Movie night! E= Aw, ¢'mon, Dee! It's
Movie night! : | been a sucky week. I
' Hox—a=n ' " need some stupid shit to
watich to turn ofP My
. brain Por a while.

'__,..--"'_'_'_"'--..__
Well ...

That's tihe
problem! Everything I
¢an Pind is too heavy! I
don't want to watch
quality tonight -- 1
want garbage!

v ~
FiPty thousand
channels, there's
got to be
something ...

N
"IW'E:-IGH oP the G GirlsZ"
[ Vhat-the hlls thic?

- :
([ Any chance there'll
be any sex init?

.-"'l'..

B

Looks like one of those
low-budget sorta-sF
exploitation movies they
turned out in the 1970's by
the barrel.

Ok,
Should be good to
Make Pon of, iP
hothing else.

Good morning! May I
have a Pew moments of
Wour time?

7 Jou're wasting EJUF: T
[ time ... I don't think I ;
. covld possibly ... A

- I'd like to tell you about ™,
our body and skin care
program. We're offering

techniques to revitalize and
rejuvenate you. Restore
energy to your life ...

-

i1 1 r"; E'Eétl:-'r'g "-"T"'* ..“"-.
Are you selling |

cosmetics?
ﬂ

Yes, that's
\ _ exactiy the
No, no. problem. You don't
Procedures. think you could
. possibly.

\\ [ Youmean like )
\\ Pacelifts? | . '
N\ y Y Tell me, when
A e DY Was the [ast time
\\ SN You Pound sex with
N R | | Wour husband ...
oy RELI satisPying? Have
[ Not exactly! Q) | You ever?
\ May I come in? '

.. 1 beg your
pardon?




You're missing out, you
khow. It doesn't have to be
like that. It could be great.

It covld be special.

You could be special.

You just have to give Sl s

it a chance ...
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o . = '__“ ' - I ﬂ ‘. '._
4 Certainly is a A, ) e ' b R —~4 Extremely
{L‘_ quaint place. qoaint™ 2 / fou've attracted one -\ cheap real estate,
( industry to the area, Mr. Por one.
* | Balko ... that Ostrea plant 8

That's vnPair,
\_or lab or whatever it is.

Mr. Rice.

I grant we're a
[ very small community,
but that does't make
us prelics.

: 7V You've been trying
I/ Por nearly a decade to
! ( get more commercial

development, and so Par  § | . 3
., Ostrea have been the 8 I Wi baiﬁfaig Eﬁgﬁﬁgn% "y
i s only takers. I did my .

N - rtl., homework.

—

e 1 . '.\. ._
f i i W e
1 11 i) -
ol ! A 1 1 | 1 [ i
I

Yes, well, that's true. g™
But I have high hopes Por the '\
Puture. We oPPer a lot of o

inducements. '
iy

- &igh --

( Will you excuse me, Mr.
Rice? Duty calls,
What kind of Neidnine
i .
e Y s inducements?
hd we're on a Y T L >

steady trend of = % ROk B __The (. /" Look around all you

growth, attracting . ' ey | WG I like. Come Pind me iP You
0. AL .
W o T e B \_ have any questions.

industry to the UL T 5 T AN
area ... THRRLL R ' - % “

_--—"__'_'_‘_h'_"—--_
"~ Balko,Iama T,
: ; leading citizen of this
Rameona, I am triingto town and I deserve betiber |——
attract business treatment than this! This
% development to our Gown. I know, sir ... but Byron i unacceptable!
Posey stormed into your
oPFice, and he's really mad, and
he said he's not leaving unsil
he talks to You.

"
N

[

m

Hold on, Byron,
hold on. I don't even
krow what the
problem is yet.

Problem?

The problem is that
My wile has
disappearedand I
can’t get anyone here
to do a damned
thing about it/

Eleanor has --7

Well, that's certainiy X

seripus! But it's also h

atern's department. [ can't Lind atern!

p— e 1Y o0 Sgonem B0 Nowhere to be seen, and
What's biting '~} W= =T e S 2 e ' when I call, it goes to Gladys.
his a7 = e B o = ~ — I've lePt messages all
= Morning.

_-._.;:‘_:_
_I_..F'

ffhl# wauidn‘i.;- 3 eV o < ' s e ~
{ bell me . P o e : e i = |f’ He's oPf somewhere "‘-1
<. ¥ - : = o \ sitbing on his Ghumb ... y

b, r
oy = e
-‘-‘-‘-l-_ _.-l--
R Ty




7 Who's " Well, now, -
sitting on Y that'dbe a good | 7 §n¢¢mpetenb )
Wwhose ]b& bhing to tell me, s { can't get good service

r S > o Prom anwbody these
bhumb, Al . Nﬂu!dntrb, ' days ...

E
| =%

gtern! N 7 Gladws gave
Where have you Uh ... ' me a lot of
been® Why aren't sir, the chieP Messages, and you
you ovt looking | of police is - didn't say in any of
Por my wikeZ 4 here. \ them what it was
" about. _ sorry about
' =il Ghat, stern.
i | - =5

7 WhywouldI N§ 1 o | ' ; J .
| be looking Por x4 - e . . : Well, he's upset, it's
l : Y looking into Ghis hours
3 : . : ago if you'd bat?ered to VL
Becavse ' , give me a clue. Im not; 3 R ¥ BUG bhis 6 the
she's vanished, h, Mind-reader, Posey. N kind of thing I was
Wou idiot! : . talking about the
; — other day.

Y How long's she been ™\
missing? When did you )

last see her? = ' . w

" ... Thank you, /1 don't know/She "\
Ramona. [ wasn't there when I |
' \ came home last night. J =

- o
~ Didn't mention T~ " People expect we know
: anyplans toyou, I ™\ everything that's going on ... but
/ assume ... the police Porce is only two people, and
A o the town's gotten a bit too big Por us to
\T'll look into it right away. keep track, especially now that all

N Meanwhile, take a deep those Ostrea emplovees have

. breabth, hUh¥ - moved in ...

i

"Who knows what kinds of things could be happening fraf."- Wwe don't have a r:fe about 2"

: 5 1
P R L

( Damn, Jean, you YIS Lynda, where

=\ look wrung ovt. J& have vou been?

S g

Have you been N\ B
i y . b
Pl | working too hard?
just lie on the ' - I bet you have. I|
20P3 and -- : T \ I've told You, You've got )/
- b to have balance.

You've been
gone Por daws!
['ve been asking
everybody/ The
company said they
didn't know!
Nobody knew!

I've been
wondering if you
Wwere dead’

I know Wou do.
And I'm going to explain |
everybhing, I promise. 4
; 8

MMM ...

You know, I %
never realized
before how hot

Wou are ...

