It's

aP%Eanrﬁ;l?sl' n, I've got: a batich of lovely
Polks! Gosh, it tales For you, but humeor me a

little around the edges ... I also

want to tell you about some of the

artists that made me the
weirde I am today.

seeMs like last

Hallowe'en was
only

westerday!

CAARID)

L"'|I'|_'...'

) No, that's not true--I was a weirdo
From birth. )

But they showed me that it was all right to let | :
your weirdness out in your creative work, A _-".'-_-j.'
That such things were permitted. A - (e

il i

(Like the F- 2 =
sUit? A guy : : = L
named Lovis in s inFluences was Winsor MeCay's 58
New Crieans was “Little Nemo." These comics always
hﬂ‘-’l';gl: '3131"{1 have the same structure--Nemo is

dreaming, he wakes up in the last
panel--sometimes the stories continve
From week-to-week, sometimes
they're one-shots.

McCay was a brilliant artist
and a cinematic thinker--in Fact he

laber made some of the Pirst animated [ ("l o
Pilms in the Us--and was not aPraid to show MeCay didn't actually transPorm his g 1.
dream logic or go outright hallucinatory. little hero very often, but when he L ey
The runaway bed, above, is a did--like here, wheh Nemo wants to wash vp W =

particulariy Famous one. 50 the Martians put him through a giant !-'-'_ v
- ¥y g 4 l[aundry machine, ending with him L
F T Plattened--they were real doozies. i
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about his other comic, A vy | A
started a wear earlier [ 7 J-"" 74 :
Under the pen name S
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LY. Theidea in "Dream of the - i il "I Tonucken!| AN |1 b | o TN o v SR
E Rarebit: Piend" is more or less : S A JISE 32 e A
. w7 4 the same:People have bad S | | Y TR
25 A4 dreams cavsed by eating 0o
¥y — Mmuch rich or strong Pood. They

wake up in the [ast panel.
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TH DMING. GOODEY!
FAREWELL To ALL, 1
DD MIT WEMT Tip GO
THIS WAY, ADEU!

dreams and nightmares of a
small boy. "Rarebit” is by and Por
advlts, and the nightmares reflect adult
== Pears and concerns, like hair loss (below),
e or a man whose wiPe literally transforms
into a harpy to beat the snot ovut oF him
| B Por coming home [ate Prom

The tone is darker. An Mﬁmg {rrght?.
inFamous one shows a burial--From
the point of view of the person being
buried, looking vp a hole as people drop
shovels of dirt on him. Even the
oub-of-control bed (@bove) is more
threatening.

sort of like a rehearsal Por
"Nemo"--the art is coarser and so is the
tone--but MeCay also did things here he

{ didn't atbempt in "Nemo," like breaking the
1 Pourth wall (bhe man who gets obliterated by
the artist's mistakes, above), and Par more

phusical transPormations, like the
Pull-blown age-regression story
below right.

|
REAT, NOW : (WHEO! 1SN'T THIS GREATS
HiS 13 SOMETHING LIKE IT, | wWISH SHE WOULD HUREY
_IJ-"ll'l'l =HE A RPR I SED S Bl AND GET HER WRAPS OFF
II-..||._||_ ] .-_|_ '-.. -'_'l I\."'l .- 10, Pl -_I F ANTY COME % !“:_'\-:' EHD
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0ING TOO FAR. OH" OH!
| '-.H'H-I_ LTATHY | I | BT
THITH ITH ToO MUCHTH
_| .-\.‘.I :"{. I i .-.fljl =y ..“!.
| GOT THOTHS TABLETHS

IERTHY THAEES:

|
T - I
= 1 don't think I've
ever actually had Welsh
rarebit, but I do know that
when I was a kid I vsed to get

home with my Hallowe'en candy [ 1'd crash aPber the sugar
\ and immediately scarf down 7 nysh, and between all the chocolate N
-\ More of it than was good 4 (1'd eat all the chocolabe Pirst) and the | ] |
L Por Me. Bvery Wear. S somewhat disgruntled stomach, I would | || Sakes wHERE? ! | Sicatnns pre
m : S always have the weirdest dreams 4 WHAT? HOW 22 A f 1 OUS DREAM
that night. - ] b s b

BKE OHE CREAE
i THAT
WAS FIERCE OH;

20 here's Pive
little treats Por you
(with a Pew more
comments From me in
between).

They're tasty, but don't eat
them too Past, or, in the spirit of
Winsor MeCay, you could end up

Piate with pean

e

-



Huh?

Why is the Ploor
all wet?

Full moon ...
wish I had somebody
here to appreciate it

At least the
Progs sound
happy.

4
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Bintriiis

?GU*f
Oh!

... Uh, hello.

You're not
going to kill me,
Pight ¥ I really need
Lo know You're not
going to kill me.

Why do you--
what /s it that
smells like that?

It's 50--

You know, you
don't really look /
violent ... /

Oh god

e

What are you doing in /' Actoally, yoo
here? Keep away!1 You . _= look kinda ... lost.

N rt---
touch me, I' ‘*-H______ Are you OK?

“'—-

Ch god ohgod

You want to do
it that way?

Ok ...

Hang on, let me
shift a little ...

Jou had better
not be an axe
murderer, W'hear?

‘Cavse I'm about to
do something really,
really stupid.

Yeah, it's a little tricky
... here, let me help ...
MMM ... Ehere we go ...




R

4 “Uh ... good
\Morning.

S,

=

7 ot a big

| believer in
\ clothes, huh?

T,

e,

o,

=

/ 'Course, 1
IIr don't bhink wou
,  came in with

N, any...

o

I don't keep
Mmuch Pood in the
house, so it's gonna

, have to be cereal.

Take a seat.

Ch ...
not going to
bother with a

/" You're definitely )

L kind of strange. |

b

\'1.

I wish I could

W Pigure out exactly

Wwhat--

Hang on, I'll get
Ehe milk ... and a
SPOON ...

I shovldn't have

screamed ... wou
just cavght me by
sprprise ...

Hey!
Where are you

going? You arrerl‘i_::

leaving, are Wou?
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> Why's my Pavorite niece

s0 dejected today? These
{ luncheons are supposed to b :
b =

; . . g ] 4 1t, ah ... -""
. Fount of exuberance! Roast - ~ 1., | \ T don't thin 1 -
W, d i Tl \ I don't think that's likely. 4
S Patited calf and all that. -8 . &1 ; : o 007 bbwls hak. 2 —

-
Fr .

| — e " '\_
b,
."'. "

Sorry ...

I had a one-night
| stand--OK, a two-night
stand--that I really ; - - o
A didn't want to come 4 ; == [ : : ... 1 guess it's just as
r ~"'\__ E:I aﬂ EF:‘J’ 4 | = s e 1 - A i P 'n'\"E'-!l- I Lf'::'l—“l':iﬂltl HEI'-.-'E' a
R N > : gt ' conversation with him.

EUess you've
been there a
;.ﬂ"f‘l couple of times.

-3 i?

'1-—-.._h_h__

Couple of

A hundred.
: >

Y And Por every one I
( didn't want to leave, there
L Was one I was relieved to

b never have to see again. A common problem, I' m afraid.

