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N ;-_—;; . NAME'S JACK What's
2 T T i— : I
= e —~—— JACK CHANPLER. shakin', sugar e, T Waaring
= I KNOW, YO THOLUGHT T pUMPpkinZ a bie! That's

S - = h‘ﬂ;ﬁ%ﬁﬁ% L presentable!
B - il B,
= m“!"‘ - O LISTEN, BUPPY, I'VE HEARP Jack. T've ™\
 —— — THEM ALL, ANF MOST OF &y \
e —— = THEM WEREN'T FLINNY THE toldyou =
e — — = = FIRST TIME. before: don't |
N — — = call me that |
N g I'M A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR. dRices ogine. |

T & P e e ONLY ONE ON THIS SIPE OF iR,

- - SOULEBLRG, AS FAR AS I going to make
NN KNOW. SOME PEOPLE WOLILP good on it.. /
e SAY THAT'S ONE MORE THAN 4
— WE NEEP.
1 = ! g !

i IT'S TRUE I PON'T GET AS j |

\ ¢  MUCH BUSINESS AS I'P LIKE, r E

\ BUT I MAKE ENOULGH TO FPAY You've got @ A

THE BILLS ANP BUY A FRESH g

customer. |

!
#

HEAFP WHEN I NEEF ONE.

gpecies? VINA, MY
Gghderf SECRETARY.
Al - KEEFS THE
i live? PLACE RUNNING.
| wnar RGO
: =
woman. Alive, I

ENOUIGH.
guess, but You
couldn't tell Brom
her complexion.

I'm sending

her in.
-~ - .
I don't think .

' ‘s she's your type. > ONE OF THESE PAYS

4 : I'LL FPROBABLY ASK
“. \‘ 1 HER TO RUN OFF WITH
. - \ S ME, BUT THAT'LL MEAN

T -
--"'..f

I'VE PECIPEP TO
Anywau, "’ ELEJEE “f; é’:ﬁ;ﬂF‘. i
nagl ! " WOLILPN'T AlR
%ﬁgﬁ;&%&i ; - HER OTHERWISE.
= g . SOMETIMES FEOFLE
huh? s IN MY BLSINESS PON'T
COME HOME.

1

___ - i 2o how do we do this?
- Where do I start®
... You

|-" certainly do keep

that hallway
\_ bright ...

i,

I don't know what
Wou mean, I'm --

You're Carmilla
Velazquez. I'm not
MUCh Por high societ,

but your Family's kind
s, oF hard to miss.

Your name would
=0 - be a good place.

[ Carmen Rosewood. That means your
brother's Enrique. Far
as I know, Wou only

have the one.

My brother is
Missing. For a
couple ofF weeks
1 : now. I'm getting

- worried and [ --

... Ricky.
No one's ever
called him

Yeah, I ¢an Enrigue.

see how that'd ' . e -
bother you. i\ E

No Z What do
Wou mean?
Blame my

- Ok, Mr. Chandler. I
landlord. : h‘x should have realized I
I like bo sit in the . : _ couldn't get away with
dark, myself. o, é I;"L"”f'gg gghmg il thati. I'M sorry.

N

_——

Light swit.ch by the Can't work with a\“‘m

door. Turn it on, 50 _ B client who won't tell |
_ €an see Wour Pace. ' P\ me the truth,

."'Il

It'sjust bhat ... I'd N
like to leave the Pamily ) '
nhame oub of it ... :

I can't look Bor him I don't think he
without asking about him ...

was talking to
can't ask about him under an anybody, really.
assumed name ...

. I'm sure
... and the way this * something was
town is, everybody and 'y going on in his life,
his brother will know but I have no idea
what's up Pive minutes J what.
after I take the job. _

e . | I'm sorry. I
You want that, Squul realize I'M not
actually. Bumor mill - giving you much to
Might be all we have. . work with ...
Unless ywou've got a .
better place Por me 2T
to sbart?

Like what?

Have to warn
Not @ thing. Wou, though: the
: odds might: not be
Oh, You know ... too good.
"he'd started running /] /
with a bad crowd, Mr.
Chandler"” ... "he told me he
was Ped vp with it all and
was moving to Patagonia”

... bhings like that. A | But I'll bake a crack
at it anyway.

Oh. : _
| ' When people in
0 LAk 2 i ot RBicky and I have / doulsburg go Missing,
always been close, and I thought _ ' 4 they tend to stay
we still were ... we weren't Pighting , o Missing.
or anything ... but he'd stopped
telling me what: was going on
With him.

I WASN'T THRILLEP ABOUT THIS CLIENT ... BUT NOT BECALSE OF THE BAP OPPA.

HERE ON THE FPEAP SIPE OF TOWN, THE OLF VAMFIRE FAMILIES STILL HAVE A LOT OF THE
MONEY ANF POWER

ANF THE VELAZGQUEZ NAME WAS ONE OF THE CLPEST ANF
CRUSTIEST. NASTY FOR HUNPREPS OF YEARS ANP COLUNTING. IT WOLLPN'T PO MY
STREET REF ANY FAVORS TO BE SEEN TAKING A JOB FROM THEM.

ON THE OTHER HANF, MY REFLTATION WASN'T ALL THAT ANYWAY, ANF A JOB'S A JOB.

IIAL
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CEFICIALLY, I'M NOT ON SFEAKING TERMS WITH THE el FaL | e ' ~.
FPOLICE, BHUT THERE ARE A COUWFLE I EET ALONES WITH. X > Th our meeting with

LT. BRIAN O'HOWLORAN WAS ONE I MIGHT EVEN CALL : e / tala T O
A ERIENP. ON A GO0F PAY. oid Biaee the captain's in Pive

minvtes! Don't tell me
Pl Wou're not done with
I WASN'T CATCHING HIM ON A GO0F PAY, THOLGH. HE . b Ghat report yet?

-

i
7 Uh, well ...
Ef sorry, ib's just taking
a bit longer than I
. @xXpected ...

Do I looklike an
inPormation desk?

You think I'm
just going to drop
everything I'm doing to go
check missing persons
reports?

I'll take
the hit. I'm
. already on his
Don't worry shit list.
about ib. IP T
stall him, it'll work.
He wasn't going to
read the thing
anyway.

Well, I Pigured it
A couldn't hort o ask.

... 50, What's
dctually biting
your ass?

But be there,
or we'll bothbe
on his list.

Nobodw'd give a wet
shits iF all of those clowns
vanished Porever, but I guess
somebody's gob connections,
becavse all of a sudden it's a

My capbain. goddamn investigative LT. NORMA KANINSKY.
@nawing on it. He's not prioricy. g”ﬁ.,ﬁf( L ggf & L%";jﬁf
going to let it go unkil I'm BUT WITH HER IT'S A LOT
sibbing on bones, ; HARPER TC-' TELL.

Three of Viscous' |
people have disappeared, bl
and somehow this is my e

For pity's sake, ; ' : Look, I've got to
would You just tell : e : | geb to this damned
her already? ' . ' ' | meeting, or it: willbe
i . B T | - My ass.

~ You're bhe
same rank/ It
wouldn't even be
against the
rules!

And have her
laugh me oPPZ No
chance. I'm not sure I
could take it. o You know all
'f wou'd get Prom
: Missing persons is
I “”"‘:’I - that someone thinks

do. But ... I'm aai
hot ready. mﬁﬁgﬁg{;ﬂfd

What I'd do
Pirst, I'd check to
see iF your young
idiot was working

Por Viscous.,

And now
they've gone
and made vs a AR
team/ How am I supposed to 5 L Seems like
investigate some Missing s itir (o somebody wants a
sleazebags when I don't want to Rt ¢ lot oF his people to be
5ag a word around her becavse N A R Missing persons

I'll surely put My Poot in itZ MG right now.

"

'ﬂr SEEMEP LIKE A

";‘QTF-TETCH. I MEAN,
THE SCION OF A

N VAMPIRE EAMILY

Y WORKING EOR ONE

| OF OLIR LOCAL

"gTHfF-TF'—-FE'H TE MOBSAF

r— T s
: 1 lc}? - a-'"_'_.___‘__‘--._
: i - g

("" Velazquez, hoh?
. One of those?

.
-

\
E) WS o
Y oum

{‘x__‘_I got nothin’.

—

Need a liPt iR
somewhere?Z &= i
| [— WeH Imrghﬁ Brix,
Sl iPI had any idea wherﬂ
I was going.

F=g4

NHE'F CONSIFER THAT
BEENEATH HIS

. STANFARFS OF

¥ | CRIMINAL ACTIVITY.

L{'_'.?N THE OTHER HANE,
!.II'F HE WAS REBELLING
iHEHfN;T EVERYTHING,

MAYEBE HE'Z TAKE ON
-?H &lIE WITH VISCOUS

JHET TO FlSs HIS

| FAMILY OFF.

.-',. F

E “H_,..--—'_-_'I 'E-r._

| /~ Onajob, "x. Wh

: b at you

:4 L ki Anythmg i } "ffor:r 500N 60 N\, wanna d%. Hou
| " " tell. I'm looking ‘L _ should go ask
T WAS PROBABLY "”T Por Ricky I was t‘-r*l_e:mg ta "“m Mort.
e SarC el - \ Velazquez. ”E = iy Plgur'ﬂ out Who I could

\IT. THE FPROBLEM WITH ""“55'"5 ( ask whether he was

THAT WAS, I PIPN'T —— > \Working Por Yiscous. /

ih! "nll":]"'II '“"-..,_____

2 Imean, N
besides asking }
‘x‘ ‘Ih SC0US. ..r

BRIXTON & MY RECLILAR CABBIE. I |:
FON'T PRIVE. HE LOVEZS IT WHEN I'M y ‘.ﬁ:ru M rat'-
ON A JOB, BECALISE I'LL HIRE HIM

FOR PAYZ. HE POESN'T CET know anybhmg
ENOUGH BUSINESS ANY OTHER \ aboub it?

' TIME. FEOFLE ON THE PEAF SIFPE

PON'T USE TAXIE MUCH, ANP ON THE
OTHER SIFPE OF TOWN THEY TENF TO
BE FLIT OFF BY Hi2 AFFEARANCE.

| ST, " EaT WY

Mar-t. works Par-
Hubbard Why would
he know about
Viscous' people? /

- R o
i’ el -
- b
e T T
s yn T

Mort knows
everybhing about
everything.

