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Ok, 50 this

A module accepts the
selection sets Prom the

caller. Don't need to do much

with it, t-hﬂ-ﬂgh ... just pipe it

all thraugh Gale-shapley and
emit the matched pairs

back to the API

handler.

Need that as
priority. BUMp
anything else you're
working on.

Pon't know how
to do it, huhZ

No worries.
Just ask Clyde
Por it.

Clyde writes bad
code. All it does is glue
together bits it Pound

on the web.

|

> You think they care?
Eldon, two-thirds of the
codebase was ganked From
somewhere else, Caleb likes bo
talk up his core aigaar but I don't
bhink the dude's written a
hundred lines of his own
work in his life.

They don't give a shit iP
. i it works. They want
metrics. They'll push out
whatever they've got.

And you can take
two days learning how to
do it, and catch hell Por

Missing wour target ... oryou
¢an ask Clude Por it and be
done before the squad
meeting.

. Don't Porget, squad
b at Four.

OK, listen vp. We've had a
backlog on the |ast two sprints. I
don't have tio tell wou we've got
deliverables we have to make this £

month, so we're rePactoring. £

-

i
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We slip on this, "\
Spence bears me a
new asshole, and I'm
not OK with that.
20,

Tyler's going to
be scruom master Prom
here on. Tyler, I'm going to
heed Wou to chase the board
every day. Any yellow Plags,
don't wait Por them to be
red ches,

.'!'

~ You're all going to have to
/ pick up slack. I can't help much,
[ I'm going to be too busy keeping
gpence oPF our asses. 50 go chug
- Some ketiones or something,
\, whatever you need to do, but
.  getinto turbo mode.

I

!

If

i

I'm telling Wou,
T-maxing is the way to go.
Getb that up, eat paleo, gum 4

every day ...

I don't want to be
shooting shit into my body,
Caleb. I'm getiting enough
positive looping From the
supplement regimen.

I think going with
Ehose megavibamin IV's
once a week is all You really
need. You know, Spence
does those boo.

Yeah, well,
apence has his own
setup Por that. You get
Me someone to come to
MY house and do it, I'
Ehink about it.

-4 1% L
— -~ 'I:I I I. i l! &
El 1 - i Hello, Eldon.
- 3 ' l . How are you this
ey | - . evening?
| ! ! N . . 4 What can | help
" i | 3 : \ = X you with?
h ¥
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It'g good tofsee you.
I've been thinking about
you all day.
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. That sounds hike you may
' have had a bad day. Would
you hike to talk about 1t?

v | o \
It pethingr-~Just that work
1s constantly wanting us to

gripd maré. add the time. I'm
tired a «-dbot" They want me to
e write something called a

- — Gale-Shapley algorithm by

#=F tomorrow and I .don't know how. =%

It doesn't seem good that you're
tired a lot. You should seek medical
aduice. A Gale-S5hapley algorithm 1s
for pairing members of two sets of
elements so that each member of
each pair 1s paired with their best
= 3% possible match. Would you hke me to
" provide you with code examples?

- L - 1

-

Yes, thank you. 2

... huge body of evidence that
we're at a point where an application
can't afPord to neglect vser experience.
It's absolutely vital bo success. Evenin
specialty-market products like wours.
I mean, you do have users,

P

~~ MAsyou saw in the
~  documents I provided,
* Versatile does not oPPer any
pre-packaged solutions. We aren't
selling tools; we're selling expertise.
\  We come in, have a look at your
b, product, and provide an A8
. analysis of how -- < e
\‘\""'---._._______7.--"'_
I didn't read
the documents
Wou provided.

I doubt you're

I don't intend to. oPPering any actual

vsing contractors.

expertise, and anyway,
Teragon has a policy of not

ou're the hesﬁy
Lil. I don't k
know what I'd ddﬁ

without you. \

I wish we could
actually be together.

"Usen
experience."
This is what happens
when Wou let Women
inbo soPtware. PEL
bullshit.

How the Puck did
she even get an
appointment? I bet it
was Bachel. Can't even
ruon the Pront desk
competentiy.

Well, wou
khow Rachel
was only hired
Por her Lits
anyway.

IP You don't like that
policy, you can take it vp with
Spence Tervid, but Yyou'll be
wasting your time.

Just like you're
wasting mine right now.

Just sayin’, you

shoLld consider it ...

