Exewitness
News at ten o'clock
~=Your source Por all
the vp-to-the-minvte
focal hews!

@Good evening. Tonight
on Eyewitness News: The Mso, preparations Por
spread of the "lust virus"; the state Pair, a8 weekend
robberies in the central travel advisory, and a young
A district; and a possible woman's Pundraising
. teachers’ strike. success story.

AI’ID i BETSY CLARK

MYSTER
“"VIRUS™

our top stor tamght

i5 the spread of the "lust
virus." skill oPPicially unnamed and
LhidentiPied, cases have now been

Pound in an additional Four
heighborhoods, meaning that at this
Lime we can no longer say there is

any part of the city where it
has not occorred.
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= Thcrugh the Pirst part of its B *
" nickname is apt, given the mental efPects
/N it5 Victims, the second word may be inaccurate.™ \
(‘ katherine Stockwell, head epidemiologist at City  \ |8
Hospitial, told News 25 that the rapid physical changes
seeM to point to this being, not a virus, but a mutagen. M YS TE R
\ She added that she is unaware of any source of @ / & "V’ R US i
“\ Mutagen capable of producin mental and physical / - 4

S changes 50 quickly. "It shovldn't be
e possible,” she said. i
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WHen asked For her “*~
bhenmeﬁ on the origin of \
( the mubagen, she replied )
\. 'Thavenoidea." /
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" The mauor has asked —~—_
~~ that anyone who has been ™~
¢ aPPected by the "lust virus" place ™
( themselves in quarantine Por at least j
ten days. The mavor's oPfice said he

h Was considering a mask mandate, /
"‘ = D but had not yet reacheda ./
| % decision. o
- -
As a reminder, observed T~
sUMptoms of the virus include ™\
rapid physical changes, notably

. development in the breasts, hips, and
lips, an increased libido, anda ./

r.

] redueed capacity Por ... _~

WiSE

oooeeeeeeeee!

oMigod wes!!

' aaaahhheeee

--gheehecehee--

Betsy/!

We're five, dammit!

Zach!
Are wou asleep over there?
Cut!
@Get those cameras ofPY

Cus bo
commerciall
Now/
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Dorrie!
Come see this!
Weird shit's going down
on the news!
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mask ...

L

e

I heed to
get ouvt of
here.

leeceeee, come
o laaaaay ...
heed a { P J
mask right
How ... rj
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&y Need Wou bo
SR play with me ... _
s Where'd I | wll *
- put My A,
= sanding mask?
e I5 it With My |
tiogls? 5
| et | !‘ L |
Oh, god, it's the whole /- WL\ T 1
neighborhood ... i g WY . L
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You're cobe!

Come back!
Need to play/

Come here! Y
I kiss you! o Just
{ want kiss ...
| Take oPE mask
, 50 I kiss You

IP it's like this |
everywhere, it's not safe [
on the streets ... it'snot
saPe in the apartment ...
where am I going to go?



Wait. 5
What about N ~,
the woman they . _
mentioned on the A )
news? The - - -
epidemiologist.
]I!i'ra_l': be she knows
what to do about
this. Maybe she's
got an antid-
or SOME.

I can make it
Lo ity
Hospital, no
problem ...

Ail guaiified
personnel to the ER ...
Repeat, any avaifabi Any ... any ...
Medical personnel bo bhe anveeeehecheehee ...
EMEPGENCH POOM ... -

This is really bad.

Kat, I'm - kat, please!
wour boss/
This is an I know You can help me!
il:'rﬂ-?lﬁiln-"r

You have to be able to ...

help me ... please ...

Attention
passengers! We are
experiencing severe

delays on all lines.

== goh! == Everubody
coMe bo bhis big room
and piay ....

kat, 1
kROW WoL can
hear me in
there!

You've
got to let
me in!

AL least
they don't
hotice me
passing through
When they're
doing that; ...

ch god
bhey're

gr*._c-;*;fng o

.. Guess I'll §

i

Normal service
Will be resumed in ...
ah ... we will keep
providing Prequent
updates ...
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be walking
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Oh, ho, no
no ... keep
away ...




it'Z What, like Pix it?
Make it all go away?

7 Well ... yes,
though I was thinking
more about

_ inoculation ...

How long have
Wou been wearing
that mask? I mean
today. How long since
Wou put it on?

Uk ... about an
hour. But the

cartridges are

_ pretty new ...

No, I don't
mean that.

All right,, ou'd
better come in.

I'm Kat
stockwell. lee.