Lynaa, cut it out! O N : ‘
I need to know what R Iy )

} KoY But I think we :
[ 'r 5 3 i
the hell's going on! should Puck Pirst. T T know you don't.
- M‘

o i S, -1

A

r”' But Wou will Por me,

won't unn?
\ Won't you?

I'm special.
You want me.




supposed to
: meet Jean
\ Yesterday Por
[unch and she
didn't show.

i Fr# :

f::‘:.:“' ! s 1

{I’{? ~  She's not

,a.;!" answering the

® phone, she's not
answering the door, and
Ostrea says she hasn't

shown vp Por work

o

> ——
+ £
LITEE

f.-""'_
-

What deo you
want me to do,
Ramona? send out a
search party? Knock
. down her door?

/ Hasn't even been 'S
two daus, right?
She's probably in
bed with a cold.

yesterday or

-

> Or mavybe she got
o4 tired of being ohe of
i , = you lonely ladies and
i r' 4

adie &b";;ﬁ%ﬁmw FRER Pound some guy Up at: bhe |

she doesn't have a B\ Po3dhovse, and Ghey re
roommate right: ROW ... :"' P, 0FF having Pun.

hobody's checking on -
You do know

fl  what Pun is,

L=

“ Maybe ... but I
can't investigate iF
there's nothing to

. investigate.

Now, iF you wanted to
do something nice Por a
change ... like mavbe have
dinner with me ...

You do know
You're an asshole,
Popper, right

... I covld see
what I could do. As 3

Go to hell,
personal Favor.

Popper.

EE " F
Listen, the i

" other day I noticed
\ something weird down
at the creek. :

o

S

__,--*""*Ead Wou ju ;E
' took it Lpon
ourself to do bhis?

3 :;:z\givfcﬂmiﬂded and all /

4 ' . bhat,en? _~
Something in . == s - . _..-:::::.':T'f =
_ the water. g By - - =
e, Discoloration. y : d i |

‘\ IP they're
oy _

e ——

S Sotbodayl TN

putting crap in |
the water ... /
7 went down With My
' old test kit. Bub )

Mayor Balko!
dust a second? : _ =
— : |

... nobody will care.
Nobody cares about
that goddamned creek

but you, Trudy.

¢\ whatever it is, it's too
complex Por me to _,-"'J =
ol analyze. £
ey -

-
— _ >~

~

f ir;b's sa.ime hinpfg' of 5 3
chemical runofP, an :
it's coming Prom the L haven's Porgoben
. ; Ostirea was trying to set up
: : { here, You didn't want them. You
were 5o loud about it Wou
aimest convinced the rest
of the town.

[ We need to bell
them about it.

,.-'-_

7 You don't know
. it's anything
/ hazardous. It could
}be Pood coloring.

I don't care if you
e 7 want to be a hippie and live
== 5 in the woods, but the rest r:a;-'
o 4 ULs here want progress, and I'm
eol af"?nsg ”ff:rgﬂgfnt a | not going to stand Por You
sample to an old Priend of TS aﬁgﬂai;ﬁgmg;:pat wg e
mine at a lab ... I should Nyl ekl
. hear back Prom her in a . i ’
N couple of days ...

™

What brings
our local recluse
into bown? Is it;

grocery dau?

Well, to tell the @
truth, I wasn't really
selling anuthing ;
anyway. A

Who are
Wou? What do
Wou want?

I'd like to tell you about
our body and skin care
program. We're ofPering |
techniques to revitalize ana’
rejuvenate ;_.-'"'- Ok, just

| can it right
there.

Actually, I came ™
to see if wou'd like to
have some sex where Wou
s get to have an orgasm
Por a change.

I've had a long,
rotten day, and I
don't need this.

/ Especially since ™\
Whatever it is ( Wou had a long, )
you're pitiching, I'm b rotten day.
not interested. E

et - ... CONMe in.
1 F T
L 4

-‘-"—-—-___.—-—""rr-

.
f'f




Listen, A
sometimes when I'm up at
the roadhouse, Idon't ... I
kinda lose tirack of time,

oK?

£ 1 got in maybe
% twoin the morning ... I
A i! didn't go looking Por her, she'd
(W I\ have been pissed I woke her
Al b Up. I crashed here on the
; couch ...

S0 You don't know
if she was here when Wou
came in. And you haven'st
actually seen her since she

e

" What's bo be
\  Close to¥

— T
__'_._._.._—_.__‘__‘_

~  Look at this
7/ place! All this shiny shit ™
and a couch you can't get
\ comPortable on ... it's her
1 house, she just lets Me 4
s liveinit. €

~ Just becavse
she makes all the
Money ... she asks me to
get a job and I say, "What,
Make a Pew bucks tending
bar so You ¢an Peel
better about
sppporting me?"

Like, i wou Lhink
I'm worthless, then cut me
loose ... but she won't do that,
‘cavse she likes to be able to telf
me I'm worthless. Well, iP you're

Now, come on! It's
not like that! Next
Wou'll be saying I killed
her Por insurance or
something ...

No, she didn't
{ have liPe insurance.
She did have a policy
on you, though. I
checked.

- o

S0 iP she'd killed
Heou, that might not
have been much of a

sUrprise.

' . |ePt Por work yesterday :
b 4 going to keep me around Por

2 morning.
. = " bhat, then Yov can pay Por
"~ H,,..r""""'_'___'_"""--.._,“_ Y it 2
NS5 Well,aboot N\ Iy e
( that ... I was asleep

~ When she lePt Por  J} .~ :
N Work, see ... Mmhm. ~
—" / Would I be correct in
assuming Wou and your : ;
'\ WiPe aren't particulariy ... All rights, I'm '

_ Close, Mr. Haller? looking into it.
e A
Either that, or Yyou're

worried something's happened
to your meal ticket.

[ !
b P
> .
Hey, I still love her! :

IF wou Peel like i
¥ ; She's -- I mean, hell, e f 1
{'"

that, whiy'd you

2all e oLbZ Peenie and I have been

tiogether Por years --

Pon't leave tbown.

And what a coincidence!
Here's the man who's not
helping a bt

I mean, I could have told you
that was what he was going to
say. You know how he is about
krying bo boost this place.

HUhZ
What did I do
- bhis time? Hﬂbhfﬁgi

That's the point.
Three women have
disappeared in Pive
days and you're not
doing a thing

= S1gh - about it.

We've had this
converaation
before, you

wants. Trees cob
down, Pactories all
around ... doesn't he
know that people live
here becavse it's not
like that? IP I wanted
that kind of place, |,
I'd move bo Los £
But Wou're @ Angeles. £/
hermit, Trudy. Some 5 7/
people don't ffke living in iy
a teeny town with nothing to
do on a Friday night: except
get drunk up at the 4
roadhouse.

Anyway, I'm a lob
more worried about
the disappearances

than whatever
Ostrea's doing.