\ o

. o — 1

Sounds like you There was one once who ... ah, well, I'm 8
don't bhink he's sure You don't want the sordid details. 4
going to call you?

-

Iguessit |
was too MUCh )

to hope Por.

-

THE NEXT NIGHT, AS IT ALWAYS DOES, THE MOON BESAN TL WANE --.

No, hold on!

Don It- -'-,'J-ﬂ l_fEtl'

L P R R PR

: A
One more timeZ |
Flease?®

I don't care what
L you look like ...




TWe BOUNDS LATEE-

‘. SPATDL 1 I have
e — 0 S il Bl kissed him. Uh,
J Well, Por ¥ R UUAN g et ' many times.
: what it's @ . e
I 4 | worth, I believe g — m ]
WoL experienced | - g — n o
What Yo say you = , several .
2, did. Not only do I =7 Vil i :
i i E . trustyou L2 L\; E \¥ pfa‘”%' X <
' " \ implicitly, you've P—— : ?
l ' : dlways been a B 7 ., [ ‘ &
lovsy liar. - : ’ i d
- '-',_‘_._,

Y Perhaps you R = ¥
But I'm not ¢ need to kiss him §
clear what you While he's Pullya '8 ,.
expect me to bring Frog, then. Or . r
to this. | You know all kinds perhaps I'm talking 0
oF weird GHEHQE."I out my @ss. I Lt ] ‘-'L
thought: maybe you'd b don't know. 4 -
have some idea how 1 2 1 : Yy Ok.Dowou
could ... You know, get N know somebody
him out of it. o L Wou could ask? &

-

e

-

—

Beloved niece,

Wou do realize this
establishment is Por a
certain type of
gentleman ...7

¥ Who won't laugh in my Pace? 1
... actually, I might. An old Jesuvit, of all

people, at Loyola. It'll bake me a couple

& oF days. Don't do anuthing P-ﬂ-ﬂfiﬁhk; w

Yeah. It's
great. None of
Lhem give me 4
hard time. Or _.
even notice I'm Tkow

here, really. Y  anthropology, not '\
I'm going to tell you a | witchcraPt ... thoughI 8 e
story Wou're not going to  Jrant theyre adjacent
believe, and I don't want o, disciplines. S sassical

—

anybody interrupting us unless R T a
" it' bo bring us drinks. [ paaiar e,
§ wlhlr'ﬂh WF-;FHI”E Heplﬂ \ p ? I U. a '-IU --'E r--' ﬂ F
ikl ettt \,_kiss him, of course,
i o=

LATEE THAT NIEHT-

Ok, I know1 had a
but pair of waders in
suppose I here somewhere ...
do heed to
kiss him
While he's
by @ Prog.

I have surely lost
MY damn mind.

There can't be
more than a
thousand Progs in
bhis swamp, right:?

I Mean, it
covldn't hurt to just &8
wander a little bit

and ook ...

NEOT FAE AWAY ---

What you want,
I surely Mister man, en?

have [ost My
damn mind.

Phil told me about
this old woman years
ago and I didn't believe him.
I'm not sure I believe him now.
Phil had a lot of Pavlts, but
telling the truth wasn't
one of them.

still, in the
Pace of
gircomstantial
evidence ...

Ah, pardon,
Madame Levoir ...

There is ... rOMmoP
: - g is, there's a man in
- _— = this swamp with a
curse on him. La
maiediction ...

I ' — ] Not saying you
g s : A o had anything to do
GO - . W With that ... but
e A - - ' A3 perhaps you know
e something, oui

Jou come wrong, mister
man. I don’ curse nobody. .
Clugis! Never curse Hﬂ'bﬂdﬂ, You have it back to Eront!

eheheheh .. y Dat no man, non/

Poor cher p'tit Prog ...
Come here in the box wit'
les bananes ... so Par From B

him home ... o m'mselle

Progs of him kind ...

A" Tam a»

i -
-

I Peel sorry Por him,
ouiZ
Once a mont', moon come
out, I give him chance to
Find belle Pemme ...

There's a man in this swamp
who takes the Porm of a Prog,
except when the moon is Pull. My

‘Curse.' Ptak/

iece ... encounter M. )
niece has ... encovntered him I don’ curse nobody.




Hey,
little guy!
This is
ridiculous, Po you
Tons of Progs, recognize
but; none of me?
them's right ...

This may be
bhe dumbest
I don't even thing I've ever
have to get close ... done in My liPe,
none of them are those but oh well.
colors. None of them that Don't run away,
bright, or with stripes on now. I just want to
their legs-- pick You up Por a
second ...

Hold real still,
NOW ...
~.-'|:-"I"| y -
Wait a second .. - Uuhhooadaah s
What's that over |
bhere?

ﬁ'-r'e L.j'ﬂu el ﬁfrg'ﬁ e
here?

I'll give her a call tomorrow, I
spppose ...

You khow,
they say love is
a two-way

sorey to
barge in at this
hour, but you didn't
answenr your door,

e ?;':EEd 4 Well, at

least I didn't
interrupt her in
bed with
somebody.

I guess
"Rinding your true
I hope - : = ~ ; _ love" looks diPferent
she's ouk doing . : ' ® g depending on who's
something doing the looking. 4
worthwhile and s
hot: Poolish.

_-—'—'_._._.___‘_‘_‘_‘——_._
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o fhidﬁ learn at a pretty young age T~
/" Where their kinks are. [Tlheu M? Y nevez iy
(become consciously aware of them (Some of them : : !
-3tau oblivious even as adults), but they know .." . dfsappﬁ?ﬁiﬁﬁ;ﬂﬂaﬁ%gx ;??3#'%% l?n':lul'slbh one™,
th-‘*rl they like something in particular, even , / . exception I'll mention later. Why would a \

iP they can't 5ay why. 25t ' ) Pantasy artist with ample talent anda
= ’ transformation scene in the '5'.'-!5'["[:] choose nob .
to illustrate the transPormation scene? Tﬂﬂ 4

7
1 liked transPormation and control Mmoch of a pain to draw?

/ themes, and I was aware of it probably
Prom about age six, which is when I Pirst
started reading the Oz books. (I was an

advanced reader who got bored with
"x_a picture books very early.)

Boris Vallejo. p
- - | Talented dude, even i

_—_ As1got alibble ﬂfﬂ"f‘a MOSE ™~ == - Y’ ' he is basically Frank

yd GF'- MY Piction reading settled inbo ™ : . . 4 Frazetta with more Vaseline on'
/" the Pantasy and science Piction genres, ™ - ; the lens. Spends his entire

/ which had the most chance (Por me) of being Ill : \ Ty f ¢areer drawing mostiy

{ interesting. Things rI'IJN.-E" Judy Blume's sagas Gp. . - - ' f overmuscled barbarians and |

* ddolescence didn't do anvbhing Por me--I  / Y S overbreasted women in
. Wanbted robots and monsters and ; . chainmail bikinis. Such a / 3

“~._dragons and witches and so on. -~ | SEACR CE waste.

