
Sl Mmake extra ones.

know, I've gotten a O but we

el hﬁ;ﬂfﬂﬁfmme - still do need
someone on it to alwaws agree with me, /

represent the sex . What'd be the point? i

workers. Yoo were g i)
absolutely right xﬁ:“:
about that. P o
o ~~ No, that sounds B
Yeah, s0 ... /' good. Go ahead and
e propose it to her and )

Bot I did want to talk I was bhinhinQ Wou should ask Teza.
see iP her head

to you about it. I think she'd be a good choice. 3 /
g . explodes. 7
Bty o

Oh, no ... we've
been at each obher's
throats, sure, but that's
over now ... anywaw, if I only
put people on the council who |

It's not a big thing.




" 8p she
qunt hep

Weeks ago,
Gloria says. No
|  visible means of
i support. Full-time
i ,H ackivist. The Beth
OV bub T Vigilance

don't bhink approach.
Beth is paying 1
8uza Dee's

B powerbills. /o)

rﬁ No, I'd say not.

IF she
doesn't have a
job, and she's not at
her home, we could

be looking For her
all day.

Yes ...
but Gloria had a
suggestion Where
to check Pirst.

No More moduiars!
No more dehumanizing!

How Ghat woman knows
What she kHoWS ..

~= Sigh --
It's way too early in the
day Por this.

“ aure, the lil
Vigilance way. Just

. push bhraugh
\ everything you don't

© 4uza, You can't block
access to medical.

I'm bired of N\
pecple telling me
what I ¢can and
can't do.

V4 5

Y Why don't you
just push us ouk of 4
_ the way, then? 8

i
"

A

L |

w
r

You've got one
robot and we've
got Pour. I like

| ), the odds. 4

I also
wouldn't be
pissing off
people I need
55 EHIE'E

o -

: " Ten't that “‘*-,H . ‘—" You' 'Ee stirring up
what you were 1S the M's and cavsing
{ just thr‘PatEHlﬂﬂ ' Y e [ trouble we don't need. You've
; A | : got a cavse, OK, great, but
N how about we skip the
| D avoidable Pights?

-
gl

2L I'AY

" You wouldn't be like
this if it was your Pight
SOMEone wa; bn_qma 6o

l.-.
iy
= =

_ hi:
o
What if she .
has help? ‘h

NOW, THIS PAET OF
THE EXCAVATION WE'RE
SOING TO 12 FINISHED

ENOUGH THAT IT'e SAFE
FOR YOU ... BUT I STILL
WANT YOU TO STICK VERY
CLOSE TO ME.

THIZ |1 A BI&
JOB aAaND THERE
AEE M'S FROM

THREE PIFFERENT
CLANS WORKING [N
HERE, AND WE HAVE
ENCOUGH TROUBLE
NOT STEPFING ON
EACH OTHERE
ALREADY.

When's the
slidewalk going
to be done?

HARD TO SAY,
ESFECIALLY SINCE
WE'EE EUNING BEHIND. A
FEW MOEE MONTHS, AT
LEAST.

I'M COMPLICIT IN THE

PEATH OF CONE OF MY OwWN
FECFPLE! Do YOU HAVE ANY
IDEA HOW THAT FEELSFP

Look, I never
guaranteed there
Was no risk ... bhere
was always a
chance ...

I DON'T
BELIEVE You! I
THINK. YOu DID

EXACTLY WHAT You
MEANT TO DO,
EXCEFT You HIT

THE WREOMNE
TARSET!

AND HOW You
THINK. YOU'RE
GOING TO COME
BACK AND TEY
A ANE

I mights pick
E beteer F—'aghi:-f-

‘-..

_|-"

NOW, WHERE'S RED?
SHE was SUPFFOSED TO
MEET Us ...

HAVE YOU &OT A
. MOMENT? THERE'S

I CAN'T BE
LONG, CHARL.

NC, NO.
THREE MINUTES,
NO MORE.

ALL EI&HT.
CUsl, &TAaY PUT,
FLEASE.

WE CAN'T TalLkK
ABOUT THIS HERE.
AND YOU SHOULDN'T

BE HEEE AT ALL.
GET OUT.