We're sure not
going to get people to
come bo this town iF we
get a reputation Por
being a place where
women vanish.

Then Why are
they here?

That's not
true. I'm
investigating both
Posey and Haller. In
Pact, I just came
Prom talking to

Haller's Ostrea, then.

husband. . N MOUNTAIN

Now listen!
That's the kind of thing
you don't want to
spread around.

I assuome g
that means wou
can't spare the

hours to go
investigate

You don't have any
progk, and you're not going
to make this sibuation any
better by spreading crazy

theaories like that.

Ostreas
What's to
investigate?

And I told
Popper to look into
the business with

Wour Priend.

And you think
he's going to
actually do it?
Popper's useless, B
Stern. Everybody I have a duty bo ™
knows it but you. keep the peace in bhis \
town, and I don't need
You cavsing a panic )
becauvse Wou've been

wmethin%. RunoPP
a
spending too much time |
out in your ¢abin

»\ Prom the Pactory.
Some kind of
"\ Making up stories. /

industrial waste. /
e _._._,.-'"’

| \ Two of the women —_—
P \ _ who've vanished worked '
" Look, I admib the | , Por Ostrea. I know You
kid's got: a Pew ,,,Iah " - know that. £
... bhing is, he's all I've I .
got. Nobody else - — =

_ “wans the job. _/ A > Wouldn't it; be

7 interesting if it burned out
they were trying o blow the
\ whistle on whatever

Thew're dumpin

I can't do
everything myselP.
Not enough hours in

> Ostrea's doing?
the day. a\\

-

lh— T

Al the men in
this town are
assholes,

You bwo need to spend
less time gossiping and more

deing something useful. Oh, I don't know.

He has a point. We
don'’thave prooP. . Want to go look
around Ostrea and see

what we ¢an Pind out?

At least Ramona's got a job.
You ought to look into that.

Probably do you good. Trodu!

They're not going to just
invite us in ko snoop.

You're in bhe &
MUnigipal
government. You
practically ron
this town.




You know, we've
shown the mavor's oPPice
around before ... “
1 ||
~  Yes, Iknow ...buot ™~

J it's been a while, and we
, I: like to stay informed. People \

. come bo s and ask "that J',

\, Ostrea company, what /38
“._exactly does it da?"f_,,-' !

"I mean, we

don't want to

Misrepresent
Wou ...

[ _4
Though I was

surprised bo be getbing

a tour Prom the boss ..
You didn't have to do
that, Dr. Lurida ..

Please, call
me Isabella.
As You say, we
don't want anyone
misrepresented. IP I let
SoMeone else show Hou
around, they might not

Also, it's the inside
joke of the company that I'm the
person who has the least to do on a
day-by-day basis. This way I'm not
pulling anyone else away From
Lheir work.,

Now let's see ... as I'm,
s0re You khow, Ostrea

Biclogicals is pursuing advances

in beavty and personal health
products ...

At the moment, we
don't market anvthing
commenrcially; we'nre providing
our products directiy to a
limited avdience.

/" Thia Peels
Much mare like 3
bicchemistry

\_ Pacility ...

_-_-\.IE':F Well ...
\

_.|I"

1 Exactiy why I hate r
- Ghat label. -

I don't think men are
spited Por this industry, do
Wou? They don't really
uhderstand it.

I also Pind them

Than what?

do it justice.

Do You have a .
biochemistry
background?

than a
cosmetics
CoMpany.

/

S,

Mo, 5,

il

—_

matter of Pact, T = B
Wes. I gave it &=
up, though. 2

e

How
interesting!

This is biochemistry.
As Par as I'm concerned, that's
what this laborabory does.
Calling it "cosmetics" is
reductionist.,

And, I think, demeaning. O
¥ "Cosmetics" is what men call this '\
to show it's not something that
B\ serious people do. BY Which they £
O Mmean men, of course.

Particolates,
probably.

Fine powders.
Inhalation hazard
and Plammable.

I covldn't
have said it
better.

diPPicult to work with. IPI
hire a8 woman who doesn't
have quite the knowledge I

" Let's never go
back there again.

-_l-'—-——'r-—l.-n

need her to have, I can

teach her.

Men tend to arrive
assumMing they already know
everything, and wou can't tell
them otherwise no matter
how hard you try.

" That bad? You got a
Pree makeover ..

> It's not Pupny. That
. 7 woman was strange. You N
! know she had her hands on me in \
the elevator? And if I'd been able
ba see her eyes, I'm pretty sure
\\ she'd have been undressing /
Me Witk i:-hem

}'cru need to get
out of this town
more often.

I know what a
lesbian is, Trudy! _ e—
But it was still ... Nah, I'm teasing.

It was inappropriate.
= _..'j,'_‘é% But it also might have beena &
) distraction. i

e

=

Tr:r try to keep Ls Prom
hoticing the even weirder stuPF
Like the sunglasses. I can see
Pt n covering in 8 1ab.
Pequiring a hair covering in a lab only put those on when We

s0re, bub You don't [ook through @
_Microscope in sunglasses. é approached. I saw her. y

= ’tjﬁ H__ m

,@ “Everything we saw in those
' labs was staged. We weren 't

allowed to see any of what they
were really doing. o

o

let us see .

7 Ithink the most

= interesting parts were
Y probably in the wing she wouldn't
bECEU‘SE she claimed W

not to have a couple of spare

; And I can't
show Wou bhat wing
becavse I don't have
saPety equipment
For you.

You think they're
hot: really making
cosmetics?

R T e —

%, . V\ :- g
e And she wasn't. They

T

respirators Wing around,

which I do not believe.

-

.f"f T,
" The boutique
,  approach?

More like
the Avon [ady

/
approach. customers Lo have a

relationship With our
_representatives.

them to not only

be able to get our
prodocts, but
trusted advice

__..-"L

We | skip the
administrative Ploors.

You know what
paperwork looks like.

e

=

P I'm s0re it's the ]

|abs You really
want to see. |

" Uh ... since you
mention it ...

ve been
nobicing that you
don't seem to have
any male
employees.

Is that on
purpose?

But I can
Show You the
\ besting rooms.

That's the
part that looks
like 8 " “aﬁmebrcs

company."

Mirrors, makeup
samples, people having
their ¢olors done, and all
that nonsense.

I don't suppose

eit:her of you is

interested in a
Mmakeover?

" Oh, 1o, I think they are ...

but I don't think that's aif

- i they're doing, or the most :
L F o important part. She described the [

3: W, cosmebics part as "all that

2 honsense." Remember? _

I don't know what :
they're really doing, and I'm
| not going to Pind out. I can’t ga
back there again. Might be
dangerous.

She knew why we were
bher-e, Ramona. She khew the
~ Whole time. She bhought it was
hilariovs.

e And when I told her I
Y knew biochem, I could Peelher
lock on. That: dePinitely got her
attention. In a way Tdon't
think I want.



