Nervous?
Embarrassed?

Po I know you

Prom somewhere

You look kinda
Pamiliar ...
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@ood aPternoon, sir.

Po you have an
\, appointment?

I didn't know I
needed one.

Y We do prePer it. Bub
ho worries! It's a light

I spppose it must be
true, what they say
about the oPfice.

Yeah, you've probably
seen Me on television,

Mr. Yantage?

I

< L.

W< =

day and we should have
someone available in just
a Pew minutes. .

Have a seat over
there, please.

.J"'"H'._._‘_H-H"““x
{ We're ready “)
. Por you now. |,

.

But your, ah ... N
[ associabes ... will have )
A towait out here. ¢

L/ tlow, hold
| EEI:=--. on ... i

{

DN 1t's a matter of patient
gE. conPidentiality, sir.

It's OK, George. You
vetted everybody here.
Sit: Gight.
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# CONTAINS LESS THAN 2% ACTUAL TRUTH BY VOLUME. ALL CHARACTERS IN THIS STORY ARE FILTIONAL, AND ANY BESEMBLANCE TO ANY BEAL-WORLD FISURES IS PURE COINCIDENCE.

MEET THE

WOMAN o

(15 this really
\ necessary? )
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P it weren't, sir, w;\)

wouldn't do it.
e

Ty
1-.1..
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f..f"' Now make
i s0re you're
) ( comPortable. In a
moment I'll start
\_ asking you some /
. questions. f,
., ot

T,

/1 thought there
( was going to be, like, )
\_ aninterview ... /

o

STORY AND IMAZES BY TEILBY

This is the \ :
/ interview. I'll ask you N
soMe questions. The
helmet will help vs Pigure
\ oub what exactly it is /
. Yoo really want. g0
' o ;

—
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/You wouldn't want\
03 o get it wrong, |
\_ Wouldyou? ~ /
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You're home! ;
A 1 have wonderfulnews! g

The doctor 8aus the test
was positive!
I'm pregnant again!

- —

/" hnd Carrie's F’w-;f- ~
 trimester health check

M, e e .
N went Pine

|

Lovise is doing great
too, he says ... no complications
and right on schedule Por her
due date ...

“Total party wipe!

#Tl ; i ( Hanﬁ oP these assholes

( he Pamily's abo ut- Y' . . knows how the Puck to
_bo get alot bngaerf 4 . ' . play right --

- \_\ . [

P

We want to do .

soMething to -
celebrate.

_.-—-—'___‘—-—-.___

I know what we
¢an do to make you
Feel better.

Mah ... you
three really are
the best ... - ‘

I wish there
was a way For me
to marry you.

It's OW,
sweetie, we
understand.

Besides, Ashi's
willing to adopt
everybody.
Right, Ashi?

..l"

@reat news!
I Pinally got: to the bottom |
( oP that Mountain of dirty

l[aundry ... ]

]
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~ fou wanted the dirty
4 [aundry?

( ... Oh, no, you're talking to the
\. people in the computer.
. What happened?

ey
L J “'1.

s Aw, I'm sorry. I
know that Peels
harrible.

- ¥

.

- -
I'M sure they
realize it couldn't
possibly have been
your Pavlt.

=

Ghr UH i

Yeah, that sure
would ...

B

. Ashi's nok ‘x\
Peermg well today,
Martha.

Ithmh we're SR
( / going to have to get \
. g bhe doctor o adjust, | |
\_her dosage agam

I hope you don't
have anywhere else to
be tonight, darling.

All three of vs
want a torn.

Hey, wou want to
order pizza later?
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b o e
7 So,didI N\
pass the
\._ auditionZ ./

OW, line 'em vp.

Not too many
today, looks like?

No, it was quiet.. Only
Len appointments, and a
couple of walk-ins,

Kind of a relief,
aPter Thursday ...

SEVEEAL DAYS LATEE.

What is
this?
I thought you'd
have a match
Por me ...

atill a lot to
do Pirst, sir.

