MY NaME & RANDPA AND I'M A I OWED APMIRAL HALFERN ABCUT A THOUSAND
: FAVORS, SO ALL IT TOOK Was ONE MESSAGE

F'S ' W & " V’ ' FROM HER FOR ME TO DROP EVERYTHING ELSE.
, I l I Al . ‘ I REALLY DIDN'T CARE TO DEAL WITH THE NAVY
o AGAIN, BUT THAT'S THE THING ABOUT

BUT SOMETIMES T DO OTHER FAVORS--SOMETIMES YOU DON'T GET TO PICK Clear

THINGS. FOR EXAMPLE, FAVORS YOUR BATTLES. . : Por berth one,
FOR PECPLE I OWE FAVORS TO. : BOM4. sorry Por the

wait.

19..{

NS 1605, this
is indie BO14
requesting

permission to
approach and
berth.

Ah, BO4,
we don't have you
on today's approval
lisk ... is Ghis an
. eMergency?

Negative. My

presence has been Approaching eSS
requested by your C.0. '
Check with her. Natuore
oF your
business?

ConfPidential.

... Roger.
Maintain hold.

Commander Blakely.
I'm Randa Guerrero. Admiral
Halpern didn't give me any-- / You know, you really
shouldn't keep wearing
part of the oniform if
Wou're not in service.

Any clue who
she is?

Thew're the
most durable things I ™
own. IP they ever wear out I'll
stop wearing them. Anyway, I
don't bhink anyone here is going e
to mistake me Por someone
on active duty.

,

... ho idea why
she didn't-- I'm her
adjutant, if she doesn't What ¢an I do Por
tell me it doesn't get on : - Wou, Commander? |
bhe list, and she
knows it.

Anyway, sorry abouk
the trovble. I'm Ensign
@Gojar, by the way. sau, is
that a Cricket Wou're
Plying? I haven't seen one - :
of those in years. ; : Hmm. Your Pile did
< . \ 53y Yyou were bad at
arﬁ:ﬁ ;gumje a ) . Pollowing orders.

her, I'll make sure
to get you
repowered and AN

S0 oN.
I dispute that. I Pollow

orders perPectiy well, if
they're not stiupid.

The problem was I got s0
many stopid ones.

- . : Notice I'm
: That's none of respecting your rank.
Your business. 4 orherwise it'd be none of

I read that
nhot Pollowing one of
those "stupid" orders Then-Commandenr

Prom voop aaptam Hafper'ﬂ intervened d[FEfter.
HEﬂFIH gat Wou and 5Udd'§ﬁ[ﬂ Hou ended up
fourt-martialed. g'?t!trlﬂg sent Lo 'F'[!I:'fa tlr'al.fﬁfﬂg
instead so that Wou could spend 3 .
Wour entire second hitch dﬂ'iﬂg ' :
OHJHI solo ops, Fepﬂrtiﬂg G't‘lflj |
60 her. Highly OnVSLAl.

Wour goddamned
business.

She
redlized I L im—
didn't work well e
With obhers. She also
realized that order . : I need to know
would have gotten bwo whether You're going to walk
hundred people killed : ! away Prom what I ask you to
heedlessiy. - : do. You don't seem like you
: : give up easily, but--
Anyway, she's the : s Iry,

reason I'm here, 50 48 |
why dig up the
bones?

Oh, I'm not. I just like
knowing what I'm dealing with.
Jou also had twelve honors in ten

My reasons For

Years, iﬂﬂludiﬂ? the Medal of Yalor
three times--1 1 don't dispute your
competence ... but you're a civilian
now, and I can't just assume
Wou'll Pollow my orders.,

leaving the Navy had

nothing to do with giving vp on

anything. First, I would have

made a lousy oPPicer. I don't
like being in charge of

anyone but myself. Second, My

aﬁsignm% hts were
idn' beginning to Peel more like
2 Conmission 36 Ené ond "assassin’ than *Soldier"
oP wour second hibch? You and IF‘;""E"E- giibmg tired
surely realized you'd have 0 Mélg er as a
had a guarantee. reer.
Instead, you quit. Satistiad?

I'll have to be.
20 if you send any naval
resources to investigate, you couvld
/ Pire vp @ war ... but on the other hand iP
Wou don't investigate and the humans down
there get mad enough, &hat covld start a
war ... and if it turns out the Serae are
making trovble on purpose it could
start a war anywawy. i

W This system was
/ disputed in the [ast
round oF conPlicts. When
the Pighting stopped, both
sides still wanted the
third planet. 5o they're
trying to share it.

You've got a

'§P There are only about 3 7 real mess.
&=’ hundred humans on 4ardal 3,
e and probably about: the same . ' i -~ Sigh ~-
humber of Serae. But the resources
| that keep them there also keep Yes. My sole hope is that wou
them dangerously near each other. ' : ¢an Pind out what's happening
And some of the humans have discreetily, 50 that we can
started disappearing. : ¢clean it: p without anyone
- getbing a chance to make
it into @ cavse.

You have a whole
naval station sitting idle
here. Whi not send one

ALF i ]
of wour own? OK. I'll see

I can't. what I can do.