Pamn its,
Posey, answer

" OK, what the hell
the door.

do Wou --

Oh!

; }Earrg. stern ...

My Pavlt. N
I didn't realize I'd )
_ be walaiﬂg oo U'p,_._

{*""ﬁre YoU CoMin g:""}
. back up?

.-"f

Uh ... you didn't

wake me up, and
bhat's not what I'm

sorry about.

I meant o

come tell you, but I
got a little
sidetracked ...

e
3

80
everything's
Pine now.

7 And I'm glad to
L hearit ...

.. bLb I'm
gonna need to ask
Wour wiPe a Pew
questions.

T
v. !
n

r. ;‘-
You're not at .

i

/" Un, that Eleanor
\_reappeared (ast night.
your office ... ou'd & . =
better not have 7

e,

disappeared too ... A .

I Peel 50 bad, Mr. stern. I
could have swornl told Byron
where I'd be going!

I thought: he had it on his

x"‘
calendar and everything! Or maube I told him and he )

didn't listen. Sometimes he
doesn't, you know.

bime Koo like and ask them.

Still, it worked ouvt,
It was such a nice |
surprise Por him this
way, Me coming back
looking so good!

Don't I look good, Mr. Stern?
Pon't ywou think I look good?

JUNE 15

Ramona/l -

Listen, I'm
s8¢ sorry about
[unch the other dag- I
didn't blow wou ofF,
honest! I had to go to
bhis employee thin
and it was kind o
" involved ...

They promoted me!
They're tiraining me Por @
| new position. I'm not a lab
tech anymore!
Isn't that great?

i,.ff I didn't think "~
there'd be anybody
( here who'd even
. MobiceiP I went
. missing. &

\K:rrg I had you \
worried. I really am. |

T,

UV [
ol N /I (1] 11
ook, why don't you IR
come bo my place after LIS
Wou get oPF work tonight7 W
We'll have some wine, maube
b Something to eat, and we

i,

~ can talk.

I have all kings of
things to tell you.

7~ Now, iP Wou think of any other questions
[ ou want: to ask me, You just come over any |

/" We'll have a long talk.
| Along, close, personal balk.

5"
",

- o
[ o
e

T

1--*"' Jean, nobody's seen or heard
\.  Prom Wou Por three days.

&g

I was worried you
Mmight be geaa’l had the
8 police looking Por wou!

b il
1

... well, Popper. "‘*1
But I guess he counts.

-~

-

. RS
- LR

..-r"'- i
7~ And now You turn vp and say

"Hi, sorry about that, I just )
Porgot to tell anybodyz"

AN
F.




Yoo live out here

—

( and you leave your door )
b Lhlocked? e
> —7No,Isaw\ !
You drive vp. :
What do you J ;
think this A
heeds? ./ ©

I think I'd better not
answer that.
How did wou get paint on
the back of Your
overalls?

_m"uf .E e

- il

a8

”

Sheer talent.
Do you own ten
sets of the same
clothes?

As a matter of
Pact, ves.
It's one less decision I
have to make in the
Morhings.

Yeah, Ok, I'll

You don't like me.
buy that.

Is it because You think
I'm an asshole? _
< Mostly it's
becauvse I think
you're a cop.

What brings wou out
to my neck of the
Woods? So to speak. 4

Though I admit you <
don't seem to be into the
power-tripping like most of
bhem ... don't even use a

police car .. :

Icameto N\
apologize. /

I let: Popper
have the cruiser. He
likes it.. We can only

b aPPord the one.
I said some things °
yesterday I shouldn't
have. You didn't

And we can't pay
deserve that.

Por uniPorms, which is
Fine with me. Plain
clothes are more
comPortable.

I accept your N
apology. :
Thank you.

Idon't wantk QO
people to be scared of
me. I can't do my job iP
* i they are.

Now, if that's all you
had to tell me, I'll go
back to my painting.

: i I What's
I used to be a i -
¢ity cop, You know. 5] | ! thig ﬂ.!epap:fed .
Yearsback. AN i _ gl

 Did Yoo Pind out
[ anything Prom those
[ab tests?

Huh. Been talkmg
Lo the mayor? I'm
surprised he told Wou. He
wants to bury that.

s Got out
becavse I
thought the job

was supposed to " Well, Ramona {'
be about helping

N *[ said you vsed to be )

people and it o N some kind of 5¢:er|.-:e : ‘ /
turnedout I / ' . genivs ... LY

\ Was wrong. | ~Twasn's a

> Y AT genius. \ J
y "‘FJ ; el |9 \ And Bamona talks f

80T ¢ame oub here . - [ _ too much.
whﬂre I could do it the e "

,. way I wanted.

S Kind of like you.

'\1._“‘“-

I, Uh, think he
wanted me to
discourage you. ,

% l _ ' I told him

=7 becavse I was Ped up Wrth ”’,‘x i"* : . 2
[ the gig. I got out becavse I "
was Ped up with all Ehe men in
. My Pield trying to keep me Well, I don't have
:\\ Prom adﬂﬂfpplrﬁhmg . \ g’ . : : anuything wet anyway. | &
anything. -_ | @ : \\ That kind of analysis |
. o | 'y W\ takes awhile. /4
But I take . . ' )
Wour point.

You've decided
MY idea isn't as
Par-out as all that.
Why? What
happened? ;

; T,
’ What did you really \
want to talk to me
about, stern?

Eleanor Posey reappeared.

v She says she Was off getting some, \
I don't know, spa treatment or
cosmebic surgery or something. -

. Bot I don't know
S what kind of treatment can >
x‘,-,.* do that, let alone in a couple of h
' days. Eleanor was pushing sixty. Now
& she covld claim to be half that and
Wou'd believe her. And we're not \

talking "came back Prom the

T

" And she's difPerent. The

1‘*«

)

.-"'lr

sunglasses, the ... ah ..

/4 h"‘-x PaceliPt in bandages." Not a_ ‘
Y | T~ markon her. -

L A RN g b
) i

¢changes in attitude ... I don't

x khow. But I don't like it. )

That daeﬁn‘b

B ~-3r have anything i

;s do with Ostirea,

[ \though, does it?,
,,;, _ /" hard to get a straight
e = f answer out of her.

]/ Especially since ... well,
~ never mind.

o —

Ramona and I went ™ o

L

Iean't tell. It's %

7
y

to Ostrea yesterday, \ ~  They're up to
Stern. Talked our way into 'L/ sometbhing. I don't know

y .*', getting a tour. From the
= o boss, no less. We wanted ,

\

what it is, but I guarantee you
I they're doing something there
alook aroond. s \ they don't Want anybody to
; - know about. And it's not
. cosmetics.

Also, the place is Fuli
of weird women in
sunglasses.

