MY NAME IS RANDA AND I'M A UNTIL HE EHEH*E‘D UP.

Now, what
kind of greeting
i5 that?
Besides, I come

bear'm glad 8
trd!mgﬁa gainful S
employment!

I &0 FOR WEEKS AT A TIME IN
A VERY SMALL SHIF WITH NO
SHOWER. WHEN I MAKE PORT, I
FIND THE HOTEL WITH THE BEST
FPOOL, OR AT LEAST THE ROOM
WITH THE BliecGEST BATHTUB.

THE NAME OF THE TOWN IS

NEEDLEHEAD. IT'S THE ONLY Not

REAL TOWN ON ALOLAN 5, WHICH interested

ISN'T SAYING MUCH, BECAUSE My, my! ; Oh. ¢

THE REST OF SENTIENT That looka LE0NE

SETTLEMENT ON ALCOAN 5 (S (axing and ROW. .

TINY HOMESTEADER FARMS relaxing an omeone in

SCATTERED IN ABOUT A refreshing. Wour profession

FIVE-HUNDPREDP-KILOCMETER is always |

RADUS OF THE TOWN. inberested. At
ledst hear

Me out,

THE ALCIAN SYSTEM [EN'T VERY
DPEVELOFPELD YET, WHICH IS
STRANGE &SIVEN HOW USEFULLY
FOSITIONED TS RINGS ARE.
FECPLE FASS THROUEH THE
SYSTEM ON THEIR waYy TC
SOMEWHERE ELSE, BUT THEY
DPON'T STAY HERE.

IPTlet
you tell me,
will you g0

x ‘i awal £

‘Aloian 4 has been deemed habitable.

New Horizons dropped ofF a sebblement

there. The settilement hasn't been
hedrd From since.”

“How long ago was that ="
"Neariy a year."

"A year's barely any time For a new
settilement. They probably haven't even
gotten their First restock visit wet."

"Tn Pact, My dear, bhe restock run has
been postponed vntil the sebliement is
investigated. They were supposed to
have set Up 8 comMms bower months ago.
Nothing."

"Con't call me My dear,’ stes."”

I SUPFOSE YOU MAY NOT KNOCW HOW
THIS WORKS. I'M A QUITCLAIM, NOT 4
SCAVENGER; THAT'S THE FOINT. MOST
OF MY JOB LEADPS COME FROM
GSOVERNMENTS OR THE COLONY
CORPORATIONS. I AGREE TCO CERTAIN
RULES, AND THE MAIN ONE IS THAT IF I
Do FIND A PDERELICT, I ASSIGN MY
SALVAGE RIGHTS TO THEM, IN
EXCHANGE FOR A LARGE FEE. THE
ESOVS WOULD RATHER CLEAN THE MESS
THEIR WAY, aAND THE CORFS DON'T WANT
TCO RISK LOSING THEIR LAND GRANTS.
SCAVENGERS WOULD CLAIM THE
FROFPERTY FOR THEMSELVES.

SO I ONLY GET Bie MONEY IF wHAT I'M
INVESTIGATING IS5 PERELICT. IF I &O
OUT AND FIND THE WHATEVER-IT-IS
HEALTHY AND ACTIVE, I ONLY MAKE A
LITTLE MORE THAN MY TRAVEL COSTS.

THIS SOUNPED LIKE A &Oo0OD BET TO BE
PERELICT. THE PROBLEM WAS, I KNEW
SOMETHING, ANDP STEE KNEW IT TOO:
THERE HADP BEEN A LOT OF BLUE SKkY
SEANG ACTIVITY IN NEARBY SYSTEMS
LATELY. THE BLUE SKY ASSHOLES ARE
ONLY A "GANG" IN THAT THEY AGREE
NOT TO INTERFERE WITH EACH OTHER.
THEY'RE RAIPERS, PLAIN AND SIMPLE,
ANDP NASTY EVEN AS RAIPERS &O.