Anuthing that even
/ smells like a military
¥ incursion--even one person in
a Navy ship--could be
construed as a breach of the See Ensign
ceasefire. And the Serae Gojar Por anything
would be happy to Wou need. &

construe it. 10U khow 20
: there are plenty on Within reason.

‘ ] And please

both Stde-‘.-f: Who'd love to don't wear those

start the war up again. | ants or boots
They could be killing : i

. . ! planetaide.
humanbi éusgtf:aa stir - Just in case.




sardal 3 port, this

is indie BO4.

This intercom
doesn't even work.
This whole place

might as well be
abandoned.

I'd just go land over
by the town, but they're
already a little jumpy. My
luck, they'd think it was the
Serae invading. .

Are wou Tanner?
The man in the shop
said to talk to wou.

Tom Tanner.

That's me.

S0 you're the ship,
huh? We weren't

expecking
anybody.

sardal 3 portZ
MhHﬂWiEdgE? SeERa00e0co00000 000000000000 Q0000000 D

Well, that's not a very
promising start ...

Which reminds me, I'd better
hot use my bike. Flwing in on
Serae equipment: might not go
over real well. Especially with
50 Pew places a human can
get one of those.

Iguess]

walk. Good thing &

the town's not
too Par.

Somebody had
better have a room
available. I am not
walking back to Bosie
every night to sleep.

FOAG 000 O

Randa Guerrero.
I'm representing an indie

trade service in underserved

corners, where the big boys
don't bother going.

Haw. Well, I can't say we

trading grouvp. We're looking into T———=

I guessed that.
You don't stafF the
port at all?

wouldn't like a little more traPPic,
but there may not be a market. Only Pive
or 5ix of Us here are setitlement crew,
depending how you count. Everyone else is
prospecting Por arundum, and they don't buy
anything but what they need to keep
prospecting. Most of them Pigure
they'll make a pile and leave.

Can't. We don't
have the respurges.

We only go out when
there's loading or unioading
to do. And both our
vehicles are out right
now anyway.

For all you
know I could
have been a

: should probably talk to
raider ...

Sergei. Sergei Balka. He's
the man you saw in the store.
He does the commerce. I just
keep the place running. Hey,

does your ship push media

packets or just
COMMS?
sure. Knock
yourself out.
There's nothing here
worth taking except
the arundum, and
Sergei's strongroom
is pretty hard to
¢rack. So0's
Zergei.

No, I have bo cue
it, but I can do that
Prom here. Thanks,

A we're starved Por new J
b, enterbainment. S

Nobody comes
here except the
supply runs, Oniy
reason Wou could get a
punch Perry is that naval
station out past
sardal 4. They get
Visitors.

2o you're

Anyway. What
brings you here?
You're probably stuck
in-system Por a while,
Wou know. Need a
room? Got a name?

I only charge wou Por

lgafng to want a room. N

power. No kitchen, but Meg
Reinhold runs a sort of
cookhouse, You can get
meals there.

I car-m{; media. .

You don't have an
avtomatic pull?

Qut in the
walkway, take a left,
bhen second lePt. Either
of those rooms, take
your pick.



I guess
we put all his
things in the
storehouse?

For now. I
suppose there's
Some chance he's

not dead ...

Mr.
Tanner, he
was working
an open Face .
and he didn't
have night
gear.

I know, I
know. Maube he
was kidnapped. Let
me believe, ab
least until we
Find a body.

Thanks Por doing
the run, Igor. Look, keep
this tio yourselP Por now,
OKZ When stone Pinds out
there's been a Pourth, he's
going to start screaming
or the Navy even

louder. I talk to you?

Privately?

And it sounded
like you haven't
Pound any bodies?

For
the Pirst two
we were ek to
even Find where
they'd been

We don't have a working.

claim system here,
Anybody can prospect
anywhere. So they're all
coy about telling
oribody Bt Where, & puen o
second one, I threw a
Fit.. I made them all
register their site locations
with me, with a promise to
keep it to myselP. I also
made them all carry
personal beacons.

All that
accomplished was letiting
vs get to the site Paster

When they disappeared. When
Royce vanished--he was the
third--we Pound his beacon at
the site. We searched a
thousand-meter radivs.

No body.

since then, My wife
Pel has been going out on

regular runs in the REM to check
on the overnighters--she's out
there right now--but they're all
Pine. Meanwhile, Sam spangler |

didn't come in last £

nightrPall.

Y came deal: ;

' abandoned beacon, \

no body. All I ¢ovld do |
was send Igor to
pigk up his stuPP,

I'd like to go
take a look ab that
work site. I don't

guess wou have any
spare personal
transports IWing
around?

Actually, T think
Sergei ¢an set You up.

... Po me a Pavor and
take a beacon?®

Honestly, I wasn
sure the Navy was going §
to do anubhing. I only sent
the message to shut up
Jeremy stone.

I appreciate
the discretion, by
the way.

OH, 80, there are

two kinds of prospectors
here. One kind has Pull gear
and can actually make camp.