—

T —
P _‘—|—|__

. -H-h-"'"-.
g It. was a constant i

/~ disappointment bo me that F/8F, ™\
/" Which had the potential to do anything Ay KT _ AL -
| (to anyone), without the limits of reality, | o7 gl ) ' 2 The one ™
\ didn't go into the areas of my kinks more / Yy ' e | 4 : exception is the ™
. oPten--even iP I didn't know they i - -~ : ' art he did Por the book
i were kinks v _feb pi g y ¥ =2 : ENCHANTMENT to
3 \ e | - ' [ . accompany erotic stories
= S . Vil & B by his (now ex-)wiPe Doris.
» il Iﬁameb:me-: wonder iPT Bt ; o 7 A Some of these go
'lr-

“ started writing Piction just to provide A interesting places ...
Pcvr' myself the things I covldn't get enough 'y . A = S\ Mmore interesting thaﬁ
| oP. One of the earliest real short stories I | \ & i - e the stories, to be -
‘-.~ wrote was about @ woman involuntarily ' y honeat. -
. being turned into a rag doll. I was m/ - A
B elementary school.

e

- — - . ' ! 4 ’ This one's MY\
Pavorite. Lot |

e {1 was deprived of a Pew things that might have helped. ‘*--.._ - § w . ‘\'\EGTHQ on here. /
Hmth;r' bhe Gopsebumps nor ANiMorphs series, which are packed 7 L - L
f full of contrgl and transformation themes, existed when [ was a kid. ;. ! [ f i

Hcm did some video media, like "Tobally Spies," which is notorious Fr:r
-~ having mind control in nearly every episode.)

Lﬂne everybody starved For their e
anh does, I oPten read ib into works
. Where it probably wasn't intended. Take )

.|I'

. Hajime sorayama, Por example. -~
-‘HH""'--._

——
—

||'

——

s,

e H|5 endless, o
.--*” nearly-identical chrome robot women do
. nr:-t'-hmg Por me--unless I can build a mental story about LB e
e how they have been transformed and/or controlled. / ——
Headphones sending signals are good Por bhat, as are partial s /
~_bransPormations, or Pigures Who appear to be reacting 4
~~__ botheir change, as in the sculpture in i:-he il )
=l case behind me. F

/" Robobs alone ™
[ ¢anbe interesting, \
but
robotization--mmm,
. oW Ehat's the
N, good stuPP.



- . Has (iFe leFt Wou Peeling vseless?
| HopelessT Helpless T
[ 4 A" Stuck in 8 dark pattern with ne light in sight: 7

It's Gime You considered joining vs in Fairhaven.

i
e -

S -
) : '>

TITLE WITH APOLOGIES T2 DAVID CRONENBERS

--are taken care off At
ne cost! Al of the needs of the
physical are provided For, leaving
You Pree o live bhe [iPe Wou choose in
our virtual world. No cares, no jobs, no
pain, ho stress,

) In Fairhaven, thanks to the
latest technology, Wou can live wour
liPe absolutely Pree of the grind that's
» bearing Wou down. Pay the rent 7 keep the
power onZ Avoid going hungry £
In Fairhaven all of these things--

Join Us in Fairkhaven todaw! We
dccept all applicants. What
are you waiting Por?

Hello, Tom.

Do you ever think
about me?

You can't escape it, ou khow.

Jou never could.

It's coming Por You. I'M coming Por you.

2/

Valerie ...
I'm s0rry, yeah,
I know, I
promised we'd
do something
Look, they're
PURNing me into the
ground at work ... Ijust
e don't have the energy tonight.
P Yeah. I'm really sorry. I bhink
I'm just going to go

Whether Wou knew it or not.

. Have you

¢an barely see straight M considered
.. IPT don't get some good Have Yol —  Fairhaven?
sleep real soon .. MW e Considered N
W= (av> considered [ —
\  ag”  ConsTey =\
e COHSIh — 4 (_;II -
A -"—— = P il '
CONSicEeerT, A '_.--'IH' .'

r..l"'. i — . ! o

i

I L




Leave me alone ...

.i_l:-:-"_-:i —

.

_ __.‘t-—-?___ ?"" — b -

—\ Even someone as
————— pathetic as Tom here can
= get into Fairhaven. We accept
anyone. Even lovers whe
abandon vs.

You still want me,
Tem. I can tell.

O

]

s
11‘ }

s lp ‘H‘" .
b

I told You I
couldn't do

.'F

[ ValerieZ \

\ anything ... /

Gloria =
She's

‘reaﬁpeared?'

| three nights
\ 84o, TOM. ’

called Pour \

bimes. Have
ou even
nobiced? J

o Haveyou
1" seen any of "-l
. those Fairhaven,
N ads?

™

Don't tell me this
is all about being
exhavsted Prom work.

I'm not stupid. 4

" Tell me what's
reaily going on.

gir?
Are Yoo all
right?

I think maybe
once ... part of one
... L didn't stop to__

liS6eN- _~"The woman in those
ads is Gloria. I'm sure of
it. And since they started
showing, I swear she's
haunting me.

Maube it is work.
Has your job been
even more stresspul
than vsval lately?
Want some stress
relief?

Valerie, I'm not
kidding!

I've been c:rreatﬂ.'.mg
about her! And they're
weird dreams, tog, like she
knows she's invading them
and she's trying to control §
them ... I haven't gobben
good sleep in two
weeks!

Pon't tovch me!
I don't want to be
touched.

Look, just go, OKZ
I'm sorry.

\
_— You know, if you're
. having trouble sleeping,
mavbe wou should try it
~ Without the television on.

Aw, come on, Tom.

Don't you remember how good it was?

I do.

e kdos T g

r See, I knew Wou
still wanted me.




= ¥
Welcome to Fairhaven, just twenty N8 Uh .. ho. : Guess ;ﬂﬁ“ Ms.
A8 W1ig the xuore " 1have 2 question ... 8 sort; of better than a Pla salking?
Are you here Por admission® wmr'd one ... and I'm hoping wou ‘ nejection, even if it ,.-‘ . b Thanks Por
can help me. just means she comes ' Your
back in Pive minutes . patience.
and tells me "never
heard of her" ... J

Ma. Moritz
will be up to see
Wou in just a
Moment.

™ "
"'.-"x,l

Thereis

something about |
this place I just ~,

don't like, and I'm )

_ damned iF I khow |

= W i iana: what it is.

I've seen e _ L

}

L

W some of wour ads Y
j" and I think the woman
in them is an old Priend
o I've lost touch with.
Well, ah, I'm Her name is Gloria
not sure ... HMm. Moritz.
Can I have your
name?

Valerie

Salkind.
Have a seatb over

there on the sofa,
Ms. salkind, and give
Me a Pew minutes to
go ask.

—

._._\

& ‘ AN .1t's called /“
Hello, [E°F ' "detaching.” My mind doesn't have to
Valerie. % ‘ ; rb is redlly ;x ,. ‘_—F‘_’?ﬂ in this body ... in Pack, it's kind of hmntlnaj\?
Been a long = : U’-"“ in there? / /) T>>and we only do it iP we have to. The rest of the <= =
time. — W ' Gloria, 1 WEMIE o . " " time, we exist in a virtual space, and our
- , You do¥ What - bodies Punction wibhout vs,
s \ d'd they do? { % ' » avkonomousiy.