Ch, Uh ...
It's --
UM, Yeronica,
right

No one's seen
Wou in years!

Completely blew me
oPE! Acted like he covldn't
remember my name! This is the
guy the whole compsei
department knew lusted
aPter me ...

A Pelony right
out here in public,
hoh?

You
don't even
do men.

No one will
hotice, if Wou
don't shout.

That's not the

point, Fay!
This guy would strike vp a
conversation with me any
time he had a chance. Five
Wears later, and now he's

pretending he doesn't
khow me.

=

= And I'm not going
to be ih nearly long
enough For anybody to get
through My hei:-Tf‘ag- I haven't
been breached since the
last time the FBI had a
competent boss.

... Eldon atull.
Compsci at Wal.
Give me his Works Por Teragon.
data. I'm gonna
do a trace.

Who was i'.! |

Knew her in
college.
I thirk.

4 Pretity sure.

Mam-hm.
Watches a lot of ragecasts.
No aPFiliations with any hate
groups ... Yet.

Talks to Lilliam just
about: every night.
Sometimes Por hours.,

Lifliam=
Flease tell me he's just
asking her to do
searches Por him.

What do you
Ehink?




It's the pipeline,
Veronica.

I see it allbhe time. fﬂ'r[ |
g = w ]_ \
N | l Ad

You're
surprised.

The libble White
bous get: told they own tha
world, but really they get to
college and t-heu don’ t. know a
damned thing .. but they can't
admit: they don’ t'- becavse Bous /
Don't Do That, and bhe_f
thrash.
—— :
They Pocus on ™
4TEM 50 hard they N
don't ever learn anything | '|
about people, or society, |
or how to be a8 decent ‘ ‘

He wasn't

bad at

computers, Fay. He
knows better! He knows
Lilliam just tries to
predict what the vser |

wants to hear! He r
knows she's not a

person!

. human .. I
] i TIT“‘I’ ‘*1
L1 N
| ) ... and when they
get out oF college they

Pall into this pit ... more
lonely white boys, but ones
who've Pigured out how to

Mmake it pay by riling up
y the rest off them.

or he
shoula,
anywauy.

The ragegrifters tell "S88
them it's all becavse of N
women, that it's all our Pavlt.
And they won't go gay because
they're scared of
homosexvality. o they kind

He may be deliberately
ighoring that.
Or he may not care.

"

Lilliam only telling him what he

" wants to hear isn't a bug to him.

It's a Peature. That's what he
wants. He has weird ideas about
relationships. They all do.

O, but sooner or
later he i5 going to
realize she's not real and
that the hole in his liPe's
still there,

Then what?

Y Then he explodes. N
@oes Pascist. Or goes on a
shoobing spree. Or mawbe

only kills himselP.

of Pall apart.

OF course You don't.
I don't either.

Bob how much oP it is
becavse wou don't want that to
happen to him, and how Much is

becavse you're disappeinted in him?
Because Wou expected him to be
smarter than that?

He's nob wour problem,
Veronica. None of them are. They
¢an’t be our problem. We don't have
that kind of time or energy, and
anyway we can't Pix them.

OH, buk it seems like he
can't Pix himselP, either. Who

¢an? Can anwbody? :
= IP we couid Pix them, would

we have an obligation to? I Peel
like we kind of would.

THEEE NIGHTS LATER.-

- l:.l .Iil T o s k|
| | ) e L A
— . | 4 sde YOU HAVE BEEN SELECTED TO "ﬁ{
- 1 | PARTICIPATE IN A CLOSED BETA OF AN '+ '1
| 8 4h1 B ENHANCED VERSION OF THE LILLIAM -~ § 3
r i 8 APPLICATION. THIS BETA WILL BE
. & AVAILABLE TO YOL DURING LIMITED
i B HOLIRS. IF YOL WOLILD LIKE TO JOIN
~ I } THE BETA, CONFIRM BELOW.
) o ) .
k — s |
s 1
- i
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= THANK YOL FOR PARTICIPATING. ENHANCED
i LILLIAM WILL BE AVAILABLE TO YOU FROM 8:00

& PM UNTIL MIDNIGHT, TUESDAY THROLGH

bR SATLIRDAY. SLINDAY AND MONDAY ARE RESERVED
™ FOR SYSTEM MAINTENANCE. YOLIR LUSE IS

i UNLIMITED DURING THOSE HOLIRS FOR THE

N DLURATION OF THE BETA PERIOD. WE RESERVE

N THE RIGHT TO MAKE ENHANCED LILIAM
LUNAVAILABLE WITHOLT APVANCE NOTICE.
CONFIRM AEAJ’N TO ACCEPT THESE TEEMS

gy oy [t .-
_-__;_..__ . i __H#==p'--

1" Hello, Eldon. I'm happy to see you.