{"’ "OW, Brix, You've T : .
. soldme. ) un me over to

A8, Ossie's, would Wou? 4

|-

N

il
uf

__l..TIE
{ud

AP

by

I don't think there's
been a chunk of dirt he's

Mmissed in more than twenty
years, Every time I hear

\ something choice, he knows

' it already.

gl

—

¥
t

Bais VT ms

” Besides, Viscous is the

other team and Mort likes to
know the opposition.




2 A2 A ' ; Hey, mister!

15 it true, What they
say about ...

.. ’ You Polks?

INFORMATION WAS JLWST
A SIPELINE FOR MORT.
HiS MAIN BUSINESS WAS
SELLING PLST.

EHOST FOWFPER.
SPECTRE. &F. HALLOINE.
OR ANY OF ABOUT A
POZEN OTHER NAMES.

FPLHST ONLY WORKS ON
THE LIVING ... WHICH
MEANT MORT'sS RESULAR
TABLE IN THE BACK =AW
A LOT OF VISITORS

WHO'P NEVER FPARERP b |

SET FOOT IN THE FEAFP |

SIPE BEFORE, ANFP HAFP 3 '|I

NEVER SEEN ANYTHING |

LIKE IT IN THEIR LIVES. I||I
.r"f_ L_‘-ﬁ“‘\.
. Probably. )
e L

/0an't look into it
right now, though.
Some obher Gime.

Not a8 social
visit, eh? Covld
have guessed.

Been a while,
hasn't it
Take a seat.

And wou're
certainly not here
For dust ...

N
iy

0. What are you
going Lo try to pry
out of me?

I'm just going tio
be here a minute.
You could at
least sit down. For
the sake of
appearances,

I have trouble
getting in and out of
those seatbs.

I'm trying tio Pind
out about Ricky
Velazquez.

believe Wou
dsked him

-

; g ¢ 4 (F1R] /~ For someone ™

Velazquez -- L ; AR T MBS By Ak M gl e 2 |’ Who does what Wou |
Has SRRt Rint R T sl \ do, you're a lousy T

N, liar, Mort. ./

e
¥

1
e —

/ Idonno, I'd have ™\
said it was edsier to

You don't have a Pace,
but here we are.

I have a Pace!
... And unlike wou, I
can move My jaw. Great.
e Move your jaw and vse it to tell
- B Me Whether Ricky Yelazguez was
what makes you - working Por Viscous.
Lhink I'd know = |
anything about

a :
that? You're out of your

gourd, Jack.

Ha! See what I
did there?

I wasn't
sure Wou did, I Mean, come on, of

uhtil three all things, why would I
seconds ago. know about Viscous?

Because you're
just that good?

All right.
While Plattery will usvaliy
get you pretty Par, I -- But not here.
And not now.

C'mon, Mort. ! I'll give gou an
It's a yes-or-no address. Meet me
guestion. One harmless No information’s there at eleven
plec o it harmless, Jack. You know Ll | senight
better than that. R 48

And Por the love
of mercy, iP you get
Brix to take Wou, don't
tell him the real
dddress. Have him
drop you ofP a Pew
_ blocks away.

And if I answer it,
Wou're going tio ask me
some obher ones that

are a lot worse,

___.r'
&
d

( That man can not

atill, it's gonna end vp keep his Mouth shot.

being a problem with or
withoUt Wou ... and I do owe
Wou Por not Pucking up that
scapula business ...

T,

M,



" Oh..

.UOh ... N} =]

{ but, ma'am ... /o

g

E : 1::_]‘

W
"’*E:g.'

/~ What's wrong?
/ It's been a Pew days.
You've got good color

hlI

today. You've been
taking your iron,

haven't wou?

.

r s
seely, we're
going tio have to

play later.

P
~ I've got to throw
" something on and get to
( the door bePore Daddy or
Torpid does.

Because he's
disgusted with what
his son was doing with
B his [iPe. Which is to
s 5aW, nothing.

RUFERT VELAZQUEZ. I'F HAVE
FREFERREF TO MEET HIM LINFER
BETTER CIRCUHUMSTANCES.

ACTHALLY, I'F HAVE FREFERREF
NOT TO MEET HIM AT ALL.

Nt

y ;

= My son and I were not on

good terms, Mr. Chandler, and it e
was absolutely motual. Not only do I = ,
. Seeno point in pursving him, I'm 8§ '-
%, certain, wherever he is, that he ‘ .. r . i '
wouldn't want me to. L RSN

o - et W

-

T

Not that any of this is any of
Your businegss in the slightest.

.';'
. . S0 I SHESS THAT MAFE TWO OF 4.

L
-

MEANWHILE, IN A LESS SWANK FART OF TOWN ...

He's just too stupid to
get the message!
That's the problem.

-

PORIS "WMOTHER" HLIBEARE.

#'Hr._ .
~ We squash
three of his
people, he goes on
like nothing
happened ...

That slime
doesn't know an
plbimatum when he
sees pne!

We could
5quash a Pew

Not yet.

We may get there,

but not: yet.

Yes, ma'am, but ... 1
Remember I asked Por time '-l
oPP to go to MY sister's

wedding this weekend?

/1 was hoping we covld wait N\ i
( ontil I came back Prom that ... 1

, s
‘xx I don't want to scare them.

8
e,

"

-

Mr. Chandler!
You could have just

}"'f;.:’eah. sorry about that. I had a-
1 Pew questions and I thought it'd be |
N\ better to ask them in person. /

EECALISE ON THE —
FHONE I CTAN'T
WATCH WHAT YOUR
FACE FOES.

-

/r" 1'd like to know a little
more about how Ricky got along
( with his Pamill ... nob jusb

S

|

recently, I realize it hasn't

N always been like that .},,-:f:”'

" __-l"

"1.“‘-

He's probably Pl'.:-l.lrm:im"‘i~~

some Pich living woman \
he can bleed, the goal '|
being to live well without
his ever havingto
actoally lift a Pinger}.—*

"

>~
e He wouldn't
e dothat! /g

i
b
y
1

~  MNooPPense, myy dear  ° \

( davghter, bub I think you have ]
\K ideas about Ricky that don't |
match reality. y4

e __
\—7 '_._.-'_._.__
I_—_-_‘_‘_‘_h-‘-‘-‘-‘-‘-

- 4 One day perhaps ™
( something will come along to ‘~||
\ khock him oPP that pedestal
S Wou've built Por him. 4

"'-|._|“_

I think we need
to make it more
obvious Pirst.

Wither!

[ saw You
lisbening, you know.
Get your rotten ass

over here.

I have a job ¥}

Por wou.

e ... maybe they'll "\
[ just have to bake
\_ What bhey get.

\‘

the thing is, this
may not be a good
bime ...

Becavse of ™.
whoever you're
watching over wour |
shoulder For? Your
Pather?

Yes ... Daddy is ...
I mean, he isn't ...

He's not
interested?
His son's missing and he
doesn't wanb to pursue it?
WhyZ

S .

.__“-

It won't be this ™
idiot, though. I \
resent You spending |
MY Money on him. /

-

[spent My ™
OWH Money on him.
And I can hire him fP—_,,J

Iwant to. -7

Very well.
[ But don't expect
"a_xme to applavd.

g

And, Mr.
Chandler: you are
hot welcome in

this house.

You're geoing to
deliver a giFt to
Viscous Por me.

Don't worry. He'll
give you safe passage
Por this, or he's an even
bigger Pool than I think. I
don't believe that's
possible.

And I'm going to tell
You exactiy what wou're
going t.o say to him.



MOST OF THEM WERE LIKELY TO BE
THE KINF OF FEOFLE I TRIEF TO NOT
HAVE ANYTHING TO PO WITH.
WHICH IS SAYING A LOT, FOR ME.

IT WAS JUST AS WELL I HAF BRIX PROF
ME A FEW BLOCKsS AWAY. HE WOLILPN'T
HAVE WANTEF TO PRIVE IN HERE. THIS ;
WASN'T JUST A BAF NEIGHBORHOOEF. IT

WAS ACTUALLY ABANFONEP.

|

¢

i
i
|
I.

ABANPONEF AS FAR AS THE FROFPERTY WAS
CONCERNEF, I MEAN. I WAS SUURE THERE WERE
STILL PLENTY OF THINGS LIVING IN HERE. SOME
OF THE FECOFPLE IN THIS TOWN LIKE IT LIKE THIS.

!
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& I don't have | Yig Ak
" 4 anything Por you. ' b AL
// Sorry.

. 4 ; HE WAS PROBABLY

. : ALCOHOLIC. YEAH,

There's a THAT CAN HAFPFEN

v s e T

! yé DIGCA o e OF TOWN POESN'T

N : HAVE MUCH IN THE

WAY OF SLFFORT.

ACTHALLY, OCOME
TO THAT, NEITHER
POES THE LIVE

L SIFE. IT'S NOT THAT
/ KINF OF TOWN.

MORT HAF sAIF TO &0 TO A ROOM ALL THE
WAY IN THE BACK, ANF I WAS ALREAFY
GETTING THAT FEELING IN MY STEM THAT SAIF
SOMETHING WASN'T RIGHT.

W e wms
E S e—

/

- SOMEBOPY HAFP HSEF
MORT'S SKIHLL A< A '
: BASEBALL, ANF THEY'EE __
- T HIT A HOME KLIN.

I HAPN'T EEEN REAL
CLEAR ON WHAT
WOLILF KILL A
SHKELETON BEFORE,
EBUT AFFARENTLY THAT
WOLILEF PO IT.

' 8 \

- i'i
I HAF TO HAVE GOTTEN HERE JUST
A MINUTE OR TWO TOO LATE. T

COULF STILL CATCH THEM. IF T
CALUGHT LIF WITH THEM, I COWLEFE ——

THE APPRESS WAS A GHOST HOWSE.

THAT'S WHY GHOST PUST 1S CALLERF THAT. IF YO TAKE
ENOUWEH OF IT, YO ENFP UF AS A GHOST. NO, NOT PEAFP.
JHET A GHOST. YO RECOVER AFTER A WHILE —— LNTIL
YOU'VE PONE IT TOO MANY TIMES, OR YOU'VE TAKEN WAY
TOO MLUICH, OR BOTH. THEN ONE FAY YOU FON'T TLHRN BACK.