IF BLUE SKY HADP TAKEN THAT
SETTLEMENT--WHICH PROBABLY MEANT
ALL THE SETTLERS WERE DPEADP--I'D BE
WALKING INTC A RISK THAT MIGHT NCT
BE WORTH THE FEE I'D GET IF I LIVEDP
THROUGH IT.

Why are you coming
to me with this? I want half of
what I'd get Por a
derelict: Up Front, and
I'm not rePunding it if
they happen to still
be alive.

- Ghem ==
As it happens, I am the
representative of the New
Horizons Corporation Por
the Aloian system ...

New Horizons likes my
work, then they can pay
Por dropping me into the

soup. Assholes will risk my
heck before they send
their own people.

Figures. How
Mmany hats do you
wear, anyway?

Just trying o make
a living, my d-- ... ah ...
just trying to make a
living.

Well, Pind
someone else, I
just came off a job
or New Horizons and
I'm sick of their
bullshit.

I'm aware, I'd have thought

They knew Wou'd be that risking your
here. They also neck was implicit: in
indicated that they Pelt: your proPession.
Wou were the ideal
person.

At any rate,
I'm aubhorized to

They seem to dccept those
believe you excel terms. I'll go
at dealing with ... transPer the

Pon't dawdle, ~~_
iP you please. The N
company is very P 5
concerned about that £
setblement. 8

¢hallenging
situations.

Money now.

ALOLAN 4 HaD A4 HUMAN-COMFATIBLE
ATMOSFPHERE, SC IT WOULDP HAVE

BEEN CLASS 1 [N HABITABILITY, IF THE +
SURFACE WASN'T STINKING PESERT. : = -

IT WASN'T A WELCOMING PLACE.

-?._, 2 -
: ; I THOUGHT I was
, READY FOR
W -~ . ANYTHING I MIGHT
e .. ENCOUNTER. T
s WASN'T PREFPARED -‘rr. —
- FOR WHAT I -
. ACTUALLY FOUND AT — -~
L‘ i . THE INDICATED
2 * A COORDINATES.,
-,H H -
i NOTHING.
Ge - IN SITUATIONS LIKE THIS IT PAYS
NOT TO LAND TOO NEAR THE SITE, - -
OR EVEN DO A FLYOVER.
ABSOLUTELY NOTHING.

NC WRECKAGE. NO
TRACKS OR MARKS.
NC SIGN OF A FIGHT.
NC SIGN THE
SETTLERS EVER BUILT
SO MUCH AS AN
CUTHOUSE.

I CARRIED A
SOLUTION FOR
THAT. MY ONLY

RIPE IT IN A
WHILE. '

AGES BY TRILBY




T

FIv UEBR.. THE PLANET WAS ONLY HABITABLE BECAUSE
- ﬁ:\a ) OF WATER DEEFP UNPERGROUND. THEY'D HAVE
- 2" NBWANTED A WELL, FIRST THING. MAYBE THEY
£ BaME UP DRY AT THEIR ORIGINAL SITE?

-\..i_H- ‘h-.'.'

o il -
- &; : how do I get back
s __’ P & Lp again?

a

I PECIPED TO SFIRAL
UTWARD AND LOOK FOR L
SIENS OF THEM. HOWEVER, I
RAN INTC A LITTLE TROUBLE
WHEN THE TERRAIN DD
SOMETHING UNEXFECTED.

=, .,
",

I .."l
on! )
a-"ll

i -
Angle back!
il liPt!

Huh. Maybe I
don't want to get
back vp again. Cooler,
closer tio the water ...
they might have been
tempted.
Let's just see
how Par back that
cave goes.

A LITTLE FURTHER IN, THE
CAVE &OT TOO NARRCW
FOR THE BikE. I PUT IT IN
A SHADOWY CORNER AND
HOFPED FOR THE BEST.

.. Light: ahead
somewhere ... and ...
something blocking
bhe Way?

How the kel
did they get a
Praetorian?

Gotta get
Porward before it
Pinds my range ...

