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Clayton?
Wha--smmph’

MMPMGMM/

Monica Barker hasn't been in a good mental
place a lot of the time afber events of the
past Pew months, and has mostly been
hiding inside her personal space. But she

does [ike to take a run every day.

Later that night, Pavline Barker is Pinishing a relaxing
and entertaining evening at a discreet venve.

Ihope
everything was
satisPactory.

T

As ever, Ms.
Choi. You and wour
staPf are .I
ovtsbanding.
- o

e, -

'h___‘_-_-_._._,_

You khnow, I
wouldn't have
thought Wou were
the type.

Oh, now, don't be
too hard on her.

These days, she
only does what I tell
her to do.

But enough
about her.
Let's talk
about you.

Clawton?
How did wou--7

... Ms. Choi, I'm very
disappointed in you.
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J.ﬂﬂer G’ﬂﬁ::r c:rF' truing, we'd Pinally collected some vsePul
gossip: the Woman Who had reopened Bianca Zildan's club
Wds the same person as Clayton Ear#e’r s new "partner.”

........

A Pew hours of surveiliance was enough to confirm that | B

this partner was bhe missing Mesmerizing Melinda.

Why hadn't Wou T
tracked her here g
before this? &

Can't track
everybody all the time.?
We've been so busy
getting dirt on Clavton I
haven't kept an eye
out Por her.

B \Worried S
= about being seen WS
even with the
50its on?

Oh. They only work when
Wou could plavsibly be
someone the person doesn't
khow. Or at least doesn't care
about. Public places, mostly,
ideally crowded ones.

s0Meone on a roof where
they aren't supposed to be,
Wou might not care iF they're a
stranger, you still know they're
hot suppesed to be there,

same problem
witih that clob,

We'd better get down ’ unPortunately. They have a
bePore she sees us. : . doorman. They're t‘-oa likely to

Elsewhere, serehe and Lugivs Barker have just
Pinished a lovely meal. But Serene is edgy.

I'm
worried aboutb
being seen.

WhyZ You
look great.

W NotwhatI
Ml Mean, you clown,
B and you know it.

I do.

But this is why I
spggested an early
dinner. These
streets are nearly
empty and--

Later that night ...

Josiah Barker _
hates leaving Josiah!
his personal Long bime no
space. Whole : - see.
Months go by
With him nob
seen anywhere
eise but the
boardroom.

However, s
difPicult as his
relationship
Witk his son
Brendan can
be, when the
latter asks him
to come ovt For
an emergency
chat, he does.

That doesn’t
Mean he has to
be happy about

it, Ehough.

e

II.-"'

7~ Members d:aappnar-mg '
_\ probably they're all just hiding in <
\._ their own spaces so they don't have
( tolisten to Serene and Lucivs' '}
~——  Cries of doom ... e
" It combinvesto =
__,L baPPle me why Brendan
.. voluntarily lives in this horrible
=___L par*t c:P the .-::f:-u
*&

"""1-

Meanwhile, Leyna has come to
Ruby's place vnexpected(y.
T haven't gabfg?n" __
/  any response Prom e oyl ;
| Midmghb It's been hours. | -~ 1did Some checking
. I've tried to reach her ~———  around. It Sounds like
S soveral waus. e 7 several of the key Barkers have
just ... vanished. No one's sure
What's happerned, or in @ couple

of cases, even how long
they've been missing.

—

AS Yol MAY HAVE GATHEEED BY N&Ww/, A
LOT OF THIS ISN'T &2ING TE MAKE MUCH
SENSE UNLESS yOUWVE BEAD S5 #12. 52
&2 BEAD THAT FIRST. WE CAN'T PEOVIDE
EONTEXT CLUES FOR #12 HEBE ... WE'D
HAVE T PUT AN ASTERISK &N HALF THE
DlALLEUE BUBBLES IN THIS ISSUE. =T

Uhexpected. Does the
rest of the Pamily know how
cozY Wou two are? I bet

47 4 have a good idea of everyone
thabrﬁ-fri:;lﬁs-ﬁ? Erfa king who's inside, 50 someone could
our necks. 5ay "Hew, who's that person
I don’t know?"

1
‘I
%,

Well, bhis is

Josiah doesn't,. He'd
probably have an
aneurysm.

And I prefer

to keep it that

way. What are you
doing here, Clayton?
2urely Brendan doesn't

want to warn you

about missing

Pamily.

He doesn't
have to. I'm the
reason they're
Missing.

Well, part
oF the
reason. You--

What are you
5aWing? Are you
just admibting
that you've done
something to--
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4 Claykon, how about —
{ Wou just Puck right: oPf 1

"i'.

£
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We'll have to
Lhink of anobher
way, then.

Assuming we
decide to take her on
in the club at all. That
Might be a bad idea.

@ive that some
thought. I need to go
talk to Midnight. Tell her
what we've [earned.

_—

-H""H._

and avoid the rush? Lur:ms bhis is a trap.

¢

"‘x? -*"'-T\ We need to get out of here _,.-}
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BePore
what?

