It's been a While, and who knows, Wou Might
- have just wandered in Prom an albernate
Edrth, or Mou're 8 descendant of the Lifeship
Antares crew Pinally making it back o check
& i1 on the home world (and you're probably
thinking "what the hell...Z")

Anyway, it seems like it's time bo recap ... IF
Hou've been along Por the whole ride so Far,
oU can skip this part, OKT You be bhe judge.
There won't be an exam.

There's readily only ohe industry in sSleep:
entertainment. Providing things Por people to
do and see. soMe of it is innocent, and a lot
oP it is definitely not. The people wWho provide
this entertainment go out and consume
entertainment in their Pree time, so
somMetimes it Peels like we're all just playing
games For edch other and passing rent
Money back and Forth.

A .. % T, The only peopie who don’t ever have to
The Majorityl of bhe people on Ewo and a : L ” worry about bheir bed Pees are the
half continents spend their entire lives, or Barkers, Who owh bhe bechnology thatk
close to it, in Sleep. (Here's me, about to Makes sleep possible ... and own
be tucked into My Sleep bed.) Sleep is 8 pretéy Much everybhing else, boo.
kind of dreamworid where you can live the There are a Pew good Barkers, and
liPe of Your imagination ... iF Wou have there are a whole bunch that aren’t.
enoUgh iMagination ... and i€ not, cbher The crop of Barkers who run A4, the
people will sell you some of the products o Sleep Pacility (Wouv might as well call i
theirs. Thew'll be happy bo, becavse sleep _dcity ) where I live, are about
isn't Pree, and everyone has some rough Pitty- Pife . I know, becauvse I've had

Limes where they Wonder how they're to deal with them. More than I'd iike.
going to pay their bed Fees that month.

My name's Buby Martinez, and I never
intended to be going anywhere near
Barkers if I covld avoid it. I was an
actor, ontil I realized I had a talent

Por directing and writing and
switched bo that. It pays better, and

Wou have bo have sex with unpleasant

people a lot less oPten.

More than a wear ago now, I was approached

by a woman named Leyna, who wanted me to
help her investigate--and, if necessary,
subdve--what she called "manipuiators.”

I guess evervone in Sleep can manipuiate it
Lo soMe extent, or Wou wouldn't be able to
Make your dreams come true. The problem is
Lhe ones Who Make their dreams come trve
by Messing with other people’s heads ...
Without Gheir permission.

People like Or. Zoe Chapman, a psychologist
With very poor professional ebhics. When we
meb her, she wasn't just doing "research” on
non-consenting subjects, she was literaily
burning them inbo lab rats. Leyna and I both
came close to walking on Four paws and
squeaking ourselves. I aamit that Dr.
Chapman did help me 3 lot on a8 case later,
but she's still dangerous, and her current
Whereabouts are Unknown.

We've also had to deal with Nathaniel Barker,
d rogue member of that Pamily. You can Gell
Hou're @ real piece of work when they kick
Mov out. Nathariel would love it iP everyone in
A4 was walking around as a mindless drone.
Misguided reven ge T sheer nihilismMZ We're not
sure, but we've had bo stop her twice.

But bhe one I bhink was the worst
OF the Iot 50 Far is "The
Mesmerizing” Melinda, a
hypnotist-turned-mind-controller
with 8 redlly maliciovs streak.
She likes bo mess Wikh people
becduvse she getis ofF on it. When
last seen, she had teamed up with
Clauton Barker, another one cast
oUE oF Ehe Pamily.

Clauton, bhe closest Ad's ever had bo a crime lord, was definibely looking Por revenge dgainst the rest of his
Pamilly. He managed to mostiy get it, with Melinda’s help; 3 lot of bhe kel Barkers were trapped in nasty and
humiliating sitvations, and it looked like the Ewo of them were going to have all of A4 as a playground.

We had bo take drastic Mmeasures to deal
with them, including getting help Prom
Nathaniel. When the dust cleared, Nathaniel
was permanently exiled Prom sleep, Melinda's
damage was mostiy undone but her
whereabouts were unknown (damn it ), and
Claybon had suPPered a complete mind
wipe--Melinda's way of covering her tracks.

Olauton's lover Lucy aidn't take that
well. Melinda lePt a lot of holes in her
Memory, too. When we Pind Melinda
there's going to be a hell of a reckoning.

Oh, wes, and I also Pinally learned that
Midnight, the mysteriovs weman Leyna and
I do these tasks Por, is Serene Barker (one

oF the good ones, I bhink, but then, she
married in, 50 she doesn’t have whatever's
in their bad blood) ... and trat Leyna is her
davghter. Bobh of these things are secret.

Especially Prom the obher Barkers.

L

All of that happened Pour months ago.
Things have not wet Fully recovered since then.




With your
dePeat, the time of
bhe priestesses will
Finally end, and the rise
of the Serpent King
will be complete.

Finally, the last
priestess of Isis
kneels bePore me.

Come, , )
how, and e Wour sweaty paw
demonstrate o - oPP My hair.
Your submission. % >
Please me, Por 4 ‘ : ;
your liPe's _ o= L Serpent king
sake. . - _ ' sure din't rising very
. much. Yonno, iP you're
gonna make me do this
hands-Free, you could at
least tiry to hold a
hard-on.

Pon't know whiy
Wou gave wourself
that: Pat dick iP you're
hot going ko put
anything into it.