Becauvse I'm not \

hostileZ

FoL s

.4\&

Eet!:-#r* Heb ‘\
b# ause I' Ma[readg

Iqu;#hat aﬂ f Under it:s botbom angle
person back k and I know where to shoot 1
e it r.ﬂr'mi you're about bo &
Heu! L% lose an expensive

.1 . "h“‘_ & weapon? z "’f
Turn it oPPY

OK. But put ‘-
awan your gun Pirst.
And don't Ayl
anything.

TR ATLE Y




Mid, what is this?

Uh ... @ visitonr, Cort,, she's
I guess, hot a raider!

Tou should have let;
the gun get her.

She knows how to geb
past the gun. she would have
gotben in anyway.

7~ Miright.
/ Take her to the power \
| tunnel, shoot: her, and |
\  pub her body in the /

N solid recyclers. 4

-

That's not the
problem, and you
. know ik, Mid.

It's Jarmy!
Come on, we had an e They bried bo get
agreement. You broke ST Rl o up ko the Parm, but
the rules, now clean up St T _ ' g . Perk's holding them
Wour OWH Mess-- Pt _ : L . oPf ... now they're
al CoMing in here!

Son of a bitch!
Earah, go grab
the rifles!

.. What: the pellis
that noise?

B Mid, you've §
got a gon,

h
L E T
- L

v

Mid,
ook out!
He's on the

roop!

-~ aaagn/ --




Thew're
PORNINg
awauy.

B
© Mid, are Wou OKZ %
I'msogladI got bo |
Wou in Gime-- ]

You didn't do
anything but make
noise, Herl. As paval.
She saved my ass,
S0 back ofP.

knows how to get ; : 40 there's 3
pﬂ'ﬁtl EI FF‘HEfﬂC‘."‘iEH Eﬂ-'.'?' ig oo h . . l"."Ur'pE"-'nr? : 1N'ﬂj bUt tIHE
a dead shot. Shame you y » lights are on an |
weren't set to kill. _ gl avtomatic cuycle and it's
— : ; : pretty dangerovs
- walking around here
I try to get NEE. in bhe darw
the Pacts - '
S\ bePore killing ... 8
. Unlike some.

We're going o have to ¢ , et
just the Parm tunnel now. Luis, . aou's pra-t:-ra.-.n'-’"
take this rifle and go replace Perk - gy, g
Lp there. I want him down here on X
that rooP. And make sure he knows:
Anyone coming out of that back
tunnel needs to be dead.
No argument.

He and two
others went to a
back tunnel to begin
building a reactor.
Isolated location,
Wknow?

Next thing we khow,
he's sealed ofP the tunnel
and the three of them
: S won't come out or tell us B
Lights are ofP in a Pew 2 % R X What's going on. They've beenin ~
minutes. Mid, bake your Y _ Ay ﬂ‘i“e Por ."""E'E,fg]}'g'ﬂftf _
stranger home and give her |§ . ! : A S een waluing For them 6o Trying to shoot
gy - e ; 31 : : run out of Pood, that's why el okt
\ Lhe Facts. We'll Pigure her ; . _, i the [ s their way in here,
oL LOMOPPOW. : ey | rF . G, SRR T

-
-

guarded. though, that's new.

THE BOTTOM FLOOR OF MID'S UNIT Was A | "
SMALL BUT WELL-EQUIPFED MEDICAL FACILITY. — What
happened to your
Pather? IP wou don't
___‘Jll'l.ilﬂd MK E'EHHQ-' !
B :-_:__:-;"_——'—__'_'_"‘"--..__‘____
No, that was my

i T ¥ &
bather. T aoved nto hisyP He 6aught me Somnc OQ e Wk ot gser
vnit aPber he died. & things, and a lot of this \g : : gt.pgp;l,:- his neck

equipment is brainless to ) ] Lt
vae, but still, I can't do
much more than patch
people vp. IF we ever have
serious medical isspes,
we're Pucked.

You know, You say
that without
conviction.