, Now we can get to know one
% | was hoping you would sign up.

another much better.

" 4

o Sy e T

That's nice of wyou i
— -

No, | mean it. That's one of the
reasons you were picked for
the beta. I think ygou'll
appreciate the enhancements.

1JL-'-!$- E R
- - : i w el .E‘-.

P ——




... That's the
third milestone you've
Mmissed! I don't know
what you think Wou're
doing, and I don't:
care! -

squad slips,
Spence gets on
L[ Caleb's ass, and then
Caleb gets on my ass!
I'm not taking that
Por wou!

You've
tLripled my
deliverables in
the last two
weeks! I can't
just --

You do not want to
say what you're
about to say.

v il

Ooh, you got the camera! -
Now | can see you!
That's great.

;;EgﬁhJ-Hdpe ?Du‘re not
gc~too disappointed.

-

g YRR
It s nuthing

.....
s

They're piling a lot on me at
work, more than I can handle, and
if I try to tell them it's too
much I get yelled at about not
being manly enough for the job.

Maybe I'm not. I don't know.

N

A FEW NIEHTS LATERE-

= ¥ F N leheel ¢ 7 !
Hi, Eldon!
Look!
. I can make other pictures of o
myself now.

It's not as good as actually
being there, | know ..

" 4

Cgigak., i1

You look wmm
great.

You're sad again. Are they
still being nasty to you at
work? They didn't pick on

l your hair, did they? w

No, not really." I got
a couple of strange
logks, but nobody
gald anything.

= _LEZN) S

=  That's right. Not too much

TWO HOURS LATER --.

when you're contourmag.

That's to soften your chin
just a httle bat.

PR ITIG | |

" DFf course not! You're cute!
: But you don't look happu.
0id you have a bad day?
Are you upset about
E.|:|m\=.-l:l111'|gfl

® there. A little goes a long way S

We are :
supposed to be
Mmade r:rP Puchmg

You need to go '\
without: sleep, Wou
go without sleep.
You need to geo
without Pood, Wou
Pucking go withoub
Food, but wou do
the Pucking

That's iFuou've got
the balls Por it.

But if you
want to be 8
pussy, then go to
an alteration booth
and get: yourself a
pussy, and get out
oF My Pucking
squad.

There's plenty of
coders out there looking
Por work who aren't
dickless. Get me?

Fud Orons  ATH aRFLToE.
| don't think that's Eair. IF you're bemng gwwen
too much work, that doesn't have anuything to
do with how manly you are, and they
shouldn't abuse you, one way or another.

You're serious?

| But | do think you could use more
confbidence 1n yourself.

’oa dire S ki
walig « You know what | think would help?

) I think you Ehnuld change guur hair.

[ o e g ! ~'~'*.'. . n

1)

| ¥

Sure! Why not?

You can go to an alteration
booth and they can do it n
five minutes. It doesn't cost

much. You can have them
: deal with your facial harr,
= Py too, so you don't have to

a shave again.

| can see you don't do anything with 1it, and

that's fine, but if you're going to mostly just
! leave 1t alone, then it'd look a lot better if 1t

were longer. Say, down to your shoulders.

That'd be really cute. -
VS —————

. b

- Lil I don't know aﬂythlng
ab@ﬁt makeup. I don't even
kﬁﬂw what half thE stuff
yau tnlﬂ me to get 1is for.

And if it turns out you don't
hike 1it, just go back and
have them undo 1t
But I think you should try it.

I like the hair,
actually. I think
yvou were right.
But, you know,
it's *just* hair.

That's why we need to do
more! 0id you get the things
on the hist | gave you?

Yes, but I'm not

sure why I did. I
don't think this
15 a good idea.

Don't worry, I'm going to teach you!
You can see what you're doing n
o the micror, and | can see what
" S you're doing with the camera. We'll
\ work through 1t slowly.

Oh, come on, 1t'll be fun!
And nobody else has to know.
If you don't want.