FOR THOSE WHE ABE NEW HERE, THIS IS DOREEN DRAKE, RUBY'S
| FRIEND AND SOMETIMES LOVER. DOREEN IS AN ACTOR. SHE
_ USUALLY LLWVES HER J2B, BUT SHE'S NOT HAVING A S2200 WEEK. s
y  What “‘1‘:
; the hell? ¢
Man, it takes a whole lot to L‘“‘a....k “l_ﬁh_:-f)
50UP Me on @ Sub gig, but that clown )
... He wasn't even into the sex, he just —~,
wanted someone to squirm Por him. The ./
“last priestess of Isis" shovld've
bitten his dick oPP. /

I've had it with
these jobs I vsvally

wouldn't touch. Work had £
better pick up again real soon
or I'm gonna have to Pinda _«

diPPerent career Por a while, ‘3

This shit is not worthib.

e

This store
wasn't here last

time I passed i

: those are some real
neighporhand. interesting Pashion choices.

A girl looks \L
way too |
pleased with
herselP. You got a™
vibrator tucked
into that suit or
somebhing,
honey?

o

& e

oy
Lr]
o
s

.

” b
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/
Good aPternoon!

I saw You looking
in the window. Are
You interested in
learning about our

services?

O¥, T have to —
go at least Pind <
out what they're
selling. p
i

3




MEANWHILE, &VEE &N THE SET &F THE
LONG—RUNNING PASSIVE CUBBENTLY
WRITTEN AND DIRECZTED BY BUBY'S

FRIEND TRISH CARTER, A MAJOR PLOT ' What did you
DEVELOPMENT IS TAKING PLACE. expect, aPter what you
. t did to MichaelZ You do that

and still want my leyaltn?

Treason!

And aPter all this
time. Throwing away
everything you've
achieved.
= b5k ==

Let me oub of this and I'll
Show Wou how much I care
about the princess’
Peelings.

The princess is
very disappoeinted in
Wou. You were her EFEEL \
Pavorite, Wou know. '-: A There fones a
- : point when it is no longer g8
amusing or productive to try ¥
to coerce wour little minds.
. Michael rePused to cooperate. We
couldn't send her back to the work
camps to start another rebellion,
and we couldn’t have her plotbing
one here. To Use Your own
phrase: What did you
expect?

{l - N

Once we pass the
point where the mind
¢an be won over, the

only choice is Por it to be
obliterated. And now
Wou, too, have passed
that point.

IF YOU'D LIKE T &2 BACK AND REVIEW WHAT'S UP WITH THESE
ALIENS, YOU'LL NEED T CHECK ISSUES #5 AND #E8. THERBE
WAS ALSSO A TWEO-PASE EXTRA, BUT THAT DIDN'T REALLY HAVE
ANFTHIMNG BUT MIEHAEL S2INE FEEM A HE TE A 5HE. =T
You and
Michael will surely
work together again--but W, 5
neither of Wou will know 4 1% it ready?
it, I'm aPraid.

Yes, §
Chamberiain.

Then
coMMence.

See? No rebellion.
¥ Complete compliance.
1 Isn't that correct ...
\ Cylaz

OF course you're
much less interesting
now ... And I'll have to

Pind the princess a new
Pavorite ...

' But, yes, the
Ruby, I can't producer and I both
thank You enough. think it's run its
You keep coming in course. I Pigure one more
to rescue my Won't series. I'm trying to
schedvle. " have to do that bhink up a really big,

Much longer, : trur%fl?qe:hal_wu
though. inish.

Hey, Jenny! Blow some
oP this set s0 we G0 out With a
can get out, bang. Or a lot: of
huhZ = | people getting
banged. Or both.

You know, I don't

think I realized

Cylas were that
tallbefore.

Yeah, I was " . Y Anyway, I
surprised when I .. couldn'’t have done
S5awW Wou were writing any of this without
yourselP out. o\ Wou, and don't bhink
Winding it down? ASSEl - \ I don't know it.

Well, I'd have
done that anyway.

I've gotten where I like
the obher parts better
than the acting. Except the
part where I have to deal
with Plaky actors who
don't: show Lp.

@G0 Pind an
empty dock,
Cyla, and put

yourself in sleep
mode until
heeded.

That's it, Polks,
we're done!

Aw, Trish, don't
uhdersell yourselp. You
hot only decided to
rescue the thing, I think
Wou made it better.

And as For the
substitube gig, bo be
honest, I needed it.

Business has been very
slow lately. I'm not: sure
what's up with that.




B2UBY DEROPS IN &N LaU, WHE NOT
ENLY OFTEN HAS WERK FOB HEE, BUT
USUALLY HAS ALL- THE &2551F-

... No, it's
everywhere. It's
completely dismal. I've got
people calling me begging For
scraps, and the worst part is, I'm
even running out of scraps. I don't
uhderstand it either. Did
everybody just stop
having sex?

I mean, sex isn't
My thing, but that
doesn't mean I have a
good word to say Por
abstinence. For
Financial reasons i

You know, I
haven't wanted to
ask You about that,
it's none of My
business ...

I don't mind talking
about it to Priends. It's good to be ™%
in a relationship with someone again. It
had been wears. Leyna is still learning how to
talk to people, but I'm enjoying the process,
And I like to be with her phyaicaﬂg boo. I like
the contact. I like inkimacy. But the
relentiless pursuit of orgasm
baPPles me.

I assume you've
talked tio Leyna about
this at some point?

Gpeah
the devil. Hang on a
second, Lov.

hothing else.
“Hey ... are you available right now? We've been
asked bo go see Lo something real quick.”

"Bad? ‘See to 5&&15’5?15?’ SoUNds kinda grim.”
"Wo, no ... just sometbhing we need to go see.”

“Sure, I hiree where do I meet youz"
“Uh ... Awake. I'll be in the prep rooms. sorry.”

"ou could have told me that First, You sneak.
.. OK, give me @ Pew Minvtes, I'll be there.”