There are ten of those. We don't

see MUCh of them; they only

come bo bown when their

bags are Pull.

The others only go

out by day. We get about
bhirty-six hours of daylight;

most of them try to work

through that: on as little sleep

as they can stand. Then

Lhirty-six of night. It gets
damned cold at night.

None of _
them want 6o pay
Por the gear they'd
heed to survive overnight
out there, so at night they
all come back to town.
Thew're the ones who
rent most of those
houses,

All oF the ones
who've disappeared are
Prom the day runners. The
Pirst we know of it is when they
don't show Lp at nightPall, and
since we won't go out bo check on
bhem at night, it's at least
thirty-six hours before
we ¢an go look.

Ak, Tanner, can i

Terrain's real
tricky in the dark. We
lost someone bo 3
crevasse aPew
Wears back.

Oh sure. Use
Pete Mills'old '\
screamer. Cut back. |

Igor will sShow You. e W cotetlew it into 2 RN
I [ ¢revasse, but ib's still
| ingood shape. Better
n,  shape than Pete. ; !
— il 4 I'-,. ’
Use it as long as

Wou need. Just pay |
Por power.

No liPe
insurance,
though.

I already
have one. I'll Gurn
ibonnow so I

don't Porget.

S0 much Por clear
tracks. spangler walked
around his cub so much I

can't even tell who else was

here. I know Igor was, and
Tanner said his wife
searched the area ...

No obvious tracks
leading away, either. Guess
| that makes sense, if everybody
here's got a personal Flyer ... just
load the body ontio that and take it
>  anywhere without leaving a
trace. I mean, assuming he
, was killed.

On the other hand ...
iF you cut through that ice, S
and dumped a body in there, 0
our hole would Preeze over
ast aPter dark ... that'd be T
a lot less work ...

I wonder
where that
Plows to.
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r - -
B -
—_—

e

T TR —— — -
-3
" —=

Made it back
alive, en? And
Pound spangler.
Not bad!

Do you
Polks have a
doctor?
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Dr. Noguchi. B, gl

| She'll want a look. U 2!

1 Well, might not
A want it, but ...

-

Set down. I'll
help you carry.

.,1
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observing, but: iP you
have to puke, do it
outside.

— "
‘Q Iduﬁtmmdma —

By,
~ No, I've !

'EE-E'H worse,

S

~ Wish he
haan’t been in waber

——

, bhe way. He'd smell bett‘-er
iP he had. Where'd you

V(K Haw.n

PR e e
/ Hept him Prom Preezing all ———

Fo— e strean he @
The stream he
was dropped in

.__\

7 Handheld beam N

drill--s0,

something just
about everybody )

here has?

oy
L -
7 oy
i

y Has, or can pick vp 5

IMing around With the '\

owner not noticing it's

Missing Por weeks. There |

are probably two of |
these Por every human &

“ - ‘-"‘--.____ pl”d h[l'i". & _'_'__.--'

b on bhis planet.
_|' waﬁn‘t deep. There was \ &
__—————— anespecially shallow izl o 2
4 . part where he'd - , ; e / By
"% Jobben stuck. . 7 And two Por ,g\rgpa b
"% / dera as well. I can't “
tell the diPPerence
between a human and
Serae drill From the
\\  wound. As Stone will |
Y point out, Pirst
N\ chance he gets. /

" Ihear him \
ranting at Tom

i out in the oPPice |
was definitely right now. /

killed. This hole's From a T . y.
beam drill. A handheld, or ot
it'd be a lot bigger. I see _ _

these once in @ while when : '

someone gets careless. But

that's alwaws in the
extremities. No one gets

careless in the middle r:aP;'\..

Well, he

soMeone else's 4
sternum. -

... 80 You're just going
to sit here and watch as
they kill us oPP, one by one?
I5 that wour idea of how to
run 8 settlement? Just
roll over and die?

Who the hell
are you?

v ... we've discussed
bhis. FiPtY times. Even iP
they arebeing killed, we
don't have a bit of proof
the Serae are doing it.

I don't like seeing
this happen either,
but: what do Wou
want me to do?

You khow damned
well what I want wou to
do, Tanner! And if wou don't \

do it soon, I might just
decide to go to the port
and send them a signal

I'm an eccentric billionaire.
I'm looking the place over to
see if I want to build a
vacation home here.

Myself, ‘N 1

S0 you'd start a major N .
war over something that is a
strictly local problem? No
oPPense, I'm not saying it's
not important ...

| Go to hell, Del.
Oh. You think you're
Punny. I get it.

Afl of you can
go to hell.

S Damnit, I ™

——-—;g) was going to

W B get him o help
witbh Sam.

Hey, Jeremy, did

Wou come in early

just to come gripe
at us?¥

’ II'II:E';- ;.l:;
= A
s Fe=s

e

sl
e
o

& Wereally
b heed to take
care of him bePore
dark, and it's best to
have six. I was going
to get Igor too ... [
hate to ask Meg,
she's busy getting
dinner ready
_ Pight now.

"‘-

“'l-

You weren't
having another
bad prospecting :
day, by any : ' il g

chance? z — : Gl >

v TIIIIEEE

\'\L
%,

Tou have six.