‘ i

\_ here is the best thing he's /

need a lot more bhan that to
convince the mayor. Ostrea is
his baby. He thinks getting them

Let me know when
Wou get those

- ever done. r(
\ resulbs, will gou?f,

7 That's what your
spnset needs. Some
_purple. In the sky.




i 1..1“"""--
Where have you ™\

beenZ1've been

looking Por wou all |
. afternoon. ‘

_.___..--""'"

I don't
answer to Wou,
Bamona.

... Looking Por me '
all aPternoon, huh?

Oh, Por god's

sake, Fopper.

Not like that.

/"1 need to talk bo
\ You about Jean.

f' (7 Jean? Why? '
{ She's back now. Told You it
[\ _was a waste of time. _.

Er:amef;hihg‘e
wrong! she's not the
same. she's acting weird.
She doesn't even ook
like herselp!

eez, Ramona,
whaf:. do Wou wank
Prom me?

Probably she :

realized she didn't want
to be one of you single
women anymore and did

You know, you
don't have to make up )
problems to get My
attention.

It's about time
Wou got off your high
horse and realized there
are men in this town who

what she needed. nheed somebody ...

F |
. I!

,:‘f'
]
X

o W e

#
A
o
.

,f’""- IF you ever
| touch me again,
Popper ...

o g
y

=
S5

=
a

Fucking
bitch ...
== W -
can't do that ...
ﬁa"ll;n'q an ofPicer
. ONNA PUR her '

That'll
== Ulgh --
Show her ...

. Pirst T'll get
ﬂ1:-»Er'r'1 to Pire Wou. Then
I'll get him to throw Wour

ass out of town.

That is a
promise.

¥ Don't
waste your
Lime on her.
We've got
what gmu

O'mon, let's
N have some Pun.

Why not:2
You're up Por
anything, aren't
Wou, big guy?

- )

| W ol P EF Y i 1 L AR w2

Look at that Pace!
Uid ke just com his
brains out?

Coh, he's Fading.
Aw, poor babuy. Night:-night.!
Wouldn't

take much. Don't worry! In a

couple of days, you'll
be able to get all the
women You want!

He's been so

horny Por so long,
I'm surprised he
didn't explode.

See You on the
other side!




| Hi, JiMmY.

L You're a mess, ;
E > > sorry I'was gone. I :
Y got promoted ... and some

|| other improvements. I guess

Yol could say I got an

Lpgrade.

Deenie T

Now, what: we're going
to do, we're going to get you
oPP that soPa, we're going to
get You a shower, get some
solid Pood into you ...

... dnd then
we're going to have
alotof sex.

o

it

Well, he

[ Don't worry, )
Jimmy. Ib's about to )
¥ get a lot better.

We're going to
get You an
Lpgrade too.

Foor vseless Jimmy.
He just can't keep vp with me.
He never could, even before.

And he's such a
mess, He looks like
he's going tio waste
away ... I bet that was
the Pirst thing he had
to eat in days ...

MF‘ - m-":E' ] I
assume?

I appreciate
Wour letting me
come ask You
questions, Dr. ’
Lurida.

LY

dome business l.f hY

owners wouldn't care ot 20

to share information in y :

these circumstances, ff Ah. bt we're rob
r '

Competitive advantage, g1\, competing, Mr. Rice.

That's R { and so on. %i?
right. | oy . r
, N Qur businesses don't

lease
E&eﬁ y{::-g? o o THE inbersect at all.
ﬁ’ﬂ Ex-- i ' - The way I see iti, making sure
h = Wou have accurate infPormation
works bo my advantage as
well as to yours,

And please ... | =2

Popper's ™\

} disappeared.

1 Nobody's seen him |

o since yesterday M
. aPternoon.

"
e,

—

~~ I want to ask Eleanor
Posey some more
| questions. This time she's
\ going to tell me exactly

s where she went.

What's up? Z /1...could1 get a;lcruﬂ""‘ﬁ
Everything OKZ \ bo come With me? |

L
M,

¥




You want me
here so she can't
accuse You of trying
to do 50 mething
inappropriate?

someone giving off lust
that hard before. /
- - Hoping :
- ¢ having someone
with me will tone |
: her downa /

When I was here
bePore, I thought she
was going to poll me onto |
the carpet and tear my
' clothes ofP.

I'm not Flattering
myselp -- I got the
impression she'd do it to
anybody who got close
enough. Never saw

r Just get her
husband to sit in

»-—

b Might not work. I ™
got the impression
they'd been going like
rabbits since she got

back. You know he hasn't
i been at the office

Ch, Mr. -.-.rt.ern-

S0 good to see Wou. gorry about that.
Though I do wish | uou d (

called Pirst. more questions.,

I covld also ke

stand to talk to your
husband, since I can't |
seem to catich him at'a /

work ..

My husband?
_ Ah ... well ...

My husband isn't here % \

anymore, Mr. stern.

heed to ask Wou a Pew

I wouldn't

call it that. ¢
<

It's true I don't
know Where he is, but
I'm sure I will a5 soon

as I'm served the
divorce papers.

:
His decision,

since then at all? not mine.

| Another -
msappearam:m

P 1just want to know more N
 about where you were during
\,  your disappearance.

Bu

: .1 went to gu:r

| receive revitalizi rtg
w  Lreatment ..

This is an old
Priend of mine
"\ who's sbaying with
5 me Por a while.

~ Oh, Mr. Stern,
I've annoyed you,
haven't 1%
I'm sorry.

s

Stop that, wou
naughty thing!

The thing is, I'm not J& -

supposed to say. It's new, 8

and I think it might be still a

bit: experimental? At any rate,
they're only oPPering it to a
Pew people right now, and
we're supposed to keep it
ko ourselves ...

S It's nota N\ e ,
dress! It's Come sit down

. and ask me your
bareﬁ{gﬁfn ; \  questions.

b Ican't --
It was at

Ostrea, of covrse. N\ |
But I think you already *]
/

Ms. Posey, is
there some reason Wou
don't want to tell me
Where You got this
treatment

I didn't know
SoMeone was at
\, bhe door ... fx’

.

khew that.

You won't tell them I /
told You, will you? ~

E B el T

ﬁ" , Ihave awild \ ———

ook, it's only Por long theory, but you're | ~ No, the wild theory |
enough Por us to go Pind You | : ] I arreadu ) explains a whole lot ... the ",I
more clothes. IL'll be Pine. Just Lt only problem is it's '

au'll Blas r P /
oy o completely ridicvlovs. £\

\_not gonna like ib. / r-.\_

-~ The tobal makeover was
hard enough to believe. I am not
going to add a sex change onto

that. I just can't do it.

W S0 don't menbion
that part when we

. Unless e talk to the mauor.