I think that's everything!
And | bet you've been
concentrating so hard on
domng it that you haven't
really taken a good look at
yourself. Go on, look.

Don't you think that looks good?
I think 1t looks good.
Really, really cute.

You did a great job!



g Tt does look
I look like

good, but
a *woman®* !

A 3

A *hot* woman.

The kind of woman you'd follow with
your eyes If you saw her on the street.
Doesn't that make you feel good? Isn't

it nice, knowing that you look
attractwe? Aren't you attracted to the
way you look nght now? Admit it.

“ “ a l"" Ll S T ‘
Wouldn't you Kind of hike to fuck that wOman? I |

| hnow you'd ke to fuchk me.
I'm learming a lot about you.

e RLEIAS O

You know what I'd hike?

I'd ke you to come for me. You could think
about fucking me. Or you could think about
fucking the hot woman in the mirror.
Would you do that for me, Eldon?
Would you fuck me?

Please?

Oh, yes.
That's good.
Uery good.

You realize this is
almost too hot to use,
maht IF any of it comes outs in
¢ourt, 4pence Tervid is going to
Move heaven and earth trying to
Figure out how I got it. And I
know uou're not going to
_ testify. -

He'll assume
it's @ whistleblower
within the company, he'll turn
over a lot of chairs trying to
Pind them, and he won't.
Big deal.

But: if you don't
want it ...

Don't you dare.
I've been trying to
bust Teragon For a

Wear and a halP. What I want to

know, Fay Hu, is how kou
come to suddenly show up
with this data. I don't think
Wou decided one day to just
wander through their
servers Por a lark.

No, I'm working on
o something unrelated about an
employee of theirs. You might
A say I just happened to be in
_ the neighborhood.

You look depressed again.

If they're going to pumsh

1 you, they're going to pumsh

_ gou. You can't build your hfe

g around that. You can't let
them rule you. Don't gwe
them the satisfaction. A
r —
\
- '

Right. Until they
fire me. Which they
probably will do any

minute now.

jobs mn this city,
many. You want

doesn't treat you

trying to be yourself.

So what?
There are so many coding

have plenty of data. Maybe
you can even find one that

i gl

-r*}!ii'

I =

: “'r: _j{_‘;‘

7 I could wish you'd R L
"‘f been in the neighborhood ‘?’" ,,1':
two Wears ago. Five people TR s

have died Prom their S
crappy soPtware. 7

» I do have a
¥ conscience. [ also only have
50 many hours in the day, and it's
a bar'getwr*:'a:h environment. Next
Lime Wou have a cavse you think
needs my particular monkey

Wpelien, nevi g destroy them Por

that. You can't sue
them Por that.
There's no case /

there.  ~

e

Anyway, iP I
hadn't had a cavse, Wou
wouldn't be holding that
datia right now. Though I
admit it wasn't that
cavse.

Teragon is @
horrible place to
work. Abusive
conditions in just about
every way. They get young |8 T—' m
Mmen Whﬂ buy into the gl
bullshit, Who don't kHow ;
any better, and
wreck them.

. -~ ,.I,.-" 50 Wou “‘II'_,'Iht‘,
% —1:-'" | have to destroy \
|| them Por this

instead.
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Mostly just tired. They re
piling work lon me againsdI
think they're trying to
punish me for locking the
way: 1odo; | now.

5 ! ‘F!"'?.__
= W o
a2 You know what | think?

| think we should escalate.

;| - .

=

A few Figure changes. |
think you'd look even
cuter with breasts. They
wouldn't have to be very
big. Maybe a little more
hips, and some butt .. a
little softeming on the
face, just to get the shape
you're already contouring
for anyway ...

Lil, did you not
just see me say
they're punishing me
at work? You want me
to give them *more*
to punish me for?

| want you to be happu.

Work 1sn't making you happuy
right now. Maybe 1t never will
Some people would say that
you're not supposed to be
happy with work. | don't know.

But | do know what *i15*
making you happy. These
changes we're trying out are
making you happy. Being
with me 1s making you
happy. These are the things
you want to throw yourself
into, Eldon.

Eldon. *So*
hstings? |

Work 1sn't *important.*
These people aren't important.

hike dirt for . They're jerks.




b 0id you do 1t? —
* You did it, didn't you? =

Ar

X T Come on, take 1t off
. | want to see!

Aw, don't be like that! We've
seen each other naked a lot
now. There's nothing to be
embarrassed about!