3 1
1.."‘*--.._._~._

Relax,
Valerie.
4 It really is me.
This is what
. S0Meone Who's
Y joined Fairhaven
/S looks like. IE's
completely
’ normal around

T

I've been their
spokesperson For months
now. They think I havea <« {
good Pace Por it. '

Ty
i,

A
.'-h"‘n. -
= 1..-. g

=EEEL,

Is it ... could You go
back to the way you
: were before? IF Wou
| .y e _ wanted to, I mean. £

o
S 5
iy W
rl|I i ot L RE R,
A [] whay
1 s T LA
| i LA e o
| - I smmnEE ":"'."'.'-
o = i . L L
L, =T LA
el - w Fy
Ly 3 | P =T 1 =1 -
A 'y -y Fid F
L s e =+ L4 [} F
— B
~—. g o v
f . 5 - e A1 L
i - i B o B ,:a'
J (s [ = w F
i B : - & J
i . 1o o e
f ‘.‘ -~ s R

| A
N
~gy N ‘
: . e, o . 4 X
Let's go sit : I don't see -
somewhere a little
more private, where

Wwhy not e but I'm It really is
not sure. I don't
we can talk. wonderkFul,

think anyone's ever v __ Valerie. You should <
wanted to. - consider it.

=
"

here.

)
'l“

l,;.-. B
T

ﬁ;:'.. "'5 ._-:(?ﬁ / "-...-"j

Haw.I‘ve — “}T
_,;h b#en honest with L.

\ <\ | ? it's all
N WYou, I'dlikeyoutobe 7 / . - innocent. Weird
r.,:.s'* honest with me. : , - - ] as hell, but
— | ' + _ ’ innocent. And she
/ I?m‘ Tom send t_a:h::'u_f__\E VAGE hid 4 _ - sounded like she
P N ol J : was mostiy
e . x.ﬁ-., | . = g telling me the
/e diant P

/ sendme ...but § =
frhe 5 whi I'M here, "Zj' :
gu555 He's been | 2 — = 4 e >,
ever 5:r|r:e You ’ == = Y= N
\ drﬂappe&r-ea and /§ =

going ofF in my
5 he saw Wou in :
N the ad'."'i

r.-""" - _‘__?, “'f' ) =
/T{' —/ Buthe OB
didn't come
himselPZ I Pind it = — ——1 ' { ._ . — = '“‘g
hard to believe he's A — = 3 _ . r‘f Promising. "
™, Worried about me. I lePt — = _—— ' . et . s
 because it was clear he = ___———— § b want to do | 1 B d
X didn't want to have : ————— a litble more
“?anybhmg more to do —

_ . == looking. In the 3 IP
/ T with me.

: - parts that 4 someone
- X /1717171 aren't 50 | catches me,
1 4'_,..--'-5"'___'_"'--.

% / public. mf I'l say I got
\ . ’ \V' /S /L P lost [ooking <
! R . \ . - £ K HAMM.
\ ) 1 don's bhink that's /”/ Bl R e W\ N rorehe N 1wonder
( completely true. You two's—_@& / ' L e Bl | ovevS. w8 how their
\. E’Zﬂﬂﬂ e him "/ \ putting aside whether that -

: - : : autonomous
J-‘T”’F wauld do any good, it would be .. A e bodies deal
f,? ~———— > diPPicult. We can't physically leave Bub tell him iP he
< il

with &hat.
- the Pacility. The equipment only : > wanbts bocomepay - \ :

: 3 - . happy to talk.
TN -
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But it doesn't
ook like it has
anything to do with
them, or Fairhaven.
Thew're making cans of
something.

And they all
say "Petached." Is
that what happens?
Their minds go play
somewhere and their
bodies work in a Pactory
without them?

— —_—
= e
, =

3 =

—
-

\ N e
\, Oh, stop squirMing. Z
= You were going bo endvp —
. Joining Us as so0n s Wou came into
— 1 “the Pacility, whether you knew it or
i not, You've just Made it happen a

— = lot Paster. [
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: Poor, poor ToMm.
Scdred bo look at any of Ghe
> dds in case thelf burn inbo
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____—-l""__fhr ! L _it ] ._.i.--""ﬂ"-.-.-i --—-.—:'I-.H !‘
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You'd better
come and get her,
hadn't wou?

Look who I
have, Tom.

Tom, nef

Don'e do it!
That's what
- she wants! 2
=
=
= teach hertolike it <
nere., j
o,
WS ‘-:"":-.'"
ToM, don't
listen tio--
-~ MMPh/--
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e

-
e
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You know, I was

hoping You'd be

stiupid enough to
wander back here.

- — ey

AR RN

!I.III.I.IIi|I1 |.l| ll \|

Do You habe Me
Lhat MUCh?

Valerie.
Honestly, you're
going to love it.

Trust me.
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-
L
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& 3 2
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hilarious that |
= Wou go to all bhat ——
trovble to avoid
them. They're
debdched. Tﬁ:ﬁ =
! can't see
anthing

II

=__-‘ = e ;- :,"I —IIJ
iq 2 o

Meanwhile,
I have
cameras
em-'er'g;rwhéﬂe and
I've been watching

Hou SiHce Hou
EH!:PFE’G'

, Sneaking in
i . 5U¢ch an
3 5 mt.anreqtmg
= ~ bhihg to do.

-‘1"‘1._

me! Come out and tal L

( Then stop watching
o me Fac#ba—kﬂsez .,

expect to ever

" 5ee you again, Tom.

h  What happened? Did
h Wou see myPaceona 4
/ 5creen somewhere and

/ decide You missed me @
oo lot more than You =
? wanted to admit?

5 ILknowwhere A & A= ol _ﬂ_,.dj. "
~ sheis..Icantake = A\ | .
- \ No, don't worry abuub
{‘:":_H'gu tlh'ErE ....bUtIWE 1“‘—: - tlhphll t'h'ﬁl_"j dqﬂ t see ﬂnh_'_“‘——-—.?
ii? hallﬂe tl'ﬂ hur'l _Lj.' q'ﬁ_ = i -_} hear EHLITEIH”-‘; Itl q bhp {J_.ﬂ"
cameras! They're watching “f“““—~ ' /
ever l_qthmgf ™ £\ Comeon. Valerie L
WS hasn't been here very
AU | > long. I'm sure she's all -

e

l-*l"'lL.r"EEIp is L1 |u

W business, bub You
w4l better not have done
B anybhing bo Valerie.

A o
e My god.

Where is she

Tﬂl"lhlr F:'Jl?u':l."-'."'
== They vse our bodies &
Por hire work and keep
us trapped! They work on
aur minds, try to rewrite ‘-.,_-—
us ... it's 80 hard to h
treah out ...

| You've got to 5
You're here about her? get me o0t 0P A

Oh, Tom, I'm disappointed. I - but Y
really thought you-- _ “w Ay’ we ﬁ.g.gj to get |
A \ & 1\ Valerie out too. £
¥, .-r"-"
¥ ‘F‘m
AL

I think you

See? She's Pine. _ L must think this is
Just Pinishing up the T R / against her willZ
last of the ;- b ;
operations tests.

We don't
4 < operate like that.
That's not "Pine!" i She came to LS. She
Undo it! Now/ =~ wants this.