BUT WE'RE
NOT DONE. I
DON'T KNOW

WHAT I'M GOING
TO PO YET, BUT
ITS GOING TO
HAFFEN.

THAT'S NOT
THE FCINTY

THE FOINT 12 THAT
YoU LIERP TO ME AND

NOW MURY 1© DEADY |,

re's the peace squad.
Skill like the odds?

WEVE HAD A&
DISTRIBUTION
FalLUEE ...

AH, THEERE
You ARE!

HAVE YoU
SEEN CUs(?
SHE'S
WaANDERED OFF,
EVEN THOUGH I
SPFECIFICALLY
ASKED HER
NOT TO.

-.. L DIDN'T
EVEN REALIZE
SHE wWas
HEEE.




=

T'-‘ff ... Imean,iPT * = |
Q. cudn E oW, L dight _— She /5 a diPPerent (’m — Youve been

!..r""

= D¢ asking wou Por prooP
F. e ider:ﬂ?bg o o Eghb — o Tuae e that mean? Mmorose Por days now, and“‘\

o e kG Bhe s saying that to Irene : £ seeing Beth the obher night.I )

5 i the obher night. ' . made it worse, I think, but
completel] diverent S ¢ - 4 --- have no idea why.
The old Beth
. : came to Coldpoint to
P ; PUn away From
= something. As soon as
o B she stopped running —
— - ™ From it, she became ; % |
e somebody else. . - {
; -
A
.. ; g ~X
n ' You're not going
ks \\ - ek
_ b | - ~ 66 like ib.
— - 1 .

—

Would wou rather &
discuss it whenﬂtheg’re ] Ne ...
hot here? “No, I think they need to
hear it too.

-7 -#-E

i

4

And she's
lucky she got i
out as well as

she did.

It's really only 3
become clear o me since N
inkroducing the modulars, and
seeing the reaction that cavsed. RS

v Even then, I didn't like my answer,
i 50 I keep trying to rethink it.
¢ \ BubIalways end up inthe A1
21 U | ™, same place. e
i.'-.-_?';. : .

i
1
i

#

—_

A

%

<2

The way we -- you -- handled Would you have
ﬂ -\ the M Prames was a mistake. done it dr@erenti% iP
N\ Maybe a very big one. You d been here?

e T
M
i

|
|

7
! f =..H ... 1 don't know.
e i /:L > There certainiy There wasn't a
' it T8 was a need Por a ukility '\ betiter solution
L S0 Prame, and I realize it made available at the time.
» /’1:‘ sense Por those Prames not to The tech wasn't
. have genitals, given the there yet.
working conditions ... sexval
P contact waurdphave been
‘ e r- .
o - il Lo It, 5till kind of iSn's.
V= A harder plabes ... To give M's hotswap
§ £ : genitais, I'd have to change

7/ But linking the ol | their plate setup 50 Mmuch

" ukility and the lack ; that they wouldn't be M's
o of genitals was a anymonre.
A bad idea.

Now I'd say that nearly = Well, that may be where

every M here either: ! we're headed anyhow. Yesterday,
; Pel Deepstone poinbed out that as you
¥ Resents that their choice to have a more | increase the modularity, the idea of

/' Punctional Brame Was Porced to come With 3 ' / gt being "an M" or "an L" or whatever
give-up-sex-and-gender decision; or g ceases to have meaning. I think
% she had a -- =
Feel like they're the True Believers Por making that [ e & &) NS
decision, and that being able to achieve M . : A
Punctionality while not having to give vp ; - - | { What was
gender/sex is offering 'easy mode' to people =7 g : =y ' -
who are weak Por taking it, which is why they _
resent people like Biesa Deepstone. ; _—
. Plus, many of them . , [ash of
B Or both. They could be both. g have all kinds of repressed Gl A\l insight.
LI urges and needs -- Porcedto be ~ NS ' % ~4
e repressed by their Prames -- - i i I've seen it before.
R = which may be causing o _ | Wendy is prone to
Nl b ' %{;" & psuchosis. : ST T intuitive bursts.