Wou want to! }
- giggle -- |

A C'mon, Posey
And vet I see ™ /"wouldn's divorce her now.
You got there ) [ le just got his wet dream/
. NealPast. o\ |g's peen Pucking her Por
p_— — A three days solial A

Oh, are we
talking to the

N\ mayor n rf'/

‘Qﬂ 7 You don's have\“‘)

?{

\ &

to come iF you

y S Uh ... sorry. _ . |
Y4\ That was crude. |  don't wanb.

~— : _ : - S
Maybe he left 50 * ; — b g
( he Wouldn't die of -' 7, Wouldn't miss :l':-.;l

exhavation. )( I withdraw MHH:I e=x o -

‘h apology.

stern, WoL were
supposed to talk her out of
her crazy ideas, not get
sucked into them!

I don't khow wWhi
Wou two are 50
desperate to sink the tax
base of this town, but
I'm not having it!

Wrere bihe hell
i= Ghat File ¥

Mayor, no matter
What's going on at
Ostrea, there's
ﬁur:'i?icfe nt evidence
. they're involved in the
disappearances .

/|
/f
/
I”“[
—_— I —

."\.

: Youwant bo
investigate a
drﬁﬁjﬂ,ﬂéﬁr‘ﬂﬂr:“fﬁ K.
, Go Pind Ramona.
“‘1"""--.________._,_..--"'--’;

. s -
.i""-‘-‘:-“-“"-f T

She didn't show up Por
work this morning, and I

Disappearances! . ¢an't do @ damned thing
What disappearances? Y Without her.

Some women go there Por 8 spa day o g
and a PaceliPt and then they come  [Fais
back. Is that wour idea of a =

Then you'll be doing
disappearance?

something vseful!

7 It's sure not
r anyone's idea of a

PaceliPt. You, 1 don't want to

hear a word From/




¢ ThoughI do
approve of the
color choices.

f .-t.‘ k - . f-':fr
A LS j e
il B l You know, that ™,

oULPit really doesn't
L do anything Por you J
at all. .

o
-

"

B -
\
\\
<=aT
' ou've go
/' good Pigure under all
that Promp. You
shovldn't be scared
to show it ofFP.

I don't know
what any of this
is, but it looks
Serious,

[ ]
e
o

_._.—l'-—“
'-"-._-‘-I-l'- - o -l-‘

1 Justasl I \ 2% . &Y What brings "\
| thought ... nobody B voutothis |
( keeping an eag on the - B unauthorized
™ back side of the 1Ny

puilding ...

You may have
to bake my word
Por it that it's

him, though.

— " ! / He had a really
— ' ( good time, Ramona. |l
P . : ) Honest!  /
= I want to ' 1
= know what . .
Yoo did with :

Fopper! & : . ,
Con't you
help, dean!

“monster.

You don't even like him!
an annoyance to every woman in sign on wibh this ... -
LOWN ... especialiy vou. bhis ... A Y ,
\/ g ot want to say
concerned Bor him, or
" %,
~__ happenedz Por the same reason \
a8 Tali 1
You can't just _ everyone else has joined
Even iP bhey'ne i good thing to do. But we can discuss that later.
3ssholes. : ['ll be happy to show Wou What's

The reports I have are thab he was 7 ow covld wou
-"1' oy = __,.-""- ;
S/ i | AT I think you :
..:" I"”'-. _[U'E‘tl her‘{-? tll.':' sSee Whﬂt Eutr IJM ﬂ-ﬂtl- Aﬁd JEEH jﬂIHEd us p l
kidnap people! Ls: becavse it's a very
become of Mr. Popper.

Thew're not really
that big -- the glass
distorts -- but they're
skill impressive.

I'm a bit worried about

e

i
=

her, actually. TF"IE mental ‘ We'll know shortiy! g . N i j
changes are mostly just loosening She'll be out of that tube N\ She'll still have some o —— _Iﬁl

=

inhibibions ... but I gather this one by the end of the day. she's © more development to do '\ N Speaking of that ...
was dlready an enormous g aimost done with this stage. ¥ aPter that, of course. In | { Jdean, since Wou have
horndeg, 50 heaven knows You can tell by the skin. The |  particular, the antennae | Wours now, why don't Wou
what: we're going to get. color change is the [ast 4B\ won't come in Por another £ be the one to get her
thing to happen. 8N day or two. i started?

m oK (R
>

I know, huh?

I wanted to do
this [a@st night, but
Wou didn't want to play
... I don't think you
have a clve how hot

oL are ...
J And just think ... when

Wou come out, You'll be
even hotter!

But don't worry!
We'll get a chance soon.

It's gonna be s¢ good!
You're going to love it!




7 It's good to get @
¢hance to socialize
with someone.

I can't really

do that with My
staPP, Por obvious
1 reasons ...and I don't
e ! manage to get into

e . town much.

Y Why, thank - | \
. You, Mr, Rice!

When you asked me if I'd have
dinner with You, I didn't realize you
meant at your hovse ... but I have no /'
regrets -- that was deliciovs.

My eves can't adjust
well to light.. Been like
that my whole liPe.

Lovis. IP I'm going

to call you Isabella,

Wou should call me
Lovis, yes?

I do Peel a lititle

guilty though ... You shouldn’t!

B T love to cook,
and I'm so busy I

seldom get to. I have the

same sort of
problem. I travel so
MUCh these daps 1
hever manage to
see anyone.

Besides,
* there are no
good restavrants
I in Ghis bown. There's
a diner, and it's
decent, but I
thought we could
do better than
b, ham on rye.

And the head
covering is sheer
vanity, I'm aPraid. My
hair is thinning on top
and I hate it.

I'm curious -~ Y e
Wou wear the
sunglasses alf
the bime?

/" Let me clean

vp a little, and
Lhen we can go sit
and Pinish the

Have You reached
a decision on what
wou're going to tell

your company?

7 I'm wondering --
Wou know, we most '\
likely won't get a
chance to see one
another again ...

As a matter
of Pact, yes.

It isn't settled
-- | need to make
several phone calls
tLomorrow, and the
board will want to

meet about it -- That

sounds like
celebratory
news to me. S
-- bLE MY
recommendation will be
that we open our next
manuvPacturing Pacility here.
And they vsvally take my
recommendations.

Would wou like
Lo have a little
celebration?

I was hoping
Wou'd ask.

You really think
Wou're going to get
anything out of Deenie
Haller? I mean, she works
Por Ostrea. Pretty high
up, too, I'M Gold.

Thanks For

ing me here. & - e
meeting me he Jimmy told

Me You might

have a title? Y
Captain? =
b, ChieP?7 4N

I don't
remember
exactiy what.
I'd have to ask
Ramona.

I don't, no. Bub I
don't have any other
ideds, and we haveto J

get something else. 4

We need to
Find Ramona.

Yeah, I knew
you'd say that.