I don't believe you.

let’s ask. Q Now that | ; :
- you're all tested N - No, don t:;ahg it
and complete, are you . - R o
shill happg witih your oms Tom/,
Unit, are decision® Everything Tom, get ovt:
your tests Peel OKZ she's lying to you!
complete? It's a trap to get
' | Wou in here ...

Oh, yes! I didn't
This is the best think Little
Good. Would choice I ever made. Miss Wallpaper
Wou go into Pull I'm really looking had it in her.
connect Por me, Porward to My new

Z We'd li liPe. I--
i g ; - 165 ot like
question. - ) - : - - . : . it's going to
h : _ I - E— | : ' S s Make any
difPerence.
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I E’ d Lo {
me’All of [

that was -
an ack IS I love this lie!

e I love that my Pace and voice
are drawing people in here, and
that thew'll never, never
leave.

It makes me hot..
When I recorded the
spbliminals I was horny
Por a week.

A

¥ OF course it & Aargh!
was, stupid.

First I'm going to rip this
stopid thing oPP g0 I can
look Wou in the eyes, and

then I'm going to--

I'm queenhere. I
don't have to put Lp with
any of the things I had to
deal with out there. Like
Miserable boyPriends who

vanish becavse they're too
cowardly to tell me they don't
love Me anymore ... :

* You're the one
' Who vanished! We had
ho idea where Wou
went! We searched
Por _l-_fl';'U:' HEEF
telling
wourself
that.

Another nice
thing about this
place: You never have
o look anyone in the
eyes. Ever again.

L — =
I just can't believe it. Are FVV———

==

-

ﬁ—'l ..I, - f - e e - L =

_— ;,P:rd f—"'"‘"f-'"ffﬁ i qvf;ﬂﬁ = Hou sure it was just about =

- I I 4 [ e = =T LY r (] _—
=, MENE JUSL GO FINd her, : herZ You didn't want to see ¢ ~—————

= TomT T} I maraaT ' — - e g
- Tom £ That libtle movse: — again even a litEle bit?

A
=
N

s Ll
‘li_-d

:._:'-

T —
g

e
—_—r =

I.=
You prePer her over Me? BFV————- —_—————\ =
-— — You're such @ R e Maybe it was the
. gisappointment. Even when] YVY—— s subliminals. They Lell me t:.*rer
= thinkyovcanthurt me ~———— rrects on someone Who aiready knows
' - anumonre, wou find a way. S — => you are ... strange. Have you been
— 3 = —————  dreaming of me, Tom? Have I been in

Hour hallucinations?

= Redlly, I'm -
= doing you & Pavor. ==
This has got bobe A=
> better than whatever =

Unit, are
Your tests
complete?

Oh, Tom, I'M 50 s0rry ...

i ~ME o
= = J
TomZ
p -
- Tom, I ... I need you.

Badly.

Like, Pight: ROW .. "
Oh, yes ...
Oh, god ... .

) fan we? : 4

Aaaaaannhpnhl!

I mean, I'm not
s0re You'd want to
call it a happy
ending ...

But at [east

together ...
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= > Graduaﬂm I was able to Pind 3 : =
‘ ..._.r""' '5GM‘* resources Por Edﬂfb*aUdlEﬂEE “‘*-.M N i Evropean stUPP had more N
- /" graphic novels (not: necessarily eroic). The ™\ /" interesting art, to me, and was willing to ™
'y /" American ones didn's do much Por me;they /" go inbo kinkiand a bit more oPten .. but Was N e —
suPPered Prom the Marvel/DC driven visval style |/ sometimes spoiled by obher Pactors. There wag \ 2 Eui:- Ty . b:g
even more Misogyny in European works than in U .'I 5 'ew:eptmrn Vitborio Grﬂrdmo o "‘x

. i that's given American comic book illustraion tunnel |
vision Por ninety years. There were some /| st0PP, which is Why you don't See a clip Prom anY |/ solieetion of shorts "Little Ego” o\,

ﬂ'p Milo Mtaﬁﬂra '5 Wr::r'[-. F'IET'E ':dE‘EF[tIE "C[:Cl& : "" ﬂmﬂ went [Hf.'aﬂ wild ttEr'Fltl"'r'!] [D'lirEd

II
\ ".

H‘* < magazine, which was like Heavy Metal
Mo but actoally had geod 5tane=

Nemo" (the back cover of the most
recent edition, right, makes this
. explicit), but it was good-spirited. /
‘*~ Ega is enjoying her weird ’__,-f"
b dreams.

"l-

exceptions--like Marvel's great, doomed Epu 2

through and f:.hr-crugh}

Wonder why _

1 pought - T S —— 6 & _
Tﬁiﬁlﬁ % ) ; puo=liner o TEREEE | (. . < T'm not in the habit of ™

ksl XS [ b S : cult : ' damg direct "remakes” aP N

- ! - f crther people's ideas ... but in \

this case I covldn't resist |
L Making an exception. I'm not

saying this is my absolube /

Pavamtﬂ story in “Little Ego," /
bub it's right up ther# _,.f"

A s
f M:_q version haﬂ !
/s adiPPerent endmg X
,-' The ending to all the
| stories in "Little Ego" is Iﬁ
. the same as in "Little |

N\ Nemo": she wakes up. /
Spoilers! -

VL
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1 i
e r i

i | i
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o g ."-__ _f-'
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h

I'd never dare
< wear it out of the
- house .. T

I really don't
know why I
bought this.
It does look
good on me,
though!

You actually
are attractive,
Wou know .. how
about a little
kiss, hmm?

Not that I
could ever get
anybody to say

somebhing like that
to me Por real--




I was just so
worked Lp and I
got carried
away and--

N

What's with all
the noise?
Are you OK--

In the
Middle of the
PloorZ With all
the curtains
open?

Oh/

|i]i f

Well, then ...

e

11
o
:.I';l

... there's ,
something over here
Wou're redlly going to
want to see.

You know what's
even better than a
really good smutity

dream?

Sharing it with
\_somebody else.

o

-.._H_‘_‘_-_-_._ o

Bub
there was ...
there were
these ... it
was ...

I wasn't
... Uh ...

Ch, what
the hell.
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'_" " I'mnot 3 big ™\
b parftu:mant inthe

Purry/anthro world |
. Ml_qaelp but I appreciate )

., \ their commitment te /

- & W\ . kinkiness. (-

*’4.
‘é

-n."-n_-—"'

— =y o "Just as Rule 63 could t:re x
/ read as "whatever your kink,
_. /  thereis a genderswapped
- 2
—— [ version of it,” there should be 8 HI
rule Por "there is a Furry/anthro |-

I'h version of it." .'

"'-.