=] 1 } ,_..--""’He had eyes like
" a cat and the
| sbeadiness of someone f
|\ who'd been a surgeon
- " Por thirty years.
Come on up. R ' - ... And the rest
You want TP is none of My
something to s . business. T
eat? . ... Well, it isn't,
| but I's probably supposed
- to be standing over you with a
gun right now or something,
anyway ... He and Cort disagreed
about ... well ... it was a big
disagreement, let's just
53y that.
I can't prove
anybhing and I'd be
stupid to bring it vp.
S0 would Yov.

NT ON FOR A
ONDP--WaAS LIKE
COBVICUSLY

UT THERE Wwas

HER FROM BEING
THING ELSE DPOWN. Thank you.

I needed that a lot
... it's been more
DOM," STRIPPED, than a year.

{111

AL

el
o

just shelves, seems like he'd

love to--

Herl's an ass. All ,

of them are asses. I Like glue. I

N guess that's what :.'iﬁn ff Ea:uw
I'M going to A makes a settler who what she--

take a shower. _ survives, right?

T. IP you don't NG
want to share @
this bed, you can
sleep downstairs. : Not
But those aren't 4 interested in
very comPortable. § any of the other
They're really S8 w settlers? Hepl

N, Hoh?
... Uh, not necessarily. — >
Most of the time, New Horizons did <\
recruits Young couples without £ pm‘ de‘“w."u
anything to lose. EMphasis on 'L i hﬂt;' ;L o NI“\
"couples.” Are Wou and Barah the Sttty |\
only wWomen here? y O _;;_,_:;. -
| THOUGHT IT WAS PRETTY CLEAR WHICH : " 2l - & tnn ¥
OPTION SHE WANTED ME TO PICK. Yeah. And I already Yeah. And
khow it's a problem. way before |
schedule. |

And Barah looks
like she's sticking
with just Cort.
Right:Z




] L o J'l—__l_qn l.'_'_—'l—_{

Is this NP Dori's sl
| W Perk's still 8
everybody? B \oss 50 not

{ counting him ... let's
B See ... everybody 4
b bot Barah, 48

What's Tl
going on,  §

y
=7 When I went g
to relieve Perk,
I| he was out cold. W
| Looks like someone,
\ aniped him with a; » a Uh ...
A ton shot. = jourd kHaw
b 4 - - = B W pbetter than
o f 3 .-' = - i ", 1'.'!,&' ikl
- - : : We

- . ;

“S=Farm's Pine. ' ; o - . -
[ Luis says he | _ _ don't sleep

W= | never saw b together

-\ Anybody get S8 , every night,

== hear. 4 ' L idiot. Go

< _ check her

: b Unit!

S Where is she? 8
' Uh

/ Cort wants \

{ everybody to 'II.
assemble in the |

 “"plaza.” I was just

\ about to come |

|
Pind you. 4

there, Cort, S

And ...0h... @

it looks like |
EIH'EFE J'l".llghtl |"'IEI'I|"E' e

been a Pight.. &

AN

DN

,ﬁmmxx“u&:}

LA

20 Wou want to just sit around
here and let him get away with
it¥ What happens next? You let
him kidnap someone else? You let
: him keep trying to shoot
Damn it! — : everybody? You let him raid the

Ok. Pull out every 5 — - Farm? Maybe wou'd just let him
weapon we have. We're take over the place?
going to take down that

door and make those
assholes pay.

Cort, ... Look, man,
it's not: going to work.
That's the shielded door
that was supposed to be
Por the reactor. It'll take
Ls days to melt through
it with small arms.

You know,
there's another

And it's on the Par
way into that

1 used to explore a
lot. I'm the one whe Pound
bhese caves in the Pirst place.
Made Daddy crazy. Said I was

going to get: myselP killed.
Never told

Cort about this, 1
: notice.
Well, at Pirst: there
was no reason to. Then,
when Jarmy sealed himselP ofF,
I Pigured I'd better wait
until ...

Look, I don't like
bhe way Cort does
things, Ok? I mean,
Jarmy's an ass boo ...
but Perk's not dead

right now. Noticed

that too.

