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OK, OK, I'm coming.
Keep wour shirt on.

I'm sending
You on an
intervention,
Agent.

Uh, sir, I assume
Wou're already aware,
but I'm an cbservation
agent. I've never done

an intervention.

Oh, yes, I know.
There's a Pirst bime
Por everything. ——<

I believe you're a A
good Pit: Por this. -
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Now, I've already
briefed wour cperator,
and they'll give you the

rest of it, but here's
bhe crux:

K, Mo, what's the
deal? Why me? And what's
the part she didn't want to
tell me? I definiteliy heard a

buck being passed.

I think she
was just
embarrassed. ‘E't'?r'glﬁ
doesn't get
enmbarrassed.

And why would
she be, anyway?

The party Poldan can't
attend is an important
Function. He's recent enough
that they know a lot about
him, and they think there's
only one Ghing that could
get: him to miss it.

An vnexpected
sexual ligison.

And gtergis heard
about the Christmas
party ...

I'm really not
happy about bhis.

He can't be that
unpleasant to go to Not that part.
bed with. I'M not an
intervention agent! I
just wabch things!
™, What if I Puck up?

Interesting
choice of

phrase. /' You know

what I mean!

IP You mess up,
I'll send wou back
again and we'll Pix it. B -
This is the Time : ' And this
Corps, Pel. You get y ; dress ... it's @
do-overs. ' ! ._ | lob. 15 this really

what you want &

Mme in%

It's a very
Pancy party of
very rich, very

powerful people.

He's gonna

F Planetary Chairman two back.

. before the current one.

-'.-;.'.--

Commander stergis!

Ah ... good morning?

Sleeping in,
Agent Daventri?

I don't
have a session
today, sir.

You do now.

et yourselP bogether
and be in briefing room
54 in a half hour.

You're both a libtle too We've discovered He's killed
Woung to have direct memory & a potential divergent at a social event.
of Spece Poldan. He was 5 timeline where he gets APter some discussion,
, dssassinated. This would be we've determined the best
an extremely high-entropy thing to do is to keep him Prom
timeling, were it to be attending it. This prevents the
dllowed tio split. assassination and has no
Undesirable. conaequence on the main line
once the divergence is
eliminated.

BePore the one who was

attending the party.
We've determined tihe

best way Por You to .
do that. ,‘ 7 ... Operator Xiren will

provide you with the
exact procedure,

Are you telling me
that stergis picked
Mme becavse she
bhinks I'm slvtEy?

Aw, ¢'mon,
Delta, I don't
think it's like

that.

she just ... not
everybody would be
willing to do this, see?
She needed someone wWho
probably wouldn't have
a problem with it.

WD<KDS AN MAGES =Y T2?IL=Y

Ch, You think
this is all s0 Punny,
Why don't you go

Lhink I'm @ very
Fancy hooker.

That might: work to
Your advantage ...
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Ah ... hello.
Have we met?
=5 "
“Hotel Metropole
Zurich

MMM ... do Yoo
oPten decide to
seduce random

Well, there
he is ...

Mo says he's
never married and he's
vsvally pretty starved For
intimate company ... I think
they were trying to say
he's horny as hell.

They also say he
had zero record of
sexval misconduct. He
waits Por a clear invitation.
HopePully that means i I
give him one, that's all it'll
take.

Right, of
course he's

politicians?

trying to Pigure
oub my
motivations, he's
not domb ...

No. You're
a special
case. I just
couldn't

Not: Formally.

My name's Del. I'm part
of the Chicage
Protectorate

delegation.

A very small
part.

I don't think I'm even
dllowed to talk to you ...
but: Wou look like Wou could
USe SoMe Company.
Private company.

resist;
I'm
Flattered,
and I don't
believe a
word of it.

S Damn, the man --
MMM -- knows what
he's doing ...

Maube I
should try going to

I'mo...well, I'm
sUpposed to meet and
greet and be available

Por everywbody o
complain to while they
geb dronk.

Frankly, I like
Wour ofPer much
better.

C¥,
that was a lot
more Pun than I
thought it weuld
be.