Wmh the codicil: And they Mﬂl_d,— Y
“have gotten there P—mab{

-— P i
- e N
- L:
- T

" Inthe pre-World Wide ™
Web days, a dark jungle ofF ™\
MUPs and EE'—Jesnyﬁ Iam

Old--oPten the Purry/anthro art )

COMMUNIEY Was bhe best ,. _ TE | = | il
. place--sometimes the only  / A=y ¢ | AL A . 3 — 1.2
\. place--to Pind art in w:ur' ,_:-'i__ N = \ {/ (7 =\ 3 I T,
M e — J . =) Ll DIE N 2 AT 'S MISSEDR.
partmurar hmh{ﬁ} g i, ~ | \ HIS WORK IS INCREASINGLY HARD T FIND
_——~ Andthey've always been W‘”'”g v IN BECENT YEARS, ESPECIALLY IF YOU,
- I':.a combine the mischief in interesting “"---.,ﬁ = d-ﬂr‘l t directly do Purryy/ aﬂt,hm ' LIKE ME, DON'T HAVE LOGINS FOR
f wagsﬂanhe these three Robert Hill drawings) .~ £ oW FUBAFFINITY AND OTHER SUCH PLACES. (T
I' L~ 5tupp in my stories, but I do love 3 QW N SHOULD LOOK INTE THAT.) T HAVE SWIPED
I" Which not GH[H Pfﬁlr"l all kinds of gEP‘Iﬂ'EF‘ 7 animal transformation {I love all X T;JESE EROM Egpgg'j"f; BY Dguf:;glhlrggf
S @AMaR b [ErAlitare Shoveng A WolP ' transpormations, as long as it's not goddamned | USER RABBETTE.
(being puts) in sheep's clobhing. Werewolves. I am over [iPetime quoba of mm— —
werewolves). S0 some of my TF maberial g8 \Which brings us to our next little bale ...
- ¥ verges on the same ber*mtarg
2 e
In 1936, adventurer and ol
amateur archaeologist Jderome A
{ "Rome") Carter was S
investigating ruins within a - xl
cave on the Yucatan peninsula. ot ]
" 1 He was never seen dgain.
X f

.
L] "
\ UV Al
. ﬁﬁ; F
Wi
5 Ry
- \_‘ j‘ |. "Il
/ :
- His adventuring companion @
Carson Powell was devastated.
Powell spent weeks searchingj
the jcave system, to o avail.
#fr
L] . .

Carter's fiancee, Nancy
sBellwater, wos saddened,
b€ curiously unmgved.

= 7 P
ﬂﬁgﬁ
— —
With no other close friends or family, Carter was gquickly
- forgotten, vanishing from memory as thoroughly as he had

vanished from our world.
The true story of what happened to him has never been told.

Until now.

COMES A HORSE

or«, and tmaaes 5\1 Trilb

PRTIE S AR
o B e ! 5 God in heaven!
__.: ; ] r}.- ’ - I: .. _'.-.-Ffl
ST - ST cronge . AR o MAE
What happened? ' . SR cverybhing is SE '3 k! A
Some sort of portal ... . % L% SN diPPerent ... Y L
el . i —.---" ]_"r 3

I was Palling ... -
i What's happened to me?
I'm ... what am1?

I'm outdoors ...
jungle ...was 1
transported oubside of
the caves somehow? I ¢can Peel
My scar, bt @8
the shape of MY Y

Paceis... Yy o
vision's off ...

My Peet!
What's wrong
with my Peet:®

o
"\.
-

"~ Now wait )
just @ minube
. I'mnot ... /
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Hey there.
It's all right,
the g‘re- gone.

Barn's shut Por
the night.

Come on, stand
vp. I've got some
salve Por your
back. It'll help.

O O=via '1\‘

NV Yovn Y
YEZL AN
vouv L?.F'- MY (. AP
VERV'N VERY
0= wun '

Idden 132V
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Don'y =7 |
=AY OLEVT
=Y wun

My name is Tarn.
What are you called?




I khow.

I don't know
where you're Prom. Bub
Your ¢coat is difPerent: Prom
any runner I've ever
known--you don’t have Pur in
the same places-- and you

What's "Englishz"
I speak the same
l[anguage as you.

It's the only
l[anguage we
rUnners have, as
Par as I know.

"“Bunners"?
BuobI'mnot ...I don't
bhink I am ...

Well, you are, though,
aren't MouT Are Yoo going to
try to bolb? -

No ... I don't think so.
But I'm not an animal! I should
resent being treated like one ...

My rider
and the princess
are very close. she is
helping the princess train
you. And they will ride
together, when the
bime comes.

But also ... I
think they know wou
heed someone.

20 You
were pulled
away Prom the
Main barns to
keep me
CoOMpany? 4

Tarn, I'm @
sorry. I had no §
idea. I wouldn't
have asked
that--

You have
hothing to
apologize Por.
And it's no
hardship.

A FEW MOEE DAYS FASS-

What new
Mmischiel is this? |

a . '__,.:-:I,.-' _-. :
e ;-"'" ' - 3 i
/=047 NUIdL T
N AL =T |
- 700" L
g7uledv

See?
Better.
It's also good Por
s0re muscles, She
worked Wou a long
bime boday.

What's your
namez

|"Ir.--

Tarn, I'm ...

I'm not Prom here. I don't
know where I am, or how I got
here. I've been thrust into
something that is very
strange to me.

Uk, Tarn ...
what is she
doing?

Brushing your
tail. They like to do
that. Sometimes
_ hew'll try bo wash

— Wou, too.

RS -

Neither are any of the rest of vs. ;
There are preobably a hundred ronners over "'
in the main barns, and all of them had to 4§
Mmake their peace with this.

You have a
really good body,
Wou kNow.

How is bhat
regarded? On
bhis world.

Who knows what -
the stealers think? g8

And when the barn's S8
closed, it doesn't matter. &

We're going
riding!

e

/ It'sa gﬂ-ﬂnﬁf~~~
idea, actually.

~ | It keeps things
2\ Prom ... Plapping 28

"‘-'xx around.  /

speak with an accent
I've never heard.

It's @ good

sign, though. Like her
Working You without the ]

bridle today.

~"It: Means she

{ thinks you've
settled in and
aren’t going to

It's hard to
get vsed to Por
everyone,
though.

I think the
princess will
treat wou well.
Unlike her mother. But
her mother isn't
supposed to interfere.
The rule seems to be
bhat each of them
must train their
oOWn Mmount.

She's a princess?
How do You know?
— Oh, I call her
that becavse her mother
seems to be the leader of the
stedlers--their people--at least
the ones in this place.

The bridle's
just Por
training--they
won't ride with one
on--sp she
probably plans to
try that soon.

bolt or try to
hurt her.

m [ remember when I
was Pirst taken. The red

i .{’*plaiﬁ, our home--I Mis5 ib. I Mi55
sl MY Priends. But we are, all in all,

not treated badly here. That
- Makes it hard to rebel.

~ Anyway, they have more

F Idon't 9
bhink I like
that. &
- The idea of
being ridden?

3

No, the idea that now I'm'$
... Lame enough ...

I think it would be easier Por
Yoo if we were in the big barns with
the others. We'd be less alone. I have no
idea why the princess is vsing this
litble barn just Por you.

O magic than just the damned bridies.

Tarn ... iP this barn
i5 just Por me, why are
Hou here? I mean, I'm

7 1p Yoo bolted, and they caught Wou, whe
L knows what they'd do to you. Maybe leave
: the bridle on Yoo unkil you had no

brain left.

glad you are ...
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7 Thabwaswork ... N 7 ookslike bhe - .
L - . . i 3 -ﬂ & =) .r -H'.
___|| f____ I,r:.-'r"ﬂ“"u‘_ PI rat bine too ... -_'_.J__.-' |: She hasn't :. e
= [+ - T T o ot "Erh
They never ride anyone |
else’'s mount. /4

- but a lot of Pun. B irincess enjoned her .j P .
I \, Pidden beforez | — e

‘ —7 She couldn't have, no.

o

a'

— M B
|'II

" Oh, here
We 4o ...