This will be
interesting. I've
never tried to do

two at once.
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beFore--
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Ty '\.;\ - g _l_‘_‘-‘-‘-‘-
" gimmer down, ™
*"Jn;nah doesn't: do to'\
get too vpset at your
\ age. You might have
\, @ stroke. /

i P
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- ~
" And don't Worry
[ about Brendan, not \'I
\ bhat you ever have. |
-....H‘He'5 in good hands. /
s T

e | S5l
f I have :amebadu ke \
~ I'd like you to meet.
 8he's going to change )
. MWourlife.

{' You don't }

\ wear hats.
\ J
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7 Anyway, iP you're

( right--and you probably )

“~._ are--what now? -~

e
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" I'Mnot

/~ vnconcerned, I'm just ™
( stumped. Hell, we hadn't
\ even Pigured out how to

",
S,

SEETRUDE, MY

LEWVE,

SUESTIEN

THE
EEMAlN

WHAT DO WE D¢
ABOUT YOUR
MOTHERT

You know
the implication
there is that
Midnight's one of
those Barkers,
right 7

C'mon, Ruby.
You already
guessed that.

IF this isn't

Claqban and
Melinda's work, I'll

eat my hat.

tackle the club yet.




A Pew days later.

I Pigure, wou take
Josiah's shares and
Pauline's, they're on your
side of the tree ... I'll take

Lucivs’ and Serene's. Monica's i
shares are worth less than e

her phone StUPP, should 4 We'll worry
we split bhab? ¢ about Ham when
@e Pind him, and as

For--

R | E i, -

| ] I‘-.'-.'\‘.\ -~
1
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7 liey, I'm looking Por
a Priend of mine. She
L Used to live here.,

oo

Lying around in your
bnderwear, staring at the
vpholstery ... that's the
B kind of thing I do, not you.

Have you slept?

-.———_-_____

— s

— s
e

... Leke just goes along H"‘“w...__
7 with what the most senior
{ person in the room tells him to do. |
\ Even Brendan, who likes him, /

. 5aus he has no spine. _~

But if he suddeniy
discovers one, I'll hand him
over to Wou.

Now, tell me about the ones
Wou've already got.

” __-"f)‘i
e -:II B I
P - 'y

Come on
out, Zeke, we
heard you.

I was jusb--1
came by to see if
anyone was here. Why
isn't anybody
answering their
phones? What's
going on?

——

" 1t's a coup, N\,
/ leke. Want in¥ We
[ can give you a cut.

' Maybe you can bake
\Monica's shares. /

g

- |

I don't see how it
¢an be anything else.
Clawton doesn't really do
private scenarios and he
has to know it'd be a

C That's been their idea
giant red Plag.

the whole time: We watch
him, and meanwhile she does
the nasty stuprpP.
.
Let's be
constructive. Right now
the only way we can get into
that space is to be there when
; , f she goes in, and exploit her
Josiah are all in a private doorway. Now, the suits
space I can't trace without won't help vs in the
Midnight's access. No other clob
inPormation available. she couvld
\ be wrecking their brains right
how and I can't do
anything.

Lucius, serene,
Pauline, Monica and

Brendan
and Ezekiel have been
turned Up in the same
locations as Clawton several
times, so they're either
compromised or
they're inonit. -~ 1t's a
Pucking

I didn't krnow takeover.

Wou cared that much.,
Skill, I wouldn't wish
Melinda's Pun and games
on anybody.

You're
assuming this
private space is
soMething she
Whipped vp.

S0 what is
this? The arcade
portion?

- OF these machines are For
people bo customize their consort
For the back rooms. But the two
here in the Pront are definitely
games, yes.

In this one,

Uh ...
{ OMK, yeah.
b Sure.

Wouldn't matter iP
they did. She couvld be
entering the space Prom
anywhere. We covld watch
the club Por weeks and
hot see her make a
portal.

sure, but I'm
betting she goes in
sometimes Prom the club,
just becauvse it seems like
she's spending 50 much
time there.

You think we covld
brute-Porce some of her
staPP into telling us things?
She doesn't run the place
by herself.

This is

dePinitely a ... I mean,

Wou've got some really

vhusval phusical stuff
going on here ...

All but twoe are in
here. Let me show
You around.

Most of it is Azv.
She's gob a genivs Por
it. She's come up With
some things I wouldn't

have thought were
possible.

— N
/ﬁ"' Wait.. —_—
Y You're saling e
i that's not a

s silicone doll in
BRbLR " there?

ai -
Fol s BERE
.

U SshiNot solovd N
. / With cusbomers nearby. g
« 3 Yes, it's an actual person, '
- But they Lhink they're a toy. g
2 And the more oPten somecne
il plays with them, the more
; that gets reinforced. keeps
me Prom having to worry

ey

the plaver can pick a
variety of tows and
manipulate them with those
controls to do what they
like to the person in
bhe case.

St about bhem breaking
® b out of it.

S00n they
won't remember
they aren't just an
object, or that they

ever were *
anything else.

There isn't really
a goal, much less a
reward, but people seem to
enjoy watiching her
redctions as they play
With her.




