Y NAME [S RANDA AND I'M A

“=

I'VE NOTICED THAT,
MORE AND MORE
N OFTEN, PECPLE
' & | TAKE A LOT OF
\LIBERTIES WITH

WHAT I PO. I THINK

IT MAY BE
BECAUSE THERE'S

A CERTAIN KIND OF

JOB THROUESHOUT
THE &ALAXY THAT
NCO ONE ELSE IS

AVAlLABLE TO DPo.

" WE'RE IT. AND
b THERE AREN'T
W MaNY OF US.

Sela Tyrell#
I'm Banda Guerrero.

SELA TYRELL IS
THE HEIR AND
FPRESIPENT OF

THE HUGE |

COMFLEX COF
TYRELL
COMFANIES. SHE
& AN ONLY CHILD
AND THE LAST
MEMBER OF HER
FAMILY ALIVE.

SHE & ALSO
EXTREMELY RICH.

Hmm.
Not exactiy
what I was
expecting.
Would you like
drink?

Uh, no, thank you.
I'm just here to hear
what this is about. Your

Message was ...

" Unhel pPul.
Yes. I wanted to

discuss it
person.

in

I need you to Pind ™S
a person Por me. His name
is Merlon Mkenzie. [ haven't
sgen him in a year, but I only
began to consider him
"Mmissing" about two
months ago.

I ... honestly have no idea
if you're aware oP what I do ...
but that isn't it.

IT Wwas A VERY LARGE FEE.

LARGE ENOUGH TO STILL HAVE PLENTY LEFT AFTER CHARTERING THE WORLD'S SMALLEST
PUNCH FERRY. NO ONE WAS RUNNING ANY REGULAR ROUTES TO WHERE I NEEDED TO &O. : eibher wal.

MAYEBE THAT
SOES WITHOUT
SAYING.

Y N\ ' IF JakaA RECCED ME FOR THE JOEB IT MEANT SHE
f = :,;_% W | B THOUGHT IT WOULD BE SOMETHING THAT WOULD
i =i 3 INTEREST ME. IT DIP NOT AUTOMATICALLY MEAN
= THAT TYRELL WAS TO BE TRUSTED. JAKA WOULD
EXPECT ME TO USE MY OWN JUDGMENT THERE.

I can tell you
J exactiy where to
S begin looking. That will
B Make it easier.

You get paid to
investigate
settlements and
stations to see iP
they've gone derelict. IF

they have, you waive §
sdlvage rights in : \ -3 i - IF wou already
exchange Por a bigger : ' know that, why
Pee S0 Your clients can .' | haven't you sent one of
retain the properties 2 . ' \ Wour own people already?
: | ; fhh : I'M sUre You have
troubleshooters Wou

[ aiways do my : £
research. ) have any with
wour particular fuo Frankiy, I'd be a
skill seb. SUSpICIoUS | (ittle Poolish not to
, of Me. be, don't you think?
! It's really not
Well, then, bhat sinister.
Whit--Z - Mkenzie barheg Me into drpg‘xiedbeiﬂ ;
> ” Jaka dei investing in a business swindled, I don't wan
P a&:ﬁgﬁ[ﬁfﬂ;g: e I'm prepared to venture. He went off, MY emplovees bo know. I
0 eraon I should geb. o7 pau wov a -_:]FE-‘EIE. deal of pre&m.&al:ffﬂ to set it rolling. have a rg-p—uqatlcﬂ to
Money. To compensate you He hasn't been heard maintain,

Por Stepping beyond the PO BN
bounds of Your job - L don't need you to
lﬂEEﬂFiFtrﬂ'H . I t‘f"fﬂg hll.l‘ill. t'-a":h I }Uﬁ'tl'
- ' ‘ heed You to report honestly.
I either want conPirmation
that he's alive, or
conPirmation that he's dead. s pid T mention
Your Pee doesn't change it's a lange

Pee?

I'll be Pine. I've
staved in Bosie a lot
longer ... just don't

Porget to come--

e =T

You wanted me?

Wanted you
to get a look at it
before setting

loose.

Thank you, though
I'll see plenty of it
Prom Bosie ... —
/ atill could not set
loose t'all. Nothing in
bhis sysbem.

Is this you
trying to get out of
picking me Up again?
We made a deal ... <.

-

Deal's Por pickup What is this
x Puss, now? )

in @ week. Could be
l[ong week ...

PERGATI ARE SO SRUMFY
THAT IT TOOK ME A MINUTE
7O REALIZE HE wAaS
CONCERNED ABCUT ME.

\ . /') 4

BY TRILBY




This
sustem isn't
in conPlict. I

checked.

- Aye. No
reason For

bhem to be
here.

None of them
are Piring. Just
staring at each

other--

Porl!
Get yer butt vp here!
We're taking Fire!

A Y

o . N .

X
No, and I don't
expect you to.
@et on the Par
side of the LL.

The light: carrier.
The Navy ship. . . :
Put mtﬁﬁt;'.fegg .fé and - Cpen the bay
e drones, , b when You get on
the Par side of the
L2, As soon @s I'm
o . : \ o clear, hauvl out. The
I'm going to Bosie. - g drones won't chase
Wou. They're not
here Por that.

You sure
about this?

I'll be Fine.
Don't Porget to
come back in a

week.

The Hawks are trying
to keep the bobs ofP vs.
Nice of them.

I'm not set Por
this! We've only the
one cannon! We can't
Pight it out!

Getbing ,
a little close regﬁpéf&‘iﬂ a

there, unidentified . contingent berth ...
vesse| ... state : HI_.C._ they were Firing on
intent. Lhis is indy her ...
BO4. I have ~ ghe's
business in this 5 ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ :
ol - e s

and sitrep. ‘
. And You think

= that MEII;;IIEE a8
difPerence? We'rein a
. rﬁ%""‘fﬂ”ﬁ .  s6andoPP and she shows
il Lp and You just ...
hostile, and those
drones are going to
track me any

second. |
e :I T HEHJ HL‘C: E‘]ﬂUI"
: c¢hannel's still open.

not that, BO4.
don't have space in y

- ou want to
the main scoop, and well at me, I'll be inside

you're too big Por the in three, You can do it in
Hawk bays ...
. Idon't . : : e

see anuthing
in the cradle,
NLC.