# This is our media room.

" We're going to show you

some pictures and see
which ones Yoo like.

& \

A

It wasn't an '*-]
audition.

e

7 We'llhave alook at N\
{ wour data and Wou should W

| hear Prom us again within L
L] .J":-‘- 'l..“‘-“-

three weeks,
_ AR

Matthew Malloy.
Twenty-seven. Basic
incel profile, no
SUrprises here.

50,
salvageable?

Definitely.
He hasn't even
been Plirting with
| Nazis or any of that,

he's just got no idea J

how to have a
_ relationship.
A Sbandard match /
S Will Pix him

" -
- Lt

e

S

_— s
7 He's kind of sweeb,
actually. Very polite, no
o posturing.

H""—-—-_._‘_________,_,_--
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Yeah, T don't | o N

: r 7 1like the
kﬂﬂm;ﬁgﬁﬁaﬁ'ﬁ‘ﬁ Lp ( easy ones.

OK, next?

Salvageable?

Not 8 chance. The man
embraced traditional Catholicism
becavse he decided its doctrine was
"White men get to run everything and
their wives get to sbay home and
Make babiges" --

" Well, depending on
| how traditional you go,
Y he's not wrong.

He should have gone
Mormon, then. He wants a lot
of wives and a lot of babies. Can't
tell iP he Peels dunastic or just likes
having a harem or whether it's a race
thing. Doesn't matter. The point is, that
path paid ofF Por him. He's got a lot
more opportonities now to rake in
graPt than he did as a
third-rate aovthor ...

¥ He has no incentive to reform and
ho interest in it. He's only Porty, but I
bhink it's boo [ate Bor him.

But I alse think we shovld walk
away Prom this one.
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[ don't really remember )
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That's 3
normal. ./

e
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You did Pine.

It wasn't a test. |
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We'll contact wou
somebime in the next |
three weeks, ;_,-“

He looks
Pamiliar ...

He should.
That's James
Vantage.

&h, good
heavens, Isn't
he married?

Yes. N
Apparently that's no |
longer suPPicient. 4

We've never before
Plat-out refused to take on a
customer ... o matter which

path they ended vp on.

It's too messy, N
bhough! This isn't a
person Who c¢an just

disappear.

In that job?
You could replace him with
a trained dog and it'd be
Months before anybody
hoticed. Especially with
that boss.

His bodwguards
will notice.

Yeah, we'll have to
Finesse them, that'll be 8
challenge ...

Let me give it some thought.
I really do hate tio walk
- away Prom it.

_ <

Who's next®

eyl
- kaPp -~
What is this
StuPP?

7 Whendothe o il S
1.’ picbures startZ I'ma .o o Tl (
7\ busyman/Ican't sit )% R et

e here all day. R eEel S fgilat,

-"’

... Hello#
Are wou there?

what are wou ..7
- KAPP -~ Heu!!

Let me -- kafr --
out of here--
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gy Let's call it an hour.
= = FiPbeen minutes Por the van to
B .\ get clear, and Porty-Pive Por
% -'E'H his goons to get ibchy.

|_._r q:' 'y
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~~ Then go out Pront and
] be surprised they're sbill
A waiting. Tell them he lePt a
[ halP hour ago.

e "”Thegl'r! say they didn't see
At him come ot and You'll say he
Aottt st have gone out the back

S AR Por some reason.

They'll probably want to
search the place, so be
ready Por that.

summer's waiting oubside
with a gurney. You'll need to help
her move him. Make sure he didn't
leave anything in here.

I'm usvally not here
Por this, but wou're a VIP
-- I guess -- and I thought

Wou deserved to khow xgolng to nsed
what's going on. : =

What's going or 60 56art Shaving him
while you talk.

It'll take a while.

That's Pine.

£

... going on ... 7

Hey there, Jamiepants! - Hey, what isthis?
You're about to go on a vouage of Let me outi of bhese
personal discovery! — things!