15 there--
15 someone in that
one too?

Why, Clawton!
wasn't
expechking you to go
squeamish,
especially given the
way you talked
bePore we
began.

= '-.1:.."' : - \
A A 3
“Don't
erase them,"
You said, "until
: p we know Por sure
B ~ we don't need their
o Minds. Apart Prom
that, do anwthing
L{q : Wou want to them
% as long as no one
$ i ' T Finds them.
customers
only allowed to You dreamed of
use those making them suPPer. Don't
toys? You dare deny it.
No, they can vse IP anuything, my outicomes are
bheir Pingers, or stick their inder thar %om?s. At least in my
dicks in if they Peel up to it. s¢enarios there's a good chance
Sometimes it happens. They they're enjoving it. You'dhave
usvally have to be pretty dronk tidken bhem o @ back room
Pirst. Especially if there and hit them over and over
dre spectators. with a baseball bat.
ose Loo BN aznect of Lheir fondo — - f’ ' ”w : g e
| mnm ¥ = ) £ o a0 i) o ’ = I"r' ] #[F ¥
| N0 N M - :
! ! 1! !‘-- = ) L)

And
then wour
living sex doll
goes back into

Ehe BoK- 2 o which

oF these are
they?

Do you
really need to
know? I think it
Might: be better iP
Yoo don't.

Come on,
Melinda, you can't
do that bo me. Ab
least tell me what

A0k, Farage

Wou did Witk Lo
Josiah. g
([# r [/
. i
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=
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Qur best bet to try bo squeeze 5f:rme inPormation looked
like it Might be Sophia Lee, one of Melinda’s hostesses.

e 7] St
A A, |
| Al AN ACRSESEE
- K - —
. ’ [P =

You can't be custiomers,
Who are you? [ don't khow
you. I can't talk to you. I

e - ' BAY only talk to
' - customers,

Ma, Lee?

We need to talk
Lo You.

Look, Ms. Lee,
this is serious. Your
boss is doing very bad
things. You have to
tell vs what you
know.

IP you don't, My
Priend here is, Lh,
likely to get kind of
rough. She's not as
patient as I am.




Welcome!

_ What services m "'1 We
oPPer Wou this evening? We have
.za'w‘i.:'h-ﬁ f-"l:| noF ... 3 wide
selection *:-ll‘

Welcome! How

come! We have a wide sele

Are you interested in our private
rooms? '-f".'ha:. s jour rrﬂ"'ﬂr'sm =T

Shit, we
broke her.

Melinda broke
her. We just
triggered it.

HopePully iF
we leave her
dlone she'll reset
or something.

Poudras Allen.
Number one.

I should have
guessed that Melinda
i Wasn't going to have any
. staPf she hadn't put
: her hooks in.

o > But, damn it, that *
”H means we're not gamg *.
to get anuthing out of anul..
of them, and that L
was-- '

o il I e L VP

= 5 ) ¥ e

-;'E-\.
T

X T
N - _1 . .

I've

been trying to i I guess I'm not

— ' sprprised you don't
= remember. Here, lemme
o take Ghis junk ofP.

#1Poydras Afley
wasn .!; r: o0 Par awaH .
was expec cting when I reach you Por

knocked, but AAYS! o €8 ok |
whatever it was, it Quick, T YW i -
wasn't what I got. come in before = e > Gina Howard?
SoMeone ' P RN - Wow. That's a new look
sees. : 17 a0 4 Por you. I like the hair,
' bl e though.

Thanks. I'm not
spre I do. This is
| mostly Por practicality.
It was getting in the
_Way When we jump.

This
is Esperanza.
She vsed to work
For Percy
Furlough.

Uh ... have we P’
no? : sorry there's no
NabRaroa: Purniture. We have to
move a lob. You can sit on
. Lhe bed if you want.

When everybhing happened--you ; .
know--'"Ranza and I were both kind i
of at a loss. We hooked vp and we in
thought mavwbe we'd go into :
business. Run a ¢lub oP our own. ~ We were open Por three ™~ e o
days. Claybon Barker came in “\ e o [ Lhink we 2an

shut Us down, We rePused and r-arl- . .
: GINA AND ESPERANZA WERE ; while. It sounds like you
Claybon and that Melinda woman have W o7 INVOLVED IN THE EVENTS IN AL tWo are on the run Prom
been aPter us ever since. They SLEEPER S&UAD #6, WHICH THIS o something?
bhink we're @ threat. I wish B, CONVERSATION BEFERS TO. =T i ¥
they were right. < '

Melinda is the real : e LS
problem. Clavbon's just a P could
nvisance by himselP, but she can " o0 :
¢ause major damage. We believe IS 51’3‘29
she's got some people in a private ﬁf””‘gf b;"
space and is probably doing nasty er clobs
things to them. But we can't get into =5 2l
that space to help them. The only -,
way is to be around When she . '
goes in, and use the door hkﬁf [ﬂwgn%hgﬁ E’ : 0
before she closes it. s0re. Why?