The cradie?
Are you ... ah ..

Yes, My
ship's got suckers
and I've got a svib.
Permission, please?

... What was ker call, Ensign? ...

BO14. This is Commander Olsen. Report
bo me immediately.

%

| e e et - ameragee——— e : 4
e - =T et et ; ~ ... 1 don't appreciabe your escalating the
COMMANDER OLSEN DIDN'T WAIT FOR ME To REPORT To HER. S situation ... they assumed You were ,
) reinforcements, becavse why else would anybody just
i e P T b Show up here out of the blue? IF you hadn't pulled

out of the way as quickly as you did ...

d
|
|

wwagy pl

-
I Aol -
; .‘-:-. i

Wl

=
—_— Now they probably think
ot we're planning to bust their
o G blockade. They'll be ready. You just
- made everything harder.

Commander, I'm here to @
look Por @ missing person. I
was expecting an empty
b~ : : system. You people are the ]
1 - ' hasty surprise, not me.  And I pulled away in a
hurry specifically to
ge-escalate the situvation, as
soon as [ realized what I'd
wandered into.

Nl B

- You're calling a single ship a

2 blockade? sure, they've got a lot of
A - : = drones, but those lovsy Cleit drones
p | {. can' even take down a single Hawk
" 4% unless they all gang up on it ...

\ : I'm assuming they're not _
A 5 interested in discussing why they don't
want Wou landing--I know how ahpesh are--but
given that, you'd be justified in blowing
right through them--




I would appreciate
it if you'd let me sit in the
cradle Por @ week until my
Perry comes back, so those
drones don't try to take
Me apart.

They say the
planet's theirs. IP wou Pind that too
much of a burden, let me

Classified. know and I'll shove oPP.

At least to
civilians.

I dispute
that. I've sent
a burst to RHG
Por 3 brief. But

it'll take a .

While. I haven't
dismissed You--

Which means you
haven't told the Cleit why
Wou're here either. You won't
tell them anything becauvse
you've gob a protocol stick vp
Your ass, and they won't tell
You anybhing becavse
they're jerks.

Until then,

I'd need much N
More of a reason t-:'
"blow through Ghem."

We try to aveoid
uhdue
provocation. I don't have to wait Por
Wou to dismiss me,
Jommander. I'm a civilian,
remember? I don't get to know
anything, then I don't have to
do anything.

Meanwhile you'll both
glare at each other Por the
next month until a reply to

Wour burst comes back.

Qur Mmission
.. well, it
probably won't
suPPer Prom @
delay.

You know how
Lo reach me.

I KNOW, T PRCBABLY SsHOULD
HAVE BEEN LESS RUPE TO
HER, BUT I Was IN NC MOCOLD. S
I COULD GET THRCUGH THE B

DRONES IN BOSIE--TWEO OR
THREE DIFFERENT
WAYS--BUT WITH THE
SITUATION LIKE THAT, I'D
HAVE THE CLEIT SHIFP AND
THE NAVY PISSED OFF
AT ME IF I TRIED IT. 8¢
MY TJOB WAS WRECKED
UNLESS SOMETHING
CHANZED.

THE AHPESH RUN
EVERYTHING. THEY
CLAIM THE FUMWAH
AREN'T CAPABLE
OF DOING
ANYTHING MORE
COMPLICATED
THAN HEAVY
LIFTING, AND THEY
LET'Ss RPAUSE HERE, NEED THE AHFPESH
WHILE I'M SITTING \ | T SUIPE THEM
IN BOSIE GETTING Y AND TAKE CARE
?“‘ HAEEE‘?, nﬁ!g.-? OF THEM.
AL AaBoU
CLEIT A LITTLE. A ‘;%Lﬁ‘;,
A LOoT oF )
HUMANS HAVE mﬂﬁ; E{gﬁ
NEVER SEEN : . 5rpn
THEM. w0 X g 2!
_ o f EXFPLONTERS
g AND LlARS
AND THAT
E FUuMWAH
ARE
NEITHER AS
DUMEB NOR
AS BREUTISH
AS THE
AHPESH
CLAIM THEY
ARE.

NLC435 to BOM4, ack?

F
THE CLEIT ARE TWoO
DIFFERENT SPECIES
THAT JUST HAPFEN TO
COME FRCOM THE SaAME
HOMEWCRLD. THE ONES
WITH THE SNAKE TAlLS
ARE AHPESH AND THE
OTHER ARE FUMWAH. THE
CLEIT HAVEN'T SETTLED
MANY WORLDS; THEIR
MAIN BUSINESS [S FLYING
QUT BI& SHIPLOADPS OF
FUMWAH TO BE MIGRANT

I ONCE SAW AN AHPESH UsSE
ONE OF THEIR NEURAL &UNS
5T BECAUSE 4 FUMWAH SAD
SOMETHING THEY DIPN'T LIKE.
I PIPN'T KNOCK THEM INTO
NEXT WEEK BECAUSE I Was IN
UNIFORM AT THE TIME. IF I'D
BEEN OFF-DUTY, THEY'D STILL
BE SLITHERING WITH A BUSTED
TAIL ToPAY. FUMWAH ARE HELL
TC FIGHT, BUT AHPESH ARE
PUSHOVERS AND THEY KNOW IT.

Ah, the €O
would like Wou to
come aboard to
speak With her.

" The problem PlARE

i5, iP they are alive
and in trouble, I d’fj”'t |
\in good conscience Peel | ames —
\ JTcanwaitPora g L was

Why didn't you
mention your service

record? It was obvious
You were ex-, but--

" briel already considering
e IRk pushing a squad past
the blockade when you

You won't be able to
wander to look Por your
Missing person ...

L~ ldont
" like throwing it
around. I'm who T am
now, not who I was back
then. Why does it: make
i any diPerence to 4
». , Wou?

- SR arrived. That's why I was
N BT annoved, becavse
,  Wol've made it
harder.

I'm aware,
but I'll take what
intel I can get, even
the hard way.

W\ planet as soon as
S we leave?
Among other ks
bhings, it makes me
considerably more |
likely to trust You
with infFormation.

T

We're here Por search and
rescue. A squad dropped on the
planet two months ago missed their
return rendezvous and have not
reported. When the pickup came
back empty, they sent vs out.