P \ 7Y AR AT (={ T
ka0 voU LOJT O 14T
SV 7007 204 1 Ty

aAA00 1W'7 SV LEEL
gonT wm
E 3

I guess they don't care
Whether we see, then.

Apparently not.

Kind of makes me want to ...

SOME DAYS LATEE, THE FRINCESS IS ATTEMPTING A SOLL BIDE ... FOSSIBLY A LITTLE DEEPER INTS THE JUNGLE THAN 1S ADVISABLE-

LEE S . s ei e S gt thd: 2
. -,md R - Tl L) g~ -'%-"':rﬁi' Lo £ i
Well, her ; i b o W .- e las
people didn't make .
bhese ruins, or she
wouldn't be s0
Pascinated.

It looks
lilke it was made by the
Mauya ... I'm certain I'm not on
MY own world any longer, but some
sort of parallel world ... but
perhaps the Maya existed in

this world too ...
et Does a parallel to the

cave I was investigating exist? 'ﬁ
IF it does, would it have a portal 5%
to take me back?

Lamn/
What is that?
I need a weapon,
quickly ...

| _ _ T B Oh, hell. I Ehink
vy =0=v . : 4 Py B now I've just made
OV Odd? . ok emanay-
. " L : - ; Need to be ready,
she's surely going to
leap at me ...

L
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1
i
i
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N
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NLOAW e | _ _ . ™ = N (Wl £00 g 555 N Ove
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OF course
we're intelligent.
And we're not horses.
We're people. Tarn
calls our kind
“runners.”

Y LV LEV
Ty O EIN
JEADO=0W )
EVNVIVIWE Did it
work? Can
You
understand
me? danl
understand
Wou?

Who's Tarn?
Oh! Orla's mount.
OF course, you would
have wour own names

Seems 50,
Did you just
enable yourself
Lo speak my
language, or am I
how speaking

yours? £

Oh, this is
horrible! How have
we done this Por 50
longZ How could we have
not known? To Lse You
like Ghis ... I'm 50
sorry! I had no idea
| R

You are
intelligent!
Orla said wou horses
were smarter than we
Ghought, but she says things
somebimes just to Mess With me
... bUt when you Pought: oFF the |
stalker with that stick today |
... and you're alwaws making 4
hoises at each other like £
you're actually
talking ...

What is your
name?

What have wou
been calling me?

dﬂﬁltl tlhiHFElI o _:- il o ! : -_i__‘._.:._?‘?,.:n- o
should an A 1 i - 'ﬂhrdﬂﬁlt
' get up. It's
very early wet.
My dauvghter
L won't be here
For hours,

You also needn't pla

. | dumb. I khow you
Rome ... 1 AT M understand me. I've known
can't keep you Ao B \ how bo Speak Your horrible
IP wou want to go, hEig L :
I'll arrange Por
you to go.

&> My daughter thinks
EcERE oy B of the world in berms of
... May I have € g Ry S Whats it should be, not what
some time to think § ¥ i ' - = it is. One day the world will
about it? ¢ o ® SEReL. teach her, by Porce, and
: it will hurt.

a oy ';:-;'i.‘.- \
OP course. I % "_.f;}‘:' x| e i
need to go consider W B B¢ 8 RN Larbori ide
all this a5 well. We'll 1 s BRI oo o por e She doesn't
talk tomorrow. i . B \Wwhen it happens. I try to understand that it doesn’t
8N And by the way, 8\ toach her, but she clings to matter a bit: whether you're
A MY name is BIbi. g S these Poolish things. intelligent. You are animals
because that is what we say
Wou are. Because that is
What you need to be.

1 w=ia'y Owre 1
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LOVEVZ'N 701D
s OV QOVNT
NEV 70 VEIN)
I am going to
cure her of this
particular bad
idea, though,
right now.
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Fe
4 \ There!
o . § i z
" AECE | , A o4 AL Iyght? -k -_ That was ... worse than
L ?H:'_:-.'l-ir wn 1 T v - inderstand mel the bridle. I couldn't
J_.r_.-sm: 1 . _ 3 - ¥ . Lhderstand anything, or
=YW W - { - remember how to talk ... I
P i : couldn't move my hands ...

i

This is My
mother's doing. She
heard me teaching
Orla wour language

last night .. She did it to My

mount too! I don'ts

¢are if she's the

queen, she had no

business!

Rome, You have to
leave. You and Tarn both.
She's known all along wour

pecple are intelligent, but she
doesn't: care. She won't let

You alone now ...

We'll take you
through the ruins of the old
¢ity. That way we won't be
hoticed. On the Par side of

those is a clear route to
the red plain.
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Botih of you
stay back Por a
moment.. Orla heard
something moving
around ahead. We'll
check Pirst.
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Sl e
i s, This! This is the problem
ey with that bad idea! Treat the
== animals like they're people, and the S
next thing Wou know, they're trying A
to break your back! o -
——— I'mgeing to

y turn wou into )
/ somebhing no one will ever
conPuse with an intelligent
\ | creature ever again! I'll make
AN\ it 50 You'll be doing well to
¥ N\ N Pemember how to
' craw(--

Y That should
| keep her busy Por
o dlong bime.
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Come on. We
have to get a saPe
distance away bePore
we stiop Por the night,
and Orla and I are
hew at this.

“That sounds like wou're
coming With Us.

There's nothing here Por
us anymore. Mother has
\ Made certain of that.

—

~"There might be a way
to reverse it ...




You both did very well. We
covered more ground than I'd expected.
Tomorrow we'll be at the mountains within a
Pew hours. Then we just have to get over
those to reach the red plain.

Tarn ... will your
people ... accept vs?
I don't see
why not, as long as
you're not trying to
capture them and haul
them away to be
Mounts.

What about you,
Rome? Want to be part
of a rebellion? IF You want
to go look Por a wa Y back
to wour world, we'll
uhderstand.

L LL J WL E VISL
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And thut is the story c}f haw Rome Carter left ﬂne wWor |

Abput that. I don't know

Whether Rome broke the
spell bePfore my mother could
block our magic abilities, or

whether she didn't Ghink it was
hecessary to do that ... but
either way, she made a
big mistake.

The next time any of
them come to steal, iP
either of us is around,
they're going to get an

Lhpleasant surprise,

Who knows? Once we
get situated, maybe we can
get tiogether a group to go

back. Free the other mounts.
start somebthing new.
Something better.

Ah ... no.
No, this is
home now.,
Besides, I've
never been part of a

rebellion bePore,
Sounds like Pon.

//_—r——_——__\\“
\"\.

7 Somebimes when you S
write a story like this you
redlize Wou actually created a
Whole universe when you didn't J'
S\ intendbo. This is an 4
- 0Ccupational hazard. .~
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-~ 1can't definitely promise we'll ™
/ever visit bhis weird libble world oF
homadic horse-people and semi-arboreal 1

hii'.surte pecple again ... but it does 5eem

. like there are more stories Iur‘hmg m

-=,_‘_ there, 50 Who knows?