Melinda runs a secret @
¢ ¢lub, inside the other one. "~-,~
We've started calling it the
Back Cluob. She lets people into it;,
and she lets thewm out again |

when they're done. ,.-" e——

L1
hy
S

o> All sealed vp. A r_‘J'r:;h That does

_ﬂ_{ sound like what we're |
looking For. ./

o

._‘.




We haven't
Pigured out what the
rules are Por who gets an
invite. High rollers? People
she likes? Definitely nob
strangers, though. You can't
just show up and ask to
go into the back.

A couvple of nights (ater. A customer
has just Finished vp in one of
Melinaa’'s special private rooms.

[: redlly do just)
\JWwant a doll. £

.
"'-.‘_‘ .“-.
'\."'l-._
,
",
Ty

o

-

-
B
~ Would ™
Wou like 6o know
a secret, Mr.
Sharpe?®
They are real
peaple.

20 if you're
bhinking about
going in as a
customer ...

It's even worse than that.
Suppose she opens it and we're
there. We can't just run in, disguised
or not.. She sees two strangers
running Por her portal, she slams
it shut. The end.

But I have an idea.
Are you two inkerested in helping?
It could get: a libtle dangerous.,

T B

_——

y Um. I guess it's
/ becavse they don't really ...
[ I mean, they just do the sex.
|I They don't want to talk or
\ anuthing. And they're not real
people, 50 I don't have to Peel
. guilty about it ...

S,

Oh, yes.
And I have an
opening. I think you
should try it Prom
the other side.

Here we are.

Now let's get you out
of that robe, and then
Wou just open that
door there,

Bub I
don't want
: tlﬂ"" _._,__.f"‘.

Now, now.
I refuse to take "no"
Por an answenr. Look
at me.

That's right.
Just go alohg witih
it and everything

will be Pine.

Yeah, whatever it
takes to get her ass.

e

Mr. Sharpe. ™~
I'm pleased to see you like ‘:I
the dolls so much. This is the,
Pourth night: this week. / ————

—

. ™

T ""-..___‘_‘__ __,__-""r‘:____..-,.-?' Ia M a |I. IN a U.ﬁ ,
/interested in improving,
| customer service. Tell J
'\ me, what do you like /
. about them?

_"’-—
e -

e
- -

rfe:w come With™
me. I'll show you
what to do.

That's right.
In you go.




" hnd you'll stand in there R

r

/ until someone makes You into
I:' their oY ... MM ... and wou'll Puck )
\

them and go back in the box and be
\,  hothing again ... aaakn! ...
.  Overandover ..

A X Oh, Ues, MMM, oh,
o ; : B stupid Pucking doll --
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I know, wou don't think
You're an animal. There's a
part of your head that thinks
You're a person. That part will
be wrong Porever.

_ | "Why can't
' _Italk?"
Ch, you want to play "‘;’L%éﬁ?ub I
tooZ dorry, I don't have "Why can't I move
sex With animals. | MY arMS right 2"
Why amIina
cage?"

And then you'll
think, "Ch no, I'm
a bird!™ and a litble
part of you will
despair. Again and
again ... MMM ...
damn, I don't have
time Por another
roond ...

I'm almost
jealous, you know. It
must Peel really amazing,
having that done to your
tits and your dick, and all
Wou have to do is suchk
and stare at the
And how's screen ...
MY other one
tonightZ I see the
s¢reen still has
Wour undivided
attention.

OF course,

And sucking like
crazy. That's a
good girl.

there's always a
cost. When Wou get out

Wou're going to be addicted.

You're going to have tits so big
Wou ¢an barely stand and a cock
50 big Wou can barely walk, and
wou'll drag them to anyone
who ¢an get Wou back
some of this Por a
Pew seconds.

It's going to be so
7 moch Pun to watich. I'm
getting wet again thinking
about ib.
~5igh-

But I have to go change
clobhes now. I'm bringing a
, New customer into the
S back tonight.

e,

Not oo long aPter that ...

think you'l
really enjoy our special
Pacilities. Just gwe me a moment to
open the door. It's restricted access,
You khow. We only let preferred
customers back here.



yaaaaaan’

Stop disturbing my
customers and get out of s/ Come on,
My club! IP I catich wou, you'll - | Leyna! Hurry
Wish You were dead! ‘. before it--

5
|
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e Al BERTETTEEEL N AN s
..H
--“" r

X

o .~ Uh... \

»
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F Wknow, I'm\,

. a F. - | .
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E L E2 . | Just going to

’ | ' e \ look around /

_ : _ The only
e AAAS S 55 55000 sesenssss other doors ... iF ;
[ e Ty S there's anuthing, it

( El:l['l"g I:IW IE. 1 : . o pi AL DL T L LT T T r better be back

m gl’Ethd me. .%.I-I&'H'Iﬂiilllii-fiiiit-- > : -
s T | o — .
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gbe had to _ e - ' e need another

distract. we are |(FS S &= e portal to get to the
all out ok | : ‘ H parts she's hiding,

Tl T LR L L L T2 L LR

i . : { ! Canan BE S 202t bhis was a wasted
| good to hear | ; . pras _ ePPort.
- it h 1S 1“.':

(be careful. use M gl | _

ur goggles to id " e
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At least they - EELE
made it out | ARG
without getbing
turned into Progs or
somebhing ...