What's your
namez b Zee ‘uﬂa'ataa-

Pleased to meet ™
wou, Zee. I don't have
any prophylactic measures
I ¢an give wou. A good
respirator is the only
prevention I know of at the
moment. No vaccines, no
antidotes. It doesn't
work that way.

o,

That's a high-grade
respirator you've got on. Just
had that lying around?

I'm an artist.
Lot of things in my
work I don't want in
MY lUngs.

What do wou want?

I'm looking Por
Katherine stockwell. An
epidemiologist. I want to
talk to her.

You're her, aren't You?
She called you 'Kat.'

You can take
oPP the mask Por a
while if you want. This
whole area's clean
and sealed.

Because
of that green
) room we had to wait
inZ What was that,
iﬂ some kind of
airlock?

& Air scourer. Ib's
not perPect, I wish it
had a smaller minimum
mesh, But that doesn't
matter Por this. This isn't
tiny. Bigger than bacteria.
 It's basically a dust. In
. Lhe right light, you ca

It's about a
Full day’s drive,
and I don't want to
Mmake tihe trip by
MyselP, under the
circumstances. And ...
everyone I could ask
i5 ... well, they're
hot: capable
anymore.

Right, they Would you be
5did oh bhe news interested?

you thought it was a
mutagen, not a virus,
Did someone make

this stUPP on
purpose?

It absolutely has to
be engineered. And vsing dppear

You're the
only one who's come

And since it down here who's been
ed in most of the major smart enough to get

tech I wWouldn't have thought, Cibies in the nation simultaneously, Masked vp properly in
possible. Rapid physical and I'm Ghinking it was released time. In a goddamned

mental changes, converting the deliberately, yes.

carrier to a Pactory to make
more of it ... it's science
Piction sGuPP.

hospital.
= And wou ask

intelligent questions.

Beyond that, I know nothing. 74 And I don't have

I know somebody Who might know a % another candidate.

lob

Let's see ... Pood,
water, batteries,
gasoline, respirator
cartridges ... a spare
respirator For you becavse wou
don't have any more cartridges
Por wours ... portable air
scourers ... a generator ... @
tent ...analysis equipment
... obher odds and ends
like that ...

You've been
planning this trip
For a while.

only a
Pew days. I
had most of it
sitting around
already.

... and I want to go Pind him ...
but I have a problem.

... Do you
hear
something
Mmoving?

... Why do
Wou want to
balk to Dr.
stockwell?

Uh ... well, it
seeMs like she's the
only person who knows
anything about this ... I
was wondering if she
could do something
about it ...

IP you see it in
open air it's too late,
of course, EPPects begin
anywhere Prom Pive to
PiPteen minutes after
exposure. Incredibly Past.
gecondhand Prom another That's why I
person's a little slower asked about your
but it's still never more mask. IP you'd been
than an nour. exposed bePore Wou
put it on, You'd have
showh it by now.

: It covld be
dangerous, of course.
And I don't want to take
You away Prom anyone or
anything you need to be

here to support. '

I,oh...Idon't
Ehink I have any of
that anymore.



Air s¢ourer in here
just went green, iP
I don't want to! .' Yoo want to unmask.

But they won't get _ Just 1d-f:rr1'b open any
out of the way! Windows.

Two Years ago I
attended a talk by a guy named

Henry Arschut. He wanted everyone to
revise their ideas about chemical warfare.

Who do You keep He said it was possible to create rapid
trying bo call? My mother. mutiagens--Por example, bo turn an entire

ahe's not answering. I ... picpulation inko near-mindless,
do Wou think ... 7 sex-crazed monsters. He vsed
that specific example.

—" \Where is she?

Qutside Chicago. He claimed he could prove
I was hoping Par enough outside ... the science, and was nearly
l[aughed out of the room.

Not long aPter that, he
seb up a lab in the middle of
nowhere and ne one's heard

Prom him since.

OK, but that sounds

like he's the number-one Bub how do we get

candidate to have made him 6o undo it, iF he's
the stuPP. the bad guw? Hold a

-- Sigh -- gun to his head?
I don't want to lie to
You, You khow? I like you.
But you saw the You're quick.
condition our ¢ity was in.

He's both. Even iP he did
create it--and I agree with

You--he's still the person who -

knows the most about how to You know, there
undo it.. More s0. are some things

- about this trip you
80 Who is this person didn't tell me.
we're going to Find? You
think they can do anybhing
about all this?

, . o Uh, Kat, we are in the
}’pqu‘:e pulling over? complete ass end of nowhere.
Th:&ﬂ:: probably a bad I haven't seen a house or You really
place Por me bef learn another car Por ages. No want to stop
how Go drive sbick. lights around at all. here?

Just need to
Move this box out
of the way ...