&rasa
lever on the
8 ahpeshif I have to
negotiate with

I think I'm
going to do it
anyway.

BePore Wou ask, I
have no idea why they
were sent down there.

I wish I did.

IF I WERE A COMMANDER AND \ Y ... You're a very

A Yes, I can THEY KNOWINGLY DROFPFED ME o - A determined
- a2e Whi. INTC A MESS AND DIPN'T TELL - iy ; person
% p 8 = ME, YOU'D BE ABLE T HEAR o - T
% ! ME YELLING ABOUT IT ALL THE ™~ ] : : -4

AT R T i BUT SHE HAD TO HAVE WANTED ME TO GO, OR WHY WOULD SHE HAVE MENTIONED IT?

< ,.;,r"'
.-":If.r | 'T_.—:n._'
e We're on the clock! stop
A shooting the shit and move Lt. Cortiga?
your asses! We're only halP done I'm Randa
with loadouvt and we still have Averrero--
to get svited vp!
F
'S
5] : o
I 1 ]
: W el
\

Now listen.

[ don't give a shit
iF you're the CO's
Paverite girl, wou go down
with My squad, you
answer tio me.

That means iP I say
jump, Wou jump, and Wou
don't sbop to ask
questions.
Understood?

And don't get lost.

IF I have to come Pind
You, I'm gonna be real
hazzed. stay close and

stay out of trouble.

S



Hey, Lievtenant! Prager, you
shitheaded
pissPUck!

You mean we gotta
bake a civ and the amp
on the same trip?
IF you call her
“the amp" one more
time, I'm not going to
bother with a3 DR. I'm just
going to drag your stupid
ass to the bilge and Puck
wour shit Up 50 hard that
they'll have to carry wou
o Your medical
She's riht gecuarge. 05 Lok
behind wou, Myself clear:
dumbass.

And the civ is
here because the
CO says she can

handle it. IF the 0O
5ays she can handle
i, we believe her.
@ot it?

Now go be
paeful Por a
change. I want
loadout done in Five
minutes. You hear me,
people? Five. Not ten.

Then everybody go
get Your asses
svited up.

You sure You
kROW how B0 park
o Ghis thing, Brell?

Good aPternoon,
this is wour captain Prom the
Plight deck ... thank Wou For
traveling with vs today ...

5, " .f.‘_.d' H

g Fiss up arope, :
We're expecting

some rough conditions in our short

Plight, 50 please remain in your seats
at all times ...

",

... just sayin’ ... I mean, look
at that svit! Pid she pick that shit up
surplus or what? -

I know Yoo

Kidding - -

aside, be ready -
to brace. This o | know I ¢an woui ity

one's gonna be . ‘ o \

ikl b Hawks'll ron ) 1637 Y00 4 o4 aim it out loud and

interPerence Por us, but we'll don't be chickenshit
’ still need to do some dodging. about it?
Sit bight.

I'm Fine.

Prager, did you .
bake an extra ... BOPPY.
asshole pill today or squad joke.
somebhing? ¢
I'm gm:--:i. Just
- don't like the
Mide much.

That's not a
Navy weapon,

The Navy
though ...

never sells its
material as
sprplus,

But when Ecru get
. wour DC, if wou're : .
interested and you've got - Tt
the cash, you can buoy ovt k- A W Won'
some of ib. Your uniforms. - o Hﬂf;‘i' j,fuvﬂaﬁ”t
Your suit. : Y
; This is a WC3
arbine. It's not bad.

ey ke
s 0 S e SN anybhing, and I'm vsed bo
50 ho one thinks you're ad D . D e :

still in service. f % : BEe,  Dhis one anyway. __




—

.,.f""b!daﬁchom dro p-"“”\-k,.
{'MGﬂU[E Z I thought the '}

Mﬂhing FROCEDPURE IN SITUATIONS LIKE THIS We're almost at their

1S TO DROP WELL SHORT OF THE KEY  conbbond ]
Sgé;r ;:ggh. COORDINATES AND MAKE THE REST drop site, Sir ... 1 don't Navy was phasing
Y. OF THE APPROACH OVERLAND. see anything ... those out. ~ /
SOMETIMES THIS PREVENTS LANDING T T P
IN THE MIDDLE OF A FIGHT. \ 1,!:1 " 7 V" they-are:

.. Belay that.

U Just not doing it )
Yes, 1 do. i — P

)
. Past. Lot of "em still

)

Al ;.‘ ~ \ -.___.“‘ arovnd ... i
s

by

7 ... and they hate to'\
scrap equipment.

Right.

I wish
they would.
Theyw're a pain in
the ass.

This ohe
here looks like it
nearly dropped

into a tree.

No, siP.
Pisabled, or they
didn't have time to
LUPH ‘eM on.

Empty For a while, :
the way they've let the |
grass come up through the
side plates ... but all the
lights are on ...

Wherever
they went, it was
in a hurry.

FrSI S YIS

Hey, Brell!
You getiting any
personal beacons?

Not: too Par. Look Por
signs of which way they
went. The grass is going

to make it hard.

Put your lights on.

Licutenant,
these marks ook
Lo Mme like
so0Meone's been
dragged.

.. Jou're
right. Through
bhat gap in bhe
trees back Ghere
and down into
bhat gully.

Are we ; No. Something that
setibing vp a b _. disappears a whole squad ...
base, sir? _ we're sticking together. stash
that helmet in the Rat and tell Brell
Lo join vs. Have her seal up the
Rat and make sure its
beacon's on.

B At least it doesn't |
. have a head init. 4

We'll do one Poray.
APter that we'll come back
here and make camp.




S on me!
s on me/

Pamn it,
Prager, get
clear!

Two of
Ehem/

Came out of
Pucking Oh, You're
nowhere ... kidding.

Pull it left,
Pragenr!
stay dewn! Shit!
I don't want to What are these
hit: Yyou! things made of 7

Pamn it, Linde, I
don't want it to Pall
on me!

Incoming!

I need range,
damn it!

Move!!

Not my Finest
performance ... at least it
was a concussion shell and not

H.E. The sun's up; I was out

Por hours.
" g X P Don't
3 N 'f"‘* - sge any L TR s
e - - bodies ... 50 e

that's good ...
dlso bad.