Iwasn't
going to ask wou
.. I Mean, you're

hob--
A

No, it's Fine. I
brought him in; I
should help show

him out.

I didn't: have time to cut
a stone ... I ¢an bring one
hext daulight ...

" 1t's OK, Igor. |




Picked a great *\r .L

= | time to close up,
bR Balka.

Yeah, weah. .
\ keep your shirts on. / §

" -
e -
e e
e o
- _—

e

~ They were
4 W artrna For assay.

4 " Mot of them go stra:ght. \
| to sergei when they come \
in; he paws them Por the
crystals then and there.

, Igor and Sergei will be
b Very busy the next
" Pew hours,

Then some of them
will come over here Por
a meal. Meg, this is
Randa, she's visiting.

r -l Pipl
It's aPber

| sundown. I |

| wa-‘i starting ,| !

-"~. to get
™ , worried.

_'|L__[ 1i"u

4 I"rn‘ Ir"'l"JU '“-
(| doany 3
better this)

b rong

Wow, there
readlly isn't even a bit
oF light out there. I see
Why You need those big
Ploodlights now. I also see
whv Wou don't travel
aPt-ﬁr' spndown,

P —

“Didn't mean to
interrupt.” Am I
that cbvious?

No more
than me, But I
don't know the
sitvation--1 mean,
am I--

No. Most of the
women among the
prospectors prefer
men. Lane will Fool
around, but only
sometimes, and I'm
not ¢crazy enough to
step into the Pip
and Soj thing.

Hls't Ijr'-E,. 5Eﬂr
Por this.

drops Porty degrees
as soon as the sun sets.

Look, MY homestead sucks. My
rooMmate i v: alwaws either snoring
or Pucking. A lot of the time I just
sleep on the exam bed in the med

room--not the scanner, there's

another one around the
partition. It's comPortable,
but it only holds one.

to go inside
anyway ... I'm |}

—a

7 Glad to meet

."-,
'lll

Wou. It's lentil
|

'. bowls and such, I'll
N give Wou a

h

"|-|.

FRTNEREFEFRREF (YRR g

Yeah, nobody's

Porgotiben poor Pete.
Went out on @ screamer ...
damned things don't even

have headlights. Some

personal Plyers recover okay
when the ground drops out
under you, but not
screamens.

We've had to
go to the port in the
dark a couple of
times--but there's a

N dré count.

'| help me put oLt the

'
y
F

'

road, and it's got good

lights, and 50 does
the Titan.

The bed in

Wour room is a

m better.
st saying.

[ stew tonight. If you \

/

v I Pigured
|they'd be a little,
n  Powdier.

They're tired. \ﬂi

I can't get them to

5reep enough When

they're in the Pield.

Bome 0P them just
come in and Pall

Il.___._
! When they

"ualce up in Ehe

into bed. _d widdie of the night,

sorry, I didn't mean to
interropt. I just came over to
ask if you'd take a run with me in
the REM next daylight. You had
good luck Pinding spangler--I'd
like to try again to Pind Royce,
with your help.

Ehat drama?

‘,...,L then they'll have ,
sa.w: Pun .

What was
Pip and Soj were a thing
Por, ok, more than a year. We
even thovght: they were going to
\ start doing runs together, which
4 Por the prospectors means you A~

. might as well be married.” -
) : ____.-"'-". |II

B Then a
Y While back it;
¥ just ... ended.
Seems bo have been
entirely Pip's |
decision, becavse J
A ﬂw isn't J"IE!EFH ,f"
EJE:'"'U rt

I




- e -

Pel, I know that
everybody's prospecting
arondom, bot I don't know
what it's Por or how
valvable it is ...

Mornin'.
Tha coat is really
somebhing. A

Yeah. It's going to
smell a liktle, sorry.
cergei says it's solvent.
He thinks.

Not raw.
There's some kind of
process they have to do to it,
and of course it needs cutting
and polishing. We don't do
any of that here.

It improves beams,
You add one to 3 beam
device and wou get a lob
more comph For the same
amount of power.

I think Sergei pa%ﬁ
about Pive hundred Por @
good-quality raw crystal. Even
though the miners only PindafPewa |

Ml T brought with Why not mine week, they could live nicely on that.
ME Was MY gaust ,I:aaf;, it Por real? An . Problem is, what they want is to
and it wasn't enough. I'm actual mining Make enough to retire on.

pretty good about ighorin operation?

that kind of thing, but ...
don't know how You £an
b, stand around here in

o ﬂhﬁt.

Doesn’t run in
seams. It's
sprinkled in tiny
patches all over
the planet.

80 ==
It occurred to me last
hight;, what iP this is just about
thePtZ Kill one of the other
prospectors, take whabever
they mined ...

e 4 You actuvally get
Y kind of used to it. It's
PR s0nny today, so it's not
too bad. IP it was aPter
dark, now,I'dbe |
wearing the heaviest /&
thing I could Pind. £

When I saw sergei
this morning, I asked him
about average yield. He said
there were Ups and downs, but |
they could have bad streaks
| lasting weeks. He said both
J& pact Jeremy stone and Pip sorrel
- T g haven't brought in
; anything in a while.