&

-

YO CAN'T HOLFP FOWN A JOEB, SO YOuU CAN'T
FAY YOLIR RENT, ANF EVENTLALLY YOU FINF
SOMEFPLACE ABANFONEP, LIKE THIS, WHERE
YO PRIET ARCOLUNE WITH THE OTHER &HOSTS.

IT'Ss PROBABLY NOT A GREAT LIFE.
—

I HEARF A NOISE
IN THE HALL
EEHINE ME.
SOMEEBOPY

RUHUNNING.

\ P

EHOSTS FON'T
MAKE NOISE.



You in there?

I was
meeting Mort
here becauvse he
was going to tell me
whether Ricky was
tangled vp with
Viscous.
He was.
Hell, I'd have told
Wou that, if you'd
asked me.

Norma?
What are you
doing here?

hr Qﬁ'-ﬂd.
Wou picked a
ough pumpkin.

&
5

[ Icanseethe |
dent, though.

&

I don't know
what I'm going to
do about that man.
He's making me
crazy.

Brian did ™,
wonder if he |
was... ./

I'd have bgr.:;r Flzawellgi[quh&gﬁ
Brian that too, if '~+ himselp.

he'd asked. I've
known Por
weeks.

He's a

Was going to
ask you the same
thing. I Pound
Mort's body.

I didn't think Wou were
dumb encugh to get caught
Lp in @ gang war.

I'm noti. Believe me.
I'm just trying to Pind out
what happened to Ricky
Velazquez.

Listen, I can't tell
Wou not to keep going
with Wour case.

You could
¥ always move on
him Pirst. Save
bime.

good man, but
he has a lot of
old-Pashioned

We're
working on the
damned case |
together and I can |
barely geb him to
spedk to me.

When he
Pinally gets his act
together, we're going to
have to talk about

W BUb You need to be N %

f carePul. This is a war, \
and it's heating vp, and

¥l they're not going to be )

\ too picky about who

\ " getshort.
\_/,H’

IT LOOKER LIKE I WAS GOING TC HAVE TO PO THE THING I'F BEEN TREYING NOT TO PO: TALK TO JIMMY VISCOLUS.
EO0F NEWS WAS, THERE WAS NO FROBLEM FINFING HIM. HE HAPN'T LEFT HIS CASING IN YEARS.
ANE HE KEFT CLLHEB HOWRS, SO EVEN THOWGEH IT WAS GETTING LATE, I WOLWLPN'T BE FISTILIREBING HIMm.

THAT WOLILEF HAVE BEEN FANGEROULS.

C'men, Jimmy,
again¥

You know I like 8
good time as much as
anybody, but ...

5 n et s
I ey, o 10y - - '.-_ i
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¥y TOLERATE ME —— BLIT

ib sooner or later.

I don't keep you
around Por your

You don't wanna
put oLt When I say so,

out on the street.

Or get over 9

here and do that
thing You do With bhem
5quishy bits.

-----

Huh.
GuessIcamein at a
bad time.

You sure as shit did.
How'd you even get in?
I'Mna have to kick
somebody's ass now.

COWFPLE OF YEARS AGC,
WORKING A CASE, T
FROVEF VISCOUWS HAPN'T
FPONE SOMETHING
EVERYEBOFY WAS AFTER
HIM FOR.

I HAFPN'T BEEN TRYING
TO CLEAR HIM —— IT WAS
g ¥ A SIFE EFFECT OF WHAT
I WAS WORKING ON. BUT
IF HE WANTEF TO THINK
IT HAP BEEN ON
FURFOSE, THAT WAS
FINE WITH ME.

LT MEANT HE'F
{ ONLY LHF TO A FOINT,

ANEF I FPIPN'T WANT TO
FUSH MY LUCK.

Polly. I know wou got
a head Pull of goo, bub
something's gotta stick in

personality. And it sure
ain't For wour brains. . T &

then get wour ass out of
here. Go see how Wou do

m
i

W

F

I's

n

i
"gy-ﬁ-l el
s 1 '

Your people Porget
about the back stairs
somebimes. There wasn't
anybody on duty.

I won't keep wou Prom
Your business Por more than
a minute. I'm trying to Pind
Ricky Velazquez. Word is he
was working For wou.

e
.

YeahZ Who \
wants to know?

His sister. She's
worried about him.
This is a Pamily thing,
Jimmy. Not related to
anything else that
Might be going on.

You
don't have to
dick around,
Chandler. I know
Wou know
what's up. =

She probably got him.
I mean, unless ...
nah. It was her.

Like the rest of them.

fou're sure it's
Hubbard taking out
Wour people, then?




She's
gunning Por me,

It's a
Chandler!

pUMPKin.

You get
what her deal
i8, Pight:Z She

bhinks she's the
only one who gets
to move dust in
this town!

No, it isn't!

Well, weah, OK, it is,
but ...

I ain't gonna sit;
. : here and take it':! I've got ;
She don't wanna ﬁﬂMEh'ﬂdH onit. He's gonna cut CK. but ... all I'm 5agfﬂg,
actually, W'know, compete, her a new Pace. Jimmy, i, You go there, You
50 5he's just trying bo With a Pucking axe! better be sure ...
squash all my people! ¥y
Y :

OF course I'm sure! .
What, you think I'm Pucking O'mere. I

That's Petie Boggs!
Been working Por me For
Pibteen years. Now he's _ She ganked
a Pucking squash. Wither and made him
bring this to me. She told
him it was Boggs. She
wanted to make sure I
knew. She don't want me
guessing.

guessing? F  wanna show Yo
- somebhing.

You know, when Wou said she - - | Heya, Wither. J&
was squashing people ... == B S

YAAAAAHY

Right®
Big Pucking joke. I'm
laughing my ass ofP.

You're really

Anyway, you bad at spying, Wou
want to Pind the -

el know thatZ You're

Velazquez kid, I'm lucki Viseous can’

betting ov gotba Chif Viex Ol EATLS
ing you gou turn around in a

Now, seems tio
me like I heard you
were running jobs Por
Hubbard these daus. But
Good Pucking luck with here we've got Viscous
that. IPF You do, You betber do it talking like You're one ... 50 What's the
Past, 'cause there's gonna be a of his ... deal? You plaving Por both
puMpkin carving [ater tonight. teams? That's kind of a

risk, don't you think?

I work Por . =N J :
Jismy! Hubbard - . Ok, but Wou're going to owe me.
Ehinks I work Bor her. I IP I have any questions Por wou, I'm
try to keep Jimmy in the It's hard, going to expect the truth.
know about what because she doesn't:
she's vp to. tell anybody a damned
thing. Except that witch.
Mort Dsed to complain all For example, what happened
the bime that he had to to Ricky Velazquez.
work in the dark.

Yeah. Poor Mort. i No idea.
Who took him apart, : Honest!

Wither? W
=" 1 don't know!
And I don't think I
want to ask.

Listen, you
can't tell Hobbard
about this! I'll get
squashed. Or I think Jimmy's probably
worse. right, that Hubbard took him oLt
... bub what she did to him ... only
pecple who'd know that are her and
Roxie. They don't let: angbady else
in on that stuPP.

The witch I was talking
about. She's the one actually deing
the squashing, and who knows what
else. Hobbard only trustis her with the
dirty work. Chandler, I gotta be

somewhere right now ... OK, Wither.
Keep in touch.

THAT WAS WHEN I MAFE A MISTAKE.

endanger your
paycheck. /1 40 worny.
HMmZ No matter how
something Much You tiry to put
wrong? Me oFF by being a
jackass.

. ~— e

- — _N—_—— W

- -= L  p—— That's supposed
— _—_— . W to make it OKT Jack,

. — . ¢ — Wou've got to be more

» - r— careful!

. e :

» — = Don't worry.

- —— k. i I'm not planning to
. x-] —
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Don't give me .. Ok, Pair.

IR T |

"

ﬂ _“"_1- \ "something wrong." I
[ = ] f. o ¢an see bFE!ab dent in
4 Wour head Prom here.
I PIPN'T GO FINF HUBEBARP \ 4
THEN ANP THERE. IT WAS \\ b, What happened?
LATE, T WAS TIREP, T WASN'T \\ :

SUREE HOW I WAS GOING TO
EVEN GET TO HER ...

=

TRUTH 18, T PIPN'T TAKE
VISCOUE SERIOUELY ABOUT
KILLING HER. OH, T KNEW
HE'? TRY, BUT T FIEN'T THINK
HE S8TOOPF A CHANCE. HER
SECLIRITY WAS BETTER THAN
HIZ, ANEP, HONEZSTLY, SHE'S A
LOT eMARTER.

ANF, AS IT TURNEF OUT, HE
PIPN'T KILL HER THAT NIGHT
--- BUT I FROEBABLY SHOUILFP
HAVE G'ONE TO SEE HER
RIGHT AWAY, ANYHOW.

I 50T SOME SLEEF INSTEAP. _
I PIPN'T LIKE ANYTHING e
ABOQUT THIS CASE ANF I WAS a0
HOFING IT'P IMFROVE MY

MOOP. IT PIPN'T. EVEN

FUTTING ON A FRESH TIE

FPIFN'T HELF.

somebody
thought Ehey'd
get cute.

Hunk of pipe, I think.
They didn't stick
around to answer
questions.

I was geing
to need a new
head in a Pew
days anyway. This
one's getting a
little soPt.

You may not have
anything else tio worry

| about on bhis case, becavse
\. I'Mmnot sure where I go

hy

Prom here.

What I need to do is
talk to Hobbard, but I have
ko have a lever or she won't
tell me a thing.

Hmm ... though I
know a way I Might be |
able to get one.




OK, 80, THE
PLAT GHOSTS,
THEY CAN'T
COMMULNICATE
WITH ANYEBOFY
EUT OTHER
GHOZSTS. T
MEAN, THEY
TALK, BHT ONLY
OTHER GHOSTS
CAN HEARK THEM.
O TOWCH THEM.