As Por Ramona,
FiPty bucks says she's in 5
Ostirea somewhere ... and %
we're not going to get her out |
until we have subPicient 4

cauvse to go in. I heed to ask you

some gquestions about

wour disappearance.
And your

reappearance.

Which brings vs
back to the Pirst
problem.

o o Ready or not,
> S here I come!
7 Don't tell me. Your -

Y husband has left Wou,

| andyou've got an old

\ Priend staving with you

y While Wou put Wour liPe 4
o, back together.

—

" Ican't get
this wig to Pit!/ I |
Lhink MY head's

. just too big! /

G‘ﬂhr Iluilil ...-"\
ready,
b Mmistressl

-

e o

" I suddenly didn't
see any point.

/ They're laughing
at us, Trudy.
All of them.

{ Yes, that's right!
How'd Wou know?

oL
-
7 The most I c-ﬂu;;l\“m
have gotten Prom her
is that she went to
J Ostrea when she

; disappeared ... which we |
-- giggle -- \ knew anyway, and which 8

Well, there's '_ i 4 | %, Won't cut ground with
nothing we ¢an do 1 e i | the mauor.
about that ... e | TR . B ~ :

~f -
ol . ~ I'mgoing i*ua:f"“x..ﬁ~ '
g / talk to him again. |

[ You'd better not S

L1

. ‘..H'h
[ sorry to have
disturbed you, come; he's decided [P
_,.-"'I T,

We'll get a difPerent
wig later or something.
@ive me a minute to talk

J.III\'E' Haller. __,-"' HHUJFE a pub[m
Lo Mr. stern, OKZ = - ¥

/""l o ) -"".. M en EM‘& : f_"_ e




Well, Mawor, it's
oFPicial. I got ofF the
phone a Pew minutes ago.
We're building our next
Facility here.

Best news I've had all
week, Mr. Rice.
Is there anything else we
heed to do right now?

No. They liked the
second parcel you showed,
50 we'll be arranging to buy

that. IF you can put a hold on its,
that'd be nice, but the papers
should be on Wour desk in a Pew
days, and it doesn't seem like
anyone else will grab it
before then.

Well, at least
Yol had the sense to
ambush Me in MY hovse.
Your Priend tried to
come in through the

loading docks .../ 4¢.00 where you
are! Don't come
any closer.

I think your
pheromones or lust
signal or whatever
heeds pretity close
range to work. Let's

not test it.

Oh, Wou areclever.
But I did know that.

Now, come on ...

You are jecpardizing the
Poture of this town. You're
working against the town's
interests. That is pot what
Wou're paid to do!

> 1don't see
anyone
disappearing!

I see people Who have
gone to Ostrea Por a
couple of davs and come
back! There is nothing
endangering our
saPety!

I'm paid to keep the 0 7
people of this town safe.
IP they're disappearing
right and lePt, I'm not  /
doing my job! J

And meanwhile,
Wour own assistant
has vanished ...
She has not/

I'm going to
want to ask
Wou some
questions.

Not right now You're
not! Rice will be here any
minute, and I don't want,

You here spouting your
conspiracies and
discouraging him Prom

investin
et out/

She took a couple of \

days ofP and Porgot to

tell me, is all. Look,
here she is now.

Ramona, a cup of
coPPee Por Mr. Rice?

.

/ Thanks, no. I need to hit
{ the road. I have to be in
&.F. tonight.

It was a pleasure
meeting wou.

Ostired
forida. The
Clympia ouster. Yoo
could probably drive
over to the coast and
Pind a bucketPul
without much
trovble.

And, more to
the point, they
don't needto be male
Por any reason :
except /
reproduction. &

What aboout
oysters?

ey -
b, ‘ﬁ:

l Thank you,
.. Ramona.

I've been thinking a
lob about oysters.

It's one of the
kinds of oysters
that can change sex.
They start as males,
and switch aPter that.
Bot sometimes they
switich back
again.

They don't
Move once they
attach to their beds --
they're there Por life -- 50
being able to change sex is
needed to guarantee
reproduction. IF there's no
Mmale handy, one of the
Females will take
g the job.

But Wou did
know that.

in this town!

N

..-l‘"'l-.-

>

( Congratulations,

\ Mavor! Well done!
K-“'-..

e S

And now wou've

PulPilled wour
purpose!

I covldn't Pind
any records of a
Pr. Isabella Lurida.
I did Pind Dr.
Isabella Antonetti,
though.

She's kind
of a legend.
And not in a

good way.

I would think
that someone with
Your own personal

history would know o
take what men say
about me with a
grain of sait.

I looked Wou
up tioo.

I don't
wank him i
here again

baday.

And show Bice in
as sp0n s he
arrives, Wou
understand?

R
——————
—_-
—
—

S

——

=

m—

| ——

———

—

il

I —

i OF course, sir.

-,

T

~ You're going

/ totake a litble

ll',||_'_.I
.I .'| II.'.
"l"rqirl "
Y it

o

vacation. Could be as
much as a week. It
take You @ While Lo
reach your Pull
. potential.

e

Bot don't worry!
I ¢an hold the Port
until you get back.

What I don't

Lhderstand is Why on
earth you would want

bo stop me.

FiiERNEN



What, besides
ethics?

How about becavse it

won't work?

What do wou mean, "it
won't work?" It's working now!/
Within a Pew days we'll have

. everybody in town, and wou'll

see how nice it is ...

gure, like the
Hallers and the Poseys,
who've stopped everything
else in their lives so they
¢an Puck all day? Not
sustainable.

Yes ... that's my
Main concern at the
Moment. When I Pirst tried
the procedure on
myselP, years ago, the
changes took a week,
three daws of which I
spent in @ coma.

We've made huge
improvements since then in
every way. Now it takes less
than twenty-Pour hours Por

women, a bit longer Por men.
Not counting a Pew bit:s
that grow in [ater.

And that's still
hot good enough.

Oh, that's just at First.
That: happened in the labs
too. They'll settle down
after a Pew days.

When Mr. Rice's
company builds their
hew Pacility here, it will
employ about a thousand
people. That's more than
the current bown and
Ostirea combined.

You have to remember,
most people never get: really
good sex, don't even khow what,
it's like, 30 when they suddenly
hit the wellspring ...

But if we have to get =
them in here one by one to —
change them, even if it's
Past, it won't work. As wou
say, they'll catich on.

You also have a population issve. <
You may be able to get the whole town,
but the more You spread aPter that, the
harder it's going to be to convert people.
You're not going to be able to keep it
secret much longer. There'll be
resistance.

What we need is a way to
make the changes transmissible.
We need Por one of us to be able to But we
start the process in another person can't Pigure it
just by, say, intimate contact. And g oub. I realized a Pew
have the changes happen without days ago that we
needing Purther tending. heed oubside

expertise.
! I

1y
L

it
ik i :
"

| L

at e
i 11 '_L. —

I still don't: see how
ethics comes into it.