Beasts
didn't eat 'em,
thew'd have left a
Mess ...

Didn't
carry 'em off
8 eibher, not all of bhem
anyway. And I don't: Ghink
the squad would have «8

left the area without

2o, hypothesis: I Pell
out of sight when I jumped away
\ Prom the impact ... they all got:
' knocked out ... and something else

!

., carried them oPF and didn't see me.
( Something a litble more Hope my
sophisticated than beasts, Ear:ﬁg:qi E—ttﬂ



Pefinitely no
shortage of tracks ...
boo many. This is a lot

More activity than
dragging Pive soldiers

SoMeWhere ...

Now, whose are
those, and where are
they going?

Ah, there

we go.

- ... Ugh,
IBOT will sell & - ] This was a mistake.

those missile - . .
drones to anybody, . : , Not only am I in
but only the Cleit: vse w - what Peels like some
these dumb-looking ) - : kind of canyon, I don't
Prog robot,s. g : have a Machete.

I heed to loop
around a little to get
to bhe back of the
parade so I can Pollow
it Without them
seeing me ...

| = N, KNG N Getter torn
“‘*—”“",__faj T U, e around and
el ik 3 double back

before they--

OK, look, I'm
backing up, see?
I'm leaving! No need to
get upset!

Look what
I've got.

Nice big
dimost-rotten
piece of stinky

[T} | Ilillr E [r:l !
meat. Yom. Tou Woke Up

and now you''re
hungry, huh?




Thanks. I
was trying to
Pigure out where to
shoot: it Ghat would
do anything.

: Inside the
mouth. Or poke in
there with a stick. It
doesn't really hurt
bhem, but they don't
like iti, and they go
away.

Thew're not really
mean, they're just
always hungry.

You don't look like ™
Wou're with the

snakes. I don't lilke

Hell, no. 7 g e R them either. Any
I think they took ¥ I Lime thely see me, they But they're
the rest of my B8 & e Make their little robots ¥ going back now so
squad. ] e S g i & i come aPter me. I don't maube they'll be
; - let: them see me gone soon.

a nh".’ﬂ:ﬂ FE &

them much even EBack

They have a
camp. It's not where
they really live, that's P
Tliuri:.her away. sh Eﬁt:nyéaghe

camp#

I don't think they
like being in the woods. ; AR Y _ : et o -—an o
They'd rather send their . ik - : B, AR They lePt
robobs in. I didn't expect them Mt ¢ ) L] [T —— 2 03 ' a mess
to come back again. Whats your g ' 3. B T gl ) everywhere! .
name? o you always wear B iy M oy : S 1 gl b :
that:Z Are wou a soldier or
somebhing¥

I guess
they're going
back to where they
live. I hope they
g7 &= - don't come here
My name's - = - L. 3gain.
Randa, I don't - = - .
always wear this,
and I'm not 8
soldier. But I
vsed to be.

Where is
thatZ Do Wou
know?
I'm Treth.

Ok, we should
be quiet. It's
just ahead. Where the
Mountains start.
On the other side
of the golden
Pields.

Is that a
long wau?
It is iF wou're on Poot.
Leelee can do it in two
days. I think. I don't ever
go there.

Why would you want
to? The snakes will just
try to shoot Wou.

I know, but I'm
pretty sure they have the
rest of my squad, and I need
to try to get to them before
the ahpesh decide to kil

them. And they've got a
big head start.

WhatZ
. _ Leelee's a
WM ... I don't know SAT By : ; sweebie. Aren't

iP the Rat will let me in, M =N you, Leelee?
and I've also never driven one e
before ... I don't think I can
signal the dropship unless 1

boost my transmitter

SOMEROW ...

I don't understand any of
that ... but I ¢an give you a
ride. Will that help?




She eats a lot, but
there's so many of
those otari around, you
¢an almost walk up to
one and grab them.

Bulars are really lazy.
I can't Pigure out iP they'd
rather eat already-dead meat
because they like the taste, or

because it means they don't 4

have to hunt it and kill it.

I don't hate
them or anything.
They're all right. And
one of them, Ashi, I
really like her ...

She wants me to
stay there. she tells
me every time I visit.
She wants me Lo have

a Parm with her,

It's been a long time
since I went back to
town. Ashi and I ...

Pon't you
touch her!

She doesn't
do her own
hunting?

That's the
trade. She gives
me rides, I give

her Pood.

Anyway, iP I let her
hont I'd have to take the
carriage off, and that
takes a long time.

I staved until My
Mommas both died.
They'd have worried iP I
Was running around.

And I go back
and visit
sometimes.

Farming is the mos
boring thing ever.

Do you ...

You're
hot going to
sleep in all that,

are you?

b

do you do that?

St i

Go away
and leave vs
alone! You're
Making her

nervous!

Treth, iF she
wanted to hurt
Leelee, she could have
blown her into pieces /3
already. ,

Hey,
Unknown Unit,
st.and down, will
Wou? You're making
me a little
nervous Loo.

=

Treth ... Don't take this
wrong, but what are you

even doing here? There ish't
supposed to be anwbody on

The records ... I

Lhis planet ...

checked on this
syustem before I
came out ...

QP course, I also
know Lhere was a

person here at some point

-

Wwho wasn't supposed
to be, 50 ...
Well, I don't know
about any records.
There are people here,
though, Por sure. Not a lot.
Twenty, mauybe. Most of them
are in ... I guess it's kind of a
town. Really it's just a lot
of Parms close
together.

Hoh. I
don't think
anybody knows
they're there,
then.

You're not a
Parming type, I
guess?

No. I'm
trying to Pigure
ovt where I can put

it 50 I ¢an get it on
Fast when something
attacks vs in the
Middle of the
night.

IF anvthing
got close, Leelee
would yell.

Yeah, and then
I'd need to put it
on Past. '

@Go on, take
it oPP. I want,
Lo see what the
rest of wou
looks like.

I recognize you. You're the civ
that went down with the squad. What
did you do with them? They've missed

two checks and the APC is--

--5edled and unecrewed.
I know. They're presumed
captured. Probably by Cleit. Now: who the hell
We're pursuing. are You? Did the LC
send Wou?

I was already here. I stay on the =

aml dropship unless backup is needed. You two )

ok
B
W

ﬁ_ﬂ. 3

e
—

ALY

are all we could Pind Prom the air.