A HOSFPITAL WARD IN THE AWAKE FARTS &F THE
SLEEFP COMPLEX. THIS IS WHERE SERENE BABKER
HAS ABRRANSED TL KEEF PEDOPLE WHE HAVE BEEN

LEFT CATATONIC DUE T& MALICILUS ACTION BY

MANIPULATEES, &iViNG THEM BEAIN THEEAFY IN

HEOFPES THEY WilL RELOVEE.- 52 FAR, ONLY ONE HAS.

Helle, Ms. Markov.

Do I know
Wou? You khow me

.. 80 I'M released? And I can go N y .. I Peel like I

' s et recognize wou Prom
back into Sleep again, right’? conEWRane.

We've met,
but I'm not
surprised iP--
What do wou

ALL YOUR
HEALTH
CHECKS aRE
E&OOoD, AND BRAIN

remember? Do Wou
know what
happened to
You?

Py ACTIVITY 1S
SATISFACTORY, &0,
- YES. WE'RE JUST
WAITING ON SOME
VISITORS. THEY
HAVE A FEW
GQUESTIONS ... AND

I j You A Have e No, not really ... I
- ' - . was an ... animal? I
-‘-!k PoRTHEN - % remember running on Four

was really big. albered S0 You
‘ '~ | thought You were a
rat.* It's taken a long
G time Por wour brain
We're here. 5 : e to readlize You

sorry Por the 3y - aren't.
waits. - 22

# ITSSLUE k2 -T

CAREFULLY, NOW.
YOUR LEGS ARE STILL
NOT AT THEIE FULL
STERENGTH. WE WILL ADD §
MUSCLE STiMULUS WHILE
YOU ARE IN BED. 3

I thought I was a--7

Who did this? Did they do
this to me on purpose?

et

E Well, WE":-‘"*_W _ -
don't artuang N
hnaw who did it. wg
Pound Wou in that
condition. But if we
learn more, we'll
let Wou know.

Now why did
Wou tell her
that?

3 -

You didn't
notice the look in her
eyes? We're going to have
enough trouble dealing with
Chapman without having
someone else on
vendetta Por her.

LUCIUS BARKER'S PERSONAL SPACE.
LUEIUS AND SERENE (SERENE IS THE | . : . — : _.. s —
WIDOW OF LUSIUS' oUSIN SAMUEL)  § : : £ 7 ... 1bhink so. ™\
HAVE BEEN DEVELOPING A BELATIONSHIP : : ik : 1
<-- THAT THEY DON'T WANT THE &OTHER But I don't like to )
BABKERS KNSWING ABSUT.

,--"*"r___ -
. " I think about sex ,h
believe thab. =" and all of a sudden my ™\
- o\ il — / brainis Pull of IMEH doing
; | : AT T - > ( things ... things I don't want |
neighffautj;lt;mu - ' : bhem bo do .. . things I don't

it's OK iP you don't i want to enj cnf = . I don't want |

"

1 \ her to win, I don't want to /
war::ﬁ; Ea?-” bhat . \_ let her in my head like /

bullshit. ' ,‘ that, but-- f,.r
;}:___
Whl_a,'l doesn't it get b0

WouZ? From what wou told me,
Wours was just as bad as mine. |
But if it bothers You, You've f..-“
-_been hiding it really well. -

g S

But it's been a Pew
months, and I'd like to
khow iF that's the new

permanent thing.

" "

"'|-|.

~ 1think ... Idon't ‘*-
/ want to say I Pound it
positive, becavse it 5ur-e
wasn't. But I think I sort of
Lugivs, I ... \ took it as an education, iF |
I don't krowiP it is. I \ that makes any sense. I —_

just know that I ... x  learned things.
"u___
Forai p 0 orTm just a rutt.!n g
S b i) /" too much a "thab which \

asking: Does it have to [ does not kill me makes me |

do with ... You know, \_stronger" kind of person. /T just want to

what Melinda did? A  Tdon'tknow. " T know if there's

_ = | @nything I can do
\_ to help.




Poreen?
Hello?

I called,
but You didn't
answer.

You'd
better not
be sitbing here
Mmoping in the
dark--

I'msorry. I

didn't. mean to
startle wou like

Gk RUbYZ Whab

are Wou doing
here?

Well, you
sounded so low in
your message I
thought I should
chech on Yov ... o op peah. I

Porgot I lePt
thati ...

Doreen, what is
all this stupPPz

OK, well ... I was kinda
low, like You said, and on My way
back From @ horrible gig I passed by
this place called Bliss. They rent this
equipment, and I decided to try it
oub. It ... well, it makes you
blissful, I guess.

You don't
have to use the head
part, but if you do, then
Wou can't see or hear
anything on the
oukside ...
Hang on, let me
take the rest of
this sLUPP oPP.

ELSEWHERE:

Pance.

"

4

—— e

What the hell is all ™
this? Hey, Poreen, |
wake up-- J

_-f-
—-ﬂ--

No, Doreen, it's
just me! It's me!
It's OK!

You khow, you
could have just

asked me to come
Pool around.

It's not like
that, though! It's not
... I mean, it Peels good
... redlly good ... but it's
not sexval, you khow? It's
not: the same thing. I
don't know how to
describe it.

I dePinitely
nheeded it,
though.

Yeah, I know what you
mean. Work is scarce,
everything Peels rotten ... to be
honest, I was also coming to see
iF you Wou wanted to play.
Improve bobh our moods.

But I understand iP
you're not interested.,

Now, when did I say that?

‘.

Sy ST AAANOOOOOOSOSSSSs=

NN iz

She's
making me
do this!

Pon't leave
Me here --

agh.

Ah, goddamn.

.,
.,

Please!