BUT THERE'S A
WOMAN WHO
LSEF TO WORK
AS ONE OF
THESE MYSTIC
HOOHAH TYPES
—— COMMLINE
WITH THE
BEYONP, SPIRIT
WORLE, THAT
KINE OF THING.
NOT SLIRE
WHETHER SHE
COULE ACTLALLY
TALK TO GHOSTS
BACK THEN, OR
IE IT WAS BLILL.
PROBABLY JUAT
BLILL.

THEN SHE
OVERPFPOSER.
WHEN THE FPLIST
CLEARER,
EXCLSE THE
FHRASE, sHE
FEOLNE OUT THAT
NOT ONLY COLILE
SHE SUIRE AS
HELL TALK TO
SHOSTS NOW,
SHE COUILP STILL
TALK TO
EVERYBOFY
ELSE TOO.

.

S Case, shmase. R
/Do You khow how boredl am, Jack? \
( Do you have any idea? You know when
\ bhe last time was that somebody

N came bo see me?

I keep getting pulled back
here, Jack. It's a ghost thing, I
guess. Anyway, it didn’t look like

this when I lived in it.

I HAF BEEN
SLRE THERE'D
BEEN AT LEAST
ONE GHOST IN
THE ROOM WHEN
MORT WAS
KILLEFP, WHO'P
SEEN THE
WHOLE THING ...
ANF I WAS
RIGHT. T EVEN
MANAGEF TO
RECOGNIZE HER,
TO FOINT HER
OLHT TO FAITH.

She says it
was two men.

No. Definitely
rotters. Purple-blue
skin, clovded eves,
almost no hair left.

Ore of them was
skinny with no cheeks or
hose, and the other a lot

heavier, with pudgy cheeks
and no lower jaw.,

The shambles brothers,
areat.

I JHET WANTERF TO FINF RICKY. THAT WAS THE JOB.
I PIPN'T WANT TO START A GANG WAR. I PIPN'T
WANT TO BE INVOLVEFP WITH THIS MESS IN ANY WAY.
I MOSTLY COLLPN'T HAVE CAREP LESS I[F THESE
CLOWNS WERE AT EACH OTHER'S THROATS.

ON THE OTHER HANP, LIKE NORMA SsAIP, THE WAR
LOOKEPF LIKE IT HAF ALREAPY STARTEF, WITH ME
O WITHOUT ME ... WHICH MEANT I WAS
FROEABLY ALREAFY INVOLVEF, WHETHER I
WANTEF TO BE OR NOT.

THAT FPIPN'T THRILL ME, BUT I'F HAVE BEEN
STUFIF TO IGNORE IT. ANF NO MATTER WHAT
SOME FOLKS THINK, I'M NOT STUFIP.

I TOLF BRIX NOT TO BOTHER WAITING, BLUT HE
SAIP HE'F HANG AROLUNE FOR A WHILE ANYWAY,
JUHST IN CASE. HE MLUST HAVE BEEN HAVING A
REALLY SsLOW WEEK.

Maybe if Wou

E 1 lePt this place once

~in a while ...

IF you want to take me
somewhere else, I bet that would
work, at least Por a bit.

Not people I

Where have you
been hiding? It's
been ages.

" C'mon, Jack. T just want to Pool

E" around a little. Touch somebody Por @
"

want to ¢cross ... on

the other hand, they
dePinitely only work Por
Viscous, 4o that as good

as proves he ordered

the hit ...

... Which I guess is
enough o go bo Hobbard
with, even iP she aiready
suspects that. OK.

You get
around, huhZ

I still don't have
anything Por wou,
though.

LY

Jour case can wait: that long. .~

e
"
e

Thank her Por
me, Faith --

need ...
drfnh #oF §

While. That's not too much bo ask, is l’t?_,) /" No,but the NIt

5,
"\.\‘_

A very personal
avor.

It's Por &
case, Faith.

o Fia T

7 ... look, this is Where My

thing is ... head is right now. I'm not going

{15 be able &0 think about anything
S else. I couldn't give you bhe
N atbention you deserve.

f
e IIIJI__‘_""""--._
{*"" ¢an I give you a
A raincheck, mavbe?

SEEMEF LIKE FAITH
WASN'T THE ONLY
EHOST WHO WAS
PESFERATELY IN

NEEF OF SOME
ENTERTAINMENT.

I GAVE THEM SOME
FRIVACY ... NOT
THAT THEY'F HAVE
NOTICEF IF T
STAYEPF TO WATCH.

DRINGY!




Just startled. *.. " I'm betting she
I ran into him 1ast night in g e = doesn't have much
the abandons. He didn't : e to say to Wou.

seem violent then.

&
(R
!
‘l
e |
' @et ovt of here! N\
I boldvou I wasn't going
war f
_ to warn you again! _ Eb-'—Jhe
e i _ I'M startled he's been @ . d'd”b"a%tg q
5 R anywhere eise. 1 bhought e Bt a2
A S R e VRIS e he'd decided he lives here now. harmiess 3s it
He's been bothering : : " ets ik,
everybody Por days. i "ﬁi ‘ -
, _ - & Just don't
Joubetter not g k. N e S blame me iP she
be here to bother B, tosses wouout @
: v L Bt somebody. I'mnot in : - i, s o AATRR. wihdow.
% g AR SLE the mood. ’ A S S T,
N i
J; Me, bother
e Rk - PR S, L S people? C'Mmon, A ==
i : R, e Bandah. I just need to e e s And watich your
S _ ¥ : | talk to Hubbard Por a I Step in there.
> ' e = Minute. ' T
s .
e — |- P E m

I REALIZEF AS SsOON AS I
GOT INSIFE THAT "WATCH
YOUR STEF" HAFP BEEN
LITERAL. THE CLLE
WOLLFPN'T BE OFEN FOR
HOUWRS YET, NOT MANY
LIGHTS WERE ON, ANF THERE
WAS A STEEF FLIGHT OF
STAIRS, WITH A BEENF, NOT
FIVE FEET INSIFE THE
ENTRANCE. I WONFEREF
HOW MANY OF HER
CUHSTOMERS HAF FALLEN
POWN THEM ANF BEROKEN

SOMETHING. !
I'mnot @
SHE FROBABLY THOUWGHT customer,
THAT WAS AN APFEPF BEONUS.
HLUBBARE ANF I WEREN'T But wou knew
RELHTEE BLT WE WERE that a[peadu a0
SORT OF KINPREF, JUST BY il

CONSTRUCTION ... ANF WE spare Me.

GOT ALONG JUST AS BAPLY
As IF WE'F BEEN ACTHAL

EAMILY. I need to talk to

OH, YES, IT'M SURE YOUR Hubbard.
FAMILY IS ALL SWEETNESS
ANP LIGHT, BUT I BET YOU

ALEC PON'T LIVE IN
SOULEBURE. SOULSBLURE
TENPZ TO BRING OUT THE

WORZST IN PEOPLE.

ANYWAY. EVERY TIME I'C ’ What ‘g';*r"‘fh
HAP TO PEAL WITH HUBBARE oesn't Peel like
IN THE PAST, IT HAP GONE — balking?
BAPLY, ANF I PIPN'T SEE
ANY REASON TO BELIEVE [T'P
BE ANY BETTER THIS TIME.

Like I said:
spare me.

You want to try
that: line of atback,
work on your acting.
You're not selling it.

I'M thinking you S
| must be Roxie. I've ;
\_heard about you. , \E

B L \

-'-

And I've heard sp
Much about Hou.

I needto talk to
I'd love to Pind " Hubbard, and I khow
/" out how much oP it 5 GO I have L B i Seep
I" brue. .'u".amb:e in private? sl E.f-ﬂmg t'h&}t' e ;
T el i | nc-b-r:-%g gets to tell me b,'.‘? get And don't by 60
N comPortable? :é‘f ed but her ... 50 how LUPh Me into 8 pumpkin.
- CUB How ja-t GROp 1 I'm pretty sure that

s IguessTl
have to try
something else,
bhen.



ng #rmr ws YOU PO, WHEN
e OME TO AETER
g:c‘:r EH-:?F?’E EANJAXEP YOU,
. B TRY TO FIGURE OUT WHERE
i VO ARE.

'I'

Sl I WAS LYING ON ROUGH
- OONCRETE, ANP THERE WERE
SMELLS OF PUST ANE RUST
-~ ANP OLF OfL, SO AN
ABANFONEF FH(L"T::‘JR? O
WHREHE?HEE O SOMETHING
o LIKE THAT.

THE SECONF THING YOI PO,
ONCE YOU THINK YOULU CAN
MOVE WITHOUT IT HHURTING TOO
MUCH, 1S YOI TRY TO SIT WF
ANFP TAKE A LOOK AROLUNP.

THAT'S WHEN YOU FINF OUT THAT WITHER IS LYING ON THE GROUNEF IN FIECES
ABOUT FOLR FEET AWAY FROM YOLI.

HARP TO SAY HOW MANY FPIECES, BECAULSE SOME OF THEM WERE STILL HELP
TOGETHER BY HIS CLOTHES. HIS HEAP ANF ONE ARM WERE FEFINITELY ON
THEIR OWN, THOWGH.

I COULPN'T sSAY HOW LONG HE'F BEEN FPEAFP, SEEINE A< HOW HE'F ALREARPY
BEEN FPRETTY FPECAYEF BEFORE THAT.

LT ST Pt et 11 Tt ] - -5 " - § "
gl 1 e T IR i - L p
P g oot ek B L e s o ; -

¢ S e R : |

BLLWE ANF REF
LIGHTS. FOLICE.

I'F BEEN SET LIF.

MR T e - 5 I
SOMEBOPY HAP CLEARLY W Jacw B = R LI el } o Saw that witch
TIPPEF THEM OFF, ANF I : j : | - - 3 £055 You in the trunk of
HAP TO ASSUME THE ; TSkl : s her ¢ar, along with a bundle.
B ke o e Figured Wou Weren's on that
T HOPEDP THEY HHF;N'T 3 , ; e - - J ride Por pUH, s0 I decided
SENT SOMEONE TO : ) ' —1 S b Lo Pollow her and see.
WATCH THE OTHER - aNE ; . o

POORZE YET.

Y C'mon, the cab's
around the cornep.
The police haven't
seen it Yeb.

Brix!
You're the best thing
I've seen all day.