-

F

Oh! You're the one with
the prosthetics. Uh ...
Stheck? Is that right 7

e e S
o,

That's Pight. ...\
The whole squad?
And you're the )
purspit?
Let me svit up and ' Fill
You in on the way. Except ...
Treth, I don't think Leelee can

take that weight, can she?
That: suit looks like ...

—

500 kilos.
I can keep pace on Footb.

e




N

need to Pi

f_._ ___-‘-1'1-.__
... andwe “—,

gure

out what thel think j
they're doing,

becavse-- y T

]

N thag's =7,
not; a good ) 7,

anything they
can throw at me.
You've only got an
APE and wour Priend
there has rags
and dirt.

.-"i

That's

not actually ?'r,*_ il ”.-L..
MY worry--  Jy

'rli:-ﬁi;' ?EI — “h
B  Asthe
only one here
who's not a civilian,
I'm in charge, 0
just do it, all
right?

- o,

- o,

it
Pl

xrkl I'mnot

o .l e

e

/ concerned with \

to their base, Pall

[ that. When we get
back and let me

I\'. .
—

— A

"
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. AT THE FOOT OF THE MCOUNTAINS, THE CLEIT HAD MADE A SORT OF
/ IMPEG:HF’TU BASE OUTSIDE A LARGE TUNNEL LEADPING INTC THE HILLSIDE.

An actual road, too. A
lot of inPrastroctore Por
somebhing that isn't even

supposed to be here,

No PortiPications at
all. Foolish.

One or two heavy
cannon rounds shovld
completely disable that
dropship ... Then I £an
clean up the rest of
it.

) Whatz <=

I*.rr- got a clean shot,
they're ' hot even pauing any
attention! I can cut off

. their escape, and then--
i P

r listen to me.
Adjust your TX.
Focus past the

ship. What do you
see?

£

powered cage of

some kind? Looks
like there are
people in it ...

Ch, hell.

Right.

7 pull back and |
let's rebhink,
ouz

X

We're going to be waiting For
a while yeti--do wou want to take
oFP some of that?

No, it's hell bo put

back on again Without the

loading Prame, and I don't
have my limbs.

Pamn/
I've been seen!

.. I really blew it.

I covld have
endangered the squad,
and now the Cleit khow
we're out here and will be
prepared Por us ...

It's
recoverable. Don't
kick yourself too
hard.

At least you did
stop bePore blowing Up that
ship right next to them. I wish
Wou'd listened before,
though.

There's too
many of them! I
didn't know they

had that many!

F

I'm sorri.

" ahe's thinking
witih her suit,
not her head.

Veer Por

the trees and

take cover! They
don't like Plying into
woods this dense and

they won't Pire iP

they can't see

you!

The regular squads
don't like me. They call me
things. They hate that I come
along as backup.

[ hate being backup, but
hot because of that. I went
through a lot to become an exo unib.
I'm better armed and armored than that
whole squad put together, and I can do
more. 80 why isn't bhe Navy putting
together whole exo squads? Why
don't they really vse vs?

... L wanted to save all
their asses, That'd shob them
Up. And maybe show the Navy

something too.

I wasn't
Lhinking about
anything bub

that.

Sometimes the
easy way is the
hard way.

Pon't worry, we're still
going to save their asses.
We're just going to be more

sneaky, is all.

You may have done us a
Pavor. Now the Cleit will be
looking Por vs to come Lp the
road again, and we won't be.




WE WORKELD OUR WaY ARCUND THE EDPGE OF THE LITTLE VALLEY THE BASE WasS [N.

| Their homegrown
The ahpesh use robots Por all robots all suck, so they've been o «

their Pighting because they don't P L,
: Wing Prom other places. Those IBOT
trust bhe Pumwah bo do ib. Fiyers were desighed Por police vse. They
¢an run avtonomously, but they alseo
have a central control L S
SoNMEWhere, 089

80 that's Y i o
CAsk sre. . T

\ Just
- noticing that
cave back
there.

Yep. Once
we've shut
them down, we
can go to the
Pun parst.

; 1S
Treth, wait ' . i
until the Pun - §
starts to do your '

bit., OKZ I don't
3 |
b _ Probably not
- important.

want you getting
\
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Nice night: Por a
walk, huh?

Don't mind me. el Funlab el
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Ayo!
GEoing
soMmewhere?

That's right,
. they're not We didn't want .
=|l| 1] HNRREDP" : You getting any ideas Th[ﬂgﬁ;ﬁﬁ; gfgﬁ ﬂﬂz J&F}EFE
III'II'I'I'l““““" about maybe doing = X :

something nasty to them just
becavse Wou were losing, o
g our Priend got them all out
4 ::P while we were plaving
“I -‘___1 EEQ. gﬂf‘r’l_d_
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> Sixis alot of
ahpesh in one place,
actually. They ron their
e ras - N ships on skeleton
— nSHES Crews.,

There just aren't a lot
: ! of them, and everyone else
_ Let's get you - pretends they don't know that
into one of these becavse We try to avoid

cages now. Would you like humiliabing them. Sometimes
to cooperate and spare T'm nob sure Whi. It would have been
me tihe tirouble of g Much tovgher i we
shooting Wou? o hadn't turned off all
their robots Pirst.
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7 Wehave L e Nal S Listen up, snake! 1{“"‘;; _::=""".'
nobhing bo say to e S Where are the other WHES o S ANNNARREDR
you. You bhink to S
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humans? The Pirst squad. WlES

3

P HH " S| help them ... what R B ‘i—* | We Pound their armor and gme o s
N R can you do? You will JEIE % A A\ Weapons. What did YoU et Eai ;'"";..'Ill.ll
ﬁ\ they speak some Trade*, Mg Gy 0 ke e ML O\ aowiththenz AWgs e SR RRRRRERRER
planet. B ] o - L £ s .

P %\ s0]don't have to get /i
'L s Mough about it? \
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I'M not sure (e
what You tbhink is | e
going on here, but

it's not--

Uh, Lievtenant ...
let's move away Prom
these cages and all

have a chat
together.