And it
sounds like Cort
would like any
excuse to kill
Jarmy.
Jarmy thought
he'd have done a
better job leading
than Cort does,

Most of us Ghink he gave
Jarmy the reactor job to get
him oL of the way ...

side of a deep hole,
across a bridge. That's a
bottleneck. IF we do break
through they can pick vs
OPF, easy. Or they bump
vs enough that we Fall
in the hole.

Ok, up here we're
going to have to crawl a
little, but it opens oLk

aPter that.

Yep,
that's a big
door.

the unit. How do
we handle
this?

GLn on stun?

Almost
there, keep
Wour voice

down.

... [POXYIiGET

HUORZ You
mean that weird
blue stUPEZ It's all
over these back
tunnels.

It's @
dense energy
source. Lots of bang
per gram, but it's
bricky to handie.

Ch.
Isit ...
valuable?

Heavy
sleepers,
Good.

tunnel.

Ok. Be ready
and keep your
guard up.




Move your

hand away Prom
the gun. IP I see you

try Por it, I'll
shoot.

Mid, watch the
stairs. IP the other
two come up, shoob

them as soon as

You see them.

b

7 “Not, veru
L smart?" e

-

~~ Do Wou have any ided how ™
/" badly New Horizons is trying to %

s2rew UsT They recruit broke

people, promise them land and
opportunity and all that shit ... and
then hit them with startup costs

it bakes a liPetime to pay back. A8

It's a swindle! i

/ Yeah, Tknow. ™
There's a lot of
parts of their
business plan I

Now, I'm going to

bntie her, and iP you
think I can't do that
While watching Wou,

tlr'!-_"l Me.

Hell, no!
I'm not sharing any
money Prom that with Cort.
That: son-oP-a-bitich needs to
be tossed down a hole. He
decided one day he ran the
place and everybody else
was just going to have
to suck up.

only person
Who ¢an stand him
is Barah, and that's
becavse he doesn't
treat her like
everyone else,
becauvse she keeps
his dick happy.

You seem tio get
things done. Go
shoot him in the Pace
and then I might try

8 Who the hell
¢/ are you? Did Wou
just walk in? I'm
surprised Cort
_ didn't kill you.

He's
considering it.

20 let Me see
if I've got it all
straight: You Pound
troxylite while
scovting Por the
reactior. You want to
Make some cash
Prom it.

But you're stuck,
becavse when you moved
Lndergrovnd, somebody
decided you'd all go into
hiding and become a missing
setiblement. I bhink it must
have been Cort, becauvse he's
hot: very smart. Now you
can't contact anybody
to sell the stuPP.

5\ don't care Por. 4

o ™

Q 24 8
\:
I i, Wour idea.
! But think
about it Por a second,
would you? It was never
going to work long-term. You
can’t resupply ... You can't replace -
wour doctor ... all kinds of things. fou're not
really in any
position to--

Jou khow, N
there's more than
enough troxylite here

to pay off the whole
settlement's debts. |
Why not do that  /

Also, Blue Sky is active in the area
and you gan't 2all Por help if they

attack. "Debt-Pree” won't
matter if you're dead.

.*h'

N\

What the hell
is bhat £

instead? &

-
-

Ch no, You
don't, you
bastard!

You boo?

Should have lePt
you tied up.

Um, hello?
“Held at gunpointZ"
No?

... Guess notb.

Do you

Y know what

bhis drill is

Shit!
I was hoping
he wouldn't
bhink of it:.

Bol! Mark!
Get up! He's
using the drill!

Ch, wait, I
. do!




Beam drillZ
Like, 8 Pocused
energy weapon?

Yeah, pretty sure.
Laser or something
like that.

"We have a big beam arill Por digging deep welis ... we
never unpacked it, becavse we went inte the caves ..."

Barahn!
You have to make
Cort stop, right now!

... Baran#

I'm going to
break yoor
Pucking back,
asshole!