7~ 1 hope wou're OK
with navigating. It's

\ edsier; bhe screen's on

' wour side.

n*-..-.-‘.--qr‘-.‘l-

¥ Do You do anp
prospecting?

Nah, I'm 8 mechanic. Sergei
A brought Tom and me in to keep
? the place running. p

- This i Ghe spob. I
o ranged oub in 3 Spirdl Prom
8 here For @ couple of hours and
I didn't: Pind Royce.

Careful!

Were
these cracks
here when you
checked the
site?

I don't remember
them. But they might
ave been iced over. There
was definitely more ice
when I was [ast here.
see the dripping
overhead?

Well, it's not a
bad thought. But I
was Pirst at all Pour
work sites, and there
was aruondom there
nobody had taken

' with Ehem.

I didn't leave
that Por Igor. REMs
are notorious Bor not
having any carge space,
but I can Pit a Few
¢rystals. sergei's holding
that money Por the
prospectors in case
they turn vp
alive.

50 the
cracks could
have been here
When Royce was
killed? IF he
was killed.

You're thinking
someone dropped
him down there,

Not Ghat that
seeMs likely, unless
Royce shows up via
miracle. Frank and Mojan
were monbhs age; I don't
expect we'll ever see
them again.

With spangler,
whoever killed him could have
carried the body Par away, but
dropped it oUL 0P sight: nearby instead.
IP I had this crack handy I wouldn't
bother strapping a corpse to
MY Plyer.,

Well, how daring are you?
There's a cable winch on the REM,
and I have straps. I can put the
BEM astiride the crevice and
[ower Wou down ...

You know, you
didn't have to do this
bwice just to impress
me. Autopsies are not
My Pavorite part of
the job.

You actoall
Pound him?

Don't get too
close, Tom. Go geb
2ally, would wou?

Well, it's
conPirmed, anyway.
Another beam burn hole,
Little sloppier Ghis time,
Might not have been

immediately Patal ... he
wasn't putting up a Pight
aPter it, tbhough. _#"Yean. and

then he got
dropped twenty
Feet into a
crevice.

The an!g reason
we don't have to
disinPect the REM--and

Ls--is he was Prozen
solid. But he's thawing
real Past now.

&p, 5ally's
confirmed that--

Jeremy Do wou
ever go oLt mining
these days, or is your
new job pissing
everybody ofP?

You're not Punny, Pel. Go on,
Pinish what you were about to say.
What's confirmed? That Boyce was
murdered, like Spangler was?

We know it wasn't a
Mmoney motive, so now the
question is who here had
enough of a grudge against
all of them to want to--

Damn it
He's going tio the
port to jack the
transmitter. He's
going to send an
alarm call to the
haval station!

You are all really
something. You'll grab at any
explanation instead of looking at
the obvious. You'll make out
everybody here to be a criminal
bePore Wou go aPter the
actual problem!

I'm done. I'm going
to go deal with this
the way Wou should
have dealt with it
weeks ago.




m.ed of

- UPgh --

, : = — ] There You are.
Pamn it, what does it Tanner did . What happened? Did
take? Don't you realize call the Navy, b\ he signal?
that if we don't call the akone. \

Navy Por help they'll The Navy sent me.
just kill us arl?]rHII $ /
That's a secret, [ _————

N R He didn't even
Dytheway. /"> TheNavy “\ get into the door. How do I get to

/ knows what you And he's going to be bhe Serae

/ can't get through good now. Aren't. A settlement? Just
Your thick head, which Yo, Sbone? go east?

i5 that iP there's any Wait--you're

nilibary presence seen : epag?
down here, it could 19.: E‘ﬁaiﬂaﬂgﬁc,‘i};ﬁ?

restart the whole Tanner, stone 2 b
war. Not just here. / has a point. We can's Thi‘-a i 'E‘;i;ﬂ”%
I know You think Everywhere. _ruleovt Serae :

that with the Serae ! involvement, especially if

oPP this planet you'd we haven't even
have better mining, but bather*gﬂ bo talk to
are Wou so reckless em.

; ' Don't worry.
Hagﬂdgﬁe?:ag %swwfi;r{gﬁt somewhere over there

: i5 d 5erd Who has your BRSNS
Wou gﬁg:a f,;ﬁ ;:fg My crystalse / exact job and wa nt?ﬁ trhe “\\\
nuMber-one suspect Por s5ame things you do. I'l ﬁ%\%&
those murders. Somebody IR o balk 6o her. W
who'd do that woldn't -
. hesitate to kill his own
\._people to get what he

S warted. g

" No ... I would 3

{ )
N "€Ve -/ Then prove it ™\
e by behaving )

S\ HourselP.
"'\‘ "-.‘_ ey e
“‘::‘ :-..,_‘__‘_-_____'_._._,__

"You'll do better to take the road back to town Pirst. When Hou get bo mrr, go east,
across bhe river, and keep going Until Wou redch the old Portifications. You'll khew. As
Wou pass those, burn soubheast. The serae settiement's about a kilometer Further.” |

Blakely -sam/;e\j
sUstem was disputed, I

hadn't realized that meanfs‘“}
there'd been Pull-scale «
ground warfare on this )
planet ... .