- _ thing is: Where are the
cmg;ﬁ s Pumwah? The ahpesh don't do . ﬁbthlf; s ﬁﬂ?gp
but ahpesh have - anything Without their labor Mo A ot AES I do know the ahpesh
really good & , Porce. They hate to [Pt a PuMWah dacidin ch s wouldn't bring Pumwah
hearing. L8 = Pinger themselves. T cciding they | on a mission iP it was
: . ~ on't want 6o pub Up WIthR ~ — pymwah they were
Lheir working planning to Pight.
conditions any
more ...

15 or was.
There's old mining

i I%%}Ei’:: H?haaﬂ Lieuter}an 6, You can't
here. Those get, much Prom ahpesh even ; o
rusty things Stheck's ¥ when thew're Priendly. Doesn't reafirl.; Eﬁ‘%ﬁﬂﬁ‘ggg i,
standing between J matter. We know the ahpesh got to the behavin g weirdly. Th ;H'f' P
are beamdrills. 4 squad. I don't think they Would have killed asshatea, Dot bh EU"‘;-’ Wik et ally
bhem. Why capture them, bring them here, W pejligerent; like this. I bhink there's

just to kill them? somebhing down in that mine they

Either the squad escaped--and they WA %’f E@Tﬂit ;;g’}':;iﬂﬁ:rg“aﬂ';”ﬁte-

r
Could e AnYWhana - of Thel he dowr reinforcements Por whoever or

in the mine. I think they're in :
khe mine. whatever's down there.

Though that makes our
next move interesting ...

We have a lot: of Pirepower,
especially with stheck. Fight our
way in slowly?

Hey, [ady, here's
a burst: wou're not
MY squad leader. I
don't have to give a
shit: what you think &
is abadidea. A8

I'd like to
propose a
different idea.

Ok, Prager, oW Mines vsvally have some
: | bhis is your oy 8l obher way in. An airshaPt
W Ok, 50 what? g . - . 5quad leader L - somewhere uphill Prom here, if
N Why do we ¢are who | : s Speaking. T nothing else. IP we can get a small
ﬁ the snakes are hazzed - B e team in Prom behind, we ¢an at least
o about? You think our T ‘ g Pind out what we'd be running
é'i people are down there? ' | i ks X into if we went in the Pront.
That's all we need. We go [ It's aPucking I don't bhink we
A down, get them out;, bad idea. ' lose anybhing by
and go home. L trying that Pirst,
: anyway.

That's _ $o That sounds

. : like you're
p;gg ?gé%é volunteering.

I think she's
right: about what they : ;
want, so why are they just \am sure, Whi not? This
¥ sibbing here? IP they thought : job's gone so Par off
EHEH had EHGUQH EEFEHQbh Lo : J course EiFE’adH G You're bhe one wWho

storm in, they d have done it T wanted to come!

already. They've probably b All right,, wWho else are
tried and gotten their s Wou taking?
asses kicked.

That does put a hold on one thought
I had, though. stheck's the only one who
¢an signal the dropship, unless we go all
the way back tio the Rat.

You sure
that's a good
ideda? I mean, Lh,
look at her ...

I can try to

) hail them bePore . . -~
we go ... €3 & U A GORMDE

I saw her hunt : £
down two deer, in : 4
almost no light, with a "3 3
spear. In under an hour. <

Also, bhose creatures that [ - S £
attacked vs? They're called [EER g - ' T iR
bulars and she tames

them. éhe's using one ,
as a vehicle. Besides, I know I

can work with her. No
oPPense, but some of
your squad, I'd have to |IB
Mmurder afPter ten |
minutes ouk.

NN
)

Use the comms in the Cleit
dropship. It's @ human model, one of

| ‘ have noidea those lousy Electrons, and thew haven't

who You mean.

bothered to change the markings, so
they probably haven't relabeled the

y All Pight, carry on. controls either.
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i 4 7 WY1 thought this might be  ~m il = R At least wou got a
o > § (9 what Wou had in mind. i 3 JEE S, neural gun.
’ % AirshaPt, my ass. ' i

’ 1
e ] o

Ey \ I‘ i u'ﬁr " There's probably an afrﬁhapbﬁ":'; g o
: S SRR 00. BUE why climb @ mountain and
L B then rappel down? This cave has wind

8. blowing out of it. It connects bo &

soMeLhing. Your Pinger is too
big to Pit into the
trigger guard.

You're the only ohe
of us who can tangle
with a Pumwah by brute
Porce and expect to walk
away Prom it. Use your
body. Toss them around
if you have to.

Do I really .. A - . _
y | heed to use this | You really do. T g

..._~____x‘__5trange gun? ﬂ‘-... e know You prefer
sd - - physical combat, but T
that's a big mistake
With Pumwah. They'll But don't use

Crush you. YoUr guns vnless You
&3 absolutely have to, Stheck. I'm
- thinking the Pumwah aren't really
These neural guns were the problem here, and I don't want
designed by the ahpesh to vse on bo kill or seriously hurt any of
N7 Pumwah. They hurt. They'll knock one them unless I learn
' out, iP you can hit them Por more than a different.

W\ Pew seconds. Not much else does,
)\ except when they run into a wall
o hard enough.

Look at that. I
guess we won't
have to rappel

Oh ... look at these weird plants!

Set out in beds ... s0 they're growing
Lhem on purpose ...

-~ Ml over the place, boo. Not
enough of them to be Por air
cleaning, though. And too many to
be just Por the hell of it.

No.
Turn oPP your
big lightis,
would wou?

I hear
movement, but I
don't: see anybody. I
Lhink we can advance
a litGle.

@et away From them!
Pon't breathe near them
iP you can avoid it.

[ remember where
I've seen them. That's
Pynchon's Pungus.

Randa, wou and I need to
switich to our closed air.
And we need to Pind
soMething Por her.

j No, it's a slow
buildup. You'll be Pine
iF you don't staw down
here too long. But the
[ess You get, the
better.

Why would
anybody grow
somebhing like

that?

To refine For
bioweapons is My
guess. Right,
Stheck?

Which of course is
completely--

It worked!

‘Course it
worked. Come on,
run! Every Pumwah in
this mine heard her
squealing.




o Look at this stuPp!
They've got those two big
beamdrills, and three Torvs they
must have stolen Prom the Serae
SoMehow ... Couple more pieces of
rusty artillery ... iP all of this still
Pires, then we were smart to come
They must in the back way.
think the ahpesh
are trying to o )
attack. abraight to This Mmight work in
the defenses ... our Pavor. Let's see iP we
: ¢an get around them While
they're all Pocvsed on the
Mmain access.