Are all
these real
people? I bet

- they are.




e

Oh Weah, that's
the stuPP.

Twisty little maze of
seX rooms, all alike ...
C'mon, there's got to be
something better than that
back here ...

T

R

Whoa.
And the
weirdness
meber

-"‘.

immediately ALl
takes a big
JUMD.

Waitress-bot: is
now online. Hello new
customer. All drinks are
complimentary.

Probably a good idea
at this point bo stop being
a customer ...

L I B O B B B I B B B

I'm glad
I stopped to get a8
good look at the
waitress, The bartender
Form would have been king
of unpleasant to walk
around in.

This place is
surprisingly empty.
Maybe she just likes

big high spaces.

I mean, here
we have an
Enormous room with
just ascfaanda...
giant birdcage?
That

looks like
something I do
not want to
stand on.

Now, you
look exactiv like C'mon, Monica,
the kind of setup Wou're not a bird!
she'd reserve Por Snap out of it!

soMeone . r
imporkant. Let's see what

the goggles have to
say about You ...

... Monica
Barker?

Biile canu‘ﬁh:éé how
an you bhis cage opens.
uhderstand me?

o ~Sigh-

" K. Pon't give up hope.

-~ BQUAWK! -~ I'll Figure out some
way to help you.

... [ can't tell if
that's a yes or what.




That was you?

Bot what if
that's a lie? IP I
can't budge them out
of it just through
persuasion ... they surely
can't recall in their
condition ... and we need
Mmore Barkers to give
permission to
interrupt them ...

I thought
Yol were a
statue!

Hang on, let me try

to get this shit off ...

what isthis? Magic
chicken wire?

But You're the reason I'm here! Sy

She tracked me down, and she

sdid it was my Pavit Por letting

Wou get out, and that I needed
to be punished ...

I think she's got
a pretty big grudge
against you.

A short de-wiring later ...

She pub me
where I could watch
everybody coming and
going, but I covldn’t
Move ...

I know You Prom
somewhere, though.

Oh! I've got it! You were Sky
Skater, weren't you? In the
superhero series? |

helped wou get out:.* I didn't look like
PRl this at the time.

Great.
Personal vendetta on top
of everything else. Well, I broke
out of everything she threw at
me before, I can do it
again.

Yeah, but she's
got help this time.

Some Woman who can
change people's bodies in all
kinds of horrible ways. She's

over there in the lab right now.
She never leaves. Lucky Por us
she doesn't pay a lot of
attention when she's
working.

HAm.

Well, let: me go
see iP I can bake
her by surprise,

then.

I'll come
With You.




.. Ruby?

Ch ...

Ch, no! I've been ...

Ruby!

This isn't Wou. This isn't
| what you do. Remember
L what you said? The idea

is to make things
better.

[ )
I can't believe it ... VISINEITH I HIH
I can't believe I've-- JE1] R
P gput S eesesacess
- - - - [ ]
r

-
ene. #8 ‘sene
=ii'l" Tl
ssses ® seae
seseds’ —es

saseei:

cachane awwe
sseesstnn,

'--"l.-

Azv. I think %
there's been an
vhwanted visitor

back here. Have you

She's A i P
She S come in. seen anything?

I hear her talking to
the bird woman.

I need Wou
two to recall out,
right: now. It's not
saPe Por you. AZu,
contact Leyna. There HelloZ What
Mmay be something . are you 80
You ¢an do. absorbed in?

Aso, I
need a small
Pavor bePore

You go.

-hah-
You know, I knew
you'd show up
sponer or later.

Wou a couple
doZen more
bimes.

A 4
This is My
space. I can make ar’ff
; the places in it Lo hide
Would be stupid want. You Might be able to

of me. EEF'EI:'._IHHH Pree my toys, I suppose,
when I can just bUt Ehat's ali
outwait you. S

Now, that

Incidentally, I
see You let Alicia loose.
That's cute. Did she telfl you
she (ikes being captured and
rescued? she'll be back in
peril in twe days.

We
have a standofF,

Hou see. I can't control
Hou, but you can't catch me.
Now, you can wait around here
wishing it weren't true, or
Hou can Pace Pacts and
get Lhe hell out.

-*‘H.,.Au-‘.“



-~ -‘-‘1““‘\
/... and she was

( pi )
Ert{ht 501 reca!ierd;,

4 EveniP we
/ manage to go in
there again with
more than just me, we
heed something to
\Use on her when we
N geb her.

#* USED T IMPRISON NATHANIEL
BAEBKER IN 55 #7 -T

what to do. I just
didn't want to talk
about it with AZu

b
Cautious.
You're really
worried she's going
to get taken
again?

Well, with this
it's better to be
safe, I think. We can
interrupt Melinda. Pull
her out of Sleep. Then

maybe lock her ovt SR ...\ -
but it

of it Por good.