JOSIAH BABKER IS NOW HAVING THIS PABTICULAR
NIGHTMABE AS OFTEN AS TWICE A WEEK.- T DOES NOT BECOME MOBE

BEABABLE WITH BEFETITION.-



4 I-L-"EE.I':' & 52 LATER.

TRy

Uh-hUh! <
All done.
I tested it and
everything.

Imadeit
pink, i that ::m?)
1 like pink. 7

™ -
- .

e —

Girl, what is "\ | 1
going on with you ' | |
Y ) | | |

. hmmZ '

l What- do you
. Mean?

e

The last time I
was around someone
who had that Pace, it
turned out her girlPriend
was eating her ovt
Lnder the table --

/
e IIIIJ _H'""
7 You'ne no wear-mg
that Bliss shit: ..
You are, aren't You? )
Under your crabhe-? A

* " Ms. Hill, 't alwaus thrilled to get ™ —
Remember repeat business, and I don't want to get

bhat Bliss SEOPP I W [ i bho way of that ... But you're not really

mentioned? T think gt . 2
we heed to take 3 giving me enough information.

look at it. | ~ Irealize many oP these

"‘-_——-——

. keep everything absolutely
e conPidential.

.-"'-F-F_'_._-_‘-H-‘-‘-"-\
7 Please, call
\_me Pavline.

... No, I can't
Pight: this minute,

I have a potential .
customer coming ! It has
over, and you know hothing at all to

how EBhin work's o do with trusting
been. Yoo, and I don't |
want you to think
that.

-

But we could go

later today. h Inbr:E Luaﬁs?u'ﬂa
arh about,

"I'm willing 6o wait. I don't think it'll be
the same experience withouvt that. I
Mean, if I could put My head in that
place on my own, I would have already.”

"OK. I'll start working on the setup. I'll
let Wou know as soon as I have more
inPormation."”

— o

r"' I6's kind of
huqe. isH't n‘:.?

'--...______,_-:'""'

/  Well, there's 3 .
Minimum ratio of
maniPestation size to
algoribhmic complexity,
and with the limited
\  Working area--

“ e,

_:;.-._ llll,r".-f Df”al
" honey, you
know I can't
understand it
When Hau

) baboke.

/S - giggle --
gorry), Mommy!
This is as little a5 I
can make it Por what

we want it to dﬁ'},

A

I5 it OKZ Did I ‘)
do good?

el
7 HMmE

Oh, yes, you d:d
'ﬁ ven_q' gaad

= W
vaaw i P”» | 0
Will yov read me| =/ .. OP courae, i,
~ asbory? sweetie. Would you YIRS
: r.#.e bo sit in my lap inf "_
\\ bhe rocking chair? 4

Iul“"ﬁﬂ h h-’\ :

I‘m not
| I heard

Zoning aubf“
everything |I

Wou said!

——

- o %

It must be pretity
/S damned good, because this
I' "800Nd5 to Me like the kind of thing
\You could geb hooked on real easy,
\. and I krow you have more

. Sense than that.

———

/" I'mnot! I swear! ™\

\

[ Look, it doesn't interPere \

With anything else I'm doing,|
50 I don't see why I can't |

x just wear the stuPP all ,--’
*, the i me, C Hf ’..-

.
"‘-v.

/s scenarios canbe ... embarrassing to ™
discuss. But I can't ar*rartge one unrﬁﬁ I }
. know what to arrange. Don't worri; I/

A

FPAULINE DESCEIBES
WHAT SHE HAS IN MIND.

e

rd “some of thaf:a I'm
going to need some
e cruf:asude help wrt.h

e _-——

_|—

.-*'"* The good news r-S-I

know people who ¢an do it.
. The bad news is it'll take a
' while to arrange.

o
T . W
R — i :
—

_— Your choices are to do
#ib without that part, which we
can do Pairly Past ... or try to get
BUBY DOES NOT KNOW THAT "PALLINE b bhab part of it, and it Might take
HILL" IS PAULINE BARKER. BUT WE D&t -T il El Pew weeks.

It's just ...
¢ It makes everything ...
better. I'm less stressed
. When I'm wearing it, and ,
even_qthmg I don't know /
* .. Peels nicer?

b,
o -‘-"'-.‘
- ‘x

/ Have You ever had™,
./ customers who
wanted ... I don't know \

how to put this ... to
revert, I suppose? Put |
the brain in a SIMTJIEJ" /
place Por a whﬂ#f

"":—::_':"FF ﬂ'":l".
"“1 "'.,"'.I
Sometimes. \ |
How reverted :,
are we /]

talking? S

#
- H
™
[ ... Animal. }

."
-

-

Please, as I've
s3id bePore:

I've Pound
out who's
providing the
Punds.

Fauline.

What did you
learn?

But at this point, I think

You ¢an probably accomplish

more than I can.




Ay e :
/... and of course, all our - ~ /' Definitely . §

merchandise has been | | algorithmic L b —
extensively tested Por | 5 - ibems.

pality and safety. ! B — : ‘-~, 4 Yeah, I Pigured.
_ auality 4. . - = [ Ui g )

9 . _ A surveillance
il - > Mar'e 50. N it L

/" Would U-ﬂugﬁ to try 2 - _ f ';r-oadTgi; gﬁppeab
[: oLk ;ﬂ EEEI, € have : S e Lo evervone but the
xﬂE‘MﬂHatFﬂbl-ﬂ'H bﬂ'ﬂthﬁ sun =5 . - WPEFEP Itl ﬂ-‘"'ﬂﬂﬂ”j

. 4 i '
S more diPPicult to make
_ anitem which  /

aPfPects the .-',...r-"
_ Wearer. _# Really? But
E ff ﬂzu 4buPP
the helmet Dr. )
Chapman made ..
e \, and April seems tey

~ / skewed -f.-:-ampie AN
A\ g (* We happen to come into \

_at

- g contact with an vnosual
> Oh. No, I don't - . humber of people with y
f' think we're ... ah, \_the ability. For 4&519

ready Por that just wet. N, Peason. & %
We'd like to have a look i — ' N
around and discuss it !