OK, but For
what?

[ 2
: Beready.
We think there's at least one s
human down here, rightZ And they've Whan L davessunize
been down here Por a while, and it sounds
like they don't want to breathe the air in
here Por too long.

the door they'll know
we're coming.

e
A

Therefore ...

I know. You're going
through bhat B +o have to stay in reserve.
door. There's a couple of shadowy
corners over there where you
can probably avoid the
Pumwah seeging you.

I'll keep You
Lpdated.

Wait, that's not a skandard Oh, I'm Jao‘hing For bhem
-- Wou aren’t Navy? too, but that's kind of a side

eFPect. And they'll get ouk. You, on the
other hand, I'm gufn% to want to tell
One, bwo, three, Pour, Pive ... six. Mme a story so I can decide
squad's Five. whether to let you sit here.
Which of you is Merlon Mkenzie? \

-

The one whose

unﬂerweaq we're I don't understand.
borrowing.

atart with the
poisonous Pungi. You know,

the ones that are probably
illegal?* Did you make a deal with
the Cleit because that didn't
bother them, or becavse
Pumwah aren’t afPected
by the stuPP?

At least I
assume they're not.
= IF you're killing them
Me? oPP slowly, wou're more
horrible than I
You came thought.
locking Por
mez

No, it
W;i fgé' doesn't aPPect

Lhem at all.

Look, the buyer wasn't
working on bioweapons, OKZ I wouldn't
have gone there. They wanted it Por medical
research. A lot of it. One big load, and ['d make 5
# A CONDITION OF THE HUMAN-SERAE CEASEFIRE twenty times my costs, even aPter the 48

15 A TOTAL BAN &N MAEING OB BESEABRCHING split with the Cleit.
BIOLOGICAL OB CHEMICAL WEAPONS.

The Pumwah have rigged vp a lot of
{50 bhen what? The ahpesh X" yos Though they wouldn't — dePenses, but they only work becauvse the main ,
decided to cut Yov 0UEZ  have known where to sell ib. 30 ... 1 entrance is a bottleneck. Outside in the open, the ahpesh The important
' guess you couvld say I organized the bots can take us all to pieces. S0 we have a stalemate, and we question is whether any of
.~ Pumwah. They were sick of the , sit: here in the only saPe air, wearing his ¢lothes and living on You can commuonicate with
: ahpesh anyway ... the Mushrooms the Pumwah grow Por their Pood. them. My throat isn't built
— b \ Which are horrible. to speak Pumwah.

~ Except you didn't realize
¢/  the ahpesh would go Por
scorched earth, hoh? They're
losing their captive labor right ,
. and lePt and it's making i * Nor mire ...
o EheM Mean. A | . but there are

. 5 two Pumwah
{, did the rest of you \ = here who speak

get cgﬁgﬂ; vp in y _ [l Pergati. It took
(54 me a While to
learn that. They
don't want the
ahpesh to
know.

We were sent to
investigate a report of
illicit bioweapons
research.

We didn't even <
readlize the Cleit were on
the planet until they
captured us.

They thought Wou e

were coming in as Can't imagine why.
reinforcement:s Por him and GH.rljcru -:19 the talking.
the Pumwah. They thought Thew're suspicious of our

that about the squad sent | team, especially aPter
to look Por g!a?} too. - Treth knocked one oub.,

Then you But what do I

escaped, obviously. tell them?

Whi'd Wou hide in the It Pelt likea o
Minez? better bet. We didn't Tell them the ahpesh are

even have any clothes, let all captured and the bots are ™
dlone weadpons, and the rest disarmed. "
of the planet has some nasty
wildlife. And the ahpesh
didn't: seem to be able to likely to get suspicious soon-- but When
get in here. we get everybody out of here, we'll
Pigure out the rest.



IT Was DAwN WHEN WE ALL CAME OUT.
I THINK LT. CORTICA WAS IMPRESSED. v

¥ ] )
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Well, look at this.

We have all your
Arsar and weapons,
They just threw them

into & stiorage

container, . . I tried out an

I'm Fine. j ; ided on Lievtenant ;
S0 everybody's out, but Foss on the way up. We

B oot s - W there's still a lob of cleanup. I both hink it'll work, ie we
’;’GE{}L F 'if;;:”' - back 26 oun A7C. - imagine wou'll want to burn the can sell it. But You're in

' : Pungus, and Mkenzie's a question ... command and 1 don't

but mostly, we have tio Pigure out want to step on your

what: to do about the Pumwah. IP the boes ..
ahpesh just hunt them down--and
they're angry enough to try
to--there was no point in
their leaving the mine.

Anv I in command? Seems like
Wou've been running the show.

¥ ... Nah, I'm just giving

Wou grief. Your ideas have

done well so0 Par. What do
You have in mind?

WE ALL TOOK A MOMENT TO REGROUP. SOME OF US NEEDED FOOD, SOME OF U& NEEDED 4 SHOWER. BADLY. oy
THEN WE HAD SEVERAL HOURS OF PREFPARATION TO DO BEFORE WE WERE READY TO DEAL WITH THE AHPESH. You have no right--!

THERE WERE ALL KINDS We have a claim to this planet. J

OF AFFAIRS TO SETTLE. g ER Y _ Well, you see, we
' ' Pound somecne had been
y growing some illegal plants in that
What did ; abandoned mine. In keeping with
Randa ... Hou do¥ . - Federation policy, we had to
nheed Your help " destroy them.
with something. .

_.—-—""'-F-

We also Pound a lot of
Pumwah who requested asylum.
We've transported them
ofP-planet and we'll be taking
bhem elsewhere.