Sowego
Find some of the
Barkers who don't,

# No. Yes, there are

several in A, but the

tend to be reclusive.
don't know how to

| reach them.

..-""""r._.___-_“'""‘u..
o~ Well ... your ™\
‘Dr. Chapman must be
really skilled. There@-)
ho way you can get /
. herhelp? &L
e

r No. 8he's ... not a
\_reliable resource.
}\_/.

I Might be able

todoit...iIPI
N worked on it Por
Azu, what dia\ weeks. But we may

looping hood I -
_described?*® 4
A B 7 Melinda's victims aren’s
people Claybon wants out of
the way. Mostly she does it
becauvse that's her kink. She likes
\  to do things to people and
imagine what's happening
in their minds.

-~ You have
access to
interrupt her?

--.-.JIL A
And a8 Pull &8
lockout is
almost -
Lnprecedented.
I'd need a lot of
Barkers to
consent to
._bhat.

Won't Pix all the

e she's done, |8
| stop her Prom)
doing more.

Do we have enough
Lneaptured Barkers we know
how to FindZ You obviously think
Hamilton is one, or we
wouldn't be here.

Well, he shows
Lp as in the
theatre ...

He could be

compromised.

We Mm*e'd te 8 Mm"e ﬁfﬁdﬁeeﬂ corner of the theatre Firse.

l"ﬂ'c !

didn't have much
of a choice. There
were only ever two
people who knew the part
well enough: her and me.
When her second
replacement Pell
through, it was this
or not open.

I know it
seems like it's in
very poor taste. But I
think of it a5 a tribute.
Like, giving her a
chance to play the
role after all.

S0 I pub My
AD in ¢charge and
I've been Honey For
weeks. The rest of the
cast don't know. Very
Few people are
aware she's

I don't
bhink s0. I think
they must just not
have been able to
geb him.

Huk/ :
You know what? [
think I know whi.

dead.

Worked out
lucky Por You.

No kidding. When
Clayton and that
woman showed vp I had a
bad Peeling and I didn't
say anwthing. That was
a good call. Well,

we're not
going to blow
your cover. Bub
we heed 3
Pavor.

HONEY'S UNFORTUNATE DEMISE IS THE SUBJELT OF SLEEFER S&UAD #9. =T

W‘x

/" have another
way. But I need a)
litGle more time 6o,

work onit.
“‘-.._H_‘_‘_.___._____._,_,.-"

P05, 85~

the moment we ™
don't have the
means to locate

i her. .
\'"H-.._____._.-*"

f‘___hhq\
~~ Azu, please be
< careful. She knows

Where you are and she

heeded your abilities.
She may try to grab
. You again.

_,../’} Pon't worry. HalP
She won't 7 the regulars at
stop, and with Clayton ™ Xenomorph are watching
consolidating this much } . My back. We have plans
power, she won't have a in place.
reason to.

There's 3
physical console deep in
the Sleep Pacility. Anyone
sitbing at it has root access.
Can do basically
anything.

I assume
Wou don't just
walk vp and use
it, then.

Definitely not.

First you have to
convince the monitor
sustem that there's a severe
emergency. I think we have a
basis Por that. Then you need
three Barkers to open the
door. The idea is you'd need
some Pamily consensus
to vse it.

Shareholding

No. Any Barkers
Barkers? J

by blood. Well,

specifically, Barkers

by DNA.

The--
IsitrealZ I
Was never
spre wWhether
it was just a
story.

Wow.

Ok sure, I'll help. But
/... you'll need bo wait until
(‘ aPter tonight's show.

\ Given what I'm doing to keep it
.. going, I hate missing
~~__performances.

You be careful, too.

Hey,
Hamilton.

I think there's
some stuPP we
heed Lo talk
about.

We need you as one of the ™~
IDs to get to the root console. ™
It's probably the only way we can |
deal with the Clawton and Melinda /
situation. -
T

"

No, it's real. ™
Trust me. I know |
where it is. /

.'J



several hours and one I haven't
private strategy session i been Awake in I don't
laber, the three of us know how long. I've
dssembled in bhe prep Porgotten what it
rooms. Apparentiy Peels like.
ﬁé&mffﬂaﬁ vsed the same
acility we did ... which 1
Was Hob very surprising, 15 hate 4 {oke
given that it was clearly
Meant For VIPs.

Nah. I'm just

I'm missing? teasing Leyna about
how she manages to
keep her nails painted
even in a Sleep bed. 4

Ijust don't take it
off, is all. It's not like
anything's qm’ng to damage
it While I'm in the bed.

And you can't talk.
You put your wig on. Yeah.

I don't like
being bald,
Lhless the role
requires it.

50,iPI
remember right, you
need three Barkers to
1 open the door. I assume )
\ You have another two
. oh bhe way?

Now that
you're here, we
¢an go get the I need to
hext one. warn you: this is a
— R desperation move, and
N | it won't be
=| Not Far away: ; pleasant.
... all right, ™
but why am I

Awake? What
happened? _

Hello, Nathaniel.

MY APQLG-E:[EE

AN INTEERUFT Was
REQUESTED.