R

“-\ with each other, is _ ['/ S0 another person

, | “with that same
el : talerts s behird this ~

- . SOMewhere?
k 5 '\"‘x ’J..-"

"b;\._x
¥ OP course! Come
talk to one of the ; :
staPP if you need J : - '. Turn around. \
~ anything. o % - This may be
. y . - £ _ Y

Ma'am, I'm N\ & g
50rrY, but You can't . s N
just walk in to see : /What's the

Ms. Cantor! And since] | problem,
You don't have an . Lindaz

: y
Kappmnbment .. Oh.

‘-.._‘_‘_____-_____._._._,_,.-" ,
Ms. Cox, isn't
| i6Z I bold wou
\  whenyou /
called-- /
y

'Il"‘

-“'-
o,
-

I triedto make an "\
appointment. she didn't
want to see me. But | . | uﬁ”ﬁ?;:ﬁg;
she's going to see me. .
This is IMEGFﬂﬂHt and I . - i, ; I'M not: letting this
Qmraniae she s g%mg / 4 - | o drop, Ms. Cantar. Your
itk | , products are addictive!
A B : And I'm sure You know
e o Sl it, and you're not
7 Now you can™ ' doing a damned
I,u" EFEHEE ipb Me "'u tlhfng ab'jutl [tl-

pass, or I can
start making a lot
"l. of noise right |
here--  /

..—*" Now, there's no \
r:«aﬁun bo discuss this |
out here. Someone MlghbJ
think you were telling ,
the troth.

J-"..
e
-~
i

What.f N
am telling the )
_truth, you-- /

'3
A

[
gsh, Not another

word. I insist. IF wou
really want to talk

about this, we need
to go to my office.

Al right. You got
Me away Prom
those customers,
Happu? But wou're
skill not going to
get me to--

r .=
/ " There, now, isn't a8 _
that; much betber? mrej 1 S
( and calm. And quiet i , I know,
\  And cooperative. / N honey, but she )
i' - e it wa5 Erying to be

MEHH to vs ..f"'

v Ip she did what

/ she was going to do,
;' then we wouldn't be
i able to make people
ii; happy with Wour toys

: anymore, and you

\ wouldn't like that,

. Wwould you?

1._“_-

Y T'mnot goingtodo

" anything bad to her. I'm
N | | : going to put her someplace
Mommy! N - \ i\ | wh#re she can be happy all
TEE‘-‘FWH’T pece g 6o Yol i, T | = U \ the bime and not worry
H;Eé};; ;ﬁiﬁf r:érg: ; : - o . abﬂui:- anything. Ok? /

i ok S
Thab was a mean il Tguess. 7 1has's my ginl.
thing bo dol | i i % Let me change her clothes
: f = : . and put her to bed, and
then I'll come back and
S WL make dinner. You ¢an have
huggets tonight.




Ms ..

((orake? via get e

it right ¥ Good to
ﬁee Wou again.

LS |

Hﬂ trouble with
bhe equipment, I

hope? /

B No,no €
i trouble with
bhat..

A FEW DAYS LATEE.-
DOEEEN HAS JUST
FINISHED ANOTHEE

EXTREMELY

UNFLEASANT J&B.

When I was
Pirst here,
Wou also
showed me 3
different set ..

that might make e '*’]Ea&ﬂ;;"e‘"éa""

some of these
assholes hﬂwEEw pet
tolerable ... —)

.,..-"""ﬁi,,’| .
Iwishl L
could wear the ‘J
Bliss rig while I
Was on a gig ..

Nah,
probably

1@ TR

Goodness, whaﬁ is
{_ all thisZ have you
kwalrﬂd uaurﬁerp in%

Say what you ,JL _
havetaaau A

1 that You're the 3
' § person who provided
the space and the J Jerrﬁ'r"\
Pinancial backing Por /5es
o bhe Bliss store.

e

T

I ass0me
Wou're aware
that--

Monica, if wou're
serious, then someone isn't
being honest with you.

I'm not: going to
{ bother giving You the
\ Pacts. You'd just say
I'm Wing.

You're being
scammed. Cantor's
not just collecting rent
Prom her customers,
she's collecting it Prom
you. IP wou're paying the
bills of everyone in that
Pacility, what incentive

get the real numbers ﬂﬂE‘E She have Lo keep

oub of bhat Cantor \ People out of it¥
woman, so I guess you'll \'H‘

have to investigate :

yourselP, like I did.

You're not going 6o

T2 daiial

Ch! That
Eﬂun ds like
Wou're ready to
move to the
intermediate
level?

Uh ...
Yes,

I want the
next level.

; You came here Por ;
/ Ghat? You know the rules,
| Unless it's a real problem, we
s stay out of each others'
- business.
7 But You didPund ™y
them, right? &

Y Yeah, Idid. I get a cut, but
mostly I did it becauvse we all need
what: they provide.

We should probably all be vsing their
stLUPP all the time. Might make this
place a lot betber.

S0 you're Ok with
helping provide an
addictive service that's
Mmade a lot of people
pnable to Punction--

Pauline, I don't know what
Wour grudge is, but that's bulishit.