No you don't. There's no
Cleit: settilement here, and your
presence is unoPficial. I bet your
government doesn't even know
You're here,

Now, you could press the
_ 4 : = : = A | b - ol issve, but that might be
aure, e R - : ; ' - T '3 ' & = Y interpreted by the Federation as an
Treth. What's e~ everything. And [ | AN 08 S B ondue interest in what was going on in
wrong? e e s now You jail vs S — : = . bhat mine. Which You know nothing
e B orkill us. sl WEeE S ! s s SRR about, of course.
B Ch, no, we i s 2
wouldn't do that. §
= We're going to let & :
You go. On one Get oPP Lhis R Do you want to risk sanctions
condition. & planetright now. Go a8 BRI by both the human and Serae
s back to your ship, leave SRR jovernment? That would be bad Por

B this system, and don't h i st Bt dn's ibZ
< Some back. | ASE NS Your main business, wouldn's it

-

-h'-

5 ~Nkenzie, sela
" They know we \ & Tureu sent; me o Pind
/can beat them in a\ ou. She's not happy you
" Pight, and there's \ > ' disappeared With her
{r “nothing Eﬁr i:.he;g hfrﬂ g iveelinenh.
now, 50 they're takin o
their 055 .. X . and m:rbg fa _ - , s~ DBetween us, that was
bothering to ask » - the dumbest of all the dumb
| Whebher we could * . things You did.
| actually evac twenty B e, - -
\ Pumwah, or Whethen f58 e
"'-., the Federation 5.‘-‘“ ~ I wasn't going to
A\ actually cares. 4 /" disappear with it! It was
B . o v/ an actual business venture.
{1 When I made the sale I was
going to repay her investment
“A and then some. I only lied to

/ Bumwah will o ;
/ g i her about what the
. _ao— / do Pine living on \~aiSe et MR businesswas.
Yourea ™ [ the planet, R - - [
_ good irar' —_-_'_H"""“‘* especially since A" e 73 . % Y
' we let them strip e P Well, you're %

the camp Por o sure not going to

P - S
Not: really. e - \supplies. No one . Ay : 2
Only iP I have My N s it find - A e k"‘-’*’ G088 ko hapay

'- : story ready in R\ P { bhem 2 W e AL S e
a"?ﬂ advance. 4 WA (N - ﬁ’?’ YR M E”;h }_P, |
N . _ B = 2z 9 o A #2~" ghe told me to bring her - O,
T e o e % Andthat T S W7 oither a sighting of you alive or that's not a
But I also ¢ : = leaves only T o 8 e AR Sy conPirmation of you dead. Now what ' bad idea.
N knew they N | one loose end [ e U T5e M should I tell her? 1P I say you're alive,
N wouldn't; look [ = to clean up. JE - e i e she'll keep looking Por wou and she'll Pind
' closely Por & = i o "l E 4 Wou. IP I say wou're dead, and she gets
' holes. 4 . SR R, 3 sighbing of you later alive, we'll
' ' o o =F: £ both be in real trouble.

uheuavgll by SRR = TP oy f* : Treth has a

i ' suggestion.
ﬂﬁfg;:ﬂ?g:\h ':10”"‘;_ - IguﬁﬁIcnuld 9

s

Don't bake too
long, we all want to ;._

get out of here. ﬂ..ﬁ’-

G oy




You must be

Just tell her to go o
kidding. : ' the Parm. she knows what that
- Leelee, this man's means and she knows where it is.
Look, you agree it's not going to take you back to Keep reminding her. She gets
saPe Por wou to leave this Ashi. T want wou to be nice distracted
planet Por a long time, right? Lo him, Ok? He's all right, \ :
Maybe ever. You want to try I 5aid so0. :

s0rviving in the wild? It's s X - It'll take you Pour
rough out there. e O dauys. Don't travel aPter
d dark. You should probably
Be good Por ¢ sleep Up here in the
Ashi ... T'l 8 carriage, it's saPer.
MIsS MO0, ,

I guess you can't
hunt, huh? The big ¢rate
has dried meat. Give her one
piece in the morning, one in the
Middle of the day, and one When You
stop at night. You can eat it too,
but you'll need to cut it pretity
spall. I lePt wou my axe.
There's water in the big
botitile thing. :

When you get:
there, look Por Ashi.
She'll take care of
Leelee. Tell her ...
7 She's made other

... Gell her I'm
arrangements, sorry I didn't want

to stay, and it's not
her Pault.

- I ADMIT I HADPN'T BEEN SURE UNTIL THEN THEY'D BOUGSHT THE STORY.

' ' -‘1“"‘-.
: We're going to punch out ™
in PiPbeen minutes. -

Everything in ordenr?

It was a
pleasure and a
privilege.

Yes, sir. I was just on
MY way back to the cradie.
We'll be ofP in Pive.

Uh ...

.~ likewise.
y A
7 ¥
: : Y /e ¥ The quartermaster
S . s wouldn't let me reimburse, even
re ' A X though I'd told them I was
' 1 T A ,. buying, not borrowing ...
: A couple of sets of old
Patigues and a work suit
- Fig® ot At St that's been patched six
n . el o) - : g e times. We can spare it. Ib's
Thi A ' BOIRLSER T the least we ¢an do.
1R | . s AW R You're sure you
i i ; R - _ \ T o A don't want to punch
3 et d : :
H . i
. s K=
\ E\ ) g B
: J ; -

ph - e 4 e 'i;- ;. g I've got @ conbract. IP the
\m . ] | . 2| ' St .
'r : i

: - - Perry shows vp and I'm not here to
i * B e, I DOREY be on it, he'll be worried.
. i | -' L 5 SRR 4 Thank you, though.
/- /) : . 4
- I know ... \
You're back! Does that M JUSE S0 excited Go
mean we're leaving s0on? va Sacg doNavnens b
Most people, T
think, if they were
. basically enterin
civilization Por the Pirst ; d
time, would be a little bit 1 [
nervous about it. : f
I'M liPting oPF the carrier becavse
it's about to leave, but we have two
days' wait, remember.
You'll have to
be patient.
I'm oo
excited to be
nervous! . -
._ -

Though ... I don'ts v

really know how I'm going

.
to get started. There are all .
kinds of things I'll need to
learn, right?

-
L]
- " . »
o4 ﬁ
- a -
- 3 . 50 NoW We just have
Allkinds of things. - to Pigure out What to do
While we wait¥
But I'm taking wou to a
Priend who can help Wou out » I showed Wou
with all that. she'll get: you % how to watch
started. Don't worry. Mmovies ... .~ _les...
but I think something else
would be more Fun.
N
I don't think we ¢an do
that Por Ewo days.
. _ ... We could tiry,
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