Bub how'd - e
oL know? i
- Brix, you're

."" getting hazard pay \
badam Take me back to

\ My oPPice. I've got f:.a
~~bﬁ_garﬂi:- SOME ﬁu;pneﬁ

I HAF BRIx WAIT AT THE OFFICE, BECAULUSE I WAS GOING TO HAVE HIM TAKE ME RIGHT
BACK TO HUWBEBARF'S FLACE FORK ANOTHER TRY. STUHEBORN. OR STUHFIFP. YO FICK.

T I I
“1% - b ':
Y Sorry, Jack. '

This time I do have
instructions. You

] ‘ n i . . ; :
ke .H‘a en't coming in. _ i
! —

And now I'm i1 She'd never
pretty annoyed. il believe it. You
g _. couldn't overpower
Me in your wet
dreams.

' %ﬂ' : ?*T? IP You want,
- You ¢an tell her
Wou tried bo stop
Me, we had a
wrestling match,
andl
overpowered
You.

-

Gu#ﬁs she had
3 enough of you.
y

i

probably not.
But you play it |
any waw yov J

She ¢can't
"/ have had PHﬂUQh :
| of me. I never got B
) bgpaee her the f ,.,J-‘.-
B Ffirst time. L0
h;'_ﬁ:'% __,u""'{ % :

= :
® 4

s g 2

e e s

THE GUN'S A she really is going
xﬂ;a;fz% ﬂrg” bo throw you out 8
T WoRKE ON Window, You know.
PRETTY MUCH -
EOULEBaRE, NG
LG rERE, B o e
; % ? S| want to wrestle
.. COME 5€€ Me.




I CASERF THE FLACE EIRST.

ROXIE FPIPN'T SEEM TO BE ARCLINEG,
WHICH WAS SO0F FOR T HAVING TO
WATCOH MYy BACK, BUT BAF BECALSE

I'Z? REALLY WANTEEZ A CHANCE TO
SHOOT HER A EEW TIMES.

*

'_',_i'__" g ,11. e

E@-

'S / _
N e‘f x\\\}?
?ﬁ“ 3 ??__‘;'?:
b Cadeag o
g

You've lost
what little mind
You had.

Just plaving
the odds. I Pigure
iP wou run with the
sleaze, the sleaze is
most likely to be
what does wou in.

You sure it isn't
just becavse you
don't want to spend a
Wear doing a lot of
boring siPting?

I don't know
about Wou, Jack. I
don't: think I've ever
known anybody else
who's wasted their
liPe this hard.

-

You know, having
Wour pet witich slip me a
Mickey and then try to Prame
me Por murder ... that's
really rude.

"Bnowing me"7 You don't
know me worth a good goddamn.
You Ghink I'm @ monster. I got
that a long time ago.

S

I'm @ businesswoman.
. I'M brying tio run a business.

By changing
wour competition
into pumpkins.

They can be changed -
o back, you know. Like
hothing ever happened.

A
P

I'm not trying to get rid of H“
them. Not that way. I'm just
trying to get an idea into Viscous'

head. Which i even harder than
getting one into yours. L

ﬂimmim
What, I
should have
picked your
B career?
, I'll et you in on
" something, Hubbard:
Viscous got the Shambles
brothers to kill Mort.
S ConPirmed that today. <5

Rt

&

He did that in
retaliation Por your
squashing his people. And
; he's not done net.

-,

1=

s~ You've started a
/ war, and a lot of people
|' are going to get hurt.

Most of them ... eh. But 8

couple of them were
pretty decent.

|

P

!
|
|

|

! — R
| — : HIBBARP'S SHOT HIT
— e — — i— " ™ ME HARPER THAN I
B —— e — ., WANTEP TO APMIT.
~  ~— e — -
e —" ——r— . S—, THEgTH.’gC—T WAS, SHE
e o ——— . - WAS RIGHT. I PIPN'T
= "'llt—ll-.-.-l-—l—. --L!-.l-_- e = WANT TO PO THE
% St —— - SIETING. NOT BECALISE
e E'EE:’E THE gﬂwr. g
i — e g LILF POKE AROLING
--.|-...-"'_‘-—h-"_'_"-t e — . FOR MONTHS ANEF NOT
. Em———— —mlm—m . (SET ANYTHING.
. ———— T
~mlam ~m—— T = = = ON THE OTHER HANPF, IT
— N — = = = SEEMEF LIKE I FPIPN'T
s [ s - Egvs HNETH.’NE NOW,
\ — — S IT WASN'T LIKE THE
a ~— —— . B CURRENT AFFROACH
= =~.—.."-_"—- - | ] HAP PONE ANY BETTER.
—~———
- ——— e

-
-
L
-

-—'_.r.-r.r'..-
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BECAUSE I JUST FPIPN'T

Saus the man with the
gun pointed at me. Put that
thing away bePore Wou hurt

yourself, would wou?

I don't know why
Wou think I'd give you the
Lime of day. I know Yiscous
only sent Wou here to
Mmake trovble.

Viscous
Where'd you get:
thatZ Did Roxie Peed
Wou that line?

And evenif I
was a killing tupe,
why on earth would I
kill RickyZ He was
working Por me.

He was a spy. You
hever ¢an tell what
Viscous is going to do. He's not
smart enough that you can
trust it to make a damned bit
oF sense. You have to have
eyes and ears.

I didn't start it/

Twenty years,
Viscous and I have
been pperating on the
same turf! Twenty
Years, never a
problem.

Then all of a sudden, @
couple of months ago, he
decides he's going to get into
the dust business.

My business,

W
Po I get in his FaceZ No.
Po Irun acasine? No. I
thought we had bovnaaries. I
thought we had an agreement.
Then ke pulls this.

Viscous didn't
send me. And I didn't
plan on making any
trovble. At least not until
she pulled that. Now I
don't know. I'm not in 8
great mood.

I'M quaking
with Pear.

Look, I just want to
know what you did with
Ricky Velazquez.

Knowing wou, I
Figure it's probably too
labe, but T owe my client bo
at least bring back his
corpse.

Lot of that
going around.

OK, Fine. You didn't
disappear Ricky -- you notice I
didn't say "kill" -- becavse he was
one of yours. And Yiscous didn't
disappear him becavse he
thought: he was one of his.

Then what did happen to him?

How the hell
should I know?
Isn't Pinding that
out wour job?

Why chase me
Pirst? Or Viscous? Why
aren't you looking into
whether he skipped town?
Or dredging the bay For
his car?

And I'll tell wou another

one: There's no way he got

that bright

He doesn't get ideas.

Your client is here.

IP I ever Pind out who
put him Up Bo i6, I'll make
that person wish they'd

never existed.

idea on his own.

Yeah, I see that.




Ms. Velazquez. Tharks Por
coming by. Especially since I'm
hot wWelcome at Wour house.

I Pigured it was

better to tell you this
in person.

“i;‘.h 1

— =
|

No, I haven't. ,

I haven't gone : i

door-to-door asking ' Rk, S et ;

random people if they've ERMEE T . T LL |

seen him. I haven't been AR S, 1
looking Por withesses at the R ,

train sbation. I haven't pub e .

Up signs saying HAVE YOU : -

SEEN THIS MANZ : AR .

None of that. ' B TR o

|

I'JJIJJJJI

J . . 'm:
[ ==

= But listen.

Ricky was tangled vp with

both Hobbard andViscous.

I think I'm going to have %
to drop Your case.

What ## !
You're not in @ million years

Why?

going to convince me that his N

disappearance wasn't connected | T i .

to that. It's just boo much o rig : g el

believe. I'm not going to start / giv : '

asking around the bus depot [ R 1o

Wheh 6hat's staring us in 4y RN
the Pace. i LIk, o

Because it's not
going anywhere, and I
don't think it's going to go

anywhere, and I don't think I
should waste any more of

our money.
Y Y b
-l . i rp [] i,
I didwarn you that Sy~ Now, iF you'd been
=
=

Missing persons cases
in spulsburg are just
=

about impossible.

But you've only been on it
a daw! You can't have -- I
Mean, surely you haven't

done everything that --

S

" Look, this is very )
important to me. ¥

\1.
J-ﬂ'

Ii:_._'_‘_—-._

15 there anything I
¢an do to persvade Wou to
keep going? What can I
oPPer you?

-
-

( It doesn't have to be
. [ust money, You know.

"n.‘_

It'snot ™
really an income.

Mother had money of
her own. She lePt it |
all ko me. /

Amost all. _~ B

She only lePt Ricky
a tiny bit, and he
resented that, but I
know why she did it
and so did he. &

She khew
Daddy was going to
Pocus on Ricky, pushing
him to get into the Pamily
businesses and so oh --
and probably leave him
everything. IF he
ever dies.

He's not going
to provide Por me at
all, I bet. He's assuming I'll
marry oPf and be my
husband's problem.
Paddy's old-Pashioned
that way.

THE FROBLEM WAS THAT
THIS WAS ANOTHER THING
I'F BEEN TRYING TO AVOIF

POING. ON A SCALE OF
ONE TO HUBEBARFE, IT WAS .
ABOUT A NINE. §

BUT I PIPN'T WANT TO
GIVE VELAZGIIEZ THE
BOOT WITHOLWT BEINE
ABLE TO SAY I'F TRIEF
THIS FIRST, SO THERE WAS
NC WAY ARCLINE IT.

something else, that might _
have been different. A big B

Pight with his dad. A bad el

breakup. Anything else

—

able to point me to
IF his disappearance was

gang-related, that means the
only people there was any point in

But, Yknow, even i taiing to were Hubbard and Viscous,
ve talked to both of them, and

then, those don't Seem N\ "5 4
they both say they don't khow

anywhere as likely a

reason Lo disappear as .
being involved in not one, £, /130 happened to Ricky.
but two, crime gangs. AN i
Get me? Y 40 now I'm up

to chase.

!

l
i

I think I might be a°
litble oPPended. (

_ .um '
T

I'm not your type
and we bobh know it. | _
No blood to suck. .
{ IP wou Peel that way
aboLt vampires, whi'd S
Wou take the jab?”,—-
y © I've got nothin

against vampires. %waﬁ
Just telling the truth. 4

o

Anyway, I try
never Lo turn down
business,

Well, this isn't just
business to me. And I
really do want you to

keep going.