_.—‘_____"“'-x‘ .l' P

(" 8he's not liskening, and he's )
\_ almost through the door. |

-

| have to leave. |

Ok, we're out of
|Ghere, are you going
to tell me what's
going on?

Troxylite is volatile.
Qur personal arms aren't -1
powerfPul enough to set it SIS
' oPF, but ... o

Everubody! Wake
vp! @et ovt/

" It's too Past, Mid!

Come on!!




SHE DIDPN'T S4Y ANYTHING ON THE
WAY BACK TO BOSIE, AND DIDN'T
SAY MORE THAN A COUPLE OF _
WORDS THE REST OF THE NIGHT. I RO P wad bied g
I_‘_-_'_'_‘_‘—-—-—._f [ H“‘x
SorrY. save them, we'd be i agﬁf E N
> -  dead boo. There just Y —

thing I had,

( .
i

i

sometimes. He put Tl i i
that packet in transit
months age. I don't
want him to wait
any longer.

long time o Pind me, Y. | :LJ :t

L Well, 36—
[east leb me kiss

. Wou goodbye. .~
‘ﬂ-.._____-___._'_,..-""r

... I'M ot
S\ mad ab you.

I don't know
what I'm mad
ab.

; You khow, I
didn't want to go.
Paddy talked me into
going with him. And he

\was the only F?amiig I had
; K

lePt, so0 I said OK, but
just Por a while.

... L book the
second halP of my Pee
and credited it to Wou.
You're going to need some
money to get a Presh |
start.

The room is paid up ;
= Pr;rr- the next tweo days.
No reason you sho uldn'
Make use oP it.

ol -
~ When you're readu, ™,
go talk to Parker at
the port. Only Parker.

He's agreed to get wou a
\, good rate on cutgoing
M. passage. y

\7‘:::\

/ Jlﬁd r:mntlet-"

Stee swindle )
Wou into

\  anything. /

}'au know haw N\
fta get mail bo me.
1t i5n't Past, bot i\
you've got an
emergency, I'll try
My best to come /
rURRINg.

Dol have e
to have an
f' \[ emergency bo
\ See you agaw ;

' -"" ™,
. OF course
N ( nob.

y '"know? Even if

bhea were all  /

horrible. _~5_——
B T e ,}
P

And now I don't
have anything.

- T
Aren't wou ™

the settlement

_coming in% ) d_-_hu,,f;:ﬁf‘“" 2 > I told stee ™

gue#'gmng
L With You isn
b an apbmnf

moved underground,
and there was a
. cave-in. Told him I
\ drdn’b Pind any
survivors.,

~ IPHoL
~ decide Nou want ™ %
r ba resurface undﬂr‘ Y
Your own name, You can
always say you lePt t-he)
\ setblement with some
x Pu_{r—bg visitor bePore /
"\ _the cave-in. ,.:-*"'
o e LA B e T
~ go check 5amebhmg N

[:rl Bosie and there was a

data packet waiting / —— .
\"‘» pFor' nNe. g; An old Priend ™~

— — lf needs some help. I }
\ owehimalotof |
~. Favors. -

i,
——

e Y
ff When are ™
. Mou going? )

You've seen how
biny Bosie is. Also, I'm
hot going anywhere
pleasant, or even passing
by anywhere vseful to take
you. And you wouldn't want
Lo ride with me long-term.
Trust me. You'd hate it,
and aPter a menth,
Wou'd hate me.

" I . TOLD HER L'WaAS
‘WILLING TO BET WE'D
SEE EACH CTHER
ASAIN, AND SOONER
THAN EITHER OF UE'?

; E'XPEE_': 'J"':'E]'I-'-’I

YOouU MAY THINK THAT ¢+
‘WaS A PLEASANT LIE,
BUT IT WASN'T. T MEANT
IT. I'VE LEARNEP OVER
THE, YEARS THAT EVEN
THOUEH IT's A VERY. BI&
SALAXY, SOMETIMES
IT'S SURPRISING HOW

- SMALL fr =3 SR

SEND -