[l -

e

e

5>  ...bubevery g

Y timeibbreaks, it N -
[ breaksinanewand b
l'-. diPPerent way! You're the h:ii;"!:. ; §
:‘mlu one here who 4 9 |
Uﬁd&“ﬂbaﬁdn i, N NG L
= o5 —"’—?-I._
- {-
-

Perhaps that's ™
true, but I can't keep Joh
everything here running SRS
by myself --

What in the 1
stars is that
Hoise £

. | For voue BEADING ELONVENIENCE, THE BLUE DIALOSUE

Tera;a
Sorry Por the(_\

hoise. It was the
only thing

available. Do either

of You speak any™\
Trade? I need to
spedk with the
leader of your
setblement. .

Teraja.
| I am that one.
I am Chib.

Randa.
Pleased tio
Mmeet You.

Come to MY
home. We will
speak.

TEEAJA = &L200 DAY, HELLZ

A TRADE = WHAT ALL THE HUMANS IN THESE STORIES
SPEAK (WHAT, YoU THOUSHT IT WAS ENSLISHT)

Bub, Por
what worth it
has, I dosay "no,
we do not do
that."

&
S,

All oP vs 4
remember the ™
. war. None of us
== want it to come
S dgain. A

i

1 7 -

[

A\
N bl

Be careful.

You're just

"annoved becauvse

Wou have tio Pinish
repairing the
condenser bu

H"'UF"'EE‘[p

I should go geb
a weapon ...

=

r =

Pon't be
ridicolous, You
know how Ghey are.
IF it wanted trouble
it would have been

e,

shooting as it o
______ELEW ut{:_,_,-{b e,

e -"

K. o ‘t-,.,",\

...andl
thought: I had
better at least
come ask you.

/It is good of you, but Wou
know it means nothing. IF I say
"no, we do not do that," you
e fshen choose iP to believe me.

And what. iP there is
one of us who decides to go
and kill yours withovt my
knowing? I would not approve,
. but I also cannet say Por
“~._certain there is not ...

7~ Doyov
( pelieve herz )

AsParasIcan. I
Mmean, she said herself
that she couldn't
guarantee she didn't have
some loose cannon
among her people.

But here's the

N m* that thmg

AH::' i certamrm
wasn't trying to (S
sheak Up on LS, not |
.-'"'l' -

}_.
l

[ uhderstand.

First, she's right.

That's the way they always
Pought -- they prefer open
engagement. Sneaking arovnd
assassinating would strike
almost all Serae as ... do you
know any serajo? "Nikburni."

bhing. TWo things.

Bob now I
have no idea what
to do next.

Could be there's
nothing I can do except
wait as long as it takes
Por whoever it is to kill
somebody else. Which is

a horrible thought.

What, you
don't like our
lovely planet?

The company is great.

But I travel to earn My

living. I can’t sbay here
Por months.,

I was
{ teasing you.

For that matter,
even iP there js
another morder, that
may not give me
anything more than I
have now--

Arrgh! T'm
sorry. I'm just
Prustrated.

And even if we
did, that would not
be our way. We would
bring our military
again, not sneak and
kill as cowards,

Uncultored. Rode.

Barbarian.

Second, if they
wanted to make trouble --

Look, don't Preak ovt about this, and
whatever you do, don't tell Stone, but
they've got a PYPr there, complete with
repowering tether. And two strij. I saw
them. Pon't know iP those two were
in Plight: condition, of course,

There has bo have <
been some 5bFﬂﬂQE

; behavior, though. I mean, in

order to do what they did,
they'd have had to Pollow the

N other prospector, or somehow £

\  know where their work £
S Sike was. : }

Like that.

Aren't PuPrs
the ones they
vsed Por blowing
Lp towns?

Air-bo-ground strafing is
what: they're built Por. The

Serde hever got into bombs
Much; they didn't need to. That
PyPr covld take this settlement

apart in about Pive minuobes.

Bot I Pigure they only have

it @5 insurance.

P And don't g
53y they got it From "
Tom, becavse even iPhe'd
tell Where someone was--and \
he wouldn't--he didn't start |
keeping track until aPter the 4
second disappearance. 4

Ok, bub I don't "N

See

where you're
going --

I think wou're going
to need to Find a way to
check on evervone. see if
they're really going out tio
work when they say they are.
Zee iP they do anuthing &
weird some morning.

Shill might: take
Porever, but
better to catch
them bePore than
aPter the next
murder, right?




" There. Bank 1wasn't really
OK. We had a bad storm a year
back that hit it hard. keep it
switched ofF and just vse the
Pallbacks and you'll be Pine.

You're going to
need a console,
though. There's
hothing to actually
Monitor the signals
down here.