Do you need more
money® I'll pay you
whatever it bakes.

... Tell me a little about
that. From what you said

the other day, I guess you
have your own income?

That's one uufar_«f~~~
to put it.

-qg

43y, 5ince You “ymilien
mention it ... 8

vampires don't ||
tend to die. 4

Not o ™\
natural
cavses.

_—

B o o o

Mother had an
accident. It wasn't a
stake through the heart,
but it might as well
have been.

Look, tell you
what. I still don't see
the point in doing the

street grind, but there By

is one other thing I
can try.

IP that doesn't lead
anywhere, theh we can
talk about whether I
should keep going.

I WAS GOING TO HAVE TO TALK TQ THE RAT.



Piss oPP,
pie-Face.

.-""" ) .-:" 3
( Nice to see '8
\ Wou, too.

.\.-.-

What, I should be
polite? To youZYou're as
bad as the cops. Fucking

Pascists.

I'm just trying
to Pind a missing
person.

Yeah? And what if he
don't wanna be Pound?

Pon't matter
anyway. I trade

inPormation, and you

got no stock, 50 --

Bat, I don't know
what you did to piss them
ofF, but I didn't have
anubhing bo do with --

I'M BUILT PURABLE BUT NOT STRONG.
NCO WAY COWLEFE I HANPLE THEM IN A
FIGHT. THEY'F BREAK ME INTCO TWIGS.

BUT THE RAT LIKEF HANGING OUT IN
FLACES THAT WERE FALLING AFART.

2'maon, you gotita
collapse sometime,
Now would be perfect.

'i' e i
:px v

:

"'\ ' *:#

“ 6t |
‘E:--fk--'
“ W :

.r..

There Wou are,
chickenshit.

R s

ey, we can't allbe ..-ﬁ\
stupid like You. Some of | A ‘

US like breathing. 4 \—_\ '

Never bother
\ With it, myselP. J

Is that gonna take

-

4

them out Por good?

Doubt it.
They'll just dig
themselves out. We
Might not even have
very long.

S0 Wou better tell me about
Ricky Velazquez Past.

-- what the Puck
was that?

I didn't hear
anything.
You can't hear Por shit.
comebody’s outside.
Did wou bring me trouble, wou
Pucking gourd?

Ah, shit!
It's the Shambles!
I'M gonna make sure You
sUFPer Por this!

We know you're in here.

n “@ IP you save vs some trouble we'll
try not o make it hurt as much.

MAYBE A LITTLE ROUGH, BLT THEY FESERVEP IT. T OWEF THEM FOR MORT.
FROEBABLY I OWEF THEM A LOT MORE THAN THAT. BUT THIS WOLULEF HAVE TO PO.

Ok, OK. Guess I pwe
you that. Don't know what
the Puck Ehose two want with
me, but whatever it was, I
don't need any.

The YelazqueZz kid,
huh?
@Gone missing?
Probably pissed ofF Hubbard.
Or Viscous., Viscous got no

Both of them
loyalty at all.

claim not.

Huh.
Maybe don't believe
that.. Anyway I got
nothing else on him ...

except ...

He was a
regular at Ms. Rachel's.
Every night, just about.
| Maybe you can get something
ouvt of her. IF she don't tear
Wou a new one Por
asking.

Now I'm ovtba
here before they
get their shit
together.

Good idea.




THE SEX
BUSINESS IN
SOUHLSEBURE IS

FRETTY ( Now, Jack.
E*.Efgf? féggg 5 I kMow You know
better than this.

MOSTLY KEEFS
7O THEIR OWN
KINF. BUT IF YO
PO WANT TO
TJHMF THE
FENCE, THERE'S
ONLY ONE
FLACE TQ &0.

MS. KACHEL ANF I &0OT
ALONG, BT THAT
WOLLPN'T STOP HER FROM
TOSSING MY ASS OUT IF
SHE THOUGHT I WAS
CROSSING A LINE.

ALSO, IT WAS BUSINESS

HOUWRS FOR HER, WHICH

MEANT IT WAS A BEAF TIME
TO BE ASKING.

LBy

Y Bt T don't think X8
it can waib.

I do. Sorry.

f ?v‘
40

Jack, Ghis is Buttons,

Buttions, take Mr.
Chandler vpstairs and
give him what he
needs.

The more I
chase Ricky
Velazquez, the more
convinced I am the
clock's ticking.

It's already
sat cold way too
long. IP I wait much
longer, I don't know iP
anyone will be able
o Pind him.

But even putting wour
biming aside, Jack ...
Wou know the policy. Now, hold on ...

On the other
hand ...

We all liked Ricky. He
was a good customer.
We've been worried
about him.

I mean, I appreciate the
thought, but I'm not really in
the market Por --—

Customer Trust me.

privacy is very
important to vs, We
don't balk about them.
Even the ones who've

gone Missing. Wait, here a

Mmoment.

Then, a couple
of weeks ago, he
just didn't show.
We haven't seen

him since.

Help me with
MY dress?

Do you know Where
he went? I've been
worried ...

No idea what
Might have
happened?

Well ... he was
mixed vp wibh Mother
Hubbard and Jimmy
Viscous, so0 maybe one
of them got him ...

| ‘:‘:‘ \Hl_l.

1 -'-?*%" ._ B R Bub I don't think

, No, that's what I'm Y Y AR : S8 50. He hated doing
Look, I'm -- trying to Pind ovt. & S & what he was doing. I
ho oPPense, bub - i < - think he probably went
I'm really not : somewhere none of
) here Por that. 4 Then why dre i D them could Pind him.
: You here? : _ Hubbard. Yiscous.
-~ ;. His dad.

T

Especially his
dad. There was
something going on
between them. I
hever could Pigure
out what.

(. Jouhadrimasa ““‘)/,,
\ Customer sometimes? /7 piithe time. I was
. the only one he'd ever
come Upstairs with. And
he was here almost
every night.

Well, I was trying
to Pind out about
Ricky Velazquez.

--.._.___'____._._.--"

Oh, no. Ricky
was difPerent.
Ricky wanted me
involved.

That's all I know. You
suUre You don't want tio
play? You're paving Por the
Lime anyway ...

Thanks, but no.
You know ... even
Por this place wou're

pretty vnusoal ... I think Ricky

picked me becavse
there wasn't any risk. You

IP you don't
Mind my asking ...
what kind of

customers do Wou

vsvally get? I mean,

what: do they want
Wou to do?

Nothing,
Mmostly.

THEL‘I want me to lie
completely still and stay
Where f.'ahé'l_-] put me and
not say a word.

That's their idea of a
good time, I guess --
somebody who's barely even
there. Might as well just
masturbate ... but, hey,
it's their money.

Ricky was like
that boo?

know how vampires get
sometimes, when they're in
bed ... if he didbite me,
it's not like it'd do
anything.

L

I don't think he
liked being a vampire
much. I don't think he

was very happy.

I tried to make
¥ RS sure he was at least
i . happy while he was
here, Wou khow? 4




VE§ L YOU MIGHT NOT THINK
: THERE WAZS MUCH TO GET

EROM THAT INTERVIEW

BUT YOU'P BE WRONG.

I'F BEEN FULTTING
TOGETHER AN IPEA IN MY
HEAP. IT WAS A FRETTY
TWISTEF ONE, WHICH IS
WHY I HAPN'T WANTEF TO
CHASE IT. BUT BUTTONS

HAF MAPE ME THINK THAT
MY WILEF [FEA WASN'T SO
WILF AFTER ALL.

THE TRICK NOW WAS
FIGURING OLUT HOW TCO |
TLURN THAT WILF IPEA INTCO J
¥ SOMETHING REAL.
SOMETHING I COULEP
PROVE.

T COULPN'T THINK ABOLT
THAT JUST THEN, THOUGH.
I'P PISCOVEREP T HAP T &TILL COLULEPN'T .*

OTHER PROBLEMS EIGHT THEM, ANP T - B
FOLLOWING ME. PIPN'T HAVE A WALL f

N A IR T BE SLRE THIE TIME. S0 T WAS
O WHO THEY WERE JHST SOING TO HAVE

AETER. THEY KEPT LiP. TO OHTRUHN THEM.

THEY HAPN'T BEEN AFTER
THE RAT. THEY'D BEEN
AETER ME. T HAP NO IPEA
WHY, ANE NO TIME TO
WONPER ABOUT IT.

I WAS SO FOCUHSERP ON
THAT, I NEARLY RAN

SMACK INTO BRIAN. That's not a

Yeah, barely. Iﬁ.';.ﬂr:-st gob
drained dry. We've got an
ambulance coming.

gang-war victim ...

A FEAP-SIFPE TOUWRISM IS A THINS.
FPEOFLE FROM THE LIVE SIPE GET
BOREP ANF PECIFE TO COME
il OVER TO FINE S8OME EXCITEMENT.
i SOMETIMES THEY FINP MORE OF
i IT THAN THEY WANT.

Not unless 3
vampire's
decided Lo sign
up with them. 88

That'd be all
we need.

... Just
doesn't Fit
with their
habits ...

I don's know. REEEEEEEREEE

WHICH WOLILE HAVE Maybe they were 'g% 5 N SRROAE

HURT. HE'S BUILT SOLIF. in @ hurry. Keep

that light: steady,
would you#

We just
happened to be
passing by. ~J
=" Then I guess we'll

Well, good [uck,
gotod run/

S0 OF
COURSE
HERE I WAS,
FOLLOWING.
LIKE | SAIF:
STUFIF OR
STUBEORN,
YOu FPECIFE
WHICH.

IT JUST SEEMEF IMPORTANT ALL
OF A SLPPEN TO FINF THE BAT. T
HAP SOME QUESTIONS. T HOPEFP T
COULE GET OCOHERENT ANSWERS.

take a look around. It
didn't happen more than a
Pew minutes ago, Norma
bhinks. Perp might still be
in the area. A5

TWO BLOCKS
FLIRTHER ALONG,
I SAW SOMEONE
I WASN'T
EXFECTING TO
SEE, ANF THE 1
\ LAST FARTS OF i
| MY WILEP [FEA
SUFPFPENLY FELL
INTC FLACE.