We get two kinds of
customers, It breaks down about half
and half. One kind can be saved. They

genvinely don't understand why they can't
Find an actual partner, not that they
know how to interact with one,

Pass Me bhe kit I'm
going to work on his
chest While Yoo do Ghat. s
8 Save some time. 48

All it really takes is to Pind

Ch, thanks.
\ He's got @ iot of hair. S8

It's got to
come oPP.
And I'll need you
to hold still.

7 ... What's all
this got to do
with anything?
Why am [ here?
What are you
A doing bo meZ¥
\

They're shavin
Wou, silly. some of the
equipment won't seat
well obherwise,

Equipment ¥ /
What --7 /
I didn't sign vp Por this! //
Whateveritis. //
I came bo You to Pind a Mg ch/

—

e

N “‘f Except you didn's. "

— e

People don't come
to vs looking Por that. We ™
don't market to them. We pibch very ™
specifically Por people who aren’t

looking Por an actual relationship. We get \

the people who are looking For women --
somebimes men, but vsbally women -- to

exploit. They want maids and cooks and sex

toys and baby mommas, and nothing else. |
They think that's what a relationship /5. /
N One-sided. ¥

__-f..

S~ Peoplelikeyon.

Well, I was
gebting to that.

See, those
people -- the ones
who take on this
horrible job of
redemption ...

... We make those out
of the otherhalP of our
customers. The ones who
can’t be saved. The ones Who
don't care, won't ever care,
who may be too
_ sociopathic to care.

It's kind of 3
poetic-justice
bhing.

them someone who's willing to be
their dream, but also work quietly and
patiently at Pixing them, teaching them.
Usvally within a wear they become
decent people you'd actually want
to be in a room with.

Bot my god, the labor!
Not just the cooking and cleaning
or whatever, but also having to do all
bhis emotional labor of putting up with
and acting enthralled with these horrible
people. How could we wish that on
anybody? Who deserves that
horrible job?

I'm going to
heed to put on the
headgear now.

stop
squirming.
You want me to
accidentally cub
oPP a nipple®

That's Pine.
I don't think there was
anything more to say
anyway.

Wait, what is that thing?
What are you -- y




Beginning
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He's 3 liktle
slow, isn't he?

See Wa around,
Jamiepoo.

Just heavy on the
denial, I think.

TWO WEEKS LATER-

know I was actually
going to meet her! I thought
Wou were calling me in to look
at more pictures or
something ...

Matt, this is Jamie.
Jamie, this is Matt.

Is that a
problem?

= No!
. It's just thab, if I'd
% khown, I'd have, Uh,
worn something a
little better ...

|l

That's
sweeb.

It'll be Fine,
don't worry.

AND LIFE, STRANGELY ENOUGH, SOMEHOW MANAGES TO CONTINUE ALONG DESPITE EVERYTHING ...
. .._ T 'l X i ' 8 "
Y sirarewe N g
going to do anything
about the Vantage
situation?

... bUE Wou've

called oPF the
private

. investigation?

It's been tbwo months, T
don't want to assume the
worst, but if neibher the police
nor that team can Pind him, I
have to assume eibher he
can't or won't be Found.

He's been
Missing For
hearly a month,
sir. No one can

Maybe he doesn't want to
Find him.

be Pound. Lorna, I don't want to
come ofP as a monster, but ... it
became clear more than a Wear age
that he wasn't the person I
thought I'd married.

He's not
in Europe
talking vp

Nazis?

Apparently Y-

not, sir. I don't wish him ill ...

but T also want to bake
MY liPe back.

Food Por

- Gigh --
thought!

OW, issve 3
statement. Say all
the right things.

We've been talking with
Ashi Vantage about the
disappearance of her husband.
Coming up next on Inside Yiew, the
% man who wants to change the way
You buy shoes. APter these
Mmessages.

And Pind me another
trained dog.

GIRI.
POWER