Didn't, expect
him 6o come back Por
Ewo more rounds
either. Man's got
stamina.

But he's run
ot of it now. I
don't think I need to

babysit him, there's no

way he's going back
bed With older men to the party.
more often.
Hatel Metropol S el
gt Ao Oh, hell! B Beme m :
Zurich Mo told me about her. That's o e A WY e
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€ N Whatta ywou
Ry, 2l kinow about itZ
i Who th'hell ...
who're you,
) 2' { She sounds
3 anyways £ " dronk/
Ia ] I'm With the
she's gotta . :
looking Por Poldan. ) FIEmE ==
She's probably going to " ) o ;
drag him back to the Hard day, e ass. I I hnaﬁ?ﬁhaf;'rr
party whether he likes do all the ... SKUPF, night'n’ day Por distract her. Bt
it or o .. Aas setting Up Lhis ... fockin. it's really wrong
party, and he blows the whole thing =
oFP to go chase some tail?
I have to .
Figure out a way to Ok,
stop her, Past. Delta. Bite
Wour lip and do
it Por the
What are

.

Wou doin'? Geb ovt =
ofmyway.Igota 4
Job =e

He's asieep.
And he doesn't
want to go. And
ﬂein}g that crowd I
don't blame him.

And what ™
am I s'posed to
do? Go down and
tell everybody the
Puckin' Chairman's
hot coming Lo his
own Puckin’
party?

No, I think wou

should blow them off

too. Let ‘em wonder. He's B8

the Chairman, what are s

_bhey gonna do? £

- giggle - o
Ok, sure, but -- =

I think you N\
shovld get bo

-
have some Pun. ;l" '
-

—j_
‘< _ 1

Whattava mean .71 ...

)

Cooonf

What Floor's
HOUr Poom T

Aaaaahh!
Oh --giggle--

- hfh‘ o

Pon' ... Pon't stop ...

-=~QUORS -~

IPF she ... keeps teasing me
with her hand like that ... I

Might not: be able to Pinish
her ofP ...

IF she's like
this dronk, I
wonder what she
does sober?

bimeline.




Whitker is
collaborating with the
consortiom bhat wants Poldan
dead. che cues the killer -- a guy You could
hamed Hart Imak -- where to Find have fold me
Poldan that night: Por an that.
unobserved kill.

Didn't know. No
one paid much attention
to Whitker. I only realized it
While trying to Figure out
why the line's still
Pucked up.

APter you leave,
Whitker goes and tells
Imak that Poldan's asleep
in his room, and Imak

Alad that's o _ W _— gﬂ&ﬁ and kills him
@lad that's done. 05 \ N chehe.

Don't get . ARV = 5 \ : O¥, 501 go
ahead of = _ — VREAEE S\ knock Whitker out
yourselP, r, P Ak a3 \ PR \ bePore she can talk

Nope. He's waiting Por
instructions Brom her, but if
she doesn't show up, he'll try
Por the kill anyway. Someone has
Lo convinge him not to try that
hight. IF he doesn't do it that

Oh no.
Don't tell me it didn't go
right! I did what I was
supposed to do!

Whoa!IP you're
tbhinking --

nights, it looks like the line
resolves anyway. ¢ I want you to go down
A to the body shop. I sent:
them a template. They're
waibing For Wou.

I Peel naked in this
dress, You can see

right through it. And
Impersonation is tier they didn't give me
two intervention training. I any underwear.
haven't even had tier one! I'm
dlready way ovt of my depth ...
not to mention, stergis will kil
us if she Pinds out.

She wasn't
wearing any. You
didn't notice when

Wou took her

clothes ofP?

And these
heels are
ridicolous --

stergis will kill
us iP we don't Bix
this. You khow the
rules: Clean up wour
OWHN Mess,

I didn't Make
this mess! Jliﬂl_lj'
operator gave me a
bad briefing!! Del, I khow that

griping about minor
things is how you deal
with nervousness, but
I'm cued up. Go get
into position.

SUre, Wou ¢an
blame it on me iF it
makes you Peel
better.