I don't know where you get that. sure,
there are a Pew people who take it a
litble too Par. We set vp a Pacility Por
them to help them out. I paid Porit. I

pay their bed Pees too, while
they're in treatment.,

——

£0, any news?
ey
'-hl -:"\-. :"v.i‘-‘“h-
1,. Ix A

A h:"'\-. 1;_ ¥y
AR

.
i
i |

Nothing good. We're ™S—

i - picking vp a lot of talk
' thab Melinda's secret club |

! f | / ||

;%‘ Go Pind out how /" Look into it Past
many people are in I'M not going to let it
that, "treatment” stand much longer.
Pacmtg. Go Pind out iF
\ any of them ever get,

% P
A released Prom it. And in case I'i no

~\ being clear, my dear,
that's a threat.

Yeah. _

unPertunately. S
OK, keep it Lp. T'll RSN
keep digging From my SRS
end. I'll check back in a * - AR d
Pew days. both still all right v * ':- u". :

iy With this, yes? I don't s =euse
R want bo ask you do do % L EAN
X r’ﬁ- A\ something You don's 4

Nah, we're
good. It's not
exciting, but it's
nice to work For
somebody we can
trust Por a
change.

BRI

Don't Porget
the club.

Oh, right!

We think you should
know ... Bianca's club
has a new "owner"
now. Apparently.

Did you ever
Meet Serille? Ran @
shop in the Souk selling
[arge-animal simulations
.. ameng other
things.*

#SSUE #5. =T

has reopened ..
s, somewhere. We haven's f
N Pound oub Where Yet. S ———_

S,

..-I"..f

= S Eui:- 40 MUCh Por the e

| hope she'd lie low and do |
\_ hothing Por a while.

-

THESE TWi2, &INA AND ESFERANZA, WEEE FIEST SEEN IN ISSUE #& AND
WERBE VERY HELPFLUL AT FINDING MELINDA'S SECRETS IN ISSUE #11. -T

“She vanished For @ while when Melinda was at high tide, but now she's back."”

- Sigh -

50 Many Messes
lePt behind to clean
up. And I don't just
mean the condition

of this Ploor. Skill, iP we don't

claim this space,

someone else will

surely come along

and make it worse
et again.

{, T think bhis will H
Emb Us nicely. ,

_|_‘_‘_.___--




They couldn't
have hidden this ;
place deeper in the supposed to be a
ass-end of Shibuya iP club here? I was,
they'd tried. g ., bold-- &

!q-i-il-l-l-|-|-l-lllllll-i-ll-|l-'lilllllll-

IF I didn't trust
the people at Bliss,
I'd wonder what I
was being led into.

Ch, OK.
Good.
sprry about that.

Check,
Wour obher
clothes and your
shoes in the
coatroom on the
way in.

—

. -,
P
r

" Oh, Wow, this L
is huge!
g = ':II.-'__‘'-—-‘'_—:_':'-FL-—._.,.----"_"'1.._.———._._l
— Thew've o
(' got poofs! T bet that A
., Peels really good with ===
~  thison ... :

e

Wou're new.I Y |
“\ haven't seen you ' ~
3 bep‘ape y | ,.-""".." ﬁ\"‘-\ S?STEH :
) ( Mm-hm, Pirst

-

| time. This place is'
great! The water |

W
,

Peels amazing!

o
=

MMM, that
looks like a lot of [
Pun too ... I like
bhis place
diready.

Right? I spend most
of my time in the pools,
Lnless somebody wants & =
ko play ... ¥ Are you here
s a lot?

ey et i
:

7 Most nightis. A lot of
¥ B people here come most T
B nights. Everybodu's nice. AR
e, You'll like it. e

... What are
RN those booth
Sl things with bhe
S rosted

w v T

T

- en gﬂggllrg -

s

( You know, you're
\  redlly cute. /

.“ r

MOBMALLY WE WoULD SEE ALL S49BTS OF
- - A IMTERESTIMG MOISES CoMIME OUT &F HERE,
H"“‘———""'-..,'::; [ BUT FAOR THE SAKE OF THE STHER PATRAONMS,
""-..:"'-.h ALL- &F THE PODS ARE SOUNDPROOF.
N -
N

N\

Yy ...wantmeto @
show You what the |
_ pods are Por? 4




LAl =il =i =g .- i
T || |
P ol i) el
arrdid oF, niding in  §
e -

FEENARYY

What was I

P Imsorry, I g | =
don't speak

o

damn it
damn it damn it

Addictive, huh?
... 1 don't care.

e T - , . ~And what <
[ Doreen. = rbhab’ﬁ hot how it e o T i people aren't N
f_ [ works! Trust me on - o taking oPP the )
= : | this. Bliss is really / iz ] suitsz
arousing! You take off - - =

.. hMm? the suib, and vsvally A4 W . /" Doreen, we saw a ™\
Watchin' the : \ the Pirst thing you /] - ’ woman named Leslie
\  passive. ) \ wanttodoisgo Cox conPront the owner |
- \ Puck something. 4 W of Bliss. She claimed |
B s - ‘ Blisswas  /
e < , addictive. _~

Addictive--
... Did she have any
proof?
Name one - OHK, Pine.
4 thing bgﬂb'i Bub I'mreally
dppened in it in enjoying just being | ; g
our, A e Y o 3 g \
“;‘,?ﬁuggi%" 7 L needthis, ™\ _ g PN Cantor and nobody's seen her |
g ;,..s-'(- Ruby. There's no e i - \ Since tgen- We'*.:}e been trying /
work! Everything else in| = = . ¥ & toPindherPor days.
\ MY liPe is miserable! I,.-*'I ﬁ‘t : - ' w2
N - €Xcept you. L

i
o i
. e 1
= e — = B E | 1 E
. - r
] [ )
-
a
o B

i S—

-

/~ You know, it could be
{that nobody's got any work
| because there are 5o many
. Bliss Zombies now, and

“\ bhey're not having sex.