I MOVEDP MY OFERATIONS TC THE
PORT, WHERE I COULD USE THE Bi&
ANTENNAS TO TRACK THE LOCATIONS
OF ALL THE HUMAN PROSFPECTORS
Via THOSE PERSONAL BEACONS.

Thanks,
Pel. I could have
been diagnosing
that Por days. I
wouldn't have
guessed the green
light was lying
Lo me.

Yeah, I Pigured I'd do

that in Bosie. That's why I

Don't expect
much. I love
Bosie, but she's
not Plashy.

I hear that
the Crickets were
... are ... kind of ...
put together weird?
No ofPense to
Bosie.

ANNNNNNY

Yeah, I don't think
starflying knew what they
were doing. she's got ALLL
. and a huge power supply, 50
\ they clearly meant her Por
[ong havls ...

... but her hold's
tiny, her gquarters are
tiny, there's only one tiny
bunk, and if you crew her with

There's @ shower, but
Wou can't vse it in travel

moved her tio the roof pad.
IF she can't get signal, I
¢dn run a cable vp.

because the water sustem T
can't handle it. You ¢an hook it
to external supply ... but iP
Wou're in port, why would you

=4 ‘ two, even iP ou sleep in shifts,
there's not enough stowage
4 _ Por supplies Por two Por
=, _any amount of time.

g

On the other
hand, she's durable
and Past and I got her
cheap From someone

I see what you
who outgrew her.

mean about the
space, though. This
wouldn't be much Fun

) to spend weeks in.
Buk Wou miss

it anyway, don’t
Wou? I know the
symptoms. Were
You Navy, t:;lj
Merchant? o th. Navy taught
me to Pix things, and I
went oPP to work on the
Azimuth Pleet aPter My hitich.
Probably would still be
doing that if I hadn't
met Tom.

I came down here
mostly becavse Tom wanted
bo. He's much happier behind a
desk than I am. But I think he's
got mawbe another year here
before even he can't stand it
anymore. Then maube we'll both
ship out together
soMmewhere.

Bosie's your
Oricket? Can I
have a look? I've
never been inside
one before.

I EXFECTED TC BE SITTING THERE WATCHING A SCREEN FOR WHCO KNOWS
HOW MANY DaYs, BUT THAT'S NOT HOW IT WORKED OUT. WELL AFTER
SUNRISE THE NEXT PAY -— LONG AFTER MOST OF THE FROSFECTORS
HAD HEADPED oUT AND REACHED THEIR WORK SITES —- I SAW A BEACON
GOING SOMEWHERE IT HARP NC &OoOP REASCON TC &0. '

-

Why is Pip dorrel
heading east?

-
L

And Soj Mascar is

Pollowing her. Trying to <

Pind out where Pip is
going, no doubt.

r__.

to know Ghat

too.

‘J Pip has got to know 50j
is behind her. That thing |
1 just makes too much noise. £
( And if she hasn't noticed wet,

\  5he will when they get into  _/
those canyons--the sound is ]
{: going to echo like crazy.

.-"I'IIII_._FF

(

43 LITTL

Lse this shower?
Dumb things like that.

E LESS THAN LISHTSPEED. NEEDED T& SET ACBOSS THE AVERASE SYSTEM IN

HEURS INSTEAD &F WEEKS. STiLL NOT SUFFICIENT FLR INTEESYSTEM DISTANCES; FEE

THAT |

You know, i you
Pind sometihing
suspicious, and Wou
chase it on Pete's /
old screamer -- |

-- they'd hear me
coming half a planet
away. This is my actuoal
Plyer; I just haven't vsed

i ? I ]
it here, Por reasons. g ¢ oo alo? Wow:

Yl NEED A BING £ A SHIF WITH PUNCH CAPABILITY. SFPACE IS VEEY,

I can guess your

VERY Bl&- =T

reasons. Don't let the
Serde see Yo on this,

they'll think wou

stole it.
Uhr H-ﬂU

didn't steal it,
did you?
No. It was
a giPt. Long
story.

It has its own
short-range array, so
I can track those
beacons on it if I can
get close enough.
Has a gun
too, I notice.

Yeah, I'll try
not to use
that.

Right back out
again. What was
1 that all about?
=
b

'

1.8
- :. =

=
s

A a-"_.-"-'_-
o Py r® ::}

.-"'"_""n,__._.—-—.__h
Oh wait,, I '

o | bet I know! Pip must

o( have lost her. Sojis

going back home in -
disgust. J

I'm sojealovs, I wish
we could get the Serae
to sell 0s hardware.

The route
they're going, I ¢an
intercept behind them,
and if I'm lucky they
won't see I joined the
caravan.

T Well, she's too
( pissed off to have )
noticed me ... or iP she did,~

. She thought I was a sera.

et

"N

4 We are getting very ;:ra.ég.i
. Lo serae territory.

j

»

... I defi HitemL"*-J
need to keep afber |
Pip. This Peels like
trouble, iP nothing ¢

else.
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' Wasn't too
( hard to pick her
~ Up again -- there =~
\_ Was only one place /
[ shecovldhave )
~ been going. PP

And there's her .

bike, tucked around the .J
side of that hovse the
Serae don't see much
7 because they never come
ol in Prom bhe west.