You shouldn't
have much trouble
Pooling Imak, he doesn't
I'll be back in know Whitker very well.
about an hour. Avoid anyone who does.
- You'll be Pine.

She'll still
kill vs both
though.

Hotel Metropole !

Zurich
20 December 2022 21.19 [Local Timel i
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ok tow the UL I R =
real Meri's out; I E | : _ & - e ey ey e
just needto go to | . o . Ei ) ."‘_": E 3

Imak's room and keep . —
him out of trovble . - . E

SOMEROW ...

No, wait.

Oh, hell. That's &
i | ¥ ot right; ...

was getting
dressed Por the
party! She hadn't
lePt her room wet! |
It's too soon!

" \ -

I'm real sorry
about this.

~ Where amI o=
| rignt nowZ AmI ) §
( skill in the room with
* Poldan? How Inn_-;.]

Pon't worry,

you'll just get a \__was I in there?

.lh -
.

s
Ll ...Ihaveto L
go check.

S,

L[S

| |

e W
Jhi‘..._..-
e
=t 1 ..
=, UGN gy
- = = -

T,

good night's
sleep.




Hell. And

TR A
: 3 B Bems w gu i
of course she's o w B Hey, hey!
seen me. ‘ . ,:ﬁl ok Leave him alone. He's
bhauéﬁi fﬁgﬁr nfgq‘f;rIwent '=:E-=“:": ’:“r praa
to the party! I used up that - e g R
time dragging her under her g e SR A
bed. And she never had time pu 5 _mEE LAY How do people
. .
to ... get drunk ... g mam B E_ SN

d sound when they're

dronk? How do I
i : . sound when I'm
i T e AN _ drunk? Urgh ...
- - L ]
£ | L :_"
= Ii = -

11
L1100

e SO
that's how it
has to go.

Mo, when I
get out oF this,
I'm going to
strangle you.

Whatta you
know about it?
Who th'hell ...
who're you,

anyway?

I'm with the :
Chicage deieqat-ian
My name's --

S
—_—

"Hard dau," My .... my ass. I
do all the ... SLUPP, hight'n’ day Por
ages setting vp this ... Puckin’
party, and he blows the whole thing

I hope that was
close enough to what

Meri said last time ... I
Mmean, what I said last
bime ... Hell, was it Meri

oPP to go chase some tail?

What are -
you doin'? Get out
oPmyway.Igota M

job -- !

_.»' He's asleep.
And he doesn't
want to go. And
ﬁeeing that crowd I &
t

don't: blame him.
!(“m_. @

And wha
am I s'posed to
do? @o down and
tell everybody the
Puckin' Chairman’s
hot coming to his
own Puckin’

make it too

i hard, don't

. make it too
easy ...

LePt as soon as
she thought I was
asleep. At least I knew
that would happen.

Thark
goodness the
khockout stuPP
they gave me is
strong. Imagine if
the real Meri had

crawled out Prom
vnder the bed
Wwhile that was
going on.

I think
I'd better
wear this
again. It should
look like I've
been at the
party.

Besides, iP
this plays out the
way I think it's
going to have to,
"halP-naked" works
in My Pavor.

-ii-l!“'“‘"-

We're, ah, not
sppposed to
associate this

closely ...

-

-~ giggle -- r . BB
Ok, sure, but -- ..

Whatbava mean .71 ...
i

No, I think you !

should blow them oFF ae

too. Let 'em wonder. He's 3
the Chairman, what are

__bhey gorna do? &

s

I think you N\
should get b0 [
have some Fun. /I
4 & |

B

About time.
Where do I go?

Damn
it, I don't
krow what
she calls
him.

It's off
For tonight.
No location
that's
suitiable.

What Z But you
told us the party
was going to be the
opportunity ... too
many people to spot
bhe delivery ... Too manu £o
Mmake the delivery at
all, it: turns ovk. He's
sprrounded by a mob
everywhere he goes
Lonight.

Aaaaahh!
Oh --giggle--

e fﬂr‘_‘ =

Don' ... Don't stop ...