R o ok
3 Y S
|.,'I

MS. BARLOWE, . , ;
THIS I&NT A We know that a Deepstone YOU'RE IMPLYING

GOOD TIME. . Was involved in the pipe incident, i Pleait it
- s Por access reasons. There were only y - -
Ewo non-Deepstones who could get
into those areas, and that's me or
Min, and it wasn't vs.

Not & murder, no.

I don't think Yyou knew
or inbended that there
would be a murder. Your

sprprise when I told
You was genuvine.

SHOULDNT W and since we don't have
MEEGE"'TZ%FEE 1 any idea how long before ! ) _
| proTECTIVE I | the event the sabotage But I do think you either
GEAR. A took place, they sabotaged the valves or let
HARD HAT, J§ wouldn't be very someone else in to do it. Probably
: vaeful if we did. the latter. I bhink your conacience
1 . : and the mental block needed that
But I did just ' disbance. Certainiy I know You

check exactly whohad - didn't push the button.

We don't keep
PLACE. YOU ‘ logs on those doors,

decess ... and I noticed
gaquere on the list. You and A~ e
urst are the oniytwo [ WHY
_ %\ Deepstones with access R
| not going to be ~ U who don't work in the | MAKE ANY SENSE.
N here long, Red. A geothermal plant. ;

. -

TR i 0 4 ot No, Ked.
b N - I make sense.
- I wasn't surprised, It's your motives that don't
| Ghough, ... becauvse the Make much sense. They're

) ' . ;
& ,.-f”“'—‘f‘{“*x. _ truth is, I only checked the very illogical Por an M.

p .
{ ; And it can't wait. __\} . ' dmﬁznﬁgeﬂﬂp;? s

>,

-""""--._._____________,_.--"""

The problem I It's : s :
: : got to be . Just like he didn't tell you Mury had died
e e Prustrating as hell. i ‘ because he kinew all along there hddto be one of
ge - \ ' his own people in it, and he Pelt it was better to

beginning was, if it

method, then why do
it at all?

Take Mish, Por
example. Mish
takes a ot of pride in
the geo plant. I covld
Maube see them
wrecking their own
equipment to kill Biesa
... but iP not that,
what could induce

rd
them to? HE USED TO LISTEN TO ME!

WE USED TO -- WELL, I WON'T SAY
HE EVEE -- WE COULD TALK, AT
LEAST. WE COULD INTERACT.

2ure, they're one of the
protectionists, like Wou ... but
busting that pipe wouldn't | " g,
ad'ﬂraﬂﬂe that gauvse .I'?T a‘ﬂf;f WEH . ml . _ y LOOK, I JUuST WANTED ToO
They couldn't say "hey, having Biesa Wl \ - MY SHAKE HIM UP! HE'S BEEN S0

down here makes our stUPP more prone ‘ = SN —- HE THINKS EVERYTHING HE

: - d DOES |1& RIGHT. I WANTED TO : )
to Pailure” -- no one would buy that -- MAKE SOMETHING &C WRONG to tell him what you did,

and they covldn't say "hey, it's too THINK, x - - b EOR HIM. 5O MAYBE HED oU know
dangerous Por her," becavse that mfrﬂéf;fgfj{-”’,_‘ﬂ g T / LISTEN TO ME AGAIN. : '

magma was sudden death Por IT COULDN'T HAVE

anybody, even M's. BEEN ANYONE ¥ Red, believe it or not, I

T ol sympathize. But You've

o : - = But we ¢an sort that ot
oo J e Rl ESESan, . s later. There's only one important

Furst is never going to love g e

S . anybody that way. He doesn't do that. .
Joure in love with . . And, Prankiy, he probably began giving you the
Furst. You have been [ . ¢old shoulder because he thought wou were | ; ’
Por along time. £ L < trying bo get something he knew he _ Who did you let in?

I couldn't give wou.



/ You might ™§
- as well come
ovt. I know
You're back
there.

Tl

You're not nearly as
sneaky as Yoo think.

Come on, kid.
This is a closed-oPP
section.

I can't open
any of these
doors, but I bet
Wou can't eibher.
You'd need to be
somebody like
Barlowe.