Oh, shit. /




THESE DAYS SERENE WOULD FEEFER T&
HIDE IN HER PEESENAL SFACE AS MUCH AS
FPESSIBLE, BUT SHE DELES HAVE S&ME
SOCIAL CBLIGATIONS FEEOM TIME TL TIME.-

Uh ... T am, but
I don't think

IF I have to we've met.

listen to one more

man talk Por PiPteen
minutes without

sawing anything ...

No, we
haven't. My
name is
Corazon,

*-"-‘???ﬁ*\‘w*

e

Oh!
You're Serene
Barker, aren't

You?

Lucivs said
that if I ever got
the opportunity to
meet Wou, I should

take it.

... Well, I certainiy

He said I would
Pind you
interesting.

wouldn't want to stand
in the way of your
investigation.

I'd like to
look into
that.

SPEAKING OF PEOPLE WHD AREN'T SEEN MUCH /Ib's @ real problem!™.
OUTSIDE THEIR PERSONAL SPACE THESE DAYS ... I don't want to do
anything, I can't Pocus
on anuthing ... you
have to help me!

Ms. Cantor,
the owner, can
help you out. I'll
take You to talk |
to her. 4

""-:.;1iL !
Pon't worry! N
We have a 5a[utmrb
Por that.

YK

. . : PE.:zr-:.:- _1.r-.r|- oiis o
G\ [
RN K&! ,.I L5 w | :

e L T
o

o
SN There. Tsn't that

[ B comPy? Now leb's get
TN Wou into bed. '

Wﬂfb" | , 'l 'l . |. . ,..G'h..- f F

I'M sorry, Wou
can't go back

Don't worry
there--

about a thing. Your Pees / That's Wour
will be baken care of. Now

I paid
Por this
whole

goddamned
place.

I ¢an go

wherever I
want.

Move.,

Wou can just lie back and be
blissPul Pull time.
Problem solved.

/ solution? You get
people addicted to
Blias and then you put i
them in here? On my T
\ diMe, ho less. Was AR
this the idea Prom (S
the beginning? 4 —_

MonicaZz

pr 1/ Heavens, you look
fa. horrible. Haven't you
| J been sleeping? Didn't I
\M!: !

S\ give You something to,
s help with that? &

=
7 Right.. You'd like
/b iP I gob hooked oo,
then I wouldn't ask
questions. Pon't
change the
sUbject. .




F .

{ I'M ¢losing down your
\ business right M4

o
o

4 '. " i .,- et : There!

TR . ,&*‘“ better.

/T have alwaysthought \°0 0 i H " - "
Wou were too tightly : 3 '

\-\M wound, Monica.

s

-\-.Z?faw, leb's q |
f get wou out of -

¢ those Pilthy clothes and
into something nicer ...
and, I think, something to
keep bad liktle girls From
\ taking their paci ovt. 4
W Yes, <R

e
i

."
#
-
-

calm down, maybe we'll |
d calk abovt the /48
. business again. W8
i -'!.,*_ - ;i e

D Meteryouve QI
./ had aPew months t‘-a>.! !

You used a paci
on the Barker [Edﬁ)
didn't youz

-'*
..a""r
e

—

Now, listen to
y { me, little girl, f '

That was baa’ :
You did a bad thing!! ' Do Wou remember how hard

it was Por you to Pind a geod
MOMMY F

IP You stop being a good girl "\
then I won't be Wour mommy

&, anuymore. Do you want thabi

——

Well, then. Are

Wl You going to behave
y yourselP? el TN
| bﬁ Yes }(w
K“ i - -.T .y

%

A FEW NIEHTS LATEE, BUBY AND L.EYNA HAVE
EEACHED THE FOINT &F DIEECT ACTIEN -

You sure aboub
thisZ You know I
have better
resistance ...

You're always
the one who has to
walk into the lion's
den. I should have |/
to take @ t-urn-f_ :

Besides, I'm X
better at burglary
than you are.

Hopefully
there won't be
anything to resist.
We know Cox is still in
there somewhere. I
don't plan to do :
anything else but get B8 IP Buby's ideas
& her out. Assuming are right, there's
she's not in bhere SN somewhere back here
volunbarily. 4 Where a ot of people
are being kept ... I
guess L'l know it When
Iseeit ...

OK, but I'm only giving
Yol an hour. APter that I'm
coming in. This place gives

e bad vibes.




That doesn't
look very
voluntary.

.. 8he's awake.

Ms. Cox?

Don't worry, I'm Priendly.
Hang on, I'm going to
get you out.

AN HOUR HAS ELAFSED, AND
_UBY BIDES TL THE BESCUE.

Is this a
medical lab or
a nursery?

Out cold. I
knewT shovld L
have gone in '

instead.

— —
-J___..-r"'- -‘-‘-‘-"'H.
-

-

~ Now, bePore I get wou ™
/  both Pitted out like your
Priend in the crib: What's up with
all thisZ Three oFf You in one
hight. What led you here? Who
N are you working Por?

y
" bo know?Z You think
Wou're going to Pind
them and stash them
\., in here boo? £

Hﬂ ,/_“—-,—_’—f,—‘:)
/ 4urely you
Fd

/ realize that's not going to

work Porever. Hell, wou've N

dlready attracted a lot of
attention. I saw Monica Barker in

that crib behind me. You think no
o

N one's going bo notice her

She looks
really cube in >
that, though. 3

_II_"'-

S -
e

'__,..-"- _--“"'-..
( 15 she all \
S right? [

Well, well. ™\
Who are you,
anyway?