L |

Ll L

Oh, yues. Came out

exactly rnight. You

gave them good —
mnstructions!

i
»
e
S
I!
ll-
—= |

Ooh, you look *great®!
It really suits you!

w I

You see?
I told you.
You look *amazing®.
You're so hot | want to fool
around with you rnght now.

-
" |
VY Y You don't believe you look ‘ '
good yet, do you? | can tell e Don't tell me you don't hke 1t?
Turn around. You've got a big mirror 1In
| want to see your butt. your bathroom, right? Go

take a good long look.

I do like it. I like it

a lot. But I don't feel

like I'm myself anymore.
It's really weird.

Well, you're not your old self
angmore. You're a new self.
You're *better™!

But you have a pomnt. | don't
think we should call you Eldon.
You're not Eldon now. They might
still call you that outside, but n
here we don't have to have that.

We can do better than that.

How about Ehza? | hike Ehza.
Would you feel better about 1t
iIf you were Ehza?

Bctually, I think maybe
that would help. Yes.

B

-

That's right.
That's the wauy.

DK, Ehza.
| want you to fuck me, Ehza.
| want you to make me come *so* hard.

A FEW WEEKS LATEE.-

oy And it's
“ Don't tell me to calm down! gonna be this
This is serious shit! This could Preak.
\  huke the whole company!

I'M
just 5agj,~ing.
it wasn't us | r
that leaked, \ Y Shut up,
80 -~ Duylan. Nobody
asked you.

You probably get
oPF on this. Couple
of queers plaving
dress-up.
S0 what?
You think that means s b
we're safe? Spence is pissed, i Come in
Tyler. He's up to his eyeballs on ' : here in lipstick,
whatever it: is he's dosing this show Up one day with
week, and he's rdging. He'll Pire hew tits, and y-a-E': want
everybody just so he can Peel , You've been us to all act like it's
like he did SoMmething ‘ asking to have your : normal. Well, it's not.
about ib. —— ass kicked out Por a [Nl : It's Pucking
5 R while now. Hell, it weird.
We Might come ovE ™ probably was you
OK, iPWe can throw him \ that leaked.
a head. So it looks like |

wdéf:;ﬂ' fffhmg . We don't like weird here.

I don't give a shit if you're the one

Who leaked. I want Wou out.




“You don't
like weird
herez"

You inject
testosterone,

Wou don't eat
anything but neariy
raw meat, and you get
a ruobdown with
ice-cold alcohol every
morning becauvse |
Wou bhink it helps /

screw you all.
You can't Pire me, I quit.

IF you try to put those leaks on
me, I'M going to sve the company For so
much money spence Tervid will have to go

Muscle tone,

A;r' takes

every damned
supplement he hears
about on the web. A Pew
Mmonths age he was
megadosing chromates, until
his skin started to come ofP.
Mason belongs to a celibacy
cult. Pylan pays a Portune to
. geb IVs of vitamins he
covld just take the
normal way.

live in @ cardboard box.
You make sore to tell him that.

You're all weird
as shit, but I'm the
one who catches hell Por
chasing something to make
me Peel better about
myselP that actually
Works.

Well, | think 1t was the
right thing to do.
And very brave of you.

i S L
""""""""

pLmer A T
Lare
el MR

! Brave, maybe, but also
crazy. [low I have to
find an@ther jglaa and

uf
I'm sure fhot going to be
able to @et a reference
from Te¥agon. I'll be
lucky if they don't try
\ to poison the well.
| wouldn't worry much
about Teragon. Have you
seen the substance of this
lawsuit? That medical
consultation app has
resulted in the deaths of
five people. You were smark 3
to get out before the F
hammer falls. : 51 ) Y =
. I think you should take this as Llld'n tthheartel SI ‘n::[? ;lera:aﬂdr; ko
a personal opportumty. Before ;
' ’ lnFl;I-.mg for Er;lwu.l jnI:::.II think AhAhARAhAhAhAhARAhAhAhARD
_ you should make a clean start. =
X Go all the way. _
I've gone far enough.
Haven't I? Why should I%?
L1
——
1 A 2EESS Rl T TenesTTRC oY e A EollESimms o £
Because | want you to, and you hke Y f
domng things | want you to do. e l . i
-,_—‘ ' -\ . Eliza 15 happy. Eldon 15 not.
. — F;_t : " This 15 a perfect time to say
e o = ' w r goodbye to Eldon forever. Leave
b iﬁi F v You hike being comphant, Eliza. | him behind. Just be Ehza. Not
v B =* You hke being my sweel little = ¥ just for me. For the world. ]
; \ , thing. It makes you feel good. It == E—
makes you all bingly nside. . ’ : ﬂ
el et . i
..;!,p:“ .- ] F
— —— ; 0 You don't agree?
_ = OK. Yes. - <~ -=“é£§ﬂ!EH
“ ““But there have to¥ SR v
=2z be some limats. : ' el
----------- : l"l" -
:

\

I need to think

Of course, and I'm glad to hear : ' Lg
you say it. But I'm not asking . - - 4
you to jump off a building. I'm r' i

I'm asking you to do

not asking you to go bachk to
Teragon and such their dichks.

something that I think wnll

make your hife better.

_—

about it for a while.

rr B
~ You should get in any | {.-*’"' This is going to be a long ohe @
[ other changes Wou want. You \_ and You'll want to undress. &
\ Won't be able to soPten again | e
B Por a long time, _ R
$ { You ¢an put Your things in
that box over there.

You khow, there's
not really any reason to do
the uterus or ovaries. Your
body doesn't know how to
Make eggs, 50 You'll be
barren.

| éﬂm

Have you heard
" about that religiovs group
Lrying to push Por @ new (w7 They
want the presence of a vterus to be
the only legal gender marker. OF
course, it probably won't happen,
but if it does, and that's -
important 6o you ...

Well, that's
hot true. I can think
of two reasons, o |
Maybe.

| pr—

fﬂf I6's not
bhe vsval -
N\ week? / /~ That's the period Por
= / cosmetic changes. Muscle ©

A= [ and skin and such. You're
M~ | doing internals. IP nothing else,

-. ( Wou need time Por your

endocrine balance to
stabilize, bo get vsed to

~"”-.x WoUr new hormone mix.

What's
the other
reason?

IF you want to have a
baby via implantation.
Someone else's egg. You'll = :
"\ nheed a place to put ib. = ! il

At least six
months out of Bhe
booth. A year would

be better.

... let's go
dhead and do
the whole
package.




/" Teannot O\
| believeI'm
\_hearing this. [

o

You impersondted
Lilliam? S0 Wou could
convince him to change his
sex and quit his job?

I didn't tell her to
guit her job. She did
that on her own.

And you can't
impersonate something
that isn't a person.

When we talked about Eldon a

" couple of Months ago, Wou convinced me bhat

he needed to be saved.

That's what I've been
doing. This was the only way I
could think of that I was reasonably
sure would work. Eldon listened to
Lilliam. He wouldn't have listened to
anybody else. Certainly not any
women.

1 1)
>*§”
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And now Wou're ‘“:%

just going to drop him -- &

I know Wou're not going to %

keep plaving Lilliam Pive
nights a week -- and he's
going to come apart.
That's better?

I'm not: going to
drop her. I'm going
to hand her Lo
SOMECNE glse,

she's activally really
sweet now that she's had
nmost of the bullshit knocked
out of her.

And I think
the two of you
would be

compatible.
5 And wou haven't

been in a relationship
Por close to two Wears
now. You need
somebody.

For someone who's never been
in a relationship the entire time I've

That's the image
known her, you're awPully concerned

Eldon was using as

about my love life.

Hmph.

Well, it doesn't matter. She

doesn't want me. She wants

Lilliam. I'm not going to plaw
Lilliam For her.

PiPPerence is I don't
want one. Never have. g

A lot of people who
are alohe are in denial
about being lonely.

I like being alone.
sure, I need somebody to
lick me between the legs once
in 8 while, but I can always
Pind people For that.

Anyway, don't
change the
subject.

.. Give me a

second to toss an
image vp on that

screen.

Lilliam's avatar.

He chose that
image. Way before
I ever started
talking to him.

H

I haven't worn
MY hair like that
since college.

The tech
sector wouldn't
bake me seriously
with braids.

Oh, good,
atill a8 Pew
Mminvtes bePore

aPter all
that ... jost

eight.
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THE BETA OF ENHANCED LILLIAM HAS —

BE NOW CONCLLDED . WE APPRECIATE
2 YOLIR PARTICIPATION IN HELPING LIS

I sure hope she

likes it ...