".j:'.,

BEHIND THE CORRUGATEF-METAL
EENCE THE BAT THING WAS TRYING TO
BREAK INTO, THERE WA= A
CONSTRUCTION S2ITE THAT NEVER SOT
COMFPLETEL. NOW IT WAS NOT ONLY
LINEINISHEP, BUT HALEF—-COLLAPSED ——
A RLIN, SEVERAL BLOCKE OF IT, THAT
NO ONE WITH ANY SENSE WOLILE
HAVE SET FOOT IN.

IF I COULE FUT THEM BETWEEN ME
ANEF THE SHAMBLES BROTHERS, I
STOOF A GO00F CHANCE OF
GETTING AWAY. THE BROTHERS
WEREN'T SCAREF OF MUCH, BT
THEY WEREN'T FLUME ENOUGEH TO
ASSALLT TWCO FOLICE OFFICERS
OUT IN THE OFEN.

q Yoo-hoo,
Chandler!

Come out, come out,
Wherever Wou are.

Mr. Viscous
thought: You were a
Priend of his. He's very
disappointed that you're
helping Hubbard knock

oPF our pecple. He says we can break )
Wou into litble pieces and vse
Wour head as a basketball, so )
leti's geb on with it.

We haven't got all night.




p What --7
This is & 4 Police?
horrible idea.
You know that,
Pight 7 .
5 It's a trap!
Chandler set vs vp!

i

.: Y BubtI also

know when
= Chandler thinks
\  he knows
i, Something.

e

; Qj Andl know the @

SN dhambles Lollowed him
¥ in here, 50 they're aPter W
him, and iP they getb him,
\  then we won't get to
: khow what he
KHOWS.

. s

Yeah. Split up and B u e ¥
Pind something to hit [0 . J ..

them with. }r:'_.-EI"'_"_'_'-:::! -__{"EE'J Il &3 ['?E_ E:
i

---tl:'r_l.I . r'l J'f s
them ovb and then T
’ we'll deal with
LR Chandler.

There you are.

Good hiding
place, huh?

Pamn it, Brian,
this is not the bime
to wander oPg!

Look, I'm not going to
do anything. I won't even |
come any closer.

Hey!
You leave my
brother alone!

LIKE I SAIF, T PON'T
HAVE MLUCH IN THE WAY
OF FHYSIGUE ... BUT

ERAVITY'S A BITCH.

I'll knock You
into next week, you
bag of --




P we'd stayed together
wouldn't have gotiten the
drop on me.

L

Y You know how

4 ll | embarrassingit is, getting
B caughb out like that?

i

ak

That's a Priend of mine,
I'll have you know!

Aw, Norma, I --

You heard him say it.

I heard a noise
and I went over to
check. It was just a
second!

And then you yelled
and I thought ...

I thoughts
somebhing really
bad had happened
Lo You.

I covldn't bake it i
soMebhing had
haFFEHEIﬁ to Houo.

¥ Brian, wou idiot, J
you've got to tellpeople ; Don't: you be
o bhings sometimes. | sneaking off, now.

Come on, Jack. You've got
something. I know you. We're
spinning our wheels over here.
Give a dog a bone, wouldjaZ

That sounds
more like Hobbard's
department..

WHICH WAS ALL GO00F
ANF WELL, BUT THE
EAT HAF MAFE A KUN
FOR IT AS sOON AS
NORMA YELLEP, SO
NOW I WAS SOING TO
HAVE TO START OVER

WiTH THAT.

7~ The problem is, I don't have
/ anything. I mean, I know some
| things, but that's not good enough
\, Por Wour purposes, It's not even
. good enough Por mine.

.,
T
"~ =5

B __

-

7 I'mpretty sure I
/ know why Wour gang war
I." started, and I know who did
| What to who, and I even think I
\ know what happened tio Ricky
\ Velazquez.But I can't

N prove any of it.

What I need --
to get @ crack in
the door -- is ...

.o INAM.

The police haven't
wanted to confront eibher
gang directly ...

Would you be willing tio
Make some high-level
arrests?

I Pigured Wou twe N
would appreciate
SoMeE privacy.

There'll be a time and
place Por that. Business
Pirst. We need to talk.

>
LY [

Don't think I

have anything
Wou'd be {

interested in A8
hearing. 4=

% o

It's not 50 much
that. We never ¢an
catch them at anybhing
iflegal. IF they'd just
outlaw selling ghost
dost ...

How high?

i High.

[ Bt iP it comes oPP, it
dePinitely put an end to

\_ Your gang war.

o

.. We'll need bo talk with
our capbain. )




THE NEXT NIGHT.

what the --7

J'1I1-|I.-rl':-k.'?.
Are you lookin' to die?

I'm sorry, sir!
Really! Really,
really sorry!

The police are
here! They've got a
warrant! They're
looking For you!

The boys
and I are trying to
stall 'em, but You need
to get out of here
right: now!

They can't
possibly have
anything ...

This is
hurrying, Mock.
This is as good as it iR Dol
fucking gets. a, Folly

Now that he's
distracted, I need a
Minute of your time.

I can’t talk to
You, You know
that! He'd --

Polly.

I know Wou don't like this
place. I know Wou hate
having to put up with him.
Having to do what he
wants all the time.

What's keeping you here?
What's he got on you?

> Ipissed of P

b3l e , __f;__ at a > . o | ‘x
( ﬁEe-EEn :f; % .':aa ﬁ;w He said iP he el e e I oY

b, Iipse count. ,—T ever caught me he'd '\ ( [ guess Viscous didn't bother to

It's not like that! | | -

e

a'a rok - : Sh have me melted, Elﬂl::f;' _ tell You.

N hemeantib. 4

2 r
o —_— =

- i
y  Not too many people ™~
'k can hold ofF Sanguine, but |

|I

JimMmy can. -
- ;
i e 4 1 1 i -‘-‘-‘_‘-'_'_‘—'—"_'_ _'_._-_-_'_‘-H.._‘_
-- I'M 33P¢e here, » \ETS - -

: : ﬂ-er pr'ﬂtabrgj : .. ~
Ok¥ s ich ,,g but;, Polly .. L’ fa”ﬂ“'”*!"" 5

"T been dead Por
IR two years. }

it A ¢

Bot you know, I s&ill
can't tell y Wou anything. IP I Pink on Jimmy,
then I'm gonna need
somebody to protect me
Prom him.

I don't ever
get to win.

Look, I'm not
asking Por moch. I just
I don't know ; want one thing Prom you. I
about that. b 3 don't need wou Lo show up in
: : court or anything like that.
Tell me the truth and you
¢an hit the road.

Someone else has been <
running this gang Por @ while Hmﬁ!
olly. He's . i 'v'lsr;a-us has a secret boss. Even |
e s, = |$r:uu$ has ﬂrrped about it tc- H:‘m w

Hallllre hlrlllﬁ- “1 ajar i+ . ! ! r ”L_ I '. l. . Ly i !
downstairs already. s BEGE T . T I know how he is.

And the charges are real.
Thew're going to stick. I don't
think you're going to need to |

worry about him anymore. 48

He can barely move,




You've got
nothing on me! My
[awwer will have me out of
this bePore Wou can get

me to the jail.

Keep telling '\
Wourself that.

S g :

. iy
AL T _i":'J
i

-
We've got statements that
% Wou're responsible Por the
cai commission of least Pive murders
o in the last two years.
ET: 1I "'F"'

R Some worlk.

e Your hitmen are trying really

e ?=:"f:';"l'; : hard to save their asses.

I HATE THE WOREF "CLLIE."
I'M NOT SOME BOOK
FPETECTIVE WITH A PRAWINGE
ROOM ANEF A MAGNIEYING
GLASS. BUT I PON'T HAVE
ENF'THJ’NE' BETTER.

ONE IMFORTANT CLLE WAS
REALIZING THAT THE BAT
WASN'!'T JUST HANGING OUT
IN RANPOM FLACES.

IN FRONT OF HLIBEARF'S ——
TRYING TO GET INSIFE. IN
THESE CONSTRUCTION
RUINS. SLEEFING IN THE
ABANFPONS (.. IN AN ALLEY
THAT HAF AN EXIT FROM THE
RUWINS, ON THEIR FAR SIFE.

THE BAT WAS LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING'. ANF WHEN
THAT SOMETHING WASN'T AT
HLWWEBBARF'S, IT WAS HERE.
SOMEWHERE.

IT TOOK ME MOST OF THE
NEXT PAY TO FINF. NOT A
SUWRFRISE. THE BEAT NEVER
HAF MANAGEF IT, ANF HAF
BEEN LOOKING FOR A LOT
LONGER.

I CAME BACK AFTER PARK.
I'F ASKEPF ABOUT HER
HAEBITS, ANF I KNEW SHE'FP
BE HERE. SHE PIPN'T STICK
ARCOULNE HUBEBARFP'S WHILE
THE CLLIB WAS OFEN.
AFFARENTLY SHE FIFPN'T

LIKE THE NOISE. -

... How did you even
Pind this place?

It took

No, seriously, don't
try anything.

I'm not in the mood.

And iP I don't come out of
here in a litble while, :
somebody's going to notice. &8

Besides, wou don't want to pick a
Pight: with me. You don't know it Wet, but
we're oh the same side.

We're going to be cooperating.

Whlﬂh dbe a
|/ shame, becavse I
know You didn't do “
ib. }’au:ust. moved
the body. Because
Hobbard asked

Killing things isn't your
style. You never do anything
that permanent. When You change
people, You always make sure
Wou can change them back.

Makes me think you're
working For the wrong person.
She'd kill somebody Without
giving it a second thought.

You want me to ;
se(l her out.

|'||_, are ."h.ﬂr'q;‘ﬂ'

recorded and I..-'-'.u--'
against Yoo ...

Why would I :
cooperate with you? 4

Becavse You owe
me Por trying to set
Mme Lp Por murder?
NoZ

OK, how
about this:
Because Wou didn't kill
Wither and you don't
want to get busted
B Por something you 4
B, didn't do? 48

et e AFRW 4.

7 The police are going to
get somebody Por it, Roxie.
Right now, you're number

one on the list.

, haveaw ay '”"”:' Look, the police are going
to get her, whatever it bakes.

\  They already got Viscous.
b They're tired of all this.

L .