She's really --
Uh-- I'm really ...
Oh, this is
confusing ...

I guess most
people don't get a
chance to Pind out ...
URAK! ... Whether they're
any good at it ... at
least, not this way ...

IF
she keeps going
like that

-~ aah/! --

I might: not be able tio
Finish her off ...

We'll have to
Pigure out a new
approach.

They're not
going to like
Ghis.

No, they won't.
I wonder, would
they care if you

got caught?

You could bry it
anyway, and get
caught, and see
what bhey do ...

or me last bime?

... We could
Pind another

approach later, not get
caught, and Pigure out
something interesting to
do with the rest of

the night.

@otta say, as
inberventions go,
seems like there are a
lob worse things I
could be doing ...

I won't tell iP
Wou don't.
v G
'1':".“ :
:: 4 Mmm, You've got
/ £3 a nice cock ...
ol / - -
'_"i_.;“t“ e ~
I" : .‘1‘ [ 43 "-!I'“I NN
(i e S Y ... just gonna see iP I -
iy o+ S can get it to stand vp
: v ) ¥l w, Por me ...
1y
i g



* Damn it,, Mo,
' You knew! You
knew and Wou did
it on purpose!
] _ Pon't yell.
It doesn't help
anything.

Pid what on 3,
purpose? :
R b This time it's

You put Me in at a

dePinitely not: our Pault.
The line resolves, but

bime when I'd pave to b
there's a ripple.

The consortivm
gets pretty pissy when
. _ Imak doesn't take the shot that
2 No, I put you in x4 | . hight. They Pind him the next day and
at the last workable ' ! kill him. Poldan, who's already sick of
time when Whitker was ! the job, learns of the assassination
still in her room, 50 you A ¢ attempt and decides to quit. His giving
could replace her. What ) up the Chairman job prematurely
were Wou going to do? . creates the same degenerate
o, Ambushherina timeline as iP he'd been
=% hallway? ; : shot..

e And before you say
b Ol, get Imak to skip town" ...
I ¢hecked. IP he does that, the
consortivm kills Whitker, Piguring it

L S Was her Pault Imak didn's deliver.
_ - . e Poldan learns about the attempt
: You having doubled = because of that; same
= sex. Sorry about tha. They . N outcome.
- | tell me it does happen e ks

somebimes. .. Sigh --

At least bell me we're
done with this now.

This is going
to be really
weird.

40 we need the kill to not
happen, and we need Poldan to
stay unaware it Was ever going to
happen, and probably the best way [
to do that is iF Imak and Whitker
both clear oLET

You've
worn a male
body before. o
RBemember all those ¥
se55ions when we
observed the
Continental
Congress?

v VWinvy

Yeah,
but I didn't
have sex with
anyone while I
was in that
body.

Uh, got any .
-I 5;!- ¥
idea b = . I didn't menbion
sex ...

I do.

It'll be a pretty
tricky brief, but I
Lhink it'll work.

r You didn't have
You'll have to to. I'm hob stopid. I
go to the body know where you're
shop again. going tio put me. It's
the only place that
Mmakes sense.

O¥K, big guy
= OOF ==
let's get you

il N under the bed.

o don't like
[ doing it bhis |
way, bot: Imak )

knows how b0 < .
Pight andI ) IP I'M Pight
e : about how Mo

I I,_--- \
‘“‘Eﬂ H.E"'—"’r ) bimed it, "Meri" is
— going to be khocking
on wour door any
minute now.

About bime. : . We'll haf:fe to
dp z igure out @ new
Where do I go? hsliitd o

Thew're not
going to like
Lhis.

No, they won't.
I wonder, would
they care if you

It's oPF ; 7
e gob caught?

Por tonight.
No location A
that's A%
svitable. What 7 But you
told us the party .
was going to be the -
opportunity ... too <
many people to spob r 4
the delivery ...

Too many to
Make the delivery at
all, it turns out. He's
surrounded by a mob
everywhere he goes
really good job strangest dance
bluPPing there. I .. Peels like being
think it would have sem e in a play where [
worked even if it 3
were the real
Imak ...