An interrupt? 1
didn't even know you
could do that. Who
requested it?

I don't see why I should
help, especially aPter what
Wou did tio me. What makes you
think I care if Claybon and this
Melinda woman overrun the place?
You can't possibly think I like it

the way it is ... - Because Wou hate
compebition?

Wasn't trying to be.

You and Melinda both
want the same thing, even
if it's Por difPerent reasons.
You can't both win. I
dassume You don't want
to be her thrall ...

Ch, geod.

Well, at least give me
something to put on,
would wou?

HMM.

.. No, not good enough.

_— e

7 IP you want my H"‘x
/ help, Iwant your
/ promise. You're not going \,
to put me back in one of
wour loops. In Pack, you're
ot going to try bo iMprison
Meinanyway. I am not /

going back into that 4
place again. ' ' | ' - Now, hold
on--
e don't have
¢ A any choice.
.- .r:;i'é'_r.éf.'l';—— )
> .. All Pighb.
I Fine.
|




[

3 Leynd led vs deep into [~
| Ghe Sleep Pacilities.

T

: ' I was expecting, I don't
Heggrah;pwd kNnow, an enormous door
: Pive inches thick. Like a
bank vault, or
something.

To be
honest, so
was I.

OK. I've let this
thing bite my hand
and s0 has Nathaniel.
Where's wour third
Barker?

betterif I

3
( Look, it'd be

| explained
\ later, OKZ

.

_—'—'_._'_‘—-—n_._
.--'"'_r._ T

" Secret Barker and yaff"‘ oy
/ know your way around the
{ systems. Fascinating.
\. Whose bastard are you? Did /
S bhey train you? e —
- ... There's a problem.
I can't Pind Melinda.

P Can'b see W
ANQ,her location? /) =8

.=1:I|'1?‘- ~~ No, I mean she
doesn't exist. I can't Pind
her identity. She's

~._concealed somehow. _
Oh, that's not T ti———-

terribly hard to do.

You just have to be
someone else strongly

. enough to convince
. ‘H“ the system.

s

i

B iy Wb

)

L
_,.r"'_'___‘_—‘-h_‘_

L Well, we

can't inkerrupt

her iP we can't

Pigure out who
she is.

All rights. How
dbout we interrupt
all the captured
Barkers?

Must we?
Let's at least
leave Josiah
where he is.

He hates
wou tivo, wou
khow. You're not
straight enough or
boring enough
Por him.

Ok, I've
interropted them.
They'll be coming Awake
now, and with any luck
they'll have shaken off
all Melinda's
ePPects.
Which means
hell is about to
break loose.

Yes, and we'd
better get back
in @ hurry to help

with that.




——

| & “These aﬁ?‘x
/ 5U3 and 3v3, "
I 5till hink we They're here to 4
have-- escort Wou out OF .
Hidlg-have the Facility. 4 -
o

-

g
s

What's this?
'.

I'm keeping My
word. No loops. No -
prisons. But you're not
allowed back into sleep
again. I've set the
system to ban you. £

o
_—

7 You want me

to be Awake in |
N thisbody? &
S

I'm sorry
about that
part.

Troly.

You will regret
bhis some day.

... yeah, probably.

I've got
to get
another §
statue. Place
\, just doesn't ¢
[ seemthe

I".,_‘_ E ) iy
1 SaM r

., i #
- P

%, .
o

How's my
little bird
tonight % I

A short while later, a delegation
arrives at the personal space of
Lucy, Claybon Barker's inamorata.
Clayton! We know .
Wou're in here. e
We-- 4 ~ ' ’
| . : ~ What did you
- . o to him?

w— |

What did
Wouv do?

wr.*g{;{i{,ﬁ, iy
iy,

Ilmf’{ﬁ%ﬁm&ﬂwﬁww m

iy

L

It

sy
| W T

/
i

éﬁl’”
L

—_—
L
|
I




> ... He'd been completely <
W/ erased, just like Cobermayer®. qﬁj i
. No idea whether he'll recover. He's]
o been moved to the vsval ; ;-ﬁ :

/’ﬁ .
Hello!
( Why don’t we go sits

&, a S
E r
L= [ Sy
. m ¥ _-.'
e e Y P

el 4

T -
e =

on the balcony? I
. T T e it i [0 L fE hever did replace my
ok L-U':H"E‘ gﬂt hU e A ;__:""‘._i__l. s : -.;--i,-_lﬂ i [1..:.-1. . L= I. ‘. ._ | ! o I-Tj ¥ '.._t'_ I' e i _:'-".'j_-_r-:s:_ i { "-I ] -_‘-I- .- I;-_.'_-' -1. \ xﬁﬂpﬂ I'H rherer and l'tlr_g_
'";; gaps in her Hiemarfeehgoing N o W S Rl b o B e b \ hice oub.
Bl back months. I guess Melinda 88 o3 17 TSR el oy el Tl Ve _d
~\  had been tampering with 4 Y
them both. S

ST Y ~  Shellbe a *:' e .
A ) while recovering. TSRS

0 Her maid is baking SRS

‘ care of her. ANENEEE

¥

PR And which
PR Barker told Wou all R
8 ke ety sy, of this? -

What? she's
S\ right:You're &8
S impatient.