You've got no
Pucking place to go.




Damn i, Cone, e . Ask me P I give a shit. ) , You can't do a

iP Min's hort, T ; y /. - | , Pucking thing to me

swear you're f . .l ' somebody hasn't
going to -- - L _ = dlready done.

il

Figures Wou'd have a
nonlethal weapon. 4

You ¢an run up and
down this hall all
B Pucking week, but Wou |
/ ' ' can't hide Porever,
s there some ! _ = | Yid, you are *
way to give this , L R
Pucking thing more . : >, had encugh of
ks | . | Wour shit.

L7

Hey,
Mister
stupid!

Y Iwasn't
B trying to.

e _*-"'

Can't say I'm too
broken up about it,
though.

Wooow!
15 he dead?
\  Did wou EilfhimZ% 4 . Uh ...
. not on purpose.

Qs

Your mother is going
Lo confine you bo
home Por a year.

i, ﬂ_r"'"'- r

o - -
~ S

-

K Not iP wou don't tell her. |

= e ————— f; . R
I guess I As S W
tossed him a lot . _ A & 7 s
HEF‘dEF EHEF‘I = J ...: - : i . ‘\_\ x s _‘fp‘-l[
thought. iy A e ] __ ; £ 5
1 '-#ﬁr‘% - o
< L o ¢ . ;




LATER THAT
NIGHT, AFTER
CLEANING UP

Wi THE MESS AND | F e She was angry, yes; she was
"y SWEEPING A : -

AL dePending Cusi, Wes; she probably
B FEW THINGS J _ - S A overcompensated, Por sure.
LUNDER THE i - Tézace e \
RLUG ... ; . :
Are you here
about the corpse? [
didn't: think wou'd need
an avtiopsy Por this
one -- .

But she still
shouldn't have
been able to bring
herselP to do that
at ail. It shovid
have been an
undcceptable
risk of harm.

You dian't give her
bhe mental block.

No, I know how he died.

You'd better have a
really Fucking good
reason why. |

He died becauvse Min
threw him into @ wall.

“Becavse, - : | Do you have any
like it or not,

idea how Mmuch
screaming there will be

has become a iP this gets out?

major part of

I'm not going to be
able to talk her out of
that. Neither are you. She's
the third-most-stobborn
woman in Coldpoint, after
the bwo of us,

The peace squad I'm Wondering i
_ Won't work Por bhis that isn't a policy that
because she doesn't trust ; will cavse more problems
bhem to protect you - khan it solves
adequately. she takes this T
personally.

Then don't tell
anybody.

She knows better
than to be blatant about it.
The only reason she was willing
: : to let loose here, I'm sure, is
= . that only You and Cusi were And Qusi knows

4 I_wanu hat to be able Withesses. When to keep her Mouth

5 ! ; shut. Far more than I'd
to do bhat part of her job. I j expect Prom someone her age.
want You to stay alive too. She ., Besides, I imagine Min will
can’t dePend Wou adequately speak to her about it, and
witih that mental block Qusi listens to what Min
holding her back. tells her.

How did it --
was it accidental,

or -- did 301'1'!.50!‘19 .

But I thought
Hou needed to
kRow right
away.

Cone is dead. I only managed to Find

ouk about his death at alf
becavse a Priend saw his body
being moved. I have no obher
inPormation.

Unger the
circomstances, I don't
think we can aflord to

assume it was an
accident.

... feah,
good point.

Do you think he OK.
told anybody he was . We know
working Por me? _ nothing.

Do you think we |
can still use it?/ |

I wouldn't
I Ehink we can risk it.
assume that if he :
did, it wasn't |
HooaM 1
aﬁggg&gﬁfﬁ " We aiready know
Barlowe was

investigating. You can thank W
Cone For that. IF no one had |
died, she probably wouldn't

have chased it at ail.

We'll just have to
come Up With
something else.

I mean, iP he'd told e
Bariowe, Por example, she'd if B0 8 oA B
have alreddy been knocking | was deliberate, and I

down your door. suspect she has, then it's
no longer any good to vs. IF
we played it vp, she'd
just shootb it down.