The only person I H"‘x
ever took serious
experimental risks with
L was myselP. This is a
~ 0, tested technology.

S0 imagine my
reaction when I
learned that
someone With the
exact background
I need...

The lab staff are all
volunteers, The only ones
who didn't give permission
Pirst are the ones we've
¢hanged Prom the town.

And even then
... I'm nots hurting
them; I'm not r:haﬂgfng
them Por the worse; I'm
not ruining their lives 4

Your Priend is still your Priend,
she's still herself ... she went right
back to doing the same things she arwag%
does. I hope she'll get to have 3 sex
iPe now, of course.

... somecne I
couldn't Bind
becauvse she'd gone
oPF to live in the
woods ...

First, I don't do
that anymore. e
 Haven't Por Years. [ASEEE S - I dohave a

-« WAS conscience.

practically on : _ ; It's perPectly Pine with
My doorstep all Second, I dehave ebhics. | everything lﬂve done.

bhis time. \\\__/// I sleep well at night.

Yeah, well, I covldn't sleep
at nights if I helped you ...
Pon't get any closer!

Oh, all right, Pine.

The sex would have
been Pun, though. I'd
have liked that.

I won't use any of
that on wou. I promise.
I'll try to convince you

I don't think
you'll really

shoot me. the hard way.

Bot I am going to sit
down. I've been on my Peet
all day, and I want to take

these shoes ofP.

Probably not ... but iP you

use Your magic seduction

powenrs on me to get me to
cooperate, you'll just be proving

MY point: You cheat. And I might

want a drini.

I always only
wanted to do one

bhing, ProM the But every time I
I::ebg:rér;mg: Ma{:;e @ / thought up Some Way bo
EUREKKCSs. do that, I ran into the
same obstruction:
men.

Pon't want to have
wars? @reat, except Por men
being assholes. Want everybody
to have PulPilling love lives? Fine,
except Por men and the weird
transactional ideas they have
about sex.

Every time I did the
equations, I ended up at And we don't
the same place: IP we really need them.
want a better world, It's like the
Meh have to go. oysters.

Changing sex in
an oyster is just a
matter of a covple

of squishy bits. I don't Ghink Wou

believe that.

It's not much more
complex in @ human at

the low level. I do think wou

believe in a
better world.

Ok, but what iP
we need men tio be
assholes? What if we get
complacent without them
constantly throwing
sand in the gears?

I can't do this
without you.
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That's cruel and
unPair. Do I look like a
replacement to Wou?

e
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You know,
you're not going to \
be able to just do
y bhis to everybody /
N\ inthe town.

o~
-

| Pight wou. I sure as
Y hell will. Trudy will.,

\ 5
i o

/" Some people will )

L

" You like her, don't you?
Have you told her that wet? \
Have you Pigured it out
yourself wet?

B T

- S < -ﬁﬁgff
) __:" _ \

Ibebyov
haven't.

7 The mayor?
1\ But ... sir ...
. Uh...

I don't want
to hear it.

Bot wou're J;ight about the
other part ... I think we're past -
the point where we need to bother
to pretend. At least, not Por each
other. Maybe Por strangers. 4

But wou're not a
stranger, are Yoo, Mr.
stern?

Po you want to be a
stranger?

BY the way, did you
say hello to Popper on
the way in?

7 1t's kind of cobe, Y

in a stupid way.

e

" Hey, did you know N,
that Trudy went out to
Ostrea yesterday? I think

\ she wanted to have a little

N\ talk with Dr, Lorida. 4

S

B
e

/’ﬂndl haven't seen her
today -- of course,
somebimes she doesn't come

s inbo bown For weeks ...

=1 I'mthe new
. assistant ...
- g What
happened to
Ramona?

Nothing!
RBamona's, uh,
training me ... &%~

Mr. stern!
My, you're looking your name
today. Bad morning?

Where's the mayor?

He's baken a leave
of absence For personal
improvement.

geveral days, I think. He
needs a lot of
improvement.

! -'-'-l-.-"‘l-",.'L

HMM.

B \ell, let me train you to )
o). gebout of myway. /

=7 I'm seeing

i ( the mayor
\ Whether he likes

“ it ornot.

i

FEEFFFFRRRRRERRRNRRRARIE NG BERRERERRRRRRER

|

You shouldn't &Py to be
Punny. You're no good at it.

I'm looking

Porward to seeing
how Ghis goes! I think
Wou're going to turn

oLt really cute!

FRIFRAFRIRRRIIREIRRD.

80 you've all just stopped
pretending to have a cover story,
hoh? Just do wour body snatching in

broad daylight.. I saw that movie.

Don't let him
scare you, Popper,
He's just having a little
trouble getting with
the program. -

Xl

I'm teaching
Popper to do
COMMURItY oubreach,
Mr. Stern. She's
already showing an
aptitude Por it.

Popper can be
the hottest
municipal police
Porce in bhe
state!
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justgoin =
there! <

|

- -H*i.
Watch me.
- _

That's a
reatricted
area! You're
trespassing! =

You're right.
Maybe you should
call the police.

’(‘(“ P Becavse of

| ; whatever that toy gun
The logs say she's | 87 You don't think I can
in Ghis one over here ... shoot You or your trained Oh, honestly. I knew you
but, uh ...sir ... rat First? were a squarehead, but I
it's really bad to didn't think You were dumb.
interrupt the .

/"1 don't want
to hear it.

I certainly hope the
process improves Kou.

I'm not
going to be going

v through your = s
A no = T e e
S = | IF you haven't N B tube and we'ne el == pum—
I| A 5 Pried her brain yet, | e T SISRR.  leaving. ] ""':' =
LY 1 L 0 0§ _— - T g F '
| SR 22 | B VY ATy = —
- '.n.,._ W -l =3 i 3 o .----:: \ - L
o J’ i ii‘ --%
| i == i ==
. . - | ¥ But that's ——]
P g - :« what she's trying ™
- — - T - to tell you.
e - . 9 W i A e
— ~ :
N -
s
.4'|I

You know, this is
hot going to work out
the way you think.

I've already -
Pinished. And iP you shoot
them, you don't get
to use me as Wour
excuse, becavse I §
did it voluntarily. &

Trody! : ' I expect you to
' Find out Por

.. bub ... whiy? wourself,
AEEl

A1
me gmil
=

o 4 =, a1 =
& : ! - .l'l .I.I‘.....
e
|y —
o e
—
- - p——
You can't really i o -
believe that. =-

You can't expect me
to believe that.

!_./" i

... how Much did |

¥ Just about alf
of it, Dee!

Hey!
Wake vp!

... It's over.

Ah, hell, T'm

sorry .. ... bub You know I

aiways doze off when
Wou put on one of these
documentaries.,
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