This is the

You could try it
anyway, and get
caught, and see

... We could
Pind another

have to be all the
actors.
what they do ... approach later, not get
caught, and Pigure out
somebhing interesting bo
do with the rest of
the night.




We're, ah, not
supposed to
associate this
closely ...

Ch ... WOW
sii L vas O,
that's a new
experience ...

I -~ vbhh --1
Might have to, uh,
experiment with
this some other time
... When I'm not
trying to Pix a
Limeline ...

Y 1 won's tell iP
B Yo don't.

¥ Mum, HG.UHJE. Q'ﬂt‘.
& d hice cock ...

; Though I think
¥ ... jusb gonna see if I I'm enjoving it
¢an get it to stand vp Mmore as Meri ...
: Por me ...

New thing
I've just
learned: It's hard

Vot to ¥ ﬁirt kinds
i - oP new life e
mention . ) __
to undress an bed e today. | 3 Who's asleep in
UhEonscious ' her room right: now,
person. i5 going to read the

Jne-s-.;age I just sent
her PFrom Hour phone
knockout stuPP ot bl
wipes a little bit of 555'”&?:5 Same
immediate MeEMOrY, 50 r
Wou're going to wake vp
like this and not J
remember how you .
got there, O
-—
-r"'_"'--.-"‘"“_“"'ﬁ--"'_"‘-nﬂ
i -
= And there I go. @

I wish I
Out bo signai Por |

were as
pickup, only o be told

I have to go right 1..)
back in again. )

~~5igh --

Well, at least

bhe sex was
good.

QK. Time to
set this Up.

And that had
better Pinally be
the last of this.

Wou're going to
read the message Prom
Meri I'm going to send you
Prom her phone, saving wou're
both compromised and you
should ruh away together,
and you're going to assume
that the two of you
had hot sex.

Which Wou kinda
did, except it wasn't

really either of you. SorrY

Wou missed it/

I don't

know!! All oP a sudden, there's a

variant timeline that wasn't
there bePore, and I don't see how
we could possibly have split it,
but we must have.

Poldan doesn't even =
Make it to the party in that
timeline! He's never in the

OK, great! IF he
hotel at all.

doesn't show vp,
then he can't get
assassinated. I mean,
it wastes our work,
but ...

conPident as Mo
is that this will
work.

"They
just have to both
leave. Once they do,
they really are
compromised, and they
won't dare go back even
iF they realize they've
been had."

I don't know,
maybe the two of you
will actoally hit it oPP. It
seeMs kind of like you
deserve each other.

It strands our work,

Del. It means that you didn't <@
slegp With him, and that means none of %
the rest of what wou did happened. Except: |

that it did, so it's Ploating around as

rr

You're
absolutely right,
Pel. We missed
somebhing stupid
obvious.

... EXcept you
don't look happy.
What went wrong?

Ok, the good news
is, it's an easy Pix, and
this time I'm sure it
reconciles the timeline

once and Por all.

... What's the
bad news?

e e Sl | L=

T

I have to send Wou
to the body shop one
more bime.

Pragmentation. And with that
Fragmentation not resolved, the
degenerate line where he gets

shot is still Ghere.

2o we've accomplished
hothing and lePt a mess. stergis
really is going to kill us.

] | ) 8
o (RPN o =

I - L ___.‘_.-l._r.*q_-;.,u j_“l—-l.."-!li—-i:l Y ._
togedy 1 IR B TR

-
i

" o

> 1P Mo did “RCODRESS
this right, Tonly S
have a minute or .
tWo Lo be in the 3

!
i 4 |
raht place.

W ...—‘ff

b ___om

~ Iwantedto cut it aﬁL""“x
close as possible becavse }
there's nowayIcan <

| impersonate Poldan. IP I have )

i
.".-F

..-"‘HH} Lo have a conversation v

I'rithS
anybody, I'm Pucked.

A

o -
- o Y

i
e

Well, anybody )
" but myselP. I don't
know any better. {

There's got to be
something we
overlooked. Probably
something cbvious ...

£ . -
apece! There \
Wou are!