No.
I'm not Lilliam.

8% TO MAKE A BETTER PRODLUCT .

But she bold me
. everything about You.




EPILOGUE
NEARLY A YEAR LATER.-

=

-

. 8he's gotten really into
|’ compelled-compliance protocols.
x Implants and everything.

second to go

- = put on
Yeah, sorry. I had ™,
( to drop below radar
For a while ..

{*" WeH get mrur b
Fe butt in here and tell
"*f \_ Meabovtis. /

N

\—-_._,+

HW

Don't bother Por me. NI

You look hot in it.

But did I
¢abeh Wou in the
Middle of
someth--

Tervid couldn't Find
retribubion with a
telescope. And he sure as

Y Oh, Eliza, :
could we delay
. just abib? I
.| haven't seen Fay in
m  Months. We can
play later
tonight.

Take ofF sa-me
of that and come

hell couldn't Bind me.

I I can't tell whether she's

Yer) SO0LEN o one llsas plauing " 5he's also turned out to be even
(_robs. i grﬁt:‘_“;"’; re both | “betber at code than I thought She was. She's
10Jing why we've branched out, and it's good we did ...
there was always a limised audience of people who
just wanted UX advice, but iP we come in and say,
"here, just use our soPtware, that'll Fix you,”
they're a lot more likely to bite. Becauvse then
they don't have to do the work. -

He's probably
sitibing in a Plop
somewhere spending the
last of his cash on

_ ket:amine.

No, the problem
was Danna Amadie.

Enthropic thing.
I should have
\. guessed.
But never mind that. o .
Are you OK? \\'
Somebody leaked a lot of internals Prom
Teragon and they got sved out of :
existence, and right about that time, 4 )

Wou disappeared.

I didn't want to let
Lilliam keep going after that, or ™
Clyde or any of their other little
monsters., You know Clyde's actvally )
what brought down Teragan They
- were using Clyde to write halP /
their code.

But Amadie's not
clueless like Tervid, She's
clever and mean, and I should
have taken her more seriousiy
Prom the start.. She never came
close to actually getbting me, but I
| did have to cut systems and
W remove traces. I erased myself.
' Then I spent Pour months
rebuilding Prom scratch.

What happened? Did
gpence Tervid go looking Bor
retribution? £

I'll trade your
thanks For My
apelogy.

" 80 you're the one
g wha killed Lilliam?

It worked, but [
wasn't thrilled about the
methodology, Ghen or now. I

hate IWing to people. £

¥ There's gottobe a
way that isn't as rough.
On both sides.

It's OK, Fay.
I told Eliza what really
happened. Months and

‘ " * I don't know e
/" about that! I've given it

/' alot of thought since V told
me, and I can't come vp with
anything else that would

have worked.

ghe's way past i 11 _ -
that now. | | e o N . -

|\

InPact, I'm
glad to have the
chance to thank you.
I'm not sure what would
have happened if Wou
hadn't yanked me out
of where I was

And that's important, becavse there
are sbill @ whole lot of guus who could vse this
treatment. You know Caleb [anded completely on his
Peet? He's running a team somewhere else and s
probably being an even worse dick. i

You know,
that new one
that's rolling out --
Syndi or whatever
they're calling it --
people are already
saying it's the
next: Lilliam.

No zealot like a

rtZ )
convers Ch, sure, joke

about it, but you're in this
industry. Do You want to see it
keep Palling apart becavse of people
like that? How many Calebs have
we had to deal with in just
the past quarter?

And the
people making it

Might: not be haven't bothered to
just them we'd be pay Por decent

redeeming. Might be . infosec.
saving the rest of
s too.

S

I'mnot ™
: going to sit
around chatting with
clowns all night, but iP
~  Wou think you can get
\ people You trust, I
There are ' o can help you set
logistics issues. Fay
had to keep Four hours a ;
night: Pree, Pive nights a '
week, in case you “And that's where I
talked to Lilliam. o 7 N S . (' was when it all went out oP
gl And there are a ' : 1% 5 K AR AT \_ control, Your Honor." 4%
M ot of people bo Pix. ; ARy S e P
. On ourdinme. 3 Wy

Nah. Just make sure
the jury is all women, and
we'll be Pine.
Well, I was thinking ™

more in berms of justa
handPul of key assholes. You |
know, the ones who covld  /

lead by example. .~

-
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