Teday, at least.
I've been
investigating
Bliss too.

She's Pine.
But you and I have a problem.
Turn around slowly.

~ Ldon't care/T'll paciPy
/7 as many people as it takes.
{ T'll puts all of A4 in here iP I have \ §
( to! This is the best thing that's
ever happened in my life, and [ \

A\, don't plan to let anybody stop .
it without a-- -~

J_.l"

T

1 don't N\,
/ KNOW Who Hou
are or what
You're fming
here, but you've
\ Mmadea |
s Mistake.

(

Dina# What are
l_’!"'.-" LA

4
i

'.‘_..-—'—h-h“

.

80 have N

You. The

disappearance

of some of
these people
has been m
\naticed- fx’ seem like I
y W care?
x“'--.._____..-""’

Well, that
explains why all the
toWs are 50 big ...
sized to match.

This is the
second bime I've
been woken up
, tonight and I'm
N hob prear.-:-ea;/

8

7 You look like you're

( hard to Fight, but I can
 still shoot Wou bePore you
\  get close enough. = /
M“--.. ,..f*'f
"HH.,_____;T_;..H;*\_-—-_._,___‘_\H
/" @o sband over

beside wour Priend.

Move carePully, now. /

i o

-“""‘--._._______._.-r""*-




TWELVE DAYS LATEE, AND THE MESS I
HAS MOSTLY BEEN CL.EANED UF,
THEUSH LBVICUSLY THEEE WiL-L- BE -
LINGERING EFFECTS FOE &UITE A FEW. 7
— S e o g e ""-""F"J-'t‘
ook e R B "h,"-."l--""'l,_.
guess You deserve
an explanation.

% 1

-

I've always
preferred being little.
Adulbhood stiresses me oub. I
work better when I'm little, &
»  bhink better, I'm calmer,
g happier ...

£

, ?/Ib took me a long time
2/ toPind Bel. And she was
perfect!She was a great
MoMMY. And she seemed to really
like it. You know, it's hard to ask
someone to be in a Pull-time

. Melationship with no sex ..
1“““- A

I don't know what ™
changed her. It must
have had to do with
Bliss. BePore that, I
made O¥ money doing
algoribhmic crafting, but
it was always
one-off projects.

————

I don't know whether it
was the money Bliss was making
that did it, or iF she decided she

liked the idea of being
everyboady's MOMMY ...

r

Anyway, I hope you don't
think I'm super weird.

Oh, that's great! I\
/ really do think Bliss i\

{f"f.t?'rl' caurﬁeﬁ"‘%}
not. /

e

r f i
7 I've seen MUCHH‘H

>—

weirder. Done it |

\ Somebimes boo. S

S

We gave your proposal
to Monica Barker to review,
along with a couple of other
pecple whose oversight would
probably come into play
sooner or later.

Everyone
thinks it's Pine. With
Lime limits and other abuse
constrainks on the Bliss
equipment, plus carePul monitoring
and counselling where
nhecessary, there's no reason
the business can't skill
operate.

You'll be
watched like a
hawk, of course,
but big deal.

| vsePul and good ... as
long as we can keep

7 By the way, I~
was kind of

"Con’t worry. she's Pine, and I'll Make
sure she sbays that way. Though I admit,
it Peels strange to be Ehe MoMMy how. "

people Prom

expecting Ms.
overdosing on it. P

Barker to be here | '

She's ... not doing
very well, and
prefers to stay in her
personal space. she did
tell us to give wou her

reg%eﬂai'? And the
other woman,
the one who was
working with
Wou? i

habit: of
disappearing.

What about
Ms. Cantor? Do
Wou need someone
else to take care
of her?

Oh ... no, I Peel like
she's MY personal
responsibility, iF wou
see what I mean.

= MMM -~

Sex on the second date.
I haven't done that
since I was
seventeen.

‘Course, it
helps that I
Figured out Who
you are.

OF course I was.
Though I probably would
have waited unkil the
morning.

I imagine you
have questions. OK.
It's two different

things, really.

Remember when I said I'd
Pound Melinda's little games
educational? Well, this is ... I
guess wou could say this is what
I got educated about.

They say nineteen out
of twenty men in Sleep
eventivally become women
Pull-time. I must be number twenty. I
hever tiried it, never even thought
about it. And then Melinda's thing
happened. And it was so ...

But the other thing is,
difPerent.

aPter what you told me, it
sounded to me like that was
Mmostly a reaction to Menhaving
I mean, it wasn't a BB wag WL ROy,
pleasant experience, but it made
Me redlize there was something I
was missing. That I needed to
look into. You see?

I Pigured, well, maybe
iP it's not @ man, maybe she
won't have the bad reaction.
Maybe that can still be
enjoyable ...

I'msorry. I
know it was a
sneaky thing to do. But
iP I'd told you in
advance --

o

/You did pretiy well ™,

Aw, hell.

!
"'I

And I practiced, too! }I

IJI

\._What did I do wrong?
—

e,

* It was little things.
\ Verbal, mostly. You still

. balk like you.

e
S

e,

o
-

e

{’r You were going to )

o
r
-".f

T— T_._._,..-

."\

tell me, right?

Pon't apologize. Ik
worked, didn't itZ

My question is, is this
a one-shot deal? Is
Corazon going to be

dappearing regulariy?

Uh.
Honestly, I
haven't Pigured
that out wet.

——

—l—'-.-'-.-

But iP it's O
withyou ... I
spspect the answer

is 'yes.’

AND QN THAT INTEIGUING NOTE, WE SONCLUDE.

AS EVER, WATCH THIS SFPACE F&E FUETHER
ADVENTURES £F THE SLEEFPER S&UAD!