W F

e — o

:'l._."_ e f
J-

L3

o -
(o ———
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This ien't
the Pirst time
she's done

» Whatever she's e — i
>, doing.

i,

— p—
&

Ok, that's a —
lot less serious £
than what I was _/
expecting.

; Mobher!
You ¢an't just come into
MY house -- I'm not an 3

I should sneak
out before they
hotice me ...

—

egq anymore!

Zo! W You expect
Tirl said you didn't 7 me to treat you
go out again today. as an adult when
This is What you're Wou make bad
doing all these times l decisions like
Wou're "sick"? : bhis?

» T
I
Whereas I

 Understand Serajo
b quite well. '

-

e —

B Ind by the

'i" '."

.

—
e e

i

" W way, honored %
% B Chib,yovarea |
. real durliej. 48
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How could Wou do
thisZ These nikturni
... Agh, it hurts me even K
o think of it. And with

You!
I thought You
might be holding out
on me. What: are you

Resk practically
tlhr'l:"'l'lrliﬁg her 5E||: i
Pront of wou --

Resk is
horrible. I like
Pip. she's Pun in
bed and she
Makes me
laugh.

Uh, Zhelk,
Y just so I know,
should I be running
Por my liPe right
now?

Listen to it. It
doesn't even
Uhderstand our
language.

il

L

doing here Are you
responsible Por No. They
this? were doing this
long bePore I got
here. Pip has been
coming here in
secret Por
months,

Listen ... I can't
tell You what to do, but
... you can't control your
daughter's lie, and if you
think about it, bhey may
have handed you an
opportunity.

Relations
between the
humans and

4erae on this

planet aren't good,
and if they don't get

better, thew'll

escalate and bad
things will happen.

Why not try
soMething
else?

DUELIE. = SNLB, SOMEONE WHE LLoks DOWN ON OTHERS

[




They know S
You don't need %

that helmet, by B '

% & accustomed

@ to the smell
: of human.

~ Wilt any of

" them 5peah MY
\ranguage apart
POM Iﬂ-::lullr

\\\“‘x - _____"“'a_

Tom was a ““\\
uper'car* 0, 50 he might;

[ he'd have Pound it usePul.
| Del also may have picked |
\ some up. Sergei -- well,

nothing about Sergei  /
would surprise me.

” ... We both have

/  those among Us Who
would Pight, who want vs

ko sbay enemies ... but as

We see, We also have some
who want to become,

: ah, closer. '

* 1 think our
settlements should

try to work togetiher.

Become Priendly. And the

ones among us Who want /S

,  to Pight: will see, and

. be convinced.

Perhaps.

All this time ...

everything I've done
.. and that's who you
were --

a Pucking sera?

delighted to try.
No, I would be
honored.

@et ofP her, Wou
erazy biteh!

Don't need a
gun Por Wou --
I'll snap your
skinny little
heck --

- UAHE -

Pip, you can't ... Yoo can't
love her ... Wou can't love
this ... thing ...

So bhat's how it
ends ...

Iguess ... T'll
just have to ...
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5o all of this
was just an
ex-lover getting
overly possessive,
and more than a

= z
little deranged? I mean, not to

Make light of what
she did, but this
could have led to an
open conflict iF we
hadn't approached it
witih level heads.

No one is able to really

" ¥ Pigure out what went on in
e S0j's head. She says she killed
the Pour prospectors becauvse
she thought: each of them was the
person that Pip was sleeping with
... buE three of them were men,
whom Pip had never been
inberested in, and one of them
-~ Spangler -- was easily

Incredible.

What did
they do about |
her? " First they asked
me to bring her to you,

but I reminded them the Navy

doesn't handle planetary

justice. That'd be a job Por
the government they

don't have. [

None of them really
wanted to kill her. They
Pigured another death
wouldn't help anybody.

They've decided
that she's just not
dllowed back on the planet.
She's locked Lp unkil the
hext supply run comes, and
they're going to make it

twice her age.

Zergei Balka says
that people who want to
kill someone will Find an

excuse. I wasn't geoing to
argue the point with him.
d Bumor is Sergei was part of
Cherniy Medved before he
2 "retired" down there. IF
£ 4 that's true, and I'd believe
& b, he's probably known
some killers.

E i

excellent job on
this. IP you were
still in the service,
I'd give wou &
commendation,

As it stands, do
Wou want some
compensation?

This was a
Pavor, I won't
take a Pee Por it.
Just repower my
ship. I didn't really =
have any other But iP you have
expenses. the space, I'd like to
be the guest of the
st.ation until the next
punch Perry comes
through. You have

take her away. Where, better Pood and beds
they do not care. Lhan my ship.

IP Wwou think these
are better beds than
anywhere -- still,
you're more than
welcome. Ensign Gojar
will arrange it.

Well, the next Perry
i5 in three days ... We'll
have to Pind some way to
keep wou entertained
until then.

For starters,
would wou like &
tour of the
station?

Out of
curiosity, does :
the bour end at IF you want it
Your cabin? ' to, definitely.

Let's get
going, then.