There I am. _
Trying real hard not &8
Lo [ook nervous or

Preaked out.

Hate to tell you el
bhis, past me, but it &
ebis a lob weirder AR : ~1F 11
From here. B - DO sastscanid B Ak ... kello.

15 it weird iP I
bhink I look sexy as
hell in that dress?

Have we Met.?

I think we should
be taking a more
proactive stance on
China's policy demands ...

Not Pe:rmaug
My name's Del. I'm part
of the Chicago

b - Protectorate
They're just trying to see ;
what they can get delegation.
- p wth A very small ,
e : - art.
. = And I have no ¥ »
V idea who Ghis guy §
. is or What he's 3 . . ~. \
#h talking about. | I don't think I'm even : |
allowed to talk to you ... |
' but: You look like Wou could ﬂ
Th e v5e 50Me Company. lL
W oo ta Private company. <
consider. ‘

Bub, you
Y know, this isn't

really the night to I'm ... well, I'm

ulh: -'

nG ‘supposedto meet and i
alk shop. This is @ reet and be available ~ Al
party! And I do have to go e Por everybody to -

9 /

5ay hello to some obher complain to While they
people. I'm sure I'll pun N geb drunk.

into wou later. We'll have .

a drink ... >

7 Frankly, I like
( your offer much
better.

Oh, wait, -

I was 3 little

5heptlcal here,
\ wasn't IZ

MMM ... do Wou

oPben decide to

seduce random
politicians?

It's a
little depressing,

No. You're
a special
case. I just
couldn't
resist.

I'm , Pamn,

P!att.er'edF : ‘M getiting hard ..

and I don't I d:m t kNOW ... Bhis i5

believe a # probably going to leave me
word of ib. with new kinks or something.

"She had sex with herse(f
and now she's all
perverted.”

I thought he
was so good at giving me
what I needed becavse he
had years of experience
and all ...

Well, more
perverted.

... and now it turns out he
khew exactly what I wanted
becauvse he was me.

On the other hand,
© maybe the real one's

good at it too.

IP wou don't tell me
everything's resolved,
I'm quitting.

“Time Corps Headquarte ical Sectionls,
o s
: E I6.2| (Megn Timelinel

- - hever 5peah of ! — .
Belax. It's all Lhis adventure
good ... Wou closed b : again.

C'mon, Del. You

the loop and the
timeline's nice and
clean now.

Where are
Wou going?

Body shop.

didn't have to do
anything
sUper-unpleasant,
, and we got it all
. sorted out ...

Oh, sure. And ™

all it: took was

Me having sex
with myself
three bimes.

What a
convoluted
Mess,

Convoluted?
No, no.

Being in this body
Makes me Peel

guilty Por some It's not convoluted until

reason.

Find me in
an hour.

Commander.
I didnotice that you
A Were monitoring vs.
\ I'd have been
disappointed if you
hadn't, Operator.

I'm detaching you
both From regular v
sessions Por a while 50 you
can get intervention
brafnfnf. Full training.
[l tiers.

Uh ... Commander,

_ with all respect, I
' ; really do prefer

g | observation.

I redlize
that, Agent. -
Frankly, we don't do ¥
that: many
interventions. You'll
still have plenty of
; observation
5255i0Nns.

But interventions
Y are important enough
Lhat iP we have an agent
with ... special expertise ...
then we can’t aPford to not
use her should that
expertise become
hecessary.

Puty calls, and
all that.

You Pind wourself running to
hide in a closet so0 Wou don't That happened on my
encounter wourselP running down | Second inbervention, by
the hall to avoid beiﬁﬂ seen by the way.
. wour Ghirdself.

40 now it's an
“expertise." I'm
going to hear abouk
this Porever,
aren't I7

Hey, it's a skill
seti. Would you
rather be GriffinZ Her
expertise is waste
analysis. every time she
goes into a session she
comes back covered
in sewage.

But I swear, Mo, iP
this station wasn't
timeline-excluded, I'd go
back and tell myself not
to attend that
Christmas party.

- heh --

.. No, I wouldn't. ;