_‘_‘_l—

They lived happily ever after.
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When Iwas a HEF‘d "‘x

/ beenager (bhis was bePore
becoming a rler-dg adult, you ‘-.

understand), I had my

f
AN GET AFTER A WHILE. BESITES OMEE | En - { role-plaving game period, as I

a-f!ﬂ-u- A STATUS. 4 1O A, Y e b }
THAN “o T : : ARE =]

L b

, & a 1 - o ‘
OF q-'a-:.lﬂp ANF THE
b STl THERR
BN E!

¥ ,.#'v #“r—‘ |Ea—-
| AE i'....-.I'-.J i i bll.-d"-.lL"'l"'

1? I-"' L '::;I::

BT T MOT-- %
hE--FH— El "FEH

-7

- T

L N 4 .,l..'..q..'!rf_

‘” -ﬂr’-::u.r & JF"""T M E

-~ HMAEET PEITIES,
dEE MMEANPETENT PEITIES K
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—"Each of these games has -
o par't of the rules in cartoon Porm,
/' telling Our 4tory 8o Far. Here I only
[ show you the Pirst: bit of the story, but
\_ Wou can probably guess what goes

_ believe all nerdPolk are
( . Mequired to have. _~

e
.
S -

-"--|_._|_|_._._,_.--"
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e

he was doing

_—""One of the biggest .

-di I .
S e o e _ﬁ; taste--seemed willing o at least dip a /

==’ under a certain age and you know him '\, "\ boe into more interesting territory
Por anything it's probably

e

" The difPerenceis, I o

" was already kinky by then,

and that meant I was kindofa

Pailure as a DM becauvse none oP My Y,

peers really understood why my |
dungecns were just excuses Por J'

transPormations and other bizarre /| _— —_
\_goings-on. It was a miracle I didn't. o

S0 PGP never really took opp ™

e O, Fgﬁ&i’;j“""ﬁ in 74 “Por e, bot that period did INGrodVCe™
~ -~/ me to Dragon magazine, which had comics\
i "and 5Fﬂﬂ illostrations that--while they sbill \
{ gave in to the Barbarian in Chainmail Bikini

syndrome a bit too much Por my /

irl @enivs, bk |\ T~ somebimes.

-

"What's New?" in Dragon agﬂﬁ.l ~—

e

\ bePore that. And somewhere in between, /

. he did a series of stories called

A

XXXenophile. (Sample on Iepﬁ.}
e _ biggest direct inspiration Por some of My ™,
Our last sbory is "\
not inspired by Phil
I\ Foglio. I just wanted to|,~
Make sure I

— —|—|_.__|_

,;:i-“’ 'F.k’ffrmphde, and obher e
Foglic material, is probably the ™ _

e ——

.-"' shorts. Foglie's stories are always y
. they're Pun. I can't afwags do }
_m“ that--I love horror and its tropes too much, and I
incpined byt \ have a dark, dark sense of humor. But I arwajﬁ /
PIred by A\ “pear his work in mind. He's the exception to

\ good-natured ..

sort of. .

@ ? mentioned him. ‘I’raaan bholgh--/ ™\ the rule about F/4F art that I P 4

x‘/;/

/ T
N._Wrong on the Znutar Prom the title mu

T of the game.
_?"L——m,_
) ~The bitle i5 the only part ™
/ crp the game that I'm stealin “*x
here, 50 don't go blaming Tom Wham \
[ Por my plot. (Tom's sbill With us as of |
\ EGEE age 78, and can probably still /

. Chase me down and thump me if  /
~._  hedecidesto.) s

-‘-'I- _‘-r.-

e .'.‘ 1:_,_
_--"'_" __'_-I-|_

e

~" One dark night, bhat ™
/" title careened around in MH
/ head and collided with a couple or:
[ other cultural reference points
(that you may be able to identify),
H and this story emerged Prom the
N SMoking wreckage. Consider
~._ WourselP warned. ,.

g -
'|-|..__|_‘_ — I

e

'\.

~— s}.h____::}ﬁ%r'elﬂerr-ed to earlier. -
e ——

3 “Back in the day, avery
unuaual guy named Tom Wham ™
designed and drew two very vnusval' }
gamea both of which Pirst appeared)

in I’FEE&H (The other is called A

Snit's Revenge.") -~

TSE wWAS THE COMPANY THAT
MADE DED BEFORE THEY WERE
BOUSHT BY WIZARDS OF THE
COAST, BEFORE THEY WERE
BOUSHT BY HASBRO. | LOATHE
THE COBPORATE UNIWERSE WITH
THE PASSION £F A THOUSAND
BURNING SUNS.
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This looks like a ...
garden? But I've
hever seen any plants
like these before.

Fred, what are wou
doing? It's not sabe!
One of the litble ones
just tried to bibe me!

@et out of bhere!
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Whoa! That
wasn't here last
Lime we were in
bhese woods ... Lat’s i
tbake a [ook.

" LA -

I don't think
anybody has. |

Seriousiy? I was
just trying to Pigure ouk
dl what kind of plant it was.
It looks almost like a
Plytrap, but--
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Fred, I don't
tLhink Ghis is a good
idea. This is the
weirdest-looking
cave I've ever
sSgen ...
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I don't even
think this is a
cave. I don't know
what it is.

Just a little more,
OkZ Nothing's looked
dangerous Wet.

What a
strange-looking
little thing. Kind of
cute, though ...
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Oh, it's
50 good to
Finally get
someone. I've had
everything set up
and waiting Por
weeks ...

Come here. I'm
50 glad to see
Wou! I want to
embrace you ...

: _ " Uh...
Are you ... ' s bowPriend?
is this place : aten?
Yours? A

Maube let's

Becavse, ah, one not 2

of your plants just
kind of ate my
boyPriend.

That was Pun.

Now let's go check on that
bouPriend you used Lo have.

The pod's
beginning to leak.
He's almost ready

Lo come out,

Oh, this is
50 excibing! My
Pirst one ...
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came out so

: Y flow I want you

N to go and Pind

' someone o bring
back here Por me.
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« iy Take @ il
SN S pod With YoU bo I
e PR Dring them back  Coalie
in. Won't they be [
- surprised! e =
". ‘-_-.':E
Py 5
j -~ o ;..-
| Then I'll _ 7

send you out & 3 o

with another pod,
~= 000h -~

and another, and § ; b
another ... . Sk AL
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more like him ovb,
I'm going Lo ron ouk of
pods. I ¢an't grow them
Fast enough by
myself.

You're going to
be a big help.

@ood morning,
pretti! Your new batch of
pods are so big already!
I'm proud of you.

Po you
have some
nectar Por

mamaz

Moohing over
that pod, you silly
thing. she's not
your lover
anymore.

Go help the other %
tenders with the ;
transplanting.

You know, I'm
pretty sure that's not
what they mean when B
they talk about "going J

green.” ‘4

W OF course, I suppose if ™
B having a green thumb is
i good, then having all the rest,
8\ of You be green as well is

b even betiter, right? '

.

~ Anyway, see you T~
/ around, Polks! Hope you
[ enjoved these little tales, and \
| Pemember ... watch out Por |

L

\, bhat Hallowe'en candy. |
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