No, I think we
shovld stop and sleep a
Wwhile. We couvld go all
hight;, but then we'd be
wrecked when we Pind
him Gomorrow.
‘g i
You'll ne?d br:ar Tf.:uritéit JI?:L::r'.:.:]E;jrf;.{T
Mask again while
we set up the
bed. No people
Means no Vickine in
the area. The more
remote we are, the
better.

S0, I know this has
diready been a lot ... but, an,
considering the
circomstances and all ...

... do You
want to Pool
around#




You go in and
pay. My mask
Preaks people out
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That'll be
v twenty-Pive-PiPty ...

IP wou don't mind my askin',
Mma'am, what's up with that

b, thingZ Nearly scart me
' ko death ...

: We're in
¥ Lhe middle of
an epidemic.
Didn't wou
knowZ

You yankin'
MY chain?
Ne, Por real.
The city's a
Mess,

First I've
heard--

.---&q";gh.- -

That's my momma, over at the
motel. I better go see what she

more than yours. wants. You need anything EH? %5 _":-'

—r

—

ok - s ;\.\.. u

YW vean ot B

: spooking the |
S (ocals a fittle. A

What're you
bwo weanrin'
those get-ups
Por? seare a
body half to
death ...

Trying
to avoid
what's Ma'am,
happening wou've been
toyou. 4 “exposed / Lookat
b mm I,-' bhese! I didn't
have 'em this big
even back when [
Was nursing
Bobby ...

Is 98
7 someone
else here? Did
soMeone else
pass through
s, Precentiy?

Ma'am?
I'm afraid
WOUr 50n is

MOMMA,
geezr ... /

Them two in 101
pulled vp in that van out
Lhere this morning.

Just a
Minute ago, a
third one busted
out of the back.
Big gal. she went,
straight: Por
their room.

I sent \
Bobby in to see
what was goin’

\

" They were
trying to keep
her isolated in
the back of the
van. Probably
trying to take
\ her to get
N help.

¥ ... We're
/' not going to be
( able to do
k- anything, are
h we?Z

R

ided what was
goingon. 4

B

-
" We may not N
<] have needed the
‘[ masks out here ...
bhis is 50 Par Prom
everuthing, they're
lucky iP they see any
otiher people all -
day ...

F Kat, what are we going to do

iF by the time we have a fix ...
there's nobody lePt to Pix?

just come on over there. & =

Well, I
don't want
bo bake
_Chances.

s

b
The transmission
rate's one hundred
percent ... odds like
that, it just takes
one slip and--

Whooee!
you ladies sure |
are.. /
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\
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Uk, hey ™\
now, let's \
hot get )

too-- /

ooohheeee
eeeell

Head
somewhere really
secluded, I guess ...
maybe up in the
mountains ... could
hold out a long time
there ...

I'm trying not to
think about it.



Evaii G i Ve P Look at all bhose
oP these? ' : s 0%

guess they could be
lePtovers ...

No.

Only the kind
Wou have to
actually touch
the person
witih.

Old chemical
plant. Was not
expecting that.

You get one
shot. APter
that, You have bo

; 3 1 = et a new gas
f Maybe he got the gar-tr'i.::rae gnd

property cheap. pack the leads
S _ back in ... it
] bakes @ while.

And we may -

need to save | &, L woul 2 Ol
one shot Por I This equipment is in good

Arachub. ' & condition. Some of it
B [ooks pretty new. 4

S0 When You S N A I wonder how ?
pointed that at me |8 T b Mmuch mutagen we're .

in the hospital, you [SEEEEIP . . “SCE MR  walking on top of
Sonap o el ' sorry about B right now. 48 tf
ire ¢ ; 3 )

I think we don't
have a ¢hoice but to DePfinitely
assume he did it, changes how we
given all this. approach him, when
we Find him.

Someone's actually

living in here. Whole

apartment ... even
decorated it ...

You're still
masked!

- 00 -~

She was in such a hurry to
sit on my Pace she didn't
even try. :

Like I said,

Don't know what : . ' -~ Arschot hasn't been
she bhought T covld |l 'on LRIk She 5, | - seen ousside bhis place
do With it on. it Arachut 2 . ] - I in ages, 5o that's no

chot? . sprprise.

when they change, and she
definitely doesn't have one. _

But where is he?




How Past do wou
think she can recover
From that zap?

Locked
himselP in?

= § Hang on ... there's 8

i room Up there. Looks like
some kind of isolation ..
SoMeone’s moving in it ...

There he is!
That's him/

That door doesn’t
open unless the
compartment Wou're in
s sedled and scoured

Well, the
controls are
working, but
they don't do

anything.

Pirst. I'M cycling it now.
Wait.