- ‘r:-l L

Going pretty well.

...

}'eah
I think we've J\nr;-pped
up in here.

.f
Iy What's the word on §
the second part? A

‘n'uﬂ covldn't ‘“H

get avthorization "'-:.Z
Pr:r* anybody else. They \
thought it was too shaky. T
IP the two of vs want to
take the risk, that's |
small enough to sweep /-
Under the rug iP it

And are wou >
still willing to
take the r'rsh—

blows up.

Mmbm ... iPyou
can get: your
Missing piece.

5 I'd better go
¢ about that.

IF you're
going to try
anything, wait
until aPter we
talk, OKZ It's
important.

I won't be able to
hide Prom her ...

I think she'll have other
things to worry abouk.

Like I said, she's
going down. That's not
in doubt. The only
question is who she's
taking with her.

You ask me, I think
Wou should try o
save Your ass,



A COLPLE OF HOHRS LATER.

I'm never going ™~

to be able to show |

MY Pace around :
here again.

gorry, Bandah.
You got @
warrant?

We covldjust
be coming in to
dance.

P
You're not. @ive me Pive

minuvtes to get
back vpstairs so
she doesn't
spspect
anything.

Anyway, we
have a dress
code: Don't look
like a cop.

@Get out of here.

... ho idea why the Who let wou
police decided to move hairballs in
in all of a sudden, buk here?
I'll take it.

Now hold on just @ minvte!

Now we can stop
worrling about Viscous
and get back to what
we're supposedto be
doing --

First oPP,
Wou can't prove
anything. second,
Viscous sent: that

double-timing jerk

bo kill me!

IP %Mebhing did
happen, and I'm not:
saying it did, it was

cleariy
selP-defense!

£y

You're under
arrest on

spspicion of
Mmurder,

Mourder?
I haven't
murdered
anybody.

And there she
goes, Called it.

I better get
aPter her.
vbsh
remember we'll
need her back to
testiPy.

S s
TT

Ty |¢d'

couple of assholes
who are out of

| service Por a litble

While, but ...

Not the
pUMpkins.

Wither.

Poes cutting
sgmeone inbo pieces
count as
selP-defense?

It does iF
that's the only
way to make him
stay dead!

... anYwWay, vou
can't prove
anything.

We'll let: the court
decide that.

oW, Brix,
Wou're up.

I dunne about
this, Jack ... ain't
never tailed nobody

in the airbefore

Just do wour
best. Even money I
know where she's

going anyway.




This had
better be good.
We're not even

supposed to know
edch other.

You're
endangering my
business,

Torpid, I am
osting @ party.

Your business s
diready in danger.

fes, sip,
. She was extremely
B insistent. aid it was of
g, the highest urgency.

Alfof it.

You've Lold them, haven't Wou?
You've told the police about me.
You've told them about --—
\ I haven't!

We had an
agreement ...

I haven't said anwthing
about any of that.

Listen bo me.
The police have arrested
Viscous. They've arrested
Hubbard. They're shutting

But they are making me
revert everything, and wou %
know assoonasldo,it's §
going to be = —

-
-
-~

both gangs down. Lies.

. : - _
Ig ;‘F'jggg; }ﬁ? f:f; I don't believe you, You

4 traitorous cunt!
heard about it. I knewyou couldn't be
relied upon --

What, he'd have called you?
Even he's not that dumb. Talk
about endangering wou ...

Hey, now, Rupe.
Take a step back, there. |

You brought him here?
You sold me out and you brought
him here to see it?

And she didn’t bring me
here. I Pollowed her.

See, I knew I wasn't "
going to get her to tell me
the parts that had wou in

them. She's a lot more
~ scared of you than she is
5 of Hubbard.

" I've got a
stake in this,
Wou know. 4

L

ot
/7 Iwas only about
Y ninety percent sure it
o was you, so I needed to
get her to come Pind you.
| 2o I'd know. I like to be
ahe hasn't told me i . SR o certain about these
about anybhing except o - e things.
Lurning some pecple into TSR & %
pumpkins and helping
\  cover up Wither's
murder. A

She didn't.

S,

/" she absolutely did not "~

l:“' tell me that you've been ':|
secretly running Viscovs'
\_ gang Por months now. /

", "
- —

S
—L

-

il

/1 Pigured that \
\_ out myselP. )

o _a-"r
e o

I'd have
expected a bat.
More traditional. o
I Ghink I'm
done with bats
For a while.

Besides, he could :
probably Pind a way to |
Mmake trovble as 3 bat-y-“

™

7 ... Ireally shovldn't ™

!

" have done that. I'll never ";.
, De able to turn him back.
..h'“a._‘ He Ii" = P

o

T, - g
i
G iy,

= o

o

7 That might be the ™\
argument Por why you |
N\ Should have.




IF he'd waited a
second or two to explode,
he'd have realized I didn't

have a thing on him.

selling dust or
rUMNing @ gang isn't
illegal, and nothing else
¢an be proven.

He probably only
wanted to keep his
involvement secret

becavse it'd hurt his
reputiation. In vampire
society. Too lowbrow Por
them. They don't get
their hands dirty.

You tricked me.

I did not.
You, I have dirt on. I told
You that and Wou decided
to do the right thing. /

Buying my way out is
the right thing?

Cleaning up Your mes
i5 the right: thing.

And we still have an

important part of that to do

tonight, 50 we should --

What is going on in here?
What was that noise?

Jack s
What are you doing here
Who is this?

b
r4

X
U, Carmilia ... |

.

... your dad's skipped.
He's lePt.

7 1 don't bhink he's gr;-irtg
Lo be coming back.

I want to go

When we told him we knew he'd
been running Jimmiy Yiscous' gang, and
that we knew he'd arranged to get his

With you.

oWn Son out oF the picture ...

... and especiallywhen we
told him we knew where Ricky was
and we were going to get him back
and that he'd have some
interesting things to say ... &

... 1 quess he decided it
was bime Lo cut his losses.
I'm sorry.

NGO, WE PIPN'T
ACTLALLY TELL HIM-
ANY OF THAT, BLT HE
GOT THERE JUST FINE
WITHOLIT IT.

Jou know where

Ricky is?

I'm &rying!

Hold sGill!

Not: exactly ...
but near enough that
we c¢an Pind him.

In Pact, we're going to |
go do that right now. /

Hey there.
We're not aPter you.
We're trying to help wou.

Careful on the
approach, Roxie.

He's been looking For you, but
that doesn’t mean he's
happy to see You.

That's ...
actually, that's not a
bad idea, Por a8 couple of
reasons ... but You've
got guests ...

I'll send them
all home.

Don't do that,
they'd talk.

Just tell your butler to
announce last call in a
couple of hours, or
When he gets sick of
them.

He's already
sick of them.
So am I.

These are mostiy
Paddy's Priends and
they're horrible.,

I'm really sorry.



She just
gets to walk
aways

It's an
amnesty, Ricky.
Here, Use MY
cape.

I'll tell wou
some things I
know iP you tell me
some things you
know.

Well, you're out From
Under it how.

But you're not quite done
with me yet.. The police are
going to need Wou to testiPy
against Hubbard. I don't think
that's going to ruin you.
Nobody likes her much.

And I'm gonna need Wou to
restore all your pompkins.

( Except Por one.

o

Except Por one.

I'll hang onto that one.
For saPekeeping.
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s { But not Por the reason
O\ you think.
-

o

Y/ You knew your dad
L‘ wasn't on the level a

_ long time ago, but you |

\ didn't say anuthing.

The important part
was realizing that Ricky
didn't like being a vampire.
Y'know, that's the thing --
you're born into ib, and you don't
get a say.

He hated having to drink blood.
Even aPter wou changed him -- he
resisted as hard as he could,
and by the time he had to
give in, it was so bad that
he nearly killed the
Woman.

His dad really
wanted Ricky to Pollow ™
in his Pootisteps, even
though he knew it wasn't
likely. When he muscled in on |
Viscous' business, he gave

Ricky a role, and Ricky didn't /
cooperate. That's when he /
decided Ricky needed to /

be dealt with. 1

I guessed T~
someone had pushed ™
their way into Viscous'
business, becavse Viscous

[ hadn't wanted to go near dust.

He was Pine with his other
rackets. I wasn't sure who
had, until what happened
to Ricky connected the 4

dots Por me.

o

o
i

W R . 15
\ snnl e RSN MRS P
l__I| DL e
g .
i’ .:. .
i T RN N
S W e T .
b R 1
" i
i

You suspected Prom the
beginning that he'd done
something to Ricky.

Well, now
Wou'll get to
Find out your

OWR Way.

! You're sure
he's not: coming
back, then.

I'm never as
sUre about most
things as I'd like

to be.

But I'm as sure
as I ¢an be right
now that he's not

coming back.

Don't mess it up, and then ip
he does come back ... Wou and
Ricky will be ready Por him.

Just like you've always
spspected that he did
something to your mother.
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" What I don’t know
iS5 why some young
capable witich would take a

—— big risk on dealing with Ricky,
especially since it might have

\  pob her in serious jeopardy
\ With the woman she was
working For iff she got

B caught out.
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... I'll never be able
ko prove it.

You want to
know what
Velazquez had
on Me.

You khow, I
don't think I'm
going to tell you. It's
not even that
important. I was
Wounger and a lot
dumber, and I did
something I've
regretbed ever
since.

¥ It was bad enough
/ that if he'd gotten the
word out, I wouldn't be
able to --

I'd have to leave town.
y  I'd have to give vp
b everything.

I like Ghis bown, Mr.
Chandler. It's a rotten
bown, but it svits me. I didn't
Pigure I'd ever get out Prom
uhder his thumb.
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I Peel like I owe Wou
an apology.

He wanted Ricky to
Follow in his Pootsteps,
and he didn't like it when
Mother insisted Ricky
didn't have to.

She got in his way.
Paddy didn't tolerate that.

You khow what the
worst part was® What: L
was reaily scared oP7 I was
worried he'd start working on
Me. That he was going to decide I
was the one who was going to
Pollow in his Pootsteps now.
Instead of just trying to
marry me ofP.

And the thing is,
what scared me was ...
I wasn't sure I'd be
able to tell him no.

I didn't want
to Pind that out
about myselP.

You're
welcome.