R  Jou're
S going to Pind out
B in dbout bhirby SRR
B seconds, You AEEEEREEEE
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- Oh, Samuvell
_ & w : 3
You see, among the /You'd have liked him, Ruby. Yoo\, —_—

Barkers y . ! - .
i o il like people who don't take any | -~ iy
traditionalist™ means ) {\,‘ blﬁl'ﬁhﬁbﬂ- ﬁl[ﬁﬂ'r he was ]U'Str Y J’ I loved him 80 much I ,

"whites only," and My - ; :
' i / .. absolutelv beautiful. - Mmarried him even though I
Wilson was very / g : L /[,hnew what kind of crazy he,} e

MAch Bt — \ was bringing me inbo. <L Heknewit ™
D o’ 7 wascrazytoo.I "\

= — /" suppose that's why, when\
we had a baby, we decided |
we weren't going to tell /

I have to warn
You, Wou're about tio
| be exposed to Barker
: genealogy.
It's inevit.able.

——
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" Rebeccaand .
Wilsonh had two children, ™,

Sophie and James, and they ,
were--how do I pub \_the rest of the Pamily

5 this--treated like complete ) g abovtit.
L b Shit by the rest of the / 9 T
5 \ A, Pamily. -~ \
' Not stripped of their
; shares, though, whichI
guess is saying something,
: given some of the other
\ events I think you've  /
s= diready heard about.
1 \ \" I don't know ‘ :

9 iPit was prePerence or "~ _
a thumb in the eye to their ™

learned that.'
I think I can /i
= pear up. :

% Well, we'll only do
little bit of the tree.

Specifically, we start with
Bebecca Barker. Two
generations above me. She
married a man named Wilson
Clay--who became Wilson Barker,
\ becauvse you always take the
Barker name, no matter /
“\whata -and that's where
~ the trouble began.

I guess you've
raised Leyna to be
pretty dubiovs about the
Barkers, like you ... Which is
good, but I also sort of Peel
like you can't have it
both waus.

Mso, sooner or later
Wou're going to have to
pass the torch. What
happens then?

racist relatives, but neither
Sophie nor James married lily-white.
Sophie married Rowal Clark, and
James married Juanita Morales.
Spophie and Royal were Lucivs" /
parents. James and
Juanita had samuel.

| |
|
\

Well, I don't: have
Many shares. Just,
enough that they can't
ignore me. Lugivs got
most of what was in our
branch of the tree. He's
trying Go keep them
honest. So am I.

there are ways to
change them Prom
the inside. They're
just not very Past

That's
Leyna's
decision.

/

'.I_,..-r'" S

e

/" We didn't name the ‘\"x\
baby Leyna. She picked
that name herself, [ater. |
' Butit's a good name. /
‘x“ P
e __._l_..-"

—

e

"F'

_-""'"_._'_._-_-___-_-_-_‘_‘_"'"'--...__‘_
~ Don't remind me. I don't
[ want any of that. Never did.
b Probably never will.
-‘H‘"""--._._

80 you don't
| believe in change Prom
N\ bheinside?

.

5,

I don't think that's ™

( possible with the Barkers, to }

A S tellyou the truth.

And I say she's too
Patalistic. Bub we've been
having this discussion Por
years. and we'll pr*ubab%
have it Por years more.

don't inbend to kick the
bucket Por a while vet.

y We'll cross that
bridge when we come to it.
Right now, we have obher things
to think about. Nobody is crving Por
Clavbon--well, except Lucy, poor

Are you still
going to be
Midnight when
we're working?

W 1 don't see why
¥ not. I like being
Y Midnight. And Leyna's
managed to keep Prom
slipping and calling me
“momma" around you Por
months, so I think
she's about got it
mastered.

Besides, we :
still need to keep this
Whole thing secret, even if
wour Pace is getbing known to
more Barkers., You're going to have
to be careful about that, by the
way. Hamilton's one of the nice
ohes, but he's not completely
trustworthy. Neibher is
Monica.

Yeah, it was
sort of
pnavoidable.

s

You know, sooner or
[ater we're going to end
vp having to bust a Barker
the rest of the Pamily
doesn’t hate. Then we'll
have a huge mess,

thing--but Melinda is still oub

there. We can't miss her a

Ghird Gime.

Mamm, and who
krnows what Or.
Chapman is up to. At least
Nathaniel is out of the
picture--until she Finds a
way to make trouble
Prom oubside.

It was the best
available aption.

Oh, I agree. I'm
just saving.

But put all N
that aside Por a §
little while. I want
You both to take a
break. Go have Fun.
\ See Your Priends,
3 Hest vp.

You're not going o h
it From the rest of the Pamily,
but: You did good. You saved
everybody's butts. Again. I think
that calls Por a little vacation
at the very least.

Don't worry; I SO0

bet you won't have |
L enough time 6o get
N bored. r