Pr. stockwell, isn't it?
Well! That: does explain a lot.
I thovght vou were one of the
Few who was paying
attention.

I wasn't
expecting
visitors,

And now I
spppose wou'll want to
drag me to justice, or

something like that?

I suppose I should be
impressed that you managed

to Pigure it out.

Is that an
admission of
guilt?

Come in.
I warn you, the
place is a mess,

Not in the way
You think.

It sbruck me, not long
aPter that talk you attended,
that one of the great sources of .
Priction in the world today is bigotry
cavsed by ... an enormous pile of
spperstitions and misinPormation and
other garbage we bring to sex and
sexvality. People Pighting with other
people becavse of their
preferences of partner, or 4
gender, or 5o on.

So here I
am, brying to
Pind a way to

IMMUNIZe people,

Wwith no sugcess,

while the clock is

A ronning out. I can't

B even geb at my

main lab. I have

g tolive and work

AR in this biny

. [ittle tank.

! "

What iP no one
¢cared about that: 7 What iF
everyone were nob just willing, :

but eager, to have sex with 1/ e happened to \
everyone else, readily and : your main -
oPten? ’ lab? 4
Bot ... I made a o
mistbake.

You made Ghem

koo dumb. Ah ... there "G

5 an

The mutagen doesn't r:rbsi:-ae:re

aPPect intelligence at all. It
aPPects Pocus. They just don't

s the r:rbﬁtacre

care to concentrate on anything Zﬁﬁ TE:;C !g:; ?é%%djﬁ N
Por very long except sex. people and sit on
| But I concede the end ePPect 4 thein headsa?
] 5 bhe same. 4 I wondered if you'd
2 ' . ' encountered her.
- That last part I can't swear to. ,f
YU Gonn eRveCD 8he's probably just desperate. |
mental ePPects weren't g“g;gg;ﬁ‘gﬂ;‘ga e
corive herimivens ¥ s ey, = |
ti it was oo late. A, Oy had one A Vinbaare o,
LRGN I W Q0 e. test 'E'UbJECtI? ’ in "l"'ﬂ‘UH ?E 'ﬂl:,l" S
: somebhing like this? That's Hildegard.
3 “"" - My assistant.
And test subject.

Dr. Arschut, You have to
come with vs. There have got to be
some other scientists lePt. There are a
Pew bioclabs which have probably survived
just becavse of their containment
prﬂﬂEdUP&S IF we all put our heads &
together .. :

There is no
cure, Yoo
vhderstand. Once
someone mutates, wou
can't un-mutate them.
I've concentrated on
trying to provide
immunity Por the
people skill
pnaflected.

You should be
as well.

You've Pucked up
really badly. Do you
want to have even a
chance of making

up Por it?
. Yery well.
Po You nee ——
download your notes, or -—

anyhing like that?

g4 There are none. We'ré lisioing i
i lt Everything is in my head. oy eyes ovt in all
* | & : directions. [t's not like

she can jump out of a
shadowy corner ..




The damn gun's
hot working!

E-‘ﬁ-'-“?""-' .ﬁF.” paal
d.dﬁjj.dﬁi{f .:-;IEH aee paal

Come on, Hildy,
wrestling time's
over--

He's still got
his mask on!

o F.‘.:l;l' =
Go aPter them!
... I' right: behind you.

Wait, where
did they go?

N R R R

L

How'd I lose

-

.

only place
they could have
disappeared into is
those ventilation
tunnels ...




That's it,
then.

Unless
Wou have
any other
ideas ...

I think we head
Por Ehe mountains
5}, e A

lee, the
cartridge in My
Mmask is gone! It's
Missing! It must
have come out wWhen
she khocked me
away ...

I don't know
... I Peel ...
weird ...

I'm exposed!
You've got to get
away Prom me!

No!

We ¢an get wou to his
clean roon Or the van! We
can get you to the van!
There's time!

I've already lgaf- it, Zee. It's
too l[ate. I can Peel it.

@Get out of here. There are
sppplies in the van. You'll be able to
[ast a long time. Find somewhere
there are no obher people.

lee?
What are you
doing

You've got to leave!
You've got to save
yourselp!

THIS MEANS N2 FEAE,
CAVALIEE, EENEGADE
AND STEEEING CLEAE

A TOURBNAMENT,
A TOUBRNAMENT,
A TOUENAMENT OF LIES

OFFEE ME SOLUTIONS,
OFFEE ME ALTEENATIVES
AND I DECLINE

--- IT'S THE END &OF THE WOELD AS WE KNOW IT
IT'S THE END OF THE WORBLD AS WE KNOW IT
IT'S THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT

AND I FEEL FINE

T FEEL FINE

i E-E-Mi-



